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STatement made

Freshmen
bring in
higher ACT
test scores
BY BRITTANY ELDRIDGE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
WKU’s newest batch of freshmen is
slated to be very different from classes
of the past.
The freshman class of 2014 is one of
the largest classes that WKU has seen
in past years, said Brian Meredith,
chief enrollment and graduation officer.
Meredith said the diverse class includes students from the United States
and other countries.
The overall ACT score of the class is
23.5, up from 22.8 last fall. The class’
college readiness needs aren’t as large
as some needs have been in the past,
Meredith said.
In terms of recruiting this class of
students, Student Affairs has had a
very deliberate communication plan,

SEE FRESHMEN PAGE A3
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WHAT YOU SHOULD BE
READING TODAY
» LIFE: Former soldier brings
fresh perspective to forensics
team B2
BRANDON CARTER/HERALD

J

unior wide receiver Jared Dangerfield (21) catches a touchdown pass during the fourth quarter
of WKU's Aug. 29 game against Bowling Green State. Dangerfield finished the game with 10 receptions for 92 yards and two touchdowns in WKU's 59-31 victory over the Falcons. For coverage
and analysis of the game, flip to the Sports section on B6.
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New university building
construction underway

BY LASHANA HARNEY

NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Although Downing Student Union’s
renovation is wrapping up, another
building on campus is still in the process of being erected.
Construction is underway for the $22
million, three-story Honors College
and International Center.
The money for the project was borrowed by the university through an
agency bond.
A&K Construction, from Paducah, is
contracted for the project. The company had previously worked on other
construction projects on campus such
as Topper Café and Gary Ransdell Hall.
Kerra Ogden, project manager of

Capital Construction, said the university started talking about the project
in 2007. The design phase started two
years ago and construction began in
January.
Much progress has been made since
then.
“We already started going vertical,
so it won’t be long before the building
starts to shape,” she said.
Ogden said there have been no construction delays.
Bryan Russell, chief facilities officer,
said the lot where the building is being constructed was once home to the
Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity house, Chi
JAKE POPE/HERALD
Omega sorority house and Hillcrest
Construction
continues
on
the
new
three-story
Honors
College
and
International
apartments.
Center. The building will house Honors College faculty and staff, as well as KIIS,
SEE BUILDING PAGE A3 Study Abroad and Global Learning and the Office of Scholar Development.
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President Gary Ransdell, Harriet Downing
and Alex Downing, the
wife and son of former
WKU President Dero
Downing, participate
in a ribbon cutting
and dedication for the
newly renovated Downing Student Union on
Friday.

Community
celebrates
DSU opening
BY TREY CRUMBIE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Students, alumni, faculty and administrators stood outside the entrance to the ground floor of Downing
Student Union in 90-degree weather
to celebrate the community opening
of the building Friday.
The student center, which has undergone a $49 million renovation for
the past two years, opened last Monday.
The community opening served as
a ceremonial event before the WKU
football game versus the Bowling
Green State University Falcons.
Many prominent WKU officials
were in attendance including President Gary Ransdell, Provost and Vice
President for Academic Affairs Gordon
Emslie, Vice President for Student Affairs Howard Bailey and Student Government Association President Nicki
Seay.
Several speakers reminisced on the
history of the 44-year-old, multi-story
building and its current impact.
“Four years ago, when we started this
project and started thinking and coming up with ideas, there was a keyword
that consistently stayed with us and it
was transformation,” Bailey said. “We
wanted to transform into what modern day students were going to need.”
WKU students have paid for $36 million of the renovation via a $70 dollar
fee each semester. The renovation be-

gan as an SGA initiative in 2011.
Ransdell commented on how long
the building has been a part of WKU’s
campus.
“When I was a student, when this
building originally opened, Dero
Downing was my president,” he said.
“So it was an honor for me to hang out
in the building that bore his name and
I know our students today still have
that same honor…”
Dero Downing’s son, Alex Downing, was also in attendance for the
celebratory event. Downing said his
father was honored to have DSU
named after him in 1969.
“He loved to hear stories from students and alumni about their experiences in this building, about the
people who they met here and the relationships that they built,” he said.
Following the cutting of a red ribbon,
the community was invited to tour the
inside of the building.
John Osborne, who retired from his
position as vice president for Campus
Services and Facilities in May, said he
was extremely happy to see the renovation finally completed after overseeing most of the renovation.
“I was there from the idea, through
design, planning and construction up
to this point,” Osborne said. “And I often said that this was the one I wanted
to see completed before I felt like I was
really retired.”

WKUHERALD.com

Saturday September 13th, 2014
11 a.m. - 11 p.m.
Beneﬁtting The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society

Live Music
Live music will start at 4 p.m. on the lot.

The Heidi Burson Band/ Mt. Victor Revue
Fatbox & Friends

Featured Brews
Sample traditional favorites and specialty brews
in the parking lot or from the bar inside.

Abita / Ayinger / Bell’s / Deschutes
Dogﬁsh Head/ Founders / Hammerheart
Lefthand/ Prairie /
/ Shipyard
Sierra Nevada / Stone / Weihenstephan
West 6and many more!

1035 Chestnut St. Bowling Green, KY (On the Corner of Chestnut and 11th)
(270) 393-1800 • facebook.com/MellowMushroomBG
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Administrators revamp Title IX compliance policies

BY TREY CRUMBIE

NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Administrators are working
to make sure WKU complies
with federal Title IX policies
to the fullest extent, which includes a revamped list of WKU
employees designated to handle aspects related to Title IX.
President Gary Ransdell said
there are multiple reasons for
the more substantive Title IX
policies.
“It’s the right thing to do,”
Ransdell said. “But the impetus behind it is the federal government is raising the level of
scrutiny and expatiation.”
The exact language of Title

IX states “no person in the
United States shall, on the
basis of sex, be excused from
participation in, be denied the
benefits of, or be subjected
to discrimination under any
education program or activity
receiving federal financial assistance.”
The Title IX federal guidelines are not limited to equal
opportunity in athletics regardless of gender. The guidelines include equal treatment
in regards to admissions, recruitment, grading and the
handling of sexual harassment.
“It has to do with treating
people fairly,” Ransdell said.

The United States Department of Education released
a list of 55 colleges who were
under investigation for how
they handled sexual violence
and harassment complaints
in May. WKU did not appear
on the list.
“I don’t want us to appear on
any federal watch list for anything we didn’t do well,” Ransdell said.
Ransdell announced via
email in July that Huda Melky,
director of the Equal Opportunity Department, was appointed to Title IX coordinator. More than 10 deputies,
made up of administrators
and staff, were also appointed

to help with compliance.
“They’ve been trained and
they’re putting a lot of time
and effort into making sure
that we’re going to be compliant…” Ransdell said.
The email also highlighted
both non-anonymous and
anonymous ways to report
sexual assault incidents.
Deborah Wilkins, general
counsel, said there have not
been strict guidelines on how
to handle sexual assault reports, but the report forms
were recommended.
Richard Miller, vice provost
and chief diversity officer, said
Title IX compliance isn’t limited to just appointing officers,

but also educating faculty,
staff and students on the nature of sexual assault is crucial.
Wilkins and Miller are both
appointed as Title IX deputies.
The education component
will come in a multitude of
ways, including a pamphlet
and questionnaire for firstyear students.
Ransdell said federal Title
IX policies have undergone
significant changes in a small
amount of time.
“It’s a totally different world
than what it was even a year
ago, let alone two or three
years ago, just because of the
amount of effort that has been
put into it,” he said.

