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A NEW KIND OF

ANIMAL

DSU opens
to students,
welcomes
new additions

BY LASHANA HARNEY AND TREY CRUMBIE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

A

fter two years of watching and waiting, Downing Student Union finally opened Monday.
The $49 million renovations on DSU began as a Student Government Association initiative in 2011 to update the food services, meeting spaces and plumbing, electrical and
mechanical utilities.
In preparation for how DSU would look, several students and faculty embarked on a three-day
trip to tour university student centers at about seven different universities, including Northern
Kentucky, Cincinnati and Ohio University before renovations began.
Bryan Russell, chief facilities officer, said the trip yielded useful information.
“When we came back we all presented collages of what we liked best,” he said. “We asked what
the students wanted and then that’s what we tried to create.”

WHAT'S ONLINE AT

WKUHERALD.COM

Video of president ransdell's
ice bucket challenge
BRIA GRANVILLE/HERALD

ABOVE: The new main lobby area of the Downing Student Union features an atrium.

JAKE POPE/HERALD

TOP: Upon completion of renovations, the Centennial Mall side of DSU is now open.
The opening of DSU has been long
awaited and everyone from students to
administrators have been affected.
Russell said students, faculty and staff
have been overwhelmed by the 44-yearold building’s transformation.
“We’ve even had some walk in and
start crying,” Russell said.
Kathryn Costello, vice president for
Development and Alumni Relations,
said alumni have been very impressed
that the renovated building will mostly
serve students.
“It is a very grand building,” Costello
said.
Brandon Faller, a Smiths Grove senior,
just saw the finished renovation for the
first time.

“It’s really more open, more vibrant
feeling. It’s definitely an improvement
being able to walk all over the building,
to see the changes they have made,”
Faller said.
Shawnee, Kansas senior Jake Thompson said the building looked “immaculate” and was happy to finally see the
constant construction on the building
come to an end.
“It did make things a little bit more difficult, getting around and stuff,” he said.
“Especially when like half of the building was closed at a time.”
The inside of the building is not the
only thing that has changed. A little
more than a year ago, students still
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dents. Students have been
charged a $70 fee each semester to pay for the renovations, a fee not everyone
MEETING
SPACES
is happy with.
“I might feel like a lot of
CENTER FOR
AUDITORIUM
this is a little bit unnecesCAREER & PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT
SPIRIT
sary,” Garner said.
MASTERS
A
Although the building is
G
S
MEETING
S
E
“90
percent” open accordC
SPACES
I
ERV
MEETING
NG S
ing to Russell, there are still
SPACES
JUDICIAL AFFAIRS
DINI
parts of the building being
worked on. The ceiling tiles
SGA
on the third floor are still
DEPARTMENT OF
STUDENT ACTIVITIES
being installed. There are
CAMPUS ACTIVITIES
several clocks missing in the
BOARD
atrium. Other portions, including a conference room,
will be completed in the
coming weeks.
DSU currently houses several student activity and dining locations and will be
DSU
welcoming new food venues such as Steak ’n Shake
Continued from front
and Burrito Bowl.
referred to DSU as DUC.
Dan Chaney, project manager of Capital ConstrucRussellville sophomore Sara Garner said despite tion, said Steak ’n Shake will be open in the coming
the name change, she still calls the building DUC.
weeks. Some students are looking excited for the new
“I like tradition,” Garner said. “I’ve always known it restaurant.
as DUC because I grew up around Bowling Green. It’s
“I’m looking forward to having some Steak ’n Shake
always been DUC.”
on the go,” Elizabethtown junior Harrison Isom said.
Students have had to bear the grunt of the project. “It’s really cool that they take our Dining Dollars and
About 70 percent of the project was paid for by stu-

Meal Plans.”
Steak ’n Shake will be open in the next few weeks.
Other additions opening up at DSU include a 24hour study space a recreational lounge, large meeting rooms, new offices for staff and student organizations, a passport center in the post office, and a
location for Nite Class.
“Nite Class is an open venue where people can
have private events,” Chaney said. “It used to be
downstairs next to Subway and the post office, but it
got a whole new look and actually a new addition to
the building.”
Several organizations and businesses have been affected by the renovations. The WKU Store temporarily relocated to the Garrett Conference Center, and in
August 2013 moved into its permanent location on
the ground level of DSU.
The ground floor also contains more space for a US
Bank and an Apple Store.
“When we first opened last year, there was still
construction going on around the store, customers
had a hard time getting to us; it really hurt us. We’re
in much better shape this year,” said Gary Meszaros,
assistant vice president of Business and Auxiliary
Services.
There will be many ceremonies celebrating the
opening of DSU, including a ribbon-cutting ceremony at 4:30 p.m. on Friday.
President Gary Ransdell said he was glad that the
grand opening has arrived.
“Boy, what a building transformation,” he said.
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Graves-Gilbert Clinic and WKU partnership begins

March 19

April 15

JAKE POPE/HERALD

Due to recent budget cuts, WKU Health Services has been privatized and is now managed by the Graves-Gilbert Clinic.

The initial contract will run
through 2018 with a five-year
contract renewal option.
Thorn said he was enthusiastic about Graves-Gilbert
Clinic at WKU and hopes the
relationship lasts a decade or
longer.
“We think we can provide
Western with quality healthcare services,” Thorn said.
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Ransdell said he anticipates
Graves-Gilbert Clinic to break
even for the first few years.
WKU’s involvement does
not end there. A volunteer advisory committee made up of
students, faculty and staff will
offer feedback to Graves-Gilbert Clinic on what it can improve on. The committee will
provide feedback as long as
the contract remains in effect.

din

erating budget for the 20142015 fiscal year, according to
the contract between GravesGilbert Clinic and WKU.
Thorn said he anticipates it
will cost less to run GravesGilbert Clinic at WKU than
before it was privatized, but
admitted he doesn’t know the
actual cost.
“We don’t know what the actual numbers will be,” Thorn
said.
The contract states GravesGilbert Clinic will use about
half of the Partners for Health
building, formerly called the
WKU Health Services building, to provide patient care.
The other half of the building
will house most of the WKU
faculty of the Communication
Disorders department.
Although WKU is no longer
operating the health clinic,
the university can still make
money. If Graves-Gilbert Clinic makes more than $200,000
in profit annually, it owes
the next $100,000 to WKU,
according to the contract.

Bid

After a summer of combing
through bidders and ironing
out a contract, WKU Health
Services has been privatized.
Graves-Gilbert Clinic took
over WKU Health Services
Aug. 1 after the decision to
privatize the health clinic
came five months prior. WKU
Health Services will now be renamed Graves-Gilbert Clinic
at WKU.
Chris Thorn, CEO of GravesGilbert Clinic, said services offered at Graves-Gilbert Clinic
at WKU include allergy shots,
contraceptives,
physicals
and a small over-the-counter
drug shop. No services were
reduced or eliminated during
the privatization process.
Graves-Gilbert Clinic still accepts most insurance plans,
including student insurance,
Tricare and Medicaid. Co-pays
and deductibles can be paid
via Big Red Card or by cash or
credit.
The health clinic is now open
on Saturdays and has extended hours during the weekdays.
Thorn said the times would
better serve the clients.
“We took at it and said, ‘You
know, people don’t get sick
eight to four,’” Thorn said.
Other
accommodations
have been made to serve patients. Bryan Russell, chief
facilities officer of WKU, said
the parking lot in front of the
building was increased by
24 spots. The expansion cost
around $150,000 and was paid

with reserve funds from WKU
Health Services. The parking
lot will mainly be used for patients.
The staff at Graves-Gilbert
Clinic has yet to be finalized,
but Gary Meszaros, vice president of Auxiliary Services, said
it would be less than the approximate 26 staff members
that worked at WKU Health
Services before it was privatized.
Thorn said four or five WKU
Health Services employees
were rehired at Graves-Gilbert
at WKU. Meszaros said others
were rehired at different places, both on and off-campus.
Howard Bailey, vice president of Student Affairs, said a
psychiatrist was also added to
personnel. WKU Health Services did not have one in the
past.
President Gary Ransdell said
about 35 companies sought
information from WKU, but
Graves-Gilbert Clinic was the
final bidder. Ransdell said
Graves-Gilbert Clinic was
picked because it was a good
match.
“They were most interested
and I think it fit their corporate profile and their desire to
serve this part of the broader
community,” he said.
The health clinic is open to
the entire community, but
Thorn said faculty, staff and
students would be of primary
concern.
A subsidy of about $1.1 million used to operate WKU
Health Services will now be
applied to balance WKU’s op-
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BY TREY CRUMBIE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

May 23

Late MayEarly June

July 10 July 24

August 1

Timeline of Privatization

Crime reports

• Franklin senior William Baxter reported his cellphone stolen from his
desk in the Mass Media and Technology Hall on Aug. 19. Estimated value
of the stolen item is $664.99.
• Alvaton junior Zachery Lane, Keen
Hall, reported his laptop stolen from
his car on Aug. 23 while parked in
front of Keen. Estimated value of the
stolen item is $1,600.
• Police arrested Owensboro junior
Jason Green, Barnes-Campbell Hall,
on a Warren County E-warrant for failure to appear/pay on a disregarding
traffic control device charge on Aug.
24 in Barnes. He also had a Daviess
County warrant for failure to pay on
an improper equipment charge.

