
Western Kentucky University Western Kentucky University 

TopSCHOLAR® TopSCHOLAR® 

WKU Archives Records WKU Archives 

10-12-2002 

UA19/16/1 Football Program - WKU vs. Florida International UA19/16/1 Football Program - WKU vs. Florida International 

University University 

WKU Athletic Public Relations 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records 

 Part of the Mass Communication Commons, Public Relations and Advertising Commons, and the 

Sports Studies Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
WKU Athletic Public Relations, "UA19/16/1 Football Program - WKU vs. Florida International University" 
(2002). WKU Archives Records. Paper 6036. 
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/6036 

This Other is brought to you for free and open access by TopSCHOLAR®. It has been accepted for inclusion in WKU 
Archives Records by an authorized administrator of TopSCHOLAR®. For more information, please contact 
topscholar@wku.edu. 











", 

g Pizza 

1I.:'('.ExPlres 1/31 /03. 
one coupon per visit. Not valid 

any other coupons or discount. 

�G�o�d�r�a�t�h�e�r�'�s �~ �P�i�z�z�a �_� 
�M�I�N�I�T�M�A�R�T�~� 

Thompson Tough In W in - In addition to mak­
ing a team-high 15 tackles - the first time someone 
other than Erik Dandy has ledWKU in stops since 
the season opener - ILB Charles Thompson re­
covered a pair of fumbles and added a sack in last 
week's win at Northern Iowa, They were the first 
two fumble recoveries of the sophomore's career, and 
it marked the first time a Hilltopper had multiple re­
coveries since Ky le Moffatt had a pair in a 48-38 
victory at Murray State on Sept, 30, 2000. Thompson 
ranks second on the team with 62 stops and has col­
lected both of his sacks in Gateway Conference con­
tests. 

Dandy Double DipsAgain - Junior Erik Dandy 
had his fifth straight game with 10 or more stops after 
posting 14 tackles in the Hilltoppers' win at No. 6 
Northern Iowa last week. Dandy also was credited 
with three tackles for loss and a pair of passes defensed 
as WKU held Adam Benge - who ranked second 
in the league and fourth in the nation entering the 
game - more than 50 yards below his season aver­
age. Dandy's efforts helped the Toppers hold UN I to 
just 289 yards of total offense. 

Frazier Front And Center - Jon Frazier led 
WKU with a game-high 80 yards in the UNI contest 
last week, the third straight week and fourth time this 
season he has accomplished the feat. No Hilltopper 
has led the team on the ground in four consecutive 
games since current assistant coach Will ie Taggart 
turned the trick from Oct. 3-31, 1998. Frazier also 
had two kick returns for 44 yards to give him his third 
consecutive game - and fifth this year - with more 
than 100 all-purpose yards. The senior is ranked in 
the top lOin the Gateway Conference in three statis­
tical categories - rushing (sixth, 62.5 ypg), kick re­
turns (seventh, 19.6 avg) and all-purpose yards (eighth, 
102.5 ypg). 

Big Back Busts Out - FB Jeremi Johnson ran 
for a career-best 73 yards on seven carries in Western's 
win over nationally-ranked Northern Iowa last week, 
including a career-long 47-yard run on the first play 
from scrimmage after UNI scored to pull to within 
17-12 - the play helped set up Chris Mill er's touch­
down with just over five minutes remaining that sealed 
the victory. Johnson also caught three passes - all of 
which gave the Toppers a first down, two converting 
on third-down situations - for 33 yards to take over 
the team lead with 14 receptions on the season. 

Sack Specialist - Jon Drummond had a sack in 
his sixth straight contest at Northern Iowa last week, 
finishing with seven stops including a pair behind the 
line of scrimmage. The senior has had at least one 
sack in eight of the Hilltoppers' last nine regular-sea­
son contests. His six sacks this year are three times 
as many than any other WKU player has recorded. 

Game Notes 

Top Five Territory - Peter Martinez had seven 
points against UNI, moving past Dickie Moore into 
fifth place on Western's all-time list with 210 in his 
three-year career. His 34 points this year - which is 
two shy of doubling any other WKU player - have 
him ranked ninth in the GFC with 5.7 per contest. 

Reaves Returns - Jerome Reaves tied a career 
best with four receptions at Northern Iowa, becom­
ing the first Western receiver other than Casey 
Rooney to lead the Toppers in yards (he had 92) in 
the victory over the Panthers. It was Reaves' first 
catches since Western's season-opening game at Kan­
sas State Aug. 31 . Two other Hilltoppers have caught 
four passes in a game this year - Shannon Hayes 
and Jerem i Johnson both had four against Western 
Illinois on Sept. 14. 

Coates Caps Vi ctory W ith First Score - OLB 
Sherrod Coates scored the first touchdown of his 
career with a 20-yard interception return for the final 
points in the closing seconds of the UNI win, the first 
by a defensive player this year. It was the senior's first 
pick since he returned an interception 14 yards in last 
year's regular-season finale against Southern Illinois. 
Coates has intercepted one pass in each of his four 
years on the Hill. 
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Today's Featured Player 

That still didn't ensure Drummond's arrival on the Hill. " I knew I had the grades and was cleared by the 
NCAA, so I was looking for a scholarship to play," he says. "I actually turned down Western at first, but coach 
Sims showed coach Harbaugh my tape and they called back saying that they would take a chance. 

"People didn't even know who I was when I first arrived. But I thank them for the opportunity now." 
Drummond's role in the program has grown over four-plus years, though he would argue the coaching staff's 

assessment that he is one of the leaders on defense. 
"I didn't know the impact I would have as a senior," he says. "I take it seriously. but I try to stay laid back and 

be an example to people watching what I do. 
"I didn't want to be in that position, but coach Harbaugh asked me to fill it:' 
"I don 't agree with Jon, I think he has always been a leader: ' Harbaugh says. "Sometimes it is misunderstood 

what it means to be a leader, but he has demonstrated the qualities you look for in a winner - he practices 
hard, he plays hard and he's successful academically. Jon has never, ever done anything to discredit his family, the 
university or the program. 

"The fact that he constantly is looking for ways to improve demonstrates that he is one of our finest leaders." 
Not only has Drummond excelled on the field , but he has performed in the classroom as well. His proudest 

moment is making the Dean 's List. " It's the most amazing thing I've done so far. It was determination from 
within - no one told me to do it, l just set and accomplished a goal. I had never done that before. 

"I know my family is proud, especially with juggling football and other campus activities." 
Next up for Drummond is graduation, and he hopes to stay involved with football on the coaching level. A 

public health education major, he wants to teach and work with kids following this year. W hich would seem 
appropriate for someone who has a cumulative grade-point average over 3.0 and has received "rave reviews" 
from professors, according to Harbaugh. 

"There are a lot of possibilities, but I would like to be a graduate assistant coach while working on my 
master's degree," Drummond says. "If I don 't go down that route, I'll try to go into teaching right away. My main 
goal is to work with kids." 

No one could be happier with Drummond's plans than Harbaugh. "I'm proud that Jon wants to be a teacher 
because I think we need people in the profession with his qualities. He is a tremendous role model for 
youngsters, someone who has proved all the nay-sayers wrong. When he deals with kids, no matte r what level , 
he is a living, breathing example of someone who has achieved not just in football but as a person. 

"Whatever Jon chooses to do he will be successful in ." 
Just know that, like a playmaker, Drummond will get the job done in the end. 
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