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Fight
sparks
changes
By EMILY ULBER
diversions@chherald.com
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Five-year-old Bridgette Kniery laughs as her father, Paul Kniery of Bowling Green, teases her about the large pumpkin she selected. The family buys
pumpkins at Jackson’s Orchard each year to carve into jack-o’-lanterns for Halloween.

The Great Pumpkin
STATE OF THE PUMPKIN
By SHAKIA HARRIS | news@chherald.com
While national trends hint at poor
pumpkin crops this year, University
Farm workers remain optimistic about
Western’s number of Great Pumpkins.
Across the U.S., wet weather is causing harvest delays and an at least 80 percent decrease in pumpkin crops nationally, said Travis Coleman, who works at
the farm.
He and his brother, Tracy Coleman, harvest
pumpkins at the farm.
The Coleman brothers’ constant attention and
strict upkeep methods helped Western’s pump-

kin production stay consistent with last year’s,
Travis Coleman said. But the nation as a whole
is suffering.
“If you’re taking preventive farming measures, then you’re OK,” he said.
If the pumpkins sit in the rain, they can develop a fungus or other diseases that cause them
to rot, Travis Coleman said.
He said it’s important that the farm workers
produce a lot of pumpkins because they donate
90 percent of their pumpkins to Potter Children’s Home and local philanthropies such as
the Kelly Autism Program.

FACE OF THE PUMPKIN
By COLLEEN STEWART | news@chherald.com
Porch ledges and stoops are again embellished with
orange artwork as pumpkin decorating season continues.
For some, it’s a time to carve a simple jagged-smile
into a pumpkin face. But other students are getting creative with their designs.
Somerset senior Bill Burdett plans to reenact a famous scene from the Quentin Tarantino’s “Reservoir
Dogs” by making a scarecrow body for his pumpkin
and tying it to a chair in his garage.
Wearing a black suit, he will put on the song “Stuck
in the Middle With You” by Stealers Wheel.
“Then I will dance around with a straight razor and
then cut off the side of the pumpkin where it’s ear would
be.”
Burdett said he gets excited for pumpkin carving this
time of the year.
“I think it’s important to keep up the tradition of
carving pumpkins because it gives so many people a
chance to express their creativity when they may not do

it enough,” he said.
Burdett plans to buy a pumpkin from Wal-Mart, but
said he also hopes to venture to Jackson’s Orchard this
year for the Pumpkin Festival.
The Pumpkin Festival at Jackson’s Orchard is a traditional autumn celebration that happens each weekend
in October.
“We get a lot of Western students that come out to
the Orchard,” Jackson’s employee Cathy Otis said.
Another pumpkin tradition is the Phi Mu annual Pumpkin Serenade where Phi Mu members
carve or paint the letters of each fraternity and sorority onto pumpkins and deliver them to each organization’s doorstep.
In exchange for the pumpkin, each fraternity and sorority gives Phi Mu a bag of candy that gets delivered to
Potter Children’s Home.
“It’s like a mini-sisterhood event that we can do together to make someone else’s day brighter,” said Dawn
Foster, Phi Mu chairwoman.

TASTE OF THE PUMPKIN
By ANGELA OLIVER | diversions@chherald.com
There’s a chill in the air. Vibrant orange and
yellow leaves are beginning to cover lawns
around the city. It’s autumn in Kentucky.
Spider webs and ghosts hang in dorm windows while orange lights and skeleton posters
are draped over some students’ balconies.
But students aren’t the only ones celebrating fall traditions.
“Our customers get excited about
our pumpkin-flavored items,” said
Jeremiah Hussung, a Bowling Green
senior who works at Starbucks.
While pumpkin bread is a yearround top-seller, Starbucks’ fall exclusives include pumpkin-spiced lattes and pump-

CONTACT: NEWS 270.745.6011

kin cream cheese muffins.
“There will be lines for these things,” Hussung said. “We’ve even sold out before.”
Eateries on campus, such as Fresh Food
Company, take advantage of the widespread
love for the pumpkin, adjusting their menus to
meet the demand.
Though the jack-o’-lantern may be its most
famous face during fall months, the pumpkin’s
versatility makes it a popular dish, in endless
combinations.
From toasted pumpkin seeds and pumpkin pie to pumpkin cider and pumpkin-curry
soup, there are many options to tickle their taste
buds.

It’s been nearly a year since
fights broke out on campus that
put Western in the center of a
national media spotlight.
Some officials say they’ve
used the incident as a learning
experience in effective communication.
On Oct. 22, 2008, police received calls saying there were
armed men on South Campus
and shots had been fired there
and near Pearce-Ford Tower.
Those claims later appeared
to be untrue, and officials said
the worst thing that happened
on campus that day was a fight.
SEE FIGHT, PAGE 6A

Officials
alter bike
policy
By LAUREL WILSON
diversions@chherald.com

Bicycles on campus might
start getting locked up by people other than bike owners.
Parking and Transportation
Services put a bicycle parking
policy in place on Oct. 14 that
requires all bikes to be parked
at designated bike racks.
Any bikes parked at other
places, such as trees, light
poles, railings or benches, will
be immobilized or impounded,
according to an e-mail sent
to students from Parking and
Transportation on Oct. 14.
SEE POLICY, PAGE 6A

Ex-staffer
ﬁles suit
against
Western
By EMILY ULBER
diversions@chherald.com

A former Western employee
is claiming she was forced to
retire early.
Elizabeth Esters, who worked
as staff assistant to President
Gary Ransdell and secretary to
the Board of Regents, is suing
Western for $44,617.80.
Bowling Green attorney
Greg Stivers, who is representing Western, said on Monday
afternoon that he was considering making a motion to dismiss
the case.
Western officials received a
copy of the complaint last week,
said Deborah Wilkins, chief of
staff and general counsel.
SEE SUIT, PAGE 6A
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CRIME REPORTS
Reports
■ Kystamion Kawai and Silas
Jewell, both of Pearce-Ford
Tower, reported on Oct. 19 that
a Playstation 3 and Xbox 360
were stolen from their room.
The value of the theft was
$700.
■ James Cundiff, McCormack
Hall, reported on Oct. 15 that
his cell phone was stolen from
his locked room. The value of
the theft was $10.
■ Cory Wallace, Keen Hall,
reported on Oct. 15 that his
car was keyed in the Keen lot.
The value of the damage was
$1,200.
■ Jason Wheeler, Keen, reported on Oct. 15 that his black
iPod and $200 cash were stolen
from his room on Sept. 11. The
value of the theft was $320.
■ Cortney Liggins, Collierville,
Tenn., reported on Oct. 17 that
she was assaulted in the PFT
Courtyard.
■ A female student reported on
Oct. 16 that she was assaulted
and threatened during night
class in Downing University
Center by another female.

Arrests
■ Edward Hays was arrested
on Oct. 18 and charged with
driving under the inﬂuence. He
was released the same day on
a cash bond.