Look on

WKUHERALd.com
MIKE CLARK/HERALD

Students walk toward Cherry Hall on the first day of classes at WKU on Aug. 25 in Bowling Green.

Students gear up for new year
BY SHANTEL-ANN PETTWAY
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

On Monday, new and returning students flooded the streets of
campus to begin a new chapter in
their student careers.
For some students, returning to
school can be as nerve-racking as

ICYMI
BY TREY CRUMBIE

NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

• John All survives fall: Geology professor John All survived
a 70-foot fall down a crevasse in
the Himalayas in May. All, who
documented his climb out of the
crevasse and his rescue via social
media, received international media attention.
• New Gatton Academy Director: Lynette Breedlove was named
as the replacement for Tim Gott,
who became principal of Palmetto
Scholars Academy, as Gatton’s

when you first began college.
“There is pressure on me to do
better than I did my freshman year,”
Nashville sophomore Erica Minter
said. “I tell myself to take things
one day at a time because planning ahead doesn’t guarantee a
perfect student career.”
Some students are more laid

back and are ready to tackle the
day with an enthusiastic attitude.
“Every first day is a new beginning,” Louisville junior Reginald
Speight said. “It’s all about the
spirit you have going into your
classes and a positive spirit gives
good results.”

director in May. Breedlove is the
second director of the academy.
• New Director of Recruitment
and Admissions: Jace Lux was
named director of Recruitment and
Admissions in June. Lux, former
forensics director, is responsible
for developing and implementing
recruitment programs to achieve
the university’s enrollment goals.
• WKU is chosen as new host for
CCSA: In July, the Cooperative Center for Study Abroad chose WKU as
it’s new host for the next four years.
The CCSA is an organization made
up of several colleges and universities that coordinate Study Abroad
trips in English-speaking countries.
•New University Registrar: Tiffany Robinson, university registrar,
replaced Freida Eggleton, who
retired after 28 years. Robinson

started on Aug. 4. The university
registrar has multiple responsibilities, including producing the annual undergraduate catalog, course
registration and grade submissions
and changes.
•Roundabout opens: The roundabout that connects U.S. 31-W, Loving Way and University Boulevard
opened on Aug. 8 after months
of construction. The goal of the
roundabout is to reduce traffic congestion and accidents in the area.
• 1355 Kentucky St. Apartments
open: The WKU Apartments on
1355 Kentucky St. opened for
juniors, seniors and graduate
students on Aug. 11. There are 95
two-bedroom units and 32 onebedroom units. The $19.5 million
apartment complex addresses the
high housing demand for students.

For an
interactive
crime map
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OPINION

Have an opinion? Tweet us
@wkuherald or find us on Facebook
at WKUHerald. Let us know your
thoughts about the editorial or
write us with what is on your mind.

TWEETS FROM

It's easy
being
green

THE HILL

@WKUGaryRansdell: Today is the
day! My ALS Ice Bucket Challenge
with @WKUPhiDelt 5 pm at the
Guthrie Tower #WKU
— Sent 2:59 PM - 22 Aug 2014

@JessicaMDobson: I'm confused
why the same group of girls go after all of the decently attractive athletes at WKU... You aren't slick lol
— Sent 1:41 PM - 24 Aug 2014
@Alex_England_: The Sorority Girls
are to turnt right now. #WKU
— Sent 2:31 PM - 24 Aug 2014

@bkruseiizbrutal: Why doesn't
#WKU just buy the old Wendy's and
make it into a commuter lot? They
can even call it "Wendy's Lot"
— Sent 11:10 AM - 24 Aug 2014

Big Red is going green. Why aren’t you?

THE ISSUE: WKU is working to improve
environmental practices, but students
lack involvement.
OUR STANCE: Student participation
could make WKU a leading university in
sustainability.

W

KU’s campus contains environmentally friendly practices everywhere you turn, but the
efforts are wasted if students don’t
do their part.
Recycling services on the Hill
couldn’t be easier to use. WKU is
littered with single-stream recycling bins, meaning you don’t even
have to sort out your recycling. Regardless, every year these bins get
treated as additional garbage cans.
Sara Hutchison, WKU’s recycling
and surplus coordinator, estimates
that an average of 50 percent of
waste on campus could be recycled, but large amounts are going
in the trash. Increased usage of the
recycling containers throughout
campus, as well as student participation in helping to recycle, could
change that.
WKU has only one full-time employee dedicated to picking up all
of the recycling on campus. According to Hutchinson, students
picking an area to monitor for recycling pick-ups could drastically
help the amount of recycled material we produce.
Downing Student Union and the
new Honors College and Interna-

tional Center are designed to receive
Leadership in Environmental and
Energy Design certifications. They’ll
be joining Gary Ransdell Hall in the
ranks of on-campus buildings with
LEED certifications. New floors are
being made from recycled glass. Spacious windows allow for maximum
natural lighting. Locally sourced
lumber is used for construction.
Parking is obviously a huge problem this year. With around 250
parking spaces missing from campus, driving is looking much less attractive. WKU students could complain and fight over parking spaces,
or they could grab a bike and start
riding. Big Red Bike rentals are free
to students, and we have four bike
repair stations on campus.
There are several rain-collection
reservoirs around campus, and some
are used to water flower gardens. They
keep our campus beautiful without
wasting a drop of water. Sadly, even
with water fountains available in
nearly every building on campus, students will still use disposable plastic
bottles.
Fresh Food Company has produced no waste since installing
their famous compost machine.
Everything you throw away is composted and used on local farmland.
Even the straws and napkins are
completely compostable.
Additionally, this semester Fresh
is premiering its tower gardens.
Spices used to season the food are
being grown right inside the facil-

ity. Locally produced dairy and
wheat products are used in Fresh
as well.
WKU buildings have a carefully
managed LED lighting system that
only keeps lights on when rooms
are in use. Students can do their
part and turn out the lights or
throw open their windows for natural lighting during the day.
Even students living off campus
could improve. Cut down on the
electric bill by opening the blinds.
Take advantage of Bowling Green’s
recycling services. Partake in the
local farmer’s market.
Of course, WKU does fall short
on some things. Many of the older
dorms on campus aren’t pioneering
sustainability practices. There isn’t
a convenient way to recycle glass
on the main campus. Even with its
pitfalls, one of the biggest things
WKU is doing right is sustainability.
Students should follow suit.
WKU could be known for helping to save the planet. Students can
sign up for a ‘green tour’ of campus
to see for themselves what’s being
done around them. We need a student body that sees what’s already
being done and asks what they can
do to help.
Solar-thermal panels on the roof
warm Preston Center’s swimming
pools. All of campus is heated with
natural gas. The Guthrie Bell Tower’s clockface is illuminated by LED
lights. Big Red is saving the planet.
What are you doing?

