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Da ¥ News Sports Editor '
' Dave Roberts Said If he signs 15 .
Or 16 football ‘reeryjts before the |
national letter-of-Intent slgning
Period is over g littte more than a
_ week from now, -then he ang his
Westemstaffhavedonewell.: I
But, If the Hilltoppers sign just
elght or mne‘=recrults, “we' will
have ’gott_en_- knocked around pretty |,
Jood. . ciis o e o e

s looking . a5 -3¢ Roberts
make ft haltway to that goa] ¢
béforethisdaylsover. B
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more are expecteq before the gun
sets on this firgt signing day for the -
nation’s foothal} playing senfors,
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top-rated Munning * hacks i, the

n offer, he usyally doesn’t -

he had the °
go to Miami,

slate, and a big offensive linemay, : said,
Who was offereq 4 scholarship by - 'Tie ‘tw

Miami, Fia, e :
Donald Smith, a 5-10, 180-poung
runnj
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Two of the better Players in the'.'
Nashv!lle, T eq

0 Nashville players haye .
pounds. He haq

back out of Harrodshurg, : 1,430 yar touchdowns-
: g, (g ed rushing ang

pasture's ¢

.committed to Western Monday ; fumbles

hight, and 4 Louisvile Eastern .
running bgek . commitied over 4
month ago, " : :
Goodpastyre Wingback Johp -
Carter, - 4 6-1, . 190-pound Aj;.
Nashville Selection, " gpg York
" Institute 'unebacker-defensive end
Charles Gutfey announced Monday
hight, according to Nashville news.
Paper reportg, Ron Robbins - of..
Eastern made. Western his cholce

All three are expected to sign:
today with Western, :
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. Bastern afte nfshing'up a: fine

- foothali career,




Size is priority as

‘Toppers sign 16

L kLYY
By MARK C. MATHIS
Dally News Sports Editor

Weslern made some significant
advances In the state and reglonal
recruiting scene with  the 1g
national letter-of-intent signees it
go! Wednesday, the tirst day ‘high
school seniors could sign with
colleges to play football,

Coach Dave Roberts was looking
for slze on the lne and In the
offensive backfield, and it looks ltke
he got both,

Chandler Wallace, a 6-4, 275
pound lineman from Fort Plerce,

~ Fla., was the first big man to sign
with Western Wednesday, but he
was joined by a couple of others by
day’'send, : :

" One of the biggest coups of the
day was the signing of Matt
Foreman out of Indianapolls.
Foreman Is a 6-7, 270-pound tackle
who will probably start out on
defense for Western. The Universi-
ty of Kentucky, among others, was
reportedly hot on Foreman’s trall.
Roberts sald Western’s academic
programs Impressed the big line-
man,

Jeffersontown’s Larry Mucker is
a 6-1, 245-pound offensive lineman
who, “A lot of people didn't think
we'd gel,” Roberts sald. The
University of Louisvllle was one of -

-

the - Schools

v o Eddie’ Mitchell, g §

_Highin Carters_vllle, Ga, .
"« Doug Jones is
* iHight ‘end from ‘Covington Holmes,
-1Roberts said he may play defense; - .-

J re (Tenn.) wingback -
iJohnt ‘Carler (61, 190) and york W
~dnstitute’s Charles Guffey (6-5, 207)
‘,flgned, earller - Wednesday.” Guffe
!

jg Goodpasfure
il [}

1fpeopl
i

in pursuit of the
Hneman. . Y
- Davld Wilson, ‘a- 8-2, 248-pound

‘defensive tackle from Mayfleld,

was the biggest Western prize in
this part of the state,

Wilson and running back Donald
Smith (5-10, 180) of Harrodshurg,
who also signed Wednesday, were
both first-team All-State perform-
ers,

The other big people on Roberts’
list . include defensive end-
linebacker Ken-Singleton (6-3, 230)
out of Aflanta and linebacker Jeff
Barnett (6-2,°235) out of Louisville
DeSales, o ‘

Ron Robbins (6-0, 225) from

Louisville Eastern is one of the big,
strong fullbacks Roberis was look-
Ing for, Mike Carrler is a 5-11,
230-pound fullback from Waldorf
(Iowa) Junfor College. Carrler Is a
native of Canada, _
- Eddie Godfreid is a 5-10, 18¢-
pound speedster out of Lakeland,
Fla., who will be playing running
back or recelver. )

: o . N ’
A couple of more linebackers who Sl n ]_ 6
signed are Harold Taylar. .(6-1, 180) .

from Birmingham, Alaf;.
A,Ekins' {81, 215) from;
Ohio)1. . o

‘and Jeff
! alrfleld,f‘

33 .
d 1:4180-pound
defensive back, 'played for p'Cas's

§ & linebacker for the Jamestown,

KTenn., school,
&
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Fatkin,
Thomas

win awards
PV Y-y vt |

Mark Fatkin and Kamif
Thomas will recelve their ¥
Western Athletes-of-the-Year g
awards loday at the universi- §
ty's Awards Day. ;

Fatkin ended his Western

two-time academic All-America [
offensive lineman.
"The senior. from Radceliff §
played al defensive end his first H
[iwo seasons at Westein. :
Fatkin, a'6-2, 257-pounder who B
played for North Hardin High F
School, was one of only four f
athletes ‘to be- repeal picks on [
the wuniversily divisien All- }
America list. . ;
Thomas was a second-team [
All-Awmerica player this year for [
the Lady Toppers, and has been |
a key in their two straight B
appearances in the Final Four. |
The 59 senior {from Warren ¥
East finished her career as the F
second-leading women's scorer g
in the school's history with E
1,796 points. :
Her 79.7 free lhrow percent- |
.ageis a Western career mark. _
- Themas was a firsi-leam §
"All-Sun  Beil Conference pick §
‘after averaging 16.8 points per §
‘game for the 324 Lady Top- E
‘pers. . ;
i.— N

football career this season as a B




Media will
get lesson

in coachin
D, M. "/‘r)»i - ¥

The roar coming out of football

‘Stadlum was deafening, :

The *Red-White” chant was so
loud, In fact, that you would've .
thought the Hllltoppers were get-
ting ready to play Eastern, ' i

Instead, they wiil be playing each .
other Friday night In the first-ever |
il Red-White Spring Game at Bowllng '
£ Green High's Donaldson Stadlum, |

Several junior.and senior mem-
bers of the foothall team had a
draft Monday t6 delermine who.
would be on the respective teams in
what could be an epic maichup,

As with most spring games, the
fiming and polish might not quite
be there, so il may nol be an epic
In those terms; but what should
' make this a contest not soon to be
¥ forgolten are the great minds that

will be on the sidelines calling the

plays. A '

The Red Team s being coached
by none other than your friendly,
neighborhood sports editor and Wes

“Strader, voice of Western football
and basketball on the Hilltopper
Radio Network.

Scratching their heads and trylng
"fo figure out what to do next across
the field with the White Team wiil
'‘be  WBKO-TV's sports director
Gene Birk and sporis reporter Pam
Younglove, p

See what I mean by an epic? 8
i Coach Dave Roberts hatched the
idea of a spring game a few weeks
ago. The thought of having media
coaches must have come to him in
a dream about what to do when
you've run oul of things lo laugh
at, -

Roberts a{ least has had the good
sense to make the Red Team 'a
“2i-point faverite. - - .+ - o

As. the players’ enthusiasm on
Monday showed, the spring game
Friday wiil'be a welcome break to
the hum-drum practices and drills
the team has been going through
for the past three weeks, Co

= “0Oh, they're pumped up,”

. Roberts said. *‘They gel so tired of

spring practice. They're looking

forward to playing.” ; ‘

" And from the way the players

were talking Monday, they won'l

be taking it easy on each other,
either,

“There's a lot of Intensily lor
this game. They'll be trading some
licks out there,” Roberts said.

Playing (ime next fall is one
reason this game will be played at
a fever pilch.

“Whoever does well in this game

. could be a starter In the firsl
. game,” Roberis sald.

Western opens its season Sepl. 6

locker room Monday at Smith




Continued From Page1-B '
al Smith Stadium against
Gardner-Webb, then comes back
the next week to host Livingston,
Ala. The following two weeks will
be spent on the road at Louisvllie
and Murray, respectively. The big

Eastern-Western elash s Oct. 4.

The Hillloppers
Tennessee Stale on
"Austin Peay on Oct. 25,

Homecoming will be celebrated
Nov. 1 against Georgia Southern,
Boston University pays a visit to
Smith Stadium  the next weekend.
-Western travels to Easlern Illinois
Nov. 15 before closing out the year
at home against Tennessee-
Chattanooga. .

Roberts said the two teams
picked in the NFL style draft are
almost even in talent,

The Reds have a definite
advantage on the offensive ang
defensive lines,

then travel to
Oct.. 18, and

Ron Hopkins, a 6-2, 290-pound .

junfor, and Rob Weinle,
270-pound sophomore, will
the offensive Hne, .

Junior defensive tackle Arthur
Davis (-5, 265) Js a key man on the
Red defensive front. :

The guarterbacking advantage
goes to the Reds all the way with
Jefl Cesarone at the. helm.
Cesarone is a §-2, 210-pound junlor
who has rewritien many of the

a 65,
anchor

Western passing records in his first

two seasons here.: o
"~ 'Vincel Anthony, a 5-11, 180-pound
sophomore, and Pat McKenzie, a
5-10, 205-pound senfor, are the big
men in the Red backfield.

Mike Carberry, a 6-0, 220-pound

sophomore, should be an impact
player at llnelgacker for the Reds,
* Sophomore ' Walter Loving {6-3,
230) is a terror at defensive end.
Mark Johnson (6-2, 200) is a senlor
leader in the defensive backfield
for the Reds. .

The Whites have the speed al the
wide receiver spot and in the
backfield, The linebacking and
defensive end corps are also strong
for the Whites, - -

Senior Keith Paskett (5-11, 180)
and junior Cedric Jones (5-11, 175)
are a pair of speedsters who have
been running track this spring,
They haven’t practiced much with
the football teani and Roberts said
they may be a little rusty,

A pair of sophomores could be
trouble coming oyt of the hacktield
for the Whites. .

Jue Arnold (5-11, 185) and Kelvin
Nedd (5-9, 180) have been dueling
for supremacy there all spring,

- "“They really went to war with
each other,” Roberls sald.

Sleve Walsh, a 64, 295-pound
junior, and Barry Anderson, a 6-3,
275-pound senior, are the ones to
watch on the White offensive line,
Sophomore Denny Caple (6-2, 265)

.
.

ledia learning to coach

H-) ?"5“}.‘ _

and junior Alten King (6-3, 245) are
the leaders on the defensive line,

Caivin Edwards, a 6-1, 215-pound
sophomoere, s a dangerous
linebacker. Junior Curt Page (6-3,
240} iIs the leading White defensive
end,

Junfor Harold Wright (6-1, 185)
and senlor Vernard Johnson (5-10,
150) are veteran defenslve backs
for the White Team,

If the kicking game is a factor,
the Whites have the advanlage with
kicker Dan Maher and punter
Adam Lindsey. But the Red Team
has regular starting snapper,
Dennis Cecil,

The game will be four 12-minute
quarters, and the Western coaching
staff will hold a children’s foothall
clinle al halftime, s

The clinfc is a good ldea, because
Birk and Younglove might need a
little extra help.




Arnold. hﬁis
first day

° s '
~in office _

ey N T ey

- Continued From Page1-B -
because he’s been running track
with Keith Pasketl, Cedric Jones
and Kelvin Nedd. Jones, Nedd and
Paskelt are all on the White Team,
though, so that has lo give the Reds
the advaniage, . VR

. ," Ah, what we coaches have lo go-

through getling ready for the hig
game, - . :
R t 2 »

 Former Western football player
Tim Mooney signed a iree agent
contract with the New York Jets
earlier this week, o

The Evansville, Ind., native was
a defensive lackle for Western and
gradualed in 1985, :

Davlin Mullen has played for the
Jets since graduating from Western
in 1982,

Stuart Bundy, a nose tackle for
Western who gradualed last year,
was drafted earlier this year by
Edmonton in the Canadian Football
League.

. ) PR I I ]

“Murray Arnold eompleted his
flrst full day on campus Thursday
since’ being named Western’s
_.men’s basketball coach last week.

: Arnold was {inishing out his term
as an assistant with the Chicago
Bulls, who were eliminated earlier
this week from the NBA playofis in

three games by the Boston Celtics; - -

'The new coach met individuaily
with some of his players Thursday,
and will complete the meelings
today. ' -

“Anytime you can visit with the
guys is the most enjoyable lime,”
Arnold said. "The players are the
No. 1 priority right now. We're
trying to get together on the same
wavelength,”

The upbeat Arnold said he is
gelling used to his new surroun-
“dings. . ‘

“I like it enough to keep coming
back,' he quipped.” -
~ As for signing any new players,
Arnold said it *“is a possibility, but
nol necessarily a probabiiity,”

Arnold said he is in no rush to
hire assistant coaches, “I'm going
to take time with all the options,”
he said. . .

Western . assistan! - coach David
Farrar hasn’t made a move, yet,

and it is thought that he will stay .

on for atieast another season.

[l T

e
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: Ta Ik' IS :.over,

. [} , LJ ’
now 1t’s time
'to hit field
ST N BT s 1
I was able to sleep better after
walching my Red Team go through
Its paces Thursday in the first, last
and only workout before the big,
stupendous, tremendous Red-White
Spring Game tonight at Bowling
Green High's Donaldson Stadium,
All Coach Wes ‘Sirader and 1

worked on was the offense, but that
was more than enough to convince
:me thai the Reds certainly can live
‘up to the 21-point favorite tag that
Coach Dave Roberls pul on the
team for the 8 p.m, showdown, .

I'll despense with going through
our gameplan, so opposing coaches
Gene Birk and Pam Younglove of
WBKO-TV won’t ‘have any chance
to analyze the Inner workings of
two great foothall minds.

There's been a lol of big talk
going on beiween the opposing
coaches and players this week,
which has added a degree of
excilement and fun to a game that
means little more than spring
practice Is over,

*There isn't any pressure play-
ing against our own guys, only peer

- pressure,”’ sald Red starting
quarterback Jeff Cesarone.

~ Ali the hype that has surrounded
{he game hasn’t been lost on people

- around town, either.

“It seems like there's more
excilement abouf this .game than
there would be for a regular game
because of all the talk about i,"
Cesarone said,

Some problems have cropped up
prior -to game . day thalt could
" hamper the Red effort. e
The injury bug has bitten our
team, and we {found out at practice
that some people are playing out of

position from last season.

For example, two of our ofiensive
linemen were defensive lnemen
last year, bul they're big, so that's
OK. .

Dean Ticbout, a 6-4, 290-pound
sophomore offensive lineman, s out
with a pulled achilles tendon. That
Is our biggest injury te worry
about, according to one of our
assislant coaches, . .

We also found out thal wide
receiver Tony Barber, a former
speed demon from -Bowling Green
High, hasn’t taken a hil all spring

Continued on Page 3
Column 1, This Sectlon
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onoan effort to help ease the hard
: estern has fallen upon on
b.xu iron the iast few years, the
nanl i3 leoking inte becoming an
w0 Valley Conference associate
zer in football, according to

cuc director John Qldham.

OVL znnounced Tuesday that
Tennessee State has applied for full
membership 1o the conference and
t Western is interested in
scigie member status,
gstern left the OVC after the

Tirp
L

ry:i-g2 sthietic year to.join the Sun -

{onlerence. The move was
v designed o give more
ure and benefits to Western's
=n's hasketball program.

The SBC doesn’t
focihall championsmp and Western
trie or15 school in the conference

0 dham bald he and OVC

Sponser a.

Commissioner Jim Delany have
“been
months'' about the foothall pro-
gram becoming an associate
member.

Western was given clearance by
SBC Commissioner Vic Bubas to
enter in the discussions with the
QVC, according to Oldham,

Since the Sun Belt doesn’t involve
foothall, there wouldn't be a

© conilict between the two leagues,

Oldham said.

Western has to participate in six
sports to keep its membership in
the SEC, and if it was accepted in
the OVC in foothall, it wouldn't
have to drop out of the SBC.

This isn’t the first time there has
been talk of Western {ootbal}
getting back in the OVC. In
previcus years, the presidents of
the OVC schools have balked at

in discussions for several

Daily News Sports Editor

Commentary

having Western back in the league,
and the presidents wiil be left with
the decision again this year at the
conference’s annual meeting June
34 in Lexington.

For Western to be given associate
member status, the 0OVC would
have to change its constitution,
because the league doesn’t re-
cognize associate members.

‘““The c¢oncept of associate
membership is a different
appreach,” Delany said this
morning in a telephone interview

"Tennessee has made it

from Nashville. “If the conference
presidents feel like there is a
significant advantage for the
league, they will vote Westernin.”

Delany wouldn’t predict how the
vote would go.

It is widely belleved, hnowever,
that most of the coaches around the
conference would like to see
Western back in and the Ohio
schools -~ Akron and Youngstown
State -~ out of the conference.

One reason Western ({oothall
might be accepted back is pure
economics.

The recent money crunch in the
university systems of Kentucky and
less
desirable for the Division I-AA
football programs in those states to
make long trips for games. Akron,
which has former Notre Dame
coach Gerry Faust at the helm, is
expected to jump fo I-A after this
season.

Even though there was some bad
feeling toward Western when it left
the OVC, neither Oldham nor
Delany thinks that is an issue now.

“The reaction has been very
favorable (to Western's football
program coming back in),”
QOldham said.

“I don’t think that's z critical
factor. The key thing in this is or
the advantages greater for us than
the disadvantages,” Delany said.

Western football really began a
backward slide when the school left
the OVC and had to play as an
independent.

As an independent, Western
almost has to go undefeated in a
seasen to gain a bid to the I-AA
playofis. The OVC has an
automatic bid to the playoffs.

The OVC has emerged as perhaps
the premiere football conference in
1-AA since Western left the league,

Eastern’s success in I-AA has
been well documented. Middle
Tennessee has also shoved its way
into the spetlight with two strong
seasons. And, of course, Murray is
a consistent performer in national

poils.
Coach Dave Roberts has made
significant progress in getting

Western football back on its feet
after the last few weak years of the
Jimmy Feix era,

Rejoining the conference in
football would help rebuild natural
rivalries and would alse help
Western with recruiting, as a team
always wants to have something to
play foer — like a conference
championship — rather than to be
floundering on the hope of an

undefeated season every year,
It looks like the time is right for
amove like this.
» L 3 L]
Western basketball coach Murray
the public

Arnold got to meet
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Daily News Sports Editor

Commentary

- Western back in the league,
e presidents will be jeft with
cision again this year at the
ence’s annual meeting June
.exington,

Western to be given associate
er status, the OVC would
to change its constitution,
e the league doesn't re-
e associate members.,

e concept of associate
yership is a different
ach,”” Delany said this
1g in a telephone interview

"Tennessee has made it

from Nashville. “If the conference
presidents feel like there is a
significant advantage for the
league, they will vote Westernin.””

Delany wouldn’t predict how the
vote would go.

It is widely believed, however,
that most of the coaches around the
conference would iike to see
Western; back in and the Ohio
schools ‘— Akron and Youngstown
State — out of the conference.

One reason Western {football
might be accepted back is pure
economics.

The recent money crunch in the
university systems of Kentucky and
less
desirable for the Division [-AA
foetball programs in those states to
make long trips for games. Akron,
which has f{ormer Nofre Dame
coach Gerry Faust at the helm, is
expected {0 jump to I-A after this
season.

Even though there was some bad
feeling toward Western when it left
the OVC, neither Oldham nor
Delany thinks that is an issue now.

“The reaction has been very
favorable (tp Western’s football
program coming back in),”
Oidham said.

*“I don't think that's a critical
factor. The key thing in this is or
the advantages greater for us than
the disadvantages,” Delany said.

Western football really began a
backward slide when the school left

the OVC and had to play as an .

independent.

As an independent, Western
almost has to go undefeated in a
season to gain a bid to the I-AA
playeifs. The OVC has an
autornatic bid to the playoffs.

The OVC has emerged as perhaps
the premiefe football conference in
I-AA since Western left the league.

Eastern’s success in [-AA has
been well documented. Middie
Tennessee has also shoved its way
into the spotlight with twe strong
seasons. And, of course, Murray is

a consistent performer in national .

polls. )

Coach Dave Roberts has made
significant progress in getting
Western foothall back on its feet
after the last few weak years of the
Jimmy Feix era.

Rejoining the conference in
football would help rebuild natural
rivalries and would also help
Western with recruiting, as a team
always wants to have something to
play for — like a conference
championship — rather than to be
floundering on the hope of an
undefeated season every year.

It fooks like the time is.right for
amove like this.

Western basketball coach Murray
Arnold got

to meet the public

Tuesday during & Hilltopper
Hundred Club luncheon and on Wes
Strader’s Sportsiine show that
night.

Some of the things he said had
been heard before, but Arnold 4id
offer some insights into his role as
a coach, how he likes to see :he
game played, and where his wile,
Ann Conn, fits into the program.

Ann Conn, a Russellville native,
is very active with her husband's

coaching.
“I'm the wvarsity coach, znd
she’s my head coach,” Murray

said.

“1 decided when I married him I
wasn't going to be a basketball
widow. And he started winning
aiter he married me,” Ann Conn
said. '

Ann Conn keeps statistics for her
husband, and she’ll even slip a note
of advice to him now and then.

The most important statistic
she’ll be keeping is the offensive
and defensive efficiency ratings. It
is a statistic that deals with :he
number of peoints the teams score
in relation to how many times they
have the bali.

“It gives you a feel for ‘he
tempo of the game,” Murray szid.
“It makes communication with the
players easier."

The most often asked questions
Tuesday night dealt with assistant
coaches and recruiting,

Arnold said he thought the texm

Wwas in good enough shape with the
players it has now. .and that
| recruiting isn't a worry,

Shaun Vandiver and Rodnev Ross
will be taking their American
Coilege Tests again. and both are
expected to be at Western in the
{a}li, Arnold said. Ross and Van.
diver failed to score the mandatory
12 on their ACTs when they took
the tests earlier this year.

..ﬁfnd as he’s maintained since his
h;r;ng, Arnoid is taking his time in
hiring assistant cozches, Davig
P:arrar is expected to stay at
Western for at least one more
season.

|8

Arnold said he has talked with
Fred Tisdale about hig basketbali
future, and the first consideration
that hinges on his how well Tisdale
does on his finals this week.

One: of former coach Clem
Haskins' last official acts at
Western was to kick Tisdale off the
team following his arrest for
sbopliitin gatalocal grocery store.

Tisdale pleaded guilty to a
charge of theft by unlawful taking
under $IG0 in comnection with tha
incident.

“I'm hopeful that Fred will mve
me the opportunity to let him work
hzgdway back on the team.” Arncld
said.
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It looked like a sure thing
when il was fipg( announced
about a month ago thal Western
was trying lo gain associate
membership status for lis
footbail program in the Ohio
Valiey Conference -- the league
Western left for the Sun Belf
Conference four years ago,

But, at the annual conference -

meeling  Tuesday league of-
ficials tabled the molion thai
would have changed the QV(C's
conslitution to allow associate
membership status tp he given
lo Weslern,

Western athlefjc director John -

Oldham said ovg commissioner
Jim  Delany called Tuesday

afternoon telting of the league’s

decision, Delany couldn't he
reached for comment this
inornlng,

“There are a couple of other
schools that are interested in
joining the conference as fuil-
time members, and they
wanted these schools rather
than an assoclate member,”
Oldham said, East Tennessee
and Tenncssee State are ftwe
schools said to bhe under
consideration for full mem.
bership in the conference,

Cldham saig he was surprised
with the OvC's decision,

“I thought it would reaily
work out well for oyr program

———

and the QVC. Bui J can
understand [t if they're going to
bring in a full-time member,”
Oldham said,

Oldham didn’t
was any animesity toward
Western among
members when talking of the
move back inlo (he league for
foothall.

When talk started on the
assoclate member stafys for
Western, several other schools
In the ove approached (he

think there

league wanling associnte
membership  status  for their
brograms. Oldham said that

Was probably the maip reason
the league didn’i vote on the
motion, '

e — e

the ove -
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By STAN SUTTON -
Stafd Writer

LEXINGTON, Ky, — Tennessee
State Unjversity, which had made
overtures for Ohlo Valley Confer-
ence membership for 20 years,
joined the ranks of the 38-year-old
league yesterday, The Nashville,
Tena., school will repiace Akron in
the elght-tenm circuit.

Al the same time, the OVC presi-
dents tabled @ proposal that conld
have led lo Western Kentucky re-
Jolning the league for footbal) pur-
poses only,

Akron, which expressed a desire

to play Diviston I-A football when It
hired former Notre Dame coach
Gerry Faust late last year, will com-
pele next season. Tennessee Slale
will be eligible for championships in
all sports except football next year
and will be eligible In footbail in
1488, . :
OVC commissioner. Jim Delany
sald Tennessee Siate, which has a
traditionalty strong football pro-
gram, will play at least five confer
ence games during the 1988 season
and two of Hs other games will be
designated as league games until
1990. By that time, the Tigers will
be locked Into the QV('s rotating
schedule,

Hownard Geatry, Intarim atbletle
director at the Nashvilte school, said
his school first made overtures {o-
ward OVC membership aboul 1965,

Delany said Western Kentucky, a
charter OVC imember (hat left the
league in 1982 in favor of the Sun
Belt Conference, had expressed in-
terest in becoming an assoclate
member should the Ohio Valiey de-
cide to accept such @~ program.
None of the other Sun Belt schools
plays foothall, and Western has been
Playing as a Division I-AA independ-
ent.

According to Delany, Akron also
expressed an interest in being an as-
sociale member for sports other
than football, The OVC schools have
played a I-AA schedule since that

classification was formed In 1979,
and Eastern Kentucky has won two
natlonal charpionships at that iev-
el.

Delany also sald that OVC mem-
ber Morehead State had indicated a
possible interest last year in drop-
ping its football program to the Divi-
sion Ii ievel, :

But the league’s planning and de-
velopment commitiee, chaired by
Murray State president Pr. Kala
Stroup, recommended that more
study be made into assoclate mem-
berships before the league address-
es the matler.

Delany sald Weslern had asked
about associate membership when it
pulled out of the OVC, but “at that
time we had commitied to full-mem-
ber institutions.”

Guthrie sald he thought "changing
times” were a factor in Tennessee
State being accepted after 20 years
of being spurned,

Eastern Kentucky president Han-

ly Funderburk said major concerns
before the declsion were a poor

-playlng fleld at Tennessee State's

Hale Stadlum and the condltion of
fhe stadium In general.

Dr. Roy Peterson, inierim presi-
dent of the school, sald plans were
in order to upgrade the stadium and
e ficld before Sepiember 1987, He
sald appropriate requests had been
made (o the stale, and said gills to
fhe program also would be applied
to that area.

Both Funderburk and Detany em-
phasized ihat (he academic program
al Tennessee State had been scruti-
nized. Funderburk said the QVC
presidents were "very well pleased
wilh the processes” In academics.

Akron joined the conference in
1978 and neighboring Youngstown
State followed in 1380, The future of
Youngstown, the only OVC school
north “of central Kentucky, remains
in doubt,

. "I think they're poing 1o have lo
assess {hat,” Delany said.
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AT right new, Chio Valley Conter-
ou've spanked Western Ken-
‘niversity for pulling out of
rence by denying the re-
of Western foothball to the OVE.
Zut, OVC, you're in big trouble.
Your twe Ohle members, Akron

school year for Ak
98788 for Youngs-
wn. b oold vou when you admitted
norinern schogls thst they
ng for the confer-
waler gver (he dam.
mace a member of
Tennessze Simie, 2 schoo! at which
K ed your nose up consistent-
‘&7 Ihe vEars It remaing o be
I the Nashwille schoo! will be

OVC  commissioner
has aanounced that the

[ cavelop a five-year
Tor the league. A ful report is

Courier-Tournal
sports colurmnist

expected to be made in December,

The frst thing the OVC should do
1s change it bylaws and permit
membership of schools by sports.
That would enable Western to play
basketball in the Sun Belt and foot-
ball in the OVC. The return of Hill-
toppers football to the OVE would
be a plus for both the school and the
OVC — and especially for the foot-
ball programs at the other state
CVC schools, Eastern, Murray and
Morehead.

AlsD, this would be a good time

for Raymond Burse, president of

Kentucky State University, to take a
hard look at the future of athletics
at the Frankfort school. There's sim-

Ply no athletic stability ar XSU. If°

Burse wanis to continge lielding a
football team, why not get with it
and apply for OVC membership?

If you are a Xentucky taxpayer,

the return of Western would benefit -

you, to0, because more fans would
be aftracted and the Eilltonpers

could cut down on their debt from -
football, The OVC could help XSU's .

finances, tco.

If the conference acts this year,
Western's football team could rejoin
the league at the same time as Ten-
nessge State, in 1983,

UCF L UPDATE — Now that the
University of Louvisville athlefic de-
pantmeat has s0 much  money,
there’s no reason why the school

can't afford a women's softhall pro-
gram. There are thousanss of wom-
en of college age nlaying softhall in
the metro arez, which means they
could be recrulted on :ne cheap.
which Is what U of L rpaches of
“non-revenue” (I nate et term)
sports have 1o do ...

Congratulations fo soccer player
Larry Kapel of U of L, wirner of the
Metro  Conference posigraduzie
scholarship. He'll study psychosis
and crimina!l insanity at the Univer-
sity of Fiorida ...

Despite its national basketbal!l
championship, U of L finished a sad
next {0 last in the Metro's allsports
standings Jor the school year just
enced. The Cardinals bear out only
Southern Mississippl. Had ‘eotball, z
nON-Conterence sport, been ineind-
ed, U of L would have finished even
tower,

U of L track is particularly weak,

zlthough other Kentucky coi'eme
mine Jefferson County ior txlen
Just last weel, Eastern landec

fersontown sprinter Lary
After 118 hest-ever second-olac

finish in the zllsports race i
83, U of L hos gone downhill |
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AND AT UK — It doesn't magd:
well for Kerlucky baskethall tha

coach Zddie Sutton has

Kenny wa
the Orien

ous

4s much &8 he hac i

Sutton

Vialker ang twe oiher Seniors wolic

be mainly

Troumst
Walker has played o 1ot ..

had saic inz
zuides,”  3Zu
o 28" 3By

High bidder for UK delayed T
rights to football (for one Y

baskethal!

& Associztes, They outbid rua g
stations, (hannel
-and Channel 58 in Danville, *r
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'<. enable Westarn (o olay
ine Sun Belt and loor-

C. Tae return of Hill-
.‘- o the OVC would
o0ilt the school and e
especieilly {or {ag fool-
ms at the oiher state
s, Zastern, Murray and

Also, this would be a good time
for Raymond Burse. president of
Kentucky State University. to ke &
hard look ai the fulure of athietics
at the Frankf{ort school, There's sim-

ply no athletic stability at ®KSU. Ir’

Burse wants to continue fielding a
football tearm, why not get with it
and apply for OVC membershin?

Il you are a Kentucky taxpayer,
e return of Western would benefit -

VOu, 100, because more fans would
be otlracted anc the Hilltoppers

could cut down on their debt from -
The OVC could help KSUs .

Tonipail
finnnces, too.
ke conference acts this year,
s [ootbzil team could rejoin
g e at the same time as Ten-
nessee S’ate. in 1858.
U
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OF L UPDATE «— Now ihat the
Univers :y of Louisviile athietic de-
pariment has $0 muchk money.
there’'s no reason wipy the school

can't alfford & women's sofibaii pro-
gram. There are theusands of wom-
en of college age playing soltbail in
the metlro ares, which means thev
could be recrulted on the cheap,
whichh is what U of L coaches of
“non-revenue” (I hate that term)
sports have to do ...

Congratuiations 10 soccer player

Larry Xapel of U of L, winner of the .

Metro Conference  posigraduate
scholarship. He'll siudy psychosis
and crimingl insanity at the Univer-
sity of Florida ...

Despite iis national baskelbail
champlenship, U of L {inished a sad
next to last in the Metro's allsports
standings for the schosl yecr just
ended. The Cardinals beat out only
Southern Mississippi. Had football, a
non-conference sport, been includ-
ed, U of L would have finished even
lower.

U of L track is particulariy weak,

allhough other Xentucky colic
mine Jefferson County Tor iul
Just last week, Eastern landec Jjel-
fersontown sprinter Larry Zurt

Alter its best-ever second-pince
finish in the all-sports race in 1482-
83, U of L has gone downhill .

AND AT UK — Tt doesn’t bode
well for Kentucky bdasketball iagt
coack Eddie Sutlon has had o use
Xenny Walker as much as he has in
the Orieat. Sutton had said aat
Walker and two other senlors would
oe mainly “tourist guldes.” But

Walker has played a lot .

High bidder for UK delayed TV
rights to footbail (for one year) nnd
basf\c‘ball (for three years) wos a
combine of WKYT-27 in Lexing on,
WAVE-3 in Louisville and Jim ¥ost
& Assoclates. They outbid two otier
staticns, Channel 38 in Lexir

-and Channei 56 in Danvilie. It won's

be official until the UK Athieiics

Board wvoles,
fermaliny.
mxol ec.

do*ze live, o
delayed.

No decisions nove
ANNOUNCATS, TG
spokesman Jon
see Channel
agreeing v 26w
Dok Doemine and
beskeatball., But the
Wildecats {zns. B
done {ootball games w
sistant ¢oach Charlie |

Tom Swavens of tne Hentuowy N
work, which nas ro
iootball 2nd basketball
day that ﬂ_.lf' "?‘aw '“GS“

wiil be 1t

He'll work with Cawooa

and Raiph Hacker.
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Sefene fhe Db sep hio center,

before the frst pass js thrown, Le-
fore the first teckie is wade, there
isaplieism,

iUs that way at o1l the coMege
dodd el ik fectball comps (his
e ol veor,

No matler whal the records were
Tast year, everyvbody is ted for {irst
in August. And there is an upbeat
mond In the air.

There was no lack of enthusiasm
Tuesday as Western’s foothall teain
took part in that prescncon ifual
cilied Picture Day,

Everyvone dressed in clean
uniforins, Red and While all over
the place. And there Is the op-
fisism.

The Hillleppers' lwe  scasons
mnder Nave Reberls have vielded
six victories. There is talk now of
sin wins coming in Hids scason.

No player or coach would dare
come oul and say it, but the pessi-
Lility of the first wihiming season in
Roherls' reign is areality.

There are several veasons for this
talk. Alore ialent, miere size, mere

Daily Maws
Sporis Edilor
Commentary
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strength and more depth come to
mind first.

“For the {irst time, the ones who
were in spring practice are f{he
ones who are gning to play”
Roberts said,

There is talent on this team. Tal-
enl Hke Jeff Cesarone, lhe junior
quarterback who helds almost
every single scason and  carcer
passing record at Western., Or
{eith Paskett, who has been on the
receiving end of many of
Cesarone’s throws the last tweo

r——

aellenzie, Vineel Anthony and Jog
Arnoid look geod enough to mahe It
go

defensive backs Vernard Johnson
and James Edwards aie e velurn-
ing names le walch on [he other
side of [he ball,

As Roberls said Tuesday, lhese
are the guys who have taken the
beating the last fwo years. But
even with the pounding, they and
others are still full of confidence. Tn
fact, (hey seem more willing to go
than ever.

“There's more delermination,
We're going to prove we're capable
of winning," Johnson sald. “‘We
want lo sneak up on swine people,”

That's the kind of senliment {hat
echoed throughiowt the ranks,

“We're just going to take it one
day at a tiine,’ said lincbacker
Marcns Buvnett, “1s always go-
ing fo be a challenge, hul we'll all
be ready.”

Ii,inehacker Nell Fatkin and ‘

Conthnned On Poues
Colurnn 1, "i'vls Seetlon

Gl Pade 1B

(ot

e

first, but it will be cusier in the

five or 10 pecple who could bench

brint of the punishment during the
oLl process Boberts inilialed
3L Whin you're passing 60
times 2 come, the offelse i=p't on
the {ieid ry leng, even during a
[RRRETE TR iup,

d slenng s £
i i iTge s 501
v e win o janes bogged down

during last year's spring game, the

rushing game was quile effective,
Offensive lineman, used lo hack-

ing up for fwo years, adapled well

(o going forward for once.

We had to learn to run biock

during {he spring. 1t was hard at

Phe defense has had to talie the long run because last year

everybedy we plaved was just get-
ting doewn in a three-point stance
and coming at wus,” said suard
Baity Anderson.

A couple of other new wrinkles in
this year’s leam will be lacressed
sirengll and depth.

During Roherte' firet tu
H somebedy got hurt ihat was
tough luck. This {ime there are at
lcast three people on fhe depth
chart in st positions,

And, a lol of plavers <lzved in
toewn this summer and were in the
welght room.

“Four vears ago ihere were only

press over 300 pounds. Now 45 peo-
ple can benech over 200, When you
keep eveivbody strong it culs down
on injuries,” Anderson said.

A sirength lest and Jong run were
the fth 2 the Topuers bad fo

s
coniroiied
Monday.

Roberts said there won'l be a tot’
af scrimmaging this preseason
becavse he wants to keep his troops
healtthy,

You see, he is onthmistic, hut
careful, too.

is set Jor




i

. :}
R
Pave Roborts ds a nice guy. He
alio o wanted lo have an carly
serimimage to see how his foothall
Lram was progressiag sfler Hs fiest
Pt vl by pads,
thevein lies (he reasoning for
Yeslern's Serfmmage for MDA
Saturday al 8 p.m. at the Hilfop-
pers' practice field.
“Fhey called me up and we vol-
vntecred for the gaine,” sald
Western's third-year hesd coach,

Mark C.
Mathis

Dally Nows
Sports Editor
Commeniary
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Dunations will be accepled on
Lehall of MDA as “admission’ lo
the confest. M is the first of two, or
possibly three prescason sessions
the HMilltoppers will hold before
opening Lthe 1986 scason Sept. 6 at
Smith Stadium  agalast Gacdner-
Webb.

The thurst of the scrimmage is
for the worthy cause, but It will
also give Roberls and his staff a
chance o Jook at some new faces,
and evaluate how seme old ones
are doing.

“A lot of people who haven't
practiced will be playing,” Roberts
said.

Translated, that means Weslern
has been knocking ilself around
pretly pood In the fivst week of
three-a-day workouts.,

A couple of players have already
had arthroxcople surgery and will
be out for al least a wonih, accor-
ding to Roborts, ’

Aike Carrier, a 510, 23¢-pound
junider unning back in his  first
sy Wostern, suffered a kinee
urying tdav

Roberls must  have swallowed
hard, though, when junior corner-
back Hareld Wright went fnto
surgery Tuesday, Wright had 63
tackles and an inferception last
year oppesite All-America can-
didate Vernard Johnson. Freshman
defensive end Ken Singleton ts ount
for the season with partially torn
Lnee ligaments.,

“it's been an unusuai camp,”
Roberls said before Thursday's se-
cond session, “We came iIn in good
shape, but Wright and Carrler wont
down and are gone. And we've had
some miner bumps and brufses.
The Ty nicks aren’t unusual, but

F -
Topper

A WESTERN dofender rushes tha punter In Thuraday's practl
stor in an aliempt te block the puat, Western will have a preseas

N

(Stuff Photo by Kark Workinan
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serlininage Salurday night at 8o'ciock at Westarn's proctice field.

the numbers of them have been.”

Some Important folks lke split
end Chuck Kimbell, cenier Johnny
Carter and lilnebackers Wayne
Bush, Mike Carbery and Xavier
Jordan are the ones who have been
nicked up in practice bul will be
playing Saturday.

The Toppers have been working
on just the basics the first few days
of lhis preseason. Nolhing fancy
has been implemenled, yel, Roberls
said the leamn picked up on what
was Jearned in the spring, and is
going from there,

“"the last two vears we pul a lot

of pressure on the freshiman,
because lhey were going to have to
come in and play. We're rylng lo
treat them as a young feam, hut
the youth has been playing.”

Western has 110 bodies out for
practice and Roberts sald “qiiie a
few more will be coming in Mon-
day as walk-ons,

The controlted serimmage will pit
the first teams against the second
leams, so the people you sce on
those first squads will likely he the
ones starting on Sept. 6.

But, hey, things have just galien
going.
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The lheme for Weslern’s Serlm-
mage for MDA was rum, ron, run
until Dave Roberts fakes Lhe feot-
ball away.

No offfclal statisties were kept
for Salurday night’s well-alfcnded
intrzsguad remble, bul the best
eslimates had the Hilltepper of-
fense running the ball 70 percent of
the thme during the hour-and-a-half
session,

Daily Naves
Sports Bditor
Comumaenianry
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“We know we can throw the
ball,” said Western's coach, “We
wanted to look al cerfain people in
certain situations.

He did a ot of looking at the of-
funsive hacklield, line and defense.

What he saw was prediciable,
The defense way ahead of the of-
fense, hitting hard and much lm-
proved. The offense still trying fo
adjust to seeing man running with
ball most of the time, instead of
man passing balt all the time. The
kicking game very solid, with Dan
NMaher hitting from arcund 50
yards.

Lasl year, Jeff Cesarone might
have needed an arm trancplant
aller hurling the fcolball 50-60

thnes in some games, He shovldo'’t |

ave lhal problem this year if what

Hern shiowed Saturday nipght s

Caiion.
Vineel Anthony, Joe Arpold,
Eliiot MooTe and Keivin NMedd got
mosl of {he work corning out of {he
{aill:ack slot, Pai McKenzie, Pedro
Bacon, Pele Mangold and Tim
Fearson saw pienty of action in the
B-hack spot,

“There's a real battle going on
back there between Nedd and An-
{heny,” Roberts said. “And it
heips having a big guy like Pete
slangeld 16-2, 234) in there. Eliot js
new and we're just trying lo see
whal he can do, We're looking at
¥Kelvin's biocking and al Vincel's
andJog's running and calehing.”

Moore's slory Is fntercsting in
thal he's 26 yoars old ond & vy
vitoran,

“We saw him In saine junior col-
lege film and Hked him, Nobody
{r!sg was Jooking al him,” Roberts
sald,

One reason the running ceme has
been pleking up from spring prae-
tee s the attitude and slze of guys
like guard Ron Mopkins, a 6-2, 205-
pound senfor. The offensive lne
this year has the potential to put an
average sfarting welght of 281
pounds on the field, '

"“We're lHhe a family, We know
each other's strengths and
weaknesses, We really com-
municate on the line befler than we

ever have,” sald the Goldsboro, M Bunning, Jack Coleman, Stel)

Gilb, Joe Guyon, B

The defense has remained fafrly 40d Wood
strong while the offense has beepn GVelees.

N.C. native.

learning Roberts' sysiem the Jast
two years. The only problem was,
the Topper defenders would be on
the field for more than half the
game &t times last year,

“We've sort of got a new defense

in,”” said Neil Fatkin, last year's
leading tackler (112). ‘“We have
some  different assigmnents. We .
made a lot of mistakes lonight
(Saturday), The effort was (here,
but mentally we don't have
everylhing logether yet.”

And how is il playing against the

offense nowadays, Neil?

“Fhey've definilely lmproved.

The backs are quicker and are able

te mnake the culs faster, They're a
lot stronger, loe,” Fatkin said,

'The Salurday scrimmage brought
an end to the three-a-day workouts
Weslern has been enduring lhe last
two weeks., Roberls said the feam

“will serimmage some nore loday
and ‘Tuesday, then have a final
3y cepe Thursday before sett]-
ing in for some seiicus prepaca
tions for the Sepl. & dueser agalinst
Gardner-Webb at Smith Stadium,

L3 L] L]

Tailpaling, a funclion thal has
been around as Jong as peeple have
gone to coilege football games in
cars, could change draslically if
police strictly enforce a jaw passed
by the 1986 Legislature.,

“Phe new law reguires everyone
drinking in a public piasce not
licensed to sell alecholic beverages
to be arrested. Drinking and
failgating have almosl become syn-
onymous with each other,

'i'ai]gat‘mg parties have been
S —— e D ‘1

im-;{;’ ficquent the Jag three veurs
at Western, although they're no.t
wearly as prevalent us st The Ut
versity of Kentueky or the l!;ll"‘"'
sity of Lovisvitte, o
Qr;e thing’s for sure, Hf cvervone
drinking a beer fn a sladivm p"ar}':
Ing ltot on Salurday alternaon fsl axl‘-
rested, the Legislature wij) next
have to raise funds for new jails,
L} LA ] :

.On a more soherin no
f.’i;eslcrn's recently J‘Qtiredgalh;ett?(;
divector John Oldhaim will be in-
ducted inle the Kentucky Athletic
Hallof Fame tonight in Lnﬁlsvl]le

Oldham will join Tommy Be

50

Paul McBraye
¥ Stephens as the 1988 in-




of{ Cesarone has been out of the
HO&H,,FE\. during Western's first
oubie of weeks of {all practice.
“igsi ol the attention paid to the
[fense has bdeen directed te the
inning  game that Ceoach Dave
oberts s Installing this season.
oG, the quarterback whoe owns 13
chool records — including 10 in the

ass depariment -- has been

nang (e foclball off more than
Lnie ine air.