CORRECTION
Due to a Herald error, a
women’s soccer player was
identiﬁed incorrectly in a
sports front photo caption in
the Oct. 16 issue.
The player was sophomore
forward Mallory Outerbridge.
The Herald regrets the error.

a
thousand
words
James Huntsberry, a senior from Seattle,
Wash., and Tedde Harden, a graduate student from Otisville, N.Y., hosted the grand
opening of the Saharan Lounge hookah bar
in Bowling Green on Friday night.
Huntsberry and Harden decided to start
the business together after meeting at a hookah party in 2005.
“Jimmy had the vision,” Harden said.
“We thought a hookah bar would be good
for Bowling Green because it provides a
new and interesting experience. Maybe

By MARY POWERS

something not traditional but enjoyable.
Hookah bars are what college is all about.
Hanging out with people, learning new
things, relaxation and conversation.”
The Saharan Lounge currently offers inhouse hookah service and sells beverages
and hookah accessories.
Huntsberry said business has been steady
since the grand opening, even though their
only advertising has been through word of
mouth. They plan to expand their offerings
soon by selling coffee, tea and food.
Fill in the grid so that every column and every 3x3 box
contains the digits 1-9 with no repeats. Solutions, tips
and computer program at www.sudoku.com.

Join us for Carpool Appreciation Day held in
conjunction with Sustainability Day.
Carpool to campus on Tues. 10/20 or Wed. 10/21,
and park in PS2 between the hours of 7am - 9:30am
and receive a coupon for free coffee/hot cider and
donuts at the PTS table in DUC (Minton side).
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iPhones gain popularity in class
By EMILY ULBER
news@chherald.com

Tessa Duvall said she
didn’t buy her iPhone in
order to use it as a reporting tool.
But the Bowling Green
freshman said she’s seen
how the phone’s multimedia capabilities can
come in handy for journalists.
And Duvall isn’t the
only one in the School
of Journalism and Broadcasting who will be seeing more of the iPhone.
About 15 journalism
faculty members have
been given iPhones to
use in the classroom, said
Pam Johnson, director of
the school.
Sara Shipley Hiles, a
freelance journalist and
part-time journalism professor, said she’s used her
new iPhone as a reporting
tool and has carried what
she’s learned into the
classroom.
Kerry Northrup, a journalism professional-inresidence, led a podcasting workshop in Hiles’
Introduction to Media
Writing class last week.
Hiles encouraged the

students who have their
own iPhones to bring
them to class to record
conversations they would
later upload and edit.
Northrup told the class
that iPhones and similar
mobile devices can be
helpful for capturing a
story on the spot.
“A story is a story, and
you don’t want to let it
get away,” he said.
Duvall and Cody Eakles,
also a Bowling Green freshman, used their iPhones in
Hiles’ class.
Duvall said she bought
her phone in July, while
Eakles’ phone is barely a
week old.
The iPhone 3GS, the
newest iPhone model,
features a 3-megapixel
camera, video and voice
recording and access to
high-speed Internet, according to the Apple
Store Web site.
Eakles called the iPhone
a “quick, streamlined reporting tool.”
But some schools are
going further than Western when it comes to using iPhones in the classroom.
The Current, the student newspaper for the

Tools for school
iHomework
$0.99
Track your
assignments and
homework, store your
class and teacher
information, and keep
reminders.
Mental Case
$2.99
Create ﬂashcards on your iPhone.
Add text and images
from your photo library.
CHRIS WILSON/HERALD

Berea freshman Kenda Williams laughs with Sara Shipley Hiles, her Introduction to Media
Writing instructor, while learning to use audio recorders for class. Hiles and others in the class
use iPhones to record audio.

University of MissouriSt. Louis, reported that
freshmen majoring in
journalism or pre-journalism at the University
of
Missouri-Columbia
are required to have a
“Web-enabled audio-video player.”
University
officials
said the requirement
is best met by Apple’s
iTouch or iPhone, the

bigger
badder
redeﬁned
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Current reported.
Duvall
said
she
thought introducing a
similar policy at Western
would likely be met with
student backlash, mainly
over cost.
A 16-gigabyte iPhone
3GS is $199 with a new
two-year AT&T rate plan,
which is sold separately,
according to the Apple
Web site.

Duvall also pays $30
a month for the media
package to support her
phone, she said.
Hiles, who is enrolled
in a graduate program at
the University of Missouri, said the requirements are controversial
there.
It’s important to be
mindful of the expense to
students, she said.

Spanish Tutor
FREE
Learn a new
language by using puzzle
games, practice quizzes
and audio help.
Periodic
$0.99
Organizes and
orders all 118 elements
by name, atomic number, group, symbol and
phase.
—Apple iTunes store

WKUHERALD.COM
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STAFF EDITORIAL

POLL
With back rack space
at a premium, where
would you park your
bike?

MICHELLE
CHILD
Taylor Mill
sophomore

“I would park it in the cycle
parking.”

MONICA
SPEES
Paducah
freshman

Baiting the bikers
New bike policy simply another way to get money from students
THE ISSUE: Students’ bicycles can
now be ticketed and locked up under
the conditions of Western’s new bicycle parking policy.
OUR VIEW: By ticketing bikes,
Western appears more concerned
with making money than encouraging students to help alleviate the
parking crisis.
If Western keeps checking places
off the list, students may soon need
a Ph.D. to know where they can park
on campus.
Following last week’s decision to
ban parking on the grass during tailgating, Western one-upped itself last
week by announcing a new bicycle
parking policy.
According to the policy, parking
enforcement officers may immobilize any bike not attached to a bike
rack. The owner of the bike must
then pay a $10 ticket to have their
bike released.

That wouldn’t be much of a problem except for the fact that, with the
influx of new riders, rack space is at
a premium.
Western said that riders would no
longer have to compete for a parking spot on campus when it made the
push for more people to ride bikes.
So not only has biking to campus
lost part of its appeal, Western has
decided to punish students for its
inability to accommodate this new
form of commuter.
But the new policy is about more
than Western’s underhanded attempt
to suck more money from its students.
The idea that a bike parked against
a tree or light pole detracts from the
beauty of campus or interferes with
its functionality is ridiculous.
Ticketing a bike that blocks a fire
exit or a sidewalk is understandable,
but penalizing bikes parked out of
everyone’s way is unfair and irresponsible.

Adding insult to injury is the lack
of a 24-hour hotline bikers can call
to have their bike unchained.
Students who find their bikes
chained up after Parking and Transportation Services has closed have
to wait until the next day for the lock
to be removed.
With this oversight, Western
has created a safety issue for those
students who end up stranded on
campus at night without their ride
home.
The Herald appreciates Western’s effort to make campus more
bike friendly.
But until the university can provide more racks for the bikes they
helped bring to campus, they have
no right to punish the students who
have tried to improve campus parking.
This editorial represents the majority opinion of the Herald’s 11-member editorial board.

“Next to a bench by my
dorm.”

MALCOLM
LUNCEFORD
Richmond
sophomore

“On the statue of Henry
Hardin Cherry.”

COLBY
OSBORNE
Brentwood, TN
freshman

“I’d pin it up against a tree.”

hot
TOPIC
Be sure to check the
Herald's Facebook fan
page for new topics of
discussion each week.

A cartoon strip by Annie Erskine
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SUBMISSIONS
The Herald encourages
readers to write letters
and commentaries on
topics of public interest.
Here are a few guidelines:

diversions@chherald.com

Opinion 270.745.4874
opinion@chherald.com

Sports 270.745.4874
sports@chherald.com

Photo 270.745.6281
photo@chherald.com

1. Letters should not exceed
250 words, and commentaries should be about 500
words.
2. Originality counts. Please
don't submit plagiarized
work.