@TreyGat: Gary Ransdell said that
"you only live once." So WKU's president approves #yolo
— Sent 8:46 PM - 17 Aug 2014

@thisisduckie: Don't move to WKU
if you don't want to develop a life
crippling addiction to Popeye's.
— Sent 3:01 PM - 24 Aug 2014

@bri_smittth: all the walk of shames
at wku this morning. omg lololol
— Sent 8:24 AM - 24 Aug 2014

@westcoastrednek: So since today
was bid day...does this mean the
chanting is finally over? @craewhite
— Sent 6:12 PM - 24 Aug 2014

@GLOHeadcase: In the hall-one
dorms blasting rap, the opposite
ones blasting country. I think this
means war.
— Sent 4:50 PM - 24 Aug 2014

COMMENTARY

WKU police captain's perspective on what is happening in Ferguson
On Aug. 9, a police officer shot and ports or evidence, but it sounds like it
killed an unarmed black teenager in was a long-standing problem between
Ferguson, Missouri. Protests and out- the community and the police departrage have filled the streets ever since. ment itself.
At the center of the conflict are racial
I know our officers are doing what
politics and militarized police forces. they can to be out in the public to
The community outrage surrounding portray the correct image and handle
the event motivated state police
things correctly. They’re there
to take over support of the area
for the students. When you’ve
from local police.
got something like that you
Capt. Dominic Ossello, of the
really have the community
campus police, weighs in on
on your side to work with and
the events and the mistrust of
build a relationship.
Ferguson police.
By not having that communiThe crux of the issue is comty support or that community
munity involvement.
action, they pulled themselves
When you’ve got a commuout of it. When something like
Dominic
nity like WKU’s, our officers
this happens, they’re already
Ossello
are very open and involved.
seen as outsiders.
We work to build our officers
This is a large issue that has
into the community beyond just be- blown up, but police being more open,
JEFF BROWN/HERALD
ing police officers that are a part of honest and actually interacting with
WKU.
their community probably could have Police from surrounding communities protect Ferguson, Missouri stores from lootIt’s hard to say for sure with Ferguson slowed it down.
ing and watch as protesters march peacefully on W. Florissant Street during the first
because I haven’t actually seen any re- -Dominic Ossello
night of curfew declared by Gov. Jay Nixon on Saturday, Aug. 16.
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ACROSS
1 “Around the World
in 80 Days” navigator
Phileas
5 Lou of soul music
10 Immediately, in
memos
14 Folk singer Guthrie
15 “Such a tease!”
16 Lecture location
17 Schoolroom cutup
19 Concerning
20 Often sculpted
anatomy parts
21 Campus email suffix
23 Logician’s abbr.
24 First AfricanAmerican major-league
coach Buck
25 Condé Nast fashion
monthly
27 Pachyderm
in stereotypical
hallucinations
31 Yale student
34 Membership fees
35 Ravi Shankar’s

instrument
36 French peak
38 Volga region native
41 Two times tetra42 Nickname for
Wrigley Field hero Ernie
Banks
44 Condo division
46 The Beatles’ “__ Jude”
47 PDF file creation
program
51 System for blind
readers
52 Peeled
56 Leb. neighbor
57 Actress Peeples
58 “Marry me!”
59 Dunked cookie
61 Performances in a
big tent, where you’d see
the ends of 17-, 27- and
47-Across
64 One often lost in the
laundry
65 “That’s it for me”
66 Vichyssoise veggie
67 Pantry pests

SUDOKU PROBLEMS

68 So far
69 Misses the mark

30 Waiter’s carrier
31 Actress Stone of “The
Help”
DOWN
32 “She Walks in
1 Ex post __:
Beauty” poet
retroactively
33 Wrong
2 Lightweight synthetic 37 Brass band bass
3 Blinding light
39 2014, por ejemplo
4 Talk around the water 40 “Spare” cut of meat
cooler
43 ‘60s hippie gathering
5 Giant birds of myth
45 VCR inserts
6 Minor league rink org. 48 “The Good Wife”
7 St. in which most of
attorney Florrick
Yellowstone is located
49 Says assuredly
8 Poet Amy
50 Mexican food in a
9 Cherry-topped treat
corn-husk wrap
10 ‘‘Now I get it!’’
53 Potato press
11 Bigfoot’s other name 54 “Come on in!”
12 Take turns
55 Many talk show hosts
13 Walk heavily
sit at them
18 State of matter
56 Slugger Sammy
22 Calls the game
58 Cigar remains
25 Fist pump or high60 Brief approvals
five, e.g.
62 Cowboy Rogers
26 Cleveland’s state
63 Signal to an actor
28 Cashew or pecan
29 Mauna __
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YoBlendz closes, Burrito Bowl to open
BY GIORGI MEYER
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
WKU has gained a new restaurant for this semester, but
has lost another one in the
process.
Yogurt shop YoBlendz, formerly located on the first floor
in Downing Student Union,
closed down over the summer.
Assistant Vice President
of Auxiliary Services Gary
Meszaros said the shop’s failure was due to lack of sales.
Meszaros said the university
didn’t want to waste money
funding the yogurt cafe if it
was unpopular.
“We (sic.) got to meet
the needs of the students,”
Meszaros said.
YoBlendz’s stay in DSU was
not a long one. The eatery remained open for less than a
year.
Some students, such as
Melbourne, Australia senior
Llewellyn Little, thought there
were better yogurt alternatives
elsewhere.
“Anyone could drive down to
one of the shops off campus

and buy frozen yogurt for a
cheaper price and with much
more variety of flavors and
toppings,” said Little.
YoBlendz was replaced by
Burrito Bowl. Burrito Bowl
sells salads, smoothies and
Mediterranean rice bowls,
among other products. It will
open in the coming weeks.
Unlike YoBlendz, the new
restaurant will allow students
to use Meal Plans, Meal Plan
Dollars, Dining Dollars and
Big Red Dollars, along with
cash and credit.
Meszaros said a reason why
Burrito Bowl was picked was
because of WKU’s past experience with Freshens, which
had a location in DSU before
the renovation began.
“They [Freshens] came up
with this new concept that
sort of hit some of the things
we are looking for,” he said.
“Some international concepts, healthy fresh food type
concepts…just
everything
came together.”
Burrito Bowl joins Steak ‘n
Shake, Red Zone, Papa John’s
and Chick-fil-A as some of the
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The space previously occupied by YoBlendz is now in use by Burrito Bowl, a new addition to Downing Student Union.
restaurants in DSU.
“We got a lot of new opportunities, new food service

facilities, new restaurants on
campus. It’s exciting and it’s
going to be a real thrill for ev-

erybody who comes and sees
them and tries them out,”
Meszaros said.

WKU receives designation of ‘Safe Community’
BY SHANTEL-ANN PETTWAY
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

WKU received an uncommon accreditation this past summer when
The National Safety Council recognized WKU as a Safe Community on
July 30. WKU was the fourth academic
institution to receive this award.
The National Safety Council promotes injury prevention and ways
to decrease deaths in communities
worldwide.
Though it’s accredited as a Safe Community, David Oliver, director of Envi-

ronmental Health & Safety believes the
title could be misunderstood.
“To be recognized as a Safe Community doesn’t make WKU safe,” he said.
“It’s solely validation that there are
programs established on campus that
meet the standards of this outside organization. It’s up to the university to
be proactive and reactive to situations
that arise on campus.”
Despite the effort that goes into improving WKU safety, some officials admit everything is not perfect.
“It’s impossible for our community to
stay totally safe, but that’s what keeps

Western on its toes,” Rafael Casas, sergeant of the WKU Police, said.
Anita Britt, environmental air quality specialist, said it is everyone’s job to
look for ways WKU can improve safety.
“Our job is to keep our standards and
efforts high as leaders on this campus,”
she said. “When all departments pinpoint what they see as a possible problem we are better prepared to meet the
needs of those on our campus.”
Oliver said one of the reasons for why
WKU got the accreditation was because of the Student Government Association safety walk.

The walk is a tour around campus
where WKU officials and students find
areas that may be unsafe.
“This walk lets students express what
they felt would better Western’s university,” he said. “We improved lighting
down Normal Drive as a result of our
students’ concern.”
Britt said safety goes beyond accident prevention.
“As a member of the department
of safety, we monitor programs like
suicide prevention, housing and residence life and others to minimize foreseeable risks,” Britt said.

Phi Delta Theta
fraternity to get
new house
BY AARON MUDD
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

JAKE POPE/HERALD

Douglas Keen Hall, formerly an all male residence hall, is now a coed residence hall due to an
increased demand for female student housing.

