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SOCCER

Lady Tops home
again, looking to
halt losing skid

By AUSTIN LANTER
sports@wkuherald.com

Coming home couldn’t happen soon
enough for the WKU soccer team.

The Lady Toppers (5-5, 0-2) are cur-
rently on a three-game losing streak with
all three of those losses coming on the
road.

But WKU's home field has been kind.
The Lady Toppers boast a 4-1 record at the
WKU Soccer Complex with their only loss
coming to nationally ranked Memphis.

“We’ve played some good teams on
the road,” Head Coach Jason Neidell said.
“We’ve played Vanderbilt, Rice, North
Texas and Denver on the road. Those are
four of the best teams on our schedule.

“I think the quality of the opponent has
something to do with it. And obviously
that road trip to North Texas and Denver
is among the toughest for any Division I
team in soccer.”

Senior forward Amanda Buechel is
looking forward to getting back home and
into a routine again.

The Lady Toppers host Arkansas-Little
Rock at 6 p.m. Friday and Arkansas State
at 1 p.m. Sunday at the WKU Soccer
Complex.

“I think it’s just mental things,” she
said. “It’s different when you’re on the
road. It’s a lot of traveling and stuff and
you’ve got to get out of the funk. Here,
we’re doing our normal daily routine and
we just get out there and get after it.”

Buechel said she thought the team was
prepared for the road games, but they
weren’t bringing their best out there. She
added that there were ‘“tiny moments”
when the Lady Toppers weren’t “awake”
or being consistent enough.

The Lady Toppers have averaged two
goals per match when playing at home,
but less than one when playing on the
road. They have also allowed 10 goals on
the road compared to three at home.

“Our attacking play hasn’t been very
productive (recently),” Neidell said. “You
have to get shots and you have to create
chances to score in the game of soccer.
Against Rice a few weeks back we had
enough chances, but this past weekend we
certainly didn’t have enough chances to
win soccer games.”

With four home matches over the next
two weekends, senior midfielder Kelsey
Meyer said the team has an opportunity
to gain some momentum that it hopes to
carry for the rest of the season.

“I’'m not trying to make excuses, but
it’s hard to go and play somewhere else,”
Meyer said. “Just getting these wins this
weekend at home will be good for us and
we’ll just carry that throughout the rest of
the road games this year.”

Being focused and staying consistent
throughout the matches will be the key for
this weekend, according to Meyer.

Buechel agreed with that notion.

“We need to show up for each game
and get the result and put some in the back
of the net,” Buechel said. “It’s just going
to be a lot of hard work — getting in tack-
les and getting in energy to get us a win.”

Despite the three-game losing streak,
Neidell is pleased with the way his team
responded in the Denver game after a poor
performance against North Texas two days
earlier.

“I like the way our kids are keeping
their heads up and keep battling,” he said.
“Good things will come to people who
keep working hard.”
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CROSS COUNTRY

Toppers preparing for
more competitive meet

By MERCEDES TRENT

sports@wkuherald.com

The results will tell all when the WKU cross
country teams finish their run on Saturday.

A larger meet showcasing anywhere from 40 to
50 teams, the Greater Louisville Classic, will give
the Toppers their first chance to measure them-
selves against the competition.

“I’'m excited about the opportunity to test our-
selves in a NCAA district-level competition,”
Head Coach Emeritus Curtiss Long said. “It’s a
fast course. It’ll be very well officiated and there
are outstanding people in the race. You get a
chance to measure each position on your team.”

The meet will feature local teams Louisville —
the meet’s host — and Eastern Kentucky Univer-
sity, both of which are nationally ranked.

“This is our preview meet so we anticipate
there’ll be some outstanding teams there,” Long
said.

Last year the Toppers came in behind 30 other
teams, despite having one runner claim second
place individually.

This year WKU has higher hopes as a team.

“I know going into this meet that we could be
possibly a top contender — in the top three,” ju-
nior Landon Taylor said.

Gauging the men and women’s team perfor-
mance this weekend is Long’s primary concern.

“I want to see how well our top three guys do,”
Long said. “And then obviously I want to see how
close our team finishes. If we could finish within a
minute of each other from one to five, we’ll have
had an outstanding meet.”

The women’s team, which claimed fifth last
year, looks for similar development.

“This meet is getting more and more competi-
tive every year,” women’s distance coach Michelle
Scott said. “So really I'm just going to say, “Try for
top ten’ and we’ll try our best and just keep mov-
ing forward from there.”

Discovering how to move through the traffic
that develops in bigger meets will be a key factor
in the meet, Long said.

“I think the big challenge...is that we need to
be able to learn how to position ourselves in a big
meet so that we’re in position to have a chance to
succeed in the late stages of the race,” Long said.
“You can get yourself behind people that aren’t as

good as you are and then you got to fight your way
up through.

“We’re looking at this as the first experience
of getting out fast, getting under control, and po-
sitioning ourselves well so that we’re successful
throughout the race.”

In anticipation of the faster course the Toppers
will tackle this weekend, the team has done a little
more speed work and focused on strong, quick fin-
ishes in practice.