3. For veriﬁcation, letters
and commentaries MUST
include your name, phone
number, home town and
classiﬁcation or title.
4. Letters may not run in
every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the
right to edit all letters for
style, grammar, length and
clarity. The Herald does NOT
print libelous submissions.
6. Letters and commentaries
must be received by 7 p.m.
on Wednesday and Sunday.

DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reﬂect those of Western Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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Fijis to run game ball to MTSU Graduate named

among Cosmo's
hottest bachelors

By MARY BARCZAK
news@chherald.com

Phi Gamma Delta’s
first year is off to a running start.
The fraternity, called
Fiji, will host its first
philanthropy, the Rivalry
Run, on Friday and Saturday.
The Fijis have teamed
up with Pi Kappa Phi
fraternity members at
Middle Tennessee State
University to raise money for the American Red
Cross of South Central
Kentucky.
The Fijis will start their
run at noon on Friday from
Houchens-Smith Stadium
after football Head Coach
David Elson hands them
the game ball, Fiji philanthropy chair Jake Ryle
said.
Participants will run
the ball, which will be
used in the football game
against MTSU, to the Pi
Kapps’ fraternity house,
he said.
On Saturday, the Fijis
and the Pi Kapps will run
the game ball one mile to
Floyd Stadium, where the
Western and MTSU football teams will face off,
Ryle said.
He said there will always be one person running during the trip while
the others rest in vans.
The run will take about
17 hours, he said.
At the start of the game,
one Fiji member and one
member of the Pi Kapps
will present the ball to officials.
Ryle said he got the
idea for the Rivalry Run
from watching videos of
other Fiji chapters’ runs.
He decided to call it
the Rivalry Run because
MTSU was the first team
Western beat as a Football

ing too outstanding about
myself,” Cottner said. “It’s
been an interesting experiEric Cottner, a 2008 ence, but I’m really an avWestern graduate, has al- erage guy and don’t know
ways considered himself what all the fuss is about.”
Cottner said his family
an average guy.
Then a telephone call was ecstatic about him belanded this average guy ing named a Cosmo bachamong the hottest bach- elor, while his friends gave
him a hard time.
elors in America.
Eric Cottner’s mother,
He was named one of the
hottest bachelors of 2009 Pam Cottner, said she was
for Cosmopolitan maga- surprised when she learned
zine’s November issue, her son had been chosen
for the magazine because
which is on stands now.
Cottner is an outside she didn’t know anything
property claimer for travel about it.
“But Eric has a woninsurance. He said he meets
a lot of people through his derful personality and has
always been a very perjob.
sonable child and
Cottner
met
young man,” she
Christopher Whipsaid.
ple, a 2008 Cosmo
Modern Lanbachelor, when his
guages Instructor
job required trainTim Straubel, who
ing in Maryland.
taught Eric CottWhipple nominer in German 101
nated Cottner to
and 102, said he
be in the magazine
isn’t surprised that
after Cosmo called
COTTNER
Cosmo
deemed
and asked if he
knew any single bachelors him Kentucky’s hottest
from Kentucky, Cottner bachelor.
“Eric is a good-looking
said.
Cottner then received a guy,” Straubel said. “He is
call from the magazine and very outgoing and liked to
was asked to go to New be engaging and engaged in
York for an interview and class. He was a leader and
worked well with people.”
photoshoot, he said.
Eric Cottner has had
“When
Cosmopolitan called me, I thought it many opportunities open
was a joke,” he said. “Out up for him after being
of the entire state of Ken- named Kentucky’s hottest
tucky, I thought they could bachelor, including an offer to be on a VH1 televifind somebody better.”
He was up against other sion show, which he turned
men from Kentucky, but down.
“I don’t need to go on
Cosmo officials deliberated and decided Cottner national television and
was the best choice for show everyone how silly
Kentucky’s hottest bach- I am,” he said. “I’m just
going to keep working and
elor, he said.
“There’s really noth- living my life.”
By TARA BILBY

news@chherald.com

MAP COURTESY OF FIGI

Figi fraternity will run Saturday's game ball from Houchen-Smith Stadium to MTSU's Floyd
Stadium. The run will take about 17 hours.

We thought it would be a great way to get our
name out there and be a part of this"
—MICHAEL FOSTER
Phi Kappa Phi President

Bowl Subdivision team.
About 35 Fiji members will participate along
with about eight Pi Kapps,
Ryle said.
Each participant in the
run was asked to raise
$100 for the Red Cross,
Ryle said.
Jennifer Capps, executive director of the
American Red Cross of
South Central Kentucky,
said Ryle contacted her
about the event in early
August.
She said she thinks the
run is a great idea and a
unique way to raise mon-

ey.
Ryle said participants
asked corporate sponsors
in the community to donate.
They currently have
five sponsors, including
Buffalo Wild Wings and
Black Diamond Imagery,
according to the Rivalry
Run’s Web site.
The Fijis contacted
MTSU officials about
teaming up with a fraternity for the run, and they
got connected with the
Pi Kapps, Pi Kappa Phi
President Michael Foster
said.

The Fijis hope to return
the favor for the Pi Kapps
next year, Ryle said.
Foster said his fraternity is excited to be a part
of this run, and members
hope to keep doing this
for years.
“We thought it would
be a great way to get our
name out there and be a
part of this,” he said.
He said his fraternity is
considering donating the
proceeds from next year’s
run to Push America, a
program that reaches out
to people with disabilities.

bigger. badder. redeﬁned.
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FIGHT
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Shortly after the incident, officials hosted
a press conference in Mass Media and
Technology Hall, briefing students, faculty
and local and national media outlets on the
situation.
Some at the conference accused Western of
fueling rumors, while officials defended their
actions, saying student safety was their priority.
“Let’s just be smart,” President Gary
Ransdell said, looking back on the situation.
Ransdell said he hopes students have
learned that physical confrontations will not
be tolerated. He also hopes faculty and staff
have more insight on how to deal with such
matters.
The situation showed how a small crisis
can turn into a big one, he said.
Deborah Wilkins, chief of staff and general
counsel, provided the Herald with an update
on the status of each of Western’s emergency
management policies as of Oct. 16, 2009.
Highlights include:
■The Telecommunications and Media
Relations departments are prepared to use
social networking sites such as Facebook
and Twitter to communicate with the campus
community, according to the update.

OCTOBER 20, 2009

While effective communication with
students is important, parents and family
members are often left out of the loop, Media
Relations Director Bob Skipper said.
Concerned family members can stay
informed by checking in on Western’s social
networking pages, he said.
■Western has established an “in case of
emergency” information link on the campus
police Web site.
■Building Emergency Safety Team
members have been trained to handle
emergency management and Building
Emergency Action Plans have been put in
place for all buildings on campus, according
to the update.
■The campus community will receive text
messages and Web site updates at least every
30 minutes during emergency situations.
Wilkins said in an e-mail that she thinks
officials could have improved on the
number of follow-ups with the campus that
afternoon.
“We should have kept posting messages
and alerts, even if nothing had changed,” she
said in the e-mail. “But we’ve put a plan in
place to address that in the future.”
Skipper said officials informed the campus
of initial threats through text messages, but
had trouble continuing to get out accurate
information after that.