New Gatton director dreamed of leading school
BY AARON MUDD

“I thought ‘why did it take me
so long to figure out I’m supposed to be teaching,’” she said.
For Lynette Breedlove, the
After getting her teaching
new director of the Gatton credentials, Breedlove began
Academy, teaching was a pas- teaching special education
sion she discovered acciden- in 1997. During her time as a
tally. Originally, she studied to teacher, Breedlove’s colleague
be a pediatrician.
suggested she become trained
“Since I was little, I have al- in gifted education.
ways wanted to work with
Breedlove agreed and bekids,” Breedlove said.
gan taking courses. She said
She studied psychology at she was hooked from the first
Rhodes College as an
class.
undergrad from 1989
“It was a six hour
to 1993 because she
class in an auditorium
wanted to take a holison a Saturday, and I
tic approach to mediwas riveted the whole
cine. Once she got to
time,” she said.
medical school, she
After becoming a
learned that it wasn’t
gifted education spefor her.
cialist in 1999, BreedLynette
“For me, medical
love took the next step
school was very much Breedlove and became a Gifted
about disease and not
and Talented coordiabout people,” she said. “And nator in 2002 and then took
I had a hard time making that another job in Houston as a diconnection.”
rector for Advanced Academic
Breedlove
left
medical Studies in 2005. Finding the
school and tried something next direction was challenging
different.
for Breedlove.
“I moved to a smaller town
She found clarity while
and found a job as a juvenile implementing an idea for a
probation officer,” she said.
school for gifted kids. Her efBreedlove spent a lot of forts included researching
her time teaching in several how to address the needs of
classrooms across three Texas gifted students, which culcounties in the late 1990s. It minated in the founding of
was an experience she loved.
the Spring Branch School for
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
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Continued from FRONT

One-third of the building will be
dedicated to housing the Honors College faculty and staff. The building will
also be the home for the Kentucky Institute for International Studies, Study
Abroad and Global Learning and the
Office of Scholar Development.
The Honors College has grown from
a couple hundred students to around
1,300 students since 2005. Craig Co-

Highly Gifted Students.
“That kind of helped me
know the next step, and so I
started looking for opportunities to lead a school specifically in gifted ed,” she said.
After eight years as a director for Advanced Academic
Studies, Breedlove is at Gatton
Academy where she has been
since July.
“I don’t really have a plan for
after Gatton,” she said. “I think
my focus now is learning all
the ins and outs of how things
work here and then planning
on how we continue to move
forward.”
Breedlove replaced Tim
Gott, the previous director of
the academy, after he became
principal of Palmetto Scholars
Academy.
Guthrie junior Annie Wheeler was a Gatton student.
Wheeler works at the same
office as Breedlove, and thinks
Breedlove is a good fit for the
position.
“I think she’s really trying,
you know, to listen to the students,” Wheeler said. “I think
she’s just trying to get to know
everybody ‘cause it’s definitely
like a big family.”
Julia Roberts, executive director of the Center for Gifted
Studies, played a role in the
search for a new director.

bane, executive director of the Honors College, said the Honors College
doesn’t have any dedicated classrooms
and Honors faculty remain in separate
buildings across campus.
“I have people trying to report to me
from five different places. It’s really hard
for a unit to function that way,” he said.
A new food venue will also arrive with
the new building. The venue will provide a wider range of vegan and vegetarian options as well as international
food options.

“She has a deep knowledge
of gifted young people,” Roberts said. “That’s what she has
developed as her expertise and
her work in Houston was developing a school for highly gifted
students. So she brings lots of
experience with a similar group,
and she has lots of leadership
experience that she brings.”
Breedlove works closely with
Roberts, as both Gatton and
the Center for Gifted Studies
share similar goals. Breedlove
said it’s important for them to
work together.
“So, she and I are working
together a lot on how do we
take Gatton to the next step
and how do we bring in other
stakeholders to share in building the vision of Gatton for the
future,” Breedlove said.
Breedlove appreciates the
summer programs the Center
for Gifted Studies offers because
it allows young students to see
what the high school offers.
The academy was named
the number one public high
school in the U.S. for the third
year in a row by The Daily
Beast website in August. The
ranking is based on several
indicators such as graduation
and college acceptance rates,
college-level courses and
standardized test scores.
Breedlove said earning the

“When you talk about culture, one of
the key elements you need to understand is the food,” Cobane said. “There
is going to be a cooler for international
soda and there will also be international candy.”
There will be many unique features
of the building, including a circle of international flags in front of the building, a 5-foot transparent globe that will
be in the center of the lobby and an
outdoor classroom.
“We have really tried hard through

recognition was a result of focusing on the students.
The academy scored high in
areas such as graduation and
college readiness, but ranked
15 percent in the “free/reduced lunch” category.
Breedlove said free and reduced lunch is a federal way to
measure low socioeconomic
status.
“Gatton has not done a great
deal of tracking our families’
financial status,” Breedlove
said. “But that is something
that we are going to begin
looking at because we want
to make sure that we are very
accurate in knowing what percent of our students would
qualify for free and reduced
lunch.”
Breedlove said the school
wants to remove any barriers that may keep kids from
accessing the school, such as
parents having to drive long
distances to pick up their children when the academy closes
for a weekend once a month.
Another priority, Breedlove
said, is recruiting and marketing the school to students
across Kentucky.
The school has had students
from 113 of 120 Kentucky
counties, but some counties
have only had one student attend, she said.

design and through branding to make
international students feel like that we
put a little piece of their home into this
building…” Ogden said.
The project is expected to be complete in July 2015 and ready for use
next fall.
“This is the university’s building. It’s
for all students,” said Cobane. “This is
meant to be the gateway to the world.
Whether that is the world coming to us
or us going to the world.”

RENDERING PROVIDED BY KERRA OGDEN

FRESHMEN
Continued from FRONt

which they made for prospective students and parents, Meredith said.
This plan is preparing them for customer relationship management,
which will help them manage all communications; electronic, paper, snail
mail and more, he said.
Meredith said other facets of WKU,
such as the Honors College and the

Study Abroad programs, are used in
the recruiting process.
“It’s an easy sell,” Meredith said. “It’s
just getting out there in front of those
families, wherever they may be.”
All scholarship categories offered at
WKU are up, Meredith said.
“WKU is up in awards well over 40
percent,” he said. “This means that one,
students are paying attention, and two,
they are accepting the scholarships and
seeing value in the WKU product.”

