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MAY 5, 2016 > WESTERN KEN

Runners y high as they leap the water obstacle on the women's 3000-meter steeple chase at the Hilltopper Relays on April 9. Thegnmpleste eight laps of the tracl
overcoming multiple hurdles and the water trafEABRIEL SCARLETT/HERALD

Nickey, who withheld his last name for legal reasons, Madisonville sophomore RasJene Garrett, left, and  Ashland sophomore Morgan Mcintyre reacts to a
shows the ZKILLER" tattoo on his right arm on MarchI8xington junior Domonique White, right, practice successful pole vault warmup at the Hilltopper Rela
It depicts a ghting cock. The ghts are Nickey's only a dance to Missy Elliot's "Lose Control" during the  meet at Rueter Track and Field Complex on April 9.
income source in a region ravaged by the boom and Omega Chi practice at the Downing Student Union ~ GABRIEL SCARLETT/HERALD

bust of the coal industryGABRIEL SCARLETT/HERALD  Auditorium on March 20EMILY KASK/HERALD

pic&rhapp

om traveling to the countryside of Mexico to c
some of our strongest images FROM THIS SEMES

With the help of his peers who are learning to control thging wires o stage, Garcia Martinez, 61, of Santa Ana, Mexico, perches on raw maguey plants bef
Greenwood High School senior Joe Moore, 17, practices soaring above the stagéhey are cooked and turned into a mash to produce mezcal on March 12. "I'm
for the rsttime in Van Meter Auditorium on March 7. Flying was the most amaz{ortunate to be able to make what | love and live from it ... it's something not m
ing thing,Z Moore said of the experienGENNIFER KING/HERALD people here in Mexico are able to do," Garcia Martinez saitk WAGNER/HERALD

Drag queen Geneva LaDiva dances to a performance of "Sweet Dreams" by Bro@k#est Palm Beach, Fla., sophomore Jonathan Hayden practices hurdles before
Lynn Hytes at Play Dance Bar in Nashville April 2. Geneva was part of the Sundagce in the men's 60-meter hurdles at the Music City Challenge in Nashville Fe
night cast at Play for three yearssBY POTTER/HERALD Hayden nished fth with a time of 8.09 secondSuUSTIN GILLILAND/HERALD
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Green City Commissioner on page B3.

» Local politics: Read about a WKU alumnus running for Bowling

Nashville senior Colin Perschbacher climbs into a replica of a 1917 Curtis Jenny outside a hangar at the Bowling Green Airport on May 3. The biplane took three years to

replicate and is covered in a polyfiber cloth instead of Irish linen to make yearly maintenance a little easier. LEX SELIG/HERALD

FLYING RIGH

Advertising students work to restore military plane

BY EMMA AUSTIN
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU

WKU advertising students joined a
local nonprofit organization this se-
mester to bring the last remaining
military De Havilland 4 airframe in the
United States back to life.

The students have been working
with Kelley Coppinger, professional in
residence in the School of Journalism
and Broadcasting, in a user experience
design course to build a social media
marketing campaign to raise funds
needed to complete the restoration

project.

Dorian Walker, a filmmaker based
out of Bowling Green, began the resto-
ration process of a Curtiss JN-4 “Jenny”
biplane in June 2012. The nonprofit or-
ganization Friends of Jenny formed to
rebuild the 1917 aircraft.

The Jenny was the first mass-pro-
duced World War I flight trainer and
carried the first regularly scheduled
airmail, according to FOJ’s website.
The organization’s crew, comprised
completely of volunteers, worked to-
gether to restore the plane and make it
safe for travel.

“It brings back a part of our history
that will be lost if we're not careful,”
FOJ board and crew member Myron
Callaham said.

Callaham has been a recreational pi-
lot for about 26 years, which sparked his
interest in the FOJ project. He said the
shared love of aviation is what brought
the crew together in their work on the
Jenny's restoration.