■ News Brief
Day promotes
going green
Garbology may sound like
a subject straight out of a Harry Potter novel, but students
won’t have to travel to Hogwarts to get a crash course.
A garbology lesson is one
of several events taking place
on campus Wednesday as part

SUIT
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

According to the complaint, Ransdell told Esters on
Dec. 1, 2008 that she needed
to “go on and retire” and gave
her until the end of the day to
make up her mind.
The complaint states that
Ransdell told Esters he had
already made up his mind that
she would be leaving.
Esters decided to retire so
she could avoid being fired,

of Campus Sustainability Day,
according to a Western press
release.
Darlene Applegate, associate folk studies and anthropology professor, will audit three
campus dumpsters during the
course to show students how
much of their waste is recyclable, according to the release.
Applegate will conduct the

audits from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m.
between Downing University
Center and DUC South Lawn.
Other events include garden planting at 1:30 p.m. in
front of Pearce-Ford Tower
and a “green” meal served at
Fresh Food Company all day,
according to the press release.

according to the complaint.
Esters started working for
Western in 1972, according to
the complaint.
Esters’ scheduled salary and benefits for 20082009 were $89,235.59, and
breaking her contract midyear should entitle her to
$44,617.80, according to the
complaint.
Wilkins said in an e-mail
that no such contract exists.
“As such, the university
is confident the claim will be
dismissed,” she said.

Ransdell said only a few
positions at Western have
strict contracts, and Esters
didn’t have one of those positions.
Wilkins said Western officials won’t comment further
on the matter.
Steven Downey, Esters’ attorney, said he didn’t want to
comment on the case because
it’s ongoing.
He said he would let the
complaint speak for itself.
Esters also said she had no
comment.

— Mandy Simpson

Provided by Parking and Transportation Services

POLICY

bike they see in an inappropriate
place, which means that a lock will
be put on it so that the owner can’t
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
ride it, Tougas said.
The growth in the number of biIf an immobilized bike hasn’t
cycles on campus, especially those been claimed and moved within a
not attached to a bike rack, sparked week, it will be impounded, Touthe creation of the policy, said Jen- gas said.
nifer Tougas, director of Parking
An immobilized or impounded
and Transportation.
bike must be claimed by calling
Officials need to be sure that Parking and Transportation. The
bikes aren’t parked in places that owner must pay a $10 fee before
would cause a safety hazard or getting their bike back, according
damage property, Tougas said.
to the e-mail.
C u r r e n t l y,
Elizabethtown
there are slots
senior Ed Rogfor 1,000 bikes
ers lives off camon campus, Toupus and regularly
gas said.
bikes to campus.
Officials or- I don't see why
Rogers
said
dered 30 more
the new policy
they're wasting
racks for this
won’t affect him
year after notic- their time with it."
because he aling that many
ways parks his
bike racks are
bike on a rack
—ED ROGERS when he brings it
crowded,
and
Elizabethtown senior to campus.
some areas don’t
have any, Tougas
But he said
said.
the policy is silly
Until now, there hasn’t been a because he doesn’t think it makes
formal bike policy, although yellow any difference where bikes are
tags were put on illegally parked parked.
bikes starting this summer, she
“I don’t see why they’re wasting
said.
their time with it,” Rogers said.
But those tags were just a warnTougas said that, if problems
ing. Now that the new policy is with bike parking continue, offiin place, officials will take action cials will consider having people
against bike owners who park ille- register their bikes to prevent theft
gally, Tougas said.
and hold bikers accountable to the
Officials will immobilize any policy.
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CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

According to Rainey,
who said he’s rarely aware
of his statistics throughout
the course of a game, it’s
not about numbers. Instead,
he’s only concerned with
being the guy with the “hot
hand” and capitalizing on
opportunities.
“Right now, I’m not
even focused on the yardage,” Rainey said. “I’m focused on the win. I’ve got
to put my personal goals
aside and think about what
benefits the team.”
Coach David Elson said
the coaching staff tabulates
the backs’ rushing attempts
to keep players fresh
throughout a game.
“We talk about during
the course of the game how
many times guys have gotten the ball,” Elson said. “It’s
always a work in progress on
how many touches and carries guys are getting.”
The “hot hands” have
recently belonged to Rainey, who inherited the No. 1
spot on the depth chart from
Hayden after showcasing
his potential at Tennessee
and again against Central
Arkansas.
Rainey leads the Toppers through six games
with 426 net rushing yards
and earned a career high
115 yards against Louisiana-Lafayette on Saturday.
“We don’t really care
who carries the ball the
most,” Rainey said. “All
we want is to win. It doesn’t
matter who’s out there
when we score, because
that means we all score.”
Rainey said the unit’s
inclination to support the
team before their individual wishes wasn’t developed
at Western. It’s just in their
nature to be unselfish.
How the running backs
work together also extends
off the field, where Booker
said their relationship hasn’t
changed since Rainey shook
up the depth chart.
“We’re all still close,”
Booker said. “We all kick
it. We’re all cool.”

“I think we challenged
her to really figure out
who she is, and I think by
doing that her confidence
has grown in her four
years here,” Neidell said.
“She was a little bit of a
timid girl when she was
a freshman. Now she’s
a comfortable, confident
woman. She’s very secure
in the way that she plays,
and she’s also secure in
her personality.”
Friedman, an exercise
science and physical therapy major, is gaining just as
much recognition for her
abilities off the field as she
is with those on the field.

PREP
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Pattillo, a transfer from
the University of Oklahoma who will sit out this
season, also stole the show
in the Toppers’ dunk contest, dethroning last year’s
champion, junior forward
Sergio Kerusch.
Kerusch called Pattillo
“half-kangaroo,”
and Slaughter said the
high-flying transfer could
have a major impact next
season.

She was one of 30
candidates for the Lowe’s
Senior CLASS Award
this season. The national award honors one
student-athlete for their
character and achievements in the classroom
and community.
Assistant coach Chris
Tinius said it’s an honor
to have someone from
Western nominated.
“It’s a very prestigious
award,” he said. “It honors all areas of a player’s
life, not just the soccer
field. It’s just a testament
to Rachel. It just shows
the type of person she is
off the field. It’s reassuring as coaches to know
that we have that in our
program.”
Seven players made
their debut on the court
for the Toppers Friday
night.
Slaughter said fans
can expect plenty of
highlights from the newcomers this season.
“For the season to
be just around the corner and to be able to get
back on the court, it feels
great,” he said. “I think
the new guys showed a
lot tonight, and hopefully
the fans will want to keep
coming out to see what
they can do.”

Airport Shuttle Available to WKU
Students

Discounted fare with
WKU Student ID
Purchase your shuttle transportation to Nashville
International Airport through PTS and save.
No pre-set hours of operation. Create your own
schedule. Book now to avoid the Holiday rush.

Call PTS for more info: 745-2361
or visit us at:
www.wku.edu/transportation
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BEN SEVERANCE/HERALD

Sophomore middle hitter Lindsay Williams tips the ball past Denver’s Emmy Davidsmeyer
during Hilltopper Hysteria on Friday in Diddle Arena. Western defeated Denver 3-0.

