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Work brings
detours to
transit routes
By LAUREL WILSON
news@chherald.com

PHOTOS BY DAVE KASNIC/HERALD

Wilmore freshman Ben Rogers attracts attention across campus with his double-decker bike. Rogers has been interested in bicycles
since high school and plans to carry out the hobby all his life.

Big wheels
on campus

SEE DETOURS, PAGE 3

Health Services
to add doctor

Student's passion for bikes attracts attention
By CHRIS RUTLEDGE | diversions@chherald.com

ntil Ben Rogers rolled up on his handmade,
double-decker bike, a clown on stilts blowing balloon animals garnered the attention of the crowd outside of Pearce-Ford Tower.
But Wilmore freshman Rogers took the air out of
the clown’s balloon show, and the PFT courtyard
grew full with shouts of, “What the heck is that?”
and “Let me ride it!”

U

Rogers doesn’t seem to mind
becoming the main attraction under the WKU Big Top.
“I’ve already been identified
on campus as ‘the guy with the
bike,’” Rogers said. “It’s unusual
— I will give them that.”
One student hounded Rogers
until he agreed to let him ride the
bike.
“I like to let people ride it,
but I always say, ‘I’m not liable
for your injuries’ before they get
on,” Rogers said. “Some people
can figure it out pretty well, and
other people don’t realize that it’s

just like riding a bike, only 5 feet
in the air.”
Rogers collects old bikes, and
he isn’t really interested in any
bike made after 1995.
He and a friend figured out
how to build his double-decker
ride out of two identical bikes.
Although it’s not as fast as
a conventional road bike —
and definitely not as light at 50
pounds — Rogers said that he
can ride it pretty much anywhere,
even on a 60-mile, two-day trip.

Topper Transit routes will be changed
temporarily for a week while electrical
work closes part of State Street.
From today to until next Tuesday, the
White, Red and Green Lines will detour
onto Chestnut Street, according to an email sent by Parking and Transportation
Services.
The city is putting high-voltage lines
underground in Kiss Me Quick Alley and
needs to dig trenches across State Street,
said Stephen Rowland, transit manager at
Parking and Transportation.
Normal Drive/State Street will be
closed to through traffic from Regents Avenue to College Heights Boulevard during
the project, Rowland said.
The closure means that the bus stops
at Pearce-Ford Tower, Mass Media and
Technology Hall, College of Education
and Behavioral Sciences (which has replaced the Mimosa stop), Environmental
Sciences and Technology Building and
College High Hall will not be accessible,
Rowland said.

By TESSA DUVALL
news@chherald.com

Rogers welded two bike frames together to make a
tall bike and uses it as a main source of transportation.

SEE BIKES, PAGE 2

When Nashville freshman Ronique Shelton’s half-sister needed a kidney transplant,
Shelton wanted to know if she could be a
possible donor.
In order to find out, Shelton needed to
have her blood drawn and tested. Because
she isn’t from Bowling Green, Shelton said
she wouldn’t have known where to go for the
test if it hadn’t been for Health Services on
campus.
As it turns out, Shelton was a match for
her half-sister but didn’t donate her kidney
because the transplant hasn’t been needed
yet. But in the case of an emergency, Shelton
now knows she’s a match.
Since moving out of the Academic Complex and into the new Health Services building in January 2008, the center has seen not
only an increase in students such as Shelton who may not have known where to go
otherwise, but also faculty, staff and their
families.
SEE DOCTOR, PAGE 3

Historic spoonholder making
campus comeback near Grise
By CAITLIN CARTER
news@chherald.com

Nearly a century ago, men
and women on WKU’s campus
weren’t allowed to freely visit
one another in dorms, so they
adapted by spending time together outdoors.
Although students can visit
freely in dorms now, they also
have the option to take the oldfashioned approach.
Students walking up the middle of campus past Grise Hall
may notice a new seating area
situated around a large tree.
This new seating area, called
a spoonholder, is named after

TUE. 93˚/ 65˚

a wooden structure built in the
early 1900s around an elm tree
in front of Potter Hall, Landscape Architect Helen Siewers
said.
“The spoonholder was popular then because this is where
courting would occur,” Siewers
said. “Earlier, there were strict
rules regarding visiting the opposite sex. They would come
here and talk and eat ice cream.”
According to a 1938 Herald
article, the spoonholder was also
used as a resting area between
classes and as a substitute for
the library at night.
By 1935, the original spoonholder was outdated, dangerous