Students react to changes
to Douglas Keen Hall
BY ERIAN BRADLEY
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
The shorter tower of Douglas Keen Hall is now all-female
due to an increased demand
for female housing. The dorm
was previously all-male in
both towers.
Housing and Residence Life
made the announcement
over the summer and many
students have welcomed the
change.
Brian Kuster, executive director of HRL, said Keen’s design
made it ideal for the change to
be made.
“It has two towers separated
by a common lobby,” he said.
Some, like Bowling Green
freshman Steven Curry, are
looking forward to the idea

of connecting with different
people.
“It was exciting knowing
that if I wanted to hang out
with the opposite sex I could
because they were across the
hall,” Curry said. “I don’t click
well with straight guys because I’m gay.”
Cynthiana junior Cory McCauley, a desk clerk in Keen, said
the change was surprising to
him at first, but he thinks it will
be a good move for the dorm.
“I worked here last year as a
sophomore, and we found out
a month before we had to be
here that it would be two-sided,” he said.
Kuster said males that had
reserved their rooms in the
smaller tower were assigned
to the taller tower of Keen or

other dorms such as BarnesCampbell Hall or Poland Hall.
The dorm is technically coed, but the visitation rules
haven’t changed.
Visitation hours are from Sunday
through Thursday, 10 a.m to
midnight, with weekends being 24 hours.
Females can’t enter the male
side unless they get checked
in by a male student and viceversa.
Some students, like Beaver Dam freshman Madeline
Young, aren’t enthusiastic
about that change.
“I think tensions would be
lower if it was all girls,” Young
said. “It’s hard having to deal
with the other genders seeing
you, it makes me a little nervous they are in here.”

Wkuherald.com

After a little more than a year without a house of its own, Phi
Delta Theta fraternity is working to build a new home at 330
Alumni Ave.
Jason Heflin, the project manager and a Phi Delta Theta
alumnus, said the planned three-story, 9,000-square-foot
house will accommodate 16 fraternity members.
“It’ll have a different look and feel, too, than any of other the
other fraternity houses, stylistically,” Heflin said. “The design
plan we have now, which is still under review, is more of a
lodge-type feel, using timbers and stone more in the exterior
look.”
During the summer, two houses were demolished to make
way for construction of the new fraternity house. Phi Delta
Theta President and Louisville junior Evan Mack said the fraternity rented the houses out to tenants before demolishing
them in July.
Heflin said the house’s interior would feature individual
rooms for each residing member, with a shared bathroom
between each room. The house would also provide common
areas for studying and meetings. The house’s groundbreaking
is planned for Nov. 8 during Homecoming.
Phi Delta Theta has raised about $500,000 toward its $600,000
goal and plans to have students move in either in fall 2015 or
spring 2016. Most of the donations came from Phi Delta Theta
alumni.
“We wanted a location that was close to campus, and something that was new,” Heflin said. “And provided all the amenities that we could get on campus and more.”
Charley Pride, director of Student Activities, said the chapter faced operational problems. It closed down in December
2012.
The fraternity has since made a return last semester as a colony, which Pride said means it is seeking full chapter status, a
goal it hopes to achieve by January.
Mack said the fraternity is looking to raise its number of
members in order to regain full chapter status.
“We need to get 50 guys before we can get our charter,” Mack
said.
Mack said that number was set by the fraternity headquarters, but the alumni were still able to get the colony a house
because it wasn’t completely under the headquarter’s control.
Joe Morel, chairman of the chapter advisory board, said the
previous chapter had several issues.
“It was kind of an accumulation of things,” Morel said. “It was
academic. It was financial delinquency of the chapter to our
national headquarters. It was recruitment issues.”
Morel said the chapter decided to cut ties with its previous
members and recruit new members who shared the alumni’s
and organization’s goal of personal fulfillment for its members.
In order to promote education as a priority, Heflin said residents of the house would have to meet certain academic standards.
“The group that we have now, they’re going to have organized study groups, checks on their education, and checks on
their grades where they’re accountable for it,” Heflin said.
“The house will be the hub for that.”
Heflin said the house is the fraternity’s main priority.
“The next step is to get these guys in this house and let them
take some ownership over the direction of the chapter,” Heflin
said.
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New chancellor brings
worldly experience to WKU
BY ANNA LAWSON
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

said. “I know that Dr. Ellis will be an
outstanding representative of WKU."
Ellis heard about the job through a
friend
who thought it would be a perIn just a few short months, Evelyn
fect
fi
t.
Ellis, the new regional chancellor of
“During the interview process, I saw
WKU’s Elizabethtown and Fort Knox
some
of Dr. George’s visions and I
campus, has already found her job to
thought
we could work well together,”
be a new place to call home.
she
said.
“I feel very privileged to be coming
Ellis set to work immediately to
to an institution like WKU. I saw a lot
achieve
several of the goals and viof dedication and commitment dursions
that
aligned with George’s.
ing the interview process and feel like
“I
really
want to see enrollment go
I can definitely do the job,” Ellis said.
up and that we will have a
“The people have all been
campus of distinction,” she
very friendly and helpful.
said.
There is definitely a focus on
Previously, Ellis was the chief
family. I just get a warm feeling
of staff and education ophere.”
erations manager at the U.S.
The longtime educator took
Department of Defense Eduthe position on July 28. As
cation Activity in the Departchancellor, she will oversee
ment of Defense Dependents’
administrative tasks to ensure
School in South Korea. Before
Evelyn
Ellis
the efficiency of a plethora of
working
overseas, Ellis worked
educational programs, student
as
the
associate
dean for academic
services and facilities management,
support services at the U.S. Coast
according to her job description.
Dennis George, the dean of Univer- Guard Academy in New London,
sity College and associate provost for Connecticut.
“I am always able to drop into a new
Regional Higher Education, was very
place and acclimate. I’m a military
impressed with Ellis from the start.
“When she came in for the interview, brat so I’m used to going from place
she had so much passion and enthu- to place,” she said. “My hope is that
siasm for the job. She asked questions my past experience in and out of the
and really understood what the job U.S. will give a foundation to share
with others so they can be inspired to
would entail.
"She just impressed everyone,” he expand their own personal horizon.”

a7
Administrative Council
begins year with
three new members
BY TREY CRUMBIE

Along with the department of Planning,
Design, and Construction, Russell
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
is now responsible for the department
WKU’s Administrative Council has of Facilities Management and the Ofseveral new faces with new titles this fice of Sustainability. The department
semester.
of Environmental Health and Safety
Among the 13 members is Gordon also falls under his authority.
Johnson, chief information technology
The council contains two less vice
officer. Johnson assumed his position presidents than last semester. Ransdell
in July following Bob Owen, former said reducing “administrative overvice president for Information Tech- head” and using some of the money
nology. Owen recently accepted the paid to administrators to ease univerposition of chief information officer sity-wide budget cut pressure was the
and vice provost for Technolreason for the change.
ogy and Information Services
Brian Meredith, chief enrollat Santa Clara University.
ment and graduation officer, is
The Administrative Council
another new addition to the Adreports to President Gary Ransministrative Council. Meredith,
dell on the ongoing affairs withformer associate vice president
in their respective divisions and
for Enrollment Management, is
work together to provide leadresponsible for various aspects
ership at WKU.
of academic affairs including ad“It’s a team,” Ransdell said.
missions, academic advising and
President
“Everybody around that table
retention.
Ransdell
has got equal say in things we
Despite some holding a vice
talk about as a group.”
president position and others conBryan Russell, chief facilities officer, sidered chiefs, Ransdell said the titles
was promoted to his position from Di- have little significance.
rector of Planning, Design and Con“I wouldn’t read anything into somestruction, following the retirement of body having those two words in their
John Osborne, former vice president of title as being any more important than
campus services and facilities, in May.
anybody else,” he said.
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START DEFINING YOURSELF.
START ACCOMPLISHING MORE.

START MAKING A DIFFERENCE.

START STRONG.
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There’s strong. Then there’s Army Strong. Enroll in Army ROTC at Western Kentucky
University to complement your education with the training, experience and skills needed to
make you a leader. Army ROTC also offers full-tuition scholarships and a monthly stipend to
help pay for your education. And when you graduate, you will have an edge in life as an Army
Officer and a leader.

For more information about Western Kentucky University Army ROTC opportunities,
contact Mr. Brandon Smith at (270) 745-6054 or army.rotc@wku.edu and visit goarmy.com/rotc/wku14
©2008. Paid for by the United States Army. All rights reserved.
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Olive Hill freshman Alexandria Knipp proudly waves her first red towel at MASTER Plan Convocation. Hundreds of WKU freshmen received the first towel of their WKU
career at the event.