INJURIES
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

“The injuries we
have are non-issues because everyone on our
team can play,” Bowen
said. “We all just have
to keep showing our
maturity.”
One of the biggest
challenges Hudson has
faced this year is the
necessity for constant
lineup changes. Because of the injuries,
some players have had
to play in places on the

court that they aren’t
accustomed to.
“It has been tiring
trying to find lineups
that work, but our players will play at their
best no matter where
they are put,” Hudson
said.
Skinner and Bowen
have both moved around
on the court in lieu of
recent injuries, but Bowen said she hasn’t had
any problem adjusting.
“There is not much
of a difference between
the two middle hitter
positions, so it has not

been too bad,” Bowen
said.
Western will have to
use all of its depth tonight against the Blue
Raiders, who beat the
Lady Toppers in five
sets on Sept. 25.
“Even though we
have been injury-rattled, our intensity will
stay the same,” Skinner said. “We will have
to keep that up to beat
Middle.”
The Lady Toppers
will face the Blue Raiders 7 p.m. tonight in
Diddle Arena.
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VS. MTSU

GOLF: WOMEN'S AT
AUSTIN PEAY STATE &
MEN'S AT CHARLESTON
SOUTHERN

TONIGHT at 7 p.m.

CHECK THE BLOG

SOCCER

VOLLEYBALL

Senior
shines
on, off
ﬁeld

Lady Tops
win in
spite of
injuries
By MIKE STUNSON
sports@chherald.com

By COLE CLAYBOURN
sports@chherald.com

When coach Jason Neidell
told senior Rachel Friedman
she was going to be a defender during her time at Western,
she said she envisioned her
career going down the drain.
Friedman, who was recruited as an attacking player, said
she didn’t think she was capable of being a good defender.
“I was really upset about it
at first,” Friedman said. “But
coach told me to trust him,
and he knew I could do it, so I
did just that and trusted him...
I’m really thankful I did.”
Four years later, that decision seems to have paid off.
Friedman was named a captain this season, a second
team all-Sun
Belt Conference defender
as a sophomore
and
a first team
selection as a
junior. Friedman was also FRIEDMAN
an All-Great Lakes Region selection by the National Soccer
Coaches Association of America in her junior season.
Friedman said she now believes she was meant to be a
defender.
“I absolutely love it,” she
said. “I mean, I know I don’t always show up in the stat book,
but I think I still bring something to the team and bring
something to every game.”
Neidell said Friedman is a
perfectionist, a trait that has
helped her get to where she is
now as a player.
“That’s probably her best
and worst quality,” he said.
“She always wants to do everything just right, but she
also puts a lot of pressure on
herself and is really hard on
herself as a result.”
But Neidell said pressure
has mostly been beneficial
throughout her career.

BRIAN POWERS/HERALD

Sophomore running back Bobby Rainey is tackled during Western’s game against the Louisiana-Lafayette Ragin’
Cajuns on Saturday night. Western lost 30-22.

Split decision
Running backs share carries, not animosity
By JONATHAN LINTNER
sports@chherald.com

After rushing for a team-high 1,134
yards in the 2007 season, senior running
back Tyrell Hayden was expected to be
the Toppers’ No. 1 ground option for two
more years.
Then the redshirt came off sophomore
running back Bobby Rainey and, along
with senior running back Marell Booker,
Western’s rushing attack became threepronged. Hayden’s carries decreased,
as did his production, now to the point
where Rainey is earning more touches
than his veteran counterparts.
But instead of being bothered by

SEE SENIOR, PAGE 7A

playing second fiddle, Hayden insisted
that the running backs are working for
the good of the team rather than themselves.
“I took it in a positive way,” Hayden
said. “We want to produce for this team,
produce for this offense. If it’s me, Book
or Bobby that’s doing it, then I’m happy.
Really, there’s no selfishness between
the three of us.”
The production this season has come
mostly from Rainey, who tallied 117
yards on 19 carries against LouisianaLafayette last Saturday in addition to
punt return and kick returning duties.
SEE DECISION, PAGE 7A

The injury bug keeps attacking the Lady Toppers,
but that hasn’t stopped
them from their winning
ways.
Sophomore middle hitter
Tiffany Elmore injured her
knee in practice last week,
a month after the team lost
senior outside hitter Aquila
Orr for the year with an
anterior cruciate ligament
tear.
The team is 14-3 since
Orr’s injury and won its
games against Denver and
North Texas last weekend
without Elmore.
“I have said all year that
our greatest strength is our
depth,” coach Travis Hudson said. “Every kid knows
their role on their team, and
none of them are afraid to
step up.”
Although
sophomore
middle hitter Lindsay Williams didn’t see much playing time early in the season,
Williams started in both
victories over the weekend
and had 16 kills in the two
games.
“I was waiting to get my
shot to play,” Williams said.
“I played my hardest, and
I’m definitely happy with
how I played.”
Western (16-6, 5-2 Sun
Belt Conference) is in the
midst of a stretch of six
games in nine days, but
freshman outside hitter Jordyn Skinner doesn’t see fatigue being a problem, even
with only five bench players.
“We just have to get past
it and play,” Skinner said.
“It just gives us more motivation to step up.”
Elmore’s knee injury has
her listed as day-to-day, but
senior middle hitter Brittany Bowen said she isn’t
worried about the team’s
matchup against Middle
Tennessee State tonight.
SEE INJURIES, PAGE 7A

BASKETBALL

Men's, women's prep begins with 'hysteria'
By ZACH GREENWELL
sports@chherald.com

Lady Toppers coach Mary
Taylor Cowles couldn’t help
but smile as she said two simple sentences Friday night.
“Even though we’ve had
some limited number of hours
since school started, it’s that
time of year,” Cowles said.
“It’s basketball season.”
Friday was the first day college basketball teams were permitted to officially practice.
Both the Toppers and Lady
Toppers were introduced to a
large Diddle Arena crowd of
about 4,000, according to Director of Marketing and Promotions Lindsay Thomas. The
teams competed in an eightminute scrimmage each.
Toppers' coach Ken Mc-

Donald said the basketball
kickoff was a chance for both
programs to have fun in front
of the fans, but the event also
means it’s time to begin full
practices.
“I’m excited for the guys
because you go through the
summer, you have a good
summer, you have a good fall,
put a lot of work in, and just
around the corner, we’re gonna be playing some games,”
McDonald said.
The Lady Toppers were the
first to take the court for a live
scrimmage. The black team
defeated the red team 9-8.
Sophomore
forward
Teranie Thomas led all scorers with four points for the
black team.
Cowles said that, although
preseason activities have been
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restricted, she has been encouraged by what she’s seen
so far.
“There’s nothing in particular, but a whole lot of a
lot,” said Cowles, referring
to areas where the Lady Toppers’ need improvement. “I’m
really excited about our leadership, and the way they have
competed in our limited time
so far has been phenomenal.”
Senior guard A.J. Slaughter led the red team to a 24-22
victory over the white in the
men’s basketball scrimmage,
hitting a game-winning threepointer at the buzzer.
Slaughter and redshirted
junior forward Juan Pattillo
both paced the squads with a
game-high eight points.

BEN SEVERANCE/HERALD

From left, freshmen William Green, Jameson Tipping and Jamal Crook wait to
make their debut as members of Western’s basketball team while Bowling Green
resident Ivan Markovic, 9, looks on at Hilltopper Hysteria Friday in Diddle Arena.
The men’s basketball program introduced six new players at the annual event.