WED. 83˚/ 61˚

CONTACT: NEWS 270.745.6011

and too small for WKU’s growing enrollment.
A new, larger and concrete
spoonholder was built in front
of Gordon Wilson Hall, but it
wasn’t well-received. Less than
three years after its construction, it was demolished.
The article suggested that
“the next generation will never
know about the ‘Spoonholder’…
But to us who remember the old
‘Spoonholder’ and the traditions
that surround it, there will long
remain the memory of the happy
hours and the nights not spent
alone in the cradle of love.”
SEE HISTORIC, PAGE 5
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The above sketch shows the original spoonholder built in the
1900s around an elm tree in front of Potter Hall. A new spoonholder has been constructed near Grise Hall.
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a
thousand
words
At sunset on Sept. 4, the Islamic Center
on Morgantown Road offered a large
selection of ethnic foods such as Turkish, Indian, Middle Eastern and Bosnian
cuisine.
The Holy Month of Ramadan is a time
for Muslims to get closer to Allah, said
Nabil Loutfi, a computer programmer
originally from Morocco who now lives
in Bowling Green.
Ramadan is a time for Muslims to concentrate more on their connection with Allah.
They believe that when someone eats during
the day and is well fed, the mind is more

SEPTEMBER 7, 2010

CRIME REPORTS
By PETE RODMAN

open to distractions by worldly things. But,
according to the belief, when the body is
hungry, the mind thinks about food, and it's
not as easily distracted by other things.
At sunset, Muslims break their fast with
an evening meal called Iftar. Iftar begins
with the ritual eating of a date, followed
by prayer, and ends in the meal.
The fast ends on Friday with the festival
Eid-al-Fitr led by imam Sedin Agic, the
spiritual leader of the Islamic Center.
"A Thousand Words" is a weekly photo essay that tells
untold stories on the edges of campus.

BIKES

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Rogers said he rode bikes as a kid but
stopped when he got a car.
That changed last October when he found
an ‘80’s-era 10-speed bike at a thrift store for
$5, he said. Now bikes are his main source of
transportation.
“I started riding that around, and my collection grew in a matter of months, and so did
my skill,” Rogers said. “I can see this as being a lifelong hobby. Just finding a bike in a
thrift store kind of started it all.”
Rogers is well-known, made evident by
the amount of high fives and “shout outs” he
collects as he rides around campus.
One of his friends, Rob Vinson, a senior
from Virginia Beach, Va., said Rogers would
be “the most known kid on this campus by
next week.”
Several of Rogers’ other friends, who
hadn’t seen his tall bike, became nervous
as he circled dangerously close to a flight of
steps, but Vinson didn’t bat an eye.
“Ben’s a pretty clever guy,” Vinson said.
“I think he’s got it handled pretty well.”
But Rogers doesn’t always handle with
the composure Vinson acknowledged.
He and the wheeled goliath have crashed
multiple times.
“Crashing isn’t as scary as it looks,” Rogers said. “Since it’s so high, you kind of start
to notice that it’s falling.”
Outside PFT, Rogers chatted with anoth-

I can see this as being a
lifelong hobby. Just finding a bike in a thrift store
kind of started it all."

The crime reports are not available for
today's print edition, because campus
police had not processed weekend
paperwork by Monday's deadline due
to the holiday weekend.
A campus crime log is available online
at www.wku.edu/police

CORRECTION
Due to a Herald error, Tucker Davis,
coach of the Vette City Vixens, was
incorrectly identified in a page 10 caption of the Aug. 31 issue.
The Herald regrets the error.
The College Heights Herald corrects all
confirmed errors that are brought to
reporters’ or editors’ attention. Please
call 745-6011 or 745-5044 to report
a correction, or e-mail us at editor@
chherald.com.

Fill in the grid so that every column and every 3x3 box
contains the digits 1-9 with no repeats. Solutions, tips
and computer program at www.sudoku.com.

now open

—Ben Rogers

Wilmore freshman

er biker, Steve Briggs, assistant director for
Housing and Residence Life, about the interesting way he mounts the bike, which he describes as a running and jumping procedure.
“Being a shorter guy, when I first saw the
bike and how tall it was, I was just interested
in seeing how Ben got on it,” Briggs said.
“It’s nice to meet him and see the creativity
we have on campus. It’s also good to see that
people are riding bikes.”
Rogers’ love for cycling extends to attending a group advocacy ride for bike safety
and awareness called “Critical Mass,” which
happens on the last Friday of every month in
Bowling Green.
“People need to ride bikes more,” he said.
“It’s a really freeing mode of transportation, and it’s definitely the most enjoyable,
because you get to experience all the sights
and sounds and smells of your trip, and you
remember them more so than when you’re
trapped in your car.”

11
am - 2am
everyday

be a part of the action
1265 College Street

270.282.2227

OPEN 24 HOURS
6XQDPPLGQLJKW0RQDPDP
7XH6DWKRXUV

34 LANES
 BILLARDS

2710 Scottsville Rd
Bowling Green,KY 42104
270-843-8741

INDOOR MINIATURE GOLF
INDOOR BATTING CAGES

FULL SERVICE LOUNGE
ICE SKATING
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Monday thru Wednesday

MONDAY NIGHTS

10 pm - 2 am

*eZgEZghdc
6AANDJ86C7DLA
$5.50 Pitchers

“COLLEGE NIGHT”
$5.00 ALL YOU CAN BOWL
10 pm to 2 am

(Min. 4 Per Lane & shoes not included)

(Min. 4 Per Lane & shoes not included)

With Current BIG RED I.D.
Also Receive:

