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PHOTOS BY TANNER COLE/HERALD
Students and families � ock to Jackson's Orchard for pumpkins and apples on Oct. 19. The orchard celebrated its third weekend of the annual Pumpkin Festival.

Audience Þ nds treasure, excitement in ÔEnchanted AtticÕ
BY STEPHANIE JESSIE
LIFE�WKUHERALD.COM

Pirates, puppets and talking 
cats populated the Gordon Wil-
son Lab Theater last weekend as 
the cast of “The Enchanted Attic” 
took stage.

The hour-long children’s play, 
directed by Lexington senior Eric 
Mattingly, began when three chil-
dren, Lance, Frieda and Josie, de-
cided to explore their Great Aunt 
Agnes’ attic in search of treasure. 
Instead, they found something 
they weren’t expecting: a magical 
window that grants wishes when-
ever they are near. 

Things became complicated 
when young Josie’s wish to be on 
a pirate ship brought the children 
face-to-face with the legendary 
Blackbeard and his kooky cronies.

After tricking the pirates into 
jumping ship, the children and 
their talking cat, So-Dumb, 
wished for a puppet found in an 
old trunk to become human. The 

marionette, Certainly Fairweath-
er, relies on the children and cat 
to � nd his master puppeteer once 
he comes to life. 

Somerset freshman Mason Ste-
vens played the loose-limbed 
character. He dedicated his time 
before the show’s debut not only 
to learning his lines, but studying 
the uncoordinated movements of 
puppets and marionettes.

“What I really found out when 
I acted as this character was that 
the craziness really messed not 
with, like, my outer personality, 
but how I kinda am on the in-
side,” Stevens said. “I’m all scat-
ter-brained and always trying to 
do stuff all at once.”

Stevens encourages other per-
formers to try for roles in chil-
dren’s plays.

“It lets you be as expressive as 
you want to be and really play, 
not just with the role, but with the 
audience, too,” Stevens said. “You 
can feed off the laughter which is 

LUKE FRANKE/HERALD
WKU students Gabriel Pless, Heather Moore and Asya Hildenbrand (left to right) peer from 
behind a wooden box during rehearsal of "The Enchanted Attic" on Oct. 10 inside the Gordon 
Wilson Lab Theatre.

Apples to Apples
JacksonÕs Orchard remains seasonal staple to community
BY ANNA LAWSON
LIFE�WKUHERALD.COM

It’s the time of year when the leaves 
are changing color, pumpkins are be-
ing sold in supermarkets and people 
are making their way, in droves, to Jack-
son’s Orchard for cider slushes, baked 
goods and orchard-grown produce.  

However, running the 105-acre farm 
is not all fun and games. It’s a business 
for owner Bill Jackson. He, along with 
the other workers, put an abundant 
amount of time and labor into the farm 
year-round, not just during the fall sea-
son.

“It is a different job every season. That 
makes it fun,” he said. “It takes lots of 
hard work and lots of people.”

Whether it is pruning one of the or-
chard’s 7,000 trees or packaging apples 
for the orchard’s store, the employees 
work the entire year to create a place 
for the whole family to enjoy. 

Annette Madison is one of the many 

hands helping on Jackson’s Orchard. 
Madison has been working at the or-
chard for 10 years.

“I love watching all the people enjoy 
themselves here,” she said.

Madison said she hopes to continue 
to see the orchard grow as it has in the 
past. 

“I just hope it gets bigger and better,” 
she said. 

Jackson, along with his wife, Shirley, 
bought the land back in 1966 and have 
been running the 100-year-old orchard 
ever since. 

The Jacksons purchased the land 
from Ed Hudgens, an 89-year-old 
farmer. Back then, the orchard’s land-
scape was vastly different from how it 
looks today.

“We bought it, and there were no 
buildings. It was just a one-lane gravel 
road,” Jackson said.

The biggest challenge they faced 
starting out was �  nding workers. Jack-
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In addition to its famous apples, Jackson's Orchard grows peaches and cherries. The 
land has been an orchard for more than 100 years and grows 15 types of apples.

SEE PLAY PAGE B2