QUICK FACTS ABOUT THE FRESHMEN CLASS

23.5 AVERAGE ACT SCORE, up from 22.8 last fall
40 percentage of students receiving scholarships
28 Students from 28 different states
98 students from 98 KY Counties
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EDITORIAL

OPINION

Have an opinion? Tweet us
@wkuherald or find us on Facebook
at WKUHerald as well. Let us know
your thoughts about the editorial, or
write us with what is on your mind.
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@Dmarq94: This day in history. 1
year ago today UK loses to WKU for
the second straight year. Carry on.
— Sent 4:13pm · 31 Aug 2014

N
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PS.

@FunSizedDIME Its deaddddd at
wku man. — Sent 9:03pm · 31 Aug
2014

@SirShitTalker: Some of the confessions on WKU Confessions need
to not. — Sent 8:20pm · 31 Aug 2014

em-lits
@Shannnon_2013: Wku wants me
to starve — Sent 7:11pm · 31 Aug
2014
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@camlevis: Watching the #WKU
game again on my DVR. Seriously,
Brandon Doughty was money the
whole game. This team is REALLY
good guys. #GoTOPS — Sent 11:31
AM - 31 Aug 2014

UT
“BEA

@bubbaprog: THEY S'POSED TO BE
SEC — Sent 4:04 PM - 30 Aug 2014

No parking here, no parking there,

No parking anywhere

THE ISSUE: Parking at WKU is an
expensive nightmare.

OUR STANCE: The university
shouldn’t be making money off a
service that it can’t provide.

W

KU made many changes to
parking this year. Housing
passes are divided into a class
system. Commuter parking is limited,
and the passes sold out the second day
of fall classes. Most importantly, WKU
is down another 250 parking spaces,
bringing the total number of lost spots
for the past two years to 500.
Commuters are greeted with a traffic
jam each and every morning as they
arrive on the Hill. By the time the average commuting student makes it to
class, they’ll have passed endless rows
of cars and countless confusing parking zones.
For a university struggling with retention, it really feels like WKU doesn’t
want commuting students to ever
make it to class in the first place.
The changes have affected more
than just commuters. Half the lots
that previously serviced anyone with a
housing pass are now only for the up-

per echelon of on-campus students –
those with premium housing permits.
These passes give access to additional
parking spots closer to dorms.
These spots used to cost the same
$90 non-premium students are paying. Now that they’ve been classified
as premium, their price has doubled
to $180. There’s nothing different
about these spots except the price increase. Of course, the university is limited in the number of passes it can sell
this year.
The issue wouldn’t be as bad if the
university was offering solutions besides parking lots farther away, connected to campus by transit services.
WKU’s transportation page urges
commuting students to arrive early
to campus. No number of emails requesting that students park at South
Campus will solve the problem.
Class has only been in session for a
little over a week. Hiccups would admittedly be expected, but the current
state of affairs is a catastrophe.
Thankfully, our parking passes are
still cheaper than most schools. At the
University of Kentucky, for instance,
residential and commuter passes
both cost $264. It can be a comforting
thought during the daily drive around

campus.
People are parking in the grass adjacent to distant parking lots. Housing
students are divided and commuting
students are an afterthought. Promises made that parking wouldn’t be a
problem are not being kept.
If you purchased a commuter pass,
you essentially bought a lottery ticket
that you get to play every day of class.
If you win, you get a parking spot and
the envy of your frustrated classmates.
If you lose, you’re late to class. Luckily WKU is offering consolation prizes
to students who fail to find a proper
parking spot – parking tickets, yet another source of transportation income
for WKU.
You may be reading this while waiting for class to start. Your professor is
off in the parking structure, cursing at
a white Volkswagon masquerading as
an available parking spot behind an
SUV. You may have experienced a similar situation hours earlier when you
arrived to ensure that you could find a
spot for your 10:20 a.m. class.
Hopefully, there will be more parking
next year. For now, students will continue to struggle to make it to class and
WKU will continue to struggle its way
into students’ wallets.

@Karaiyn: I'd hate to be
@WKUBigRed on a hot day. Jeez.
#wku — Sent 7:47pm · 31 Aug 2014

@JMalikPeele_34: I might be the
hardest safety in bowling green! —
Sent 1:09pm · 31 Aug 2014

@BrandonDoughty: Winning is
fun! #GodTheGlory #JustOneGame
#Tops — Sent 1:58 AM - 30 Aug 2014

@JeffBrohm: So proud of this team
tonight - our guys played for each
other and got a W over a very good
team. Thx for all the support! Go
TOPS! — Sent 12:26 AM - 30 Aug 2014

Heard around the roundabout
“I didn’t get hit and
nobody else got hit
around me. It was
pretty smooth.”
Owingsville
sophomore Collin Ray
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“It was very confusing. I had no
idea where to go, and I swerved in
front of a car. I act like it’s still
closed until I can get one of my
friends to drive me through.”
Morgantown sophomore
Sierra Fields
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HELP WANTED
Rafferty's of Bowling Green is hiring Servers!
Apply in person Monday thru Friday
between 2pm and 4pm.
1939 Scottsville Road
Top Dollar Potential Earnings!
Great Working Atmosphere!

City of Bowling Green
AEROBICS INSTRUCTOR
Parks & Recreation Department
Instructs aerobic activites, including yoga, spinning, and
other specialty classes. CPR & First Aid
Certifications required. Classes may be taught in the
mornings, evenings, or weekend. Hours/days may vary.
$17.64 per hour. Positions open until filled.
Interested applicants should obtain an employment
application from the Human Resources Department
in City Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling Green, or
from our website at www.bgky.org.
The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity
Employer and a Certified Drug-Free Workplace.

FOR SALE
BUY-SELL-TRADE: Games, DVDs, Records!
Also: Comics, CDs, Toys, CCGs, RPGs, more!
The Great Escape Records & Comics
2495 Scottsville Rd. (Near Greenwood Mall)
615-782-8092

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading
or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution
when answering ads, especially when asked to send money or provide
credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not responsible for
the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

PREVIOUS CROSSWORD SOLUTION

40 Get a move on
ACROSS
1 Herding dog name 41 Walking aid
44 Currier of Currier
5 Pledge of
& Ives
Allegiance ender
8 Red Cross red cross, 47 Netanyahu, for one
49 River to the Elbe
e.g.
50 Boorish
14 Ember, perhaps
52 Clay being of
15 Cattle call
Jewish lore
16 Diatribe
56 King’s “__ Lot”
17 Valedictorian,
59 Picnic serving,
typically
and when divided
19 Duplicates
20 Muskrat relatives properly, a hint to
21 Company with a a hidden feature of
six pairs of puzzle
bull in its logo
answers
22 Highly skilled
23 When Juliet asks 62 Dodges
“wherefore art thou 63 West Germany’s
first chancellor
Romeo?”
64 Musical Dion
25 Ici __: French
65 Quarterback Tebow
“here and there”
66 100 C-notes
28 First female
Supreme Court justice 67 Big name in lawn
care
32 “Consider it
done!”
68 1940s mil. zone
36 “__ say more?”
69 Language that gave
37 Yeats’ land: Abbr. us “clan”
38 Green gemstones

