






Role reversal 
11 

Louisiana Tech·m·en prove they can play, too' 
. �~� 

By BRENT WOODS 

Some folk S around Ruston, La., 
used to joke that the women's 
team at Louisiana Tech could 

bea(the men'steam. 

And some rolks really believed It. 
That says a lot for the women, who have 

been a naronal powerliouse for some 
time. 

Until recent years, the men's team was 
just one of louisiana's 15 Division I 
schools struggling for some respect. 

But last year, in his fifth season at 
Tech, Coach Andy Russo silenced all the 
hecklers and cynics in those parts by 
taking his newly·crowned Southfand 
Conference Champions into the NCAA 
Tournament. 

1be Bulldogs endedlast season with an 
eighl·point loss to Houston in the 
second round, When the finaJ count was 
taken, Tech had compiled a 26-7 record, 
W(ln a c·onferencl! championship, per. 
formed impreSSively in 'the NCAA Tour. 
nament and won some lori g.awaited 
I'1!Spect. 

"We've nevu fought the women's pro
gram,:' �R�~�s�a�i�d �.� " We were down when 
they were in the spotlighl, and now we're 

, improving ourselves." 

Russo said he aDd ihe -program never 
had to surfer through penny,plnChirig 
administrators and alumni who can stunt 

the growth of a sport. 
" It 's always been really easY,toget the 

things we needed," he said. "Our presi. 
dent (Or. F . Jey Taylor) is the most 
athletic·minded person In' the whole uni. 
versity. 

"He just thinks, like I do, that anything 
that's done here should be done first 
class . " 

And Russo has nown the champagne 
. night into national· college basketball 
prominence 

Tech's facilities, including the 8,000 
seat Thomas Assembly Center, are mod. 
em and the best in the Southland Con. 
ference. 

And that helps when recruiting season 
rolls around. . 

" Having nice facilities is a part of get. 
ting the better .players to come to yOur 
school ," Russo said. "And it 's nice to 
have everythiilg.po5I;ible on your side ... 

But there are several natural.dis. 
advant/lges about ge.tling t!lp.notch 
players to come to Louisiana Tech. 

Ruston is a small town, about 20,000, 
and there is great corp petition for the , 
area's local talent between the slate's 
many universities. 

But �R�u�~� said local talent is still what 
he's looki.Q/l for . , 

" Ii's ·kind of funny around here," the 
.lUinois native said. " People like to see 
local kiils pl,!ying; they Iik.e to see a few 
white kids playing, and they lik .e a wide 
open stylo ofbasketbalJ." • 

Ho\v Do You Pur A STEREO SYsTEM 
IN A CHRISTMAS STocKING? 

Ttiere are two ways' to pUI a 
stereo syslem in someone's ", 
stocking. 

.One way is to ge. a great 
big stacking I . 

The second way, and 
!he easiest, is to pur- . 
chase Greenwood , 
MaJlGift 
CertifICates: 

'Theyare' 
available in 
!hemaJl,' , 
offioein ' 

'denominations of $5, 
$10and$25, Each' 

has a colorful holiday en· 
veloPe for stocking stuffing 

and they can �~� used in 
any of the 95'storesat 

Greenwood Mall. 
Whether you Want to put 

a siereo in someone's 
Christmas stocking or 

something just a little 
smaller, use Greenwood MaD 

Gift CertifICates: Good things do 
come iii small Packages, 

Russo has accomplished all of the cri · 
teria with this year's team. 

Ali five !i,larters are from Louisiana, 
onE'is white, and the BuUdogs wiU run if 
you let them. 

But. Tech's new credibility 3S a bas· 
ketball power has helped out·of.slate 
recruiting efforts more than in.slate. 
Russosatd. 

"We are going to be linding more suc· 
cess out-of·state, but we have and will 
�~ �n�t�i�n�u�e� to live alid die by the 10ClI1 kids," 
he said. "We don't want to overstep our 

bounds and think that the grass is always 
�g�r�~�n�e�r� sor:newhere else. 

"That happened to the .women's pro
gram tosomeextent,and we don 't want it . 
to happen to us." 

As much as Russo wouJdlikei> See his 
BuJldogs in the FinaJ .Four every year, he 
is optimistic about the fl:ture. 

:' A school our size has to be realisilic," 
he said. " It 's going to.be very difficullto 
put a national power caliber team on,the . 
noor in our situation every �~�'�e�a�r �,� but )\Ie 
want to at least stay where we z.re ... 
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