SEE PREP, PAGE 7A
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(Above) Civil war re-enactors don period clothing during Civil War Days at Lost River Cave on Sunday. Festivities included cannon ﬁrings, a Civil War ball, live music and battle re-enactments.
(Below) Sara Ferguson, a Springﬁeld, Tenn. senior found this authentic Union soldier Civil War belt buckle while gardening at her apartment on Chestnut Street.

living history
Event commemorates Bowling Green's role in Civil War
By WHITNEY KOONTZ | news@chherald.com

T

wo years ago, Sara
Ferguson, a senior from
Springfield, Tenn., went
gardening in her front
yard on Chestnut Street
and found a small piece
of American history.
She looked under a rock
and discovered an ovalshaped, bronze belt
buckle with only two letters engraved on it: US.

“I immediately knew what it
was,” Ferguson recalled. “I was so
excited when I found it, but I was
skeptical about whether or not it
was real.”
She took the belt buckle to Western’s history department and Kentucky Museum, but they weren’t
able to verify its authenticity.
Finally, Ferguson found a Civil
War relic collector at Lost River
Cave in Bowling Green who told
her that she had found a real belt
buckle from a Union soldier’s uniform.
“It isn’t that surprising, really,”
she said. “The entire hill Western
was built on used to be a Fort for
the Union during the Civil War.

There are tons of other artifacts
around here.”
Associate History Professor
Glenn LaFantasie said the Confederates built forts in Bowling
Green while it was the Confederate capital of Kentucky, but the
Union drove them out in 1862.
“Some of the buildings they
built for the war are still around,
including the Faculty House between Cherry Hall and Garrett,”
he said.
The forts in Bowling Green
served as the Confederate’s first
line of defense in keeping the
Union out of the south, LaFantasie said.
But Civil War history in Bowl-

ing Green is not limited to Western’s campus.
Soldiers used the caves at Lost
River Cave, 2818 Nashville Road,
for shelter and water supply, said
Becky Madison.
Madison coordinated the Fifth
Annual Civil War Living History
Days, which took place this past
weekend at Lost River Cave.
SEE HISTORY, PAGE 2B

WHAT'S YOUR STORY?

Student balances studies, siblings
By KATHERINE WADE
diversions@chherald.com

MIRANDA BARZEY/HERALD

Elizabethtown sophomore Christion Shanks, back right, sits with his siblings,
cousins and grandmother. His grandmother takes care of all nine children.
Shanks helps support the family by working at Wendy’s and on campus as a
parking attendant.

CONTACT: NEWS 270.745.6011

A chorus of voices greets
sophomore Christion Shanks
when he goes home for a visit.
“Chris, Chris!”
Kids flock to him, waving
drawings they made and hugging him as he walks through
the door.
“Chris, look what I drew!”
“Chris, guess what I got on
my progress report?” “Chris,
I’m going to be in a play at
school!”
Shanks, his seven younger
siblings and four of his cousins,
all live with their grandmother
in Elizabethtown.
As the oldest, Shanks, 20,

often has to care for his brothers and sisters.
“I was the first to go to college in my whole family,” he
said. “The others have always
looked up to me. I have to set
an example.”
His grandmother, Winifred
Shanks, said he was a role
model for the other children.
“They see him going to college, and they want to go too,”
she said.
Christion Shanks said growing up, his mother had work,
leaving him in charge.
“I’m Mom when Mom’s not
there,” he said. “My responsibilities are tied to Mom’s. That’s
how I learned to cook, clean and
other things. But it doesn’t ever

seem to me like I have a lot of
responsibility. I cater to them,
they listen to me.”
Shaquetta Shanks, one of
Christion Shank’s cousins, said
she remembers a time when
their grandmother was in the
hospital and he had to take care
of them.
“She was there about three
days,” she said. “We survived
… he took care of everyone.
One day he made this pizza
with yogurt and strawberries
— it was really good.”
Sometimes,
Christion
Shanks’ devotion to his siblings comes between him and
his other responsibilities.
SEE STORY, PAGE 4B
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The two-day event
featured demonstrations
of the living conditions
of the time as well as
re-enactments of Civil
War conflicts in Bowling
Green, Madison said.
Dressed in a navy
jumpsuit with black boots
that reached his knees,
Bowling Green native James
Campbell fixed his bayonet
onto his rifle with careful
precision during the reenactment at the cave. He is
a re-enactor for the Union.
“The most important
thing to remember about
Bowling Green is that no
recorded battle ever took
place here, only small
skirmishes,” he said.
LaFantasie said there
were no battles at Bowling

Former President Abraham Lincoln said, ‘If we lose Kentucky,
we might as well lose the war.’”

Free books, events
part of 'Big Read'

—GLENN LaFANTASIE
Associate history professor

Green forts because the
Confederacy left after Union
victories at Forts Henry and
Donelson by Gen. Ulysses
S. Grant. These major
victories led the Union
campaign into Tennessee
and the deep south.
“Former
President
Abraham Lincoln said,
‘If we lose Kentucky, we
might as well lose the
war,’” LaFantasie said.
The event at the cave also
featured a mobile museum

about Abraham Lincoln,
which features hand-written
letters and other artifacts
from the former president.
Madison said this is the first
time the exhibit has been at
the cave.
Ferguson, who works
at Lost River Cave, still
has the war relic she found
in her yard.
“I had a special case
made for it,” she said. “I
could never sell it. It’s like
owning a piece of the past.”

By WHITNEY KOONTZ
news@chherald.com

Upcoming events

Western students and
Bowling Green residents
can still get free copies
of “The Great Gatsby”
to participate in the Big
Read.
The books are available at the Warren County Main Library at 1225
State St., said Jayne Pelaski, marketing coordinator for Warren County
Public Libraries.
Western’s
libraries
are partnering with the
Warren County Public
Library and Barnes &
Noble Booksellers to
host the second local Big
Read, said Tracy Harkins,
the Community Outreach
Leader at Western’s libraries. This year’s focus book is “The Great
Gatsby.”
Harkins said about
1,000 copies of the F.
Scott Fitzgerald novel
have been given away
since the program kicked
off on Oct. 3.
“This federal program has brought levels
of leisure reading in the
United States up since
it first began,” she said.
“It continues to be a successful program that has
Western students and
Bowling Green residents
involved.”
The Big Read is paid
for by the National En-

There are still events for students to attend before
the campaign comes to an end on Nov. 13.
■ “Bootlegging in
Bowling Green”
discussion
Pelaski said Historian
Jonathon Jeffrey will
speak about the culture
surrounding bootlegging
during the time of “The
Great Gatsby” at 6 p.m.
on Nov. 5 at the main
library.
■ “The Great Gatsby”
movie
The Kentucky Library
and Museum will host a
screening of the ﬁlm adaptation of the book at
6 p.m. on Nov. 6, Harkins
said. The movie, made
in 1974, stars Robert
Redford, she said.

dowment for the Arts
and provides resources to
communities to increase
reading in the U.S., Harkins said. Bowling Green
got a $10,000 grant from
the NEA for the program.
Along with the NEA,
a local sponsor, Barnes
& Noble, helps host
events. Manager Julie
Houser has been working
with the libraries for this
program.

■ “The Great Gatsby”
Party
The party will be at 5
p.m. on Nov. 13 at the
Kentucky Library and
Museum and is a joint
celebration of the Big
Read ﬁnale as well as
the opening of the
Decorative Arts Exhibit
at the museum, Harkins
said. Guests are encouraged to dress in the
style of the 1920’s. The
evening will feature jazz
music and vintage cars
from the period, she
said. To make reservations, call Harkins at
(270) 745-5016.
■ All events are free.