They've
got a
plan

ABOVE: Freshmen participating in
MASTER Plan walk to Diddle Arena for
the MASTER Plan opening convocation on Aug. 17.
LEFT: Bardstown freshman Emily
Bowling fastens a WKU lapel pin to her
shirt as Associate Dean Larry Snyder
speaks at the 2014 Potter College Welcome. The freshman lapel pin is a WKU
tradition and is to be kept and worn
upon graduation.
ABOVE LEFT: MASTER Plan freshmen
congregate around a fire pit to roast
marshmallows at R.O.A.R.
BOTTOM: Students carry belongings
while moving in outside of Gilbert
Hall. MASTER Plan gives freshmen a
chance to move in early.
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Taylor Bradley, right, of Henderson, and Taylor Reid of Hopkinsville, run to greet their new Alpha Delta Pi sorority sisters outside of Downing Student Union on Sunday.

INto
the
RUSH

BY MACKENZIE MATHEWS
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

B

y simply glancing across the college scene, Greek life
will show up as a prominent feature — especially during Sorority Recruitment Week.
Multitudes of WKU women gathered in Downing Student
Union last Tuesday to begin the recruitment process. As bids
found pledges and chants rang out over the Hill on Sunday, the
idea of sorority membership became a reality for some of those
women.
Bardstown freshman Megan Hayden said joining a sorority is
a way to connect with different people.
“You can be in the sisterhood at Western and meet someone
from the same sisterhood at a different school, and you’re still
connected,” she said.
Like some other freshmen, Hayden decided to go through recruitment as a chance to branch out and meet new people. She
saw it as an outlet to help her adjust to many of the unknowns
surrounding the first year of college.
After taking on the week with an open mind, Hayden pledged
Sigma Kappa sorority.
“I’m excited to meet everybody, and I’m looking forward to
being able to depend on everybody,” Hayden said.
Sorority recruitment is open to all undergraduate students.
SEE RECRUITMENT PAGE B3

NATIONAL CORVETTE
MUSEUM CELEBRATES
TWENTY YEARS

BY STEPHANIE JESSIE
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

The National Corvette Museum,
which has served the community as a
magnet for car enthusiasts worldwide,
is celebrating 20 years in business this
week.
Opened in 1994 by a group of Corvette enthusiasts, the museum is a
non-profit facility designed to archive
a piece of American history and share
it with the world.
“Some Corvette enthusiasts got together back in the ‘80s and were wanting a repository for the history of the
cars,” Katie Frassinelli, the marketing and communications manager at
the National Corvette Museum, said.
“They were looking into where they
wanted the building, at the same time
that the Corvette plant had just located
in Bowling Green and had the same
idea.”
With over 70 cars on display, the museum features everything from the

very first Corvette to the 2014 version.
“Most of the cars are on loan from
private individuals,” Frassinelli said.
“The museum owns about 50 Corvettes and we typically borrow someone’s Corvette for about a year to display it. We also borrow Corvettes from
General Motors, so our displays are
ever changing.”
When General Motors refused to financially assist in order to avoid favoritism among their cars, the museum
relied on owners to help.
“There was a gentleman that said,
‘If you build a museum with display
space, I will donate my 1953 Corvette,’
which is the first year Corvettes were
made and there were only 300 of them,
so that was an offer too good to refuse,”
Frassinelli said.
For the past 20 years, visitors have
come from around the world to see the
history of this iconic car, which also
brings in thousands of hotel-staying,
gas-buying and restaurant-eating
tourists to the community each year.

JAKE POPE/HERALD

Visitors at the National Corvette Museum look at the concept car display. The
National Corvette Museum is celebrating its 20th anniversary this weekend.
Ron Norgard from Omaha, Nebraska
said he thinks the museum is a special
place.
“We’ve been here five times,” he said.
Norgard had a Corvette as a kid and
left it on cement blocks when he left
for Vietnam. Once he came home, he
married and had kids, causing him to
sell the car until his kids were on their

own. He has owned eight Corvettes in
his life.
“We haven’t been here since the sinkhole, so we wanted to stop and see it,”
said Norgard. “This time last year we
were standing there.”
In a city built on top of the world’s
largest cave system, sinkholes aren’t

SEE CORVETTE PAGE B3
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FLORAL SHOP
OFFERS VARIETY
FOR STUDENTS

L

PHOTOS BY LUKE FRANKE/HERALD

Roger Dennis, WKU professor and horticulture instructor, has been teaching at WKU for over 15
years. In 2011, the Floral Shop and Floral Design Training Center on the corner of Regents and
Mimosa was constructed specifically for floral design students. The floral shop offers a 10 percent
discount for WKU students and free delivery on campus.

WKU Floral
Shop Coordinator Debbie
Gabbard places
an order for
a customer
several days
before classes
began.

ocated in a small brick building behind
Gary Ransdell Hall, the WKU Floral Shop
offers a variety of products, ranging from
traditional arrangements to gift items, such as
candles and chocolate. Wedding and funeral
services are also provided with no charge for
delivery.
The shop runs as a small on-campus business
and also operates as a classroom for students
taking horticulture classes. These classes range
from Basic Floral Design to Commercial Floriculture Production and lead to a minor in
floristry.
The shop is open Monday through Friday
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

A floral bouquet sits at the Floral Shop and Floral Design
Center on WKU's campus.
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New registrar ready for change, diversity
But Robinson’s prepared to
take on the challenge.
“I was looking for a school
There’s a lot of work that that was open for changes,”
goes on behind the scenes of Robinson said.
She saw an oppora university. In additunity to make the
tion to teaching courschanges she wants at
es, there are student
WKU.
records,
transcripts
And Eggleton said
and other information
change
isn’t new to
that has to be mainthe
registrar’s
office.
tained, which is where
“The 28 years that I
the office of the regisspent as university
trar comes into play.
registrar saw a treLast semester, after
Tiffany
mendous number of
28 years as the univerRobinson
changes in how we’ve
sity registrar, Freida
served the university
Eggleton retired from her pocommunity,”
Eggleton said.
sition.
Robinson
is
planning to
This summer, after a national search, Tiffany Robinson introduce a preferred name
policy. This would allow stuwas hired to take her place.
Brian Meredith, associate dents to have their preferred
vice president for Enrollment name on file with school reManagement, said those were cords and class rosters and is
aimed at helping transgender
going to be big shoes to fill.
students specifically.

BY WHITNEY ALLEN
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

CORVETTE
Continued from life

normally a big surprise. However, when eight
priceless Corvettes fell into a 40-foot sinkhole
last spring, the world took notice.
“The sinkhole has been very popular,” Frassinelli said.
Although final plans aren’t finished, construction on the sinkhole is planned to begin
this fall and is expected to take six months to
complete.
“We’re hoping to keep a portion of it so
people can still come and see a little bit of it,”
Frassinelli said. “The SkyDome building was
our largest display place in the museum; it
housed a little over 20 cars. [The sinkhole] ate
up the majority of our display space.”
While most of the cars will be restored, some
just aren’t worth as much as the restoration
would cost, giving the museum no choice but
to keep them in their current state on display.
The sinkhole has cemented itself as part of
the museum’s history and will be on prominent display for anniversary celebrations.
The museum is expecting over 10,000 visitors a day to join in the anniversary activities this weekend. For $25 for four days, fans
are given access to the museum: including a
meet and greet with Corvette authors, seeing

“That is a huge population
that is growing on university
campuses,” Robinson said. “I
want to make sure that those
students know this is a safe
place for them and that we’ve
got steps in place for them
that when they do come to
the university, they feel welcomed.”
Meredith said Robinson’s
experience with the registrar’s
office at Southern Illinois
University, as well as the values of being fair and equitable, made Robinson the best
candidate.
“She believes in the importance of being consistent and
fair to all students,” Meredith
said.
Robinson wants all students
to know the registrar’s office is
a safe place for them to go.
“So that when students
come in and have to make
changes to their records,

the infamous sinkhole and discussing their
favorite and least favorite Corvette features
with a team of Corvette designers.
“The seats were an issue in the past, so they
did a major overhaul of the seats for the 2014
model,” Frassinelli said.
Frassinelli said the change came from designers meeting with Corvette enthusiasts at
the museum.
Participants also have access to the brand
new Motorsports Park, a race track opening
on Aug. 28.
“People could sponsor acres for $15,000 a
piece, and it could either be a tax-deductible
donation or they could cash it in to use the
track later,” Frassinelli said.
While at the park, owners can ride in the
passenger seat while professional drivers test
their cars on the track. The C7R, the new Corvette race car, will do some test laps.
“It’s kind of like a NASCAR car, but I think
better,” Frassinelli said. “It’s definitely cooler
looking.”
As parking is limited, shuttles will be transporting visitors between the museum and the
park.
The museum is open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
seven days a week. Admission is $10 for adults,
$8 for WKU students and $5 for children.