Toe Geneva, ill., nalive returned

y e familiar eye of the storm
ionaay, though, during Western's
led Dc.v at Smith Stadium,
eVis] cameras, reporiers
pens and questions. It
as become a ritual for the junier,
‘3¢ has become team spokesman
¥ virtue of simply being the most
isible — and many umes only —
{iensive weapon in the Hilitoppers'
rsenal the last two seasons.
The Toppers’ I{oriunes have
ested {00 many times an
esarone’s arm and his ability o
ee inings on a footbali lield that
1051 67 us can’t even imagine.

pads,

“Jefl doesn’t have great arm
t*‘enh_.x or foot speed,” ZRoberts
glz. His strongest point is being

Die 1o analyze particular situations
and his knowiedge -of the
ame,”

,s.dlx w® L ._-s.ﬂ:uwxlﬂ.g

=
A .mﬁ»*a-.‘». W
Daiiy News $ports Zditer
Commentary
Saturday night in Westera's lirst important. People think we'll be
scrimmage of the season, the first- owverlooking them, but we're men-
ran the ball much tally ready to piay right now,”

team offense
more tnan it passed. Cesarone, for
once, didn't get all the work.

“With all the experience we have
coming back, the pressure {on rne)
is gone, When I [irst had to play 1
was so nervous,’”” Cesarone said.
“There’s a great f{eeling around

the team knowing we doa't have {0

play all {reshman. Knowing the big
zuys up front have been working
Rard and the people behind me in
tne backiield can run and caich the
bail gives me all tne conimence in
the world.”

Conlidence is what Roberts is ury-
ing to build early in the year with a
coupie of not-so-tough opponentis.
Gardner-Webb, an NAIA school,
will visil Smith Stadium f{or the
season opener Sepi. 6. The next
Saturday will bring Livingston to
towi.

“The first two games wili be reai

Cesarone said. “We'll be trying to
get rolling, because the nex: three
games wiil be Keys to the seasen.”

Those next three games inciude
the University of Louisville and
Murray on the road and then tne
nome meeting against hated rival
Bastern.

The Dbiggest thing a successiul
rushing attack wili do is take ihe
heat off Cesarone and his stabie of
receivers — -nameiy Ali-America
candidate Xeith Paskett, Chuck
Kimbell, Cedric Jones and Tommy
Shakir.

There were probadly times last
year when Cesarone was counting
completions in his sieep. He's been
3ble to clear his thoughts sorne this
izll, and it’s alipwed the passing
gameio stay in good healih.

“We would go a long iime in
practlce last year and I wouid gel

Far,

e

@/

real tired mentaly T
said. ‘‘Physically, it's
sit back there and throw
But with thinking about i
you have to de out the:
field and the work you nave
inschool, it’s hard.”

Even though the offens:
been concentrating on the .z
much in this preseason, (&
said it’s abead of lasi year's;

“We always had to have:
explained to us a lot last v
receivers we've got back now i
whattodo,” hesaid.

When he's in the s:otiigat,
Cesarone knows what (o do, iv0.

L] L] -

Western's oflensive cocrdinalor

Steve Shankweiler and oc’erc?w

coordinator Mike Cassity olned
Roberis to meet the press '-&cnaey,
and here's what they had o say

about some of the particulars ihat
fans will be seeing this {al]

—Changes on defense: ‘“We've
moved Marcus Burnet! fro:: insige
linegpacker to drop end to acgen) iis

talents on the pass rush.” C 3
said, adding that the movz wouig
give ihe delense more o 3 7o
look. **'We don't have the (lug type

Continued On Page it
Columa i, This Sectico
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GIadf Wrilter
wn years 220 Dave Roberts presented
st Weaeiern Kentucky football team
1siie inspaction. Tt included a starting
rd who never played hign
, a2 minimum of experlence
m of injuries,

a 1CFyear-0ld wall, its defense
- »ied to rhe touch, giving one team 50
nnirie, a counle more 45, It averaged three
. ers, it threw the ball 44 times a
hwecauss it was gelling under 70 yards
z rdzy on the ground, and WHU won

~wa and 108t nine,

“We've come 100 miles since then,” said

e

183 many

acers of

spring practice. I don’t know If they're
thinkirg about Murray now, when theyre
rying 10 gel through each day's workoul
But It save us momentum and confidence,
no doubl”

There are no visions of the 9-1 heavy-
cduty group of 1280 or the 12-1 Division II

finglists of 1073, hotk cecached by Jimmy !

Felx. Only nine seniors imhabif Reberts

third Western team, and three of them are |

Junlor coliege transfers.

But next year, with 26 juniors, 10 of
whom start, seven of whorm have started

virtually since they were f{reshmen ...
“Well, yes, next year could he interesling”
Roberts said,

Seventeen starters, including the two
kickers, return from the 4-7 ¢lub, “Help
Wanted™ signs are out at wide receiver,
which Alan Maulling vacated with £5
catches, 84S yards znd seven touchdowns:
at running back, where Glendell Miller
compiled 446 vards rushing, 356 pass re-
ceiving and scorsd 10 TDs, and at lineback-
er, a spot missing Tom Lucky and David
Daigo.

But Western's stock rises- from then on,
starting with junior gquarterback Jeff Cesar-
one, wio threw the ball an average of 41
times 2 game and completed 57 percent.
His yardage was a thundering 2,727, In just
13 carecer starts, he's dumped 4,283 yards
and 26 TDS on the enemy and alreacy
holds 13 schoo! records.

And Cesarone s still zinging it to Keith
Paskett, He's a senior split end with 1,378
yards of catches, and the gros timed him at
4.58 seconds for the 40-yard dash.

Paskett's fTash dance off the snap of the
bail Xxeynotes o prime reason for Western's
growih rate gver three seasons: Speed.

WKU's tendency s to compare 435-dash
times with that of Virgil Livers, a junior on
the 12-1 team who went on to start in the
Chicago RPears secondary,

i back Riley Ware is out for another two
weeks wilh grpendicitis,

"This i3 how 4l ir's gotten.” Roberis
safd. “We ook : Woa swirming
pool the other doy, fust 10 gel away. Qur
starting tackls, Dean Tiebout, staried to
'oclimb out of (e poo! and smashed! his head
on the diving pi necded ning
©ostitches,”

How many total are banped un? “Twen-
ty-five or 34, Roberts sald. "0 course, we
fave over 180 out there, Of course, when
vou have 100, not all are piayers.”

But & goody number of them are — Nei!
Faitin {112 tackies) at linenacker, Vernard
and Mark Johnson and Edwards in the

ccondary, Rob Weainle (270 pounds) and

Steve Walsh (255) at offensive (ackle, Ce-
o dric Jones (38 catches), the néw anker
| and the slhars,
wdule inclydes NCAA division T-
AA champ Georgia Southern (13-2), four 6-
teams and baci-to-back gemass against
Murray anc¢ Zastern Kentucky.

Those are problems. Bur & year ago, ¢nd
certainly two years age, Such worthies
would have sounded a fire alarm. Now
they are merely onpponents.

“Yes I do think we're headed in the
right direction,” sald Dave Robers,

(%}




the former Vaaderbilt assistant the other
day. "But we're definitely not there yet.”

Roberts' second tearn went 4.7 last yeav,
It was [ive points away from 6-5. H
knocked off two clubs ranked at one time
in the top five of NCAA Division I-AA,
Tennessoe State and Murray State

And the seasen-closing 2725 upset of
Murray may have glven Western a fuel-
infected start on 1986

"Thatl's the game that really helped our
players,” Roberts sald. “You play a passing
team like Tennessee State, it's like playing
yourself, because that’s what we do. But
good running teams (hall control, in other
words) are very tough, and Murray was a
fine running club,

“1t belped us in the welght room and In

WESTER]
KHNTUCKY

Time

Date Oppoitent Sito {ET)
Sept. 6 Gardaer-Webb (N.C) ..Home 2:00
Sept. 13 Livingston (Aa.) Home 2:00
Sopt, 20 Louisvila e LAway 700
Sapt. 27 Murray Stale ... Away 830
Oct. 4 Eastern Kenlucky .....Homa 2:00
Oct. 18 Tennessea State ... Away 8:30
Oct. 25 Austin Peay ..ceen Away 200
Nov. 1 Georgia Southern ... Home 2:00

Mov. 8 8oston U. .nHome 2:00
Nov. 15 Eastarn Iilinois oAy 230
Mov. 22 UT-Chattanccga .......Homa 2:00

Head coach: Dave Roberts (6-16-0 at WKU).

1988 recond: 4.7,

Key losses: AB Glendel Lidler, WR Afan
Milting R Tom Lucky, OG dark Fatkin, C Rk
Dansic

Koy returnees: Qb Jeft Cesarcne, RB Joe
Arncld, SE Kaith Paskelt, NG Denny Cagie, 85
Mark Johnsan, OT Steve Walsh, GB Harold
Wright.

Siarlois reluing: 7 on offense, 8 on do-
fease. o :

Lot e retanlogfioat 30012,

L

Livers ran a 4.6. This spring running
back Joe Arnold blazed a 448, defensive
end Marcus Burnelt a 4.63, free safely
Jaines Edwards a 4.06, cornerhack Vet
nard Johnson a 4.6 and running back Pat
McKense a 4.62. Freshiman Kelvin MNedd
has done a 448,

And a youngster who laid out of scliool a
year and walked on last spring, freshman
Wendell Rickard, was timed in 4.89. Rick-
ard happens to be a defensive tackle who
welghs 270 pounds, .

wWe're probably a good bit bigger and a
good Dit faster,” said Roberts. “Our 'skitt’
people run pretly swifly.”

Over lhe last 24 months, Roberts has
procured enough heavy equipiment to es-
{ablish a welight program. ’

vpasically when 1 got here we had a
bench press and a few bars and eight guys
penched over 300 pounds,”™ he sald, "There
wasn't really a weight program as sich.
Now I'¢ say 70 players are ovey 300, We've
set up a program, and ‘a room that’s filled
with free welghts, They cost a bhunch --- 1
don't know how miuch —- but we've hooked
and crooked a bunch, too. Don't ask how”

So the slage Is set for ... decency, the

next step up drom medioerily.

nwe're excited, but this jsi't the best
lhme to talk about prospects. Wea've got
about hall the team banged up.”

A few days ago, after a week of two-a-
day workouts, Reberls had had enough
slrange things happen to know the foolball
gods weren't grinnlng widely at Weslern
yet.

Startlng cornerback Harold Wright “just
felt down,” tore up his knee and underwent
surgery Tuesday, But he oniy needed work
with an arbroscepe and shand he bark
Al e

A Juniov eolloge trare’ar frov . Guehed,
fullbaick Mike Cariler, twisied s kuew,
was ‘seopod and will miss four weeks. Bt
Georgla froshman Ken Singleton, a defen-
ghve end, 15 Tost for the season after full-
bl Joee surgecy and Lok coined
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By MARK C. MATHIS
Dally News Sperts Edltor

Seme hig decisions were suppos-
ed to be made Thursday following
Western's final serimmage ¢f the
reseason before it opens play next
aiurday against Gardner-Webb in
ith Stadium.

Decisions lixe who would be star-
ting in the backfield, who would be
going first on the oifensive and
defensive lines and such,

Bui, when & teammate fell on
linebacker Mike Carbherry’s leg,
tearing the medial collateral liga-
ment in his left knee, Couch Dave
Roberts made his biggest decision
3! the week — no more scrimmag-
ingthispraseason.

“Ivs ene of those things that
makes you want to throw up, but
we've gol ¢ game next Saturday

znd we'res going to start getting -

Vot A

WKU football

ready for that,” Roberts sald after
giving his players a couple of days
to rest following Thursday's light
session.

“We're about practiced out.
We're golng to have something to
start shooting for when we come
back Sunday,’ he said.

Carberry, who transferred from
Drake after that school dropped
football, was tabbed to step into a
starting linebacker spot this year,
but he will be in a cast for at least
six  weeks following Wednesday
night’s arthroscopic surgery, ac-
cording to Western trainer Bill Eg-
wards. Carberry now joins jurior

running banck Mike Carrier and
junior cornerback Harold Wright on
the long-term injury list. Both Car-
rier and Wright are nursing knee
injuries.

Carberry’s enthusiasm isn't lack-
ing, though, as he hobbled cut to
the field Thursday to shout en-
couragement to his teammates.

“I'll be back by the Murray
game,’ he said with a grin.

Roberts is also showing his usual
effervescence,”’

He told the Toppers that they
would be in full pads Sunday, Mon-
day and Tuesday to begin getting
ready for the opening Kickof!l.

We've got a game next Satur-
day, and I don’t want anybody hur-
ting Sunday. We're going to be get-
ting after it,”” he said.

Koberts will begin [nstalling his
game plan Sunday, too.
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By MAZK C. MAg’;H;iVS
Dally News Sports Editor
In the crazy, zany world of Divi
- slon I-AA Independent football, a
-team can pick up any assoriment
of opponents on an ll-game sched-
ule.
Why, just look up the Hill at what
has been put together for Coach
Dave Roberts’ third year at
Western,
. The Hilltoppers, who are looking
for their first winning season under
Roberts and since 1981, seem Mke
they're eating dessert before the
meal with an NATA and Dlvision I
foe for thelr first two games,
respectively,

They then go into the land of the
giants with two straight road dates
and a home match with a blood
enemy.

The Tennessee Wallz Is next with
two dates in the Volunieer State,

To break up the monotony,

Western wlil host the I-AA champl-
ons for Homecoming before bring-
Ing in some yankees, visiting some
hostile midwesterners and closing
with a team that owns a 4-1 overall
mark against It and has outscored
It 159-62 in the serles.

Roberls wasn't kidding when he
told reporlers at the recent Press
Day that it's tough to have an in-
dependent schedule in I-AA.

There are a couple of advan-
tages, though. -

For the first time in recent mem-
ory Weslern will play more games
at home than on the road. Three
out of the first five are in Smith
Stadium.

The f{irst two at home, starting
this Saturday with Gardner-Webb,
an NAIA school, and nex! weekend
Livingsten, a Division I team.

The Tops get another shot at
Howard Schnellenberger before the
miracle strikes at the University of

Louisville the followlng week. Mur-

ray is the next stop in an un.
characleristtc mid-season clash.
Eastern comes to Smith Stadium
the following Sal‘r)rday.

After Open Date U., Western
makes a payoff trlp to Tennessee
State at a site that has just been
determined before another great,
rural road rivalry s renewed at
Austin Peay,

Georgia Southern, the I-AA titlist,
comes in for Homecoming, to be
ioliowed by Boston University,

The grudge match at Eastern I}
linois continues the next week be-
fore the Moceasins travel to what
has been Cakewalk Clty for them In
the season finale,

Here’s a quick look at the oppost-
tion for the 1986 Toppers:
Gardner-Webb

The Bulidogs from Boiling Spr-

Continued on Page 6
Column 1, This Sectlon
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ings, N.C., completed only thelr
fourth winning season since 1070
last year with a 6-5 record, and
were led part time by a quarter-
back who was also the most famous
bank robber in the Old West,

Jesse James, a junior, is one of
.10 offenslve returnees for Coach
: Woody Fisher.

i James' favorite targel last year
.was sophomore Kelvin Richardson,
‘who caught 39 passes.

. Three top players from Jlast
.year's defense graduateg, but All-
‘America defensive back Eric
‘Brewlon returns. The Miaml soph-
.pmore intercepted 10 passes, retur-
‘ning three for “touchdowns last
‘year,

‘Livingston

.+ The group from Livingston, Ala.,
‘Is looking to its defense to carry
tnuch of the load with eight players
‘returning to a unit that was 18th
‘hest overall in Division 11,

' Senlor end Kenny Littles had 13"

‘guarterback sacks last year Includ-
‘ed in an 84 tackle total.

*. Sophomore cornerback Kenneth
‘Watson intercepted eight passes
last year and is another leader for

Rodney Payne

the Tigers, :

Coach Sam MeCorkle had offen-
sive troubles last year untll senlor
Pete Riley started playing guarter-
back. Riley completed a school re-
cord 61.4 percent of his 10} passes
during the 6-5 season,

Livingston opens {ls Sseason
Thursday night at East Texas,
Loulsville

Schnellenberger keeps talking
about bullding skyscrapers, but
he's still probably on the duplex
level with the Cardinals.

U of L whl be better this year,
though, because of an influx of
juntor college players and freshmen
and others wlth experlence from
last year's 2-9 juggernaut. Strength
and speed have both increased.

The Cards ran a wide open con-
test for positions at camp, but no
battle got more attentlon than that
of quarterback — where senlor Ed
Rubbert and sophomore Jay Grud-
den jousted., -

Rubbert will open this weekend
at Niinois.

Linebacker Matt Battaglia s
pointed to as a key on:
Schnellenberger's defense,

Murray

The Tops really rained on Mur-
ray's parade last year with a 27-2%
win that kept the 7-3 Racers out of
the playoffs. .

The team that has a record
streak of 22 weeks in the I-AA poll
going returns 18 experienced
seniors for to contend with Fastern
and Middle Tennessee for the Ohlo
Valley Conference title,

The offensive line is intact, but
record-setling quarterback Kevin
Sisk and equally stellar. receiver
Lee McCormick must be replaced.

Junior Mike Woznichak should
step in at quarterback. Flanker
Stanley Howard will see more
passes come his way this season.
is a sophomore

\

returning at tailback after gaining
a freshman-record 860 yards,

Coach Frank Beamer's wide
tackle six defense wil feature more
speed than the brute strength of the
last couple of seasons, Outside
linebacker Tony Woodle returns
after leading the team in tackles
last year,

Eastern

Things were looking just rosy for
Coach Roy Kldd with 14 starters
coming back frem an 8-3 squad un-
tll 1,000-yard taflback Elroy Harrls
dldn't make the grades. -

Junior James Crawford is back
with his 1,282 yards and quarter-
back Mike Whitaker brings a 58.2
completion rate (103-177) afong with
1,294 yards and six touchdowns to
his senlor season.

Burly fullback Viec Parks (59,
230) should get the ball handed to
him more often with Harrls out of
action.

The Colonels missed the I-AA
piayofis last season for the first
time since 1978 — & perlod during
which they won iwo national cham-
plonships and were runners-up
twlce.

Al-OVC tackle Aaron Jones and
1984 OVC Defensive Player-of-the-
Year Fred Harvey at linebacker
will lead the defense, which has a
weak secondary,

Tennesgsee State

Third-year coach Bill Thomas
found himself in an unfamiliar sit-
pation going Into last Saturday’s
27-0 victory at Morris Brown with
no proven guarterback.

He seems to have found one in
Stacy Grear to replace talented
Gilbert Renfroe, who led the Tigers
to a7-4 record last year.

Three offensive line starters had
to be replaced, but Grear has pro-
ven targets to throw to in TSU’s
pass-happy attack in Bart Evans,
Rodney Patrick and Frank Pillow,

A stronger pass rush Is needed to
" of{set the loss of four regulars from

. the No. 5 unit in total defense in 1-

AA that yielded 27'1'
contest, |
Carl McAfee is a ti
prospect al strong
year starter Onzy Kl
linebacker, as |s Bryat

The site for the 0{
with Westlern has k
and the game will be
41,000 seat Vanderbilt
Austin Peay

One of the more
rlvalries between W
OVC foe will be re
two-year hiatus. Alt}
has a gigantic 24-4-
the series, APSU
meeting 13-3 in 1983,

Coach Emory I}
straight winning seas
year’s 6-6 slip.

The Governors wil
defense, and th
linebacker Scott Fox

Dale Edwards st
five games of q
quarterback for &
jacked much last |
.starters are gone [r¢
though tailback M
running back Dea
Dale's brother — rety
Georgia Southern

The Eagles took |
38-14 in last Saturc
Florlda, but they go
tee and that perfort
one. *

After just four yé
ball business, Coa




i at tallback after galning
.an-record 960 yards.

1 Frank Beamer's wlde
ix defense wlli feature more
an the brule strength of the
uple of seasons, Outside
er  Tony Woodle returns
ading the team in tackles

» were looking just rosy for
Roy Kidd with 14 starters
vack from an 8-3 squad un-
-vard tatlback Elroy Harrls
szke the grades. ‘
- James Crawford is back
: 1,282 yards and quarter-
ke Whitaker brings a 58.2
wn rate (103-177) slong with
wrds and six touchdowns to
)T $eason.

fullback Vic Parks (59,
nld get the ball handed to
re often with Harrls out of

Colonels missed the I-AA

last season for the first
wce 1978 — a period during
hey won two national cham-
ps and were runners-up

~¢ tackle Aaron Jones and
< Defensive Player-of-the-
‘red Harvey at linebacker
¢ the defense, which has a
condary,

~o State

vear eoach Bil Thomas
imself in an unfamiliar sit-
soing into last Saturday's
tory at Morris Brown wlth
>n quarterback,

cms to have found one in
Grear to replace talented
Renfroe, who led the Tigers
-ecord last year,

- uffensive line starters had
¢placed, but Grear has pro-
pets to throw to in TSU's
ppy attack in Bart Evans,
Patrick and Frank Pillow,
shger pass rush is needed to
ie loss of {our regulars from
» unit in total defense in I-

AA that ylelded 277.1 yards per
contest,

Carl McAfee is a top professional
prospect at strong safely., Three-
year starter Onzy FElam Is back at
linebacker, as is Bryan Williams,

The site for the Oct. 18 meellng
with Western has been finallzed,
and the game will be played at the
41,000 seat Vanderbilt Stadlum.
AusiinPeay

One of the more long-standing
rivalries between Western and an
OVC foe will be renewed after a
two-year hiatus. Although Western
has a gigantic 244-1 advanlage in
the serles, APSU won the last
meeting 13-3 in 1983.

Coach Emory Hale had two
straight winning seasons before last
year's 5-6 slip, _

The Governors will have a strong
defense, and that's because
linebacker Scott Fox returns,

Dale Edwards started the last
flve games of the season at
guarterback for an offense that
lacked much last season, Seven
starters are gone from that unit, al-
though taflback Mike Lewis and
running back Dean Edwards —
Dale’s brother -—— return.

Georgla Southern

The Eagles took it on the chin
38-14 in last Saturday's opener at
Florida, but they go! a nice guaran-
tee and that performance fooled no
one.

After just four years in the fool-
ball business, Coach Erk Russell

built & 13-2 natlonal champion last

‘year in Statesboro.

Quarterback Tracy Ham Is being
touted as a sleeper for the Heisman
Trophy. The senfor averaged 186
yards of total offense per game last
season.

Ricky Harrls and Gerald Harrls
add stability in the backfield that
runs something called the Hambone
L

Russell might have problems on
defense, where he has to replace
five starters, but the kicklng game
whl remaln solid with All-America
Tim Foley doing the booting.

Boston University

This Yankee Conference school
had been {o the I-AA playoffs three
stralght years before slipping to a
3-8 mark last season in Coach Steve
Stetson’s first year as head coach,

The Terriers had a strong pass-
ing attack with Pat Mancinl and
Jim Schuman splitting the quarter-
backing duties, but it was the first
fime since 1977 that they hadn't
had a 1,000-yard rusher.

Junijor tailback Randy Pettus will
be called on to help cure thal situa-
tion afler being plagued with inju-
ries last year.

Kevin Murphy, who can play
elther tackle or end, returns as the
third-leading tackler on defense
from a year ago.

Eastern Iilinots

In just three years, the Hilltop-
pers have bullt a nice, healthy
hatred for the team {rom

Charleston,

The Pantherg of Coach Al Molde
return almost their entire offenslve
unit from last year’s 6-5 squad,

Sean Payton, a two-time
honorable mention Al-America, |5
a ilith-year sentor who comes back
at quarterback. He has passed for
nearly 7,000 yards during his career
with & 52.4 completion percentage.

Roy Banks has caught 2,163 yards
worth of those passes In three
years at EIU,

The defense lsn't quite as strong.
It gave up 272 points last year and
close to 400 yards per game,

Panthlr defenders contlnued to
suffer last weekend, glving Hlinols
State a 23-20 win in the opener for
both teams.

Tennessee-Chattancoge

UTC has made good sport of
beating the daylights out of
Western in the past, the last time
in 197% when the Moccasins won
41-28.

The Mocs were 6-5 last year and
defense will once again be the cor-
nerstone for this team,

Three of last year's starling
Hnebackers return, led by senlors
Greg Moore and Zach Ervin,

The offensive line Is a big ques-
tion mark for UTC, but there's no
confroversy as to who will be the
starting quarterback,

Senlor Tim Couch threw for 1,651
yards and 12 touchdowns last
season, and the offense will be bullt
around him this year.
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unidentified Western defender during the Hilltop-
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By MARK C. MATHIS
Deily News Sports Editor

Nobody knew exactly what to ex-
pect the first time Dave Roberls
took the sidelines as Weslern's
head football coach. The one thing
he had promised was the ball would
be going into the air — a lot,

Oh, how true that was the first
two years under Roberts, Jeff
Cesarone was zinging the pigskin
all over the place, while Weslern
slowly took steps to become a com-

petitive Division I-AA team again,

Now, Roberls and the Hillloppers
are ready to embark on the third
year of their Odyssey, and lhe
coach says the team is ready to
take the third step in his feur-part
plan to pull the pregram up by its
bootstraps.

That third stage calls for Western
to be compelitive every time it hits
the field, not just againsl Tennessee
State or Murray.

For the first time since Roberls
took the job that now Athletic
Director Jimmy Felx had held for
16 years, it tooks llke Lhe tcols are
there o be competitive on a consis-
{ent basls,

One naiicnal publicaiion has
enough confidence in the Toppers to
predict an 8-2-1 season for them,

While the true outcome of the
year will probably be closer lo the
.500 mark, that would still be a vast
Improvement on what they've done
thie last three years.

“We're more confldent and
ready to play than we have been
before,” Roberts said. *I'm ex-
ciled aboul the prospecets,”’

So are Westerp fans, whe should
be looking al a more balanced at-
tack when it opens the season
Salurday at ! p.m. against Gard-
ner-Wehb In Smith Stadium.

In another first for Roberts and
his staff, the Toppers won't have to
be experimenilng- wilth players the
way they have the last {wo seasons.
Maost of the positions are set with
starters who are at least Ssopho-
mores.

“When we went through spring

WKU football

practice we had a prelty good Idea
of who was goilng te play In the
fall,” Roberts sald, *We're going
to get to do what a lo! of other peo-
ple do with their freshimen, like let
them Hft weights on Frldays and
just be freshmen,"”

The preseason talk cenlered
around the rushing attack Weslern
has been working on,

“When we've been oh offense be-
fore, we had to look at It like we
had to score every time we had the
ball. It was going to be a race to
the end zone,”" Roberis sald. “Now
we're getting Into a game plan
where the defense comes Into It a
lot more, because we can hold onte
the ball longer on offense.”

The rushing game was the {ocus
of last spring and the preseason
but the most visible person in the
offense will still be Cesarone, whe
will, of course, start Saturday.

The 6-2, 21¢-pound junior [rom
Geneva, NbL, owns 13 school re
cords, 10 of those passing. He has

‘career marks for attempts (685),

completions (376) and net yards
(4,283). And he's done all that
whiile throwling just 15 interceptions
over two years,

Last year Cesarone hil 253 of 447
passes (56.6) for 2,737 yards, 18
touchdowns and just seven In-
terceptlons. The Interception figure
averaged to 1.6 percent, the beslt
ever for any Division I quarler-
back.

David Armstrong, a 690, 175
pound sophomore from Nashville,
Tenn., is walting in the wings if
Cesarone goes down.

Cesarona’s top two recelvers
from last year — Alan Mullins and
Glendel Miller — graduated, but
there's plenty of talent still left at
spiit end with All-America can-

didate Keith Pasketl returning for

Continued on Page§
Column 1, This Seclton
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his senjor season.

_ Paskett (5.1, 180), ~also from
Nashville, caught 47 passes for 829
yards and seven touchdowns last
year. :

Bowling Green High preduct
Tony Barber (5.9, 170) is second on
the depth chart at split end, Chuck
Kimbell, a 5.19, 180-pound senior
from Inglewood, Callf., wilt also be
called upon at end.

Cedrlc Jones (6-0, 170) of Cler-
mont, Fla., is another recejver to
watch. The junior caught 38 passes
for 439 yards last season from the
fianker position,
(6-8, 175) of Decatur, Ga., will also
be at flanker. .

Freshman Robert Coates (6-2,
210) of Birmingham, Ala.,, will be

the tight end,

The backfleld Is built.around five

experlenced runners. Joe Arnold, a
6-11, 187-pound sophomore from

Decatur, Ga., will start in the A--

back slot, while Owenshoro Catholic
product Pat McKenzie {5-10, 205)
will go at B-hack.

Arnold averaged 6.2 yards per
carry on 45 tries last year, Injuries
slowed McKenzie, a senfor, bul he
s!iilmad929catchesfor175yards;

Sophomores Vincel Anthony (5-11,
195) of Louisville, Pedro Bacon (5-
AL, 207) of Paducah and Kelvin
Nedd (5-8, 189) of Fort Pierce, Fla.,
wlll be the first to spell the stariers
In the backfield, ‘ ’

Roberts preached bigger,
stronger, faster when he got here,
and the offensive line has taken It
to heart. The starters opening the
holes on the offensive line will
average 281 pounds.' The lightest
persoen on the line is center Johnny
Carter, who is a 69 Junior from
Youngstown, Ohlo, who tips the
scales at 255,

The guards will be 6-2, 295-pound
junior Ron Hopkins of Goldsboro,
N.C., and 6-4, 2%0-pound sophomore
Dean Tiebout of Maywood, Iil.

Steve Walsh, a 64, 295-pound
junior from Voluntown, Cenn,, and
Rob Weinle, a 65, 270-pound soph.
omore from Cincinnatl will go at
tackles. .

Western has had at least a falr
defense since Roberls came here,
but the unit was always on the fleld
50 long that it would be porous as a
sponge by the fourth quarter.

That’s what Roberts means when
he says an improved offense wili
bring the defense more Into the
game plan, .

It seems like good Hnebackers
have always been g Western
trademark, and this year will be no
different with the return of Neli
Fatkin and others,

U youn

Tommy Shakir .

The 5-7, 210-pound junlor’s from

Radelitf led the team in tackles
with 112, Wayne' Bush, a 6.1, 2t0-
pound sophomore from Aljen Coun- t
ty-Scottsvitle, will be al the other .
linebacker spot with Mike Carberry
on the Injured list.

Xavier Jordan, a 6-2, 235-pound
sophomore from Atlanta, will be at
linebacker and end,

Denny Caple, a 6.2, 265-pound
sophomore from Ludlow, will start
at nose guard. Noel Harris, a 6-4,
270-pound senior from Chlcago,
coutd provide a big backup if need-
ed.

- Juniors Arthur Davis (6-5, 265)
and Ailen King (6-3, 245) provide
the Toppers with g Sarasota, Fla,,
connection at tackles In Roberts’ 50
defense,

When Jordan is at end, he will by
Marcus Burnett, a 5-11, 210-pound
junior from Houston, and sopho-
more Walter Loving (6-3, 235)" of
Woodbridge, Va, v

Senlor All-America candidate
Vernard Johnson (5-10, 180) firom
Lexington Lafayette anchors the
defensive backfleld at the corner,
Johnson played in only seven
games because of injurfes last
year, bul was In on 32 fackles and
had a team-high three intercep-
tions,

Glasgow junfor Davlg Balley (s5-
10, 185) steps in for the injured
Harold Wright at the other corner
spot. '

Junlor James Edwards (6-1, 180)

of Jacksonvllle, Fla., was- the se.

cond leading tackler

the team wag
! punts and returning the same,
a 5-11, 180-pound senior
n High, averag.
per punt last season,
also be the holder for
set a school record for
g last year with 6o and
Boal mark with 10,
180-pound sophomore
€ made 10 of 16 fleld
{ 26 extra points,

nthony and Nedd will
kickoffs. Those same
¢s wiil return punts,

ed 37.2 yards
Lindsey will
Maher, who
polats kickin
tied the field

from Florenc
goals and 22 ¢

be returning
people and Jon
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BOWLING GREEN, Ky, — Jimmy

Astocisted Presy (/?‘ 5 ‘h:

Felx is back where he betongs at
Western Kentucky Unlverslty — in
the athletic department,

Feix was an AN-America quarter-
back with the Hilltoppers in 1952,
and after three years as 4 pllot in the
Alr Force, he was g coach in the
foothall program for 27 years, the
last 18 as head coach,

But three years 8go, Feix called it
qults as a coach and took a job In the
alumni affairs office at Western,

Last year he was the alumnl direc-
tor, spending more time on the road
visiting with alumnl and friends of
the university than watching his be.
loved Hllitoppers Play football at
L. T. Smith Stagium,

Now he's the athletic director,

That’s why I wanted to get involved
here and maximize our small part in
promoting the university,”

Feix came to Western in -1849
from Barrett High School in Hender.
Son, where he had played under
coaches Frank Camp, Turner Elrod
and Si Prewit,

Three years later, Feix became
the school's first All-America foot.
ball player and led the Hilitoppers to
8 34-19 victory over Arkansas State
in the Retrigerator Bow! his senior
season, ‘

He was drafted by the New York
Glants of the National Foothall
League and was slated to be a back-
up to Charile Connerty before an In-

jury during the exhibition season
ended that chance,

“It looked Iike 1 had it made,”

1S elated

The popular ex-coach admits that

€ was "very happy” In alumni af-
Tairs, but he's elated to be back in
athletlcs, ’

"I do feel like a fish In my water in
his aren,” he sald with a laugh, 1
was & Jlitle lost balt in high weeds
working with the various actlvities In
alumnl attalrs, but I was learning the
job and felt very happy and was get.
ting more comfortable in it.”

From July 1 to Aug. 15, he worked
wlth his retired predecessor, Johnny
Oldham, in the athletic director's of-
fice. He's been on his own the past
three weeks,

“It's been wlid,” Felx said. “I tried
to talk Johnny into staying a Httie
longer, but he said, ‘Adios,' "

Felx, 55, wants to have more than

Felx sald, “They were looking for g
backup and a replacement, The Ko-
rean War had taken some of thelr
people off the tean, ., . but I caught
an elhow across the face in an exhl-
bition game and it ended my career,
That was in the days before they had
face guards on helmets,”

After three years in the Alr Force,
he came back to Western In 1957 ag
8 graduafe assistant, He became a
full-time assistant the next season
under coach Nick Denes,

In 1968, Feix was named head
coach, and during his 16-year reign,
the Hilltoppers compiled a 106-56.§
record, including Division IT national
runner-up finishes {n 1973 and 1975,
They also won or shared the Ohjo
Valley Conference title six tmes,

elx remembers the feellng of

1]

winning athletlc teams at Western,

But Feix said working in alumni
affalrs changed hig perspective on
athlellcs In the campus setting,

“I think it was a tremendous prep-
aration for me,” he sald, “After be.
Ing so narrow In my vision about the
university as long ag 1 had been
here, Ot course, I had my head down
with X's and 0's and just sold the
football program. When } got In-
volved with our alumni, I was ex.
posed to alt tive of our colleges, gt
the activities going on In aris and
theater and the academic areas,

"It really helged me make con-
tacts with the people outside of ath.
lelics and realize the support we had
across the board for our school, and
really what a part athletics was —
really a small part of the total effort,

1.

d&y

walching'a game from the siands ia
1934,

“That was the firgt tlme, except
for the three years I was in the sery-
Ice, that I wasn't on the field since
1849 with the Western football
team,” he said, " couldn't belleve
they could have the dang game with.
out me, but they did, When they
came on the field, It really felt
strange to see them out there and me
not down there.”

While it would seem that his new
role would guarantee Feix a spot on
the sideline this season, thatl won't be
the case,

“They tell me I'm supposed to be.
with the fans, making sure there |g
Ice in the Cokes and the water foun-
tains are working and the officlals
are paid,” he said,




10ps are
taking G-W
seriously

D5
By MARK C. MATHIS
Dally News Sports Editor
There’s an as yet unnamed
disease that strikes college football
teams this time of year that can
turn favorites Ints mush and
underdogs into heros, :
That disease can’
Division I school going against a
I-AA school, like the Florida-
Georgia Southern matchup last
weekend, although Florida tought
off the sickness.

WKU football -

Or, the disease ‘can
AA squad, like Western, and an
NAIA team, like Gardner-Webh
which comes to Smith Stadium for
a4 1 p.m. season opener Saturday
against the Hilltoppers (WKCT-AM,
WDNS-FM). '

The disease, of course, is taking
a small team lightly. And the Top-
-pers must take thelr booster shots
both this Saturday and next when

involve a big

involve a 1I-

Livingston pays a visit next -

weekend, . : -

“I'm not!” sald Western coach
Dave Roberts when asked if his
squad would be overlooking the
Bulidogs. *I grew up in that part
of the country, and they’ve been
playing bigger schools for a leng
time. Look at Middle Tennessee
and Lenoir-Rhyne jast year. They
were tled 0-0 at the halg.”

Middle won that game, and den’t
be surprised if Western wins this
one, but be assured, Coach Woady
Fish and his team aren't in awe of
anybody,

“When our number one team Is
out there, we can play with any I-
AA team, but depth will be a factor
for us,” Fish said, “Ip's a great
opportunity for us, It helps us as
far as recrulting, it adds prestige,
our kids laok forward to playing the
bigger teams and we make a little
money oul of the deal, We've got
nothing to lose.” :

The visitors from Boiling Springs,
N.C., had a 6-5 record last season
and play in the South Atlantic Con-
ference. = . : .

Gardner-Webb ‘has good size in
its offensive line, from behind
which quarterback Jesse James
will operate out of the veer.

The Bulldogs have a couple of

“about.

(Staft Photo by Mark Workman)

- Looking it in

A Westém feceiver catches g
The Hilltoppers
against Gardner-

open the 1988

people Western will need to worry'

All-America sophomore defensive
back Eric Brewton Intercepted 10
passes, refurning three for
touchdowns, last year. The 5.3,
155-pounder is what Fish calls “an.

:

LT

overachiever.’

Kelvin Richardson

_receiver _whom

The §-0,
caught 39 passes
two touchdowns 1a
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t70-pound sophomore
for 611 yards and

pass during a recent practlce session.
football season Sa

tuday at 1 p.m.
'ebb at Smith Stadium. LT
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is &’ iwide
. thinks has
All-America potential, also, +-

e e e m oy ma e

- ma o e e e

i

I




yaT

oG-y
From Special Dispatches

BOWLING GREEN, Ky. — Not
even Jesse James can gun down the
Western Kentucky defense.

James — the Gardner-Webb quar-
terback, not the gunfighter - threw
four interceptions yesterday as the
Hilltoppers rolled to & 35-13 decision
in their season-opener at home.

In fact, nearly every score in the
game was the direct result of a turn-
over or another variety of miscue.
The NAIA school from North Caroli-
na committed six turnovers while
Western made two, both second-
quarter fumbles.

“We've got a long way to go, but
I'll tell you one thing, it’s a win,”
said Hilltoppers coach Dave Rob-
erts. “We were lrying to let our
quarterbacks do & bunch of things.
We looked sloppy at tirnes and we
looked good at times.”

More sleppy than anything in the
second quarter. Following a score-
less first period, Western fumbled
the ball away twice. The mistakes
set up field goals of 26 and 23 yards
by Gardner-Webb’s Jeff Parker.

If not for the Western defense
standing its ground, the Hilitoppers

might have dug themselves an even

deeper hole.

Statistics
GARDNER-WERS...... ¢ &§ 0 7 =12
WESTERN KENTUCKY oo 0 T4 2T @ - 35

Gardner-Webb — Jeoff Parker, 24, fleld goai;
Gardner-Wabb — Parker, 23, field goal; Westarn
— Pat McKenrie, 30, run (Dan Maher kick);

Western — Joe Arnold, 1, run (Maher kick): -
Waestern — McKenzie, 2, run (Maher Kick); West- -

am — Kelvin Nedd, 2, run (Maher kick); Western
am Tomm( Shaklr, 16, pass frorn David Armstrong
{Pat Levls kick); Gardner-Webb — Chrls Posten,
2, run (Parker kick).
Attendance — 11,000 (Est.)
Gardmr-wc'bb Wcs?crn

First d

RUSHESYBIAS nviiavesesassinninsne 50-159 30-2‘23
- Passing yards ... - w2, g

Return yards . 4

Passes ... 12-25+4 11240

Punts .. 4363 6360

Fumbles-lost 32 4-2

FPenalties-yards 322 655

“We were very fortunate in the
first half,” Roberts said. “Our de-
fense played well when it settled
down.”

James began misfiring late in the
Burnett intercepted an errant pass

in his own end zone and returned it
20 yards. Sophomore tailback Joe

 Arnold, whose 112-yard effort on 10

carries marked the first time a
Western back bas reached the cen-
tury plateau since 1984, then raced
50 yards to the Gardaner-Webb 30.

Pat McKenzie — the runner who

- last exceeded 100 yards, in 1984 —

scampered 30 yards for a tying
touchdown ‘mth 4:44 left in the first
half,

Four minutes later, Westems
Neil Fatkin recovered a Gardner-
Webb fumbie on the visitors' 33-
yard line. Arnold scored from one

" yard out three plays later for a 14-6

halftime lead.
A bad snap kept Gardner-Webb

- from getting a punt off early in the
- third quarter, and gave Western the

ball just seven yards from & score.

_ McKenzie scored from two yards

out.

With 3:07 left in the third period,
James fumbled into the arms of
‘Western defensive end Walter Lov-
ing, also on the Gardner-Webb sev-

- en. This time Kelvin Nedd scored:
" from two yards out.

first half when Western's Marcus
. James Edwards intercepted another

Two plays later, Hilltoppers sai’ety

James pass and ran 26 yards to the
Western 49. The interception, the
second of the day for junior safety
Edwards, set up a 'l6-yard scoring

strike from David Armstrong to
. Tommy Shakir.

" The Bulldogs' lone touchdown

came late in the fourth quarter
when Chris Poston scored from two
yards out.

Gardner-Webb coach Woody Fish
attributed his team’s second-half
woes to a lack of depth and West-
ern’s diverse skilis.

“They've got so many weapons,”
Fish said of the Hiiltoppers.
“They've got a runping game, a
passing game and a big offensive
iine. And any time a NAIA team
plays a I-AA team, you always have
to deal with the depth factor. We
were playing one-on-one for a while,
then you get tired.”

Western quarterback Jeff Cesar-
one completed @ of 18 passes for 69
yards, while Armstrong hit 2 of 6 for
49 yards. Arnold complemented his
own runiing game by catching four
passes for 37 yards.

The Hiiltoppers gained 228 yards
on the ground in 30 attempts to 159
yards in 50 attempis for Gardner-
Webb.

Western punter Adam Lindsey
punted four times, but the first set a
new school record of 223 career
punts.

The Hilltoppers play host to Liv-
ingston University of Alabama at 2
p.m. EDT Saturday.




Edwards’ 1 7th op

T-7 K¢
By MARK C. MATHIS
Datly News Sports Editor
Don’t ever accuse Western
trainer Bill Edwards or assoclale
trainer Randy Deere of being lazy.
They spend a lot of time at Smith
Stadium during the school year,
taking care of ail the injured
athletes at Western. On game day,
they will be extremely busy two
hours before Kkickoff, taping over
200 ankles, wrists and Kknees of
players and supervising student
trainers in fhe same chores. Or
they might be glving uitrasound or

'rainers tell tale of tape

a popular comrodity on game day,
especially a hot one like last year's
season opener against Tennessee
State, and they have to make sure
gallons upon gallons of lce and
water are on the sidelines, -~ :

No, the two “Docs” don’t hav
much idle time before a contest
starts. Buf, during the game and
the day after they don’t like to
work at all, because that means
somebody Is Injured.

Edwards participated in his i7th
footbali opener Saturday as elther a
student, assistan{ or head trainer

other pregame treatments. Water Is

when Western beat Gardner-Webb

LT
-

Trainers have big job

Continued From Page 14-A
football teams anywhere, - :
“They keep a lot of injurles
~under control, and they bring
potentially: serious injurles to my
attention,” Goedwin saild. ‘“They
have to make a lot of judgement
calls,
ones,’” :
Deere, a 30-year-old Maryville,
Tenn., native wanted a career in
athletics, but he didn't want to
coach, so he decided on training.

“It's very tough with the hours
and time spent away from the fam-
ily, but It’s also rewarding,” Deere
said. “You get to meet a lot of
people, and you see a lot of Kids
grow. You've got to have an
understanding family. That’s one of
the biggest things.

Wife Kathy and Laura, his
daughfer, give Deere a lot of sup-
port, he said, Edwards' wife, Jen-

-nie, Is a nurse. “That helps her
understand the time involved,” he
said. .
Russ Miller, the f{irst fuiltime
athletic “tralner Western ever had,

and they make the right

was the biggest influence on the
33-year-old Edwards,

“1 was an accounting major
when I got here, but he got me in-
volved,” Edwards sald. -Helping
the players is the most satisfying
aspect of his job.

“There are a lot of different
ways we can help relieve their pro-
blems. There fs definltely some
counseling invelved,” Edwards

-sald. .“Some won't tell you any-
_thing about what’s wrong with

them. Some tell you more than they
need to. I always tell coaches
we've got to treat signs and symp-
toms, not personalities,”’

Deere and Edwards weren’t too
busy Saturday; 'a hard knock here,

"a little vision problem there, but

nothing major.

“There’ll be some bumps and
bruises after the game, but after
they get settled down and come In
Sunday it might be a different
story " Edwards said.

And if Deere and Edwards don't
have to work, it'll be just fine with
them.

e

i

35-13 at Smith. 1t was Deere’s
fourth foctball opener at Western.
One of the players he was taping
asked BEdwards before the game If
he was nervous. : . .
“I'm tgo busy to be nervous to-
day,” Edwards said with a smile.
“I'm not excited right now, maybe
when I get out there with the peo-
ple 1 will be, but I just think I'm
getting ready for another practice

right now.”