DOWN
1 Italy’s La __
2 Bamboozled
3 Invitation on a
fictional cake
4 More roly-poly
5 “You’re so right!”
6 Extended
7 “__ luck!”
8 “Blah, blah, blah,”
briefly
9 Great number of
10 Element #35
11 Path in a pool
12 River of central
Germany
13 Boot camp meal
18 Word of agreement
24 Awaken
26 Great Society
monogram
27 Self-titled 1991
debut album
29 Classic beverage
brand
30 Cartoon canine
31 Cambodian cash
32 Not yet final,

legally
33 Scraps
34 High-fiber fruit
35 Educator LeShan
39 “Zip it!”
42 Met the challenge
43 Agitate
45 One of the noble
gases
46 Nursery arrival
48 Girls
51 Schedule
53 Gumbel’s “Today”
successor
54 Idyllic places
55 Sign on an onramp
56 Brief moments
57 “__ plaisir!”
58 Composer of the
opera “Le Roi d’Ys”
60 Adjust to fit,
perhaps
61 One in an office
exchange

SUDOKU PUZZLES

SEEK & FIND
FRESHMEN
SOPHOMORE
JUNIOR

SENIOR
MEAL PLANS
BUS STOP

HOMEWORK
PARKING
PASS

HILLTOPPER
STUDY

COMMUTER
BIG RED
BLACKBOARD
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Junior defensive back Forrest Coleman jumps as the team rushes onto the field before the WKU vs. Bowling Green State game on Friday.

FIRED UP
ABOVE: Union sophomore Sam Kirby performs outside of Downing
Student Union before Friday's game.
RIGHT: The Big Red Marching Band marches past Downing Student
Union during the Topper Walk before Friday's football game.
NICK WAGNER/HERALD

The WKU football team waits to take the field before the Bowling Green State game on Friday.

MIKE CLARK/HERALD

SEPTEMBER 2, 2014 > WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY

WKUHERALD.COM

LIFE

20 Years
of Speed
BY TREY CRUMBIE

NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

A simple brand name
served as a unity point this
past week.
Several thousand people
descended upon Bowling
Green Wednesday through
Saturday to celebrate the
20th anniversary of the National Corvette Museum.
The museum, located off
of Interstate 65, is a shrine
to the American sports car.
Guests came and looked
at more than 70 sleek cars,
which are scattered sporadically inside and outside of
the building while learning
a little bit about the brand
itself. The building is about

a mile away from the Bowling Green Assembly Plant,
where the Corvettes are
made.
Numerous
Corvette-related seminars were held
during the three-day event,
including a lecture by Jason
Polk, assistant professor of
Geosciences, on how sinkholes are formed.
Polk said sinkholes aren’t
just defined by holes in the
ground, but can be a small
depression in the ground.
During his lecture, Polk
displayed a partial aerial
map of Bowling Green which
highlighted areas where
sinkholes were found. The
map contained more than

100 sinkholes.
“They’re really common in
this area,” he said.
The museum made international headlines in February when a sinkhole formed
in the Skydome, a spiral
dome building connected
to the museum. Eight cars
were swallowed, including a
1993 40th anniversary Corvette, and the 1 millionth
Corvette produced, a white
1992 convertible.
Several WKU faculty assisted in assessing the damage
when the sinkhole formed.
On Saturday, the Board of
Directors for the Corvette
Museum voted to fill the
45-feet wide, 60-feet long

WILLIAM KOLB/HERALD

The new Corvette C7-R race car took hot laps around the newly built Motorsports Park in Bowling Green during the Corvette
Museum's 20th anniversary celebration on Friday.

NAOMI DRIESSNACK/SPECIAL TO THE HERALD

Spectators board the shuttle from the Corvette Museum to the
Motorsports Park to watch the Motorsports Park Grand Opening
Ceremony on Thursday. The event welcomed people from all
over the world for the National Corvette Museum's 20th Anniversary Celebration.
and 30-feet deep hole. The
sinkhole, which has become
an attraction, would be too
expensive to keep open, according to a press release.
“We really wanted to preserve a portion of the hole
so that guests for years to
come could see a little bit of
what it was like, but after receiving more detailed pricing, the cost outweighs the
benefit,” Corvette Museum
Executive Director Wendell
Strode said in a press re-

lease.
Museum visitation has increased nearly 70 percent
since the sinkhole formed.
The sinkhole repairs will
begin in November and will
take around six months to
complete. Guests will be
able to watch the repairs
through a Plexiglas wall.
All of the cars were pulled
out of the sinkhole in the
months following its formation. Chevrolet will restore

SEE CORVETTE PAGE B2

Local art scene adds color to city culture
BY MACKENZIE
MATHEWS

LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

While it may not seem like it
at first glance, Bowling Green
has a tight-knit, creative art
community.

MACKENZIE MATHEWS/HERALD

A student practices his technique after Art Matters owner and art
teacher, Teresa Christmas, instructed him on Pollock's "dancing"
around the canvas.

WKU art professor Beth Reitmeyer has taken note of it
since moving here from Chicago.
“I think it’s a quirky and
endearing part of Bowling
Green,” Reitmeyer said. “As
a place, it’s ‘what you see is
what you get — if you like it,
fine, and if you don’t, too bad.’
I think it’s strangely refreshing
in that sense.”
In Chicago, Reitmeyer taught
at DePaul and Northwestern
University while continuing
to work on her art to maintain
her life as a painter and installation artist.
In order to be closer to her
family, Reitmeyer, a Louisville
native, returned to Kentucky
and currently teaches at WKU.
After living in Chicago’s art
world for almost two decades,
she noticed some differences
in Bowling Green’s art community. Reitmeyer said the

goal of an artist is to not only
get art in the public eye, but
in private homes. Having your
work featured in local galleries
is a priority in Chicago, while
Bowling Green artists take a
more lax approach to the business.
“People aren’t necessarily ambitious at it,” Reitmeyer
said. “They’re not trying to get
into a new gallery and change
the world.”
Events and institutions keep
the Bowling Green art community connected. ArtWorks
is a prominent coalition in
the city. Artists can have their
work featured in exhibitions,
while enjoying the company
of fellow art enthusiasts.
The Art Hop is another major work and social event
within the art community. For
five Fridays a year, galleries
around town open their doors
to the public.

“There are a variety of venues, and you learn who to
work with at those venues and
what their style is,” Reitmeyer
said.
Lynne Ferguson, the Kentucky Museum’s artist-inresidence, has worked in and
around Bowling Green’s art
scene since the 1970s.
“Bowling Green’s art world
seems to be pretty interconnected to me, and it’s as if whatever organization you’re working within, you run into the
same people,” she said. “I think
it’s an inclusive organization.”
One local art instructor has
found her place amongst a
younger generation in Bowling Green.
Teresa Christmas, who majored in art at WKU, is going
on 12 years as the artist-in-residence at Cumberland Trace
Elementary School.