THURSDAY NIGHTS
$1.00 MANIA

Sign Up Today
DUC 324

99 Cent Drafts
$3 Mini Golf
$1 Batting Cages

10 pm - 2 am

$1.00 per Game - $1.00 Drafts
or
RENT A LANE FOR ONLY $40.00

Monday thru Thursday
“Bowl your Brains out”

9:30 pm - 1:30 am

ALL YOU CAN BOWL

Includes: Unlimited Bowling, Up to 4 FREE
Shoes Rentals, Large Pizza & a Soda or Pitcher
of Beer (Retail Value $72.50)

9:30 am to 4:30 pm
ONLY $7.00

(Min. 4 per Lane)

K A R A O K E :(')5,

(shoes not included)

6$730$0
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DETOURS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

The White and Red
Lines will be combined
into a single route that
will come more frequently and detour on Chestnut
Street, according to the email. The Green Line will
also detour along Chestnut Street, while the Blue
Line will not be affected.
Temporary stops will
be set up at the corner
of Normal Drive and
Regents Avenue as well
as two along Chestnut
Street, Rowland said.
It’s an unusual situation for Parking and
Transportation to create
a detour and temporary
stops, but students should
be able to get where they
want to go, Rowland said.
Sarah Bice, a freshman
from Franklin, Tenn., said
the changes in bus routes
this week wouldn’t affect her, but she sees how
some students will experi-

20,000

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD

ence problems.
“I know there are some
people who go to South
Campus, and if they don’t
have a car they might not
understand the different
bus routes,” Bice said.
Kaleigh Cushenberry,
a freshman from Franklin, Tenn., said she never
uses Topper Transit. She
said she would rather
walk or use transportation provided by her
friend, Bice.
“Even though I have a
class at South Campus, I
drive Sarah’s car and never take the bus,” she said.
“The buses are confusing.
I can’t figure out the bus
routes.”
Details and a map of
the changes are posted on
Parking and Transportation’s website at www.
wku.edu/transportation,
and signs will be posted at
the affected stops, Rowland said.
Reporter Caitlin Carter
contributed to this story.

Visits to Health Services, 2000-2009
Source: Health Services
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Libby Greaney, director of Health
Services, attributes the increase to the
convenient location, a general increase
in enrollment at WKU and efficient
scheduling.
Greaney said the new Health Services building was strategically built to
leave room for growth and to be close
to the Preston Center.
Health Services, which sees thousands of patients over the course of
the school year, is currently staffed by
three providers — one nurse practitioner and two medical doctors. A third
medical doctor will start very soon,
Greaney said.
Patients now have the option to
pay the bill for their visit online at the
Health Services website, which makes
things more convenient, Greaney said.
In addition to being a primary care
facility, Greaney said Health Services
also has a health education department
that does outreach events in the WKU
community such as WellU, e-CHUG
and HIV testing.

Kathryn Steward, assistant director of health education, said the department is looking to branch out into
counseling for sexually transmitted
diseases and infections.
The counseling, which will be
available later this semester, will allow students to meet privately with a
counselor to assess their risk for STDs
or STIs, Steward said. From there, the
counselor will determine what the student should be tested for if there are no
symptoms present.
This will be a free service with the
exception of any lab fees, Steward said.
Greaney said outreach is an important part of what Health Services does.
“It’s the commitment to student
well-being,” she said. “It’s not just
gaining back your health if you’re
sick.”
Elizabethtown sophomore Garren
Johnson went to Health Services on
Friday with his friend who hurt his eye
playing basketball.
Johnson said he has never used the
center himself, but if he ever got sick
while at WKU, Health Services would
be the first place he would go because
of its accessibility.

herald. wkuherald.com
In print Tuesdays & Fridays. Online all the time.
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Hungry?
WE HAVE A MEAL
PLAN FOR THAT
Sign-up for a Meal Plan
on TopNet and satisfy your
Appetite
www.wkudining.com
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Something on your mind?
Let it out. E-mail us at
opinion@chherald.com.

CODY SPARKS
Beaver Dam
senior

“There is too much
demand and not enough
supply (for parking).”

MEGAN SERIO
Beaver Dam
freshman

“I really enjoy walking
to classes. It’s different
from high school and just
liberating.”

SOPHIA
STERLIN
Port-auPrince, Haiti
sophomore

Death and textbooks
Buying books inevitably frustrating;
WKU Store changes meant to help
THE ISSUE: The WKU Store has set new procedures for getting
textbooks that restrict students from finding books on their own.
OUR STANCE: The service may initially frustrate some students, but with a little time, explanation and keeping self-service
as an option, it should make the book-buying process a little less
painful.
During the first two weeks of the fall and spring semesters, the
WKU Store is usually bustling with students scouring shelves for
textbooks and other supplies.
Now, instead of strapping students with a piece of paper listing
their classes and sending them on the hunt for a matching textbook,
WKU Store clerks do the work.
The Herald sees the pros and cons of the new service and has a
few suggestions for improvements.
In a society that craves immediacy, having a clerk get books
for you is a good thing. But part of the college experience is having to struggle through the crowded aisles in complete confusion,
matching the tiny course numbers on the shelves and book titles to
a schedule.
Operations Director Jim Sears said the WKU Store wanted a
more accurate and efficient way to serve the student body, espe-