Edwards, a Franklin native, Is
primarily responsible for the foot-
ball team, and Deere usually works
with the men's basketball squad.
But both, along with assistant
trainer Dan Brennan, are in charge
of taking care of the 400 varsity
sport athletes at Western. .

And, -even though they don’t like
to work, chances are that every
football player at Western will visit
either Doc once during his career.

Studies show that 100 percent of
Division 1 football players wil suf-
fer an injury during their careers
that will knock them out of one
game, according to Dr, Bob Good-
win, who is one of the Toppers’
teamn physiclans, Out of that 100
percent, 20 percent will miss up to
six weeks with an injury.

“The patient to trainer ratio kind
of makes it tough,” Edwards said,
“You may have 15 people at one
time saying, ‘Hey, Doc,"™
Goodwin said that without
trainers, there cowldn’t be any

Continued on Page 18
Column 1, ‘This Sectlon
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BILL EDWARDg
Western’s trainer, checks a
Player on the sldeline during
the Hlltoppers’ 35-13 season

(top pno'c'w,'

andy Deera, Western's
assoclate trainer, look gt the
actlon during the game,

(Statt Photos by James Morris)
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q-7-§t
By MARK C. MATHIS
Daily News Sports Editor

- defense. They aftacked is
Y.V S but we calmed down some at the
_Joe Arnold learned back in high WKU fooerc” S ‘

nicely,

-half. We didn’t have any. continuity
" 8chool that jt was best for him not " in the first hait.» M

.10 go with the flow, could run for 100 yards,” Arnold  G-W had the ball for nearly 23 |
.~ “When I was in high school 1 us- saiq. -““The next ‘game against minutes in the fipgt hall while
-ed to run against the grain, ‘while Morehead I got about 80 yards, My Western was getting settled down,
. the other running backs would be geal today was to gain 100" '

The Bulldogs + had some sirong
running straight,” the Western ~ The Decatur, Ga., native Plcked drives in the half with quarterback
Sophomore sald. “I can stop in one up 50 of that j

hone biast up the Jesse James operating out of the
spot and cut back on instinct.” . middle

‘ where he juked several * veer. They couldn't get thé ball in
That abllity served him “wel) Bulldog defender }

S. That run set up the end zone; though, angd that took
Saturday In the Hilltoppers® 35-13 McKenzie's first score, which came some of the starch out of their.at-
Season opening ‘romp over Gard- on the next play. - T R tack, .. .o, ; P
ner-Webb (0-1) as ne galned 112 .y offensive line was bounding * G-W drove to the Western nine
yards on 10 carvies and scored a away all day, It was easy to hit the - late in the first half, but Mareus
touchdown, - e ~ holes,"” the Owensboro Catholic Burnett intercepted James In the
Arnold scored from the one with product saig. . . - - “ . endzome. - S
40 seconds left in the first half to ~ western had opening day jitters " “When yow're down there knook.
make it 14-6 and send Western on s It looked none top impressive its Ing, you've Bol to score,” sajq G-W
Its way to the blowout in front of AN first couple of serles, Two tirst-half  coach Woody Fish,
estimated 11,000 fans gt Smith  fumbles hurt the Toppers and Jeff Western' started controlling the
Stadium. _ oo Parker's two field goals in the se- ball more In the Second half, as its
It was only the second time in gopq quarter staked G-W to a g0 size and depth wore on the visitors
Coach Dave Roberts’ tenure at lead with 11:14 to 20 In the half. © from BoilingSprIngs, N.cC - C o
Western that ope of his running After McKenzie's second score “Anytime an NAIA team ‘comes
backs has rushed for over 100 made it 21-5 with 8:48 left In the 1o play a I.AA team, de
yards. Senior Pat McKenzie Was  thipd Quarter, Roberts put in the to be a factor. You've got to play
the first back to do it, gaining to1 mop-up troops, error {ree,” Fish sajd. L s
vards and scoring three touchdowns ‘“We were going to let the Arnold was also Western's -
against Morehead in 1984, McKen- quarterbacks do different things at leading receiver with four_ca'tche's
zie scored on runs of 30 and tw the start of the game,” Roberts for 37 yards. David Armstro
yardsagainstGardnerTWebb. .0

sald. “'But Gardner-Webb did some ‘Toppers’ backup quarte;
“After the first tlme I Played things to fou us up. We didn’t pass - :

ast year against Centra) Florida, I . very well. Jeff (Cesarone) was hay-
old Coach (Jim) Tinjus that I ing some troubie read

.. Contfnuedon Pagels |
8 .the " Column3, This settion -
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(Staff Photo by Mark Workman)

WAYNE BUSH (27) of Western gets ready to fall on the football that
Gardner-Webb's Jimbo Early drops durlng Saturday's season opener
for both teams at Smith Stadium. The Toppers won thegame 35-13, . . :

Western bombs G-W;7%,

Continued From Page 14-A

counted for- the only passing
touchdown of the day on‘a 16-yarg
strike to Tommy Shakir in the third
quarter. Kelvin Nedd scored
Western’s other touchdown on a 2-
yard run.in the third quarter. Chris
Poston closed the scoring with 3:44
to go in the game for G-W,

Recetver Kelvin Richardson stood
out for G-W with six catches for 75
yards. James was good on 11 of 24
passes for 173 yards and four In-
terceptions.

Cesarone hit nine out of 18 for 69
yards. ' '

Gardner-Webd 00 06 00 07—13
W. Kentucky 00 14 21 00—35
GW-—FG Parker 2%

]

GW—FG Parker 23
WKU-—McKenzie 30 run (Maher klck})
WEKU—Arnotd I run (Maher kick)
WEKU—McKenzie 2 run {Maher kick}
WEU—~Nedd 2run {Maher kick)
‘WKU—Shaklr 16 pass fram Armstrong (Levis
kick) .
GW—Paston 2 rua (Parker kick)

« A 11,000 -
' GW  WKU
First downs 20 2]
Rushes-yards 50-207 35-245
Passing vyards : 174 s
Return  yards 4 47
Passes 12-25-4 11-24-0
Punts 4137 &-218
Fumbles-tosf 32 42
Penalties-yards 3:22 4-558
Time of Possession 35:19 244}

INDIVIDUAL LEADERS

RUSHING — Gardner-Webb, Posion 13-38,

Middleton 5:53. W. Kentucky, Arnotd 10112,
McKenzle §-45.

PASSING — Gardner-Webb, James 11-24-4-173,
Benson 1-1-0-1, W. Kentucky, Cesarone 9-18-0-69,
David Armstrong 2-4-0-49.

RECEIVING — Gardner-Wabb, Richardssn
&75, Cunningham 242, W. Kentucky, Arnold 4-
37, Coates 2-14.




JEFF CESARONE (8) prepares to hand the ball off

to Joe “Arnold (33) in Western's season-opening
game against Gardner-Webb Saturday at Smith

" The Arnold Express . - I

(Statf Photo by Mark WOrkman)

f
Stadium. Arnold rushed for 112 yards in the game
and the Hllitoppers rolled toa 35-13 win.,
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Effort fine i
but Tops

PN, F-%-9¢

Dave Roberts said if his Hilitop-
per football team didn't piay better
this Saturday against Division II
Livingston than it did last Saturday
agalnst NAIA sacrifice Gardner-
Webb then it would lose. PR

That's more than a fair predic-
tion, considering the slow start
Western suffered before heating up
the Bulldogs 35-13. ' ‘

But, then again, Western is much
better off finding out what its
weaknesses are against a team that
it can come back and beat than one
like, say, Tennessee State, which
was showed mlidseason form iIn a
7-6 victorious struggle against Mid-
dle Tennessee. L

Western needs to learn how to
win again, and sharpening its teeth

against a couple of lesser foes he-

fore heading to the University of
Louisville in two weeks is good not
only for psyching up, but also for
the psyche, . ‘

In other words, beating up on a
nobody from Appalachia will help
develop the confidence needed to go
to Metropolis. ‘

Roberis was calling the plays,
but he wanted to start the game by
letting Jeff Cesarone do the check-
ing when he came to the llne of
scrimmage Saturday. If the junfor
quarterback didn't ltke what he
was seeing, then he had a free
hand to change the play. -

s,

" Mark C. |
Mathis

. Daily News
"~ Sports Editor
-~ Commentary

Gardrer-Webb showed some good
coachirig when It .switehed its
defense enough to keep the Toppers
off track until late in the first half,
Also, had Western not fumbled

. twice in the half, it might have
rout even sooner than it

begun the
did. - e
“We. 'were a little rusty; and it
took a little time to get the cobwebs
-out,” Roberts sald, - Lo

" If the season opening win is taken

in context of what he and his staff
were trylng to accomplish, it prob-
ably was no more than a fancy
scrimmage. This Saturday’s game
-against Livingston can probably be
viewed the same way, although the
Tigers probably won’t be gobbled
up quite aseasilyas G-w, - . .

“It was really just the second
time we had put everybody
together,” Roberts said, adding
that probably less than 50 percent

of his offensive package was used

tofre \Efmfh?mﬁﬁmﬁ“ﬁiwmm

opener, .
‘were rusty

inthe game, f

~ The Toppers did something that
probabiy hasn’t been done - since
Roberts came from Vanderbilt —
rush for more yards than they
passed for. Western ran for 298
yards and passed for 118. The Tops
also ran 36 of 60 plays. Not bad for

. @ team that was throwing the ball

upte 50 times in a couple of games
last year. R R
“YWe wanted io run all ihe backs,
lock at the sprint draw and counter
plays,” Roberts sald. "I was real-
ly pleased with the offensive line

[P

£l

blocking on the run, and early the

.defense came up and stopped them

when they got inside the 20 on us,”
Western’s secondary was perhaps

' the weakest part of the defense In
the early going Saturday, but it too

warmed to the occaslon after a few

serles. Free safety James Edwards.

had two of the team’s three In-
terceptions, Strong -safety *'Mark
Johnson had six unassisted tackies
to lead the team in that category,
Linebacker Wayne Bush had six
total fackles and returned an in.
terception " 19 yards. The Allen
County-Scottsvitle product drew the
start when Mike Carberry went
down with a knee injury two weeks
ago. Defensive end Marcus Burnett

Continued on Page 9
- Column 4, This Section
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Lmdsey pums way
into record books

g5k
Continued From Page 8
stopped a G-W scoring threat with
his end zone Interceptmn late in the
first haif. :
. L

One person who made & quick
impression in the contest was

- backup quarterback David Arm-
strong, whe came Into the game
late in the third quarter after
Western had buiit a 28-6 lead.

The Nashville, Tenn., sophomore
completed his first pass to Cedric
Jones for 33 yards and came back
two plays later with a 16-yard
touchdown pass to Tommy Shakir
for the Toppers’ last score of the
day.

Armstorng wasn't the only
reserve who got a long look, either.

“We wanied (o play a lot of
defensive linemen. We got to lock
at everyone we wantied to,"
Roberts said.

LI B

N

Bowl!ng Green_ senior Adam
Lindsey’s first of four punts Satur-

day put him In the record books as

Western’s career kicking leader. .
Lindsey was tied with Ray
Farmer with 222 punts going into
the G-W game. Lindsey averaged
38.8 yards per punt Saturday.
: LI I

* Defensive end Curt Paige is listed '

as very questionable for the Liv-

ingston game because of a deep |
thigh bmise he suifered agailnst

G-W.

That lnjury was lhe only one of a
serious nature in the opener,
though accurdlng to Roberts

Roberls has galned ar reputat!on
as something of a crafty coach dur-
ing his time at Western, but listen

- to what he did to be ranked as one .

of the top five recruiters in the
country in Sports Iilustrated’s
speclal foothall issue,

‘When Roberts was an assistant ‘

coach at Vandy, he was going after
a. player that was "also being
recruited by Notre Dame,"

“I told him we’d build him a

Golden Dome for him at Vander-

bilt,” Roberts said. :
He lost the player to the Irish,
but like 81 said, what an effort.

Jieataoal

- -——




V AILULTE BFELL
reumen set

when LU
eets T@ps

G=ix~ L
ByMARK C.MATHIS
Dally News Sports Editor -
Former Vanderbilt head football
coach George Macintyre ~was at
Smith Stadium checking up on one.
" .of his former employees Thursday. -
MaclIntyre was visiting with Dave
Roberts, who was an - assistant
coach at Vandy when the school en-
joyed some of 1ts greatest success_
in1982. e :

WKU football .

If MacIntyre is sticking- around
through the weekend,  then there
could be a heck of a Commodore.
coaches reunion because Sam Me-
Corkle — another of his former
assistants — will be bringing his
Livingston University football team
here for the Hilltoppers’ ‘second
game of the year Saturday.
(WKCT-AM, WDNS-FM). .
.McCorkle and Roberts will be
reunited anyway. And it will be
mirror image time for the 1 p.m. -
kickoff. McCorkle has made the
Vandy passing attack an offensive
staple for his Tigers, who are (-1
after dropping a 92 decision to
East Texas State last week.

‘That score might be one- of the
most misleading in history, if for
no other reason than the Division II
team from Alabama held East

. ‘ \ . S (Staff Photo by Mark Workman)
Texas to 79 yards in total offense, . - .
“The defense was good last R S WraPPed uP '
week, but we were not very consis- . '
tent on offense,” McCorkle said. PAT McKENZ}E (34} of Western is stopped by a 3515 win to start the season. Livingston comes to

Western didn't really have pro- Gardner-Webb defender during last Saturday’s Smith this Saturday to meet the Toppers.
blems with consistency on offense  game at Smith Stadium.- The Hﬁltoppers rolled to a _
last week in-its 35-13 season open- .
ing romp over Gardner-Webb, it  One thing is for sure,” neither ships, is led by Ronnie Glanton on  Arnold had 111 yards on 10 car-
just had trouble holding ‘onto the team will surprise the other much defense. - ries last week with a touchdown.
football in the early going. on offense, ‘ Glanton is a 5-10, 259-pound junior McKenzie had two scores.

Maybe that had something to do  “Both sides know the advantages who had nine tackles last week. The Western defense really held
with the Hillloppers running the and disadvantages, and they xnow Senior end Kenny o Littles was a the game (ogether until the offense

-
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Former Vanderbilt head football
coach George Maclatyre was at
Smith Stadium checking up on one
of his former employees Thursday. .

MacIntyre was visiting with Dave
Roberts, who was an assistant
coach at Vandy when the school en-
joyed some of its greatest success
in 1982. - ‘

WKU football

If Macntyre is sticking - around
through the weekend, then there
could be a heck of a Commodore
coaches reunjon because Sam Me-
Corkle — another of his former
assistants — will be bringing his
Livingston University football team
here for ‘the Hilltoppers’ second
game of the year Saturday
{(WKCT-AM, WDNS-FM).

McCorkle and Roberts will be

reunited anyway. And it will be

mirror image time for the 1 pm. -

kickoff. McCorkle has made the
Vandy passing attack an offensive
staple for his Tigers, who are (-1
after dropping a 9-2 decision to

East Texas State last week,

That score might be one-of the
most misleading in history, if for
ne other reason than the Division II
team  from Alabama held East
Texas to 79 yards in total offense.

. “The defense was good last
week, but we were not very consis-
tent on offense,”” McCorkle said.

- Western didn’t really have pro-
blems with consistency on offense
last week in-its 35-13 season open-
ing romp over Gardner-Webb, it
Just had trouble hoiding onto the
football in the early going. ‘

Maybe that had something to do
with the Hilltoppers running the
ball more than throwing it for the
first time since Roberts came to
Western in 1984,

" McCorkle said his team will mix
up the run and pass, and Western
will continue to run the ball, accor-
ding to Roberts. . . .

A“We're going to run the  football,
but we also worked the quarter-
backs and receivers. hard this
week,”” Roberts said.

PAT McKENZIE (34) of Western is stopped by a
Gardner-Webb . defender during last Saturday’s .
game at Smith Stadium.. The Hilltoppers rolled to a

One thing is for sure, neither
team will surprise the other much
on offense. L .

“Both sides know the. advantages
and disadvantages, and they know
how to attack you,” Roberts said.

Just as Gardper-Webb was: con-
cerned with Western’s size. coming

into last weelk, ‘McCorkle has simi-

lar worries. S =
“We pressured East Texas pretty
well, but we worn't do that to
Western,” MeCorkle said.
“They’ve got those 290-pound

Jinemen and more numbers.”’

Livingston, which has 38 scholar-

- last week if Livingston

”Wrapped up |

ships, is led by Ronnie Glanton on
defense. ‘
~ Glanton-is a 5-10, 259-pound jumnior
who had nine tackles last week.
Senior end Kenny: Littles was a
preseason All-America pick.
Quarterback Pete Riley will have
to do better than the $-23-3 passing
performance that got him 70 yards

the ball against Western;, MeCorkle
said.

Both Joe Arnold and Pat McKen-
zie solidified their spots in
Western’s backfield with a produe-
tive alternoon against G-W.

is to move -

(Statff Photo by Mark Workman)

By

35-15 win to start the season, Livingston' comes to
. Smith this Saturday to meet the Toppers. . .

S

Arnold had 111 yards on 10 car- .
ries last week with a touchdown.
McKenzie had two scores. .

The Western .defense really held
the game together until the offense
got going last week.

Five G-W mistakes set up all of
Western’s scores. G-W suffered
four fumbles, two interceptions in
the end zone and a bad snap on a.
punt. ‘ .
““We had asked the team to get
some turnovers for us, and they
did,”” Roberts said. . _

Of G-W’s 330 vards in total of-
fense, onlv 80 came afterhalftime
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-~ BOWLING GREEN, Ky. — When
a bqy comes from Alabama, it's usu-
ally with a football as well asa ban—
jo.on his knee.

~uS50 the Tigers from tiny Livingston
Umversxty, which is in the shadow
of the-University of Alabama, dida’t

jet &f ’bother them when Western -

Kenfucky's Pedro Bacon peeled off
@..-9%yard touchdown run from

 scrimmage or when Billy Haynes
blocked a punt and recovered it in . £

the encL zone.

Livingston, an NCAA Dmsxon II
schooliwith an enrollment of 1,537
andedymember of the Gulf South
C;!ri‘.l'ﬁrence just countered with

plenty of big plays of its own and . ..
JeIt the disheartened Hilltopers 23 © -
21' losers yesterday at L.T Smith - -

Stadlum.4

T “Wenlive and die football ia Liv-_
mgstan," said coach Sam McCorkle. -
#%e Tnay not have as many fans as
Alabama, or Auburn but they're just

as,avxd
f\ “Aand we may not have as many
er-as big a players as they have at

Mabama or Auburn but ours love:

xhe:r ‘football just as much.”

r:’s Instead” of riding into Louisville
next Saturday. 2-0 and-aiming to
knock off the struggling Cardinals,

Ylestern will spend the next week -
figuring out how to cover punts, find
thé lost magic of its suddenly erratic .

passmg game and wonder what ex-

Zctly it:was that hit them from Liv- -

u}gston.

¥ .H:lltoppers coack Dave Roberts
sals ~hiss team  has-“worked and
Worked" on specialdeams play and

ure kickmg game, but yesterday Liv~
pigston--totaled 128. yards on.four .

pant E2turns. -
"*"}knd“quarterback Jetf Cesarone

Who threw for 2,737 yards last year.‘

foliowed - his’ 9-0f-18, 69-yard per-

to?mance in the 35-13 opening win

ower Gardner-Webb with a 22~o;-36

P

" .
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" Statistics
At Bowling Gmn - T
LIVINGSTON vorpensorsonmerson 71 0.3-~3
WESTERN KENTUSKY =2 o 14 7 3 &

. Livingston — P.J. Cromer, 1, run {Andy Lo~ _~

max Kick), Western Kentucky — Cedric Jones, 3,
pass from Jeff Cesarone (Dan Maher kick}. West-
ern Kentucky — Pedro Bacon, 9%, ryun (Maher
kick), Livingston — Lorenzo Graham, 2, run (Lo«
max kick). Livingsten — Cromer, 2, run (kick
blocked). Western Kentutky — Billy- Haynes,
tlocked punt and recovered Io end zone. (Maher
kick). Livingsten — FG, Lomax, 27,
Aﬁmdam:o - 7,500 (es .

First downs S
Net yards rushmg

ASSES ... S 14-26-0 -, 22362
Passing yard:, pir
-Return yargs R LS | S
Fumbles lost by R - |
Yards penalized...... 862 " §-67-
FPunts.

Loutsville will play Western -
Kentucky at Cardinal Stadi-
‘um Saturday at 7 p.m. - -

212-yard game .and two mtercep-
tions yesterday.

“We had a 17-yard punt of our
own and practically: gave up a

touchdown on every punt return,”’

said Roberts. “And I just don’t know

- what's wrong.”

The 17-yard punt by senior Adam -

 Lindsey from his own nine to the

Western 26 led to Livingston’s first.
touchdown, a one-yard run by P.J.
Cromer, that gave the Tigers a 70
first-quarter lead. "

Just before the half, in their bend ..
and break coverage, the Hilltoppers .’

_swatted helplessly ‘as sophomore:.
- Kenneth Watson returned g Lindsey
‘punt 67 yards to the Western four.

ATwo plays later,

" scored, this time.from two yards.
“-out, for a 20-14 'Livingston leacL
- (Haynes blocked thé PAT).

Cromer- again '

And in case aay of the 7, SOO_féné

‘thought.there was hope for the spe-
“cial teams, sophomore running back
~Kelvin Nedd followed that Living-
-ston score by returning the kickeff

for a touchdown, only to have the

_piay called back by a clip. -

lelngston Wuhm .
- - superintendent for Jefferson County

"'I‘hey ]ust made some untimely

. mistakes,” said McCorkle, kindly.

But the difference was that Living-
stonn bounced back rrom its -mis-
takes.

Bacon's 99—yard run, a simple
slant play “where one guy brushed
my Ieg" was the longest from scrim-

-mage.in- Western history (the pre-

vious "record, set in 1953 against
Eastern Kentucky, was held by
Gene McFadden,  now an assistant

schools) and gave the Hultoppers a

- _-_,—14—7 lead.

~-*That play could have broken our

. backs,” said McCorkle, “but instead

we came right back.”
With the help of a 50-yard pass

from .quarterback - Pete Riley, a 5-
.. foot-8, 170-pounder and son of Cana-
- dian Football League coach Bud Ri-

‘ley, to Bobby Williams, the Txgers
© tied it up 3:39 later.

In the third quarter, after Haynes
had blocked a Glenn Johnson punt

and chased it into. the end zone o

give Western a 21-20 lead, Living-
ston pounced on a Cesarone fumble
at the Western 10 and four plays lat-
er scored on a 27-yard Ixeld goal by
Andy Lomax.

“We don't have the numbers or
the size of Western,” said McCorkle,

~*put we have the desire.”

“The fans down home are crazy,”

‘said Riley, who is from Burlington,

‘Ontario, and bas had a four-year

crash. course m footban Alabama-‘

style. ~

Westerns last tnreat came with .
'8:34-left-in the.game. The Hilltop--
pers-took  over—on-their own 21. Ce-.

.'sarope hit running back Joe Afmold
with a 26-yard pass on the {irst play-
‘and moved Western to the Living-
ston 39 before facing a fourth and.

six. with 5:04 left.

" After a timeout, and despite the
pleading of the crowd, the Hilltop-
pers elected to puat

"1 was glad to see that:.said
McCorkle. I felt better with the ball
m our kands than in theirs.:..

' Though Western downed the punt
on the Livingston four and ‘had
bopes of three piays and punt, the
Hilitoppers didn't get the ball'back
untii the clock read 0 11. ani they
had no timeouts. T

“I felt we could bold them and get
the ball back with two to three min-
utes left,” said Roberts o! ms deci-
sion to punt.

Instead, the Tigers gmned 33
yards on the ground simply by mov-
ing the bigger Hilltoppers;backward.

“I had confidence in our lme,"
said Riley. T

“I felt like we were a little
{resher at that point,” sald McCor-
kie.

Haynes says the Hzlltoppers were
“absolutely not” looking. ahead to
Louisville. “We' just got ‘beat by a
better team.”

Roberts says he may have con-

centrated too much on the running

game the last couple of weeks and it |

might be time to fine tune the pass—
ing attack. DA s

“We haven't been very good for
two weeks in a row throwing the
ball and that's supposed to be our
strong point,” he said. -

And the defense? While it only al-
lowed Livingston 213 net yards (the

.,Hilltoppers managed 317), “we can't

give up the big plays like that 50-
yard pass,” Hayn% said. !
“All I know,” concluded Roberts,

‘*ig that we've got a long way to 80

hefore we play Louisville.”

B Y- L L -
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ByMARKC MATHIS .

Daily News Sports Editor
If Livingston was supposed to be
Miss Patsy II, then it must have a
brother named Rambo because the
Division II' team from Alabama
played like it was on a mission in
handing - Western a 23-21 upset

Saturday.

The Tigers were billed as the se-

cond *‘easy’ opponent for Western

coming into Smith Stadium. The
first was Gardner-Webb, which
sacrificed itself last week.

The Hilltoppers and an estimated
7,500 fans found out that nothing
came easy, except the shock of the
defeat, on the second straight sun-
ny afternoon that they had played
on.

“We had to have big plays to do
anything,” said Western coach
- Dave Roberts. “The -momentum
kept going back in their favor very
quickly. I had told the team . all
" week that the game would be be-
tween three and seven points.”

. 'Western’s big plays were a 99-
yard run from scrimmage by Pedro
Bacon in the second quarter that
put the Toppers up 14-7, and a
blocked punt and recovery in the
end zone by Billy Haynes that put
Western in a precarious 21-20 lead
with 2:56 to go in the third quarter.

What really blew Western out of
the water, though, was something it
had been working hard on since
last spring. |

The Toppers had a horrendous
time covering kickoffs and punts all
afternpon.

Livingston’s first touchdown — a
l-yard dive by P.J. Cromer with
6:30 left in the first quarter — was
set up when senior Adam Lindsey
shanked a punt from his own end
zone that put Livingston in business
at Western’s 26.

'ops oan% covon
m .Sm

. yards 'to the Tops’ -

- WKU football -

I..wmgston broke a 14~14 tie after

Western watched cornerback Ken--

neth -Watson run a punt back 67

scored his second touchdown of the
afterncon from the 2 a play later

with 1:11 left in the first balf. Wat-. |

son returned four punts for -129
yards on the day.

“The kicking game. was pathet-
ic,” Roberts said. “I've never
spent 50 much time on the kicking
game and been so bad.”” -

“Without even looking at the
films, it seemed like' the speclal -
teams ‘killed us,” said Haynes a

senjor from Henderson

" Cromer’s second. score capped a-
wild 9:05 span at, the end of the-

first half that saw Western get on
the board, take the lead be tied
then Jose thelead: :

Jeff Cesarone, who completed 2
of 36 passes w1th two interceptions
and 212 yards, hit Cedric Jonmes
from 3 yards out with 9:05 left in

the half to get Western on the -

board.
"The Tops looked like they were
headed for another blowout like last

week’s against G-W when Bacon
broke several tackles at the line of |

scrimmage and sprinted for the

longest touchdown run in Westem -

history with 6:46 left.

Bacon, a 5-11,- 207-pounder from .

Paducah broke Gene McFadden’s
96-yard record run that had stoed
since 1953.

The loss left the sophomore less
than impressed with his ae-
comphshment

Continued On Poge 13
Column 5, This Section
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- Continued From page 12-A -
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“It don’t mean a hill of beans if
you don’t win,” he said. “It gave

_ us a big boost, but we made a cou-

ple of costly mistakes.”

Livingston was unimpressed, {00,

as it drove 84 yards jn eight plays
after the’ ensuing -kickoff and
Lorenzo Graham scored from the 2
with 3:07 to go. Haynes blocked
Andy Lomax’s extra point try to
makeit20-14.
“-“When they got that long run it
would’ve been a -good time to get
down, ‘but we- didn’t;” said Liv-
ingston coach Sam McCorkle “it
was a.complete team,game. We
had some people who didn’t get in
the game who were on the.sidelines
giving encouragement.”

Dan Maher had a shot at a 23-
yard field goal with 4:12 to go.in
the third quarter after a nice drive,
then the roof seemingly caved in on
the Tigers.

Quarterback Pete - Riley was
sacked on a third-and-11 play from
the Livingston 19, and Haymes got
the score on the next play.

The first play of .the ifourth
guarter doomed Western as
Cesarone fumbled the snap at his

* own 10.. After three incomplete

passes, Lomax kicked the game-
winner from 27 yards out.

Western drove from its own 21 to
the Livingston 39 before kicking the
ball away: with 5:04 to go in the
contest.

. Roberts took a long look at going

Toppers get burned
Dy Tlgers returns

for it on the fourth-and—seven play.

“We- felt that if we punted we'd"
get the ball back with about two
minutes left, but when we got it
back there was only a- few seconds
left,”" he said.

There were 11 seconds, to be ex-
act, and Cesarone .was.intercepted
by Watson to end any hopes. =
- The questions were raised after-
wards of whether Western was
looking ahead to the showdown with
the Univers1ty of . Louisvi]le next
week.

“We ‘were trying to concentrate
on this game,” said senlor corner-
back Vernard Johnson. “I guess
we’ll have to look ahead to
Louisville now, because they're the
next team we play » ;
t.ivingston ¢
W. Kentucky 0

LIV == Cromer 1 run (Lemax kick)

WKU — Jones 3 pass from Cesarone (Maher
k]a}:(u — Bacon 97 run (Maher ki¢k)

LIV — Graham 2 run {Lomax klck)

LIV — Cromer 2run {Kick {ailed}

WKU — Haynes, recovered blocked Dl.lnf in

endzone -
LIV —FG Lomax 27

o

A—7,500 .

RN ‘o Liv wKU
Flrst downs ot 13 12
Rushes-yards R T ATTT 24-108
Passing yards . . " . . 134 212
Retyrn yards . : 165 1
Passes. . .o 26-14-0 36-22-2
Punts - 9-40  8-37
Fumbles-lost . 141 - 3
Penalties-yards . B-62 8-67
Time of Possession 33:56 26:04

INDIVIDUAL LEADERS

RUSHING — Livingston, Graham 12-54,
Cromer 16-43. W. Kentucky, Bacon 1-%9, Arncld
B-25.

PASSING — Livingston, Riley 25-13-0 136. W.
Kertucky, Cesarone 34-22-2 212,

RECEIVING — leingston Brown 325, w
Kertucky, Jones 11-121,

B ) —_—— —



. {Staft Photo by James Morris) I
Juking Joe o -
JOE ARNOLD of Western runs for open territory Stadlum. The Tigers from Alabama pulled off a 23-

during Saturday’s game with Livingston at Smith 21 upset of the Hilltoppers.

DA ,‘; S




football schedule, anyway? '

That must be the question Coach'

Dave 'Roberts -and some of you
were asking - after the Divislon ‘II
club from the sinall dot on the
Alabama road map left its Tiger

paw prints all over the Hilttopperst

in a 23-2t upset 0 ,,

‘’Perhaps the answer_ lies in where:‘ B
leingstonlslocated Vb et i e

i

Alabama. became synonymous:

with big time football when the late
 Pauil “Bear” Bryanl was leading
the Crimson Tide on yearly ram-
pages
“Conference.

Auburn always has had strong _
football by Kentucky standards, but--}-,
it was also always In the shadow of ,
the Bear and the Tide. ' RARR

A ‘reporter wondered in the

-, postgame press conference if foot-
ball s taken as- serlously 'In Liv-

Ingston as it s, say, in 'l‘uscaloosa'

or Auburn.

“You bet It 1s,” replied Coach

Sam MeCorkle. “We don't have as
many “people ;.as they do in

Tuscaloosa or Auburn" but nobody .
has more loyal and enthuslastic

fans,
“I feel like T've got the best job
in America,” s

-That’s some ktnd o! commltment'

from ‘a man who plays in a, town
with a liftle over 3,000 people. ="

Yes, football ‘Is taken - ‘more
serlously and played with more
zeal In Alabama, but Livingston

didn't win because of that ‘aura. -

One reason it won was because it Is
a gritty llttle team wlth some talent
tn spots. - “

,?“;.

Who put Livtngston on Western S

through the Southeastern - ) | _
-keep Roberts awake Saturday night

teams. Gl

i Sports Editor o

gl "

T I |
.-.Another reason,

reason it won .was beeduse of the

thlngs Western didn’t do.
#The glaring weakness that had to

were the missed tackles on special

B4R ,\"ﬁ BRI

#iThe ' Hllltoppers ‘outgalned ° Liv-

“Ingston 317-213 In’ total oHense but
“the Tigers, ‘or more approprlately
‘Kenneth - Watson,’

“returned ~four
punts for 129 yards Western had 24
yards In punt returns, ...

.-, 0n the 67-yard return"th'at st up

Livingston's ~go-ahead touchdown
right before the half, Watson broke

. at least six soltd htts by Western

defenders, .

The second game of the season ls
no time to start polnting fingers,
but Western had enough more than

.. enough guns to win this contest, :It -

should've put Livingston .away In .

-the second . quarter -.after. Pedro
. Bacon ran ‘89 -yards ‘from scrim-:
~mage and put the’ Toppers up 147,

Instead, the Tigers came on to

: eore twice in the_fina! 6'46 of the -

.half.

the opening weeks to get ready for

- Commentary ;= ©yi ;
: : . agalnst..;Gardner;Webb
qeiey e bee pety OpEner, sbut a ‘blowout ensued, : It
the. biggest

Perhaps the -phllosophy “of i
schedultng two supposed patsies in =

backfired on the Toppers.,
Two easy wins would ‘get the

;'_‘ blood pumplng and the confidence

building toward -the ‘rematch with

" Coach Howard Schnellenberger and
 his Cardinals, -who rare :in-a deep -
v rut after gotng scoreless dn thelr _

. first two games. .5

Laensitan fabe
«It-took & little while to get going
i in —the

‘looked ~llke " the :same: thing ..was

happening .. Saturday : against Iiv-:

ingston, but the Tigers never -did

foldup, ‘tabany o b PSR

So, instead of belng 2 0-::and
trothing at the mouth for Louisvlile,

_the Toppers are 1-1 and maybe hay-
‘Ing doubts about, themselves after

glving a‘' game to ‘an inferlor oppo-
nent,

Now, Loulsville must be the one
_ frothing “at the mouth at the sight
" of - Western coming ‘to Cardtnal
Stadium this Saturday night, .

It's only natural that Western “or

any football team, wouldn’t be abte
to get as emotlonally ready to play
an NAIA 'and Divislon 11 school on

consecutive weeks. But sheer phys-

lcal superlority should’ve been able
to - carry Western.
“ingston, ¥
‘came into’ play because the Toppers

-constantly .had : their. hacks to the.__:

wall

ardlnais

Conttnued On Page 9
; ‘;'_j Column 5, Thls Seetton v

The

the - University ' of : Loulsville

o owir o

Against " Liv-
‘the ":depth ' factor . never.

-

“:’One can only wish that ‘Loutsvllle ol
,will suffer from the same malady {
that struck ‘Western last Saturday,: -
will look at




.‘l PER I

i -Contlnued From Page 8

Westerns ﬂrst two opponents the
Livingston loss, ‘and’ laugh
{themselves to sleep, ol o
-:What Western needs to do now is -
forget the lelngston game ever

' happenec! ;

- . 0 . . .
Quarterback Jeff Cesarone got
"his first serious work Saturday, hit-
-ting 22 of 36 passes for 212 yards, a
touchdown and two interceptions.

" The Geneva, Nil., native played

consistently - well throughout the
~game, but he couldn't get the big
~vplays when Western needed them.
. Making those plays has been his
, !trademark during his career here

Cesarone mainly worked his sec-
ondary receivers for the second -

. straight week, but flanker Cedric
:, Jones was one wide out who got his

share, catching 11 passes for 121 -

, ryards and a touchdown,

" "Keith Pasketl, a preseason - All-
America candidate caught his flrst
two passes of the-season Saturday
for a total of 24 yards,

L I N ] .
Bacon's touchdown run was the

‘

" stops.

“workout Saturday with a game-hlgh
“15 tackles,'five of those solo, Calvin
- Edwards, - dnother : linebacker, ‘had
10 tackles twe) of which were, sulu

Corneruack Vernard Johnson re-

corded two sacks of quarterback .

Pete Rlley for 25 yards in losses

Livingston went all lhe way to
Ontarlo, Canada te grab Its 5-9,
170- pound quarterback. Riley's ta-
ther, ‘Bud, Is a coach in the Cana-
dian Footbail League PSR

Fans traveling to the’ Louisvllle
game ‘can get in a -Hilltopper

~wearavan that leaves from the Smith

‘Stadium park!ng lot .at 1. p.m
“Saturday. S
Warren County Sherlff ';Jérr
“Peanuts” " Gaines “wiH - lead t_he
-caravan up I:65 to the county line."
The caravan will make a stop at
Cave City, then continue on to

- Lowisville, A police escort whi be

provided by the Jefferson County
Police when the group gets to that
county lne. -

Linebacker ‘Neli _Fatkin ) got a.




ALLEN KING (99) slams into Livingston running .- King and his Western Hilito

. s ppers fell to Livingston
bdck Michael Bridges Saturday at Smith Stadlum '23-21, The loss dropped Western’s record tol-l.. ooy
i : . .. *_=<- e - - 5 , . _Z‘ q»_/g ) |
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| L _ o DM FellFienet by s !
-Westert.l's Jeff Cesarone, being sacked by a slow start, but will be coun{ed ;x: }:e:\'r‘i;;w
U of _ L's Mi_ke Minogue last season, 1s off to by the Toppers in Saturday’s rematch.




| Quarteba ck vital to prpérS’
'cham:es of beating Louisville

By DIANE PUCIN

j,. Stalf Writer 7-‘ j ‘ A
Jeft Cesarone’s father i3 In risk
management insurance and the
Western  Kentucky Guarterback
“might be wishing about now that he
had a polley, + = .. .

The 6-foot-1 junlor has a biogra-
phy.and statistics that take up an
_entire page of the 1986 Western
.Kentucky University media gulde,
but he's stumbled on Chapter
Three of the story.

The Geneva, It.,, product earned
a starting role In the fourth game
of his freshman year, missed the
last two games of that season with
a shoulder injury, then ¢came back
last year and began to establish
himself as a star in Bowling Green.
He passed for 2,737 yards and com-
pleted 57 percent of his passes with
only seven interceptions In 447 at-
tempts, an Interception percentage
of 1.6, best in NCAA I-AA history,

To say that Cesarone is having a
slow start this year 13 a kindness,
He opened up the season with a 69-
yard throwing performance but at
least all the completions were to
teammates,

In Western’s disappolinting 23-21
loss to Division Ii Livingston Satur-
day, Cesarone covered some re-
{ spectable yardage -~ 212 — byt

’

¢ also floundered enough to throw

two interceptions,

If the Hilltoppers are io have a
chance Saturday when they trave!
to Louisville to meet the Cardinals
at 7 pm. at Cardinal Stadium,
coach Dave Roberts and Cesarone
agree improvernent wili have to be
made in the passing game,

"We've been trying to get a bet-

ter balance between the run and
the pass,” said Cesarone yesterday,
“In the first game we threw 24
times and Saturday 36, Last year
we threw anywhere from 40-60
times a game, I

"It's become a llttle harder for
me to get In the flow and I'm not as
sharp as I should be, When I'm not
sharp, there’s static with the re-
felvers. It's been basically my
ault.”’ - : -

Cesarone is brodd of ﬂis ihter- '

ception ratio of last year and deter-
mined, desplte the two already,
that it whil be just as good this year,

"With our passing game, mostly
short, controlled passes, I shonldn’t
have many interceptions,” he said,
“On one of them Saturday, the re.
ceiver fell down, The other was

just my fault and shouldn't have

happened.” ‘

While Cesarone says the loss to
Livingston was bitter, he's glad it's
Louisville up next,

-“I's an easy game to bounce
back for,” he sald, “We're always
excited to go up there In tront of
the blg crowd and It would be a
great win for us so nobody is look-
lng back too much, it's ali towards
Louisville,

"Louisville deserved to win last
year the way they played, but If
there’s one game I'd have liked
back, It was that one, It's game I
thought we could have won.”




By RUSS BROWN
Oy yrsns weiter 2= [ 7
b The opposmg r¢oaches “are’ti
:}.agreement on at least one point con-
: cerning Louisville's upcoming foo

Teams “go’ from:- being good to
bad: and: bad: to good.: Crazytmngs
happen in this game.”

T'While- agreeing. -on” U of’ I.’s fa-
vored status,"Roberts and Schnelien-
‘berger-hoid- separate- views: on- just

er where there are-no; guarantees

; about - anything.': Certainly,* at: this.
ball/tussle with Wastern Kentucky'.. juncture, we have to be man enough

iouisvﬂle, with . 30° more athletic:.to look:the situation: in the face and
grants and an untold larger number - +.Say: we. should be: better- and: we:

;.0f dollars-at its disposal, shouid pre-- -should:go: out and:
-;j ‘vail in "the-7° pm; 'engagement ‘at- game:*

-

s Cardinal Stadiun
% However,  the’

"-~-Faxr~enough.
protagomsts are “tucky- coach “Dave “Roberts,” whose

in:fhe: Iootball

5. Schnéllénberger catled it
says-Western~Ken- -~ sp1u tneir - biggest gamé of the
~ year™ Not' 50, said Roberts. There

-how much this game means to West

prob-'

. quick to point out, “should™ . is* one - " Division T-AA, Hilltoppers (1-1) are a v “ ‘may be at least two b;gger' old Ohio

. thing; the actual deed. 15 another.

[\, s a game odds-on we: certamly :
% should win,” U of L’ coach Howard .-

2 Schnellenberger said yesterday I -and. scholaréh:ps in their program, I
- we don‘t, we TS all gomg to be very o would: ‘agree,?

',k'; =

_)

8 mdshwm g
c e F=]778
Contmued from Page B 11
i a prospect a5 I've bad at linebacker.
;'Hes 50 bxg. 50 fast and S0 smax:t.
L @ Lo -
: Although senior Dan Cenone has
gj_nﬁssed both of his field-goal . at- |
- tempts, each from 31 yards, Schpel- .
.. leoberger. says he sees 1o causp for
alarm.

e

“He doesa't have any problems,
Schnellenberger .said. “He's - just 1
missed his first two foul shots. Kick- |
- ing field goals islike shooting- foul !
-*shots — you kope you hit 70 percent -
. of them and you hope you don't
‘miss them at the wrong time, .~ .
oo “When I was in the NFL, I did a B
study of field-goal kickers, and they !
- “all Kicked about 68 to 70 percent’of -
them. Some stayed in the league 15
. _years, some two, three or four °

-years. It was when they made them o

and when they missed them.”  *7

Cerione’s attempt against IU-was E:
: partxally blocked, but it was a line- :

.drive kick that might not have been
": on target anyway.
“We'll work on it a Yittie bxt more

‘than we - have,” Schnellenberger

said. “The idea is to get a little more -

elevation on the bail. For some rea-
son, he's dnvmg it forward.” .

notch. below.. U
peckmg ord

“On pape

"But

Roberts saxd.

of L ._m_ the NCAA" " Valley'- Conference ' rivals’-Murray
B T State and Eastern Kentucky, which
V. with a lot more money | come: -up-
W&cterns visit to Loms_vule

e've "developed Y rivalry w;tn

back-to-back ™ fonowmg 3

Eastern and Murray along the lme

,-, _'that is pretty big,”:Roberts said. S 4
“.see it, yes, as being ‘a big game,: but
- not any bigger than some of the oth-’
:.ers, probably because of the longev-—~

i-ity of -the rivairies. We just try to
~approachit-as one. of 11. and .the

¢ ..players take care of the rest”"

- 7~ In. comparison to-the; other. mtra-

- state” feuds, Western’s’ series -with-

““Louisville is still in the infant stages.”
o .The Hilltoppers -have. played..East-
.. ern 61 times-and Murray 52.; This
il

} Despite shutout loss&s to” Illinois
(23-0) and Indiana '(21—0) 5clmeuen-

h be 'thé' '27th  meeting -with:
U ‘of L, the Cardinals, noldmg a 14—"

- berger says he believes U. of L is on *
the upswing, as evidenced by Mon- -
day’s high-octane practice. .

“It was one of the most spmted
we've had'since I've been here,” he
said.”” “The improvement
younger.. kids. was so encouraging
that as I came off the field I had a

“Qur football team has responded

much closer to being in position to
compete with good teams. They un-

new sense of- strength and accom-;
plishment.

to. the. fact-that they're -getting so -

‘th rreshman reserve: Ed Reyn-

olds bemg sidelined for-the:rest:of
the season with'a broken right ankle:

" suffered “against. TU,” Ron Madrick
- moves into the.backup -insideline-’
” backer spot behind Matt Battaglia. |
in- our .

Madrick, " a.. 5-foot-11,” 205-pdiind
junior from DeSales High School; is
the son ot former U of L assistant.

-',,-llard High- SchooL”""" E

" Schnellenberger | said - Reynolds,

.who will now be a-medical redshirt.

and will-have four, seasons, of el:gx-

derstand whera this team has been ~ Dility, is.an outstanding prospect,.
and where it is now and. tney re mo- -.

,twated hxgher o :.-:_"

~“He has—a great future,’ Scnn.el ’

,v\_lenberger said. IIn fact, he 'S as; gmd -

Lyt See U OF L7 C g
PAGE 13, coI. &'mis,section .
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Continued ‘from' Page B . l" -
is freiting over the prospect of fac:
ing even a Givins-less U of L team.