SEE ART SCENE PAGE B2
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Non-traditional student
finds home in forensics
BY WHITNEY ALLEN
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

Non-traditional students are
a part of nearly every campus,
but the backstory of each student varies. Venice Beach, California junior Haywood Hogan,
a non-traditional student and
forensics team member, took
an especially unique path before finding himself at WKU.
Upon
graduating
high
school, Hogan learned his
girlfriend, and later wife, was
pregnant with his second son.
At the time, he was working
as a cook in a local restaurant.
With another son on the way,
he knew he had to do something.
Hogan enlisted in the Army
where he worked in Field Artillery and Military Intelligence.
“I went in to it as a way to
support my family,” Hogan
said.
After serving eight years, it
was time for another change.
Hogan had held several jobs,
but was not yet satisfied.
“I kept getting passed up for
jobs, in basically every position I was in I was as far as I
was ever going to go without a
degree,” Hogan said. “So I put
myself back in school.”
Hogan was simultaneously
enrolled in three community
colleges. “Getting older I felt
like…I still feel like I don’t have
time to waste time, I want to
get things moving,” he said.
Hogan enrolled in an intro
to speech course at LA Valley

College. After his introductory speech, his professor approached him.
“He was an ex speech member and he said, ‘Hey, you
know what? You should try out
for the speech team.’”
With that encouragement,
Hogan tried out with a piece
of his own poetry. While he
always had an appreciation
for art, poetry and short stories, Hogan never anticipated
those passions leading him to
forensics.
“As a kid I was always told to
be quiet. It has kind of always
been a ‘be seen and not heard’
type thing,” Hogan said. “So
I had to have an outlet and
that’s how I expressed myself
throughout and it took me to
adulthood.”
Hogan was invited to join
the LA Valley College forensics
team after his audition. Two
years later, at age 42, he finds
himself here, across the nation
at WKU.
While Hogan is ecstatic to
be at WKU, being older than
most of his coaches has been
an adjustment.
“This opportunity is really
strange because sometimes
you don’t know where you fit
in,” Hogan said. “I hang out
with some of the younger people and they’ve accepted me
and embraced me being here.
They’ve made me feel quite at
home actually.”
Ganer Newman, the newly
announced director of Forensics, graduated from WKU in

ART SCENE

Continued from life

Along with her work at the elementary school, she also teaches at Art
Matters, a community art studio and
gallery. Christmas offers lessons and
acts as a curator, exhibiting local work
throughout the year.
Christmas teaches kids constructive
ways to express themselves. In a community like Bowling Green, there are

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD

2010. Newman said despite the
age gap, Hogan has meshed
with the team very well.
“Haywood is such an incredibly empathetic and conscientious person,” Newman
said. “He just jives so well with
everyone on the staff and on
the team that you don’t really
think twice about it.”
While the jump from active duty military to forensics
is quite a leap, Hogan doesn’t
find things to be all that surprising in perspective. His life
experiences have prepared
him for where he stands today.
“A lot of my life experiences
taught me to go for it and stop
being afraid because sometimes you don’t get a second
chance for that opportunity
itself,” Hogan said. “You just
do it. So when I’m presenting
a speech, my mentality is ‘I’m
here and there’s no turning
back.’”
Hogan attributes his ‘just do
it’ attitude and the dedication
and discipline that forensics
requires to his time spent in
the military. After he graduates from WKU in 2016, Hogan
plans to go to law school.
“That’s not an option or
something I want to do,” Hogan said. “It’s something I’m
going to do.”
Newman reiterates that the
team is composed of 48 vastly
different people, with Hogan
adding to the variety of personalities.
“What helps our team is having those diverse perspectives
on different issues,” Newman
said. “Whether it’s a man in
his 40s who has children and
has served honorably in the
military or if its someone who
comes from a background of
less privilege, or from differ-

many families that find themselves in
low-income situations, and without
art, those kids could get into trouble,
Christmas said.
“The arts can make kids feel good
about themselves and give them positive self-esteem,” she said. “It can give
a lot of kids some direction.”
“As a community, I think we can feel
good about our arts. I think it’s going to
continue to get bigger, to do well and
be more artsy.”

NICK WAGNER/HERALD

Venice Beach, California junior Haywood Hogan is a non-traditional student and forensics team member at WKU. Hogan, 42, is
the oldest member and only the second non-traditional student
to ever be on the team.
ent background, all walks of
life. It really contributes to the
different voices we have in the
activity.”
Regardless of their diverse
backgrounds, Hogan’s high
expectations are in good company with his teammates. The
WKU forensics team has multiple national championships

CORVETTE
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the 2009 Corvette ZR1 prototype,
known as the “Blue Devil,” and the
1 millionth Corvette made. The
National Corvette Museum will restore the 1962 Corvette with money
provided by Chevrolet. The other
five cars are too damaged to be restored, but will be put on display in
the museum.

as well as 10 World Championships.
“Western to me is a no brainer,” Hogan said. “They have
high expectations and I have
high expectations for myself.
I’m only going to do this once,
so why not go to the best university in the United States in
this activity?”

The sinkhole was not the only attraction for the museum this week.
The National Corvette Museum
Motorsports Park opened Thursday.
The idea to implement the track
occurred in 2007 according to its
website. The 184-acre park, located
across from the museum, contains
a 3.15 mile road course and will primarily be used for both driving education and recreational purposes.

Gordon Ford College of Business

Backyard BBQ

Thursday, September 4
3-5 p.m.
p ~ Grise Hall
all Backyard
B
Learn about
student clubs

Discover a
new majo
r!

Hot dofree
gs,
drinkschips,

Fun
giveaways
Open t
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YOUR COMMUNITY...YOUR COLLEGE
At SKYCTC you can earn a quality education at an
affordable price. Courses listed are transferable to WKU.
CLASSES BEGINNING OCTOBER 20th INCLUDE:
Introduction to Computers
Introduction to Sociology
Interpersonal Communications
Regional Geography of World
American Government

History of the US Since 1865
The Solar System
Writing II
Introduction to Music
Psychology

FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF CLASSES

Go to: www.southcentral.kctcs.edu/Academics

Phone: (855) 246-2482
www.southcentral.kctcs.edu

APPLY NOW FOR CLASSES BEGINNING OCTOBER 20TH
REGISTRATION FOR THE SPRING 2015 SEMESTER BEGINS OCTOBER 1ST
kentucky community and technical college system
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NOW PLAYING

‘As Above, So Below’ only offers scares

BY JACKSON FRENCH

OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM

The found footage movie is
getting stale. In the wake of
films like “Cloverfield” and the
“Paranormal Activity” series,
“As Above, So Below” is years
late to the party but still manages to wring some scares out
of the depleted subgenre.
As the big screen equivalent of those haunted house
attractions that pop up like
mushrooms every October,

the movie is a success. From catacombs with the characthe moment the characters ters.
go underground, an
Though the movie
unsettling
atmohas plenty of jump
sphere falls over the
scares, there’s also
theater. Making the
some existential horror in the form of
effect especially suclooping corridors and
cessful is the way this
movie is shot. Taking
other unexplainable
place mainly in tight
phenomena. Though
corridors, “As Above,
the story is a bit lackJackson
So Below” is presented
ing in real drama, “As
French
as found footage, makAbove, So Below” raising it especially claustropho- es the heart rate and makes
bic. Watching the movie, you the viewer dread rounding
feel like you’re trapped in the the next corner.