“Barnes & Noble is
proud to be part of this
initiative,” she said. “We
have hosted book discussions and guest speakers
and will continue to host
events for future Big
Reads.”
Houser said the last
Big Read event at the
store will be at 6 p.m. on
Oct. 22. Author Maureen
Corrigan will lead a discussion about “The Great
Gatsby.”

investigate.

hear.

see.

explore.
bigger.
badder.
redeﬁned.
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Bain-Selbo sells book about sports as religion
By SPENCER JENKINS
news@chherald.com

A Western professor’s book
is on shelves now, spreading its
message about the similarities
between religious worship and
football fandom.
Eric Bain-Selbo the philosophy and religion department head,
had a book signing in the University Bookstore on Saturday for his
book, “Game Days and God.”
The cover of his book calls the
story one of football, faith and
politics in the American South.
“It isn’t necessarily about religion,” he said. “The approach I
took is actually looking at a religious dimension of sports.”
His comparison of football
with religion includes exploring
religious aspects, such as myth,
symbol and ritual, and their place
in college football, Bain-Selbo
said. For example, mascots can
be viewed as religious symbols
for sports teams as the cross is a
symbol for Christianity.
Louisville senior Zach Redman said he sees several similarities between football and religion.
“Football is a really trying

sport with many questions and
controversies, just like religion,”
Redman said. “Football involves
a lot of faith, just like religion
—faith in your teammates, faith
in your coaches and as a fan,
faith in your team as a whole.”
Lilli Schoer, a senior from
Billings, Mont., said she sees
similarities in church hymns and
game-day cheers.
“Everyone wants to have
their faith restored whether it’s
in a team or in God,” she said.
Bain-Selbo’s book discusses
the feelings inspired by football
games and religious participation.
“Religious experiences can
bring on ecstasy and so can a
football game,” he said.
The book addresses the limitations of religion and college
football, too.
“Football can blind us,” BainSelbo said. “Just because a school
has a blended football team, it
doesn’t mean the school is actually very diverse, and religion can
blind us to social issues.”
His book doesn’t aim to belittle religion or anger anyone,
he said.
“I’m not saying religion is silly,” Bain-Selbo said. “I’m show-

BRIAN POWERS/HERALD

Eric Bain-Selbo, the philosophy and religion department head, signs his book “Game Day and God” in the University Bookstore on Saturday.

ing how religion is pervasive.
“You can go to a rock concert
and see religion — it’s not attendance at church only,” he said.
Bain-Selbo traveled throughout the southern U.S. to test his
prediction that southern college

football relates to religion.
He interviewed football
fans from Athens, Ga. to Baton
Rouge, La. for the book.
The project started in 2005,
and the book came out this September.

Bain-Selbo will kick off another book signing in November
at the Bowling Green Barnes &
Noble Booksellers.
He said he won’t know how
many books he’s sold until January.
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Plays showcase 'creepy' literature
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By KRISTEN SNYDER
news@chherald.com

A single red light cloaked the
small stage as quintessential Halloween music hummed to set a
chilling mood.
An audience gathered Friday night at the Public Theatre
of Kentucky, 545 Morris Alley
in Bowling Green, to watch
“American Haunting,” a presentation of William Faulkner’s
“A Rose For Emily,” Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Tell-Tale Heart”
and Shirley Jackson’s “The Lottery.”
Carol Jordan, a Bowling Green
resident and director of “The Lottery,” said the plays are classic
works of “creepy” American literature.
“There are three different visions of horror,” she said.
“American Hauntings” runs
until Nov. 1. Show times are
Thursdays at 7 p.m., Fridays and
Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays
at 3 p.m.
Tickets are $13 for adults and
$10 for students and seniors. The
show is rated PG-13.
The show begins with “A
Rose For Emily,” which is set
in Jefferson, Miss. in the 1930s.
The townspeople, through
flashbacks, tell the tragic story
of Miss Emily Grierson, played
by Bowling Green resident
Harper Lee.
In a charming southern drawl,
they warn that young Emily wasn’t
like other people. She was a shutin who lost her one true love. After Emily’s death, the town was
dreadfully curious to see what
she had been hoarding in her big
house for so many years.
Just as the townspeople were
unprepared for what they would
find in the house, the audience
gasped too at the final shock of
the play and then erupted into applause.
Lee said the high quality of
the production makes the play

BETHANY MOLLENKOF/HERALD

English Instructor Marie Guthrie, right, performs with Deanna Weaver in the play “A Rose For Emily,” part of the
American Hauntings series put on at the Public Theatre of Kentucky.

strong.
“As actors, we could really dig
into the role and challenge ourselves,” she said. “This is one of
the most talented casts I’ve ever
worked with.”
“The Tell-Tale Heart,” the
second play in the show, centers on a nervous man, played
by Tripp York, who is paranoid
about a murder he committed and
hears his dinner guests and the
police say things that mirror his
thoughts.
The unrelenting thumping
of the dead man’s heartbeat that
only he can hear grows louder
and louder until it drives him insane.
Bowling Green junior Joseph
Upchurch said he’s read some of
the plays in the show during high
school and college.
“I’ve seen ‘Tell-Tale Heart’ a
couple times; I liked how this was

portrayed differently,” he said.
Clock tower bells rang, signaling the start of “The Lottery.”
Townspeople gathered in the village square for an annual tradition of drawing slips of paper that
decide who will live and who will
die.
“It’s the way it’s always been
done,” said Old Man Warner, a
character in the play.
Ashley Gentry, a Bowling
Green resident and director of “A
Rose For Emily,” said the theater
has done shows such as “Dracula” and “Frankenstein” during
the Halloween season in previous
years.
She said “American Hauntings” is appropriate for the season.
“These plays have everything
— drama, a little comedy, suspense, and you get the willies,”
Gentry said.

If you go
■ WHAT: "American
Haunting," a series of plays
presented by the Public
Theatre of Kentucky
■ WHEN: Performances
continued though Nov. 1.
Show times are Thursdays
at 7 p.m., Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays
at 3 p.m.
■ WHERE: The Public Theatre of Kentucky, 545 Morris
Alley
■ TICKETS: $13 for adults,
$10 for students and
seniors. The show is rated
PG-13.
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“A few years ago, I was
missing a lot of school
days because I was taking
care of my sister, and I’d
have to stay home with her
when Mom was at work,”
he said. “They were all
excused absences, but there
was a misunderstanding,
and some of us were taken
away from my mom.”
He was in foster care for
2 1/2 years, until he was
17.
“I thank God for
everything he’s done for
me, and I know that all
that happened to me helped
me be who I am today,”
he said. “Sometimes when
I stand on the outside of
myself and look, I think,
who is that guy? But I’m
glad people can’t define
me by the things I’ve been
through.”
Caring for his family
doesn’t keep Christion
Shanks from having fun;
his siblings are more than
willing to share.
Christion Shanks sat
in his home talking with
Vanessa
Shanks,
his
16-year-old sister.
“One time, we were
playing
dress-up
in
Grandma’s closet,” she
said.
Christion Shanks bowed
his head, knowing what’s
coming.
“Chris
comes
out
wearing a blue dress and
high heels!” she continued,
bending over with laughter.
Still bowed in shame,
Christion Shanks laughed
and shook his head.
“It was a green dress,”
he said guiltily.
Despite the demands of
being the oldest, Shanks
has never resented it.
“It never seems hard,”
he said. “They are my pride
and joy.”
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'The Yellow
Boat' beneﬁts ill
children's camp
By NOAH FREDERICK
diversions@chherald.com