“We played hard.against Living:
ston, but we broke down on_ the
klcklng game very badly,” Roberts
said.” “That wiped us.out, We're
making- a 1ot of mehtal errors.” We
can't let that sort or thing happen to
uk at Loulsville, -

1 "“We've . played sloppy our - first
twe games and it's showed. So we've
got to make - some - sirides in 8

urry RN i

Mistakes by the special teams

eren't Western’s . only _problems

" agatnst ‘Livirigston or in a 35-13 vic-, -
tory . oyer, iGardner-“-febb in the

OPEBOI‘ J,"r BT

+In_dwo. games, N the Hltltoppers ‘_
h‘ave been penalized for.122 yards, *
~yeat (41, oatches, 829, yards) as. a,

and -have . Jfumbied ;;seven .fimes,
Iésing three. Roberts has put nore,
emphasis on a .running attack this
- year, but to little avail so far, and in

ulle ;Sroces Westems passing game s

has' déterlorated SR B

more who has galned 137 yards. But
111 of those came In the opener. .
While there- has been no. consls-

oy "u_ 2L

; v ’ b L
' EﬁeoTigdﬁiesﬁﬁg?yéfS:; ‘2;1,,‘,’1,2 “the play of thé Hilltoppers' special .

-streaked past Roberts faster than
“his eyes could focus, * : .

thie By Uss BROWN s dld was turn our heads and he was
C G st witer G- (- 4, gonet

Western . Kentucky University - Of course. Roberts wont have to
football coach Dave Roberts stll worry about Givins in the Western-

has a clear plcture i his mind of .U of L rematch at 7 p.m. EDT Sat-.

the back-breaking play ln last years s Urday at Cardinal Stadlum. The fleet

23 14 loss to Louisvllle I wldetz recelyer/refurn ace now plays
++ for the Houston Ollers. . . ..

Well fnaybe not completely clear ‘But Roberts is still worrled about

*'teams, which so far this season hdve
‘ghown h speciat knack for getting

 Western had Just narrowed a “ 9 ‘Last Saturday, Western suffered a

' deficit to 147 midway through the surpr!s!ng 23-31 loge to Livingston

third quarter ‘on a 67-yard touch-.“(ajay ‘and 1t didn't take a Sherlock

_ down ‘pass .from quarterbdck Jeff - poimes o figure out that break- -
Cesarone to split end Keith Paskett. . : downs on - thg speclal teams pro«-

" But on the ensuing kickoff, Givins vidéd the fatal blows. .
zipped 94 yards down the fight side  Two of Livingston's hree touch-

of the fleld for what proved to be -downs came on drives of just 26 and :

i:Western Into some sticky situatiops. '

3

SI‘BClal teamS ha SRR h one en_d.‘z.ll#e to the otherT _?[:d all we

U of L’s cliriching touchdown,

*.1"We had momenturn on that long * 8nd & §7-yard punt return
:pass,” Roberts recalled, ""Then we

onds — I think that’s about how long

“He ran by me real fast, I know - provlded the winning points. °

t{¢ i that I don't kriow what his 40 time ., . Little wonder, then, that Robegts
"See SPECIAL TEAMS - :
PAG‘% 12, col, 1, (hls sgeq_tj?n'

1Is, but I can assure you he got from

tency to the Hilltoppers rushlng ‘at
tack,. Pedro -Bacon, -a- sophomore‘
watk-on. . from .. Paducah,’: showed i
some big-play ability with a $9-yard !
touchdown burst against Livingston.
~ Even Cesarone, a’ strong-armed
junior who.has, passed. for 3,018 ca-»
reer. yards and already owns 13.
school records, has struggled ]
“He did not play very.well the.
first game, He ilmproved some last
week,” Roberts said, "He's got to

‘come on and ‘play belier for us {0
. play some of fhe people we re going ’.
to play.s e hes A G
i Western’s. top receiver Is- junior<

flanker .Cedric Jones, . who_has 12
catches for, 154 yards and the Hill- !
toppers’, only. TD vla the air,: .}z
Paskett, the fastest p!ayer ever at
Western, Ahe ;leading receiver, last

junior and No. 5 in career recelving |

yardage (1,403), has managed only l

two catches for 24 yards.: ... .
-Despite, Western's, dlsappo!ntieg

s start Roberts still belteves the Hill- !
{ Westérn's leadlng -Tusher is Joe-
Arnold, a 5-foot-11, 187-pound sopho»

toppers are potentially l;etter than '

‘last year's 4.7 team. oy s oy

“We've gotf better talent,- botn o(-

_ fensively and defensively, so we re '
exciled about that "he said

A 2 B

* {our yards following an 18- yarq poht d

. Yet another glifch occurrﬁd when
) round on the klckoff and "a kickoff return by Kelvin Nedd for .
‘ S}ﬁ“eglﬁhﬁ’s loc?k =he r:omentum -an apparent touchdown was called .

. - back because of a holding penalty. -
. right back away. in about nine sec And Dan Moaher missed a 23-yq:rd J‘
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S Directing the troops - DN Fle-th

DAVE ROBERTS, Western's football coach, gives his players a little ready for their game this Saturday at the University of Louisville.
- pep talk before Wednesday's practice. The Hilitoppers are getting




- responsibility . for

DN g.19-5¢

In all football’games, the object
of the defense Is to stop the of-
fense; and the object of the offense
Is to score, :

Those two factors may not more
pronounced than when Western
travels to Cardinal Stadium to take
on the University of Loulsvllle at §
p.m. (CDT) Saturday (WKCT-AM,
WDNS-FM). .

The reason those two baslcs of
football take on deeper meaning in
this game is that U of L has yet to
score, . )

Mark C.
- Mathis

Daily News
Sports Editor
Commentary

In years past, the Cardinals sim-
Ply had too much firepower for
Western to stop, And Western
didn’t have enough punch to keep
upwithUofL., ,

Now, U of L’s offense can be best
described as rmysterious. Andg,
while Western couldn’t be said to
have squeezed the life out of its
first twe opponents on defense, it
has shown the ability to deliver a
few hard knocks, '

So, to the swrprise of almost
everyone, this game may be decld-
ed by how many points Western's
offense can muster,

“"For us to win we have fo go out |

and play our game,” said quarter-

back Jeff Cesarone. '‘We've been |

pressing too much, and the passing
game hasn’t been fluid, We haven't
been clicking and that's been my
fault, We need {o try not to do too

much. We’re going to have to keep -

the ball longer,”

Cesarone shouldered much of the
last week’s
disaster against Livingston. Al-
though he completed 22 of 35 passes
for 212 yards, Cesarone also - threw -
two Interceptions. ..., ., . AR

“I wasn’t very pattent, I can’t
have any mental mistakes,” he
sald, ‘ o

Western has been working mostly
on the running game in the early
part of the season, and that Is the
reason . Cesarone said he hasn’t
been as sharp.

‘“The first game we ran so much
that the passing wasn't there,” he
sald. . :

“Being prepared mentally is the

big thing,” said senfor running
back Pat McKenzie, “Wa'ye got to
have good execution.” ; ‘

Execution is something with
which U of L’s offense” hasn't had
that many problems In 'its two
103365, a1 undl it ‘got within
smelling distance of the goal line.

Western's defenders seem to
think they can keep the Cards off
the scoreboard,

“We're capable of shutting them
out,” said James Edwards, a
junior free safety. "“The pass
defense had some ilttle breakdowns
earler, but they run a pro type of-
fense and pass deep, so it’s easler
to defend against that.”

Linebacker Neil Fatkin, who got
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Contlnued From Page 1-8

hold of his game with 15 tackles
against Livingston, said the defense
must be responsible for getting the
wlgeover Uof L.

“They have a lot of tendencies,
and if everybody notices what’s go-
fng on, we'll be all right,” he sald,
“They run a lot of screens, so we

haveto watch for that.”

. How did

the Radclifi natlve'

bounce back after getting jusf three
tackles against Gardner-Webb? i

“I was just hustling. 1
said.

The last two years Western has
played the Cardinals, it has been
intimidated by the size of both the
team and the crowds at Cardinal
Stadium. Several players think that
won't be the case this year,

“I'm golng in feeling strong
because this is the last time I'm

was
definitely ln the groove more, " he
5, the people in Louisville, but the

. -.the holes,

‘U of L coach

that we're a good team. Not just

peopie all over the state.”

"golng to be playing them,” said
Mark Johnson, a senior strong safe- !
ty. “We've got to prove to people

If there’s any time to do that,

this ls i€,
¢ ¢ o

,Western coach Dave Roberts has

“taken Some steps the last couple of

days to ‘ease the special teams pro- .

- blems., .
. Steve Shankweller, Western’s of-
. fenstve coordinator, has been glv-
“Ing extra attention to the special
" teams this week. :
Roberts has also changed some of |

the personnel on the speetal teams,

Robherts has moved some starters °

into the specialty slots to plug up

v e v
In‘ somelhing of a surprise move,

Howard
Schnellenberger has decided to

hench quarterback 1d Rubbert in

favor of sophomore Jay Gruden.
Schnellenberger sald on his radlo
call-in show Thursday night that
Gruden’s ability to sprint out will
give the Cards more flexibility.
2 & %

Linebacker Wayne Bush,
earned a starting spot when Mike

Carberry went down with ligament .

damage in his left knee, has
himself suffered a knee injury that
will keep him out of the U of L
game, according to trainer Biil
Edwards.

Look fer Calvin Edwards and
Russell Foster to take up the slack.

Also, running back Joe Arnold
has a sprained knee, bul he will
play Saturday, Edwards said.

A T
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By RUSS BROWN
CC, ) Staft Welter

Dave Roberts to pop the cork on a
bottie of champagne or otherwise
celebrate when Neil Fatkin decided

to sign with Western Kentucky a Iew

years ago,
Al a mere 5 feet 1, Fatkin was

'hardly a recruiting coup, even for a

Divigsion EAA program.

- In fact, Roberts originally phoned e

TFatkin only as a courtesy {o Fatkin's
brother, Mark, who was an Aca-
demic Al-American at offensive
guard for the Hilltoppers in-1985.
Roberts sought Nell Fatkin half-
hieartedly at best. i

"We didn't yecrult
hard,” Roberts said.

fim very
“We made a

couple of calls and all of a sudden

he decided {o come.” - .

Then Roberts had a real problem
figuring out what to do with him
once he arrived in Bowling Green.

As a senior at North Hardin High
School in  Radceliff, Ky., Fatkin
earned All-State honors at runniag
back, gaining 2,497 yards and lead-
ing the state In scoring with 212
points on 35 touchdowns and a two-
point conversion. But the backfield
was out of the question at Western,

“He wasn't fast enough to be a

running back or big enough fo he a .
“We didn't
know where he'd fit In. We were go- -

-fullback," Roberts said.

ing to try him at four or five posl-
tions and see if any clicked.”

One did. Londly, Thus Fatkin will
be in his customary starling spot at
linebacker when Western (1-1) chai-
lenges Louisville Saturday night at
Cardinal Stadium. ¥

Fatkin led the Hilltoppers in tack-
les last season with 112, includng 59
unassisted, and he's the top tackler
again this year with 18,

Not bad for a fellow who was told
he probably had no future in college
football — by none other than the
coach who signed him, -

“Coach Roberts was up Iront with

RS wetyr)

- - Yo

Tnere was no reason for coach -

NEIL
FATKIN
Uses welghts
" to overcome
size problem

me,"™ Fatkin said. “He told me 1 was
too small and he didn't think I was
good enough to play, but that he was
going {o give me a shot. :
. “He said he was taking me be-
cause of Mark and was counting on
the bloodlines, which kind of hurt
my feelings. But I respect him for
being honest.”

Besides, Fatkin knew better, and
was eager to prove his worth,

1 have tofal confidence in my

_ abllity,” he said. “I don't think any

college that told me I was too small
was considering how hard T try. T
give 100 percent and I knew I could
play anywhere.”

- How could anyone know that the
spunky Fatkin’s gritty determination
would help overcome his lack of
size?

Roberts’ volce still takes on a tone
of wonderment when he talks about

the smallest player on Western's

roster,

“He doesn’t fit your traditional
linebacker.” Roberts said. “I've nev-
er coached anybody like him. He
comes up to about my waist and you
say, ‘There's no way he can play.’

“But he's one big muscle and he's

.got a heart that runs all the way

[
i:’!l

through his body. He’s a competitor
who overcomes every obstacle you
put in front of him and just keeps
coming to the top.”

Although Fatkin Is a stocky 200
pounds, he appears to be no maich
See FATKIN'S :
PAGE ll, col. 3 this section
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- for the behemoths he sometimes

r

has to knock out of the way o get to
the ballicarrier.

. Crunch. Splat. Get the siretcher.
12ily lives

Seasen and just may be thc, strongest
player on the .

- Bey Astree’s 475, and his squat of

. 700 pounds is the best.

- ways,” Fatkin said. “Being stronger
Jhelps.” :

4rd I can prefty much get lower
* than azwbody I play against.”

-bebind those tackies and I promise
you the guards can’t see the guy
! runping around back there,” Rob-
. ers seid.

“I know my size hurts me, so I
have to make up for it in other

Ironicelly, in som ways his
height works to his advaniage.
“He's so short that he ~ets down

“A lot of taking on 3 guy one-on-
one is who getls lower Fatkin said.

Falkin misses carrying the foot
bail and crossing the geal line, but
be’s satisfied playing hnebuc}\er and
dida't find the tracsition difficuls

{eam. He bench .
.. presses. 430 pounds, second only to
- 63, 240-pound defensive tackle Rod-

well ?E&{:@é

“I just wanted to play, I didn%
care where,” he szid. “I probably
prefer running back, but as long as

- T'm on the field I’m kappy.”

©. Again, though, Fatkin's looks are -
- deceiving, because he virh
- in the weight room during the off-

Fatkin would be even happier if
“Western  could - somehow  upset

U of L Saturday. He did his part in

 last year's game, making 11 tackles

and recovering a fumble that led to
Western’s last touchdown early in

the fourth quarter, but the Hilltop-
pers still Iost 23-14.

This year could be different, he

warned, ever though Western is -~

coming off a disappointing 23-21 loss
io E..mngstoa (Ala).
“I think if'we can get it together

and forget about last week’s loss, -

we've got a good shot,” Fatkin said.
“But we have to play to our capabili-
ties. I think-we kind of overlocked
Livingston because we thought they

‘were a lesser team and we dzdn‘t

take them senously ”

But that won't be a prob!em w:th
U of L, will #t?

“No, sir?” Fatkin said. cr

CARD FILE -~ On his radio ca]l-
in show last night, U of L coach
Howard Schnellenberger said sopho--
more'Jay Gruden will replace junior
Ed Rubbert as the Cardinals’ start
ing quarterback Saturday.

“The fact that Jay does a litile
more sprinting out and that ae ‘can
escape the rush ... will allow us to
do some things that we haven™ been .
able to do,” Schrellenberger said.
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B .RUSS BROWN T
) Cy), Staff Writer < -y J“’{'
- '%You can ¢all Jay Gruden's debut’
as the’ University of Louisville's
: starting quaﬂerback a’ smashing
success, ¢ .

And ‘you can “call Western Ken-
tucky just plain. smashed. i
Gruden ignited U of L's siaguant
offense and the Cardinals rolled toa
45-6 victory over outmanned West-
ern last night before a crowd of
34,144 at Cardinal Stadium, RN
- The point total represented a real
windfall for U of L, which had
failled fo score in losses to Illnois
(23-0) and Indiana (21-0). It was the
Cards' best point production in 20
games dating back {o a 45-17 victory

over Western on Oct. 6, 1984,
Gruden completed 14 of 28 passes
-for 257 yards and two touchdowns
and directed U of L on six scoring
drives. The sophomore from Tampa,

the starting lineup. .

“complemented Gruden's passing by '
picking up 116 yards rushing on 13

» “They sdcked it to.us,” Western
“Coach Dave Roberts said. *They did
- what.they wantcd {o, do T!ﬂey did a
“heck of ajobi

only. 273 yards total offense ’In iis '

in the first half aione en route to a
24-3 lead. L
Gruden completed 12 of 21 passes
for 239 yards and two fouchdowns,
while Booker pgalned 66 yards-on .

" yard run in the first half,

V/estern, meanwhile, was limited
to 103 yards and didn't get a first
down untll its second possession of
the second quarter, .

Fla,; replaced senlor Ed Rubbert in

Sophomore halfback Deon Booker :

carries, He scored two touchdowns. .

Louisville, v.hlch had managed ’.?

first two games, rolled up 341 yards’

eight carrles and scored on a 23-

..U of L's defense sacked -Hllitop-
pers quarterback Jeff Cesarone four
times for losses of 30 yards and the
“Cards were forced to: punt only

“‘once, Western seven times,

;U of L wasted no time drawing
“first blood, scoring on its first pos-
session when Danny Cerione kicked
a 46-yard field goal just 6'/2 minutes
‘into the game, -

‘The Cardinals had moved from
“their - own 44, but Gruden was
sacked .on a s_e_cond -down play by
Western nose guard Noel Harris for
a foss of eight yards to the 28,

. Then Danny Thomas dropped &

'.pass' at ‘the. 10, necessitating Cer-

sione's flrst fleld goat of the season
after two misses, .-~
- U of L boosted Iis lead to 10 0 by
scorlng lts first touchdown of the
season on its next series. Booker
See GRUDEN
PAGE 6, col, 1, this section



" ‘.'.‘C . A '& - S.}é
”Cuntmseﬁ from: ?age One

” broke' through ' the middie o: the_.'
~ lge, then angled fo thelefton 2 23
- ward TD run with 348 re“lammg m__.

. me first quarter.

“Booker’s jaunt capped an Ss-yard.
dnve that aiso featured his 20-yvard .

- rif, a-13-yard reception by Calvin

Dixson- and 2 17—yard .catch by,

James Eowazd, -

““Groden's 41-yard pass m Enc-

Vaughn enabled U of L to pose yet

- . angther threat before the.first peri-

odrended. But this time a 41vard
field-goal attempt by Cerione was

Eow and to the right with 1:10 lefi.
Western didn’t manage its first

ﬁrst dowz until 414 minutes into the

second-quarter. - I{-came during a-
drive from its owR 27 to the Louls-

Vﬁie 21,

“‘Butona thud—down play, Weszern .
- was whistled Ter ofiensive pass in-.

. terference, pushing the ball back to
the Cargs® 35.

. §till, sophomore Dan Maher was
able 1o get the Hiiltoppers on the-

scoreboard with a 52-yard field goal
with 6:15 remainisg to narTow West-

. ern's deficit to 10-3,
However, Western's hopes of
‘catching U of 1L before halftime
were doused when freshman Keith

Stephens returped ihe ensuing kick--

-off--ﬁl: yards {o the Wesiern 31.

“Three plays later, Gruden flozted -

a 26-yard touchdown pass to Booker
for'a’17-3 lead th 4.49 left in the
fzrst ha.f. :

WESTERN KENTUCKY e 8 3 3 0 — 6
LOUISVILLE wnvecissimneee

er.23, run {Cerione kick). Western Kentucky —
FG,.Maher, 52. Lovisvilie — Booker, 26, pass from
Gruden (Cerione kick). Leulsvilla — Thomas, 12
pass-from Gruden {(Cerione kick). Western Xon-
tueky — FG, Maher, 31, Lovisville — Adams, 1,
run {Cerlone kick). Lovisville — Swabek, 14, run
(Ccr)om: kick). Louisville — Swabek, ¥, run <Cer—
iong .

ﬁnendance - 34,144,

wmem‘ Txy. Loy isviil-

First GOWNS aeveimana

Rushes-yards ... 33-93 46-225
Passing yards i35 26
Return yords o 11
Passes /432 5310
Punts . 10-26.8 5-88 4
Fumbles 24
Fenalties-yard 545 M—!Zﬁ

Individual statistics .
RUSHING — Wostern Xentucky: Arncid 247,
MeKenzie 639, Anthony 531, Nedd 410, mangold

39, Armstrong 1- {(minys 9), Cesarone 4- (minus -

28). Levisvilie: Booker 13-115, Siricklin 7-37, Swa-
bek 3—26, Adams;-‘l?. ngh“on 2-13, Grudenl7-13.
e =i, % cobens &%, Tocker 4 aaitller 3-

Statzszzcs

Booker 4 rum. Second = Booker 1 run. Thifd -
—— 0 W T W - 45
Louisville — FG, Coriene, 46, Lewisviile — Sook- )

- of L increased is advantage to -
243 a2t 052 on an I1l-yard touch-

down pass frem Gruden to Thomas,
whose strong effort avoided two

tacklers on the right sideline. Thom- .

as was hit at ihe five by free safety
James Edwards and cornerback
Vernard Jochnson and gppeared to

_be stopped at the four by Edwards, ‘
© but escaped. -

 Maber kﬂcked another field gcal‘
. =— this one 31 yards — with 5:48 left .

in the second guarter. It was set up

- by a 16-yard pass from Cesarone io

Malcolm Darden and g M-yard Tun

; by Pat McKenzie,

‘ButU of L stormed right back to
increase its lead to 31-6 on a one-
yard touchdown rum by fuuback .

Jokn Adams.

" Gruden’s runnming and passing,

along with a2 26-yard run by Booker,
set up the TD. Gruden completed a
18-yard pass to Thomas, scrambled
23 yards, then gained 10 yards on a
draw play before Adams dived over
from the imilback position with 1:15

. Eeit in the third period.

Sophomore cornerback Gary War-
ren’s diving interception set up an-
other U of L touchdown early in
the fourth guarter. The Cards took

over on. the Western 42 and six
plays later Craig Swabek burst up
the midgle for a 14—yard 'ID TuR -
. ‘wn:h 11 59 leit. :

%oc!:‘b;er 2% pazs from Gruden for TD (Ceriens

LOUISVILLE 74, WESY'ERN 3 — 245 left In see-
ond quarter, seven plays, 85 yards. First play -
Vaughn 40 pass from Gruden. Second — Knighton
( pass frem Gruden. Third — Howard 15 pass from
Gryden, Foyrth — Vaughn Incomplete pass from
Gryden, Fifth — Bocker 9 run. Sixth — Xnoghton %
run. Ssventh — Thomas 12 pass from Grucen for
TO {Cerlone kick).

WESTERKN KENTUCKY & LOUISVILLE 2¢ —
5:48 left In third quarter, é ptays, 313 yards, First —
Darden 16 pass from Cesarone, Second — MaKen~
zie ¥ run. Third — Mokenzie, 1 run, Fourth —

. Paskeit ¥ pess from Cezarcene. Fifth — Cesarone-

pass incampiete, Sixth — siaher, 31 FG,
LOUISWILLE I, WESTERN NENTUCKY § —

" Y:15 [e¥ in third querter, 10 plays, &9 yards, First

— Gruden ingomplede pass. Second — Thomas 20
pass from Gruden. Third - Booker 25 run, Fpurth
= Keith S{ophens ne gain. Fifth — Gruden 22 run.
Sixth = Gruden 13 run. Sevenih - Booker 2 run.
Eighth = Adzms 2 run, Ninth — Adams 2 run.
Tenth — Adams 1 run for TD. {Cerione kick).
LOUISYILLE 37, WESTERN XKENTUCKY § ~-
159 left in the fourth quarter, 5 plays, 42 yards.
Firsi - .;?rickﬂn $ run. Secorrd - Swabck 3 ryn,

cor §oran,

T

Western Kentucky's Kelvin Nedd picked his way upfield last
night for short yardage, which was the only kind the Hilitop- -
pers managed as Louisville limited them to 103 yards.




WESTERM KE
LOUISVILLE w10

- 180, Armstron
6257, Howard

was whistled for offensive pass in-
terference, pushing the ball back ic
the Cards™ 35. Yo

Still, sophomore Dan Maher was
able to get the Hilltoppers on the
scoreboard with a 52-yard field goal
with 6:15 remairing to narrow West-
ern’s deficit to 10-3.

However, Westerns hopes of

"catching U of L before halftime

were doused when freshman Keith
Stephens returned the ensuing kick-

-0if 61 yards to the Western 31.

.Three plays later, Gruden floated
& 26-yard touchdown pass to Booker
for a2 17-2 lead with 4:49 left in the

NTUCKY e @ 3 3 0 — &
W 7 %~ 45
Lovisville — FG, Cerlone, 46, Louisville — Book-

er, 23, run {Ceriohe kick). Westorn Kentucicy =
FG_Maher, 52, Louvisvilie = Booker, 26, pass from
Gruden (Cerione kick). Lovisville — Thomas, 32,
pass-from Gruden {(Cerione kick). Westorn Kon-
tocky —F&, Maher, 31 Lopiwville — Adems, 1,
run{Cerione kick). Louvisviile — Swabek, 14, rua
_(Cef;one kick). Levisville = Swabek, 9, run (Cer-
ione),
Attendance -~ 34,744,

s Western Xy.Louisvilie
First dOWNnS uvmvemeissesncecineme 7 28

. Rushes-yards e P L6225

© Passing yards .oecccoesnien 135 296
Return voards ., . 4 L

BLLC T - PR, X 5310 '

T PUNIS ctssccemirermrrsarnenennns 1368 . 5388
FUMBIES-IOSE . ooeerieecemacmnomecae 24 s34

. Penalticsyards cmsiccreee 545 W20

...  Individoal statistics
RUSHING — Woestern Kemucky: Arnoid 841,
McKenzie 439, Anthony 531, Nedd 4-10, Mangold

" 39, Armsirong 1- (minus 9), Cesarcne 4 (minus -
" ZB)-Lovisville: Booker 13-114, Stricklin 7-37, Swa-
" bek 3-26, Adams 9-19, Knighton 213, Gruden 7-13,

Baftaglia 1-4, K. Stephens
ASsiNG Westorn Kemhscky:

P, - orn
7-14-1-55. Levisville: Gruden 14-29-
0-0, K. Stephens 1-1-0-39,
RECEIVING — Western Kentucky: Darden 539, -

1, Tucker 10, Miller 1-

- Jones 4-21, Bacon 1-15, Barbar 115, Paskett 3-12,
. Coates. -4, McKenzle 29, Nedd 23, Kimbell 2.3, .

Manrgold 1-2, Lowisviile: Vaughn 2-81, Moward 4-62,

- e

How they scored
"EOUISVILLE 3, WESTERN KENTUCKY ¢ — 9:31

- feffin first quarter, 13 plays, 27 yards, First —

r, 8 yd run. Second — Adams, 3 run. Third

f= Booker, 1 run, Fourth — Loulsville, five yard -

- pass. from Gruden. Sixth — Booker, no
‘Seventh — Louisviile, five yard penalty for delay

penalty for ineligitle recelver, Fifth — Hownrdi'la
3its,

of game. Eighth = Howard 12 pass from Gruden,
Ninth « Adams 3 run. Tenth — Gruden incom- |
plete pass. Eleventh — Gruden, sacked for eight -
yargd -loss: Twelfth - Gruden Incompiete pass.

. Thirteenth — Cerione, 44, fleld goal.

T = Darden 3

LOUISVILLE i, WESTERN KERTUCKY o —

. 3:42 in left in 15t quarter, § plays, 86 yards. Flrst —

Booker, 20 run. Second = Adams 1 rua. Third —
Dixson 13 pass from Gruden. Slxth — Howard 17

pass - from Gruden. Seventh — Adams 2 run.

Eighttr-—Adams 5 run. Seventh — Gruden 5 run,

Eighth = Booker 23 run TD. (Cerlone kick).

WESTERN KENTUCKY 3, LCUISVILLE 10 —
8:45 left In socond quarter, nina plays, 36 yards,
First play — Anthony 7 run, Second — Darden 8
puss from. Cesarone, Third = Anthony 2 run.
Fourth — Mangold 2 pass from Cessrone, Fifth
Anthony % run. Sixth — McKenzle 12 run, Sevanth
pass from Cesarcne. Elghth =— -
MeKenzie 3 ren. Ninth — fasher, 52, field goat,
LOUISVILLE 17, WESTERM 3 = 448 left in

- cdme daraa playe, (T usrdn Tiegd mtow o

i T A L s TP, ey L gl Tl oy '

t Cesavone 1429

* Tucker, 139, Knighton 235, Thamas 335, Booker 3= ————"oc. .— .
| 30,-~Dixson 13, )

Gruden’s: running and passing,
along with a 26-yard run by Booker,
set up the TD. Gruden compieted a
18-yard pass to Thomas, scrambled-
23 yards, then gained 10 yards on &
draw play before Adams dived over
from the tzilback position with 1:15
left in the third period.

Sophomere cornerback Gary War-
ren’s diving interception set up an-
other U of L touchdown early in
the fourth gquarter. The Cards tock
over on the Western 42 and six
plays later Craig Swabek burst up
the middie for a l4vard TD run -

. with 11:59 left

"~ Statistics : o
Booker 4 run. Second =; Bocker I run, Third — .-

E.poi;er 26 pass from Gruden for TO (Cerieng
{498 .
- LOUMSVILLE 24 WESTERM J = =45 le# in sec-
ond quarter, seven plays, 25 yards, First play =
Vaughn 40 pass from Gruden. Second — Knighion
0 pass from Gruden. Third — Howard 15 pass from
Gruden. Fourth = Vaughn tncomplete pass frem
Gruden. Fifth — Bocker 2 ryn. Sixth — Knoghton $
vih, Seventh - Thomaes 12 pass from Gruden for
70 (Cericne kick).

WESTERM KENTUCKY &£ LOUISVILLE 26 — -
5:43 teft In third quarier, & plays, 23 vards, Birst -
Darden 16 pass from Cesarong. Second — McXen-
zie 4 rua. Third — Mexenszie, 1 run. Fourth —

Western Kentucky's Kelvin Nedd picked his way upfield last
night for short yardage, which was the only kind the Hilltop-
pers managed as Louisville limited them to 103 yards. :

Paskett 2 pass from Cesarone. Fifth — Cosarone:
pass incomplete. Sixth -- Mahar, 31 FG.
LOUISVILLE 31, WESTERN XENTUCKY & —

- 15 left in third quarter, 10 plays, & yords. First

- Gruden incomplete pass. Second — Thomas 20
pass from Groden, Third — Bookar 26 run, Fourth
~ Keith Stephens no gain. Fifth — Gruden 22 run.
$ixth — Gruden 10 run. Seventh — Booker 2 run. {
Eighth — Adams 2 run, Ninth = Adami 2 run.
Tenth — Adams 1 run for TD. (Cerlone kick).
LOUISVILLE 7, WESTERMN XKENTUCKY & —
11:59 left in tho fourth quarter, 5 plays, 42 yards.
Flrst — Stricklin 9 run. Second — Swabek 2 run,
Third — Stricklin I run. Fourth — Tycker 0 run.
Fifth — Swabek 15 run-for TD, {Cerlone kick).
LOUISVILLE 45, WESTERK KENTUCKY 6 —
3:57 Jeft in fourth quarter, 4 plays, 40 yards, First
= Miller (minus 4) run, Second — Tucker 39 pas:
from Stephens. Third — Stephen 1 run. Fourth -
Swabek 9 run for TD. (Cerione kigk). ’

L
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VERNARD JOHNSON (bottom) ef Western battles with Loulsville's
Eric Vaughn for a pass Intended for Johnson Saturday night In
Loulsville, Western took it on the chin for the second stralght week,
falling 45-6, ‘
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D, f"J G-2j -5/ ¢
- By MARK C. MATHIS -
Daily News Sports Editer

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Here’s the’
sunday morning riddle: What hap-- |
ens when a bad Division I-A team

lays a bad Division I-AA team? If

t's the University of Louisville go- -

ng against Western, as was the

ase Saturday night in a nearly full
“ardinal Stadium, then ‘it can be:
. guarterback Jay Gruden to Booker
- with ‘10:11 to go in the half and

2lmost anything.
For example, U of L — & team

hat hasn’t scored in eight quarters:
— explodes for 24 points in the first-
- the half, - Schnellenberger had to -

1alf on the way to a 45-6 shelling.

“1 don’t know how to react to.
his kind of situation,” said Coach-

Howard Schnellenberger after his
leam rolled up 521 yards in total of-

fense compared -to Western's 228. " —
“The team - finally came together-

and played well. Western may not

be that strong of an opponent, I-

don’t know. But to score that many

points 'and -keep the other team’

from scoring a touchdown is quite
an accomplishment.” ’

The 34,144 fans who came out to
see the members of U of L's
basketball -team get their 1986
NCAA championship rings at the

. half got a first half bonus — they
. got to see the Cardinals score and -

score and score” and score. and
score.

- It started out mnocentiy ensugh
with 2 46-yard Danny Cerione field
goal with 5:29 to go in the {irst

‘quarter. But after a 23-yard run by.

Deon- Booker, a- 26-yard scoring
strike from {first - time  starting

another scoring pass from Gruden
to Danny Thomas near the clese of

have been: lighting up one-of his "
famous pipes for a victory puff.

" U of L had a 10-0 Jead before Dan .
Maher kicked a 52-yard field goal

the second-longest in Topper his-
tory — with 6:15 to go in the half.

Western might- have had a
touchdown on its best drive of the
night if not for a offensive pass in-
terference penalty on an 1l-yard
compietion from Jeff Cesarone to~
Keith Paskett that gave it a first
down on the Cardinal 11. °

it was that kind of game early
for Western, but Iater it wouldn’t -

Vmatter .

- fend,”

“We had nothing offensively ear-
ly, and when we started getting our
offense . together we couldn’t de-
sald Western coach Dave
Roberts. “We had momentum for
just about 10 seconds.”

Gruden was 14 of 29 for 257 yards

‘with no interceptions in his first

start that many observers felt was
planned since the end of last year.

The 6-0, 185-pounder hadn’t been

particularly effective in his other

- appearances this year — throwing

 three interceptions agalnst Illineis

‘— but -he looked like a Heisman

Trophy candidate against mostly
single coverage by Western.

“Y missed a couple ¢of reads here
and there, but our receivers made
some great catches,” said. the
sophomore from Tampa, Fla.

Western didn’t shy away from
the challénge at the outset, running
a2 no-huddle offense- that Roberts
employed throughout much of the
first half.

The Toppers were also gambling
on defense early, blitzing on sever-
al oceasions and showmg blitz
many others.

That ploy leit Cardmal receivers

- s¢ore. -

“second half.

like James Howard and Eric
Vaughn alone agalnst either Billy
Haynes or David Bailey. .

On the scoring pass to Booker, .

~ the 5-10, 185-pound sophomore was:
-all alone against linebacker Allen

Reitcheck.
Thomas ran out of the grasp of ;

Vernard Jobnson and James: Ed-:

wards at about 4-yard lineior

“We didn't do anything dlffe
ly on defense,” Roberts said. i

Even though punter Adam Lind— -

sey was much more effective

"Saturday night than he was against

Livingston, special teams problems
still hurt Western.
The Gruden {o Booker score was

- set up by a 6l-vard kickoff return
put the
.Cards in business at the Westem

by Keith Stephens that

31. .
The scoring subsided some i.u the :

Mzher kicked his second field

.goal of the game from 31 yards out’
‘with 4:48 remaining in the ‘third,

quarter...
The.~ Cards came back on their

; next possession and scored on a
¢ John Adams dive from the 1 with

1:15 left in the period.
Craig Swabek scored on runs of 9
and 14 yards in the fourth quarter

. to seal the victory. Cerione had five

extra points fo go with his field
goal.
‘Cesarone managed only 80 yards

on 14 of 29 passing with one in-

. W. Kentueky o

terceptmn Cesarone was sacke<
four {imes.

“We've got a blgger offensivi
. line than their defense and the;
beat the heck out oi us, ” Robert

said. ,
The offenswe lme wasnt alone

though.

Loulisvilie

T A-34,000 .- ST

. WKL Lo
First downs T 17 1
Rushes-yards 3393 4
Passing vyards . 135 .8

Refurn yards

Passes -

unis

Fumbles-lost
Penalties-yards
Time -of Possession

< 43-21-2 3115
C10-36 5
-0 k3

- 545 14-32
29:51  30:0

" INDIVIDUAL LEADERS
RUSHING — W. Kentucky, Arnold B4

" meKenzle 639, Anthony 5-31. Lovlsville, Booke

13-116, Adams 919, Stricklin 7-37.
PASSING — W. Kentucky, Cesarene 29-14-1-81

- Armstrong 14-7-1-55. . Louisvllle, Gruden 29-14-4

257, Stephens 1-1-0-39.
RECEIVING — W. Kentucky, Darden 5-3
Jones 421, Pasketr 3-12, Lounsville Howard .
62, Booker X2 30, Themas 3-35.



‘football back on its feet,

Coach Dave Roberts did anything

but ‘shy Jaway from the most ch- -

vious question Saturday night. - -
- When . asked if his team’ has

regressed this year from  where it-

was at the close of last season he
didn’t hesitate.”"

“I told the players this reminded '
‘me of the Louisville game two

years ago,”he said.
. Two years ‘ago — Roberts’ m'st
as Western’s head football coach ~

the Hilltoppers were-trampled 45-17 .

by a group of Cardinals who didn't

yet have Howard Schnellenberger ‘
© as coach. .
Now, three years into Robe*ts’

master plan of geiting Westemrn
the team
suffered maybe its most
humillating defeat ever.

The sad thing about the 45-6 rout
that was laid on the Toppers in
Cardinal-Stadium Is that it wasn’t
done by a team with a surgeom’s
skill, but more like an executioner

with a dull buiter knifa.

“The Cardinals are far from being'
even a mediocre Division I-A foot- .
ball program. As Schnellenberger-

said, they have about a million
miles to go before they will be
competitive on the national scale

that the coach with the pipe has

promised.

So where does-’ that leave

Western, -a squad - that showed
much promise last spring and that
much was expected of before thls
season started.

ourselves.”.

Cesarone attempted and com-
pieted the same number of passes
(14 of 29) ‘as his counterpart Jay
Gruden did for U of ‘L, but the
resuits were strikingly different.

Cesarone had only 80 yards for
his efforts, Gruden notched 257 —

-~ past,
Quarterback : Jeff Cesarone sa1d

the team is still looking for itseif. '

- “We've got to do something. The-
" goaches said we have to look at

Daily News Sports Editor

Commentory

all in the first half.

Roberts- pointed to the offensive’

HUne’s failure to pass block, but
Cesarone, as he has done in the
took fuil responsibility on
himself.

“I wasn’t getting the ball off
quick enough. I had open receivers,
but. I was missing them. The line
played real well,”” Cesarone said.

Both the quarterback and the

‘head coach said the talent is there

for Western to be successfiul, and I
tend to agree with that assessment.

Roberts thought the game would
be so close that only a touchdown
would decide the outcome.

Looking at it optimistically,
Western was knocked out of the box -
after it had to settle for a 52-yard-
Dan Maher fleld goal after an of-
fensive pass Interference penalty.
wiped out a Cesarone. to  Keith

Paskett compietion that would’ve. -

given Western the ball at the Car-
dinais’ 10.
The field goal made 1t 10-3 in-

“stead of 10-7 with a. possmle ;

Western touchdown.

Cesarone sald, realisticaﬂy, that
he didn’t know if anything
would’ve been any different with a
touchdown there.

“They just beat us,”” he said.

LT E e o

Some players talked
game about how in yea:
team was beaten before
on the field against Loul
shouldn’t have been the¢
time, but evidently
Western's defense didn’t

. .-pass or the run very

Gruden’s performance -
Booker’s 116 yards on
would testify. And the of
could get going at full stea

Roberts confessed he «
what the major problel
teamis.

“If I could ﬁgu:e
would,” he said.

The team has been a |
get ahandie on. .

It played just well
bomb Gardner-Webb in
Then it didn’t play v
against Divisfon II Livi
two-point loss. And, fina
tom fell out while it han
its first win in three game
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all in the first half. -

Roberts- pointed- to the oifensive'-‘
line’s failure to pass block, but

Cesarone, as he has done in the
past, - took full responsmxhty on
himseif.

“I wasn't getting' the : ball off‘
quick enough. I had open receivers, -

but T was missing them. The h‘ne...

played real weil,”” Cesarone sald.

Both the guarterback and the

head coach said the talent is there

Logking at - it - optimistically,
Western was knocked out of the box -
after it had to seitle for a 52-yard-
Dan Maher field goal after an of-
fensive pass interference penalty.
wiped out a. Cesarone to Keith

Paskett completion that would’'ve. -

given Western the ball at the Car-
dinals’ 10.
The field goal made 1t 10-3 in-

" stead of 10-7 with  a. possible

for Western fo be successful, and I |

tend to agree with that assessment.

Roberts thought the game would
be so0 close that only a touchdown .

would decide the outcome. - -

- 'he didn’t know

Western touchdown. -

Cesarone said, realistically, that
if anything
would've been any different with a
touchdown there.

“They just beat us,” he sald. .

e

~-pass or the run very well,

Some players talked before the
game about how in years past the
team was beaten before it even got
on the field against Louisviile. That
shouldn’t have been the case this
time, but evidently it was.
Western’s defense didn’t cover the
as
Gruden’s performance "and Deon
Booker’s 116 yards on 13 carries
would testify. And the offense never
could get going at full steam.

Roberts confessed he didn’t know
what the major problem with his~-
team is.

“If I could ngure
would,” he said.

The team has been a hard one to
get ahandle on.

it played just well enocugh to
bomb Gardner-Webb in the opener.
Then it didn’t play well at all

it out I

"against Division II Livingston in a

two-point loss. And, finally the bot-
tom fell out while it handed U of L
its first win in three games.

The gauntlet continues for two
more weeks at Murray, then back’
in Smith Stadium for archrival
Eastern before an open date Oct.’
11 . -

“The Tops are lookmg very hard
at a 1—4 slate by that break. :

[N T I

Punter ‘Adam Lindsey punted 10_' :
times for 368 yards in the Louisville-
game. He only needed 155 going in-
fo the contest to become Western's
ali-time career yardage leader. -

The former record of 8,920 yards
was held by Ray Farmer. Lindsey
now has 9,133 yards on a school re--
cord 243 punts.
~ That’s a telling statistic.

B *«

Privately, Roberts was sald to be
guite upset with -the way
Schnellenberger poured it on the
Toppers.

For the record, Roberts on]y
said, ‘““That’s his thing if he wants
to do it.” '
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‘of outmanned

B RUSS BROWN g :
G-} statf Writer 4 - PP EA
OK we know this much:
Western Kentucky s Piviston I-
AA, and not even one of the top
outfits among that gang of second-
rung college football teams, - -
- Hs tackling was incredibly slop-
py much of the time Saturday

night, and lts offense spotty and .

uninspired.-
Weslern - was clearly over-
matched, as one would expect, in

the 45-6 loss to the Unlversily of

Loulsville, . \

The Hilltoppers certainly aren't
in the class of West Virginla, Flor-
lda State, Cincinnati or even win-
tess Memphis State.

So how do you measure U of L's
progress based on its showing Sat-
urday?

Is the Cardlnals offense, under
the direction of new quarterback
Jay Gruden, finally becomling the
productive, dangerous unit coach
Howard . Schnellenberger expect-
ed at the start pf the season?

Does U of L's.defense continue
to improve?

Or ,.. are most of the good
things that were on display -—
Gruden’s timely passing, Deon
Booker’s elusive running, the of-
fensive line’s crisp blocking, the
defense’s tenacity — largely a re-
sult of playing a much weaker,
outmanned foe? .

;g

The answers to those and other

- questions will come later, against

the remaining eight foes on
UofL's schedule, ail of whom
wlil provide a much stiffer test
than Western, )

- For now, a resounding "who -
cares?’ is the prevalling mood §n

the Cards’ camp, What U of L
really needed was to score aad lo

- win and It did both in perhaps

easter fashlon {han ,expected.
That's sure to boost spirits and

day's home game aga!nsl Mem-
phis State,

“The big thing Is we got a win,

-got our offense going and got our

confldence level up,” Gruden
said, "It didn’t matter who we
were playlng, we needed to get
some points on the board.”

“This makes everyone happy
and excited,” Booker said. "I'm
not saying Western Is a sorry or
bad team. They came out to the
best of thelr abitity and we won.”

Neither coach was willing to
draw any concluslons elther,

“I don't know how good they
are; they're a helluva lot better
than us,” said Western coach
Dave Roberts, “They've played Il-

linois and Indiana and we're obvi-

ously not them, But they did some_
good things.”

For " his part
steadfastly declined. to make any

. specific judgments, ‘except to say
. that he believes U of L contlnues to
" make progress. ‘

"1 don't know anything about
‘Western

Kentucky,” ' Schnelien-
berger said, “I know a lot about the
University of Louisville. I've been

. saying our program is moving for-

ward and is making good progress

“We're sml a ‘million m!les away.
but I think this’ helps give ¢rediblilty
to what we've“been saying, that
we've made some progress.”

* Based on last season’s“game be-

tween these same {wo teams, pro-

gress seems seif-evident, U of L
. struggled to beat Western 23-14 last
© year and Roberis has contended

that this is a beiter Western team,

With the victory, Schiiellenberger
expects another good week of prac-
tice similar to last week’s spirifed
workouts,

Schnellenberger

and I don't thlnk this changes that,
“confldence heading info Satur- . :
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* " Stanford and’ Penp State, among
others, are extremely interested jn a
6-foot-4 high school quarterback in
-Filorida who's president of his senior
class, & 3.9 student and a drop-back .«
passer with a big-league arm, )
His name is Kiint Alexander of
Buchholz High In Gainesville — and
the good news for coach Howard
Scnnellenberger's University of Lou-
Isvile program s that Alexander's
father just happened to be In last
night’s erowd at Cardinal Stadiym, .
 Ah, but wait, S G
The bad news, ‘U of L fans, ig
that, instead of rootlng for the Car- -
dinals, the kid’s dad was cheering
and waving a red towel in vigorous
Support of the visitors from Western
Kentucky.University. RIS
Meet Dr. Kern Alexander, the
Western president since last Jany-

-

ATy, Who's also taking a’course In “attracteq the attentio

FUAR Y b T ARSIEE

R 'bein:g focused on klint. The growing
- - list of suitors Includes Michigan, 1.
* nois, almost all of the Sontheasfern

., Conference schools (including Ken-
fucky) and four Ivy League schools.