cially for freshmen who weren’t familiar with the process.
Under the new policy, at least for the first few weeks, students
give store associates a list of their classes, and the associates act as
personal shoppers.
The relatively faster front checkout times are good, but as with
all transitions, there is room for improvement, which Sears said he
acknowledges.
There will be mistakes either way, so we suggest the WKU
Store tears down the walls and allows self-service to remain an
option. After all, the new retrieval service is redundant of textbook
reservations, minus the fancy box.
The service limits students’ ability to choose the condition of their
books, since associates choose for them. And cashiers have processed
several returns because associates supplied the wrong books.
Long lines and pricey textbooks are inevitable. But the Herald
appreciates the changes the WKU Store is trying in order to make
the process smoother.
The store has added the option to rent books, which is a cheaper
alternative. And if you waited in line to buy books during the first
week, you might have gotten a WKU hat or T-shirt by playing the
“Know Your Willie” trivia game. So, hey, they’re trying.
Perhaps by next semester, the planned TVs hanging from the
ceiling will distract you from the looming wait, and you can catch
a laugh or two as you inch closer to the front of the line.
This editorial represents the majority opinion of the Heraldʼs
10-member editorial board.

“Mentioning bacon in class
to a hungry class pisses
me off.”

DRU WALTERS
Hindman
sophomore

“I’m pissed that my RA
keeps erasing the philosophical stuff I write on his
board.”

have an opinion?
opinion@chherald.com
270.745.4874
1. Letters should not exceed 250
words, and commentaries should
be about 500 words.
2. For veriﬁcation, letters and
commentaries MUST include your
name, phone number, home town
and classiﬁcation or title.
3. Letters may not run in every
edition due to space.
4. The Herald reserves the right to
edit all letters for style, grammar,
length and clarity. The Herald does
NOT print libelous submissions.
5. Letters and commentaries must
be received by 7 p.m. on Sunday
and Wednesday.
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HISTORIC
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Although it may not be
used in quite the same context as its predecessors, the
modern-day spoonholder
was built this summer to
accommodate
students
who want to gather outside,
Siewers said.
Siewers said the idea
to build the spoonholder
spurred from a low stone
wall already built around
the tree. The wall was in
place to protect the tree
from the asphalt of the
old parking lot in front of
Grise.
“It’s a miracle the tree
even survived in the blacktop,” she said.
Siewers said she enjoys
seeing today’s students
lounging on the lawn in
front of Cherry Hall, like
some of WKU’s first students.
“It gives me a good feeling,” she said. “It’s good
to see people enjoying the
outdoors.”
Owensboro sophomore
Jessica Sprankle said she
enjoys sitting on the grassy
areas.
As a theatre design/technology major, she said she
must draw sketches every
day. When the weather is
nice, she can be found on
the lawn behind Northeast
Hall, near the new spoonholder.
“A lot of times I will
come out here with my
roommate and my friends
to do homework on nice
days,” Sprankle said.
Sprankle said she believes
unique
seating
arrangements, like the
spoonholder, aren’t popular on campus because students aren’t aware of the
history.
“I like the throwback,
but I’m also very interested
in vintage and retro things,”
she said. “I like things
that have a history behind
them.”
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I get by with a little help from my Nan
I’m one week into the semester, and I’ve
already used 14 of the 75 meals on my commuter meal plan and spent upwards of $75 between Taco Bell, Japanese restaurants and my
other off-campus dining haunts. At this rate,
I’ll be all out of meal plans by the end of September, and my bank account will be pretty
starved as well.
This, combined with the fact that my cupboard’s inhabitants are gourmet peanut butter,
assorted boxes of pasta and Kool-Aid packets,
led me to this revelation: it’s time to darken
the doors of the grocery store.
Two weeks ago, I spent a good chunk
of an afternoon traversing Walmart aisles
in search of baking soda. Call me a drama
queen (you probably should), but I’m still
convinced that it was hiding from me.
Needless to say, I’m not really a superstar shopper, at least when it comes to
groceries. But in the interest of stretching
out my meal plan and relieving my bank
account, I turned to the one woman who
could help.
Her name, Nanny Sophia. She’s a grandmother, avid video gamer and, most relevant
to this column, a food connoisseur. She also
knows a thing or two about getting a meal to
the table — from planning, to shopping for
ingredients, to actually preparing whatever
dish is on her list. So, with Nan’s help, I’ve
prepared a crash course on feeding yourself
in college without going completely broke.

Campus Special

a big girl's guide to

Growing Up
MARIANNE HALE
Herald features editor
diversions@chherald.com
The rules might seem fairly elementary, but
they’re fitting for someone with my limited
experience.

■ Make a list

The real key to this whole grocery shopping business is to plan. Have a rough idea of
what you plan to eat for the next week or so,
and make a grocery list accordingly. Try not
to pick up too many items that didn’t make
your list.

