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Manuscripts & Folklife Archives
Department of Library Special Collections
Western Kentucky University
Bowling Green, KY 42101-1092

Descriptive Inventory
MSS 716 BRYANT, Hal Farnsworth, 1888-1975

1 box. 18 folders. 404 items. 1910-1976.
Originals, photocopies, typescripts, photographs.

SC2018.16.8; SC2021.25.9

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Born on 15 September 1888 in Lexington, Kentucky, Hal Farnsworth Bryant left college to
work as a reporter for the Lexington Leader. During the early years of the 1910s, He and a
Leader editor, James M. Ross, formed a partnership to supply syndicated news stories, articles
and photographs to publications in New York, Chicago and elsewhere.

Bryant returned to college and obtained a master’s degree in genetics from the University
of Kentucky. In February 1915, he began work with the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
Bureau of Crop Estimates, reporting to Charleston, West Virginia under a cooperative
agreement with the West Virginia Department of Agriculture. Two years later, he took on
additional responsibility for Kentucky, and in 1927 relocated to Louisville. Bryant’'s service with
the Department of Agriculture ended with his retirement in 1958.

Hal F. Bryant died in Louisville on 30 March 1975. He and his wife Elizabeth (Hilleary)
Bryant, were the parents of two daughters and a son.

COLLECTION NOTE

This collection contains materials relating to Hal F. Bryant’'s careers as a journalist and as
a statistician for the U.S. Department of Agriculture. A small amount of personal papers and
correspondence is also included in Folder 15.

Samples of Bryant’s journalistic output (Folders 3-14) consist of news articles (both in
manuscript and published form), feature stories, and a few photographs produced for
newspaper syndication by the Ross & Bryant firm. Most of the material dates from 1910-1911.
A small amount of correspondence (Folder 2) with news organizations discussing their
requirements, and a solicitation letter from the Ross & Bryant firm, are also included.

Material relating to Bryant’s work at the U.S. Department of Agriculture (Folders 15-17)
includes clippings, letters, speeches, and numerous letters of praise and recognition delivered
upon his retirement in 1958. Of interest in Folder 15 is an unsigned copy of a 1921 letter from
Montgomery, Alabama, in which the writer strongly defends state departments of agriculture
against a move to delegate their functions to colleges, and tells of gathering statistics across the
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country in challenging and hostile conditions. Also of interest is a letter (Folder 15) and
narrative (Folder 16) by Bryant recalling the beginning of his career with the Department of
Agriculture in West Virginia and the circumstances of his relocation to Louisville, Kentucky.

SHELF LIST

BOX 1

Folder 1

Folder 2

Folder 3

Folder 4

Folder 5

Folder 6

Folder 7

Folder 8

Folder 9

Folder 10

Folder 11

Folder 12

Folder 13

Folder 14

Folder 15

Folder 16

Folder 17

Hal F. Bryant

Inventory

Correspondence relating to journalism

News items — Eastern Kentucky feuds & violence
News items — Governors Conference, Frankfort
News items — Horses & horse racing

News items — Land & resource development —
Eastern Kentucky

News items — Monuments & memorials
News items — Night Riders

News items — People

News items — Railroads

News items — Shakers

News items — Tennessee Woman'’s Press &
Authors’ Club

News items — Tobacco
News items — Miscellaneous
Miscellaneous correspondence

Correspondence, speeches, etc. relating to U.S.
Department of Agriculture

Letters, greetings, etc. regarding retirement from
U. S. Department of Agriculture

1910-1913

1910-1913
1910-1911
1910

1910-1911

1910-1911

1910, n.d.
1910-1911
1911
1910-1911
1912

1912

1910-1911
1910-1912
1921-1976

1958-1965

1958

404 items

1item

10 items

45 items

3 items

14 items

12 items

17 items

61 items

23 items

8 items

3items

6 items

39 items

20 items

17 items

8 items

111 items
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Folder 18 Documents relating to application for and 1915-1958
retirement from federal employment

BIBLIOGRAPHIC RECORD

MSS BRYANT, Hal Farnsworth, 1910-1976
716 1888-1975

News items and features written for
syndication by Bryant and his partner James
M. Ross, both of the Lexington (Kentucky)
Leader; correspondence and papers relating to
Bryant’s subsequent career as a statistician with
the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

1 box. 18 folders. 404 items. Originals,
photocopies, typescripts, photographs.