Speaking of story, that’s
where this movie falls short.
The premise is that these
young’uns go into the catacombs beneath Paris in search
of a magical object called the
philosopher’s stone. They enter hell and are tormented by
brutal manifestations of their
pasts. The problem is these
pasts aren’t adequately explained. Every threat is supposed to be linked to someone’s history but half the time
it’s unclear how. Some of the
people and monsters encoun-

tered in the catacombs appear
for no reason at all. Seeing the
characters die has the power
to make you jump in your seat
but not to make you understand or care about their fates.
The way the movie makes you
feel trapped underground is
the only thing that helps the
viewer feel invested.
If all you want is a fun, forgettable romp, “As Above, So
Below” has all the essential
ingredients. Sadly, though, it
never rises above its simple,
shock-value driven nature.

WKU Sisterhood donating $30,000 to improve university

BY STEPHANIE JESSIE

LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

The WKU Sisterhood, founded in 2009 by a group of women with a passion for the university, follows a principle to
make a difference in the WKU
community.
Their
mission,
aligned
with WKU’s, is to prepare all
students to be productive,
engaged and responsible
members of society. One way
they honor their mission is
by awarding a grant of up to
$30,000 to anyone with an
idea for a project to improve
WKU.

“Anyone can apply as long as
the project positively impacts
the university,” Sisterhood
member Amy Miller said.
Miller is also the director of
development for the Gordon
Ford College of Business.
Last year’s winners were
Textbooks for Troops, a program providing free textbooks
for troops, and GET SET GO, a
wellness program that works
to promote a healthier, more
active lifestyle for children
in grades K-8. Both received
checks for $20,000, respectively, to be put toward improving
and obtaining new materials
to better their individual services.

The application requires indepth descriptions of how the
money will be spent, who the
project affects and how the
project will impact the university in the long term.
From there, five finalists will
be chosen to present their
project proposals at the annual Sisterhood meeting in
October. Each voting member
is allotted one vote to put toward the project they believe
deserves a grant the most.
The money is available for
the winner to begin their projects immediately, Miller said.
The winner is required to attend the 2015 meeting to update Sisterhood members on

the status of their project.
“The Sisterhood is a very
special group of loyal women
pooling their resources to
make a difference at WKU,”
Julie Ransdell, Sisterhood
co-chair, stated on the organization’s website. “Together
we choose a different project
each year—a bigger project
than we would likely be able
to do by ourselves.”
Members each donate a gift
of $1,000 or more to be used
toward the grant and ensure
membership, which is put
into a restricted fund to be
used toward the yearly grant.
They must continue donating
the same amount every year if

they wish to be involved.
“Some pay monthly through
TopNet, some have endowed
it and some women have it
as part of their estate,” Miller
said.
Any woman affiliated with
WKU, alumna, friend, faculty,
staff or student, can attend
the October meeting, but their
votes would not be included in
the final decision if they have
not made the $1,000 donation.
For more information on
joining the Sisterhood or for
application information, visit
www.wku.edu/sisterhood. All
applications must be submitted electronically. The deadline is Friday, Sept. 12.

Calendar

Tuesday, sept. 2
Student Government Association meeting
Location: DSU 2085
Time: 5 p.m.

The Extended Mission on Mars
Location: Hardin Planetarium
Time: 7 p.m.

Yard Show
Location: Colonnade
Time: 7 p.m.

Campus Activities Board meeting
Location: DSU 2081
Time: 7 p.m.

Wednesday, sept. 3
Relay for Life kickoff
Location: DSU 1037
Time: 6 p.m.

thursday, sept. 4
The Extended Mission on Mars
Location: Hardin Planetarium
Time: 7 p.m.

Live on the Green music festival
Location: 1 Public Square, Nashville
Time: 5 p.m.
Musical Acts Playing: Johnnyswim, Delta Spirit, Cage
the Elephant

Friday, sept. 5
5th annual Holley LS Fest begins
Location: Beech Bend Park and Raceway

Live on the Green music festival
Location: 1 Public Square, Nashville
Time: 4 p.m.
Musical Acts: Daniel Ellsworth & The Great Lakes, Augustana, G. Love & Special Sauce, The Wild Feathers

saturday, sept. 6
South Warren Duathlon
Location: Michael O. Buchanan Park
Time: 8 a.m.
Color in Motion 5K Run
Location: Phil Moore Park
Time: 9 a.m.

Sunday, sept. 7
The Extended Mission on Mars
Location: Hardin Planetarium
Time: 2 p.m.
5th annual Holley LS Fest ends
Location: Beech Bend Park and Raceway

monday, sept. 8
Black Student Alliance meeting
Location: DSU 2124
Time: 6 p.m.
HOLAS Meeting
Location: DSU 3004
Time: 6 p.m.
WKU vs. MTSU Blood Drive competition begins
Location: Preston Center
Time: Noon
Disney’s Fantasia
Location: Southern Kentucky Performing Arts Center
Time: 7:30 p.m.

Live on the Green music festival
Location: 1 Public Square, Nashville
Time: Noon
Musical Acts: Phin, Sugar and the Hi-Lows, Ingrid
Michaelson, LP, The Lone Bellow, Jake Bugg
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Sophomore Jack Goetz leads the team in stretches after their first game of the season against the University of Louisville. WKU tied U of L 22-22.

NOT SO FRIENDLY

Hilltopper rugby team ties UL in first D-I exhibition
BY BILLY RUTLEDGE
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The WKU Rugby Team has joined men’s Division 1-AA for the first time this season, and in its
first friendly on Saturday against the University
of Louisville, the team earned a 22-22 draw. The
team’s first regular season game will be played
this weekend at Middle Tennessee State.
The team will be participating in the True South
Conference, which includes 10 other teams, such
as the University of Kentucky, Auburn and Middle
Tennessee State.
“It’s kind of a purgatory place for us right now,”
Junior Captain Jacob Schwandt said. “We are seen
as a club sport, but we are playing with teams
that are sanctioned and have scholarships and
locker rooms. We are hoping we can earn that extra help from the university and prove ourselves.”
After a trial season last year proved that WKU
could field a full team and not break team rules,
the Hilltoppers were promoted to the new division. With the new title, the sport of rugby is starting to grow on campus.
“Last year, we did really well and ended up
getting accepted into D1-AA, a self-independent
rugby conference,” Schwandt said. “We are a USA
Rugby sanctioned team and it’s picking up more
HARRISON HILL/HERALD
and more steam each semester and having that
Sophomore Jaylen Johnson is tackled during the WKU rugby team's first Division I game against the University
D1 label attracts more prospects.”
of Louisville on Saturday.