Coppinger, who has worked with
Walker on past projects, took the op-
portunity to work with him again after
he shared his plans to restore a second
World War I aircraft: the DH-4, other-

wise known as “The Liberty Plane.” The
De Havilland was the first American-
made plane created solely with the pur-
pose of being used as a fighter plane.

The students’ social media market-
ing campaign has been leading up to a
Kickstarter campaign set to launch this
week.

Coppinger said there are two set fun-
draising goals for the Kickstarter. The
initial $45,000 goal will pay for the ac-
quisition of the DH-4 airframe and in-
strument panel, allowing the pieces to
be moved to Bowling Green for recon-

SEE RESTORATION PAGE B2

Volunteer farming program Top Crops ready to grow

BY KJ HALL
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU

It's easy to get caught up in the excite-
ment of interesting goods and activi-
ties at the Community Farmers Market
of Bowling Green. Each booth you pass
has a story. Each vendor is there for a
reason. Among these booths is the Top
Crops booth, which people can find as
soon as they walk into the market.

“You can't miss the grocers donning
their Top Crops aprons, ready to greet
everyone who walks through the front
door,” Owensboro native Bill Greer, co-
founder of Top Crops, said.

Bill Greer and Carol Greer along with
their oldest son Tucker Greer founded
Top Crops in 2013 as a garden proj-
ect that offers training and continued
education opportunities to adults with
special needs, according to Bill Greer.

The Greers saw the need for a pro-
gram for special needs adults over the
age of 21. Once a special needs adult is
out of school and encouragement has
essentially halted, many individuals
become dependent on government
assistance and lack opportunities to
develop their potential, find purpose-
ful work and make a positive impact in
the community, Bill Greer said. Thus,
Top Crops was born.

They began planting their first sea-
son in late summer of 2013 and har-
vested that fall. Since then, Top Crops
has doubled its growing space with
additional raised bed boxes and in-
ground planting, Carol Greer said. She
also said Top Crops has added addi-
tional gardeners for both planting and
the market.

Top Cropsislocated at the University
Farm, where it has received immense
support from the agriculture depart-
ment.

Members of the program prepare the
soil, plant seeds, tend to plants, har-
vest crops, sort, package and sell to the
community each Saturday morning at
the Community Farmers Market, Bill
Greer said.

Not only does Top Crops offer a vast
array of volunteer opportunities, but
it now offers internships to WKU stu-
dents through the Honors College too.
This allows for more hands-on sup-
port at the garden as well as potential
college credit hours for students in a
learning experience outside the class-
room, he said.

“I's an opportunity for students
to spend time with some really cool
people like our gardeners and for the
gardeners to meet and hang out with
WKU students. That social interaction
matters a lot,” Bill Greer said.

This opportunity has been especially
significant for Lawrenceburg junior

Lawrenceburg junior Alexis Corbin works for the local organization Top Crops at
the local farmers market Saturday, April 30. Top Crops currently sells a variety of
vegetables and plans to sell blueberries and strawberries in the future; they will be
growing pumpkins in the fall. LEX SELIG/HERALD

Alexis Corbin, who has been serving as
an intern and garden manager at Top
Crops for the last two semesters.
Corbin found out about the intern-
ship when she ran into Craig Cobane,
the executive director of the Honors
College, after visiting the farmers mar-
ket one Tuesday. Corbin expressed her
interest in the relationship between
the environment and social justice,

ONE TICKET. TEN KIOSKS.

#HERALDBLACKBOX

Find the newspaper with the red envelope in one of the ten kiosks around

and Cobane mentioned a new intern-
ship opportunity with Top Crops.
Corbin helps out with daily tasks, in-
cluding weeding and shoveling com-
post, working with different gardeners
on harvest day and helping run and
operate larger planting or harvest days.
She has also taken on a project of her

SEE TOP CROPS PAGE B2

campus and win a $25 gift card to Olive Garden.
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