SC2018.16.8; SC2021.25.9

SUBJECT ANALYTICS

Abner, John, d. 1910 — Relating to F14

Adam (Biblical figure) — Relatingto  F9

Adoption — Bourbon County — Relatingto  F14

Agriculture — Comments about, 1958  F16

Allen, Charles Herman, 1908-1982 — Correspondence F15
Anderson, Clifton Rodes, 1856-1919 — Relatingto F9
Bartlett, John — Relatingto  F9

Beall, Ferdinand — Relatingto  F9

Blackburn, Joseph Clay Stiles, 1838-1918 — Relatingto F9
Boone, Daniel, 1734-1820 — Relatingto  F9

Bryant, Dudley Hughes, 1880-1962 F15

Bryant, Farnsworth Dudley, b. 1939 — Lettersto ~ F15
Bryant, Farnsworth Dudley, b. 1939 — Relatingto  F15
Bryant, Thomson Ripley, 1885-1979 F15

Burns, Roberta Reid (Bryant), 1882-1969  F17

Callahan, Edward, 1863-1912 — Relatingto F3

Cassidy, Massillon Alexander, 1856-1928 — Relatingto  F9
Cayce, Edgar, 1877-1945 — Relatingto F9

Clay, Henry, 1777-1852 — Relatingto F7

Clubs — Louisville — Torch Club, 1958-1959  F16

Coal mines and mining F6

Cockrell, George Burton, 1838-1917 — Relatingto  F9
Cockrell, George Burton, 1838-1917 — Photograph F9

6 items
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Combs, Leslie, 1852-1940 — Relatingto  F9

Cooper, John Sherman, 1901-1991 F15

Cooperative societies — Burley Tobacco Society — Relatingto F13
Crime — Bourbon County F3

Crime — Breathitt County F3,14

Crime — Fayette County F3

Crime — Knox County  F3

Crime — Lee County — Relatingto  F3

Davison, William Hardin “Bill,” 1839-1865 — Relatingto  F9
de Topor, Count — Photographs  F14

de Topor, Count — Relatingto  F14

Dewhurst, Thomas Braithwaite, 1868-1946 — Relatingto B14
Distilling, lllicit — Relatingto  F14

Draper family — Relating to F9

Draper, William Franklin, 1842-1910 — Relatingto  F9
Estabrook, Leon Moyer, 1869-1937 — Comments about, 1958 F16
Farm and Press Radio Association of Kentucky, 1965-1967 — Relatingto F16
Feuds and vendettas — Breathitt County  F3

Goebel, William Justus, 1856-1900 — Relatingto  F3
Governors’ conference — Frankfort, 1910 F4

Honorable Order of Kentucky Colonels, 1959, 1961  F15
Hookworm — Relatingto  F14

Horses — Racing F5

Howard, Henry Clay, 1860-1928 — Relatingto F9
Journalism

Journalists

Ku Klux Klan — Letcher County  F3

Land — Titles — Kentucky  F6

Little, Charles — Relatingto  F14

Long, Robert Alexander, 1850-1934 — Relatingto  F9
Lynchings — Fort Smith, Arkansas F14

Lynchings — Newark, Ohio F3

Mayo, John Caldwell Calhoun, 1864-1914 — Relatingto F9
Morgan, John Hunt, 1825-1864 — Relatingto  F7

Morrison, Lucius D., 1864-1930 — Relatingto  F9

Mount Vernon, Virginia — Relatingto  F7

Muir, George Wallace, 1877-1947 — Relatingto  F9

Night Riders — Tennessee — Reelfoot Lake F8

Night Riders — Western Kentucky F8

Oliver family — Photographs F8

Oliver, Hezekiah Milton, 1860-1926 — Relatingto F8
Oliver, Noah Amos, b. 1893 — Photograph F8

Outlaws — Breathitt County F3

Photojournalism, 1910-1913 — Relatingto  F2

Pilkington, John, 1833-1912 — Relatingto F11

Pothier, Aram Jules, 1854-1928 F4
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Poultry — Relatingto  F14

Powers, Caleb, 1869-1932 — Relatingto F3

Prisons — Frankfort — Kentucky State Penitentiary — Relating to F9,14
Pullen, William Walker, 1874-1965  F2

Race horses F5

Railroads — Chesapeake and Ohio Railway — Relating to F10
Railroads — Relatingto F10

Ross, James Martin, 1882-1948 F3,8,9,11

Ross, James Martin, 1882-1948 — Relatingto  F2

Rucker, Kathryn May, 1884-1970 — Photograph  F9

Rucker, Kathryn May, 1884-1970 — Relatingto  F9

Schools — Shelby County — African American F14

Schools — Shelby County — Lincoln Institute  F14

Shakers — Pleasant Hill - Relatingto  F11

Smith, Graeme (McGregor), 1875-1949 — Photograph F12
Speeches — Bryant, Hal Farnsworth, 1888-1975 B1,F16
Summers, Emma A. (McCutchen), 1858-1941 — Relatingto  F9
Sutton, Jane, 1832-1912 — Relatingto F11

Talbott, Mason, 1889-1962 — Relatingto F9

Tennessee Woman'’s Press and Authors’ Club — Relatingto  F12
Tobacco — Fayette County — Relatingto  F13

Tobacco — Growing — Western Kentucky — Relatingto F8
Townsend, Josephine “Josie,” 1882-1970 — Photograph  F3
Townsend, Josephine “Josie,” 1882-1970 — Relatingto F3

U.S. Department of Agriculture — Employees F15-17

West Virginia — Department of Agriculture, 1915-1920 — Relatingto  F15
Williams, Marion, 1845-1922 — Photograph  F9

Williams, Marion, 1845-1922 — Relatingto  F9

Zollicoffer, Felix Kirk, 1812-1862 — Relatingto  F7
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