~ “I've got a big boy who can throw
it” the elder Alexander said with
understandable pride, “Stanford Is
glving him a good rush, Penn State
- calls on Tuesday night, Tennessee
on Thursday. I toid {Western coach)
Dave Roberts that maybe I could
help him.” ‘

- But probably not,

Klint Alexander's coach, Al Wer.
neke, predicts his quarterback wiil

Coia rier-Tournal
s @ Sports editor

Recrulting 161 by virtue of his role
as Klint Alexander’s dad,

Actually, t's a refresher course.
His oldest son, Kern Jr., just gradu-
ated from Cornell, where he played .
linebacker, and No. 2 son Flelding rule out his dad's unjversity not so
King -is the current captaln ‘of the - Much because jt's an NCAA Division
varsity basketball team af St, Law-  I-AA program. but for-the same rea-
rence University fn New York. son that he'l probably eliminate the

But neither of the older boys ever . See WESTERN
n that’s now PAGE 8, col, 5, this section
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Contlnued from Page One |~

. Unilversity of Florida: too closé to

home, - - o
After all, Buchholz High is only a

~couple of blocks from the Fiorida .

campus where Kera Alexander was

- yunning the Institute for Education-

al Finance when Western tapped
him to replace Dr. Donald W,

Instead of moving the entire fam.

_‘_,"lIy to Bowling Green right away, Al
- exander and his wife, Ruth, a phys-

dcal education professor, decided

she would remain In Gainesville so

Klint could finish his sentor year at .

Buchholz,

@ This ‘was an enormous relief to
Werneke, who . also starts Klint's °
. brother Kane, a 6-0 funior, at safety. -
_“Ialmost had a heart attack when -
"I heard about Dr, Alexander getiing
- the Western Kentucky Job,” satd -
"~ Werneke, “I thought the whole fam-
ily would move, I had already decld- -~
ed to pass more this year because of
‘Klint's arm,” -~ ° R
The brothers Alexander come by~
thelr athletic abllity honestly, Their -

. father was an All-State quarterback

~.at Loulsville Valley High in 1056 be-

' fore going on to a distinguished ca-

-his youth, -

reer at Centre College in Danville,
Ky. L :

A couple of years ago, Alexander

stopped off af the Centre athletic de-
partment fo see If he could find a
film from one of hls games so he
could take it home and show the
boys how nimble the old man was in

Unfortunately for Alexander, such
a film stll existed. The reviews
from hls sons consisted of guffaws
and glggtes about his high-top black

“shoes and his funny-looking helmet

without the face guard, His slowness

. of foot was noted as fully as hig

weakness of arm, ‘
“They were rolling areund the
floor, they thought it was so funny,”

sald Alexander, smiling ruefully.

-A native of Cumberland County,
Alexander grew up In Bowling
Green, He remembers delivering
the Park City News to what is now
the Western president's mansion,
belng a “gym rat” who would sneak

/Into the Iate’Uncle Ed Diddle’s bas- -

kethall practices and hero-worshlp-

‘Ing Littte All-America’ quarterback

Jimmy Feix, ‘
- He arrived as Western's president
in time to preside over the selection

-of Feix as athletic director, replac-

ing John Oldham, who retired.
“I used {o ride my bike up the hin

. .to watch Jimmy Feix practice and
- -play,” Alexander said, "He was the

" - first quarterback I ever saw and he
- happened to be a good one. I think

" he's going to be a good athletle di-
-, rector, too,” - . Foeam
* It Felx was his first role -‘model,
‘Alexander gives credit to his former ]

- coaches, Dallas Arnold at Valley '

taff Photo by Kelth Willamis

Pr. Kern: Alexander
_ lebe;teu,e.ftn"athzeﬁcs" .

_run track or play baseball, I don’t
. like to see that immersion In one
. sport excluslvely,” - o
Still trim at 47, and about 12
pounds under his Cenfre playing
“weight of 182, Alexander keeps in
shape by’ jogsing with his wife,
playing handball and horsing
around with his sons when they're
- around. o T
Shortly after belng named presi-
.dent, Alexander approached a secu-
rity guard at Western's E. A, Diddle
Arena, : ;
"Who decldes who gets a key i
this place?” he asked. :
"Well,” sald the guard, "I guess
you do. You're the president.” X
“Hey, this is all right,” sald Alex-
ander, who then requested his per-
sonal key so he and his sons could
spend the summer working out to-
gether, :
- Hls son the quarterback is a late

. bloomer who last year played on a

" Buchholz High team that began the

Year mostly running the ball,

' "However, as Aléxander’s passing
Amproved, Werneke went more to
the air. In the last couple of games,
Alexander completed 27 of 38
passes for 387 yardg and five touchs
downs, - el
- Even though Buchholz is & mem-
- ber of Class 5-A, the highest in Flor:
“1da, he wasn't listed high on this
_year'’s blue-chip recruiting lists
{mostly because he broke a foot on
- April 28, causing him to miss all of
‘the spring practice that his dad, the
_Scholar, opposes. o

" Two weeks ago, because he had

"golten behind in practice, he threw
..only 16 passes Jn Buchholz's opening
“victory, completing elsht for 87

‘“Instead of Spring fobtbail, Tef therm

¥
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film from one of his games so he
could take ft home and show the
boys how nimble the old man was in
_his youth, .. . ’

from his sons conslsted of guffaws
and giggles about his high-top black

“shoes and his funny-looking heimet
His slowness -
ag fully as his =

without the face guard.
.. of foot was noted
- weakness of arm,-" ' 7
' "“They- were rolling around the
floor, they thought it was so funny,”
_ said Alexander, smiling ruefully.

- . A natlve of Cumberland County,
Alexander grew up In’ Bowling
Green, He remembers delivering

the Park City News to what i3 now -

the Western president’s mansion,
belng a “gym rat” who would sneak
into the late Uncle Ed Diddle's bas-
ketball practices and hero-worship-
ing Little All-America’ quarterback
Jimmy Feix,

He arrived as Western's presldent
in time to preside over the selection
of Feix as athletlc director, replac-
ing John Oidham, who retired.

“I used to ride my bike up the hill
to watch Jimmy Feix practice and
play,” Alexander sald. “"He was ihe
tirst quarterback I ever saw and he
happened to be a good one, I think
he’s golng to be a good atnletic dli.
- rector, too,” . v ' -

- It Felx was his first role maodel,

- Alexander gives credit to his former.

coaches, Dallas Arnold at Valley
and Briscoe Inman at Cenire, for
teaching kim a lot more than how to
play tfootbail, - ' S
- Indeed, as he has bullt- his aca-
demic credentlals and negotlated
* his way through the groves (jungie,
If you will) of academe, Alexander
- offen has called upon the self-reli-
ance and discipline that he dovel-
oped on thd playing fields. . -
"I believe in athletics, especlally
the concept of the scholar-athlete,”
- he said. “If you have competed In
rigorous endeavors, it gives you per-
sonal strength and confidence.”
He smiled, o .
“Of course,” he said, “debate can
do that, too.” . - . .
His orders to Feix have been sim-

~'ply to (a) be honest, (b) play by the

rules and (c) do everything possible
to see that the athitetes get their de-
grees, : ‘

While his heart may yearn for the
leal of the student-athlete that ke
. learned at Centre, Alexander’s head
and * his- well-documented back-
ground In educational finance tell
him that foothall and basketball are
_big business, ' o

But he pledges that, while he’

wants Western foothall and basket-
ball to be conducied prefty much at
thelr current levels, he's also inter-
ested in the development of the so-

called "non-revenue” sports, includs-

ing women’s basketball, ,

- Why, at a time when the slate's
“college foothall coaches are lobby-
ing for spring practice at the high

school level, Alexander says he’

doesn’t think it's such a hot Idea
even in the colleges, . |

“I'd like to see athletes play more
sporfs across the board,” he said,

(AN

whipht U 194, Alciander Keeps in
shape by’ jogging with his wife,
playing handball and horsing

_around with his sons when they're
oo k . . Sees .f- K i aro“nd' L L - H §

Unfortunately for Alexander, such

a lilm stlll. exlsted.. The reviews:

Shortly after belng named presi-

.dent, Alexander approached a secu-

rity guard at Western’s E. A, Dlddte
Arena. T ¢
"Who decldes who gets a8 key to
this place?” he asked. . . ‘
"Well,” sald the guard, "I guess
you do. You're the president.” :
“Hey, this Is all right,” sald Alex-
ander, who then requested his per-
sonal key so he and his sons could .
spend the summer working out to-
gether, L ot
His son the quarierback Is'a late
bloomer who last year played on a
Buchholz High team that began the

_year mostly running the ball, .

However, as Alexander’s passing
Improved, Werneke went more to
the alr, In the last couple of games,
Alexander  completed 27 of 38
passes for 387 yards and five touch-
downs, : ’ :

Even though Buchholz is & mem-
ber of Class 5-A, the highest in Flor-
ida, he wasn't listed high on this
year's bluechlp recruiting lists
mostly because he broke a fodt on
April 28, causing him to miss all of
the spring practice that his dad, the
scholar, opposes, . .

Two wecks ago, because he had

‘gotten behind in practice, he threw

only 16 passes In Buchholz's opening
victory, completing eight for. 81
yards, . S

While Alexander sounds like the
sort of kld whom Schnellenberger
could mold into the next Bernie Kot
sar, U of L wasn't aware of him uns
til last week -~ despite Schrielien-

. berger’s vast contacts In Florida,

But Ron Steiner,: Schneilen:
berger's” administrative alde; sald
the Cards will get very interested In
ahurry, . T ST

Werneke says they won't be sorry,

"I know Schneltenberger because
lie came here {wo years in a row to
speak at our banquet when he was
at Mlami,” sald Warneke, I think
Klint could very definitely fit into
their kind of system, He's a great
thrower with a ‘live' arm and great
peripheral visien.,” ‘

And his dad, of course, just haps
pens to work 110 miles down Inters
state 65 from the U of L. campus. ;

i
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It's ‘never been any deep, dark
gecret that Coach Dave Roberts has
wanted more guarantee money for
playing the University of Louisville,
it’s just that discussions on the
subject have been private up to this
morning when a state newspaper
columnist sald that Roberts didn’t
want to play the Cardinals again.

«1 don't know if that’s an exact
quote, but-if a Divislon I-AA team
like ours is going to put a lot of
Western folks in thefr stands thar}
we ought to get payed to play,’
Roberts said this morning, o

“] think we should play up {a
division), but 1f you're going to

play up, play for pay. T’ve heen P

Loulsville, a Division I-A school T

with 25 more scholarships than

Western’s -allotment of 70, has paid
Western $35,000 per year since the - .
gerles was renewed In 1982 after a -

shx-year luli, :

This year, in a one-year deal, the
Hilitoppers got a $45,000 guarantee,
but the money goes-back down to
-$35,000 per year for the remainder
of the contract, which runs through
the 1989 season, according to
Roberts. ' .

The . third-year Western : coach
gald he didn’t make the guarantee
statements in the heat of the 45-6
loss that U of L handed the Hillfop-
ers last Saturday night, it was just

public. -

‘Robertssald, -

“I fold Bil Olsen (U of L's
athietic director) that we needed
more money two years a‘go,”‘.

“Olsen sald this morning that
there are separate contracts for
football and basketball serles, but

that he and former Athletle Direc-
tor John Oldham had orally agreed

saying it for two years.” : _
S * R | o L

A

1y Nows Sports’ Editor - .
- Commentary, ...

that the football games would be
played at Louisville and the
basketball would rotate.

The football series has been a big
draw for Loulsville and both
schools have benefltted from the
basketball® Serles. The contract
calls for all of the foothall games {o
be played in Eoulsvilie, " with
basketball rotating on a home and
g;x‘@?v.\‘%ﬂs@_ A

s

the first time they had been made

R R

e 2l g A

©In terms of how rniuch of a"guar-

six largest home foothall crowds
ever have "been for the Western
game, Including the first and third
largest crowds, which were in 1935

and '88, respectively. : -

Western athletic director Jimmy

Felx sald this morning there is no

coniractual connection betwéen the
football and basketball serles.

says they’re tied together,” Feix
sald. AT

antee Roberts would ke to get, he

said around $80,(00-$65,000 would be

fair to Western,

He "added that Western Carolina’
_Is guaranteed nearly $126,000 per-

NS

25

home basis. Four of the Cérd!nﬁls’

R - TR

Jyear by Clemson. for thelr annual
series; -and some other 1-A schools
pay similar -guarantees to I-AA
foes. - - N

Felx sald it would be ‘'wonderful
to continue the series, if the coach
wants to. But, If they're going in a
direction where we’re not able to
keep up, then we don't want to get

- . embarrassed,
‘““There’s nothing in writing that

“The Louisville people agree that
the contract can be changed down

- the road. Mr. Olsen said that any

contract can be renegotiated.” :
‘The . Cardinals are negotiating
with Akron for a game next year In

e e —a

\{r'l-lrl(‘:'hlthey iaite.said to be offering &

$65,000 guaraiteetothe Zlps. ~
- If a school can afford fo put out

hardback press guides, then it can

pay a school falrly that is going to
put 15,000-20,000 fans in its stadium
onceayear. S

T ° .
“Western's game with "Pennessee
State has been rescheduled for the

El_ff—t;:"noﬁﬁ of Oct. 18,

. It was orginally scheduted for a
7:30 p.m. start:at Hale Stadium. It
will now be played at 1 o’clock at
Vanderblit Stadlum. =~ ;. .. .
B DL 0 I
* University of Kentucky basketball
coach Eddie Sutton "will be the
guest tonitght on Sportslne, The
sports talk show hosted by Wes
Strader starts at' 6 ¢'clock .on
WKCT-AM, WDNS-FM. - |

Aot
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You may have seen the last of
the Western Kentucky-University
of Loulsvilie foothall games, )

And that’s a shame, because
U of L's biggest crowd in history
— 36,014 -—— was drawn by the Car-
dinals and Hilttoppers, And four of
U of L's six blggest crowds saw
the Hitltoppers.

Western, with Its thousands of
Jefferson County graduates, clearly
is the most popular U of L oppo-
nent. The last four games between
the two have atiracted an average
of 34,014 fans (U ot L's average
last season was 27,663).

Western - coach Dave Roberts,
whose outmanned team was beaten
by U of L 45-6 Saturday night be-
fore 34,144, said yesterday he is not
In favor of playing the Cardinals
agaln,

“Unless they (U of L) want to
pay big bucks, we have no business
playlng them,” said Roberts,
“Thera’s no advantage to geiting
beat up and then try to recruit that
area. We get no money and don't
have much chance of winning. It's
all a one-way street. If we got
$80,000 or $85,000, it would be dif-
ferent, If you're going to play up
(U of L is Divislon I-A, Western is
I-AA), you ought to get some mon.
ey. I'd rather play Memphis State,”

. The U of L-Western contract,
which calls for a $45,000 guaran-
teg, runs through the 1989 season,
according to U of L athletle direc-

err vl

;‘%%éz sports columnist

tor Bilt Olsén. and the football con-

.{ract is tied in with basketball,

Western is scheduied t{o be

.U of L's-final foothall opponent

next season, ‘

- Olsen said he and Jlmmy Feix
{Western's athletic director) would
have t6 talk after thls season "to
see it we could get a replacement
for next season, It's hard to get
someone now, It's hard to replace
schools.”

If the foctball contract
changed, sald Olsen, “We'd have to
look at the baskethall contract,
which runs through the 1989-90 sea-
son,”

The current contracts call for all
football games to be played in Lou-
Isville, with the basketball games
home and home,

“The rivalry has heiped our foot
ball and Western's basketbali " Ol
sen said.

Roberts said he told Olsen to see
tf U of L could get somone to re-

&}7 have %@m

U e,

- .-said Roberts, .
- with him when it’s calmer, but I've .
" made it clear earlier that I dont

7! Courler-Journal -

- - him that it is "Western’s call” on
‘whether to continue the football se- -
- rles and that “Western {3 under no

- series stlll is tled to the basketball

is

h%

pIace Western on thig year 's sched-

| plan to talk with coach Felx "
“I want to sit.down

want to play them.” _
Feix, a former football coach

wio replaced the retiring John Qlg- °

ham this year, sald Oldham told

obligation to continue the series”
*If the Western-U of L foothall

serles, it 1s news fo Felx. But, he
added, “We don't want to damage .
basketball, They (U of L) are
happy with basketball, At first, |
football and basketball were tled
in, but no longer.”

Added Feix, who was retuctant
to play U of L. when he coached,
“My ceach will have a say, If we
don't improve, it would be embar-’

_ rassing next year.”

U of L coach Howard Schnellen- |
berger said yesterday that his mind |
is on Memphls State, U of L’s Sat- :
urday night opponent at Cardinal
Stadilum. “We have a confract'
(with Western) for the ‘next few .
years, If was something declded be- :
fora I got here. We honor our con- .
tracts. But if it's not good for elther
team, that's different.”

Western’s footbatl started going

downhill afier the 1881 season,
when the school entered the Sun
Rel, primarily a basketball confer-
ence which does not have football
competition, Western has 70 foot-
ball schotarships, 25 fewer than
U of L.

...—4.--—01"0
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By MARK C. MATHIS
Dally News Sporis Editor

They aren’t meditating, doing
yoga or being dunked In any senso-
ry deprivation fanks, but Dave
Roberts has been trying to get his
football team to relax this week,

. Positive thinking has always been
& Roberts’ trademark, and he was
going beyond the call of duty In ex-
hibiting it after last Saturday’s 45-6
thrashing at the hands of the Uni.
versity of Louisville, .
* He’s been telling the players to
relax ail week, trying to get them
ready to play at Murray’s Stewart
Stadium this Saturday night at 7:30
{WKCT-AM, WDNS-FM). .

“We're trying to get people back
to having a good time playing foot-
ball, We've got people pressing and
they don't play well,” Roberis
said. ' o
" This all has something to do with
expectations. Western expected to
be, at worst, 2-1 going into this
game, but a shocking loss to Divl-
slon II Livingston was a kidney
punch to the Hilltoppers, Now,
they’re 1-2 and needing to break
even this week.

“This Is a big game thal we need
to win,”” said Western gquarterback
Jeff Cesarone, “It’s always nice to
go down there and play in that big
stadium. And, anytime we go play
Murray it's not a problem getting

. up for the game.”

That seems to have been a pro-
blem for the team in a couple of in-
stances this season, but Roberts’
speeches and confidence have rub-
bed off. _

““*We should beat them If we ex-
ecute properly,” said running back

" Pete Mangold, who drew his first
start last week against Louisville.
“They didn’t tel me I was golng to
start unill game time. I was kind of

_comfortable, but I didn't have a

: good game assignment wise, If I

“hadn’t got hurt early In the season

. I'would’ve been more ready.” '

¢ Murray (1-1) is sure to be out for

-blood following last year's 27-25

‘ defeat In Smith Stadium that kept

I

oberts trying
positive

s

WKU ‘foot.bdll :

it out-of the Division I-AA playoffs. |

Coach Frank Beamer lsn’t speak-
Ing so much of that so much as he
Is of just making Improvement
after a 31-0 loss to Southern Illinois.
“To me, the big factor is im-
provement. We've got two more
non-conference games until we get
into the Ohio Valley Conference and
we've got fo. become better,”

Beamer sald. When .asked for

specifics, Beamer went down a
wish list- similar to Western’s —
tackling, stuniing,
quarterback.
Mangold sald the Toppers should
be able to run Inside on Murray,
but the Racers do have good speed,

If that falls there's always

Cesarone.

He had one of his best games
ever against Murray last year,
throwing for 338 yards and two
touchdowns. The junior has only
thrown for 261 yards total this
season.

“I just kept rolllng out and
throwing deep outs last year In the
second half,’’ Cesarone said,
“They’re real quick up front and
they do like to biitz. I'm golng to
have to do a better job of plcking
up the blitzes this week." .

Maybe 1f he and his teammates
Justrelax.... : :

L * % 0

Western and Murray have played
41 straight times, with the Toppers
holding a 25-21-6 advantage. The
Racers are 14-13 at home against
Western, The average win margin
In the serles is 0.2 polnts,

» & 8

Linebacker Nell Fatkin had
another impressive night against
Loulsville -with 14 tackles, 12 of
those unassisted. Fatkin has 32
tackles tolead the team,

- sville,

protecting the .

. at linebacker, recorded 13 stops, 11
of those unassisted,

Edwards was stepping in for
Wayne Bush of Allen County-Scott-
Bush underwent knee
surgery earlier this week to repair
ligament damage. He will probably
be out for the rest of the season,

* * @

This is the first time since 1950
and only the second time in the Jast
48 years that Western and Murray

haven’t played on the last Saturday

of the regular season,
o

‘Calvin Edwards, In his first start -

TV N T
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MURRAY, Ky. — Walter Loving
returning punts? .

Well, no. But that’s what the
Western defensive end was credited
with when he blocked a punt that
linebacker Neil Fatkin batied and
recovered In the end zone for a
touchdown late in the third quarter
here Saturday night, =

And, why not? It was a fitting
kind of play for the Hilltoppers to
score thelr only touchdown on in &
16-10 tte with the Racers in front of
8,875 fans at Stewart Stadium.

It all happened when Loving
blocked a David Dercher punt deep
in Racer territory, Fatkin smacked
the ball in the end zone then fell on
it to give the Toppers a 7-3 lead on
Dan Maher's extra
left i the perled.,

At the time, it looked like all
Western would need to even is re-
cord, And, It looked like thai was
even more the case when Maher hit
a 33-yard field goal with 8:10 to go
in the game to make it 10-3.

After all, Murray’s offense had
mustered maybe less spark than
Western’s throughout much of the
contest. It’s lone score came with
four seconds left in the {irst half on
a 38-yard Paul Hickert fleld goal
that -hit the right upright and
bounced In for a 3-0 lead. Hickert
had missed a field goal try earlier
Inthe half,

Enter Michael Proctor,

The red-shirt freshman from
Sylvester, Ga., stepped In for star-
ting -quarterback Mike Woznichak
in the third quarter and led the
Racers to their only touchdown.

point with 4:45

urray

WKU football R

- Three plays after a 27-yard scor-

ing run by Rodney Payne was .
" this week, but he didn’t have mat-

nullified by a penailty, Proctor hit
Joey Spresser on third-and-five
from Western’s seven and Hickert
kicked the extra point to tle the
game with 4:31 to play.’

Payne hurt Western with ‘15'30-

yardson 30 carries. . - :
Western madé a desperate at-

tempt to get Maher in fleld goal '

range one more time, driving to the

'locke;(‘i punt helps
U to tie |

yarders. o
Quarterback Jeff Cesarone put up
some impressive numbers again

ching yardage in working the Top-
pers short passing game to near
perfection. ) )

The junior hit 23 of 35 with an in-
terception in the first haif that end-

' ed Western's only serious scorlng

threat of the night. It was in the
second quarter after Dennis Cecil

""had recovered a Greg Sanders:

Murray 34, but a 5l-yard game- .

winming try was blocked by Tim
Broady astimeranout, -

“It was a fun game to watch, I
Just wish we could’ve won it,” said

Western coach Dave Roberts, ‘It :
. thrown the ball,”” Roberts said.

was a strange game.” :

Indeed. It was the seventh tie be-

tween the two schools, a record for ‘fwrong routes this night, aééordlﬁ‘g'

both teams, and it was the first tle
ever at Murray.

It marked 10 quarters since
Western's ,offense has scored a
touchdown, And, it was the second
straight touchdown the Toppers
have scored off a blocked punt,
Western’s offense last scored In the
second quarter of the 23-21 loss to
Livingston {wo weeks ago. Blliy
Haynes blocked a punt in that
game for a touchdown. Western
punter Adam Lindsey had his best
outlng ever, averaging 47.1 yards
per kick and nalling a pair of 55-

1

‘fumble on a punt at the Murray 10. -
Sanders redeemed himself when '

he ‘Intercepted Cesarone on a°

third-and-13 play to stop Western,
*The receiver ran a busted route

‘and Cesarone never should’'ve

Western receivers ran several

to Roberts. .
“Last week -we couldn’t pass

- block. This week we had people

busting routes. We were beating
them deep, but we couldn’t hit peo-
ple,” Roberts said. : f
The Toppers went to 121 with
arch-rlval Eastern coming to Smith

¢ Stadium this Saturday. Murray is

now 1-1-1 on the year.




Western’s football team, which
once lived by the arm — that of
Jeff Cesarone’s — has been surviv-
ing by the foot. .

Western’s offense hasn’t yet
found the magle that could put
points by the bunches on the
scoreboard last season, so It has
been up to kicker Dan Maher and
punter ‘Adam Lindsey to ball the 1-
21 Hilitoppers out of & couple of
jams. . S

Special ‘teams have scored
Western's only polnts the last 10
quarters, and after slow starts,
both Lindsey and Maher have per-
tormed well the last two games.

Lindsey, a senior out of Bowling
Green High, became the all-time
leader in punt yardage two weeks
ago when he booted the ball 10
times for 368 yards against the

ol

University of Loulsylite.
Lindsey surpassed Ray Farmer's

total of 8,920 yards on that day, and -
" now has 9,501 total yards.

Lindsey had a career best in
average last week In the 10-10 tle
with Murray with 47.1 yards per
punt (377 total) on eight tries,

Maher hit the second-longest fleld
goal in Western history — a 52-

-yarder — and another for the Top-

pers’ only points against the Car-
dinais. .

The sophomore f[rom Florence
kicked a 32-yarder that put Western
up 10-3 in the fourth guarter Satur-
day night.

. He had a 5l-yard try blocked with
four seconds left Saturday night
that would've won the game had it
been good. :

“it felt good when I hit it,”

‘that chance to win the game.” ;¢ .
"'When he was a Ireshman,
might not have been so eager, even|

- i Mar]
Duifi

J
i

) {
Maher sald. “It was the chance I
was waiting for. 1 was thriving on

he

though he hit 22 of 26 field goals,
last year and galned notorlety in,
his first college game with a school!
record three fleld goals against
Tennessee State. S

4 have a different outlook,"
Maher said. “I'm more confident
and the guys have faith in me




k C. Mathis
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They're depending on me more
now. It's my job to go out and put
points up on the board.”

Lindsey said he, too, has taken on
a different attitude this year.

“I'm taking every game {from
now on as the biggest game of my
career, The team depends on me
now more than ever to keep .the
opposition on the other end of the
tield,” he sald, “The other night
was the best I had in my college
career. And, It was about time.

TR, R R

“1 would like to never have lo
punt. I’d like to just hold for Dan.”

That’s right,. Lindsey holds for
Maher on extra polnts and field
goals. Lindsey has also offered to
play in the defenslve backiield, but
Coach Dave Roberts sald stick to
punting.

And, while Maher ‘has found con-
iidence Lindsey has concentrated
on improvement Lt .

“It's all concentration ‘and con-
sistency, I've improved my drop

(of the ball) and keeping my leg

straight,” he sald.
Last spring Lindsey wasnt even
sure he would be kicking again.
He underwent knee surgery for
ligament damage and didn’t prac-
tice much during the summer,

T4

- ¢ was worrled about getting

S TRELAT L L e T e e T

_back into shape. I was really look-
=y

o

Ing iorward to having an excelient
senfor year."”

For the most part he has done
that. .
. He has punted inside the 20 yard
line nine out of the last 18 times -
and he had a palr of 55 yard punts
agalnst Murray. = "

At his current pace, the man who i

"would Hke a shot at the pros wiil

* hit 10,000 yards in 14 more punts.

Ironicaliy enough, both Lindsey
and Maher had their worst show-
ings against Livingston. ‘ i

Lindsey shanked a short kick
deep In Western territory that set
up one score. And Maher had a’
chance to possibly win the game
with a 23yard tleld goal, but it!

e mn gy a
harely missed on his first attempt'
of the season. T '

“I had an’ off day against Liv-
ingston, but I knew I had better
start getting the bali in the &ir,”
Lindsey said. '

He and Maher have both done
that.

- t 3 @

Dennis Cecil, a 6-0, 205 -pound
senfor who handies the specialty
snaps, suffered a torn ligament in
his left knee that has finished his
career at Western, according to

trainer Bill Edwards. ... : ;
“Wea've been real close and I feel .

“more for Dennis as a person than

as a player. He had the same expe-
rlence last year,” Maher said.
« o ® [

Now, for some good news about
an Injury. .

Junior cornerback Harold Wright
is practicing and could be playing
against Eastern this Saturday at
Smith Stadium.

Wright under went arthroscopic
knee surgery several days before
the opener against Gardner-Webb.
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By MARK C. MATHIS .
" Dally News Sports Editor

RICHMOND, Ky. — Tough, rugg-
ed defense has always been a part
of the Eastern football package.

The Colonels are ranked first in
Division I-AA In rushing defense
(26 yards per game)} and total
defense (180.3), and tied for second
In scoring defense (6.3 points per
game), All that looks good on
paper, of .course, bul it doesn't
mean much fo linebacker Fred
Harvey.

“We don’t pay any attention to
ratings and poills. We just want to
go out and play good, solid
defense,” sald the 1984 Ohlo Valley
Confelence Defensive Player of the
Year.

Harvey has been doing his share
of the hitting for the 2-¢-1 Colonels,
leading the team in tackles with 41,
The 5-11, 223-pound senfor from
Titusville, Fla,, had 13 tackles and
a pass interception fto be named
OVCPlayer of the Week.

Stll, in Coach Roy Kidd’'s world

of near football perfectlon, Harvey’

wasn't pleased with the perfor-
mance.

“I dldn't grade cui too well. I
pursued the ball prefty hard,” he
sald.

So far, Harvey hasw’t had any
trouble with the knee that was in-
jured and knocked him ouf of ac-
tlon after the fifth game last year,
He did suffer a slight hamstring
pull In Eastern’s 28-3 vlctory last
week over Middle Tennessee,
Harvey is probable for this Satur-
day’s Western game at Smith
Stadium,

The All-America candldate isn't

—

has
Lastern

el

“WKU football

the only Eastern defender making
aname for himself, though.

Pat Smith, a 5-10, 180-pound
senfor from Carrollion, leads I-AA
in interceptions with six. ’

Harvey and Smith are two of i6
senfors who are aiming to make it

back to the I-AA playolfs this year !
-after missing for the first time |

since 1979 last year,

Quarterback Mike Whitaker is E

another of those seniors.

The §-2, 215-pounder from Hyden
hasn’t been particulary effective
passing the ball thls year, hitting 28
of 57 for 375 yards, five Intercep-
tlons and two touchdowns, bul he
hasn’t had to do much with running
back James Crawford motoring
around.

Whitaker is considered perhaps
the biggest leader on this squad, al-
though his quiet manner belies that
fact.

“We've Just tried to plek up on
offense where we left off last
year,” Whitaker said, "We haven’t
been consistent on offense, yet.
We've had some good drives, but

- we're still better than last year,

The offensive line is doing a good
job for us, and I think i’'s from
having fo go agalnst the first
defensive unit during two-a-days.”

Crawford's play has been a big
plus for Eastern in the wake of los-
ing Elroy Harrls to academics.

The 5-11, 194-pound junior from
Palmetto, Fla,, had 170 yards
agalnst MTSU He is ranked ninth

“Inrushing in I-AA..

|
;
i
i
|
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By STAN SUTTON
Staft Writer

It doesn’t take a mastermind to

interpret Western Kentucky's game

plan for today’s football game

against Eastern Keatucky in Bowl-
ing Green (2 p.m. EDT).

Eastern (2-0-1) leads the nation's
Division I-AA teams in total defense
.and rushing defense. The Coionels’
yieid of 26 yards on the ground is
more than 20 fewer than the coun-
iry’s second-best effort, by Penn.

Eastern’s opponents —  Tennes-
see-Chattanooga, Marshall and Mid-
dle Tennessee — are averaging but
0.8 yards a carry for 78 attempts.

“They've got a2 whale of a football
team. Defensively, they're as good
as any I-AA team I've ever seen,”
said Western coach Dave Roberts, a

former assistant t¢ Roy Kidd at
Eastern.

Since Western hasn't bean overly
prone to run anyway, Kidd assumes
his team wiil face a full afternoon of
Jeff Cesarone, the Hilltoppers’ jun-
ior quarterback who bas overcome-
a slow start to raise his completion
percentage to .576. In a 10-10 tie
with Murray State last week, Cesar-

one completed 23 of 35 passes.. -

But that was a light workload con-
sidering last year's Eastern-Western
game when he threw the ball 50.

times, completing 35 for 302 yards.

and three touchdowns. He wasn’t in-
tercepted — and kas only four turn-
overs in 118 throws this season.

*“You know he's going to be throw--
ing a lot," Kidd said.

Western (1-2-1) has pulled off big- . -

ger upsets than a possible win teday

~ ' .

would be. Two years ago, Roberts
first Western team went only 2-9 but
blitzed the heavily fevored Colonels
17-16. The prior year, Jimmy Feix’s
last Western team tied Eastern’s de-
fending national champions 10-10.°
And despite Eastern’s recent suc-
cesses (two national champlonships
and two seconds), Western leads the

‘series. However, among things the

schools argue about is the series
count. Western says it's 35-23-3,
claiming a forfeit victory in 1932 in
2 game Eastern hasn't yet conced-

ed. In addition, the Hilltoppers have’

won seven of the last eight games in
L.T. $mith Stadium.

The exception was in 1982, East-
ern’s 13-0 title season, when the
Colonels won 35-21. :

“It seemed like we would score,
then they would score, then we'd

[ - b

score, then they'd score,” Kidd said,
recalling that game. “We always
have our hands full when we play
Western.”

This is the first time in many
vears that the former Ohio Valley
Conference rivals have met so ear-
ly. The earlier date resulted from

Western’s pulling out of the OVCin .

1882.

ray State.
This year the Toppers are sand-
wiched between two major OVC op-

ponents. Eastern defeated Middle -

See WESTERN

PAGE 13, col. 4, this section

Kidd has taken a different ap-
proach against Western in recent -
years, trying to avoid emotion in~
preparing for the Hilitoppers. He de-
" cided upon that after several big let-"
downs the next week against Mur- -

Western to depend on Cesarone’s passing

Continued from Page B 9 /¢ -/ I, While fifth-ranked and unbeaten

Tenanessee 28-3 last week ag the
OVC's preseason favorites clashed.
And mext week, Murray Hes in wait
for a another potential upset.

How much Western is able to
move the ball probably will depend
upon its passing. Thirteen different
Hilltoppers have receptions, led by
Cedric Jones” 29 catches.

The Hilltoppers' offense hasn't
scored a touchdown In 214 pames,
the last two.TDs being on blocked
punts, ‘

“We still haven’t put it all togeth-
er,” sald Roberts. “Our football
team has been playing exiremely
hard, but we haven't always played
that smart. And on offense we've got
to be able to move the ball with
more consistency.”

Meanwhile, tae Colonels haven't
given up a second-half potnt in three
games.

Morehead State enjoys a week off, .

Murray (1-1-1) plays Central Fiorida
(3-1) in Orlando, Fla.

Murray quarterback Mike Wozni-
chak, who suffered a neck injury

~and missed the Westera game, is ex-

pected to be ready tonight. His re-
placement, Michael Proctor, was
named Rookie of the Week in the
OVC for his performance.

Middle, the defending champion
but 1-3 this year, will &ry {o remain
in conference contenton in an 8:30

© pm. game against Austin Peay (2-

1): Peay, considered a strong OVC
dark horse, will be opening its

league season, while Middle is 0-1 in
the OVC. .

Defending national champion

Georgla Southern (3-1) plays at Ten-
nessee Tech in the only other league
game.
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There’s Jittle doubt that a Iot of
the zest went out of the Eastern-
Western footbali rivairy fhen the
Hilltoppers left the Ohio  Valley
Conference in 1982,

As Eastern coach Roy Kidd said,

If his team was golng to win the .

OVC in those bygone days, it had to
beat Western, and Western had to
do the same to Eastern to claim
the crown, : .

There are no signs or slogans

adorning either locker room talking
about killing the lousy bumbs from

the other scheo), and not as miuch
yapping between the teams as
there might have once been.

The biggest college football rival-
ry in the state just doesn’t seem as
big or vital as it once was, but it
will be renewed for the 60th time at
1 p.m, Satorday 4t Smith Stadium
(WKCT-AM, WDNS-FM).

It has been business as usual in
the Eastern camp this week, just
getting ready for another opponent,
as linebacker Fred Harvey said, -

“Pve told the players it’s not a
conference game, so maybe they
don't think it’s as Important as it
used to be, and that disappoints
me," Kidd said, “we went down
there two years ago and the
players were saying ‘so what' and
we got beat.”

Eastern's players don’t seem to
be saying that this year, but they
had plenty to say after last year's
51-21 drubbing of the Hilltoppers in
Richmond, ‘ :

“They were saying after last
year that we were clowns and
shouldn’t be Playing them,” said
Western punter Adam Lindsey,
“We have some paying back to
do.”

“They were doing flips in the end
zone and their kicker wag polnting
at us and laughing,” sald free safe.
ty Billy Haynes. “The Rastern
Bame Is a big thing on campus,
People who usually don't care
about football are saying to do
anything to beal them.”

“There’s been a lot of excite-
ment In practices this week,"” sald
linebacker Neil Fatkin,

.Yes, Western's practices have
been more spirited this weok. A
near win at Murray pave the 1-2-1
team renewed hope, -

“There was more fire at Murray
than we've had al) year,” Lindsey
said. “That’s the way we should be
playing all the time, and we're
ready to build on it.”

To build a win over the 2-0-1 Col-
onels, who are ranked No. 20 in
Dlvision I-AA, Western will need to
get its passing game going., Jeif
Cesarone has thrown for 506 yards
this year. He'll need more than

s lost son

start practice,

Daily News
Sports Editor .
Commantary

half that much Saturday i the

Toppers are to have a chanee,

“Wae've got to get the ball down
the fleld, but we’re goling to have to
Tun some, too, because if we don’t
they’ve got flve studs rushing
every time,” sald Coach Dave
Raoberts, ! :

“Nobody has moved the ball on
them, and on offense they just beat
youto death,” : ‘

Robeits hasn't been hyping the
game very much, either, .

“The players see the fiim and
they know they better play. It's not
that It’s Eastern, they just look at
who they’ve got to play against and
know they've got to fight a war,”
hesald, .

* B »

Junior cornerback Harold Wright
s expected to be sulted up - for
Saturday’s game. It will be the
former starter's first appearance
this season after suffering a knee
Injury the week before the season
opener,

" 3 8

In a little over a week basketball
practice will begin for Western's
men’s and women’s teams, The
men’s team will have its traditional
Midnight Mania Oct.

LI I

A couple of preseason Top 20 _f
pells are already oul and Western |

Is among the elite, !
Basketball Scene has the Hilltop-
pers ranked No. 17, just behind .
Alabama-Blrmingham at No, 16, ;
and get this, ahead of the Universi. jl
ty of Kentucky at No. 19, - -
¢ 9 ;
Leok for Western to possibly be
in Sports Illustrated’s Top 20 poll
this year, :
Ivan Maisel, a writer-reporter for
that magazine, was In town Thurs- ‘
day to check out Coach Murray Ar-
nold and some of the Hilltoppers,
Maisel didn’t say where Western L
would be ranked, or If it would ;

even be ranked, but look for the ;

Hilitoppers in the lower five of that
Tep 20. .

14 to offlcially




Mark Johnson (2), Marcus Burnett, Calvin Edwards and Allen Reitcheck were happy Hilltoppers as time

Ea | .

_esarone 1o

By STAN SUTTON
« , Stafi Writer  // . 47- 1P

BOWLI G GREEN, Ky. - Keith
taskett had a simple explanation
for the way Western Kentucky
piled up 437 yards agalnst the na-
tion’s best defensive Division I-AA
footbalt team yesterday, stunning
archrival Eastern Kentucky 24-10.

"“We were just taking what they
gave us,” sald Paskett.

Then, his grin widening, the Hill-
toppers' split end added, "They
gave us a lot.”

Did they ever,

With junior quarterback Jeff Ce-
sarone continuing his mastery of
the Colonels, Western (2-2-1) sliced
Eastern into tiny shavings, then
shocked Roy Kidd's troops with a

pair of goal-line stands to keep the
Colonels at arm’s length,

Cesavone, who compieted 26 of
38 passes for 396 yards and fhree
touchdowns, wouldn't say It was
his hest pame, but did say it was
“our best win, no doubt about
that.”

In three games against Eastern
(2-1-1), Cesarone has completed 74
of 120 passes for 913 yards and
eight touchdowns. He had not
thrown an interception until a little
drop-oft pass was tipped and inter-
cepted yesterday,

Kidd said he couldn't recall ever
facing a more effective quarter-
back.

“He's good * said the Colonels’
23rd—year coach.

It was typical Eastern-Western
throughout, with markings familiar
to a series launched in 1814, There
were minor brawls and major pen-
aitles, Including six for unsports-

manlike conduct, Four of those
were agalnst the Colonels, and
Eastern receiver Alvin Blount's
eye was swoilen shut from a non-
penalty.

“How could six guys miss that?”

Kidd said.

“It was just Eastern-Western,”

sald his wife, Sue,

Still, the extracurricular activity
appeared to bother Eastern tnore
than Western.

“I think it disturbed us, I thought

we lost our concentratlon. we Iost
-our cuoll," Kidg said

" Staff Photo by Adrienne Holitzer
ran out on Eastern.

C.J- fe 9y

Eastern’s coolness probabi
dropped a degree or two on th
game’s second play, when Cesa
one hit a wide-open Paskett for
44-yard gain. The play was prec
dained, according to Weste:
coach Dave Roberts,

“We told our kids that the se:
ond play of the game was eithe
going to be a TD or an interce;
tion,” Roberts said, "It wasn't
touchdown, but it got us going.”

With Eastern in zone coverap
most of the time, Cesarone sai
films showed that the Colonel
tine free safety, Pat Smith, usuai’
reacted to the curl pattern. Ar
that's what Smith, who has six i

See WESTERN
PAGE 13, col. 2, this secti
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Continued from Page One
terceptions, did on Western’s first
pass.

“He didn't even look at Paskett,
He looked at the eur! Immediate-
ly," Cesarone said of Smith.

Cesarone completed all five of
his passes on the game's opening
serles, inctuding a six-yard toss to
Robert Coates for the TD. Dan
Malier added the extra point.

With fullback Vie Parks gaining -

a lirst down on a fake punt, East-
ern moved to ihe tying score early
in the second period. A sparkling
one-handed, diving ecateh by
Blount, goed for 26 yards, was the
big play on the march, but was less
tmportant than a pass-Interference
call against Western’s Vernard
Johnson,

That call came on a third-and-
nine play from the Western 10, giv-
ing the visitors a flrst down at the
two. Mike Whitaker sneaked for
the TD trom the one.

Weslern's next score came at
"the end of a 98-yard march, which
wasn't the Hillteppers' longest of
the game — thelr final score came
on a 99-yard advance in the third
guarter.

Western covered the 98 yards In
six plays, Cesarone starting the
move with a 52-yard pass to Cedric
Jones. Moments later, on fourth-
and-one from Eastern’s 36, Rob-
erts ordered a punt,

! “All the other coaches said,
'Hey, you're nuts" " said Roberts,
who then called a timeout,
changed hls mind and successfully
went for the yardage.

"That was one of my dumb deci-
sions,” he said, .

One play later, Cesarone  hit
Coates at about the 10, and the

-

1S

sterr

EASTERN KENTUCKY cerrannen @ 10 8 0mip
WESTERN KENTUCKY ... 7 0-24

Viastorn Kentucky ~ Coates § pass from Cesar-
one (Maher kick); Eastern Kentucky — Whitaker
Trun Dawson kick); Wastern Kentueky — Coates
34 pass from Cesarone {(Maher Kick): Bastern
Kentucky = Dawion FG &3; Wettarn Kentucky —
Maher FG 31; Wettern Kenfucky ~ Shakir 3t pasy
fram Cesarone {Maher kick), A 1,300,

Eastert Weslern
0

£lrst downs ..., .
Rushas-yards ., o 48170 R4y
Passing yards , . 48 394

Reluen yards .,

28 9
Passes ..., e 1320 26-389)
541 5.4

Punts L.,

Fumbles-log! 19
Penallies-yards | (k2117 B KX
Tima Possessfon I 26,34

INDIVIDUAL LEADERS

RUSHING = Eastern Kantucky: Crawford 24-88,
Parks $-37, Scoll 316, Western entucky: McKan.
1o 422, Arno'd 819, Anthony 24,

PASSIHG -~ Easlern Kaniucky: Whitaker 17.32-0
170. Wastern Kentucky: Cesarone 25-33-3-394,

RECEIVIHG
Willlams 222, Crawlord 18, Daviy 2.13, Henslay 2.
U, Angule 217, Scoll 1.8, Cadors 1-3. Western
Kentyc !: Arncld 7%, Jones 494, Coates 434,
Paskelt 343, Darden 3-32, MeXentle 3-39, Shakir 1.
31, Anthony 1-7.

tight end broke Danny Copeland’s
tackle for. a score,
- After Dale Dawson's 43-yard
field goal for Eastern, Western led
14-10 at halftime. Cesarone was 17
for 23 at the time and went on to’
complete his first four of the sec-
ond half, seltlng the stage for
Maher's 37-yard tield goal for a 17-
10 lead,

By now tempers were beyond
tempering, and Eastern’s next se-

. ries was lainted with a face-rask

penalty, a personal-foul call and
an llegal-procedure penalty after
Eastern had a second-and-goa! at
the four, '

The latter penalty was crucial,
and when Whitaker tried to score
on fourth down on a one-yard
sneak, he was ruled short.