■ Shop for savings

You could pick up sales ads and compare one grocery store’s deal to another, but
we both know we’re probably not going to
do that. Comparing prices in the store might
be more doable, though. For example, when
you’re comparing Spaghetti Sauce A to Spaghetti Sauce B, see how much you’re paying
per ounce. Many stores will list that information with the price. Also, Nan says that brandname products aren’t necessarily indicative
of quality, and you can get something just as
good that might be a little cheaper. And, of

Large 1
Topping Pizza
$7.99

WE ACCEPT
BIG RED DOLLARS!

Dorm & Academic Buildings ONLY!
Expiration September 20th

Large 1 Topping Pizza
and Cinna Sticks
$10.99
Expiration September 20th

CHH

Extra Large 3 Topping Pizza
$11.99
Expiration September 20th

CHH

1 Medium 1 Topping
with breadsticks or cheesesticks

$14.99
Expiration September 20th

CHH

course, there’s always coupon clipping. Find
a local Sunday paper, and clip to your heart’s
desire.

■ Get yourself a Crock-Pot

When I asked Nan what was so great
about a Crock-Pot, she was quick to say,
“You set it and forget it.” If you’re like me,
you leave your house in the morning and
come home when you can, which sometimes means you don’t make it back until
late in the evening. The great thing about a
Crock-Pot is you can make a REAL meal
that doesn’t consist of Ramen noodles
without having to do much. Some of Nan’s
Crock-Pot favorites are pork roast and
stuffed peppers.

■ Believe in leftovers

Between school, work and my attempts
at maintaining a social life, I’ve come to
realize that cooking dinner every night is
out of the question for me. But I get a little
free time on the weekends that I can spend
in the kitchen. Nan recommends cooking a
big meal one night and saving the leftovers
for lunches and dinners throughout the week.
Just remember that your leftovers exist, or
you might get some gnarly mold growing in
your fridge.
Now I just have to put my crash course to
the test, but first I’ll have to find the time to go
grocery shopping. Maybe Nan has some suggestions for that one too.
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Balloons festival
begins this week
COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD

By LUCAS AULBACH
news@chherald.com

Bowling Green’s 20th annual
U.S. Bank Balloons, Tunes and
BBQ will be this weekend at the
Bowling Green/Warren County
Regional Airport.
The airport is located at 1000
Woodhurst St., but people are
asked to enter the event from Lovers Lane, according to the event’s
website.
The event will begin Thursday
night and will end Sunday.
Several events from previous
years will be returning as part
of this year’s festival, said Shala
Hudson, executive assistant at
U.S. Bank, the festival’s title
sponsor.
Thursday night there will be
several activities for children, including an inflatable fair and a talent show.
Friday night will feature the
sixth annual Bowling Green
Idol, in which local auditionwinners will perform on-stage
and be scored by a panel of judges, Hudson said. Another event,
the Hare and Hound Hot Air
Balloon race, will headline for
more balloon events on Saturday
afternoon.
Hudson said about 33 balloons
are scheduled to be a part of this
year’s festival.
“The hot air balloon shows
have been my favorite in past
years ... it’s a big event,” she
said.
On Saturday night there will
be some musical entertainment
from local bands Floord and
Easy Street, as well as acts by
country singers Nick Hoffman
and Rhett Akins, Hudson said.
And on Sunday morning, the
balloons from the weekend will
perform a final fly-in, she said.
Money raised from the event
will be given to the United Way of
Southern Kentucky, said Mandy
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'By the ocean'

List of events
■ Thursday
5:00 p.m. Kid's night
7:00 p.m. Kid's Talent Showcase
■ Friday
3:00 p.m. Gates open
Carnival Midway
Inﬂatable Fair
Tethered balloon rides
Balloon Glow
5:30 p.m. Live music
6:00 p.m. Bowling Green Idol
■ Saturday
Noon Gates open
Carnival Midway
Inﬂatable Fair
5:00 p.m. Annual Hare and
Hound Hot Air Balloon Race
5:30 p.m. Musical acts
(Floord, Easy Street, Nick
Hoffman and Rhett Akins)
■ Sunday
Final ﬂy-in of balloons
Cost: Admission and parking
are free
Source: www.balloonstunesbbq.com

Hicks, the director of volunteering
and brand management at United
Way.
United Way is an local nonprofit organization that supports
health and human services, according to its website.
“Balloons, Tunes and BBQ
makes no money for itself, but all
money made is given to United
Way,” she said.
Patrons can make donations to
the cause at the event. Hicks said
there are no specifics about what
the money will be put towards.
“All the money will stay right
here in southern Kentucky," she
said.

CODY DUTY/HERALD

Bowling Green resident Michael Centimole enjoys the sound of the fountains as he plays his djembe
drum while sitting in Fountain Square Park in downtown Bowling Green on Sunday. “If I close my eyes,
I can almost imagine being by the ocean,” Centimole said.