SPORTS BRIEFS

Doughty named C-USA
Offensive Player of the
Week
Redshirt senior quarterback Brandon Doughty was named Conference USA’s Offensive
Player of the Week on Monday after his standout performance against Bowling Green State
in the Hilltoppers’ season-opening victory.
Doughty completed 46-of-56 passes for 569
yards and six touchdowns.
Doughty and the Hilltopper offense broke six
FBS school records in the season opener with
702 total yards of offense, 59 points, 40 first
downs, six single-game touchdown passes, 569
single-game passing yards and 46 single-game
completions.
Doughty currently leads the NCAA in passes
completed, passing yards and passing touchdowns.

Cross Country
places at Belmont
The WKU men’s and women’s cross-country
teams participated in the Belmont opener for
the second-straight year this weekend and
placed third and seventh, respectively.
Senior David Mokone finished fourth in the
field with a time of 15:14.89, beating his score
at last year’s opener where he came in fifth for
the Hilltoppers. Along with Mokone, sophomore Peter Agaba was one of the top finishers
for the men’s team, finishing 13th at 15:31.46.
Junior Katie Lever finished at 18:29.33 for a
26th place finish for the Lady Toppers. Junior
Louise Hill-Stirling came in not far behind Lever
at 18:41.97, earning 29th for the women’s 5k.
The men’s and women’s teams will not have
a race this week, but will be back in action at
the Commodore Classic the following week on
Sept. 13 in Nashville.

Wkuherald.com

@wkuheraldsports

for
sports
news
and
wku live
tweeting
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VOLLEYBALL

Lady Tops endure growing pains in UNLV Invite

BY JONAH PHILLIPS

cas dished out 32 assists to
help compile 45 total kills.
Senior Heather Boyan was
right at the heels of Cavanaugh, tallying 10 kills and a .629
hitting mark.
The Lady Topper back row
was able to hold UCR to
31 kills and only a .064 hitting percentage – highlighted by sophomore Georgia
O’Connell’s 14 digs.
Junior Noelle Langenkamp tallied six blocks out of WKU’s 11.
This momentum would not
be enough to carry them on
to victory when they took on
host school UNLV later that
day.
“For me, I need to control
what I can control,” Langen-

SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
It was a weekend full of
growing pains as the WKU volleyball team tallied one win
and two losses in their first
three competitive matches of
the season at the University
of Nevada, Las Vegas invitational.
The Lady Toppers — who
have five freshmen on a roster of only 12 — started the
season off with a sweep of UC
Riverside (25-16, 25-20, 25-12)
and hit .400 as a team with just
nine attack errors.
Freshman Alyssa Cavanaugh
led the charge with 12 kills, as
fellow newcomer Jessica Lu-

kamp said. “We had way too
many unforced errors this
weekend — if I focus on controlling what I can control, it
will take a lot of pressure off
the younger players.”
For Head Coach Travis Hudson, the analysis of his team’s
play was similar.
“Our freshmen played like
freshmen,” Hudson said.
“What I am really looking for
is more consistency from our
upperclassmen.”
UNLV’s .279 hitting percentage combined with WKU’s 25
attack miscues allowed the
Rebels to sweep the Lady Toppers 3-0 (25-19, 25-20, 25-20).
WKU could not overcome 12
UNLV blocks and hit just .130 as

a team despite hitting .400 earlier that afternoon against UCR.
Lucas remained consistent,
managing another 32 assists for
a grand total of 64 on the day.
“I think we got a lot accomplished,” Langenkamp said.
“Even though we weren’t as
successful as we had hoped, it
definitely brought light to the
things we need to work on.”
After dishing out and getting
handed a sweep on their first
day of competition, the Lady
Toppers had one more match
against Cal State, Northridge.
WKU was then swept for
the second time, falling to nationally-recognized Cal State,
Northridge, 25-19, 25-20 and
25-22 on Saturday.

Enhancements add excitement
to game day experience
BY HALEY RUCKMAN
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
Game day activities on campus
have upgraded for fans with a revived tailgating location, new food
and other options to choose from
during games.
Tailgating on South Lawn is back
to normal after two years of Topper Café being housed on the lawn
while Downing Student Union was
being renovated.
“The Café looked foreign and out
of place,” graduate student Kalu
Njoku said. “I’m glad we have South
Lawn open to use again. It’s much
better like this.”
Ben Brewster, a 2007 WKU graduate, agreed with Njoku.
“Hopefully this will be the start
to being one of the best tailgating
spots on campus again like it used

FOOTBALL

Continued from sports
In addition, Doughty cemented
himself among the most storied
Conference USA quarterbacks of
all time in just his first game in the
league. The 6-foot-3-inch gunslinger’s six touchdowns are tied for a
league record, his 569 passing yards
rank No. 3 all-time and his 46 completions rank No. 4.
Only six quarterbacks on the FBS
level have thrown for more than 569
yards since 2004.
“I really didn’t know anything
about it until probably the fourth
quarter,” Doughty said. “They were
trying to tell me, and I just didn’t
even want to know. I just wanted
to stay locked in and, you know, I
didn’t want to get too high on it.”
Doughty’s primary target on
Friday was sophomore receiver
Taywan Taylor, who took the opportunity and ran with it. Taylor
racked up 12 catches for 185 yards
and a touchdown. His 185 receiving yards rank No. 3 nationally and
are the highest among Hilltopper
receivers since Joey Stockton’s 194
against Murray State in 1997.

to be when I was here as a student,”
Brewster said.
Students and families alike
came out to tailgate around campus. Many decided to camp out
next to the Preston Center, in
clear view of the stadium, to wait
for kick off.
Scott Taylor, who has been tailgating at WKU football games for more
than five years with his friends, said
he thinks South Lawn is the best
place to tailgate.
“You are literally steps away from
the field and you are in the center of
everything that is happening leading up to the game,” Taylor said.
Also new to fans is the food. Smith
Stadium now offers Moonlite BarB-Q, Pizza Hut and many other options for fans to enjoy.
“I like that they added Pizza Hut
this year,” sophomore Monique
Brummett said. “It’s fast and easy,

and really good during the game.”
Moonlite Bar-B-Q is quickly becoming a fan favorite as well, as long
lines of people waited to order during the game.
“It can be a long wait, but it’s worth
it when you get the BBQ,” freshman
Keylee Rainwaters said.
Businesses are also offering a new
way to cheer on the Hilltoppers, via
the tents on the goal line closest to
Guthrie Tower. These tents are available to rent during each home game.
Each addition to the game and the
hours leading up to it brings interesting opportunities for families,
companies and students alike.
“I like that they gave us all these
options to choose from,” Allie
Thomas, a freshman new to football games, said. “That way I can try
something new every game.”