Whitaker thought he made it,
but Kidd was uncertain,

“That was g backbreaker,
there's no doubt about that,” nhe
said. “I can’t teil from where [ am

~ Eastorn Kenlucky: Blount $73,

whether he was in or nol, The offj-
ctal says he wasn't in. He's the
boss." .

" The goal-tine stand set the stage
for Western's 99-yard drive, helped
along vastly by Cesarone’s 4l-yard
pass to Paskelt from his own
three, The five-ptay march ended
with a 3l-yard throw to Tofmmy
Shakir, whose seeond TD ecateh of
the season was also only the sec-
ond receptlon of his career,

With 10 fhinutes left In fhe
game, the Colonels advanced to a
fivst down at Western's tive, But &
holding penalty and a sack of Whi-
taker by Marcus Burnetl necessi-
tated a 3l-yard field-goal attempt
by Dale Dawson that missed, .

“We played like we were a step
slow,” Kidd said. “You try to tell
them when you come here that it's
a different type of a football game.
1’s a ditferent game, it's a differ-
ent sltuation and you'd betier be
ready to play, .

"It Western was in the Olic Val-
ley Conference, they'd probably be
fighting for ihe champlonship.
Thelr program hos been hurt by
getting out of the econference be-
Gause of who they’ve got to piay.”

Two weeks ngo, Western was
¢tushed 456 by Division I-A Louis-
ville, ‘ .

Eastern's opponents had aver-
aged only 180 yards a pame — Iu-
cluding 26 on the ground — before
yesterday, Western gained only 41
yards rushlag, but nearly a quarter
of a mile elsewhere, .
~"We played a great footbal)
team and it was our day, They've
been pressing and trylng so hard,”
Roberts said of his players, "and
they get thumped and they get
thumped. A win over a great team
has got to hetp us. I don't think we
couid play any better,”




Western quarterback Jeff Cesarone backped-
aled toward the pocket, whence he put East-

y Adrlenne Hulitrer

-Stall Pheto b

ern In' his pocket. The Junior completed 26 of

38 passes for 39

6 yards and three TDs, N
Led o556

1.




Qesamme
gets 396,
three TDs

1D~ 5~ ¥(
By MARK C. MATHIS
Dally News Sports Editor

There’s a sage that sits on one of
the knobs located hetween Bowling
Green and Richmond who once said
anything can happen in an
Eastern-Western game,

Boy, did it ever Saturday at
Smith Stadium,

‘The Hilltoppers didn't just scrape
out a win over archrival Eastern,
they dominated the No. 20 team in
Division I-AA 24-19,

The team that was supposed to
have the toughest defense this side
of Perry Mason wilted under the
relentless assualt of Jeff Cesarone,
who throwing motion could’ve easi-
ly been likened to a magle wand
making the 2-1-1 Colonels disap-
pear.

The No. 1 rushing defense in 1-AA
held Western to 41 yards on the
ground, hut the junior who had only
thrown for 506 yards through four-
contests hit 26 of 38 (68.4 percent)
for 396 yards and three touchdowns:
with an interception as the Hilltop-
ners evened their record at 2-2-1.
Cesarone and company accounied.
for almost all of Western's 437 total
vards. '

“The recelvers did a good job
and the offensive line stopped their.

2ass rush. the line desepves all the

wredit,” Cesarone said,” ™. -

-

“Western did a great job ofpro-

ecting the quarterback, and he did”
1 good job of throwing the ball, -
That was the difference in the
allgame,” sald a visibly disap-
yointed Eastern.coach Roy Kidd,
‘The ones he didn't complete, he
ust got rid of,*
Cesarcone spiced his Vinny
Cestaverde imitation In front of the
stimated 9,300 fans with goodies
ike this: :

— Completing 12 of his first 13
'asses. He would’ve had 13 straight.

JOE ARNOLD (33) of Western checks out his op-
: _tlons Saturday afternoon a§ Eastern’s Anthony

.= Becoming the first quarter-
back in Western history to pass for
more than 5,000 career yards. He
did i with his second touchdown
pass of the first half to Robert
Coates, Cesarone now has 5,185 net
_passing yards for his career.

ad it not been for one that Keith:' But, "walt a minute, Western's

askett lost off his hands, ‘
— Compleling 17 of 23 in the first
alf for 263 yards and fwo score§, ;.
— Setting a new career record

r lotal offense, His 390 yards give
.m 4,818 in three years, Johnny
ance held the old record of 4,782, .

g

defense had a big hand in this one,
too.
., The Hilltoppers had two superb
oal-liné stands and held Eastern's
vaunted rushing attack fto 120
yards. Eastern lotaled 298 yards on

offense. -

Looking it over

“We played about as good as we
are capable of playing,” said
Western coach Dave Roberts.
“Last year we got beat 51-21 and 1
was sitfing in the locker room cry-
ing, Now, I think this is great,”

Cesarone gave Eastern a preview

“of things to come with a 6-yard

scoring sfrike to Coates on the
ninth play of the game with 10:29
left in the first quarter, . . :

The second score, a 3d-yard
strike to- the 6-2, 210-pound
freshman tight end f{rom  Birm-

ingham, Ala., came with 7:07 left in

* (Staff Photo by James Mo;

Harper closes In. Western upsét Kastern at §
_ Stadium 24-10. Western’s record Improved to 2-2-1.

the first half and gave the To&

a 14-7 lead following Dan Mal

second extra point. |

That drive started on Wester:
and was highlighted by a 52
pass from Cesarone to Cedric J
that was fumbled and recovere
Paskett.

Mike Whitaker’s sneak from
1 tied the score at 7-7 affer |

Dawson’s extra ‘point with 12:

Continted Page 14
Column 1, This Section
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out his Opl-
s Anthony

we played about as good as we
capable of playing,” said
stern coach Dave Roberts.
1st year we ‘got beat 51-2t and I
s sitting In the jocker room cry-
_Now, I think this{s great.”
'psarone gave Eastern a preview
things to ecome with a 6-yard
ring strike to Coates on the
th play of the game with 10:29
*in the first quarter, . - '
‘he second score,
‘ike to the 6-2, 210-pound
shman tight end from  Blrm-
diam, Ala., came with 7:07 left in

 (Staff Photo by James Morris)

Harper closes in. Western upset Eastern at Smith
. Stadium 24-10. Western’s record improved to 2-2-1.

the first half and gave the Toppers
a 14-7 lead foliowing Dan Maher's
second extra point.
. That drive staried on Western’s 2
‘and was highlighted by a 52-yard
pass from Cesarone to Cedric Jones
that was fumbled and recovered by
Paskett. . = 7 -
Mike Whitaker's sneak from the
1 tied the score at 7-7 after Dale

Continued Page 14
Column 1, This Section

Dawson’s extra polnt with 12:22 to
a 34-yard '- R [ “

it

Roy Kidd seems to have this pro-
blem with coming to- Bowling
Green. - S :

The Eastern football coach may
feel fine when he gets here, but by
the time he's ready to go back to
Richmend, he’s, well, a little testy.

“I don’t want to talk to nobody
right now. Get your talls away
from me,” was Kidd's first state-
ment Lo the media gathered outside
Eastern’s . locker room following
Western’s pulsating 24-10 win over
the No. 2¢ team In Division 1-AA
Saturday at Smith Stadium,

That must be what winning in
Bowking Green just once In the last
nine times does to the head coach
in his 23rd year at Eastern.

After about five minutes, Kildd
came back out and had some
rather complimentary things to say
about the Hilitoppers, who looked
ltke a real, live football team for
perhaps the flrst time since Coach
Dave Roberts took the helm,

“I'd like to say the kids weren’t
ready to play, but it was like we
were a step too slow. We tried to
tell them that when you come here
it's a different game. It's not last
year,” Kidd sald.

Last year, the Colonels laughed
thelr way to a 51-21 blowout that
left Roberts crying in the locker
room and a ton of Insuits on the
Toppers, who are now 2-2-1.

“Mathis

Dally News
Sports Editor
Commentary

“There was a lot of verbal abuse
and a lot of finger pointing,” sald
Curt Palge, a Western defensive
end who was one of the maln en

forcers during a rough day at the:

office. “We definitely galned some
respect.” R

The Hilltoppers’ defense¢ had
been lacking In tackling the first
four games of the season, but that
unit showed how tough it can be
with a palr of goalline stands that
took the lfe out of the 2-1-1 Col-
oneis. T -

Yes, the defense came to play on
a day when it was said the Eastern
rushing attack couldn’t he stopped.

Eastern picked up 120 yards oI
the ground, with James Crawfor

Continued Page 14
_ Column 1, This Sectlon

Mark C.
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Continued From Page 12-A
go In the second quarter. : :

That score closed only one of
three strong drives Eastern would
mount in the game.

The other two were stuffed by an-
inspired Hilltopper defense.

Holding  2;32:10.

* yard '?-ié’% “goal b&?; awson in the
second quarter and a 37-varder by
Maher in the third, Western stop-
ped Whitaker just inches short of
the goal line on a smeak with §:35
left in the third, -

The Hilltoppers took the ball and
‘drove 99 yards for the final score of
the day — a 3l-yard pass from
Cesarone to Tommy Shakir with '

-5 g

L 3
Conth;ued From Page 12-A

H

Eastern safety Pat Smith, he of the

4:19 to go in the third. Cesarone hit
Paskett from on a 41-yard play to
get the Toppers cut of that hole.

Early in the fourth quarter,
Eastern had driven from the Top-
per 40 to a third-and-goal situation
at the 7. Marcus Burnett sacked

“It was great,” said the 62,
253-pound sophomore from Ludlow.
“It was such an emotional game,
we held a lot inside us. It was dirty
for awhile, but the referees put
their foot down and said if there
was anymore puaching or mouthing

ARler A Whitakst  for "4 Tyard Toss and

Dawson missed on a 3l-yard field
goaltry. :

As with most Eastern-Western
match ups, this one was hard hit-
ting and physical to the point of be-
ing brutal. : .

The view fror: the trenches was

outstanding, according to nose.

guard Denny Caple.

~off themrwe’d be out of the-gamie ™=

Things got particularly ugly in
the third quarter, during which six
personal foul or unsportsmaniike
conduct penalties were called.
Eastern and Western were each
penalized 13 times, the Colonels los-
ing117 yards and the Toppers 95.

After Western went up 17-10, a

near riot broke out after a face

SE

finally came out of his shell, cat-

" Walter Loving,

getting a4 mere 83. He had 170 in
three quarters against Middle Ten-
nessee last week.

Quarterback Mike Whitaker was
forced to pass 32 times, completing
17 for 178 yards and no touchdowns.

A noble effort, but those numbers
didn’t come near Jeff Ceszrone’s.

The junior from Geneva, Il hit
26 of 38 for 396 yards and three
touchdowns. His only interception
came off a, that’s right, shovel
pass.

And, if it's not obvious yet, the
reason Western won this 60th
meeting was, simply, because it
went to the air once again.

“We knew we couldn't run the

ball, so Coach (Steve) Shankweiler"

came up with a great plan,”
Roberts said, with a smile befitting
a youngster who had just put a
bullfrog down his sister’s dress.

“We were going to try to pick on
Some people,” :

One of the main  pickees was

. I-AA leading six interceptions.

“Eastern played a lot of zone,
and their safety jumped on the first
guy who would cut across the mid-
.dle,” Cesarone said. “When he'd
do that, we’'d .just throw it behind
him.” .

That’s what the Hilltoppers did
on the second play of the game,
when Cesarone hit XKeith Paskett
for 44 yards.

“They couldn’t key on just ome
receiver in the zone, and if they
blitzed it would leave a defensive
back on our guys. With their 4.3
and 4.4 speed it’s tough for one guy
to cover them,” Cesarone said.

Maybe that’'s why the Colonels
never couid get a big pass rush go-
ing on Cesarone. Most of the day
Eastern just rushed three or four
linemen.

And Paskett, the senior from
Nashville, Tenn., who’s had more
than his share of professional
scouts looking him owver this year,

¢hing three bombs for 98 yards.

“They were leaving the middle
open, and we took what they gave
us,’” Paskett said. ‘‘Ces
(Cesarone) told me before
game that he was going to break
out of it. He had been putting a lot
of pressure on himself.”

Indeed, this whole team seemed
o be doing that before Saturday.
But, the Toppers came out relaxed
on a cloudy, rainy day and made
Eastern look siily.

And, afterwards, Kidd payed
Western perhaps the nicest com-
pliment of all.

“Their problems started when
they got out of the Ohio Valley Con-
ference. I'm sure if they were in
the OVC still, they would be
fignting for the champlonship this
year. They would still be the team
you'd better beat,” he said.

The Hilltoppers were the team
his couldn't beat, and Kidd left
town mad, ence again.

the

—

mask penalty was called on -
Western. During a finger-pointing
session in the middle of the fleld,
Eastern’s Alvin Blount went down
in a heap about 10 yards away.

“This one guy said the penalty °
was on me and I said it was on
him, and out of nowhere somebody - -
came up and hit me,” said Blount,
complete with swollen eye. '

Curt Paige, a 63, 241-pound
junior defensive end, explained -
what happened.

“l was coming on the field and
saw one of our classiest players,
being verbally -
abused. I just retallated. We
weren’t at fault.”

Kidd came out on the field to
argue his case, and was disap- ‘
pointed with the no-call during the -
incident, but he refused te¢ blame
the officials for the loss. )

“If what went on out there today

‘doesn’t fire this rivalry back up,

then nothing can,” Kidd said.

This game may be the spark of
that fire, but Western was the only -
team, and Cesarone the only
quarterback, sizzling in this one.

E. Kentucky 0 6 0 60
W. Kentucky 7 7 W 0—24
WHKU-Coates & pass from Cesarone (Maher
klek) .
- EKU-Whitaker Trun (Dawson kigk) R

WKU-Coates 34 pass from Cesarone (Maher
klck) : .

EKU-Dawson FG 43

WKXU-Maher FG 37

WKU-Shakir 31 poss from Cesarcne {Maher
kick) i

A—9,300

EXKY WKU
First downs 20 22
Rushes-yards 45-120 22-4%
Passing yards 178 6
Return yards 2 9
Passes 17-32-0 26-38-1
Punts 5-41 536
Fumbles-lost 1-0 31
Penaities-yargs 13-117 13-94
Time of Possession 33:26 26:34

INDIVIDUAL LEADERS

RUSHING — E. Kentucky, Crawford 25-95, W,
Kentucky, McKerzle 4-23, Arneld 8-19.

PASSING -— E. Kentucky, Whitaker 17-32.0-
178. W, Kentucky, Cesarone 26-38-1-396.

RECEIVING -~ E, Kentcky, Slount 573,
Willlams 2-03, W. Kentucky, Araold 7-28, Jones
£-94, Coates 4-66.
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4:19 fo go in the third. Cesarone hit

Paskett from on a 4i-yard play to
get the Teppers out of that hole.,

Early in the fourth quarter,
Eastern had driven from the Top-
per 40 to a third-and-goal situation
at the 7. Marcus Burneft sacked
Whitaker for a 7-yard loss and
Dawson missed on a 3t-yard field
goal try,

As with most Eastern-Western
match ups, this one was hard hit-
ting and physleal to the point of be-
ingbrutal

The view from the trenches was
outstanding, according to nose
guard Denny Caple,

ter

I-AA leading six interceptions.

“Eastern played a lot of zone,
and their safety jumped on the first
guy who would cut across the mid-
“When he'd
do that, we’d just throw it behind
him.” .

That’s what the Hilltoppers did
on the second play of the game,
when Cesarone hit Keith Paskett

-for 44 yards,

“They couldn’t key on just one
receiver in the zone, and if they
blitzed it would leave a defensive
back on our guys. With their 4.3
and 4.4 speed it’s tough for one guy
to cover them,” Cesarone said,

Maybe that’s why the Colonels
never could get a big pass rush go-
ing on Cesarone. Most of the day
Eastern just rushed three or four
linemen,

And Paskett, the senlor from
Nashville, Tenn., whe's had more
than his share of professionai
scouts looking him over this year,

“It was great,” sald the 6-2,
265-pound sophomore from Ludlow,
“It was such an emotional game,
we held a lot inside us. It was dirty
for awhile, but the referees put
thelr foot down and said i there
was anymore punching or mouthing
off then we’d be out of the game.”’ -

Things got particularly ugly In
the third quarter, during which six
personal foul or unsportsmanlike
conduct penalties were called.
Eastern and Weslern were each

- penalized 13 times, the Colonels los-

Ing 117 yards and the Toppers 96.

After Western went up 17-10, a
near riot broke out after a face

set

finally came out of his shell,
ching three bombs for 98 yards.

“"They were leaving the middle
open, and we took what they gave
us,'’ Paskett sald. ‘“Ces
(Cesarone) told me hefore
game that he was golng to break

cat-

© Walter Loving,

the

out of it. He had been putting a lot’

of pressure on himself,”

Indeed, this whole team seemed
to be doing that before Saturday,
But, the Toppers came out reiaxed
on a cloudy, ralny day and made
Eastern look silly,

And, afterwards, Kidd payed
Weslern perhaps fthe nicest com-
piiment of all,

“Thelr problems started when
they got out of the Ohlo Vailey Con-
ference. I'm sure i they were In
the OVC still, they would be
fighting for the champlonship this
year. They would still be the team
you'd better beat,” he sald,

The Hilltoppers were the team
his couldn't beat, and Kidd Ieft
town mad, once again,

mask penalty was called on
Western. During a finger-pointing
sesston in the mlddle of the field,
Eastern’s Alvin Blount went down
in a heap about 10 yards away.

“This one guy sald the penaity
was on me and 1 said it was on
him, and out of nowhere somebody
came up and hit me,” sald Blount,
complete with swollen eye,

Curt Paige, a 63, 24l-pound !
junior defenslve end, explained -
what happened.

. "I was coming on the fleld and
saw one of our classiesi players,
being verbally
abused. I just retaliated. We
weren’t at fault.”’

- Kidd came out on the field to
argue hils case, and was disap-
pointed with the no-call during the
incident, but he refused to blame
the officials for the loss.

“If what went on out there today
doesn’t fire this rivairy back up,
then nothing can,” Kidd said.

This game may be the spark of
that fire, but Western was the only
team, and Cesarone the only
quarterback, sizzling tn this one.

E, Kentucky 9 100 0—10
W, Kentucky T W 00—
\‘:‘(!;(U Coates & pass from Cesarcne {Maher
kic
EKU-Whitaker 1 run {Cawson kiek)
[\HKU Coates 34 pass from Cesarone (Maher
klck}
EKU-Dawson FG 43
WKU-Maher FG 37
WKU-Shakir 31 pass from Cesarone {Maher

© Kiek}

A—%,300

EXY WKU

20 22
46330 22-41
178 396

21 ¥
17-32-0 26-38-1

First downs

Rushes-yards

Passing vards
Relurn yards
Passes

Punts 5-41 5-36
Fumbles-fost V-G 31
Penaltles-yards 13-117 13-9%
Time of Possesslion 33:1 634

INDIVIDUAL LEADERS
RUSHING — E. Kentucky, Crawford 2595 W.
Kamucky McKenzle 4-23, Arnold §-19.
PASSING — E. Kenluckv Whitaker 17-32-0-
178. W. Kentucky, Cesarone 746-38-1-396,
RECEIVING — E. Kentucky, Blount 5 -73,
Willlams 2-33. W. Kentucky, Arnold 7T-28, Jones

4-94, Coates 4-46.
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“Was it the red pants that did
Eastern in? ‘

Western made its first appear-
_ance ever in red pants at the Uni-
versity of Loulsville three Satur-
days ago,

The change of uniform made the
Hilitoppers look sharp, although it
didn’t do much for their play in a
45-6 trip to the woodshed,

Western was In the red pants
again at Murray and managed a
10-10 tie.

Then last Saturday the Hilltop-
pers came out in all red — jerseys
and pants. It was the first time that
most any Western football {ollower
could remember the {eam being
dressed in all red.

Eastern saw not only all red on
the Smith Stadium field, but after it
left it, too, because of the Toppers’
24-10 victory. !

While nobody In thelr right mind
would think a change in uniform
made the difference for the Top-

Mark C.
Mathis

Doily News
Sporis Editor
Commentary

pers Saturday, It’s interesting to
point out that the last time they
had a win anywhere near as
decisive over the Colonels was In
1974, in which the score was 34-24,
Yeah, maybe the red pants did
help, bul it was more likely that
Jeff Cesarone’s arm, his eight
recelvers' hands and the defense's
tackling had more to do with it.

a weeken

Continued From Page 8 '
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Coach Dave Roberts didn’t come
right out and say it this morning,
but the tone In his volce fold you
that he, his coaching staff and the
rest of the team are still glddy over
the win, which put Western at 2-2-1,
a place this pessimist never
thought they'd be after Livingston
and Loulsvilie, '

The Toppers have this Saturday
off before traveling to Nashville for
a return engagement Oct. 18 with

. Tennessee State,

Keith Paskett, Western’s talented
receiver who [irally got his hands
on some hig passes, sald he was
disappeinted with not having a
game thils week, That’s what a big
win will do-for you,

Won't the week off hurt your |

team’s momentum, coach? .
“It doesn’t matter right now.

We're stil up from Saturday,”

Continued on Pa'ge 10
. Column 1, This Section

1 of rest

Jones four for 94 yards. - “

|

Roberts sald., “It hurts our timing
some, but we're golng to fake to-
day and Tuesday off and Hlit
weights. We’ll come back and go at
it Wednesday, Thursday and Fri-
day.”

That's the same pattern the Top-
pers went through last year during
open date week, but Roberts said
the workouts will be much more
spirited and intense this open week,

LI I

Roberts' first career win at
Western came over his former
boss, Eastern coach Roy Kidd, two
years ago.

Roberts sald, though, that this
victory was bigger to him.

“This one’s bigger hecause the
players are flnally starting to ac-
complish something,” he said.

. & 0

Cesarone was making some
mighty throws Saturday, but he
had to have the people getting open
and catching those passes to come
off smelilng like roses,

Paskett, Robert Coates, Joe Ar-
noid, Pat McKenzie, Cedric Jones,
Vincel Anthony, Maleolm Darden
and Tommy Shakir all had recep-
tions Saturday.

Arnold had seven catches for 29
yards, but the big yardage men
were Coates, Paskeit and Jones.
Coates had four cafches for 66
vards and a palr of touchdowns.
Paskett had three for 98 yards and

The scoring catches were the
first In Coates’ career. Shaklr's an-
ly two receptions thls year have
been for touchdowns, :

Jones, McKenzie and Paskett are

“all three moving up the career

reception ladder, while Paskett and
Jones are In the top 10 on the
career yardage Hst.

. e » )

Even though Western only gained
41 yards on the ground against the
No. 1 Division I-AA rushing
defense, 1t was more than half as
much as Eastern had allowed In
three previous games,

The Colonels had held opposing
offenses only 78 net yards before
failing to 2-1-1 Saturday.

“It dldn't look like It, but we're
getling a little ctoser on the run.
We're golng to keep doing what
we've been dolng,” Roberts said,
although I'm sure Cesarone will be

* getting the green iight a lot more

{rom here on out, .
" s 9 N
Amazingly enough, Western came
out of the Eastern game with little
more than the standard bumps and
bruises, according to tralner Bill
Edwards, who sald no players
reported with injuries Sunday.
. » 9 :
Another basketball note. An ad-
vance copy of The Sporting News
preseason Top 40 basketball poll
has Western ranked No. 18.

i

H
.
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- Looking for a target -~ -

JEFF CESARONE (8) of Western gets ready to pass  first Weslern quarterback ever to throw for over
Saturday durlng the Hilltoppers’ 24-10 win over 5,000 yards In a career during the game, .
Eastern at Smith Stadlum, The junior became the PN~

o
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Junior quarterback

rolling at Western
.\ By MIKE EMBRY

e wy) « Associaied Prass Jp - }?‘- J‘C

You won't hear Jeff Cesarone tak-
ing credit for Western Kentucky
University's successes on the foot-
ball field, but in his modest way,
he’ll take blame for the failures.:.

Cesarpne is Western's brilllant
junior .quarterback. In five games
thls season, he has passed for 902
yards, including a 386-yard effort in
fast Saturday's emotional 24-10 vic-
tory over archriva) Eastern Ken-
fucky, - )

In hi§ two-plus seasons in Bowling
Green,>Cesarone already is the
school's? career leader In total of-
fense with 4,818 yards and passing
yards with 5,185 yards.

He Has had some big games since
breaking- into the lineup midway
through hls freshman season at the
Division’I-AA school, '

Cesarcne passed for 373 vyards

)

against; Morehead State ang 322

against -Middle Tennessee his first
season,. fnd last year he hit 36 of 59
passes for 494 yards against Akron,
He also passed for 302 yards against
astern “and 338 agalnst Murray
Stﬁte. E; 'i".

“With. the offense we have, the
guarterback we have in there will
compilte, some good siats,’ Cesarone
said in a telephone interview. “And
with the receivers we have, they're
going to catch the ball and get some
yardage.: You may only throw the
ball threé yards to the fiat, and the
backs  and receivers do all the
work,” ., -

Western is 2-2-1 this season, It has
beaten - Gardner-Webb (N,C) and
Eastern, lost to Livingston (Ala.)
xnd Louisville and tled Murray.

Cesarone, who has been intercept-

See MODESTY
PAGE 12, col. 4, this section

Jeff Cesarone, the career passing leader at
Western, was overlooked coming out of high

Staft Photo by Adrienne Helltze

school and almost didn’t play In college, He!
has thrown for 902 yards this season,

]
'
i
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ed five times, blames himseli for
the losses,

"Last year, I started relafively
slow,” he said. "I wasn't throwing
the ball well or anything, The same
thing happened this year. I wasn't
looking at the right receivers and I
wasn't throwing well, I don't know
what it is. This year, it cost us a
couple of games because of my per-
formance early,

"It always seems around the fifth
game that we kind of open it up. It's
not the offense. It’s me not doing my
job. When a quarterback doesn't do
his job in a passing offense, it makes
the whole offense look bad.”

Despite all the passing yards, the
6-foot-2,  210-pound  quarterback
downplays his physical abilities.

“We got three quarterbacks here
that have better arms than I do,”
said the curly-haired native of Gene-
va, Il "I'm definitely not one of the
fastest people on the field, The thing
I have to do is try to analyze the
defense and use my head more than
the physical part,

“If you're smart enough, know
where people are going to be and
what’s geing to happen, you don't

have to have the best arm as tong as
you get the bail there. That’s one
thing I try to do. I try not to throw
the balil in situatlions where it could
hurt us, I think that’s the best thing I
can do." -

Cesarone almost didn't become a
cellege quarterback after graduat-
ing from Geneva Community High
School as a National Honor Soclety
student in 1984.

“When 1 graduated, there were
nine quarterbacks (in Iilinois) that
were good,” he said. “Seven went I-
A and two went I-AA, 1 was one ‘of
the lesser recrulted quarterbacks
out of the nine, I wasn't planning on
playing football.

“I was going to go to a school up
north and study. But coach (Dave)
Roberts called me in early January
and said he was going to Western
from Vanderbilt and that he'd like
me to come down. This was the only
visit I took. I came down here the
first weekend in February, and the
next week was signing date, but I
still’ wasn't sure what I would do.
One of the coaches came up and I
finally decided to sign, but up to

/estern’s Cesarone

that point I hadn’t even planned on
playing football.” o

Cesarone, a 20-year-old math-
ematics major, is taking a walt-and-
see approach fo the possibility of
playing professional football after
leaving Western. .

“I think anyhody playing ball
would like the opportunity to play
professional ball,” he said,’ “If I get
a chance, I'll take it. You can't turn

it down because you only get a cou-

ple of years to play and ihe money
is good, But I wouldn’t be crushed If
I didn't get a chance to play because
I have a career to pursue. that will
take a while after college.”

-




CEDRIC JONES (with bhall) of Western runs past
two Eastern defenders during last week’s 24-10 win
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After going through four less than
satisiying weeks,
broke out of his shell last week,
against Eastern,
yards and three touchdowns.

For that feat, he’s golten more,
ink this week than he did in the,
previous four weeks combined.

I’s not that he hasn’t deserved
it, eilher. I’s just that he needed,
somebody catching all those passes
to make him lonk so geod

Now, he realizes how important
the fast men with sure hands are to
him. He’s constantly giving credit
fo his receivers and offensive line.
When the offense has failed in the
past, he’s taken the blame. When
H's been successful, he's given
credit to others,

Thal's the kind of gquarterback
who will keep plavers happy. It
also shows the comradery between
Cesarone, his line and his
receivers. It's an unselfish attijude
_lhat can also be seen in the receiv-
ing corps,

“Any of us can cateh just as well
as another,” said Cedric Jones, a
junior flanker who has also been
pressed into service at tight end
this vear. “'H we werc selfish that

recelvers mne

Jeff Cesarcmel

passing for 396..

On the run
at Smith

Mark C.

Mathis
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would be the bigges! mistake.
Sometimes 1 don't even start, but
we all see just as much action.”

How true. In last week's 24-10
viclory over Eastern, eight dif-
ferent receivers caught the ball,
and six of those receivers had at
teast three catches.

Joe Arnold had the most recep-
tions with seven, Kelth Pasketl had
three receptions for 98 yards, in-
cluding a dd-yarder on the second
play of the game and a 41-yarder
over the wrong shoulder. Jones had
94 yards on four calches, Robert
Coales had 66 yards and a pair of
touchdewns on four catches, Tom-

Stadium,
recelver this season.

(Staif PhOt:} by James Mor'f!s)

Jones 1s Western's leading

t selfis)

my Shakir caught his second
touchdown pass of the year — it
was also just his second calch of
the year. Malcolm Darden and Pat
McKenzie each had three catches
and Vincel Anthony got one hall,

Continued on Page 12
Column 1, This Section
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See why Jones isn't worried
about! getting the ball?

That's what can be done when
Western's passing game is on the
mark.

Jones, a 6-0, 170-pound junior
from Clermont, Fla,, leads the
feam with 24 catches for 304 yards
and a touchdown this year.

He suffered an ankle injury early
last season and didn’t get his game
going until late in the year,
finishing wilh 10 catches for 123
yards and a score against Murray,

“Wien 1 came back {or camp
this year the ankle was fine and 1
did well,” he said, flashing a gold-
toothed smile.

Jones became only the 10th
Hilltopper to have 1,000 yards in
receptions earlier this year. He and
Paskett are bolh moving their way
up the carcer reception and yard-
age lists.

“We've gol enough falent and
speed on the team to keep people
. off just one of us. Earlier we were
expecting too much of ourselves.
We just had to calm down and let
everything take care of itself,”’ he
said.

it seemed to do
Eastern,

Jones is listed at 4.46 in the 49,
He, Paskett and a couple of other
foolball players ran track last spr-
ing. Paskett has perhaps the fastest
time ever in the 40 al Western
(4.38).

The senior from Nashville, Tenn.,
has had at least 10 professional
scouts looking at him on different
occasions this year, :

“1 thought about pro ball quite a
lot coming inte the year,” Paskett
said hefween passing drills Thurs-

that against

RECEIVers

23

day. “Il kind of affected my play
hecause I wasn’t relaxing. I didn't
get to sleep the night before the
Gardner-Webd game.

“I finally blocked It out abouf
pro foolball. When you get up there
on third-and-cne you've got to
retax.”

He has done that of late, running
his receiving totals to 10 cafches
for 138 yards.

Paskett said he isn't concerned,
either, about how much he gets the
ball.

“If they want to double cover
me, fine. I can be a decoy if we
win.” :

Coates, a red-shirt freshman
from Birmingham, Ala.,, had his
biggest day as a Topper last Satur-
day.

The §-2, 210-pound tight end was
injured against Murray, but more
than made up for it against the
Colonels. :

“1 owed it to the team o come
back,” Coates said. *In previous
games we were just sort of running
around out there and not getting
open. Against HEastern we were
pretty much free-lancing and trying
to get open more.’”

Last year didn't include much
playing time for the soft-spoken
Coates, but he wasn’t disappointed
with the experience.

“1 had to get adjusted lo the
system. I'm still learning,” he
said.

And, the lessons seem to be pay-
ing off,

& ] &

A few more tidbits surfaced dur-
ing the past week about the ex-
tracurricular activities that
rekindled the fire under the
Eastern-Western rivalry.

Eastern was short some trainers,

so Hs staff asked Western
cowld borrow a couple of student
trainers during the game.

Western obliged, but probably
won’t again.

Once things started going badly

T

for the Colonels, some of their
players began cussing and spitting
on the student trainers, according
to sources close to the football pro-
gram,

And, the inclident involving
Eastern’s Alvin Blount and Curt
Paige wasn’t the first time a punch
was thrown in a heated third
quarter.

On the first play of the sccond
hall, Eastern offensive fackle John
Jackson clubbed Western defensive
end DbMarcus Burnett, earning the
Colonels a 15-yard unsportsmanlike
conduct penalty.

After Paige hit Blount, Eastern’s
Fred Harvey retallaied against the
Toppers’ Malcolm Darden by hit-
ting him in the face after a tackie.

¢« % ¢

Surprisingiy, Western’s men's
basketball teain isn't ranked In the
Street & Smith's Top 25 preseason
poll.

The Hilltoppers are, however,
picked to flnish first in the Sun Belt
Conference. ’

The women’s team, as usual, is
in the preseason Top 25.

Western’s men will start practice
at 12:01 a.m. Wednesday at Diddle
Arena with Midnight Mania.

This is the fourth year for Mid-
night Mania, and the action will
start at 9:30 p.m. on Tuesday night
with a sock hop. Activities continue
until the official start of practice,
which will feature dunking and
three-point
followed by a short scrimmage. uo@

7

shooting contests, .-
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If Coach Dave Roberts was
grading a midterm  exam on his
Western football team, he'd proba-
bly write down a flat, even C for
the 2-2-1 effort it has given going
into this Saturday’s game at Ten-
nessee State,

And that would probably be an
accurate assessment of this year’'s
Hilltoppers, who have looked good -
{Gardner-Webb), bad (Livingsten),
worse (University of Louisville),
fair (Murray) and great (Eastern)
in five contests.

“The thing you look for is getting
betier, and if we're playing hard
we'll get better,” Roberts said
recently before taking his daily
lunchtime run around Smith
Stadium’strack.

“If you're asking me where we'd
like to be right now, Yd say
undefeated.”

No matter how hard you'd try to
figure it, Western couldn't be
undefeated this season because of
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the Louisville biowout. But the
Hilktoppers could’ve at least been
3-1-1 at this point had it not been
for a disappointing failure against
Livingston.

The kicking game broke down
completely against the Division I
school from Alabama. And a block-
ed field goal against Murray cost
Western a possible win there.
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“When you're trying to build a
program back up you've got to win
the Kkicking game,” Roberts said.
“We've spent hours on it and
we've got f{o stop those mistakes
from happening.”

They have, though, and they've
hurt the Toppers.

But we can’t go around erying
about what might have been. It's
- onto the future.

“When you start talking about
‘predictions and expectations,
players start pressing,” Roberts
said. “We {inally got them to settle
down against Eastern.”

Everything came together for
Western in the 24-10 win against the
Colonels.

The pass protection, the receivers
running the right routes, the
defense stuffing Eastern on scoring
chances. The whole package was
there.

Now, will it be there for the rest
of the year? Or was it just a one

with optimism this morning, we'll

shot deal for a big game with an
archrival. :

“The remainder of the season
will be challenging. We'd better be
able to play,” Roberts said.

Western has been playing hard
for most of the year. Playing smart
has been another question.

That’s where the kicking game,
the pass protecting, the running of
routes, the tackling and other in-
tangibles come in.

Western showed two Saturdays
ago what it can do when it relaxes
and plays.

The Toppers’ offense, led by
quarterback Jeff Cesarone, is the
kind that can stretch a defense to
its limit. The unit was cool and
confident against the Colonels, like
when it went for a fourth down play
that kept a touchdown drive alive.

“The last two weeks the offense

Continued CnPage 7
Column 1, This Section
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y. Nashville
high on his

landing almost all of his si
next year from Kentuck
and Cincinnat} are also

list,

Western will still look at Atlanta

and Florida for recrults

Roberts Is tr
_ Inthe Bluegrass this year.

but

ying to build his stock

to have

Is expected

Roberts
around 10 scholarships to offer for

next year,
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When we last leit the football

Hiiltoppers they were still basking

In the glory of a 24-1¢ vietory over
hated archrival Eastern.

Nearly two weeks ago now,
Western got its famous passing at-
tack in gear and sent the No. 1
defense in Division I-AA back to
Richmond fo refigure its statistics.

An open date has given Western
some time to think about things —
like wili it go up or down from here
— and looming on the horizon Is a

\ stern test that wiil send it irrever-

sibly in one direction or the other.

For the second straight game

-Western will bump heads Saturday
with a fop-ranked defense at Ten-
nessee State In Nashville,

The Tigers, or Big Blue,
whichever you prefer, are listed in
the top 10 of every defenslve
category that the NCAA keeps
statistics on,

* Starting at the top, TSU is No. 2
In total defense, allowing 189.7
yards per game; No. 2 in scoring

defense, keeping opponents at 7.3

By MARK C. MATHIS
Dally News Sports Edltor

LEXINGTON, Ky. Kenny
Walker was conspicuously absent,

The Roberta Ga., native who
became one of the greatest all-
around players ever at the Univer-
sity of Kentucky is now working his
way up the ladder again as a New
York Knick,

Walker finished his UK career as
the second all-time leading scorer
In the sehool’s histery to Dan Issel.

The Al-America player was the
latest in a long lne of stars who
has shown in the UK galaxy, and
his void on this year’s team may
be as large as a black hole.

But, never fear, as always at UK,
there are other stars on the
horizon,

Most notable, of course, is Rex
Chapman, the all-everything guard
from Owensboro Apollo, .

Mark C.
Mathis

Dally News
Sports Editor
Commentary

points per game:; No. 5 in rushing
defense, glving up 66.5 yards per
game; and ninth in passing
defense, allowing 123.2 yards per
game,

While rolling up a 6-0 record and
No. 7 ranking in I-AA, TSU hasnt
just been beating opponents, it’s
been dominating them.

“What they did to Middle Ten-
nessee Is frightening,” said

Western coach Dave Roberts.

Chapman, whether he wants to be
or not, Is the center of attention on
this defending Southeastern Con-
ference champlonship squad that
wen! 32-4 and missed the Final
Four by one game iast year,

Much is being expected of the

clean-cut 6-5 freshman. Maybe
more than any other UK player any
time. And, if all goes well, he will
deliver. But not quite yet.

“I don't want to rule out the fact
that he could be a slarier,” said
UK coach Eddie Sutton at Wednes-
day's Media Day in Memorlal Col-
Iseum. “But Sidney Moncrief was
the best player I ever had as a
freshman and he didn’t start untii
his ninth game. We're going to take
our time working Rex in.”

Moncrief was a former Arkansas
star when Suiton was coaching at

that school and now takes up resi-' '

dence in the NBA,

“They ran a man coverage and
brought six people with the rush.
They're more aggressive and do
more stunting than last year.”

T8U beat Middle 7-6 In the second
game of the year, and that has re-
ally been the Tigers' closest
challenge, .

Some of that reckless abandon on
defense was exhibited last week in
TSU's 21-10 triumph over Grambi-
ing when linebacker Danny Taylor
returned a pass interception 89
yards for a touchdown. The Tigers
also held Grambling to 19 yards on
the ground.

Linebackers Onzy Rlam, a 63,
215-pound senior, and Roderick
Reed, & 6-2, 230-pound sophomore,
are the biggest hitters for TFSU,
Senlor defensive back Carl McAfee
(60, 195) Is a key to the Tigers’
mean passs coverage.

“We aren't allowing the big
plays that can crush a defense,”

Conilnued on Page 4
Column 1, This Sectlon

Sutton said both Chapman and 6-6
Derrick Miller, another freshman
guard, are potential NBA players.

That's down the road scme,
though, and Sutton has more press-
ing problems to worry about, like
finding a combination of players to
take up the slack for Walker.

Juniors Cedric Jenkins (6-9), Rob
Lock (6-11), Richard Madison (-7}
and sophomore Erving Thomas (6-
7} combine to make the biggest
question mark for Sutton,

And that question is, who among
them will emerge to lend & hand to
working class hero Winston Bennett
inside.

Bennett has tolled in the shadows
of other great Inside players like
Walker, Sam Bowie and Melvin

Contlnued on Page 6
Column t, This Section
\




- WKU to meet

more tough

defense |
. ) f} /ﬂz’r- !’{ "‘f’t"’ Ve
Continued From Page1-B

‘sald TSU defensive coordinator
Cralg Gilllam, .

Gilllam’s troops are also taking
the Issue to opposing offenses.

“We're an oifensive defense, We
relentlessly pursue ball carriers
and attack offensive lines, we'll
move our defensive alignment on
the snap of the ball,” he explained.

One reason Jeff Cesarone had a
. 896-yard day against Eastern |
because he was hardly ever rushed,

TSU won't afford him the same
luxury this weay,

Gliltam has a ditferent defensive
line from the one that wag knocked
around in last year's 22-17 loss to
Western at Smiih Stadium, and he
uses it to the utmest ot its ability,

“We didn’t have the talent In the
defensive Interfor llne last year
thal we have this yYear,” Gllliam
sald. “This [s g pass rushing
group. They're not gg blg, but
they're quicker ang stronger than
last year.” ‘

Eastern sat back in zone
coverage most of the afternoon
against Western, and TSU will do
the same thing, but with strikingly
different results, Gilllam promises,

“The longer a man In the see.

ondary can cover his receiver, the

more time that gives to the rushers -

to get a sack. A lot of the time In
man coverage you have to Play so
tight on your receiver that yoy

can’t buy that exirg time,” he

said,

Yes, time to Pass was the main
Ingredient for Cesarone’s success
against Eastern.

Now the true test for Western's
offense comes. The test of whethar
Cesarone's line ig big and strong
CHOUER (o overcome TSU’'s
quickness, and if ¢ can't, whether
Cesarone Is smart enough to sur-
vive,




[O-17- 8¢
By MARK C. MATHIS
Dally News Sports Editor

Kelth Paskett has been ready to
play Western’s upcoming game
with Tennessee State since the final
gun of the win over Eastern two
weeks ago,

“*Vanderbilt Stadium s five
minutes from my house. 'm ready
to get back. They thought it was a
fluke last year, but we've just got
to go down and play weil,” he said
tast week.

TSU, 60 and ranked No. 7 In
Division I-AA, has been waiting ior
both the lalented recefver Paskett
and Hilllopper quarterback Jeff
Cesarone for the last 13 months,

The Tigers have been talking
their homecoming game up plenty
in Nashville, where the hattle will
be staged at Dudley Fleld on Van-
dy’s campus at i p.m. Saturday
(WKCT-AM, WDNS-FM).

There.are ‘wanted’ posters up in
TSU’s main athletle building, One
talking about sidelining Cesarone
and the other mentioning Im-
mobilizing Paskett, a senlor from
Nashville.

The reason the Tigers are so hot
on Western's trall is the 22-17 win 1t
pulled out in the season opener last
year at Smith Stadium,

TSU players have been quoted
this week attributing their 7-4 year
to the puzzling loss to the Toppers,

Cesarone and Paskett had career

- games against TSU last vyear.
Cesarone hit 20 of 40 passes for 280
yards and had the game-winnng
touchdown on a §-yard strike to
Paskett with 2:24 to go,

Paskett made nine catches for
160 yards and has had professional
scouts on his trail ever since.

Cesarone has been good on 60.5
percent of his passes for 902 yards
and four scores. The junfor's 398-
yard, three-touchdown showing
against Eastern has him anxious
for this contest, despite the wanted
posters.

A .

“They were disappointed last
year, and {hose posters are more to

_get them fired up. We can’t think

about those kinds of things*
Cesarone said before a light
workout Thursday, .

“The week off has really helped
us, We were able fto put the
Fastern game behind us and come
down some. We've watched a lot of
fiilm. We're kind of biting at the bit
toplay.”

Western also watched a lot of
flim before the Eastern game, but
Coach Dave Roberts says TSU
presents a different set of pro-
blems.

“They're better than Eastern.
They do things so differently,” he
said of the No. 7 team in Division
I-AA. “They put more pressure on
you defenstvely, Last year they
could throw the ball. This year they
can run and pass.”

Stacy Grear Is TSU’s 64 sopho-
more quarterback. He's thrown for

nearly 1,000 yards and 10

touchdowns this year.

Tight end Steve Holloway has
been Grear’s favorite target with |

25 receptions for 306 yards and
three touchdowns.

Steve Griffin, a 6-0, 190-peund
halfback, is averaging four-and-a-
half yards per carry this year.

Western’s blggest worry about
T8U, however, is the defense,

which is ranked in the top 10 of .

several [-AA categories.

The Tigers like to put a lot of
pressure on the quarterback, but
Cesarone fsn't worried.

“The offensive line was the best
since I've been here in the Eastern
game, and 1 have confidence that
they'l protect me again,’ he said.