DEFENSE

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

“Our defense was there this weekend,”
Elmore said. “Blocks, we were up in our
numbers. We were there with digs. If I miss
a block, behind me you have girls like Kelly
and Ashley Potts flying around that are hitting
balls that I didn’t realize were possible to get.”
Both Elmore, the tournament’s most valuable player, and senior defensive specialist
Kelly Potts said the weekend served as a confidence boost in WKU’s defending abilities.
“The defense has been our main focus for
the entire preseason, and now we’re seeing
it finally come along,” Potts said. “It’s like a
domino effect. When one person gets that hit,
we know we can get the next one too. It’s so
much fun because that’s the spark that gets the
whole team going.”
That spark is one that Potts, who was a
redshirt freshman in 2006, said will keep the
Lady Toppers “believing” when they play at
home for the first time this season in the WKU
Tournament.
The Lady Toppers play host to Virginia
Tech and Missouri on Friday before concluding the tournament against Tennessee Tech and
Central Arkansas on Saturday.

The defense has been our
main focus for the entire preseason, and now
we’re seeing it ﬁnally come
along. It's like a domino
effect. When one person
gets that hit, we know we
can get the next one too. "
—KELLY POTTS
Senior defensive specialist

“Travis has been saying all along that
this team is special, and I’m starting to realize that,” Potts said. “I’ve been a part of the
WKU volleyball program for five years now,
and this team is nothing like any other team I
have been a part of. We have everything that
is needed, and slowly we are starting to put it
all together.”

Help Want ed
I.T. Computer Technicians
Support Nerds is looking for experienced I.T. Techs.
Learn More & Apply SupportNerds.com/job

Before School Programs
Community Education seeks applicants for before
school programs at elementary schools. Part-time for
10 hours per week. Must be available to work
DP0)0XVWEHGHSHQGDEOHÀH[LEOH
nurturing, have reliable transportation, driver’s
license, good communication skills. Obtain
application at www.commed.us
<http://www.commed.us/>.
Apply at 1227 Westen Ave.
Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims but
cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads, especially when
asked to send money or provide credit card information The College Heights Herald is not
UHVSRQVLEOHIRUWKHFRQWHQWRUYDOLGLW\RIWKHVHSDLGFODVVL¿HGDGV
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CROSS COUNTRY

Lady Tops finish runner-up at first meet
By SAM OSBORNE
sports@chherald.com

The WKU women’s cross country
team knew it would have a gaping
hole to fill when Janet Jesang graduated last spring.
Now the Lady Toppers lack
All-American experience, but they
showed Friday that they’re still
poised to make some noise in the
2010 season.
“We lost some very good talent
from last year’s team,” Head Coach
Erik Jenkins said. “But Marion
Kandie and Michelle Finn stepped
up, and we have a group of young
girls that have come in and shown
they can mentally prepare and step
up.”
WKU opened its season on Friday with a runner-up finish at the
Belmont Opener. Vanderbilt, defending champion of the Opener
and cohost of the event, notched the

COLUMN

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

There was a lot to like, such as
junior running back Bobby Rainey’s
career-high 155 yards on 30 carries.
There was sophomore quarterback
Kawaun Jakes, who came back from
an interception to complete 12-of-22
passes for 120 yards.
And despite what Pelini said,
Nebraska’s defense looked legit for
much of the game. At times, WKU
played the part, too. It just took 30
minutes for Taggart and company
to become accustomed to the crowd
noise in Memorial Stadium along
with the size and speed advantage
held by the Huskers.
The WKU offense crossed midfield just once during the whole first
half — thanks to a Nebraska penalty
— then scored 10 points in the second
half and should have had more.
“Some people came out and
weren’t prepared for the crowd, but
we just got relaxed,” sophomore
quarterback Kawaun Jakes said.

win with 27 points while the Lady
Toppers’ 59 points placed them a
distant second. Alabama was third,
Lipscomb fourth, and Middle Tennessee State and Belmont tied for
fifth place.
Jenkins said he
saw room for improvement.
But
given the situation,
he was pleased.
“It was outstanding showing
by the women’s
team,”
Jenkins
said. “We’re noJENKINS
where near where
we want to be, but we have a group
of girls that will work hard to succeed.”
Senior Marion Kandie led WKU
with a time of 14:13.87 in the 4,000
meters, taking home first place. Kandie and junior Michelle Finn are expected to fill Jesang’s four-time All-

Then, as Jakes put it, the Toppers
started playing football like WKU
wanted to play football.
Rainey — as good as advertised
— broke a 46-yard run and looked
prepped to score and make it 28-10 in
the third quarter. Instead, the ball was
stripped. Nebraska regained possession, and the next thing the Toppers
knew, it was 35-3.
Rainey found the end zone on
WKU’s next drive to make it 35-10.
The score could have been 28-17 at
that point. There could have been a
ball game with more than 15 minutes
to play.
But the Toppers only caught some
excellence on Saturday — at least the
beginning of something good.
There’s room for improvement
in a spotty defense and non-existent
receiving corps, along with an excessive seven penalties.
The next test begins entering week
two. WKU showcased potential along
with its normal share of problems.
Now, unlike last season, isn’t the
time to hang it up. Now the chase for
more than a moral victory begins.