they’re coming to one place
and they don’t have to go to
five different spots on campus and basically explain
their whole life story,” Robinson said.
While Robinson has come a
long way from the beginning
of her college career, she can
relate to students who are unsure of what their next step
will be.
Upon beginning her freshman year at SIU, Robinson
had no idea what she wanted
to do after graduation.
She graduated with a degree
in Consumer Economic and
Family Management, and
eventually found her niche
when she spent a summer
working with her basketball
coach in the office. She spent
the summer helping rebuild
their student database.
“I loved being there and
helping students, that’s what

got me started,” Robinson
said.
After completing her undergraduate degree, Robinson
got a job in the registrar’s office at SIU and obtained her
master’s degree.
While Robinson enjoys the
registrar position, she is still
seeking to move forward. She
is hoping to begin a doctoral
program in the spring and get
her PhD in Educational Leadership. Several years down
the road, she hopes to pursue
a student affairs or provost
position.
“I’m very happy to be here,
this has been a great opportunity,” Robinson said. “Freida
Eggleton definitely left a great
legacy here and one I would
like to build upon and keep
this office in the high regard
that it has always been in.”

RECRUITMENT
Continued from life

This year, 530 girls went through recruitment. Last fall, 460
rushed.
Vanessa David, a graduate assistant in Student Activities, experienced sorority life during her undergraduate studies at the University of Southern Indiana. She sees freshmen search for their
niche on campus and said inclusion is a basic desire.
“Especially the freshman just coming in, they want to belong on
campus,” she explained. “That’s a human emotion, wanting to
belong, and they want that sisterhood.”
For many, Greek life offers the quickest and most encompassing channel for collegiate inclusion. David said sororities provide
participation opportunities on all fronts, from academics to philanthropy.
“You get that well-rounded experience of being able to participate in so many aspects of college life,” she said.
The lure toward recruitment may not be as simple as involvement, though.
Brianna Anderson, a sophomore resident assistant in Meredith
Hall, believes there is a link between going Greek and discovering
yourself. Meredith is the official sorority residence hall.
“When you go into college, you’re finding a group to identify
with,” Anderson said. “You’re trying to figure out who you are and
a group to fit in with and people to rely on.”
WKU’s 50th recruitment came to a close on Sunday. Bid Day
activities gathered the largest number of pledges in the school’s
history. The newfound sisters ended festivities by running to greet
current members of their chapter.
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NOW PLAYING

You’ve never seen a movie like ‘Boyhood’
BY JACKSON FRENCH

few weeks at a time over the
course of 12 years, characters
genuinely grow and age as the
“Boyhood” has such a stag- movie progresses. The result is
gering level of ambition that a breathtakingly realistic portrait of life. Even if this
most other movies
movie wasn’t good,
seem trifling by comLinklater and his cast
parison. Rather than
would still deserve
merely showing one
plenty of praise for
chapter of a young pertheir sheer dedication.
son’s life, director RichWith such a risky
ard Linklater’s newly
shooting
schedule,
released project chronLinklater took a huge
icles one boy’s entire
gamble with “Boychildhood.
Jackson
hood.” That gamble
“Boyhood”
follows
French
paid off immensely.
young Mason Evans
“Boyhood” is truly
Jr., played by Ellar Coltrane, a landmark in terms of its
through his childhood and unique approach and the
early adulthood. Filmed for a
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM

vastness of its scope, as well as
its captivating and engrossing
story.
Just like reality, there’s not
just one conflict for Mason to
overcome. He has to deal with
his divorced parents, expertly
played by Ethan Hawke and
Patricia Arquette, who are trying to get their lives together.
Abusive stepfathers, portrayed by Marco Perella and
Brad Hawkins, make things
even harder. Fitting in and figuring out what he wants to do
in life provides Mason a hefty
challenge.
These problems can’t all be
tackled at once and often intertwine. “Boyhood” doesn’t

follow a story-driven plot
where one big struggle is overcome in the end, but invites
the viewer to float along with
Mason and his family and experience their troubles with
them.
While watching Mason’s
life unfold, you will no
doubt be reminded of moments from your own life.
The movie constantly strives
to be an honest portrayal of
growing up in America and
always succeeds. “Boyhood”
captures both the stresses
and joys of childhood and
adolescence without seeming anything less than wholly genuine. Nobody watch-

ing this movie will escape a
feeling of kinship with Mason, watching him struggle
through the sort of things
we’ve all known and might
still be going through.
Much like real life, “Boyhood”
is a blur. Though nearly three
hours in length, every part of
this movie feels vital. When it’s
over, you’ll be sideswiped by
how quickly it went by.
“Boyhood” is a stunning
achievement. Its massive
scale, flawless execution and
superb ability to connect with
the audience makes this movie stand head and shoulders
above anything else released
this year.

Big To-Do Festival set for inaugural run
BY SAM OSBORNE
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
It’s been nearly two years
since nearly five thousand
flocked to Ballance Farms in
Oakland for the fourth annual
Starry Nights Festival, curated
by Bowling Green’s own Cage
the Elephant.
While Starry Nights isn’t
back yet, there’s a new event
focused on celebrating local
music and arts. The Big To-Do
Festival is set for Sept. 19 and
20 in the same space with the
same intent: good music and
good vibes.
The Big To-Do Festival will
be put on through a partnership by live music venue
Edge Hill Farm, formerly Ballance Farms, local advertising
agency Yellowberri and Musician’s Pro, a local music retail
store.
Yellowberri CEO David
Downing said the idea for the
event was sparked about six
months ago.
“We were tired of people

saying there isn’t anything to
do in Bowling Green,” Downing said. “We wanted to create
something a little bit different,
but also something the community can get behind.”
Sean Thomas, Musician’s Pro
general manager, said it is crucial to have a permanent venue for local talent in a festival
setting in Bowling Green.
“We think it’s really important to showcase local music
and arts,“ Thomas said. “A
marriage of three entities is
needed to really pull this off
and to make it happen three
times a year is our goal.”
Thomas said the alliance of
Yellowberri, Edge Hill Farm
and Musician’s Pro hopes to
put on an event at this location
in the spring, summer and fall
each year moving forward.
The 120-acre property has
undergone many changes
since hosting the Newgrass
Festival in 2010 and 2012’s
Starry Nights Festival. There
is no longer an ATV track,
green grass has been spread
throughout the property and

two stages have been constructed to make the space
more conducive to a music
festival atmosphere.
“The idea was to create
a space to camp and stay,”
Downing said. “There aren’t
many venues you can do that
with.”
The Big To-Do will feature 27
acts, with Bowling Green’s indie rock outfit Sleeper/Agent,
fresh off a David Letterman
performance in July, headlining the festival.
Morning Teleportation, who
played several dates with
Grammy-nominated alternative rock band Modest Mouse
this past May, and Buffalo Rodeo are also slated to perform.
“We need something consistent and something that people can get behind and really
take pride in,” Downing said.
“I want to integrate the community into it and the idea is
to show off some of the great
things we have in our area and
region.”
Tickets for the festival are
$40, and can be purchased

at thebigtodofest.com. The
festival is open to all ages and
children 12 and under get in
for free. Admission to the festival includes first come, first
serve primitive style camp-

ing.
The Big To-Do festival is
still looking for sponsors for
events. Inquiries are welcomed and asked to be sent to
info@thebigtodofest.com.

If you go...
Date: Sept. 19 and 20
Place: Edgehill Farm in Bowling
Green
Price: $40 per person for weekend;
kids 12 & under are free
Bands to Watch: Sleeper/Agent, Dark
Side of the Wall, Morning Teleporation,
Kansas Bible Company, Buffalo Rodeo

bigtodofest

@BigToDoFest

@bigtodofest
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Calendar

Tuesday, Aug. 26

Curiosity Climbs: The Extended Mission on Mars presentation
Location: Hardin Planetarium
Time: 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Aug. 27
Corvette Museum 20th anniversary begins
WKU Wesley Foundation Water Balloon Fight
Location: the Valley
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.