That's where Barry Anderson,
Ron Hopkins, Dean Tiebout, Steve
Walsh and Rob Weinle come In.
They will be the ones protecting

Continued on Page 4
Column 1, This Section
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JEFF CESARONE (8) fires a
game agalnst Tennessee State

st _ ri

Continued From Page 1-B
Cesarone. o

Anderson, a §-3, 275-pound senior
center, is also looking forward to
playing in his hometown and
against another strong defensive
unit,

"I like the challenge of playing
against the same quality, or better,
players. It would be great to knock
them off in this game just like we
did Eastern,” he said. “This game

s bigger to me than that one
because ib’s home. I've got some
things to prove,”

It will also be the rirst time
Anderson’s grandparents have ever
seen him play, _

I s

Roberts will be familiar with the
Vandy turf from his coaching days
with the Commodores. '

Roberts was an assistant for flve
years al Vanderbilt before coming

pass In last year's
at Wesltern's Smith
Stadlum. The Hilltoppers won that game 22-17 with challenge TSU in Nashville, Tenn, [

Another Jaunch

the help of &
Cesarone,

to Western in 1983,

LA I

The TSU matchup will be the
first of three homecoming games
for the Toppers.

Western will be Austin Peay’s
homecoming guest next week,
Then, the Teppers will host defen-
ding I-AA champion Georgia
Southern in their homecoming Nov.
1,

* b &

Western’s linebackers are leading
the feam in tackles. Calvin Ed-
wards, a §-1, 215-pound sophomore,
has come on strong in the last two
games for Western and has 59

stops.
Neil Fatkin, a 57, 210-pound
junior, has 48 tackles.

L I B

Joe Arnold is leading the team n
rushing with 224 yards on 24 carries
this seasonforas.3 average,

game-winning touchdown pass by
Saturday afterncon the Toppers will
!Z, "J?ﬁ{»“{:

LI I

Punter Adam Lindsey will proba-
bly be the first Western player ever
to kick the football for more than
10,000 career yards Saturday,

The Bowling Green senior has
9,680 yards punting,

[ ¥

Receivers Chuck Kimbell and
Kevin Wright will be out of action
against TSU because of hamstring
pulls, according to trainer Bill Ed.
wards,

Linebacker Mike Carberry will
dress for the first time this year
affer undergoing arthroscopic knee
surgery in preseason.

Cornerback Harold Wright will
also be dressing for this game.
Wright also had arthroscopic
surgery on ‘his knee before the
season began. He dressed for the
Eastern game but didn’t see much
action. ' .

1 T -

[




PG 7-
Spaclal to Tha Courler-Journal

NASHVILLE, Tenn, — When your
most culstanding player in a pame
‘iIs your punter, that says something
about the oufcome. And it says ev-
erything about Western Kentucky’s
25-3 loss at the hands of Tennessen
State yesterday, .‘

In al fairness, Tennessee State (7
0), ranked seventh in the natlon in
NCAA Division I-AA and sporting
the divislon’s second-best overall de-
fense, punted lis fair share as well,
In fact, the teams' punters put thelr

legs into a whopping 1,041 yards -

worth of kicks.!

Tennessee Stake also put iis defen-
slve players inta the Western Ken-.

tucky backfleld :on several occa-

stons. Hilitopper quarterbacks com-

pleted 12 of 44 passes, threw two
interceptions and were sacked eight
times for 70 yards. Western ran 25
times and netted minus-nine yards,
“We really struggled to find a way
to get a first down,” said Western
coach Dave Roberts. "They beal us
at the line of scrimmage in every
way. And when we had tlme to
throw, It seemed our quarterbacks
were gun-shy, ‘
*Thelr defense was superb, They

ran around us, over us and through-

us.”

The loss dropped Western's rece
ord to 2-3-1,

“Our defense went into the game
knowing that our success would be
based on our pass rush,” said Ten-
nessee State coach Witliarn Thomas,
whose team avenged a 22-17 losg to
Western last year that broke a 13-
game Tiger winning streak, "We
have a ot of seniors on the line, and
it showed." :

Tennessee State didn't set the
world on fire offensively, with 210
total yards, '

WESTERN KEHTUCKY oo 0 3 0 0 — 23
TEHHESSEE STATE .ouvvis ¢ 613 0 — 28
Tennes2ee $1ale = Gary Hocketl, 12, pass from
Slacy Grear {(kiek blocked); Wastern Kentutky —
Dan Mahar, 45, field goef; Tennesteo State —
Willlam Roblnson, 1, run (kick fallsd); Tennssses
State — Tony Slargell, 45, Intercepllon return
(stove Holloway Xick); Tennesses State — Terry
Walch, 3, intarcepton return {run falfed},
Allendance — 24,084,
© Western Ky. Tenn, St

First downs ..., Tt 1]
Rushes-yards » A5{-9} 4517
Passing yards | 14e %3
Return yards 3] 177
Passes ..., 12442 8230
Punts ... 13427 124405
Fumbles-lost 32 42
Penaitiosyards...ovniviare, . 174 8-51

“I thought that defensively, this
‘was the best game we've played,”
said Roberts, -

Tennessee State led 12-3 at half-
time on a 17-yard touchdown pass
from Stacy Grear to Gary Hockeft
and a one-yard run by Willlam Rob-
Inson, Western’s only score was a
45-yard fleld goal by Dan Maher.

The Interceptions thrown by West.
ern quarterbacks Jeff Cesarone and
David Armstrong were refurned for
third-quarter touchdowns. Tony
Stargell went 46 yards wlth Cesar-
one’s white Terry Welch rambled 39
yards with Armstrong's Just 16 sec-
onds later,

‘Western punter Adam Lindsey
punted 13 {imes for 555 yards, a 42.7

“average, and boomed a &5-yarder,

Tennessee State punter Jelfrey
Troutman kicked 12 {lmes for 4386
yards, . :
Lindsey’s ninth kick, a 57-yarder,
made him the first punter In West-
ern history to exceed 10,000 yards
In a carcer, His career totai after
{he game stands at 10,235,
« Yesterday was Tennessee State's
homecoming, The Hilltoppers are
homecoming guests next week at
Austin Peay.
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The Hilltoppers feil to TSU 25-3,

State defenders Saturday In Western's game In
Nashville

a reserve quarterback for

Is caught between a couple of Tennessee

1]

DAVID ARMSTRONG

Y/estern



Tops’ inconsistency

iggest

e~ ey
Inconsistency seems to be this

year's biggest problem for

Western's football team.
. In the first two years of Coach

Dave Reoberts’ -reign, flnding
encugh talented players to keep
from getting blown out of the water
was the Hilltoppers’ main objec-
tive,

They have enough talent this
year. But, now, that talent has
trouble performing at or near the
same level week after week,

Reserve quarterback David Arm-

strong said the extra week off be- .

tween the Eastern win and last
Saturday’s 25-3 loss fto Tennessee
State didn't have any effect on
Western,

That’s probably true. The Top-
pers didn’'t really look rusty
against TSU, they just looked
overmatched - on offense anyway.,

Jeff Cesarone followed one of his
greatest games ever -— the 396-yard
bombing of Eastern — by one of his
most shaky starts against the
Tigers.

Cesarone hit only 9 of 38 passes
with an interception for 125 yards,
His longest play of the day was a
43-yard completion to Kelith
Paskett, who had four catches for
105 yards.

It was a given that with
Cesarone’s lack of mobility the
Tigers’ vaunted pass rush might
give him some headaches. But he
got far more than he hargained for
— suffering eight sacks. Seven dif-
ferent TSU defenders had quarter-
back sacks In the game. The junior
also had a tough time getting the
ball to fly right when he did have
time (o throw it. ]

“He sure looked like he was ner-

problem

Mark C.
Mathis

‘Daily News
Sports Editor
Commentary

vous, didn't he?” Roberts said
after the game. “He played like he
was going to get hit, and he did,
over and over again.” !

Yes, Cesarone did play like he
heard footsteps coming before he
took the first snap. He didn't just
relax and play like he did in the
Fastern game,

He got protection early against
TSU, and he had open recelvers at
times In the first half. But the
longer TSU’s quick and strong
defensive front banged on
Western’s blockers, the more wore
down they became. It was the
classic exampie of speed winning
out over size,

“They've got the biggest offen-
sive line In the world," said TSU
coach Wiiliam Thomas of
Western’s blockers,

But, “we play against bigger
people all the time. We're used to
trylng to outquick the other team,”
sald TSU linebacker Bryan
Willlams, who broke up a pass and

had a couple of sacks.

i i

Now, let it not be lost that TSU is
indeed a fine football team. Not on-

ly better than Eastern, as Roberts

said, but much better.

The Tigers are 7-0 — 25-4 over ;

the last three seasons — and shouid

be contenders for the Division I-AA

nationai championship,
Their defense is overpowering, as

. their harassment of Cesarone and

Armstrong proved., Their offense

. got golng in the second quarter, but
" Western’s defense kept them at bay

‘most of the afterncon. No small
task considering it was only getting
a few downs of rest at a time.
Since the Murray game, the Top-
pers’ defense has shown steady
mprovement. TSU very likely
would’ve just scored 12 polnts had
t not been for two illadvised passes
that were ‘intercepted and returned
for touchdowns In the third period.
It has become more consistent as
the season moves along. Bending
some but not breaking very often,
"Some players were looking at this
game as a piveotal one in the Top-

pers’ season, "If they could heat:

TSU, Paskett said, then the rest of
the year would fall info place.

They would’'ve at least been over
500 on the ledger for the first time

{since Roberts took over for Jimmy
Felx.

| Western is still on target o have
a good finish this year. Its defense
keeps improving, but the offense
still needs a tuneup from week to
week.

One thing is for sure, until the
big piay peopie are able to add
consistency to thelr playing vocabu-
lary, Western will be an average
football team. ~ S

ST




Western’s defense spent most of
last season on the clothesline.

Well, not really. But as Coach .

Dave Roberts once said, because of
the Hilitoppers' inability to sustain
offensive drives, the defense was
constantly being ‘“hung out to
dr}’." .

Although the offensive unit hasn’t
been very consistent this year, it
has matured enough to take its
share of the lcad — and eat up
‘more than just a few seconds off
the clock every series. .

Even in Western’s 26-3 loss at
Tennessee State last Saturday, the
Toppers’ offense managed to keep
the ball almost as leng as the
Tigers.

In a game with that lopsided a
© score last year, Western's defense
would've been on the field close to
45 minutes.

And while the offense has done
its part to keep its teammates off
the field, Western’s defense hasn’t
been needing to stay on the field

Mathis

Daily News

Commentary

very long because it has been stop-
ping opponents,

‘It didn’t look like that was the
way matters were going to turn out
in the beginning of the year, what
with the missed tackles and blown
assignments the - defense suffered
through the first three games. )

But those problems began to
disappear at Murray, and each
successive week Western’s defense

Mark C.

. Western's leading tackler with 56
© stops. “We're still making a few

Sports Editor

has turned in a more iropressive

. outing.

““We've just been playing
together and running to the bali”
said linebacker Calvin Edwards,

mistakes, but we're starting to
grow up.7l .r "

The members of the unit are also
starting to depend on each other
more.

“Last year I might look over and
say ‘if that guy doesn’t do his job
then I'm going to have to play his
position too,” but this year
everybody is comfortable with. the
person beside them,” said Neil
Fatkin, who plays beside Calvin
and has 51 tackles, second highest
on the team, ‘

Experience has been a big plus
on both sides of the ball for
Western this year, but it has really

showri- ﬁ;dn defense — p'a'rticularly -

. the secondary, where juniors and
- seniors carry the load.

“Most of the experience is back
in the secondary, and people look ..
upio us to be leaders. We're kind of
cocky and confident,” said senior
free safety James Edwards. .

“The leadership is coming out,” .
sald senior strong safety Mark ~
Johnson. “We have a big job in the -
secondary, and we {ry to pick each
otherup.” .

The thing that has probably pick- .
ed up the defense the most was a
change in game plans after the
University of Louisville game. -

The Toppers tried continuous:
blitzing against the Cardinals and
were burned badly. At Murray they
went back to the basic gap defense
that has been good to them since
then.

“We started just lining up in one
front and we've got some experi-
ence. That’s helped,” Roberts said.

When looking at Western in its

. basic set, it looks like there are:

holes big enough to drive a truck
through. But once the ball is snap-
ped, the gaps fill up. Teams
haven’t been as able to drive the
ball on Western as easily as they
did last year.

Filling the gaps is just part of the
success, though. The hitting has
been more crisp and the tackling -
moere sure in the 2-3-1 Toppers’ last |
three contests. :

Now, we'll see if the defense can ~

"stay off the line once again Satur- ;

day at Austin Peay.
i




Tops renew
rivalry
with Govs
Ut aq-ve
By MARK C, MATHIS
Daily News Sports Editor

Western and Austin Peay used to
have a nice, little rivairy golng.

1
+
i
i

i

1
This will be the second of three |

itraight homecoming games for'

For 26 straight seasons, fans Nestern this season. Next week the
irom Bowling Green and fops host defending I-AA champlon
Clarksville, Tenn., would alternate, 3eorgia Southern at Smith
making the short drive to watch the Stadium, g .
“What the heck. Homecoming Is

Hilltoppers almost annual beating
of the Governors. :

Only four tmes from 1958-83 did
Austin Peay manage a win against

upposed to be a weak sister. But

————

now it just kind of falls on a home

Western, with one tle thrown In for date,” Roberls said gl:eep!sl}iy.

good measure,
The last meeting of the serles

3 L}
5
Senlor center Barry Anderson

P w his week with a sprain-
though, the Governors pulied off a Wi be out t r
13-3 shocker that helped precipitate ed knee. Trainer Bill Edwards sald

the demise of former foothall coach
Jimmy Felx, o

Now, Coach Dave Roberts gets
his first shot In Clarksville's
Municipal Stadlum at t p.m. Satur-
day (WKCT-AM, WDNS-FM),

And, the Hilitoppers wili be
challenged lo even their 2-31 re-
cord against 4-2 Austin Peay. The
Gievernors haven't lost at home In
four games this year,

Western’s Inconsistent offense
will once again get to face one of
the top-ranked defenses In Divislon
I-AAin the physical Govs.

Austin Peay has the No. 5 scoring
defense in the division, allowing en-
ly 11.3 points per game,

“‘Nobody's been running on
them. They're big and strong,"
Roberts sald, adding that Austin
Peay sometimes sends slx or seven
rushers at the passer,

Uh, oh,

Last week quarterback Jeff
Cesarone looked like he'd been shot
out of a cannon following Western's
25-1 loss to ‘Pennessee State. He
was sacked elght times and com-
pleted only nine passes,

“He got somewhat Intimidated,"
Roberts sald. “He started shaky
and sometimes you can play your
way out of it. It's kind of like
Larry Blrd, you just keep
shooting.” ‘

The problem was, Cesarone kept
firing blanks, except for a couple of
big gainers to Keith Paskelt.

Senfor linebacker Eddle Walls
leads the Govs’ defense with 75
tackies. The 6-1, 228-pounder had 18

tackles against Youngstown State .

last weekend.

The Govs' offense is led by Mike
Lewls — the No. 9 rusher in I-AA.
The 5-10, 180-pound sophomore i
averaging 106.7 yards per game.

the §-3, 275-pound senior may be

lost for the resi of the year.
- No other major injuries were sus-
talned against Tennessee State.,




! Lo C\}-{;‘- ‘“‘S‘é_:
special to The Courier-Journal

CLARXSVILLE, Tenn. — After
battling all afternoon fo siay even
with Austin Peay, Western Kentucky
exploded for 14 fourth-quarter
points vesterday to pick up its firsi
road win in more than a year, 34-20.

Malcom Darden pulled in a four-
vard Jeff Cesarone pass for a touch-
down as the final quarter got under-
way and Vincel Anthony scored his
{irst college TD with just under five
minutes 1o play. '

Western put the first poiats on the
board with a2 5l-yard field goal by
Dan Maher. But Austin Peay an-
swered with a pair of touchdowns,
one on & 44-yard run by Williamn Na-
thaniel, to make the score 14-3.
Maher added a 40-yard field goal at
the end of the first quarter to close
the gap to 146.

“We got off to a shaky start,” said

Western Kentucky coach Dave Rob-
erts. “But we played haré and we

respended well. We thought we
would have to pass more, but the
running game was working for us. -

“I'm glad we were able to run it
because it would have been tough if
we had had to throw. OQur success
rucning it kept them off guard. I
don’t think they were ready for that
We had two nice drives and the de-
fecse really came alive for us in the
second half.”

Western Kentucky limited the

Austin Peay offense fo a pair of
field goals for the rest of the game.

“We just got outcoached,” Austin
Peay coach Emory Hale said. “They
changed their philosophy and did
things they had not been doing. Both
their tailbacks did a good job. And
our defense collzpsed. They domi-
nated our defense.”

Joe Arncld responded o the
change in philesophy with 170 yards
on 21 carries, and Anthony added 62
yards on 16 attempts. Arnold’s yard-
age was the most for a Western run-
ning back since 1383,

Arnold set up the first Western

touchdown when he scampersd 71__

vards to the Auvstin Peay three-yard
line. Cesarcne found Keith Plaskett
in the end zone for the score on ihe
next play with 3:54 left to play in the
hall.

Arnold opened up the second half
with 2 bang by returning the kickoif
straight up the middle for a §1-yard
touchgown, the first Western kickoff
return for a score since 1582.

Western started its winning drive
from its own 35-yard line and
marched the distance in 10 plays be-
fore Cesarone fournd Dardes.

At Clarkaville, Tenn,

WESTERN KENTUCKY .cwen 7
AUSTIN PEAY cvreenrarrenzsceesn 33 0—120

Western Kentucky — FG, 51, Dan Masher. Austin
Peay — Wililam Nathanlel, 44, run {Tom McMillan
Kick). Austin Peay — Mike Lewis, 1, run (MCMIE-
1an kick), Westsrn Kentucky — FG, 40, Maher.
Auatin Pesy — FG, 42, McMilian. Waestern Kan-
tucky — Kelth Plaskett, 3, pass from Jeff Cesar-
one (Maher Klck), Wastern Kentucky — Joe Ar-
nold, 91, kickoff refurn (Maner kick). Austin Peay
= FG, 33, tMchnillan, Western Kontucky — Mal-
colm Darden, d, pess from Cesarone (Maher
klck). Western Kenfucky — Vince! Anthony, 4, run
(Maker kick).

Attsndanca — 3,117,
Western Austin Peql‘z

First downs 18
Rushes-yards .. 44273 46-153
Passing ybrds 140 202
Return yards . L3 37
Posses wueen - 14231 13281
PUNTS wreeens 243 #4900
Fumbles-iost ... - 22 32
Penalties-yards.... .- 950 883

The final touchdown came after
Austin Peay punter Reld Barr rock-
eted a kick 53 yards that rolled out
at the Western Kentucky 19. West-
ern answered with a 15-play drive in
which it converted four third-down
plays before Anthony burst over
from three yards out with 4:59 to
play.

On Saturday Western will play
host to defending NCAA I-AA cham-
pion Georgia Southern, ranked
eighth in the country. .



Tops hit
high note
with Govs

NI SRS
By MARK C. MATHIS
Dally News Sports Editor

CLARKSVILLE Tenn. - Western
has been on some roller coaster
ride this season,

Sometimes it has dropped like a
rock off the Empire State Building;
other times it has climbed the
highest mountain with ease,

The Hiiltoppers went lo one of
their highest highs Saturday with a
34-20 win over Austin Peay in front
of 3,117 homecoming fans at
Muntclpal Stadlum,

The victory evened Western's re-
cord at 3-3-1, while Austin Peay
dropped to 4-3 and lost is first
home game of the year,

On the opposite end of the spec-
trum, i was the first road win for
Western in more than a year.

The last time the Toppers won
‘outside” of Smith Stadium was Oct,
12 of tast year at Central Florida.

When Western has put as many
points on the board In the past as it
did Saturday, it usually meant that
Jeff Cesarone has had a big, big
day,

Well, he hit 14 of 23 with an iii-
terception for 140 yards and two
touchdowns — an average day for
the junior quarterback.

But one of the truly amazing
things about this win was that the
Toppers did it on the ground and
through the air. Western finished
with 223 yards rushing and 140 on
the ground for a 363 total,

Joe Arnold had his second
outstanding afternoon of the year,
running for 16% yards on 21 carrles,
Including a 9i-yard kickoff return
for a touchdown and a 71-yard
jaunt that set up another score In
the second period.

No Western player had returned
a kickoff for a touchdown since
Davlin Mullen -ran one back 95
yards against Morehead in 1982,

The other amazing story was that
the Tops came back from a 17-6
deficit to tie It 20-20 in the third
quarter and run away with it in the
fourth quarter with 14 points. The
Tops had scored only three polnts
In the fourth quarter in the

Continued On Page 14
Column 3, This Section




Continued From Page 11-A

previous six games this year.

“They were expecting the pass
and we were running the sprint
draw a lot,” sald Anthony, who
had 111 yards agalnst Gardner-
Webb in the season opener, “We
were taking advantage of the
sweep, too. They would come flying
up and we would just cut back
through the middle.”

“The offensive line had been us-
ed to sitting back all year, and
Coach (Sieve) Shankweller sald fo
let them come off the ball They
did a pretty doggone good job of
it,”” said Western coach
Roberts.

The rushing attack was so effec-
tive that Austin Peay coach Emory
Hale admitted hls staff was .out-
coached.

“They changed up thelr philoso-

phy. What they had been doing was
pass, and when they went
predominantly to the run they got a
lot out of it,”” Hale said. *‘I thought
cur offense would score 33 or 3
points if we -could’ve continuegd
whal we were doing in the first
half. But they dominated our
defense and we were out of field
position,”

The Govs offense was strong
coming out of the gate after Dan
Maher's 51-yard field goal opened
the scoring with 12:51 to go.

The Tops got a break on the
opening kickoff when Neil Fatkin
recovered Fred Motes' fumble at
the Govs' 47,

Motes made up for that on the
next kickoff when he went from his

»

Dave )

own 16 to the Western 45. Wiliiam
Nathaniei broke through a gang of
Western defenders for a 44-yard
touchdown run on the second play
from serimmage,

The Governors scored on their
next possession, too, when Mike
Lewis dove In from the 1.

That score was szet up hy a 50-
yard pass from Dale Edwards to
Motes that caught Western blitzing
on third-and-one from the Austin
Peay 22. It was one of four tlmes
that the Governors would convert
third down plays lin the {irsi hali.

Maher hit a 40-yarder with 13 se-
conds left in the first quarter and
Tom McMillan countered for Austin
Peay with 9:40 left ln the second fo

-make it 17-6,

Arnold’s 7l-yard run

position fo arch a high pass to

Keith Paskett in the end zone, mak-

Ing it 17-13 with Maher’s exira
point,
Arnold’s touchdown run came on

the third quarter opening kickoff

‘and gave Western its first lead of

the game af 20-17.

McMillan’s 33-yard field goal at
3:59 In the third quarter tied the
score before Western's explosion.

The Toppers put together two
outstanding drives to score their
last two touchdowns. The first
started after Vincel Anthony's
kickeff return set Western up at its
own 36,

Cesarone hit Malcelm Darden on
almost an ldentical play that
Paskett scored on from the 4 with
14:21 left in the game,

A 19-play beauty preceeded An-

&

T SmsE, S B

to the -
Austin Peay 3 and put Cesarone in’

AL

thony’s 3-yard touchdown run with
4:59t0 go in the game,

Anthony, a 5-11, 195-pound soph-
omore cut of Loulsville Male, com-
plimented Arnold’s game-high ef-
fort whh 62 yards on 16 carries,

“Everything their defense ran

Fo~dL ~§4

"was what we expecied,”” Anthony

sald,

For Cesarone it was a day of
vindication after his admittedly
poor performance at Tennessee
State last week.

“We weren't really concerned
when we got down early because
we had been gettlng yardage. [
don’t think {he team was ever ner-
vous. Joe's big run sparked us,”
he said.

And maybe Western found the
spark it needs for a strong finish,

W. Kenlucky 6 7 7 14—
Austin Peay M 33 -2
WEK-—FG Maher 51
AP —Nathaniel 44run {(Mcalitan kick)
AP—Lewls Trun {McMillan Xick)
WEK—FG Maher 40
AP—FG McMillan 42

WK-—Paskell 3 pass from Cesarone (Maher

kick)
WK—Arneld 91 kickoff return (Maher Kick)
AP—FG McMtfan 33 )
WK--Darden 4 pass from Cesarcne {(Maher
kick}
WK —Anthony 3run {(Maher kick)

A--3,0117

WK AP
First downs 16 18
Rushes-yards 44223 40153
Passing vyards 140 202
Return yards 191 137
Passes 14-23-1 13-28%
Punts 3-34 4-49
Fumnbles-fost -2 32
Penalties-yards 9-60 8-
Tlme af Possession 30:06 29:54

IHDIV’!DUAL LEADERS
RUSHING — WK, Arnold 2¥-170, Anthony 18-
62. AP, Na!hanle!]‘é? Lewls 16-4%.
PASSING — WK, Cesarcne 23-14-1-140, AP,
Edwards 28-13-1-202.
RECEIVING — WK, McKenzie 4-31. AP.
Motes 371, .
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Call it ereative scheduling.

But it’s fitting for Coach Dave
Roberts. Only a crazy kind of guy
like Roberts would seem {o be play-
ing an April Fools' joke on the day
after Halloween.

I mean, bringing in the defending

Division I-AA national champlon
for homecoming? '
C'mon now,
But Roberts just gives you that
mischievous smile.

“It doesn't matter to me. It’s

just a football game. Personally '

it’'s a great game for homecoming,
People will get to look at one of the
best athletes In America,"” Roberts
said.

And, that, ladles and gentlemen
Is Tracy Ham, quarterback for the
5-2 Bagles.

‘Georgia Southern boasts that
Ham Is the best quarterback in
America, no apologies to Vinny
Testaverde, Mike Shula or any
other I-A quarlerback.

But the numbers, as the Eagles
say, speak for themselves.

the 5-11, 188-pound senlor needs
only 104 yards rushing and 24 yards
passing 1o bhecome the f{first
quarterback in college foothall his-
tory to rush for 3,000 yards and
pass for 5,000 yards In a career.

Only two other players have
reached the 2,000-4,000 mark -—
John Bond of Mississippi State and
Prince McJunkins of Wichita State.

“‘He's as good at doing his thing
as anybody I've ever scen,” sald

~ Mark C.
‘Mathis

- Dally News
Sports Editor
" Commentary

Coach Frk Russell, who has turned
what was a club football team into

-a national titlist in four years,

Doing his thing Is running the op-
tion. But when a defense Is good
enough to shut that down — as
Furman did last year in the I-AA
title game — then the High Springs,
Fla., native just goes to the air.

Ham, a two-time Aftlanta Jour-
nal-Constitution Player-of-the-Year
in college division football, threw
for 419 yards in that game and had
over 500 yards in total offense. He
will go over 8,000 yards in career
total offense this weekend,

All these statistics aren’t lost on
Western's defense, but it isn't bow-
Ing down to numbers, either.

‘‘*Their quarterback is
unbelievable on fllm,” said nose
guard Denny Caple. “But the way
our defense has been playing,
we’re not intimidated. He's sort of

selfish. Sometimes he just keeps
the ball everytime and runs it up
inside. It doesn’t look Iike you can
get a good shot on him, but he
hasn’t played against Western Ken-
tucky’s defense, either. I would like
to see their second string quarter-
back, because that would mean we
put him (Ham) out.,” -

Ouch!

But that kind of confidence is
good. It means that 3-3-1 Western is
ready to play a most imprebable
homecoming opponent,

‘“It's a challenge,!” sald
linebacker Nell Fatkin, ““You know
if you can stop the defending na-
tional champion that it puts some
credibillty in the program. Other
coaches say if we keep them under
32 points, then we’ve done a great
job. But that's bull, The way the
defense looks at i, if we let them
score 32 points we haven't done
very weil.”

Georgla Southern is averaging 37
points per game this season.

“WWe'll have to score a lot of
points to win, That seems {o be the
{rend,” Roberts sald,

Western's oifense playing up and
down like a yo-yo Is something else
that's been a trend this year.

If the stars are all aligned right,
this should be the week that the of-
fense goes down. After -ali, Western
coutd both run and pass the ball

last week against Austin Peay.

Joe Arnold, whose 16¢ yards was

the best individual rushing total of
any Hilltopper in five years, is anx-
jous to prove the yo-yo theory
WwWrong.
V‘"I‘Eey've got to line up just tike
us. This is the kind of game we
want to play. The way you gel
vourseli on (he map is 16 knock
somebody off the . map,” Arnold
said. :

And, why not? The last game at
Smith Stadium a month ago pitted
the Toppers agalnst an Eastern
team they weren’t supposed to
have a chance against.

Maybe some of that same magie
was left out on the fieid,

What else would you expect from
a crazy man like Roberts on Hal-
loween, :
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Is the starting
-AA champlonghip

fU =35

- AD at Vandy,

I l.' ':’)/. S‘,()
By MARK C. MATHIS
Daily News Sports Editor

Western's main concern Saturday
wiil be catching a Ham on the
lamb.

Meanwhile, Georgia Southern wil]
simply try to keep his mefter punn-
ing.

Sound confusing? Well, i could
be worse than that if Tracy Ham,
Georgia Southern’s multitatented
quarterback, has one of hig usual
days Saturday when he leads his
5-2 squad into Smith Stadium for
homecoming at 1 bm. (WKCT-A),
WDNS-FM).

WKU football

“He had 200 yards rushing
against East Carolina and they said
you can foget about stopping him,”
said Western coach Dave Roberts,

East Carolina ang Florida, both

Division 1.4 schools, account for
the two iosses on the Eagles
ledger,
Georgia Southern had a week off
to recover from the 35-33 heart-
breaker at East Carolina, and it
has needed time to hieal some yp-
-characteristic injuries.

“In the past we've been so lucky
with not having peopte hurt,” saig
Erk Russell. “Now we've begun to
have Injuries and we don’t have
enough depth, You expect to be at
a peak atl this time of year, We
haven't done that this year,”

Russeil, who lixe to conirol his
hair bv not having any, has taken a
school that didn't have football
when this decade started from g
club sport to the top of I-AA in four
years.

“Bucky Wagner was at Vander-
bilt when I was. When he left to go
to Georgia Southern he sald he was
going to develop a I.AA program
that can compete with  anybody,
Hiring Russell was g major ac-
complishment,” said Western
coach Dave Roberts, Wagner is {he
athletic direetor g¢ "Georgia
Southern, and he was an assistant

“I precede everylhing | Say with
luck. We've been tucky. We've had

I good support from the sehool a
the community,” Russell sald
his program’s meteoric rise.

Ham brings a truckioad of pre
clippings and awards into th
game, bul Roberis points out th;.
he's not the only player Georg!
Southern has.

Fullback Gerald Harris he
scored 12 touchdowns and rushe
for 557 yards,

Ham, who has 1,713 yards in tot;
offense and 15 touchdowns to h.
credit this year, usually gives th
ball to Harris when he isn't keep:
ing or hurling #t himself out of th
Hambone 1 option offense (I
Eaglesrun,

Georgia Southern has one of th
most consistent kickers in the courn
try in Tim Foley. The junior frorn
Miami hasn’t missed a field goal b
19 tries, including five from &
yards or better. He hasn’t misses
an extra point In 88 tries,

Russell admits his defense 1‘1as
always had problems with stopping
opposing teams from scorlng, bl.at
the Fagles do shutdown the ‘hﬁj
play. Eleven different Gemgm
Southern defenders have in-

rcepted 15 passes.
te‘;g&em l?ad its most balanced
offensive day of the year last week‘
against Austin Peay with 223 yards
rushing and 140 more thrqugh the
aiflleff Cesarone now .hasﬂ l,ib‘.f
yards passing and is hitting 54 pe:
cent (137-217) with six touchdown:
and seven interceptipns,

A big factor In this game will be
if Western's running game can con-
tinue on the pace it set last wee‘k
when Joe Arnold ran for 16% yﬂt‘db.‘
Arnold is averaging 6.2 yards pe)

'y this year, .

Ca‘l“;ydtfi‘ln’tyexf)ect Western to throw
it 60 times a game after seeiny
{iims of our deiense,”’ Russell saict.

alluding to a weakness in th
Eagles' rushing defense.
Lot
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The Hém

TRACY HAM will lead Georgla Southern Saturday when the Eagles '
visit Smith Stadlum to challenge Western. Ham is the startin
quarterback for the Eagles, who won the Divislon I-AA champlonst

last season, N I\/ T VRN
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Special to The Covrier-Journal
BOWLING GREEN, Ky, — Geor-
gia Southern retied on the quick feet
and accurate arm of quarterback
Tracy Ham to puli out to a 35-14
halftime lead and then hold off
Western Kentucky 48-32 in a college
football game yesterday,

Ham, who threw for 219 yards
and ran for 118 more, became the
first player in college football histo-
Iy to pass for 5,000 yards and rush
for 3,000 yards when he ran for five
yards on a first-and-goal opportunity
from the Western elght-yard line In
the final seconds of the first hait.

Georgia Southern (6-2), the de-
fending Dlivision I-AA national
champion that currently Is ranked
elghth, scored on ils first possession
on a five-play, 93-yard drive that
ended with Ham racing 45 yards for
the first of his four touchdowns of
the game with 8:55 to play in the
first quarter.

Western (3-4-1) tied the score 7-7
when Jeff Cesarone hit Maleolm
Darden with an eight-yard scoring
pass to cap an 69-yard, eight-play
drive with 5:09 left in the quarter,

Ham turned a third-and-six sltua-
tion Western nine into his second
TD with 44 seconds to play in the
first period to give Georgia Southern
a 14-7 edge.

Vincel Anthony eapped an eight-
play, 69-yard drive with a one-yard
TD plunge to put Western in a i4-14
tle early in the second period, but
Georgla Southern outscored the Hill-
toppers 21-0 the rest of the quarter,

Gerald Harris scored on a one-
yard run and Ham scored on a 13-
yard sprint to cap long drives. Then
Georgia Southern’s Nay Young in-
tercepted a Cesarone pass and the
visitors went 44 yards in nine plays
just before haiftime to take a 35-14
lead. Monty Sharpe scored the TD
on a three-yard pass from Ham.

At Bowling Green
GEORGIA SOUTHERN ... 14 21 7 7 — 49
WESTERH KEHTUCKY,..... 7 7 3 15 — 32
Geergla Seuthern — Ham 45 ryn {Foley kick);

Westarn Kentucky — Darden 8 pass from Cesar

one (Maher kick); Georgla Southern - Ham 9 run
(Faley kick); Westarn Kentucky - Anthony | run
{Maher kick); Georgla Southarn — Haerds 1 run
(kick falled); Gaorgla Sowthern — Ham 12 run
(Mllfer run); Georgla Southern — Sharpe 3 pass
from Ham (Foley kick); Georgla Southern —

Johnson 15 run {Foley kick); Westarn Kantucky — -
FG Maher 31; Westorn Kantueky — Darden 12

pass from Cesarone {Maher kick); Georygla South.
era - Johnson 42 pass trom Burneife {Foley
kick); Wastern Kentucky — Jones ¢ pass from
Cesarone (Jones pass from Cesarona) i
Attendance — 13,000 {esi.)
Gaorgia Southern Wesisrn
FIFst downs .ovivviicoininnen .

Rushes-yards 42301 308 -
Passing yards 1 e
Return yards 13 -
Pasies ... 16:30-0  26.82.1 -
Punts ... 415 5430 -
Fumbles-lost |, . 20 2-0
Penalies-yards...cuirerrns,  8-85 . 632

The visitors' Ricky Harrls re-
turned the second-half kickoft 47
yards fo the Western 46, and seven
plays later Frank Johnson scored on
a 15-yard run. .

Western scttled for a 31-yard Dan
Maher {fleld goal after a drive
stalled at the Georgia Southern 13,

Cesarone (hrew a 12-yard pass to
Darden for a touchdown with 13:03
left in the game, ..

Harris fumbled the ensuing kick-
off, but the ball rolled out of hounds
before Western could recover it,
Soon after that, Georgia Southern
backup quarterback Ken Burnette
hit Johnson with a 42-yard TD bomb,

Cesarone passed to Cedric Jones
for the final score with 1:15 to play.

“Western Is capable of scorlng
twice a hall against anybody and
they dld just that against us,” said
Georgia Southern coach Erk Rus-
sell. “They have as good a receiver
corps as anybody. But, I thought we
played with more emotion In the
first half.”

Cesarone completed 26 of 42 ate
templs for 339 yards and became
the first Western quarterback to
complete 500 career passes. o

e A i

lam won’t let

pull off upset -

By



“(Staff Photo by James Morris)
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PETE MANGOLD (standing left) of Western eyes the Eagles Wesley Lee (41) and Kenny Butler (20) 5
the football after it was knocked loose by Georgla move in on the play "The Hilltoppers fell to ‘the.
Southern’s defense Saturday at Smith Stadlum, For Eagles 48 32 . .
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By MARK C. MATHIS .
Daily News Sports Editor

There were always seemed lo be
~two kinds of kids who played
“stgmear the guy with the bail” —
: those who were easy to smear, and
" those who couldn’t be caught.

The guys who never got caught

could run until they dropped before
_havingto give up the football.
~ When . Tracy Ham played that
* quaint neighborhood game as a kid,
he probably ran the ball all day.

The Georgla Southern quarter-
_back more than lived up to his

prior hilling as the greatest thing

since bultered bread Saturday by
“playing his own littie game of
smeal with Western.

The Alil-America performer
“scored three touchdowns, left
- Western defenders grasping for air
" all day and made a litile college
* foolball history for himself while
" directing the No. 9-ranked Eagles
" to a 49-32 win.

The estimated homecoming
crowd of 13,000 at Smith Stadium
saw Ham run 1i times for 118
- yards and hit 15 of 26 passes for 219
_more and a touchdown as he

necame the first college player

ever in any division to rush for
more than 3,000 and pass for more
" than 5,000 yards in a career.

Like with most great athletes,.

however, Ham didn't show much

concern over the individual honor.
“Records aren’t something 1

think about. I let Mark (McClellan)

take care of the numbers, We.

needed a win in this game. A loss
would've been devastating for a
shot at the playeffs. This is one of
my better performances, but
there’s always room for improve-
ment,” Ham said.

McClellan is Georgia Southern’s
Sports Information Director, who
probably will need a whole book
iust for Ham’s numbers,

And, no one could convince
Wesiern coach Dave Roberts that
Ham needs any improving upon.

“] told him alter the game that I
haven't played against a better
athlete, We played Herschel Waiker
{when Roberts was at Vanderblit)
and he ran over us. But we tackled
Herschel some. We didn’t put a
hand on Tracy,” Roberts said after
his team fell to 3-4-1. :
-On Ham’s first touchdown run,
six Western defenders converged on
nim after a short galn and ap-
peared to have him wrapped up
along the Georgia Southern side-
line, but Ham ducked underneath
and escaped, bolting the rest of the
45 yards for the first score with
8:55 left in the first quarter. :

The really amazing thing about
the run was that it wasn't the way
the play was supposed to go.

“] went the wrong way,” said
the 5-10, 185-pound senior, drawing
laughs from reporters, "1 was at
full stride when [ got to the side-
line. The guy who hit me left his
feet and that took his power
away.”

“it was simply amazing,” said
Georgia Southern coach Erk
Russel! of the scoring run. ““He
came out of it twice. I’ve run out of

_adjectives about him.”

Ham, who alse scored on runs of
12 and 9 yards in the first half, was
the main target for Western's
defense. Western nose guard Denny
Caple said before the game that
maybe Ham would be making an

" QContinued on Page 13
Column 1, This Sectlon
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Continued From Page 10-A
early exit viathe knockout.

He pgot crunched a couple of
times by Hilltopper defenders, but
Ham showed no sign of wear and
tear after the game, In fact, he was
wearing some Western player's
blood on his pants. -

“I don’t pay any attention to that
kind of talk,” said Ham, who must
be used to that kind of attention by
now. “Nobody ever came out and
said they wanted to knock me out
of a game before, but when they
start putting their hats on you, you
can sort of tell what’s going on.”

Georgia Southern, now 6-2 on the
year, came into the contest with its
only weakness being defense. That
fact became apparent when the
teams traded scores and the game
was tied 14-14 after Vincel An-
thony’s 1-yard run with 12:25 to go
inthe first half.

Malcolm Darden caught one of

Jeff Cesarone’s patented arching -

-

T e o

corner passes from 8 yards out to
tie the score at 7 after Ham’s first
run.

Georgia Southern then scored on
its next four possessions to ice the
game at 42-14 with 12:28 ‘to go in
the third quarter.

The Eagles scored on the first six
times they had the ball. They
punted for the first time with 1:35
left in the third quarter. .

+ “We had been told that we better
keep it close and have the ball last
to win,”” Roberts said, :

Western did neither, but it nar
Fowed the score with two
touchdowns in the fourth quarter -
another Cesarone to Darden strike

and a 9-yard scoring toss from

Cesarone to Cedric Jones,

“It's amazing that we continue
to score the way we do,” Russell
said. “It’s unbelievable that we
scered on every possession of the
first half. We can’t expect that kind

of offensive production to keep

T AT

up"’ .
After the dust cleared, more than

LO00 wyards in total offense had

- been ground out on the Smith turf.

Georgia Southern had 562 yards
in total offense, 301 of that on the
ground. Cesarone passed for 339 of
Western’s 447 total,

Western’s junior quarterback hit
26 of 42 passes for three
touchdowns and an interception.

Most days, those kinds numbers
would’ve been the story of the
game. : .

But with Ham as the main event,
they were just a sideshow. -

Ga. Southern R 7 R 7 7—49
W, Xentucky 7 I 1532
GSC-Ham 45 run (Foley kick)
kim;‘(l]( U-Darden 2 pass from Cesarone (Maher
¢
GSC-Ham 9 ryp {Foley kick)
WK U-Antheny 1 ryn {(Maner kick)
GSC-Harris1run (kick faiieg)
GSC-Ham 12 ryn tAAillar run}
GSC-Sharpe 3 pass from Ham {Faley kick)
GSC-Johnson 15 ryn (Foley kick)
WKU-FG Maher 31
WKLU-Darden 12 pass from Cesarane (Maner

_klck)

GS)C-Johnsan 42 pass from Burnette (Foley
kick

WKU-Jgnes ¢ pass from Cesarone (Jones pass

Penalties-yards

INDIVIDUAL LEADERS
iING — Georgia Sovthern, Ham
Kentucky, Arnold

Georgia Southern, Ham 15-26-0-
¥, Cesarone 26-42-1-339,
Georgla Southern, Johnson 4+

- 112.W. Keatucky, McKenzle 7-51, Coates 4-50,
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By MIKE EMBRY
Associated Prass

LEXINGTON, Ky, — During last
foolball season two University of
Kentucky football players were un-
expectedly called into coach Jerry
Clalborne’s office at Commeoenwealth
Stadlum.

Claiborne looked sternly at the
players and handed them each a let-
ter. “Your parents should receive
their coples fomorrow,” he told
them.

" The leiter had nothing to do with
football. It had to do with slipping
classwork, .

The story waes related by Bob
Bradley, UK's assistant athletic di-
rector in charge of academlics, He
said the players got thelr acts to-
gether in the classroom afler the
meeting.

“They knew he meant business,”
sald Bradley.

Alhletle programs at Kentucky’s
universities are putting an emphasis
on academics.

As Claiborne says, “That's why
the kids come to college.”

While mandatory study halls have
long been assoclated with college

T

athletics and are still in use, univer-
sities are now using tutors, remedial
programs and computers to help
athletes complete their undergrad-

-uate work,

‘Bradley sald the Universlty. of
kentucky Athletics Assoclation will
spend about $200,000 this year on
tutorial and academlic counsellng as-
sistance through CATS - the Center
for Academic and Tutorial Services,

The athletes punch In on a time
clock when they report to the CATS
facltity In Memorial Coliseum and
punch out when they leave.

“The number of hours depends on
the kids,” sald Bradiey, "“Virtually
every Kid Is on study hours. We
want to see them each week, We
find that their work goes down when
you don't see them.”

While In CATS, the athletes can
recelve tutoring assistance In any
course., They are also taught study
skills and given help in reading and
vocabulary, Lo

“1 know we're successful,” sald
Bradley, “I've been around this for
nine years. When I look at the skiils
the athletes learn and how they're
learning how to learn, that's a big
difference. It's not a facade,"

The University of Loulsville has "’

three fulltime advisers, three
graduate assistants and a core of tu-
tors in Hts program, according to’
Steve Milburn, dlrector of Athletic
Academic Counseling.

© Qur expressly stated goat s that
every student will graduate,” he
said. "Although there are some that
dor.a”t. that's always been our poli-

He said that while Instructors
send classroom reports to his offlce,
"we feel students need to take most
of the initiative in what they are do-
Ing. ... We try to stay out as much
as possible and let the student take
the responsibility for how they do in
courses,"”

Joan Hopkins monitors the aca-
demic work of nearly 380 athleles
and oversees the tutorial pregram
“Study Table" at Eastern Kentucky
University. :

“They can ask me questlons about
class subjects,” she sald. “'I can call
instructors and work with the In-
structor and student on any prob-
lems." C . S

Athietes at Kentucky State “have -
the opportunity and are glven the

]
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opportunity to any and all remedial
and tutorial help on campus,” said
Willlam Head, the school’s athletic
director. *'Our president is a stickler
on the athletes succeeding and
graduating.”

