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Tyrone Brazelton:
On a ring and a prayer

ANDREW ROBINSON more wins and assists. Brazelton had 106

Herald reporter turnovers in 33 games.

“I like to look at it like last year is last
Senior guard Tyrone Brazelton wouldyear,” he said. “We’re gonna build on things

like to walk away from the Topper programwe didn’t do well and just make it better.”

with a physical reminder of the success he Much of what the Toppers stressed at

had at Western. media day on Tuesday was the need to
A ring from winning the Sun Belt improve their defense this season.
Conference championship. “l take the blame,” Brazelton said. “It

It's hard to forget the breakout Januargtarts with point guard. I've got to be the
Brazelton had last season following the fodeader on the floor. As far as defense and
injury to senior guard Courtney Lee. offense, I've got to set the tone.”

In the eight games between Jan. 6 and Brazelton was the only player to start all
Jan. 31, when Lee was out or saw limite83 contests last season. He also shows plenty
minutes, Brazelton averaged 17.3 points pef unselfishness in his game — he led the
game. Brazelton averaged 12.8 ppg in hisam with 133 assists, the ninth-highest total
first season as a Topper. in school history, and he had 20 individual

Brazelton said he feels like he can growgames in which he led in assists.
off the adjustments he made last season Coach Darrin Horn said he believes they
following his transfer to Western frommay see the biggest difference in Brazelton and
Missouri State-West Plains Junior Collegehow he plays than anyone else on the team.

“The way we play is unique,” Brazelton “It's hard to do what we ask point guards
said. “We like to push the ball and findto do. Period,” Horn said. “We want them
people in transition. And | think the yearto run the team, make decisions, also score
helped me because like | said, | got a bethe basketball.”
ter relationship with my teammates. Cause Along with senior guard Courtney Lee,
now | know where they’re going to be onHorn called Brazelton the most dominant
the court, | know what they’re thinking andplayer in practice thus far.
they know what I'm thinking. | think it is  Dominance is good when your goal is a
going to pay big dividends this year.” championship ring.

Brazelton said he would like to do a
few things differently this year, includingReach Andrew Robinson
cutting down on the turnovers and gettingt sports@chherald.com
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