Thursday, Aug. 28
“Peter Pan”
Location: Van Meter Hall
Time: 7 p.m.
Live on the Green free music festival
Location: Public Square Park, Nashville
Time: 6:15 to 10:30 p.m.
Curiosity Climbs: The Extended Mission on Mars presentation
Location: Hardin Planetarium
Time: 7 p.m.

Friday, Aug. 29
Downing Student Union ribbon cutting ceremony
Location: WKU Store Main Entrance
Time: 4:30 p.m.
WKU Hilltoppers vs. Bowling Green Falcons football game
Location: Smith Stadium
Time: 6:30 p.m.
“Peter Pan”
Location: Van Meter Hall
Time: 7 p.m.
Concert in the Park series
Location: Fountain Square and Circus Square parks
Time: 6 to 10:30 p.m.
Bands playing: Wide Open Road, Skip Bond and the Fugitives

Saturday, Aug. 30
Corvette Museum 20th anniversary ends
“Peter Pan”
Location: Van Meter Hall
Time: 7 p.m.
Bowling Green Hot Rods vs. Fort Wayne TinCaps
Location: Bowling Green Ballpark
Time: 7:05 p.m.

Sunday, Aug. 31
“Peter Pan”
Location: Van Meter Hall
Time: 3 p.m.
Bowling Green Hot Rods vs. Fort Wayne TinCaps
Location: Bowling Green Ballpark
Time: 7:05 p.m.
Curiosity Climbs: The Extended Mission on Mars presentation
Location: Hardin Planetarium
Time: 2 p.m.

Monday, Sept. 1
Labor Day (university closed, no classes)

Parking changes

» Housing divided into two sections: Premium and non-premium. Waiting list maintained for premium passes.

» Commuter passes sold on a first come, first serve basis. Waiting
list maintained.
» Alumni Square Garage: $160 for commuters, $200 for housing.
» Housing sold out, commuters passes still available.
» Premium Housing Lots: Pearce-Ford Tower, Avenue of Champions, Poland, Minton and Barnes.
» Non-premium Lots: Chestnut Street South, Adams Street, Normal and levels 4 to 7 of Parking Structure 1.
»Commuter Lots: University Boulevard, Parking Structure 2, Kentucky Street, Chestnut Street North and a section of Creason.
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VOLLEYBALL

WKU looking to replicate 2013 campaign
BY JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The WKU volleyball team
can only hope to maintain
and build off the second place
Conference USA preseason
ranking it received roughly
one month ago.
Head Coach Travis Hudson
knows he has little time to prepare before the season starts,
and is trying to get as much as
he can done with his youthful squad before competitive
matches begin on Friday.
While the Lady Toppers
graduated five seniors – one of
which was second-team AllAmerican Ashley Potts – they
have brought in a top-30 recruiting class consisting of five
freshman.
“We are a young team,” Hudson said. “With five freshman,
that’s almost half our roster.
It’s a great group of kids and a
talented group of kids, but you

can’t skip steps in the growth
process. It’s going to take some
time, but there will be a time
when we are a great volleyball
team.”
The team is not left completely veteran-less, though,
returning seven letter winners
from a 2013 campaign that
yielded just six losses.
Two of those returning
players are the lone seniors,
Heather Boyan and Mollie Pajakowski, meaning that even
amongst the returning players – the experience is spread
thin, but the skill level speaks
for itself.
Boyan, along with juniors
Noelle Langenkamp and Haley Bodway were selected for
the preseason C-USA team,
with Langenkamp garnering the honors of C-USA Preseason Player of the Year.
“The training has been going
really great,” Boyan said. “It is
kind of the exact opposite of
last year when we had five se-

TYLER ESSARY/HERALD

Junior middle hitter Noelle Langenkamp, of Cincinnati, Ohio, celebrates a point against Belmont University on Sept. 3, 2013.
niors when now we have five
freshman, but I am very happy
with what we have been able
to do this far.”
The returners are not only
being leaders on the court for
the newcomers, but are also

improving in each of their respective games, which has led
to the exact kind of meshing
Hudson wants out of his team.
“Their work ethic is great,
their attitude is great when
they have time to sit back and

think about it, but it’s great,”
Hudson said. “These kids are
part of a top-30 recruiting
class, so they are used to having success at a very high level.
That success will come again
at the college level. It just takes
time.”
Defending C-USA regular season and tournament
champions UT-San Antonio
begin the season perched at
No. 1 and return six starters to
a squad that lost only one conference match last season.
Proceeding WKU in the top
five are Rice in third, North
Texas in fourth, and a tie between Southern Miss and UAB
for fifth.
The Lady Toppers’ goal is to
emulate the success they had
in their last season in the Sun
Belt Conference, which Boyan
said will require a good deal of
focus.
“We just need to stay focused,” Boyan said. “You know,
we’ve been in two-a-days for a
while now and it is easy to get
mentally exhausted. Our main
goal now is to stay focused
and committed.”

CROSS COUNTRY

Teams raising the bar after successful year

BY ALEXUS RICHARDSON
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

After a successful season last year,
the WKU men’s and women’s cross
country teams will open the 2014-2015
season on Friday in Nashville at Percy
Warner Park for the second consecutive year in the Belmont Opener.
WKU ended its 2013-2014 season at
the NCAA Regionals, where the men’s
team placed 23rd overall and the Lady
Topper squad finished 25th.
According to Assistant Coach Taylor
Miller, a successful season last year has
raised expectations for the 2014-2015
campaign.

SIDELINES

Continued from SPORTS
nice 2-0 start to the season. A lot
of you may still be on your World
Cup high, and an afternoon soccer
match may have a nice appeal after
class.
About the time you pull the jacket
out of the closet, sneakers will start
squeaking on John Oldham Court
in Diddle Arena.
Coach Ray Harper and the boys
will put a product on the floor that
could make some noise in C-USA
with a lot of senior talent that has
championship experience.
Coach Michelle Clark-Heard and
her Lady Toppers will be who I’m
most looking forward to watching
this season. They had an incredible
run toward a Sun Belt Tournament
title and hung with Baylor until the
buzzer sounded in the NCAA Tour-

“We go into every season wanting to
win the championship, even Conference USA,” Miller said. “We went to the
Sun Belt and we won indoor and outdoor. We want to win the triple crown
and we’re lucky to have that as a goal.”
Miller said the team has a large number of freshmen this season, which has
led to the runners creating a new bond
in an effort to build upon what they
started last season.
“Our freshman are learning very
quickly how important it is to be here,”
Miller said.
He said it's been exciting to see everyone rally around with a common
goal, have a good experience and build

nament last year.
All this is to say there is no better
time for you get out of your shell
and go to these events.
I mean, they’re free, so go.
WKU students are notorious for
finding excuses for not going to
games. A few exceptions like jobs
and children are legitimate, but
the greater majority of you are new
adults who don’t need to go home
every weekend to see Mom and
Dad.
WKU is doing everything it can to
get students involved with sports,
providing incentives for students to
show up to the games.
They want butts in the seats, and
there’s no reason we shouldn’t want
to put them there.
You’re in college now. Get out and
experience what it has to offer. Big
Red and I will see you at the game.

on what they did last year.
With a lot of new faces on the roster,
junior Katie Lever said that the team’s
biggest goal right now is evaluating its
options.
“We’re seeing what everyone’s good
at because there’s so many different
types of runners out there. We have a
lot of girls from different backgrounds,
so it’s interesting to see what everyone’s strength and weaknesses are,”
Lever said.
Lever, along with junior Louise HallStirling and senior David Mokone, are
WKU’s top returning runners. Makone
finished 5th overall in last year’s Belmont Opener while Stirling finished

FOOTBALL

Continued from SPORTS
“At this time of the year you like to focus in on the next opponent, which we
are,” Brohm said. “Now I want to get a
little more one-on-ones than we’ve had
in the past so our guys know the real
speed of the game, the real tempo of the
game. They continue to improve and
get better and continue to test themselves against our best players.”
On Friday, the team held a mock game,
which is essentially a walkthrough of all
the necessary aspects of a real game day.
Redshirt senior receiver Willie McNeal, who’s had a different head coach
each of the last three seasons, said the
players took this year’s mock game to
heart.
“Yeah, you do. You actually learn a
lot,” McNeal said. “Like, the guys, you
can tell that they’re ready for the game.
The team matured. Like I said, the guys