“We’re trying to get ourselves acclimated to
that faster, early pace you see at the national-level
meet,” Long said.

As with the last meet, held at Kereiakes Park,
the freshmen, who are unaccustomed to running
in such large meets, will be “one of the intriguing
factors of the weekend,” Long said.

Taylor said it will “open their eyes up a little
bit.”

“But I know they’ll compete well,” Taylor said.
“I have faith in them. They know how to run.”

Sean Hurd is one such freshman but feels
he is “where (he) needs to be” for Saturday’s
meet.

“I’ll have to go out with the front pack,” Hurd
said. “T’ll have to stay with them because the first
mile of the race is going to be pretty fast. So I have
to go out with them and just try to hold on and run
my own pace.”

While the women’s team is not primarily con-
cerned with freshmen runners, Scott believes the
second-tier runners will seal the meet for the Lady
Toppers.

Scott expects senior Marion Kandie — the
Lady Topper’s leading competitor — to be “‘some-
where near the front,” finishing close to the top
five place she took last year.

Seniors Michelle Finn and Vasity Chemweno
are expected to follow close behind Kandie, but
Scott said the four, five, six, and seven runners are
“the key” for the team.

The chance to race in a more competitive meet
will help set the pace for the rest of the training
season, according to Long.

“You’ve got a chance in a big meet to perform,”
Long said. “Whether you perform to expectation
or hope or potential, we’ll find out. But any way
that we race I want them to give this a full shot and
then we’ll learn something from it.

“We’ll move on to the next meet stronger.”



VOLLEYBALL
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'Quarterback' Stutsman running WKU's offense

By LUCAS AULBACH
sports@wkuherald.com

The Lady Topper volleyball team leads
the Sun Belt in four out of five major of-
fensive categories, boasts a 15-1 record
and is currently ranked No. 29 in the
country.

A major reason for that, according to
the players and Head Coach Travis Hud-
son, is sophomore setter Melanie Stut-
sman.

“She’s basically the quarterback, like
on a football team,” sophomore defensive
specialist Ashley Potts said. “She runs ev-
erything. We get the pass up to her and
she delivers it to our hitters.”

Head Coach Travis Hudson said the
job of the setter, who gets almost all of the
assists in most matches, is to pass the ball
to the hitters after the back court players
get it to her.

He kept with the football comparison
in describing Stutsman’s role in the of-
fense.

“The setter handles that second ball,
just like when a ball gets snapped to the
quarterback from the center,” he said.
“With your setter, it’s not always her fault
if we’re not playing well offensively. But
it’s always her responsibility, just like it is
with a quarterback. She has to literally be
a coach on the floor.”

Stutsman, who was an honorable men-
tion All-American last season, has lived
up to her high expectations this season.

She leads the conference in total as-
sists with 616 — almost 200 more than

She's basically the
quarterback, like on a
football team. She runs
everything.

—ASHLEY POTTS

Defensive specialist

the next closest athlete — and assists per
setat 11.2.

But Stutsman credited her teammates
for her success so far this season.

“We’ve got some really good setters in
our league, so to come in with the assists
lead is really exciting,” she said. “But I
have to give a lot of the credit to the de-
fense for giving me a lot of balls I can set
up, and I have to give a lot of credit to the
hitters, too, for getting a lot of kills.”

Stutsman said she wasn’t happy with
how she started the season.

“I’ve been focusing more on what I
need to do to get better, and I’m starting
to do better than I have been doing. So
hopefully I can keep improving,” she said.

Stutsman's work in practice paid off
last Friday, when she set a new career-
high in assists with 56 against Arkansas-
Little Rock.

Hudson said he expects the Stutsman
to get even better.

“There’s always going to be more that
I want from her, and she knows that,” he
said. “I’m probably as hard on her as I am
anybody in our gym every day, but she’s a
gifted kid and she has the potential to con-
tinue to improve and grow as a player.”

Stutsman and the rest of the Lady Top-
pers have a chance to improve this week-
end at a tournament in Florida, where
they’ll take on Florida International (10-
3, 2-0) at 5:30 p.m. tonight and Florida
Atlantic (3-11, 0-2) at 1 p.m. Saturday.

FIU will be retiring the jersey of four-
time All-American Yarimar Rosa, who
played during the 2006-2009 seasons, af-
ter the match. Hudson said he expects the
gym to be full and loud.

“They’re a great team, and it’s going
to be bananas in there (tonight),” he said.
“Their talent level is always as good as
anybody in the league. I think it’s the big-
gest challenge we have left, so we know
we’ve got our hands full there.”

Stutsman said that the Lady Toppers
are ready to play.

“It’s going to be a big road match.
It’s going to be wild in that gym,” she
said. “But I love playing against big road
crowds. It gets me hyped, so I'm excited.
We’re all excited. They’re going to be a
really good opponent for us.”

CHRIS WILSON/HERALD
Sophomore setter Melanie Stutsman sets the ball against Arkansas State in Diddle Arena on Satur-
day. WKU, now ranked No. 29 nationally, swept the Red Wolves for their 12th straight win.