American shoes.
“I did well,” Kandie said. “We
need to work on our speed, but I was
pleased overall.”
Finn finished third in the
4,000 meters, clocking a time of
14:24.82.
Women’s Distance Coach Michelle Murphy Scott said she was
pleasantly surprised with the Lady
Toppers’ second-place finish.
“We did very well,” Murphy Scott
said. “They did much better than I
expected in their first meet.”
The Belmont Opener did have a
men’s division, but the WKU men’s
team did not compete. The Toppers
begin their 2010 campaign Sept. 18
at home in the Old Timers Classic at
Kereiakes Park.
The Old Timers Classic is a dual
men’s and women’s meet and, along
with the Sun Belt Championships
on Oct. 30, the only home meet for
WKU this season.

BARNES

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

As far as Stout’s injury is concerned, the groin strain is something of a reoccurrence.
Nearly a year to the day, she
suffered the same injury in a 3-0
loss to Memphis. She was forced
to miss the next two games before returning 12 days later to face
Kentucky in the University of Kentucky Tournament.
This time around, Stout pulled
it in warm-ups while practicing her
long kicks. Stout remained in the
game into the 17th minute, but the
coaching staff told her they’d rather her rest instead of risking further
aggravation.
Though it’s unclear if Stout will
be ready for action Friday against
Ball State, Barnes said she’s ready
because her teammates and coaches
already showed faith in her.
“That gave me enough confidence to know I can do it myself,”
Barnes said.

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Sophomore quarterback Kawaun Jakes said
the crowd of 85,555
at Memorial Stadium
rattled WKU for nearly
three quarters, allowing
Nebraska to jump out
to a 28-0 lead before junior kicker Casey Tinius
spoiled the shutout with
a 25-yard field goal.
“Some people came
out and weren’t prepared
for the crowd, but we just
got relaxed,” Jakes said.
“The coaches gave us
some positive words, and
we tried to play Western
football.”
In last year’s season
opener at Tennessee,
WKU held the Volunteers
scoreless for the entire first
quarter. Nebraska redshirt
freshman quarterback Taylor Martinez put the Huskers up 7-0 Saturday night
with a 46-yard touchdown
scramble before anyone
could blink an eye.
“Some of those guys
get out and hear the crowd,
and they let it bother them
a lot, and that happens if
you’re not used to it,” Taggart said. “They played
Tennessee last year and ...
one crowd isn’t going to
make you used to it. But
we still could have played
a lot better no matter what
the crowd was doing.”
The Toppers eventually found a rhythm, scoring
their 10 points on drives of
67 yards and 80 yards.
Even Rainey gained
steam as the game went
on. After rushing for just
54 yards on 15 carries in
the first half, the junior
collected 101 yards on
the same number of attempts in the second.
“All of the positives
came from the second half,” Rainey said.
“That’s when we calmed
down really. If we start
out like that and end like
that, we’ll be okay.”

7

WKU will have to
piece an entire game
together if its wants to
challenge Kentucky in
Lexington on Sept. 11
-- where the Toppers’ 21game losing streak began
two years ago.
Martinez, shining in
his Nebraska debut, introduced himself to the
Lincoln crowd by digging a hole for the Toppers — a hole that Taggart said they can’t afford
as they move forward.
“That hurt,” Taggart
said. “It hurt a lot. We
knew we had to make
them earn anything they
got, and we didn’t do that.
We gave up big plays, and
you can’t do that against a
team like this.
“We’re going to be fine.
We’re going to win some
ballgames — no concerns
about
that.”
Rainey said
after the
game
that his
careerhigh 155
rushing
RAINEY
yards
meant nothing to him —
that all they represented
was another notch on the
nation’s longest losing
streak.
But Rainey also said
he doesn’t want anyone
comparing the current
team to the one that went
0-12 last season.
WKU folded with the
lead numerous times in
the fourth quarter last
year, but if the Toppers
find themselves in a similar situation this season,
Rainey said they plan on
closing out the win.
“We’re a totally different team (than last
year),” he said. “The outcome didn’t show it, but
we’ve just got to eliminate the mistakes that we
made. We’re nothing like
last year, and the future
will show it.”
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VOLLEYBALL

Lady Tops' defense
keeps team believing
By EMILY PATTON
sports@chherald.com

Head Coach Travis Hudson
has been waiting a long time, but
that’s all over now.
Hudson, in his 16th season of
coaching volleyball at WKU, saw
his wait for a team as talented as
this year’s squad
finally end as the
Lady Toppers
went 3-0 and
won the Xavier
Invitational in
Cincinnati last
weekend.
“I’ve had a
strong
belief
all along in this HUDSON
team, and they are starting to believe now too,” Hudson said.
WKU (5-2) claimed wins
against Northeastern and IPFW
before facing top-ranked tournament host Xavier in Saturday’s
final game.
The two teams split the first
sets as the WKU offense struggled, but it was then that the