24th overall.
Miller said the team has been practicing twice a day, doing different exercises to stay healthy. They plan to start
off light, building strength for the upcoming season.
Miller believes the team can handle
a bit more volume this year, including
longer runs and longer workout days
with the team being stronger than previous years.
Following the Belmont Opener, the
men’s and women’s teams will compete in the Commodore Classic, Greater Louisville Classic and Evansville
Invitational before the C-USA Championships in Denton, Texas on Nov. 1.

are locked in. In the past, mock games,
guys that aren’t going to get reps would
be the guys laughing and giggling and
playing around. Not today, everybody
was locked in.”
The WKU coaching staff received a little help from Mother Nature during the
final two days. Since Friday, the Bowling
Green area has been under a heat advisory, but Brohm said he’s cool with the
warm weather.
“We’ve had some guys cramp up and
need IV’s,” Brohm said. “We’ve got to get
acclimated to the hot weather and it’s
great that it happened. We’re still going
to work hard. They have to get fluids in
them and get the proper nutrition. It’s
great that it happened now to prepare
us for that first game.”
The Hilltoppers will hold practice on
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday of
this week from 4 to 6 p.m. The first four
periods of Tuesday and Wednesday’s
practices are open to the public.
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Follow @WKUHeraldSports for live
game updates, post-game reactions,
full recaps and all other Hilltopper
sports news

HEaDS UP!
MIKE CLARK/
HERALD

Tops close camp,
turn attention
to Bowling
Green State

Redshirt senior wide
reciever
Willie McNeal (10)
catches a
pass during
WKU's football
practice Tuesday,
April 1, 2014, at Smith
Stadium in Bowling
Green.

SIDELINES

New era starts for Hilltopper athletics
BY ELLIOT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
If you’re a freshman, welcome to
WKU. If you’ve been here for a bit,
welcome back. Whether you’re a
freshman, or a senior with one semester
between
you and the start of
your career, like me,
you know there are
a few things about
this place that have
been
implanted
into your brain by
the university.
For starters, you’re
ELLIOT PRATT
going to have lethal calf muscles in
about a year from walking up that
hill back and forth to class.
Secondly, Big Red is awesome. No
one knows exactly what it is or why
it’s here, but it’s awesome. If you dis-

agree – transfer.
Thirdly, you’re guaranteed to see
that giant, loveable, blob at a sporting event.
You’re reading this column because you’re on the sports page,
which means something in sports
has intrigued you to a point that
you’ve read this far down the page.
This year, sports on the Hill will
be intriguing to watch. The catch is,
students need to be there to find out
all about them, and the fall semester
is the perfect time to see them all.
If you’re new to WKU, it’s the perfect time to see what the sports
scene has to offer. The Hilltoppers
are new to Conference USA with old
rivalries now renewed. The level of
competition is tougher, and nearly
all teams are primed for some level
of success after 32 years in the Sun
Belt Conference.
Football is pretty much guaran-

teed a bowl game if they reach six
wins this season. For those of you
who’ve been here to see the team
get snubbed two out of the last three
years, that’s some good news.
First-year Head Coach Jeff Brohm
returns a lot of talent to the offense
that is going to put up a lot of points
in C-USA. You’ll get your first chance
to see that offense Friday night in
L.T. Smith Stadium against Bowling
Green State.
Volleyball is and always has been
dominant. They ran the table in the
Sun Belt for many years, and new
competition may give Coach Travis
Hudson and the girls a challenge.
This is a team that consistently
ranks in the top-25 nationally. So
why wouldn’t you want to go watch
them?
Soccer is coming off its first Sun
Belt regular season title and has a

BY KYLE WILLIAMS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

After a grueling fall training camp,
WKU football is finally ready to turn its
full attention to Bowling Green State
University.
The Hilltoppers concluded their fall
camp schedule on Friday inside Smith
Stadium with a
closed mock game
Next game
after enduring a
Friday Aug. 29
total of 44 practice
6:30 P.M.
hours,
including
L.T. SMith Stadium
two scrimmages, in
VS. BGSU Falcons
just 18 days.
“I think they’re
into it,” Head Coach Jeff Brohm said.
“They’re willing to pay the price to be
as great as they can be. We have great
team chemistry right now. They know
it’s going to be a tough season, but they
understand that’s the game of football.
It’s why you play it and they’re looking
forward to having a lot of fun.”
Tempo was a reoccurring factor
throughout training camp and offensive coordinator Tyson Helton made it
clear that the Hilltoppers will do whatever is necessary to notch a victory in
their inaugural Conference USA season
– whether it be slowing down or speeding up the pace.
A change of pace may be required
right off the bat against BGSU. Firstyear Falcons Head Coach Dino Babers,
who’s known for his up-tempo offense
and aggressive defensive schemes,
takes over a team that is built for his
style of play.
Brohm said he used the final day of
practice this past Thursday to let the
first-team offense go against the firstteam defense in an effort to prepare for
game speed.
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Lady Tops defeat Mercer 1-0; improve to 2-0
BY JOHN REECER
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.
COM
Freshman forward Bria
Mosley’s goal in the 68th
minute of Sunday’s game
between WKU and Mercer
proved to be the difference as
the Lady
Next game
Toppers
won, 1-0,
Friday, Sept. 5
at the
6 p.m. CT
WKU SocWKU Soccer Complex
cer ComVs. Tennessee
plex in
the team’s
second game of the season.
The Lady Toppers’ starting
lineup featured five freshmen
and just four upperclassmen.
The team is filled with young
talent, as 18 of the 22 players
are underclassmen.
“Our youth has been exceptional,” Head Coach Jason
Neidell said. “They have really stepped up to the challenge and have done so in a
very mature fashion. They
are some of our most exciting
players to watch play.”
Neidell was impressed with
freshman Andrea Larson and
commented on Mosley’s help
with winning the past two
games.

Dine-In • Carryout • Delivery

2450 Nashville Rd • 901-3637
HOME OF THE BIG RED ROOM
2631 Scottsville Rd • 782-9056
Carryout • Delivery

1200 Smallhouse Rd • 781-9898
Delivery Available with $8 Minimum Purchase

Mercer jumped out early
on the Lady Toppers, as they
controlled possession and
managed some quick shots
on goal. However, it didn’t take
long for the Lady Toppers to
swing momentum their way
as they finished the half with
nine shots to Mercer’s three.
WKU had opportunities in
the first 45 minutes, but the
Lady Toppers couldn’t capitalize, resulting in a 0-0 tie at
halftime.
The Lady Toppers opened
the second half aggressively and in the 68th minute
sophomore midfielder Haley
Baldridge was able to assist
Mosley on a long score from
roughly 25 yards out.
“Before I came in the game,
coach Jason and coach Dustin
told me to keep using my
speed and when I saw Haley
get the ball, I just started running and started holding my
line so I wouldn’t run offsides,”
Mosley said. “I saw my shot,
pulled back and just gave it
some touch and kicked.”
According to Neidell, the
Lady Toppers got a little content after Mosley’s goal. For
the remainder, Mercer won
the battle over possession of
the ball and had several op-
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WKU midfielder Hannah Chua (2) battles for possession of the ball against a Mercer player Sunday
in a non-conference matchup in Bowling Green. WKU would go on to win the game 1-0.
portunities to tie the match.
“Psychologically, after you
have been playing pretty good
and you have been pressing,
pressing and pressing and you
finally scored, you kind of let
your guard down. They also
pushed a lot of players forward and we didn’t do a very

good job of adjusting to that,”
Neidell said.
According to the team’s lone
senior Allie Auscherman, the
team’s energy out of halftime
was the difference despite
the lack of effort following the
goal.
“I think we did pretty well,”

Auscherman said. “There
were some ups and downs
in the game. After the half,
I thought we came in with
some really high energy which
helped lead to our goal. We
kind of let down after the
goal but we were able to hang
tough and get the win.”

PROUD BREAKFAST
SERVED
TO SUPPORT

WKU

EVERYDAY
7 A.M. – 11 A.M.

1802 Russellville Rd.
2460 Nashville Rd.
2628 Scottsville Rd.
1162 W. 31 Bypass