“It shows how far we’ve come as
an offense,” Taylor said. “It shows all
the hard work we put in all summer,
all spring and it just all paid off tonight. We just came in with one goal
and that was to win.”
Taylor and redshirt junior receiver
Jared Dangerfield, a junior college
transfer, became the first WKU receiving duo to haul in 10+ receptions in the same game. Dangerfield
caught 10 balls for 92 yards and two
touchdowns.
Six Hilltoppers – Taylor, Dangerfield, senior tight end Mitchell Henry, redshirt senior Willie McNeal,
junior Antwane Grant and junior
Leon Allen – posted a minimum of
50 yards receiving. Allen added 93
rushing yards and a touchdown.
The national recognition isn’t
limited to the offense, either. Redshirt freshman defensive end Tanner Reeves’ two sacks ranks fourth
most in the country. Redshirt junior Nick Holt and redshirt senior
Cam Thomas each recorded six solo
tackles, which ranks 75th. Holt tallied a total of 7.5 tackles.
“Each
person
contributed,”
Brohm said. “We went into the game
knowing that, not only are we going

to play for the man upstairs, play for
our family, play for ourselves, play
for our friends – but we’re going to
play for our teammates. They definitely did that tonight.”
The Hilltoppers’ trouncing of
BGSU marked the fifth straight victory for WKU dating back to last
season, which is tied for sixth longest among FBS programs. The top
five is as follows: Florida State (17),
Michigan State (11), UT-San Antonio (6), Louisville (6), Oklahoma (5)
and WKU.
WKU continues its record-setting
season against Illinois at 11 a.m.
CDT on Saturday in Champaign,
Illinois. The Fighting Illini are currently favored by 1 1/2 points.
Doughty said after the seasonopening victory that relishing the
win was a must, but the memories
will be vacated in preparation for
the Hilltoppers’ next test.
“We had a little fun in the locker
room,” Doughty said on Friday.
“That’s part of it. You have to enjoy the wins and take the losses to
heart. That’s what we’re going to do.
We’re going to enjoy this tonight and
then tomorrow we’re going to clear
it out and work on Illinois.”
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It’s the first time since 2010
that WKU was swept in backto-back matches.
Langenkamp led WKU in
kills with eight in the match.
O’Connell continued to hold
down the back row, marking a
career-high 18 digs.
Lucas followed with seven
and also totaled 19 assists.
“It was what I expected,”
Hudson said of the weekend.
“We have a ton of talent on
this team; it is just too soon.”
The Lady Toppers will host
their season opener today at
7 p.m. versus Belmont, where
Hudson will look to continue
piecing together the team he
believes has a shot at the title
in their first season in C-USA.

SIDELINES

Continued from sports
Your players love playing that way.
We practiced it all spring, all summer, all fall and our guys are in great
condition.”
There’s not much you can do to top
breaking six FBS records in the first
game in a new conference. I’d be
really surprised if they scored more
than 59 points and accumulate more
than 708 yards of offense again.
Quarterback Brandon Doughty
may not throw for more than 500
yards every week or six touchdowns,
but the numbers are still going to be
pretty high.
We all saw a glimpse of this last year
when Bobby Petrino introduced this
pass-first offense, but we didn’t see it
unfold into what was unleashed Friday night.
A lot of that had to do with having
a proven running back like Antonio Andrews there as an indispensable weapon. Leon Allen could very
well develop into that, but for now,
they’ll use Doughty and arguably
the most talented wide receiver
core in WKU football history to get
the job done.
If you’re a fan of pound-it-out, conventional offense, this isn’t for you.
Friday night was evidence that WKU
has too many weapons not to stretch
the ball out across the field.
Brohm said he had studied the
spread offense partly by observing Oregon’s scheme. The Toppers
scored three times on quick receiver screen passes and ate up a lot of
yards with more of those plays. It’s
something Brohm admits will only
work if your team is fit for it.
“Traditionally on offense, 11 guys
have to execute to produce,” Brohm
said. “Sometimes when you can get
the ball on the perimeter fast, you
don’t need all 11 to do well. You look
at teams like Oregon — and I’ve
been out to Oregon and watched
them scrimmage before and sometimes they looked absolutely awful.
But when they get in the game, they
go so fast that they get some easy
touchdowns, they get some cheap
plays. We definitely want to try to
get a few cheap plays every now and
then as well.”
Call it cheap, call it what you want.
It doesn’t matter as long as the offense works. The secret is out of the
bag and if Friday night was any indication, it’s going to be very hard to
stop it.
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BRANDON CARTER/HERALD

Redshirt senior quarterback Brandon Doughty (12) throws the ball in the first half of the WKU vs. Bowling Green State game on Friday. Doughty broke three school records including single-game touchdown passes (6), single-game passing yards (569) and single-game completions (46).

SIDELINES

New Topper
offense is
scary, good
BY ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

MIKE CLARK/HERALD

Junior linebacker Nick Holt (10) tackles redshirt junior running back Travis Greene during the first half of WKU's game against
Bowling Green State on Friday at Smith Stadium.

Turning Heads

Tops make statement in season-opening rout of BGSU
BY KYLE WILLIAMS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

F

riday’s convincing 59-31 victory over Bowling Green State means more than just a win for
the Hilltoppers.
With a performance that yielded a total of six broken offensive records, WKU and first-year
Head Coach Jeff Brohm made it known that the Hilltoppers are a force to be reckoned with this
season.
WKU chalked up a record 59 points, 708 yards of total offense, 40 first downs and redshirt senior
quarterback Brandon Doughty set program marks with six touchdowns, 569 passing yards and 46
completions.
In just one game, Brohm and company shattered records that stood in the Hilltopper record
books for a combined 180 years.
“It was one of those games,” Brohm said. “Everything seemed like it went right. We got into a
groove and (Doughty) played tremendous and our receivers made tremendous plays with the
ball. You couldn’t have written the script any better. It’s a great first start.”
The Hilltoppers’ 40 first downs and all three of Doughty’s passing accomplishments rank No. 1 in
the country after week one and WKU’s yardage and total points rank No. 3 and No. 6, respectively.
WKU’s third-down completion percentage is also good for a No. 2 national ranking.
SEE FOOTBALL PAGE B5

For a single moment Friday
night, Head Coach Jeff Brohm
didn’t know what to do.
“Do I need to say anything or
just questions?” he asked football information director Kyle
Neaves before his first ever postgame press conference as a head
coach.
Brohm proceeded to give an
opening statement typical of
what any coach would after a
win, but almost as if his team
didn’t just beat
the snot out of
Bowling
Green
State, 59-31.
This is the new
wild, wild Western, featuring a
gunslingin’ quarterback that is
Elliott Pratt
going to zip the
ball around, put
up a bunch of numbers and help
score a lot of points.
And they’re going to take a long
time to do it. There were 167
plays ran that lasted three hours
and 39 minutes. WKU ran 96
plays against Bowling Green’s 71.
You could have left Bowling
Green at the start of the game
and driven to Nashville seen a
movie and driven back to Bowling Green as the game ended.
I keep a play-by-play log for every game. I prepare roughly five
pages in advance and usually
only add one or two more pages
by game’s end. I was on my seventh page by mid third quarter.
Two things are for certain —
this is the kind of offense you’re
going to see all year and I’m going to need some more notebooks.
“Well, we didn’t want to let the
secret out of the bag too early,”
Brohm said after the game. “We
told people we were practicing
that way to get ready for Bowling
Green, which we were, so there
is truth to that. But at the same
time, we feel like nowadays that's
the new thing in football: to go
fast and go with a great tempo.

SEE SIDELINES PAGE B5