Lady Toppers’ defense stepped
up to defeat the Musketeers, 3-1
(25-18, 18-25, 25-12, 25-21),
and claimed the tournament title.
“We split the first two
games with (Xavier), and it
kind of got us rattled a bit,”
Hudson said. “Offensively,
we were just OK, but we just
wouldn’t quit. We just kept
coming after them.”
Hudson, who has been stressing both defense and believing
to his team, said he finally saw
those things being achieved over
the weekend.
While the WKU offense has
carried the team for the past two
weeks, the defense took its turn
for a combined 69 digs and 13
blocks against Xavier.
Three WKU players were
named to the all-tournament
team because of defense, including junior middle hitter Tiffany
Elmore, sophomore outside hitter Jordyn Skinner and freshman
setter Melanie Stutsman.
SEE DEFENSE, PAGE 6

COLUMN

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHRISTIAN RANDOLPH/LINCOLN JOURNAL STAR

Senior wide receiver Quinterrance Cooper drags down Huskers receiver Niles Paul during Saturday’s game
at Memorial Stadium in Lincoln, Neb. The Toppers fell to the Huskers 49-10.

Silver lining

Tops see improvement during second half at Nebraska
By ZACH GREENWELL
sports@chherald.com

It didn’t mean much to the outcome when
Bobby Rainey bowled his way into the end zone
for a 5-yard score — WKU’s lone touchdown of
the game — during the fourth quarter Saturday
night at Nebraska.
But the junior running back’s dash up the
middle, which capped an 80-yard drive, resonated much deeper with the Toppers than the 49-10
loss displayed on the scoreboard when it was all
over in Lincoln, Neb.
For a WKU squad that was held to six punts
in the first half and went into the locker room

Photo gallery online at
wkuherald.com/sports
trailing 21-0, clawing its way to 10 second-half
points showed Head Coach Willie Taggart that
the Toppers have some grit.
“I feel like we’ve gotten better from where
we were, and our guys didn’t quit,” Taggart said.
“We’re going to go back and evaluate this film
and correct our mistakes — make sure we don’t
make the same mistakes twice.”
The mistakes were evident for the Toppers.
SEE TOPS, PAGE 7

There's lots to like about
Toppers' season opener
While the WKU football
team chased Nebraska quarterback Taylor Martinez throughout much of its 49-10 loss last
Saturday, it’s fair to say the
Toppers caught at least some
excellence in the process.
Was it a win? No.
Was it progress? No doubt.
This was no David Elson
opener. No “check please”
and dash guaranteed game.
No, because this 49-10 score
looked much different than the
63-7 drubbing that Tennessee
slapped on WKU last season.
The Toppers walked away
on Saturday knowing they
stuck to the game plan to run
the ball against one of the expected top defenses in the nation. The game was free of
major injury, and Head Coach
Willie Taggart said after the
game that he didn’t see any

JONATHAN LINTNER
Thoughts from the Jon
sports@chherald.com
quit in his squad.
The only “embarrassment,”
as Nebraska coach Bo Pelini
put it, came from the Huskers.
So after the 2010 opener, the
Toppers didn’t hang their heads
like they did a year ago.
“Don’t like the outcome, but
I like our football team,” Taggart said.
SEE COLUMN, PAGE 7

SOCCER

Stout's injury yields opportunity for Barnes
By M. BLAKE HARRISON
sports@chherald.com

When junior goalkeeper Libby Stout
exited last Friday night’s game with a
groin strain, the remaining 74 minutes of
action were placed into the hands of Katlyn Barnes.
The game against Evansville — a 4-0
victory for WKU — was the first live action in the redshirt freshman’s career.
Considering the circumstances, Head
Coach Jason Neidell said he thought
Barnes handled it well.
“I thought Katlyn Barnes came in and
did a nice job off the bench,” Neidell said.
“It’s a difficult situation to be in.”
Difficult, perhaps, but Barnes was not
willing to show if she was fazed.
Barnes fielded all four of the Purple
Aces’ shots, earning saves on three of
them.
“I was ready to get out there and show
what I can do,” Barnes said. “It was good

nerves. It was excitement.”
Stepping into a shutout and replacing
a starter in Stout, selected to her second
consecutive preseason All-Sun Belt Conference team entering the 2010 season,
was no easy task. But Stout, whose 22 career shutouts rank atop the program’s alltime leader board, said every goalie hopes
to be ready when her number is called.
Since she played right away as a true
freshman, Stout said she can imagine what
it was like for Barnes.
“You know you’re going to be nervous
going into a game, so you’ve basically just
got to keep yourself focused and mentally
into the game,” Stout said. “I’m proud of
her because she was nervous going in, and
she did a good job.”
Stout added that she has always tried to
keep Barnes confident and that getting the
first win of the season was good for the
Lady Tops’ morale.
SEE BARNES, PAGE 7
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Sophomore midfielder Sydney Sisler rises above the other players along side Evansville
sophomore defender Olivia Robinson to head bump the ball during the Toppers’ 4-0 win at
the WKU Soccer Complex Friday evening.
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