Head said all athletes are re-
quired to spend a minimum of 114
hours a day in study hatl.

Athletes are kept "In the main-
stream of other students as much as
possible” at Morehead State, accord-
ing to Jim McCleilan, academic
counselor,

While his oftice gives tutorial as-

sistance, he sald, “it takes dedica- .

tlon on the athlete’s part that's
above the average student.”

At Murray State, albletes in all
sports are required to attend study
halls on campus where they can re-
celve academic help, sald Cralg
Bohnert, the school’s sports Informa-
tlon director.

A similar program |s operated at
Western  Kenfucky  Unlversity,
where all but the men's and wom-
en's basketball teams use the Spe-
cial Services office on campus, sald
sports Information director Paul
Just.

“Coaches recelve perlodic reports
on how the athletes are dolng,” he

-sald.

Just sald the Hilltopper Athletic
Foundation, simllar to the UK Ath-
letics Assoclation, provides funds to
hire tutors in sime courses,

The NCAA has asked Its member
schools to supply figures on the per-
centage of athletes graduating each
year, beginning with the freshman
class of 1981, but the first statistlcs
will not be avallable until Decem-
ber.

University officlals offered some
figures to argue the success of their
academic programs.

B Last season 10 UK football play-
ers were named to the All-Southeast-
ern Conference academic team and
one made the Academic All-Ameri-
can team. Seven were Al-SEC In
1984, .
® Since 1972, 70 percent of the
basketball ptayers and 68 percent of
the football players have earned de-
grees at the University of Loulsville.

g At Eastern Kentucky Unlversl-
ty, there is a 76-percent graduation
rate among athletes who earned let-
ters over the past five years.

B Six Western Kentucky football
players posted 3.00-or-better grade-
polnt averages last year. The Hiil-
toppers were the only school in the
eight-team Sun Belt Conference o
have three athletes named to the
league’'s 15-person all-academic
team, and they aiso had 18 on (h
conference’s honor roll, -

E Murray State had two athletes,
& golfer and a basketball player,
named to Academlc All-American
teams In 1985, o

Louisville’s Miiburn said coaches
at his school are receptive to the
academic programs.

“I've never had a coach say, 'l
don't care how you do It, just get
him eligible,’” he sald.

UK's Bradley sald the head coach
is the key. “If.the head coach says
he's (athiete) got to do ¥, he'll do it.
He holds the hammer, That's why
Claiborne is so successful,” he sald,

Clalborne, an honor siudent-ath-
lete at Kentucky In the 1940s, be-
lieves schools have a responsibility
to provide academic assistance: .

[ {hink everybody has fo,” he
sald. "We should.” o

N
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Homecommg is an event more
than a football game, the bleary-
eyed student told me Fr1day night.
That’s really true, so the next
day I decided to take in Western’s
game with Georgla -Southern from -

the cheap seats m the student’s
section,

Besides, my girl fmend would’ve
shoved that big, white mum I
bought her up my nose if I hadn’t
sat with her at this game.

We were some of the earliest art
rivals st Smith Stadium on the

gorgeous Saturday afterncon, but it &

didn’t take long for the estimated:
13,000 fans to £ill most of the seats
around us.

"Boy, I had forgotten how hot it
can get on those metal seats in the
stadium with the sun beating down
on you. Next time, Western should -
build its football stadium with the

Mark C
Mathls 5
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‘stands facing the opposne dlrecuon _

— away from the sun.

* The first round of drinks was stﬂl
being served — with me not par-
ticipating,” of course — when
Georgia Southera’s Tracy Ham

. started the avalanche that would

——y

become this 49-32 Western loss with
2 45-yard touchdown run in which
he went through a defensive
phalanx like a red hot knife
through so much hot butter,

" Western bounced back nicely with

" a quick scoring drive of its own to

tie the score at 7-7. But, hey, there
goes Ham again with another scor-
ingrun. . .

That’s OK, though. Western just
scored again, too.

But here comes Ham and
Georgia Southern again. This time
Gerald Harris. scores on a short
run, It’s 20-14, Eagles.

This might be fun. One of those
big scoring derbys with about 100
points. Matching touchdown for
touchdown with one of the best of-
fenses, and the best quarterback,
ever to set {foot on Smith’s field.

But Western has to punt on its
next possession. Oops. Ham scores
another for Georgia Stuthern. Jeff
Cesarone is intercepted on the next
series and the Eagles stick another
score in just before the haif.

It’s 35-14 before the homecoming
queen makes it out on the {ield.

The party's over. Or, should that

- be it's just beginning for the sever-

al thousand fans making their exit

to beat the traffic. -

If some of those fans went to
watch the rest of the Florida
State-Miami game that was on the
tube, they might have thought they
were seeing the best quarterback in
America in Vinny Testaverde, who
was leading Miami to a comeback
win,

Actually, they had been watching
the best quarterback in America

" running all over Western on the

way to becoming the first college

ES

football plaver in any division to
rush for more than 3,000 yards and
pass for more than 5,000,

When Testaverde gets his
Heisman Trophy after the season,
as he wiil almost surely win the
award, he should politely decline
and send it" to Statesboro, where
Ham will bé finishing up his classes
and waiting for the National Foot:
ball League to cail.

Now don't give me any of that
bull about Ham not being worthy of
the award because he plays in
Division I-AA.

The only reason he didn’t go to a
major college is that none of them
were smart enough to recruit him
asa quarterback.

Florida, Florida State and the
others wanted to make him a
defensive back.

Western coach Dave Roberts said
Ham could ‘be a quarterback for
any team in the country. When
asked about a specific team, like
Oklahoma, Roberts said Ham
would have no problem at a place
like that,

After watching the guy throw a
40-yard rope to the left side of the
field while running right, and other
tricks, I would have to agree.

Most of the professional teams
looking at Ham again want to turn
him into a wide reeceiver or a
defensive back.

Ham is modest when talking
about his NFL chances at quarter-
back.

He would like to think he could
play quarterback in the NFL, he
says.

Continued onPage 3
Column 1, This Section
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~ Then his coach, Erk Russell, ask-
ed me if I thought he could play in
the NFL.

Certainly, Ireplied.

Some team will have to fake a
chance on Ham. The ones that
don’t will almost certainly see him
running or passing the bali down
their throats in the not too distant
future.

. 5 &

Even though Ham stole the show
Saturday, Russell was very Im-
pressed with Western’s passing
game,

“They have as good a receiver
_ corps as anybody. I've never seen

anybody approach the passing .

game fthe way they do,” Russell
sald. “They throw it as high and as
far as they can and their recelvers
get in that jump ball situation,
Gifted athletes usually win those

jump balls, That number 84 Is a_

great recelver.”

Of course, we all know that's
Keith Paskett, who had three
receptions for 101 yards, including
a 5l-yarder on Western’s first scor-
ng drive. :

L

Georgia Southern played its sixth
game on the road this season in
running its record to 6-2.

“We've been on the bus so much
we should be America’s team,”
Russell said, .

» 2 *

Western (3-4-1) has now played at
least two teams that should make
the I-AA playoffs Georgla
Southern and Tennessee State. Both
of those squads have a shot at (he

T e r—

national champlonship if they can
find a couple of different compo-
nents.

Defending national champlon
Georgia Southern needs some
defense; and Tennessee State needs
some offense, _

If the two shouid meet In the
playoifs, go to the game, no matter
where it is. It will be a real
shootout. R

“They’re a contender for the na-
tional championship,’ Roberts said
of Georgia Southern. :

“We have a long way fo go be-
fore we’ll be contending for a na-
tional championship,’ he conclud-
ed. i R T T

Fans got a small taste of the
physical, fast-paced play that will
be Western's men's basketball
team’s trademark this year in
Saturday's scrimmage at Diddle
Arena. . -

Big men Tellis Frank, Kaonard
Johnson and Clarence Martin —
dubbed the Beasts of Baseline by
Coach Murray Arnold — ran the
floor with ease and grace not seen
here in some time. Bryan Asberry
also seemed to be playing better in
this preseason than he dld at any
time last year, except maybe at the
University of Louisville

And guards Kurk Lee and James
McNary were in each others shirts
all night as a battle for the point
guard spot seems to be brewing.

Western's next Red-White
serimmage will be at 7:30 Wednes-
day night at Greenvilie High.

Western will host the Fort Hood
Tankers for an exhibition Saturday
night at 7:30 in Diddle,

Ho ) {
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Dee Tabor, Produce Director tor Houchens Food Stores, presents ed and Gold Delicious Washinglon
State Apples to Coach Dave Roberts and the Weslern Kentucky University Football Team,

PR PR

Dee Tabor presented the apples on behalf of the Washington State Apple Commission to the football
team to kick off Oclober as the National Apple Month as well as wishing Coach Roberis and the
team a successful and healthy football season. - ; RS ;
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By MARK C. MATHIS
Dalily News Sports Editor

The Yankees are coming. The
Yankees are coming.

There's no need for Rhett and
- Searlett to go.into hiding this time,
but that very well could be what
Western’s football team lIs saying
today as it gels ready for Boston
University to come into Smith
Stadium for Saturday's 1 p.m.
matchup (WKCT-AM, WDNS-FM).

BU is a member of the Yankee
Conference and doesn’t get play
south of the Mason-Dixon line very
often. In fact, this is the furthest

soulh the Terriers will play this

seasen,

And the visifors will add to
Western football trivia by being on-
ly the second New England-based
school ever to play the Hilltoppers.

Western beat New Hampshire
14-3 in the 1975 Division II playoifs
to earn a trip to the championship

game, where it lost 16-14 to Nor-

thern Michigan.

WKU football

The stakes of this contest aren’t
nearly so high, but a victory by
either team will go a long way in
determining the success or
failure — of each squad’s season,

Western is 3-4-1 and looking to
gel back lo even after running into
the high powered offense of
Georgla Southern.

BU is 2-6 and looking for a happy
ending to a long and frustrating
season for Coach Steve Stetson.

This could be called a mirror im-
age game because of the two
guarterbacks involved.

Western's Jeff Cesarone and
BU’'s Pal Mancini could have some
fun matching career records. The
two already hoid alt of their
school's respective passing recaords,
exceplt career touchdowns.
Cesarone is tied with Leo Pecken-

paugh (1970-73) for that record with

35. Mancini needs four to tiv
school mark,

“They throw the ball as mich ax
we do,”’ sald Western coach Dave
Roberts,

“The game s going to be longer, .
and time of possession is golng to
be more important. This week the
team that is going to be on the tield
longest is going lto win” said
Cesarone, who last week hLoecame
the first Western guarterbacs to
complete 500 passes in a career.

Mancini, a big 6-3, 220-pounder
from Franklin Square, N.Y,, has
had his share In injury preblems in
the four years he's played for the
Terrlers.

“My main goal was o stay
healthy this year,” said the red-
shirt juntor, *“I haven't been as
consistent as I'd like to be. We
have a lot of young guys on the of-
fensive line, but we’re coming a

Continued on Page §
Column 2, This Sectlon
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long well. We've kind of been stuck
in.a rut. A lot of guys haven't ex-
perienced a winning season, and it
hurt to get off to a slow start this
year.”

Mancini has hit on 121 of 264
passes this year for 1,448 yards and
eight louchdewns. Cesarone has
been good on 143 of 259 passes (55.2
percent) for 1,506 yards and nipe
touchdowns. Mancinl has been in-
tercepted 10 tlmes, while Cesarone
has been plcked off eight.

Dennis Gadbeis has been Man-
cir;i’s maln target this year, cat-
ching 50 passes for 716 yards and
three touchdowns.

Three different Western receivers
have each caught 25 passes this
year. Cedric Jones has 27 recep-
tions, Pat McKenzie and Joe Arnold

— -

each have 25 ¢atches,” ™

While the two quarterbacks have
their names in the record books an
equal number of times, they have '

differen! styles, according to Stet-
son, :

“Pat gets to the outside a little -

more than Cesarone,” the second- :
“We're -

year coach said.
predominantly a passing team due
to personnel, not any philosephy I
have. We went through a stretch
where we had All-America running
backs year in and out.”

No such luck this year, though,

* Western's running situation look-
ed bright until Arnold went out of
the Georgla Southern game with a
hip pointer in the second gquarter.
Arnold had 64 yards in less than a
half and was on the way to his se-
cond straight 100-vard game.

Arnold, who has 494 vards on the
year, is questionabie for this
week’'s game.

Western’s top two tacklers
linebackers Neil Faikin and Calvin -
Edwards — will miss this game'
bacause of injuries,

Edwards has an ankle sprain,
Fatkin’s problem is a little moere
serfous. The junior has a virus
around the heart muscle.

*« 2 &
. McKenzie and Keith Paskett
became the [ifth and sixth men in
Western history to catch 100 career
passes last week. Both now have
101 career receptions. Paskett has

19 receptions this year.
L2 B

Western kicker Dan Maher needs
just one more field goal to tie Jim
Griffiths' career mark of 19.



Running away

JOE ARNOLD of Western runs out of the grasp of a Georgia Southern nold is questionable for this weelk's game with Boston University.
defender during last week’s homecoming game at Smith Stadium. Ar- Ty 3 ;’if /1 7~ §4
~7 - = o
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By MARK C. MATHIS
Deaily News Sports Editor

The Founding Fathers wouldn’t
haveliked it too much.

Western’s spirit cannon was fir-
ing in the direction of the Boston
University bench every time the
Hilltoppers scored a touchdown
Saturday.

With the smoke swirling around

the Terriers bench almost con-

tinuously in the second half, the
guys firing the cannon were having
themselves a regular Boston Mas-
sacre.

That pseudo massacre was
nothing compared to the real thing
the Hilltoppers put on BU in the se-
cond half on a dreary day at Smith
Stadium.

Western came back from a 7-0
halftime deficit to blitz BU 28-7 in
front of an estimated 1,500 rainy
weather lovers. .

‘“We made a few comments at
halftime, and we usually don’t do
that. We told them we didn’t think
they were playing very well”’ said
Western coach Dave Roberts, who
was referring to the defense’s
first-half play, but could’ve bheen
talking about the whole Hilltopper
effort in the {irst 30 minutes. )

“The first half everybody came
out tight,” said nose guard Noel
Harris, who caused one fumble and
recovered another, both of which
led to Western touchdowns.

““Maybe we were a little flat. We
came in thinking we could do a lot
of passing, but it was wet and the
receivers dropped a couple of balls.
We couldn’t keep anything going,”
sald Jeff Cesarone, who passed to
Keith Paskett and Joe Arnold for
touchdowns. ‘

““We looked like the mud
bothered us. They knocked us
around some,” Roberts said after
the Toppers went to 4-4-1.

The Terriers, who fell to 2-7, took
advantage of the siow Western
start to go ahead on a2 3-yard scor-
ing pass from Pat Mancini to Den-

WKU football

nis Cadbois with 4:27 left in the
first period. Gadbois has now
caught a pass in each of his last 24
games.

BU was paced in the first half by
tailback Randy Pettus, who had 130
first-half yards and 146 on 26 car-
ries hefore getting knocked out of
the game early in the third quarter.

“Randy was outstanding. He was
running real well,” said BU coach
Steve Stetson. “He sustained a
shouider injury and after that it af-
fected our running game.””

Cesarone started getting untrack-
ed in the second half after com-
pleting only 6 of 17 passes in the
first half. Several of his incomple-
tions were hitting receivers right in
the hands but being dropped.

“We had some routes wide open
but the ball was se wet it was hard
to c¢atch,” said Cesarone, who
finished the day 15 of 35 for 250
yards, two touchdowns and an in-

‘terception. “The balls were brand

new and they hadn't been worn in.
When they're new, they're real
slick.”

Cesarone hit Paskett from 21
yards out to tie the score 7-7 after
Dan Maher’s extra point with 4:34
left in the third.

He put Western ahead when he
hit Arnoid with a screen pass and
the sophomore tailback made his
way the rest of the 38 yards with
1:47 to go in the period.

“At practice Friday I told Coach
(Steve) Shankweiler that a screen
pass would work,” Arnold said
with his usual confidence. *“‘(Ron)
Hopkins and (Dean) Tiebout were
out there with me.”” :

Receivers Chuck Kimbell and
Tommy Shakir alse threw Key
blocks to spring Arnold, who would
score two more touchdowns and
gain 64 yards on 24 carries during

Rolling out

JEFF CESARONE (8) of Western looks for a recefver Saturday after-
noon as Darrell Felder (30) of Boston University closes in. Cesarone

the afternoon.

Arnold suffered a hip pointer
against Georgia Southern and was
not expected to play, but Vincel An-
thony went out early Saturday with
an injury and Arnold was pressed
into action.

“1 felt some pressure on it when
I got hit, but when I'm in the game
my mind’s on one thing,” Arnold
said.

Harris® recovery of a Mancini
fumble set up Arnold’s 3-yard run
with three seconds left in the
quarter.

" point — his {irst miss in 23 tries

and in 18 this season — and it was
20-7.

Harris forced ancther Mancini
fumbie just minutes later at the BU
5 that led to the Toppers’ last
score. .

“Alien King and Arthur Davis
forced him to me and I couldn’t do
nothing but hit him,” Harris said
after leading the team in a rendi-
tion of ‘‘Hilltopper Rock,”
Western's unofficial victory song.

Arnold drove up the middle for 5

on the first play tomake it 26-6.__

kiek)

passed for two touchdowns
Hilltoppers rolied to a 23-7 win.

Rodney Astree sacked Ma
for a safety with 1:02 left ir
game to close out the scoring.

“If we're going to make
kinds of mistakes, they'd be
not to take advantage,” St
said. “When you give them the

" where we did it’s suicidal.”

Oritcanlead to a massacre.

Boston U, 70 o4
W. Kentucky Q 0 14

BU—Gadbels 2 pass from Mancinl
kick}

WHU--Paskatr 21 pass from Cesarone ¢
kick)

WHKU--Arngid 38 pass from Censrs -




Rolling out

CESARONE (3) of Western looks for a receiver Saturday after-
-5 Darrell Felder (30) of Boston University eloses in. Cesarone

oo,
. suffered a hip polnter
-eorgia Southern and was
scted to play, but Vineel An-
~nt out early Saturday with

and Arnold was pressed

o

sume pressure on it when
. but when I'm in the game
ul's on one thing,” Arnold

» recovery of a Mancini
et up Arnold’s 3-yard run
ree seconds left in the
Maher missed the extra

point — his first miss In 23 iries
and in 18 this season — and it was
20-7.

Harris forced another Mancint
fumble just minutes later at the BU
5 that led to the Toppers’ last
score.

“Allen King and Arthur Davis
foreced him to me and I couldn’t do
nothing but hit him,” Harrls said
after leading the team in a rendi-
tion of ‘‘Hilitopper Rock,”’
Western's unofficial victory song.

Arnold drove up the middle for 5
on the first ptay to make it 26-6.

passed for two touchdowns In the

Hilltoppers rolled to a 28-7 win.

Rodney Astree sacked Mancini
for a safety with 1:02 left in the
game to close out the scoring.

“If we're going to make those
kinds of mistakes, they'd be nuts
not to take advantage,” Stetson
sald. “When vou give them fthe hall
where we did it’s sulcidal.””

Or it can lead to a massacre.

Boston U. 7 0 ] 0—07
W. Kentucky ¢ 0 WM -8
BU--Gadbois 3 pass from Mancint (Green

klck}
WKU—Paskelt 21 pass from Cesarone (Maher
kick)
k!\‘:KUuArnold 38 pass Irom Cesarone {Maher
ck}

m‘
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game at Smith Stadium and the -

WKU—Arnofd drun (Kick {aited)
WKU—Arncid Srun (pass failed) .
WKU—Safely Mancinitackied inthe end r0ne

A—1,500

BU WKY
First downs : i8 16
Rushes-yards 18-214 39308
Passing  yards He 250

Retiurn  wards Ti Fitl
Passes 13341 15-36-1
Punts 74v: 939
Fumbles-fost 32 -39
Penastties-yards T-55 7-715
Time of Possession 29:58  30:04
FNDIVIDUAL LEADERS
RUSHING — Boston U, Peflus, 25-146. W.

Kentucky, Arnofd 24-64,

PASSING - Boston U, Mancini 13-34-1-119, W,
Kentucky, Cesarone, 15-35-1-230.

RECEIVING -— Bosfon U, Gadbols 5-d44, W,
Kenltucky, Paskelt 5-84, Darden 3-75.




In a jam

JOE ARNOLD (33) of Western ls sandwiched be-
tween a pair of Boston Universily defenders Satur-
day at Smith Stadlum. The Hilltoppers defeated the

f‘-‘ A
5 s
neaiiatisn

(Staft Phofo by Mark W@rkm an)

Terrlers 28-7 to improve thelr record to 4.4-1.
Western will visit Eastern 1tlinofs next Saturday.
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Western's football program has
been under pressure since the early
1980s to eliminate, or at least
reduce, its budget defielt — it was
$121,415in the red last year,

Many critics of the program have
suggested eliminating football
altogether at Western, Others have
said it should be knocked down to
Division II or HI. No scholarships
are awarded on the Division III
level, and there Is a limit of 45
scholarshins in Diviston 11,

The problems Western Is facing
in the athletic budget arena are not
exclusive to that school, They are
becoming national in scope among
Division I-AA members and even
some Division [-A schools. *

After looking at the problem and
wishing 1t would go away by itself
for the last several years, it seems
like Western’s administration is fi-
nally ready o start combating the
money crunch.

Five of six members of the
Gateway Conference — which In-
cludes Northern Iowa, Southwest
Missouri, Western llinois, Southern
Hlinois, IMlinois State and Eastern
Illinois, Western's foothall opponent
this week - have recently proposed
an agenda item for the NCAA Con-
vention In January that could
change the face, and the financial
fortunes, of I-AA football programs.

That proposal, if it became an
NCAA regulation, would begin to
reduce the number of football
scholarships I-AA schools can give
In 1988.

Schools in I-AA now can give 70
scholarships. The proposal would
reduce the number to 65 in 1988 and

60 in 1989
" The problem is, six schools are
needed to get an item on the NCAA
agenda. That’s where Western
comes in.

Executive Vice Presideni Paul
Cook, who is alse the Athletic
Committee chairman, said Satur-
day night that Western wil} be join-
ing the five Gateway schools to get
the proposal on the agenda for the

Mark C.
Mathis
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San Diego meeting.

There has been talk for a couple
of years In I-AA about cost con-
tainment, but Cook and Athletle
Director Jimmy Feix sald schools
have been reluctant to take leader-
ship roles.

“The problem is almost univer-
sal, but nobody wants to take the
leadership,” Cook said.

“In talking to people around 1.
AA most would be Interested In cut-
ting scholarships. It would be very
close to passing,” Feix said.

If such a proposal passed, It
could save Western $28,000 per year
In scholarships for Kentucky resi-
dents and $37,400 per year for out-

of-state players at the 60 scholar-_

ship iimit.

But while we're on the subject,
why nol go one step further and
reduce the limit even more, to say
50 scholarships.

The American Council on Educa-
tion has recommended that -A
football schelarships be cut from
their present limit of 95 to 80 and
Division 1 basketball grants be
reduced from 15t0 12,

A cut of 20 scholarships on the .

I-AA level would be right in line
with the recommended cuts for [-A,
Western has dragged its feet on
the football problems long enough.
I for one am glad to see the untver-
sity take a first sfep in attacking a
problem that everyone shares —
and one that won’t go away by

Sports Editor

itself,

+ & @
Another issue of national impor-
tance — drug testing — was

discussed at the just completed Sun
Belt Conference meeting for uni-
versily officials in Tampa, Fla.

Cook said drug testing was on the
agenda only as a discussion item. A
course of action will probably be
mapped out after the NCAA
meeting in January,

SBC  Commisstoner Vic Bubas
said in an interview last month that
schools across the country and the
NCAA is In a *perlod of re-evalua-
tion’ about drug testing.

“I don't think you can call it
backpedaling. We are seeing some
legsl objections and we’re looking
at some alternatives,” he said,
“Everybody is still concerned.”

Some of the alternatives men-
tioned have been withhelding an in-
dividual from competition if he
tests positive, Instead of penalizing
an entire team.

Also, there seems to be a moving
away from the exit testing at
championship events, which was
earlier discussed as the primary
testing time.

The problems after the Wendy's
Classic road race are a prime ex-

‘ample of what needs to be avoided.

Testing needs to be done to
eliminate the possibility of drugs
being used by athletes. But would
you want to be the one to walk up
to a 290-pound defenslve tackle
after his team just lost the national
champicnship in the Orange Bowl
and ask him to fill a cup? I
wouldn'i.

L I I

Western’s ceme-from-behind vie-
tory over Boston University was
the second straight such win for the
Hilltoppers.

Western was down 17-6 at Austin
Peay three weeks age and came

Cort’
r
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Western's football program has
been under pressure since the early
1980s to eliminate, or at least
reduce, its budget deficit - it was
$121,415 in the red last year.

Many critics of the program have
suggested eliminating football
altogether at Western. (Others have
said it should be knocked down to
Division II or III. No scholarships
are awarded on the Division III
level, and there is a limit of 45
scholarships in Division IL

The problems Western is facing
in the athletic budget arena are not
exclusive to that school. They are
becoming national in scope among
Division I-AA members and even
some Division I-A schools.

After looking at the problem and
wishing it would go away by itself
for the last several years, it seems
like Western's administration is fi-
nally ready to start combating the
money crunch.

Five of six members of the
Gateway Conference — which in-
cludes Northern Fowa, Southwest
Missouri, Western Illinois, Southern
Illinois, Iliinois State and Eastern
Iilinois, Western’s footbail opponent
this week — have recently proposed
an agenda item for the NCAA Con-
vention in January that could
change the face, and the financial
fortunes, of I-AA football programs.

That proposal, if it became an
NCAA regulation, would begin fo
reduce the number of football
scholarships I-AA schools can give
in 1988.

Schools in [-AA now can give 70
scholarships. The proposal would
reduce the number to 65 in 1988 and
60 in 1989.

The problem is, six schools are
needed to get an item on the NCAA
agenda. That's where Western
comes in.

Executive Vice Presideat Paul
Cook. who is also the Athletic

Mark C.
Mathis

Daily News

Commentary

San Diego meeting.

There has been talk for a couple
of years in I-AA about cost con-
tainment, but Cook and Athletic
Director Jimmy Feix said schools
have been reluctant to take leader-
ship roles.

*“The problem is almost univer-
sal, but nobody wants.to take the
leadership,” Cook said.

“In talking to people around I-
£A most would be interested in cuts
ting scholarships. It would be very
ciose to passing,” Feix said.

If such a proposal passed, it
could save Western $28,000 per year
in scholarships for Kentucky resi-
dents and $37,400 per year for out-
of-state players at the 60 scholar-
ship limit.

But while we're on the subject,
why not go one step further and
reduce the limit even more, to say
50 scholarships.

The American Council on Educa-
tion has recommended that I-A
{cotball scholarships be cul from
their present limit of 95 to 8§ and
Division 1 basketball grants be
reduced from 1580 12,

A cut of 20 scholarships on the
I-AA level would be right in line
with the recommended cuts for I-A.

Western has dragged its feet on
the fooiba!l probiems jong enough.

o Meweomitteo. shairman.eaid_ Satne- ! for one am _glad to see the univer-

Sports Editor ‘ mapped out after the NCAA

itself.
. L] L] »

Another issue of national impor-
tance — drug testing — was
discussed at the just completed Sun
Belt Conference meeting for uni-
versity officials in Tampa, Fla.

Cook said drug testing was on the
agenda only as a discussion item. A
course of action will probably be

meeting in January.

SBC Commissioner Vie Bubas
said in an interview last month that
schools across the country and the
NCAA is in a ‘‘period of re-evalua-
tion” about drug testing.

“I dor’t think you can call it
backpedaling. We are seeing some
legal objections and we're looking
a2t some alternatives,” he said.
“Everybody is still concerned.”

Some of the alternatives men-
tioned have been withholding an in-
dividual {rom competition if he
tests positive, instead of penzlizing
an entire team.

Also, there seems to be a moving
away from the exit testing at
championship events, which was
eariier discussed as the primary
testing time.

The problems after the Wendy's
Classic road race are a prime ex-
ample of what needs to be avoided.

Testing needs to be done to
eliminate the possibility of drugs
being used by athletes. But would
you want to be the one to walk up
to a 290-pound defensive tackle
after his team just lost the national
championship in the Orange Bowl
and ask him to fill a cup? I
woulidn't. .
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Western’s come-from-behing vie-
tory over Boston University was
the second straight such win {or the
Hilltoppers.

Western was down 17-6 at Austin
Peay three weeks ago and came

BN

back to score a 34-20 win.
L] L ] L]

Don’t be too concerned with the
close score of Western’s men’s ex-
hibition game with Fort Hood.

The Hillteppers won 99-95 Satur-
day night and never really could
put Fort Hood away. The main
reason for the close score was
Coach Murray Arnoild was mixing
players and seeing who could play
where.

Also, the Hilltoppers seemed to
have problems with the new man-
to-man defense that Arnold has
employed.

People playing in different spots
on defense will take some getting
used to, Kannard Johnson said.

The game did show, however, the
offensive firepower Western is
blessed with this year.

] - L]

Five players of national pro-
minence have included Western as
one of their college choices, accor-
ding to the CGff The Glass basket-
ball pubiication.

Aubrey Boyd, a 64 guard out of
Macon Southwest (Ga.), is the top
prospect who could sign with
Western on Wednesday, the first

- day of the early naticnal letter-of-

intent signing period.
Sources close to the situation say

_that Boyd will sign with either

Western or Florida State.
Two of the top prep players in
Kentucky are among the other four.
John Pelphrey, a 6-7 forward out

' of Paintsville, and 6-3 Desmond

Porter of Louisville Pleasure Ridge
Park are the two in-state players.
with Western on their lists.
Pelphrey, however, is said to be
leaning toward Vanderbilt.

Dale Davis, a 6-8 preduct from
Stephens County (Ga.) likes the
Sun Belt schools. Sean Byrd, a §-7
forward from Miami-Hialeah Lakes
(Fla.) includes Western, Jackson-
ville and 0Old Dominion as the
schools he might attend.




] .
Dol [ (-1 %t

There’s no Division I-AA playoff
berth awaiting Western after this
season is over like there Is for
. Eastern Illinols — the Hilltoppers’

opponent this Saturday — but a win
over the Panthers would be almost
as good asone.

Western and Eastern lilinols have
developed a heaithy dislike for each
other during the three-year serles.

Let's see, In 1983 EIU’s players
almost boycotted the game because
they didn’t want to ride a bus to
Bowling Green. So, the Panthers
took out their frustration on
Western with a 34-14 win.

The next year in Charleston,
Western coach Dave roberts
steamed about EIU running up the
score In a 50-19 whipping.

A measure of revenge was gained
last year — a very smaill measure
— when it took a two-point conver-
sfon late in the game for EIU to
beat the Hilltoppers 14-13.

Now, Western {4-4-1) wlll travel
to Charleston once again to take on
a nationally ranked team at 1 p.m.
Saturday (WKCT-AM, WDNS-FM).

EIU (9-1) is fourth in the latest
I-AA poll, and like Georgla
Southern — the last ranked team
Western played this year — it has a
very good gquarterback.

Sean Payton, a 61, 195-pound
senior, is the top passer in I-AA
with 3,102 yards. The Naperville,
1L, native is second in I-AA in total
offense with 304.1 yards per game.

Several other EIU players rank
high in I-AA indlvidual statistics.

Calvin Pilerce is fourth in receiv-
ing yardage with 1,053 yards. Ron
Reynolds is 12th on the interceptlon
list with seven,

The Panthers’ high-powered of-
fense is first in passing with 323.3
yards, third in scoring with 37.4
points per game and fifth in total
offense with 448 yards per game,

Linebacker Jeff Mills has 114
tackles to lead the defense. Defen-
sive end John Jurkovic has 13

quarterback sacks this year,

EIU is the fourth ranked leam
Western has played this year. The
Toppers beat No. 14 Eastern, but
lost to No, 5 Georgla Southern and
No. 9 Tennessee State,

Western’s defense came through
with one of its better efforts in re-
cent years during the second balf of
the Boston Universily game.

The Toppers limited BU to 46
yards in the second half of the 28-7
win. ’

Leading tackler Neil Fatkin will
be out again this week with the in-
fection around his heart muscle.
Trainer Bill Edwards said Fatkin
may be able to return for the

o e

i

season finalé against Tennessee-

Chattanooga. .
Linebacker Calvin Edwards
should be able to play this week
after missing the BU game with a
sprained ankle.

Jeff Cesarone broke the career

mark for touchdown passes with

the two he threw last week.
Cesarone now has 37, two more
than Leo Peckenpaugh's former
record of 35 stood for 13 years.

The junior from Geneva, Ill., also
is now the only Hilltopper to pass
for more than 6,000 yards In a
career. He has 6,039 yards. This
fall, Cesarone has hit 158 of 284
passes (53.7 percent) for 1,756
yards, 11 touchdowns and nine in-
terceptions.

Senfor Pat McKenzle, who ai-
ready is the school's ali-time re-
cord holder for career receptions
by a running back, leads the Top-
pers with 30 catches for 218 yards.
Keith Paskett has 443 yards on 24
receptions.

Joe Arnold is on the verge of
becoming the flrst Western rusher
to gain more than 600 yards since
Danny Embree did it in 1983. The
sophomore from Decatur, Ga., has
558 yards this season. Arnoid
scored three touchdowns against

1} last week,
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CHARLESTON, III. — In 2 game
in which the two quarterbacks com-
pleted 60 of 99 passes for 750 yards,
a bad pass may have decided East-
ern Illinois’ 35-18 victory over West-
ern Kentucky yesterday in a non-
conference coliege football game,

Trailing 21-12, . Western (4-5-1)
took the second-half kickoeff and
marched to the Eastern Iilinois 16-
yard line before a Jeff Cesarone
pass was intercepted by David
Whitehead at the 10 and refurned 79
yards {o the Western 11. -

Three plays later, Sean Payton
scored from three yards out for a
27-12 advantage.

“We drive all the way to their 16-
yard line and are about fo score
when their kid intercepts a pass and
almost runs it all the way back”™
Western coach Dave Roberts said.
“Then‘they score and we're deep in
the'hgle 2gain.

“I w?.s proud of the effort that my

WESTERN KEXNTUCKY
EASTEREN ILLINOIS «veeeeeeerres

Western Kentucky « Arnold 2 run (kick falled);
Eastern lilineis — Aarabie 1 run (Ehmke kick);
Eastern {lliineis — Pitts 21 run (Ehmke kick);
Eastern filineis — Wilhelms 0 pass from Pavton
(Ehmke kick); Weostern Kenfucky — Paskett 38
pass from Cozarone {(pass falied); Eastern iliincis
= Payton 3 run {Ehmke kick); Western Kentucky
= Paskett 31 pass frem Cosarone (pass falied);
Eastern fllinels — Pierce 3 pass from Payton
(Ehmke kick).

Anendance — §,020.
Western Kon?uckyﬂE. Illi:;eis

- 1

Rushes-yards ..
Passing yards
Retyrn yards .
Passes

Punts
Furnbles-lost ...
Penalties-yards
Time Possession

team had, but Eastern Illinois has a
great senior football team.”

The Panthers (10-1), who won
their 10th strzight, - are ranked
fourth in NCAA Division I-AA and
were the third ranked team Western
has faced this season.

“1 was worried about being men-

tally prepared for this game after
already having a spot in the play-

offs,” Eastern Illinois coach Al
Molde szid. “Looking at their per-
sonnel, it's obvious that they (West-
ern) have gotten bhetier and better
every year we've played them.”

Cesarone, for one, has improved.
. Against the Panthers, he completed
33 of 58 passes for 396 yards and
two touchdowns, with two intercep-
tions. The junior signal caller threw
two scoring passes to wide receiver
Keith Pasketit, one for 38 yards in
the second guarier and another for
31 yards in the third. Paskett caught
11 passes for 187 yards, just four
yards shy of Western's single-game
record.

“Jeff played exiremely well for
us, and Keith had a super football
game,” Roberts said. “We threw
him tite baill and he ran with it the
way we kaow he can.”

After a lackluster first quarter by

both teamns, with four consecutive
possessions ending in  turnovers,
Western got the scoring started in
the second quarter ¢on a two-yard
run by Joe Arnold, who finished
with 68 yards rushing and 58 yards
receiving on eight caiches.

But Eastern Illinois then exploded
for three consecutive touchdowns,
including a one-yard run by James
Marable and a 2l-yard run by
DuWayne Pitis.

The third was 2 10-yard pass to
Derick Wilhelms from Payton, who
compieted 27 of 41 passes for 354
yards and two touchdowns, with two
interceptions. Payton also threw a
three-yard touchdown pass to Calvin
Pierce in the third quarter. Pierce
caught eight passes for 147 yards.

Payton, a senior, now is third on
the all-time collegiate passing list,
regardless of division, with 10,655
Yards. It was the 20th game in
which he has thrown for 300 or
more yards in his career,

The Hilltoppers return to Bowling
Green Saturday to play host to Ten-
nessee-Chattancoga at 2 p.m. EST in
their season finale.
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By MARK C. MATHIS
Dally News Sports Editor

Of the 10 seniors on Western’s
football team, there are four who
have seen a little more despair, felt
a little more pain, gotten beat a lit-
tle more and come back a little fur-
ther, '

Those four seniors - Barry
Anderson, Adam Lindsey, Pat
McKenzie and Keith Paskett — are
all that's left of the last team
Jimmy Feix ever coached.

They are the survivors of the
final freshmen class recurited by
Feix. )

Western’s athletic director had
more freshmen, of course, in 1983,
but these four are the only ones
who made the sacrifice with Coach
Dave Roberts when he took over
the program to try and reverse the
downward spiral.

“People dom’t understand that
when you've bheen beat down like
they were, it’s easy to quit”
Roberts said. “These guys are
great leaders.”

He could be saying this about any
of the other other six seniors on the
squad, but they were transfers or
walk-ons., And while they are no
less responsible for the limited suc-
cess in the slow rebuilding job that
Roberts has undertaken, they are
not as much a part of history as

the other four.

All of the seniors will play their
last game in a Hilltopper uniform
Saturday when Tennessee-Chat-
tanooga (3-7) comes to Smith
Stadium for the 1 p.m, season fina-
le (WKCT-AM, WDNS-FM).
Western (4-5-1) will be trying to
break even for the first time since
1982.

Anderson, Lindsey, McKenzie and
Paskett have all seen what was be-
fore, what has been done in the in-
terim and maybe can offer more
insight into what needs still to be
accomplished. )

Weights have come into vogue at
Western with the arrival of
Roberts.

And perhaps the biggest cosmetic
change has been the addition of
size and strength to the whole
team. '

“We made great progress in the
weight room,” said the 63, 275-
pound Anderson, whe will miss his
final game because of an injury.
“We used to not lift very much,
but we've gotter stronger. The
weight room has gotten bigger and
wehave more equipment,”

Seniors Noel Harris (270) and
Ron Hopkins (295) are examples of
the bigger is better theory.

The weight room isn’t the only
facility change that Roberts in-

stituted.

“The changes throughout the
facilitiy have really picked up,”
said punter Adam Lindsey. “We’ve
gotten more weights, the locker
room is biggger and we have more
field space to practice on.” ’

More quality athletes have also
been brought in by Roberts.

Paskett, the fine split end ifrom
Nashville, Tenn., is a major profes-
sional prospect. Feix brought him
to Western, and Roberts has sur-
rounded the journalism major with
other good athletes.

“That may be the best thing is
that we’ve gotten a whole lot more
talent,” said Lindsey, who has
worked hard since he was a
freshman walk-on to develop his
skills.

Ancther hard worker has heen
senior Billy Haynes. Not blessed
with the speed of fellow senior
defensive backs Mark Johnson and
Vernard Johnson, Haynes has made
big contributions through savy and
hard work. Haynes has been most
noticable as a punt blocker on
special teams.

Dennis Cecil walked on in 1984 to
snap for the special teams. The
senior from Evansville, Ind., made
a huge sacrifice just to be on the
team.

Other sacrifices have been made.

and the tearn has grown closer,
“Making the adjustment from

Feix to Roberts took a lot out of us.

But to be a winner, you can't be

easy on yourself, I'm glad it’s
behind me, but I'Il miss it,”
.McKenzie said,

“Everybody is more together
now. There’s no arguing between
the offense and defense. The of-

fense and defense has more con-

fidence in each other now,” Ander-
son said.

The losses and criticism have
been hard to take, but none of the
four have any regrets about coming
to Western.

“We've come a long way. At
first, everybody said we should
drop down. But there’s no question
we're going in the right direction,”
Paskett said. “It just takes time to
get back to the level this program
was six or seven years ago. I feel I
was part of the start of some-
thing.”

“The attitude on the team’s
changed: But around school it has a
lot to do with winning and losing.
The students relate to winning and
losing, not whether you played well
or not,”” Lindsey said.

“We've made a lot of progress. I
wish we could’ve won a few more,
but look around and see who we've
been playing.”
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'(Staif Pﬁow by James Morris)
The senior class

SOME SENIOR members of the Western football team pose recently against visiting Tennessee-Chattanooga will be the final game for the
while reflecting on their years with the Hilitoppers. Saturday’s game seniors. The gamekicksoffatipm. = D . A . {1i+=N{i- -4



Western's Allen Reitcheck

_ tanooga quarterback Brad Patterson as potential recetver Mitch  for a 21-17 win in the fina] gam

{98} dragged down Tennessee-Chat-  Foutenot {32) raced downfield. The visiting Moccasins raillied

e of the season for both teams.
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THREE WESTERN DEFENDERS gang up on a

Tennessee-Chattanooga runner In Saturday’s game

\‘(Stalf Photo by James Morris)

- Gang tackle

at Smith Stadlum The Hilltoppers lost the ‘game 21- '
17to end the season with a 4-6-1 record. ;'
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In laking a quick look back at

Western’s football season, two glar-
ing sights come {o mind.

" The first stght is Andy Lomax’s

27-yard fleld goal early in the

fourth quarter to give Livingston a

23-21 win over the Hillloppers in the - :

second game of the season.

i The second {s David Will!ams
1-yard charge with 34 seconds left
Saturday to give Tennessee-Chat-

tanooga a 21-17 come from behind -

iwln in Western’s final game of the
11986 campalgn, - _

In between those two disasters,
there are some pleasant memories,
‘and some not so pleasant, but those
two ‘evenis will stand out lke a
swollen big toe as Western closes at
4-6-1,7
This season, as maybe all do,
started with high expectations for a
Hilltopper squad that has struggied
to-find its place in Division I-AA
football after teaving the Ohio
Valley Conference before the 1982
season.

Western wasn't expected to go to
the playoffs after winning just eight
games in the previous three years,
but it was expected {o {inish at .500,
or better this {ime around.

‘After the shocking loss to Liv-
ingston, Western observers had
thelr doubts about a .500 season
happening.

The University of Loulsville game

was a much bigger blowout than -

.expected, but the Hillloppers re-
covered well enough to tie Murray
— the OVC champlon, believe it or
not -
came the huge win over Eastern.
The Toppers just didn't beat the

the next weekend. Then -

| .Mai'l‘{,C.
Mathis
Dally News

Sporis Editor
Commentary

archrivals from Richmond, they
dominated and intimidated them.

If Western could just play solid
the rest of the way, it would Indeed
have a shot at that 500 year. But
from early October on, it became a
roller coaster ride, .

Lose one week, win the next
That was the pattern for five of the
six remaining Saturdays.

By sticking to that formula alone
Western should've beaten UTC.
Aften all, it had lost to Eastern Ii-
linois'the week before,

Instead, the Moccasins will have
the offseason momentum, while
Western will simply have to wait
and see what happens in the spring.

Just as there’s no way Western
should’ve lost, to Livingston, the
Toppers shouldn’t have fglien to
UTC, especialiy after buiiding a
17-6 third quarterlead.,

But fall they did, and it left the
Toppers with a record not that

much betler than iast years 4-7
mark,

, Western did
over last year.
Coach Dave Robetts goal was

improve though

- for the Toppers to be competitive |
- this year. And that they were — |

most of the time. l

- The,Louisville game notwithstan- i
ding;".Western ran into very few |
teams it.couldn't at least stay with, |

The# 'f‘ennessee State score was'
decelvipg, mainly because of the
cheap touchdowns TSU got off twu
Interceptions.. |

Georgia Southern: ‘was out of
Weslern's ‘class bhecause of Tracy
Ham. Take away a couple of
mistakes and the Eastern Illinois
game would’'ve been ¢loser, too. ;
~The .difficulty of Western’s

length.
Five of the

l

schedule ,has been discussed at]
|

11 leams on

Western’s schedule are in the 1-AA

playeffs. In fact, Murray and
Bastern Ilinols will meet each
other in Charleston thls Saturday in
the first round of the playoffs,

People have mentioned that if
Western had been in the OVC this
year, they would have been In con-
tention for a playoff berth,

That's possibly true, but as
Roberts said several times during
the year, Western's not in the OVC
anymore and it has to go out and
win the tough games against the
fough people, .

The world of independence 18 a
hard one, but Roberts, with the
renewal of his contract, which ex-
pires this season, will be able to
survive it,

Neither he nor the program have
any choice in the matter.

8 &

Because of an oversight on my
part, two of the seniors on
Western's football sgquad were left
out of the senlor story that ran in
Friday's Daily News.-

Marcus Burneit, a defensive end

~ from Houston, and Chuck Kimbell,

a split end from Inglewood, Callf,,
also played their last Western
game Saturday,
. My apologies,
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