
SPORTS

Sports Editor
DAVID HARTEN:
sports@chherald.com
Photo Editor
EVAN SISLEY:
photo@chherald.com

Thursday, October 11, 2007
Western Kentucky University

Bowling Green, Kentucky

www.wkuherald.com

CONTACT

INSIDE

EVENTS

Pegues out for season
Sophomore center A’Darius 

Pegues tore the ACL in his left 
knee in a pickup game over the 
weekend and will miss the 2007-
08 season.

Pegues was evaluated by 
Western’s doctors and will 
undergo surgery before the end 
of the week.

The injury for the 6-foot-10-
inch, 230 pound Louisville native 
came just days before the official 
start of practice.

“We are extremely dis-
sapointed for A’Darius because 
he has worked so hard to get to 
this point,” coach Darrin Horn 
said in a press release yesterday. 
“Our main concern is for A’Darius 
personal well-being and getting 
him on the road to recovery.

Pegues sat out the 2006-07 
season, and missed his senior 
season at Western High because 
of an injury.

While the official start of 
practice is tomorrow, Western’s 
first public appearance will be a 
Red-White scrimmage at 7 p.m. 
Oct. 25 at Diddle Arena. 

– Andrew Robinson 

�W Men’s soccer
Tops fall 3-0 at Evansville
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SPORTS BRIEF�W
�W Friday

Women’s soccer vs. 
Arkansas State, 6 p.m. at 
the WKU Soccer Complex

�W Saturday
Cross country at PreNCAAs, 
Terre Haute, Ind.

Volleyball at Florida 
International, 6 p.m.

Cross country at MOC 
Classic, Chattanooga, Tenn.

Volleyball at Florida 
Atlantic, noon

When walking into Bill Powell 
Natatorium, the sounds of coaches 
yelling, music playing and panting 
swimmers can be heard. 

It is all part of the Toppers train-
ing for Saturday’s meet against Delta 
State.

“This has really been a tough 
week for our athletes,” coach Bruce 
Marchionda said. “We’re pretty beat 
up and tired. We’ve been hitting the 
dry lands pretty hard these past couple 
of weeks. We’re basically just some 
tired ol’ puppies.”

Delta State is more than just an 
opening opponent for the Toppers. The 
Aqua Statesmen finished in the top 10 
in the CollegeSwimming.com NCAA 
Division II poll last season.

“(Delta State head) coach Brian 
Hein has done a real good job with his 
swimmers,” Marchionda said. “He’s 
got some talent but I just really want to 
think that we’ve got a lot more depth 
than they do, and that should take care 
of the meet.”

Senior team captain Brian Lewis 
said the depth in all events is going to 
be what makes the difference.

KORI FARR
Herald reporter

Topper team looks 
ahead to hard road

WOMEN’S SOCCER

SWIMMING AND DIVING

Turnover taboo: 
Toppers to face 
tough opponent

FOOTBALL

Head coach David Elson said he is through talk-
ing about offensive turnovers.

“I’m done with dealing with turnovers,” Elson 
said. “We’re gonna practice, we’re gonna play and 
if they happen, they happen. If they don’t, they 
don’t.”

Western (3-2) has turned the ball over eight times 
in the past two contests with 12 total giveaways in 
the season.

“From a mentality standpoint, I think maybe 
we’ve made too big of a deal out of it,” Elson said. 
“It may have had that exact effect that we’re thinking 
about it too much.”

The Toppers have already proven they can protect 
the ball, committing no turnovers in their season-
opening 49-3 loss to defending national champions 
Florida Gators.

Western comes off a bye week for a 1 p.m. kick-
off on Saturday at Ball State (3-3).

WILL PERKINS
Herald reporter

ERIC BATEMAN/HERALD

Indianapolis, Ind., junior Marcus Minor prepares for 
a play during yesterday’s practice. Western travels to 
Indiana to play Ball State University on Saturday.

S E E TA B O O,  P A G E 1 2

Senior defender 
seizes opportunities

Persistence would be a word that defines senior 
defender Alaina Atcher, who has overcome a lot of 
adversity to play for the Lady Toppers.

“Alaina has an incredible work ethic,” coach 
Jason Neidell said. “She’s given a lot of time and 
energy to this program.”

Atcher first showed this persistence when she 
pursued a spot on the Lady Topper roster, Neidell 
said.

“I e-mailed Jason endlessly,” Atcher said. “I 
called his office phone, I had my high school coach-
es e-mail him and send him letters. I did everything 
I could think of.”

CHRIS ACREE
Herald reporter

JARED HOLDER/HERALD

Powder Springs, Ga., junior Kyle Johnson works on his freestyle stroke yesterday 
afternoon at the Bill Powell Natatorium. The swim team is practicing for its first meet 
against Delta State University at 1 p.m. Saturday. 

VOLLEYBALL

Piecing the East
Puzzling standings should 
become clearer over weekend

Miami is a town known for its 
beaches, nightlife and Latin cul-
ture.

This weekend, it becomes the hub 
for a Sun Belt Conference East Division 
shindig that will clear up who is atop the 
standings.

A self-proclaimed “underdog” by coach 
Danijela Tomic, Florida International hosts 
Middle Tennessee State and Western in a 
weekend that will showcase the East’s top 
three teams.

The Lady Toppers (17-4, 6-0 Sun Belt 
East Division) play FIU tomorrow night at 
Pharmed Arena. MTSU plays FIU (11-4, 
6-2 SBC East) Saturday night.

MTSU (19-1, 6-0 SBC East) and 
Western then turn around and play at 7 
p.m. Monday in Diddle Arena.

“I think it starts clearing it a little bit,” 
Western coach Travis Hudson 

said. “There’s 

a lot of volleyball to be played.”
Western was picked by the Sun Belt 

coaches as the preseason underdog 
amongst the three teams. MTSU is sitting 
on the fringe of the AVCA Top 25 poll 
and FlU comes off losing two straight to 
Denver and North Texas last weekend.

Historically, Western has dominated 
both teams, losing just six times in 38 
matches against MTSU. 

The Lady Toppers have gone 17-4 
against the Golden Panthers. But the Lady 
Toppers have not had much success recent-
ly against either team. The Blue Raiders 
beat Western 3-1 in Bowling Green in the 
last regular season match of the year.

FIU ended Western’s season in the Sun 
Belt Tournament last year and beat the 
Lady Toppers in Miami.

S E E P I ECI N G,  P A G E 1 3

S E E R OA D,  P A G E 1 2

ANDREW ROBINSON
Herald reporter

JAN DIEHM/HERALD

S E E ATC HE R,  P A G E 1 2

�W Sunday
Women’s soccer vs. 
Arkansas-Little Rock, 1 p.m.

�W Monday
Volleyball vs. Middle 
Tennessee State in Diddle 
Arena, 7 p.m.

Sun Belt East 
Volleyball Standings
Middle Tennessee

SBC 6-0     Overall 19-1 
Western Kentucky

SBC 6-0     Overall 17-4 
Florida International

SBC 6-2     Overall 11-4 
Troy

SBC 4-4     Overall 13-11 
Florida Atlantic

SBC 3-5     Overall 6-12 
South Alabama

SBC 2-6     Overall 7-11