On Friday afternoon, a
young boy named Benjamin embarked on a journey of love and heartbreak
in the Gordon Wilson Lab
Theatre. He repeated this
journey on Saturday and
Sunday, each time sailing
to the sun in a yellow boat.
The department of theatre and dance presented
a production of the play
“The Yellow Boat” as part
of its Children’s Theatre
Series.
The play, written by
David Saar, is based on the
life of his son, Benjamin,
and his struggle with hemophilia and AIDS.
Benjamin was born with
hemophilia and died in
1987 at age eight of AIDSrelated complications from
a blood transfusion.
Bowling Green senior
and director Jordan Gottke
brought “The Yellow Boat”
to Western.
“I read it four years ago
when I was in the Governor’s Scholars Program
and it reminded me of
what’s important,” Gottke
said.
When Bowling Green
senior Emily Cooper heard
the play was being produced, she wanted to be
involved for a special reason.
“This project is really
close to my heart because
I had the experience of
working at a camp for sick
children and creating special bonds with the people
there,” Cooper said.
Cooper played the role
of Joy in the production
and was in charge of publicity.
She also initiated the
idea to donate part of
the proceeds to the camp
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This project is
really close to
my heart because I had the
experience of
working at a
camp for sick
children and
creating special
bonds with the
people there."
—EMILY COOPER
Bowling Green senior

where she volunteered.
The Center for Courageous
Kids is a Scottsville camping facility for children
with serious illnesses.
“I thought it would be
a wonderful opportunity
to create a relationship
between the camp and the
theatre department,” Cooper said.
Gottke agreed.
“Emily asked how I
would feel about a benefit and I immediately said
‘yes,’” Gottke said.
Despite the subject matter and some faculty apprehension, most of the audience and cast seemed to
agree the play was appropriate for children including Winchester sophomore
Jay Thomas, who played
Benjamin.
“I think hope is the
main theme, along with the
love and the joy that every
kid will find in this play,”
Thomas said.
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Western to get
rare microscope
By COLLEEN STEWART
news@chherald.com

Western officials are
making preparations for a
powerful microscope that’s
one of ten of its kind in the
world.
The microscope, called
a large chamber scanning
electron microscope, is
scheduled to be installed
the first week of December, said Ed Kintzel, assistant professor of physics
and astronomy.
“The microscope will
usher in a new era of scientific research,” he said.
The microscope enables
non-destructive examination of samples weighing
up to 165 pounds in its
18,000-pound
chamber,
Kintzel said.
“The goal is to learn
something about how
things were created, the
composition, how the sample wears, behaves under
stress and strain,” he said.
The microscope is one
of two in the country,
said Blaine Ferrell, dean
of Ogden College of Science and Engineering. The
other of its kind resides in
Oklahoma.
It will be a resource
for projects in chemistry,
physics, geology, biology
and engineering, Ferrell
said.
The microscope is currently at the Oak Ridge
National Laboratory in
Oak Ridge, Tenn., Kintzel
said.
Once transported from
Oak Ridge, the microscope
will be kept at Western’s
Applied Physics Institute,
located at Western’s Center
for Research and Development on Nashville Road,

Ferrell said.
But the microscope
won’t just be useful for
physics research.
“It can be used across
a broad spectrum of disciplines,” Kintzel said. “It
has been used in the past
to examine everything
from the Terracotta warriors in Xi’an, China to
components of the space
shuttle.”
Companies and researchers outside of Western may end up paying
about $750 an hour to use
the microscope, Kintzel
said.
“We have already had
requests from companies
and other university researchers,” he said. “It has
already brought national
attention.”
The $2.7 million microscope was used for a
research project that ended
and was donated to Western, said Kintzel, who applied for and acquired the
microscope.
“This will be a permanent part of the WKU scientific landscape,” he said.
Renovations to prepare
for the microscope include
pouring a concrete pad and
inserting a rubber lining
so that the microscope is
insulated from vibrations,
Kintzel said.
Kyle Moss, Applied
Physics Institute electrical
engineer, said the concrete
slab measures 13 feet by 10
feet.
“It’s big,” he said. “You
can actually walk into this
microscope.”
The microscope will provide the institute with unique
opportunities, Moss said.
“Everyone is excited for
it to get here,” he said.
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Stand against cancer

BETHANY MOLLENKOF/HERALD

Louisville senior Jeff Moad hands Tryston Peacock a cup of lemonade at the Alex’s Lemonade Stand on
Saturday outside of Downing University Center. The Interfraternity Council helped raise money to ﬁght
childhood cancer by setting up a lemonade stand during tailgating.

Run raises money for autism
By KATHERINE WADE
diversions@chherald.com

People in Bowling
Green are walking, running and wheeling toward
making a difference in the
lives of people with autism
spectrum disorders.
A total of 363 people
competed in the Second
Annual LifeSkills Run for
Autism Saturday at the
Bowling Green Ballpark.
“The difference between this and other
events is that ours is the
most family-oriented and
certainly one of the best
causes that I think you
could find in this region,”
race director Brian Packard said.
The event began with a
four-mile wheelchair race,
followed by a four-mile
run and a one-mile family
walk.
The park featured in-

flatables, a bean bag toss
and face painting for kids.
“This day is really not
just about autism, but
about making sure the
families that come out
and support it have a good
time,” Packard said.
Western students from
several programs volunteered.
“We saw tons and tons of
students signing up for the
race and the walk,” Packard
said. “They also organized
some cheer teams. One
thing that is important to
this race and that I wanted
to have was that we have
people cheering on the racers, like fans. And they’ve
done a great job.”
Seniors Heather Lewis,
from Birmingham, Ala.,
and Vanessa Walton, from
Franklin, helped by handing out balloons and painting faces.
“We have to do so many

hours of volunteer work
for our elementary education class,” Walton said.
“So we decided to do this
event.”
Lewis said they chose
the event from a list of
other activities.
“We thought it would
be fun, and we decided it
would be the most beneficial towards other people,”
she said.
This year, the autism
run partnered with the
Bowling Green Hot Rods
as sponsors.
Packard said the partnership provided a safe place
for the families to hang out
and allowed for a baseball
theme. The first three miles
of the course represented
bases, and the finish represented a home run, with
racers coming in the back
gates of the stadium.
“It’s pretty unique to
come in the back gates

of a professional baseball
stadium for a run, so that
was a big draw as well,”
Packard said.
The baseball theme
opened up options other
than medals for awards.
Winners in each age division got mini baseball bats,
while overall winners got
full-sized, engraved Louisville Sluggers.
“These guys out here
running are competing for
pretty cool awards,” Packard said. “This is something they can hang on a
mantle or put in an office
and really take some pride
in it.”
Packard said the event
raised $5,000 last year.
“I believe we’ll get
around $10,000,” he said.
“It’s going to be a great
year. We plan on just
building on that. Next
year we’re hoping we can
double it again.”

