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Tops Þ nish weekend with career-best times
BY BAILEY TOWNSEND
HERALD.SPORTS�WKU.EDU

This weekend, the WKU 
Track and Field competed in 
the Mt. Sac Relays in Califor-
nia as well as Austin Peay State 
University Invitational in Ten-
nessee, both of which led to 
success for the Hilltoppers.

WKU turned in 21 top-10 
showings over the two week-
end events. This weekend 
also gave the opportunity for 
many of the athletes to qual-
ify for the NCAA Preliminary 
Round Championship.

Beginning with the Mt. Sac 
Relays, the event was full of 
big finishes and career-best 
times for the Tops.

Sophomore Julius Morris 
placed third in the 100-meter 
dash with a time of 10.29 and 
seventh in the 200-meter dash 
with a time of 20.7.

Both of these times led to 
career-best efforts for Morris 
as well as ranking Morris in 
the top 25 nationally for both 
events.

Juniors Emmanuel Da-
sor and Kyree King also per-
formed strongly this week-
end, both placing in the top 
20. Dasor finished ninth in 
the 200-meter dash and King 
placed No. 19 in the 100-me-
ter event after a career-best 
time of 10.43 seconds.

The Hilltoppers had a strong 
performance at the hurdles, 
with sophomore Jonathan 
Hayden and senior Vincent 

Wyatt finishing in the top 15. 
Wyatt also got his best time 
ever as a Hilltopper with a 
time of 13.95 seconds in the 
110-invite hurdles.

Both of WKU menÕs relay 
teams recorded top-10 fin-
ishes as well. The 4x100 re-

lay team placed sixth with a 
time of 39.66, while the 4x400 
A Team placed fourth with 
3:09.35. The 4x100 team cur-
rently leads Conference USA 
and ranks No. 12 nationally.

The Lady Toppers were also  
successful at the Mt. Sac Re-

lays this weekend.
Junior Sandra Akachukwu 

led the Track and Field team 
with the best finish of the 
meet, placing second in the 
high jump with 1.70 meters.

Freshman Jadzia Beasley 
had a career-high time in the 

100-meter event, finishing 
with 11.38 seconds.

According to head coach Er-
ick Jenkins, this time was her 
lifetime best and also moves 
her to the second-best time 
for that event in WKU history.

While some of the team was 
in California for this event, 
others were at Austin Peay 
State University to compete in 
their invitational.

Freshman Keenan Lane 
had a career best jump with 
2.20 meters at the invitation-
al, while redshirt junior Co-
rey Parks finished first in the 
100-meter and also clocked in 
two season-best times.

For the Lady Toppers, two of 
them earned top-five finishes. 
Freshman Morgan McIntyre 
placed second in pole vault 
and  Getter Lemberg who 
placed fourth in the same 
event.

ÒWe need to be more ag-
gressive and disciplined in 
the relays. I believe we have 
the potential to be very good,Ó 
Jenkins said. ÒWe have made 
progress in most of our open 
events and I expect positive 
results as we move forward. 
We have a good group of 
student athletes and we can 
be successful in every event 
group.Ó

The WKU Track and Field 
team will be back in action 
next weekend as they com-
pete in the Lenny Lyles/Clark 
Wood Invitational and also 
the Virginia Challenge at the 
University of Virginia.

Graduate sprinter Vincent Wyatt runs the last leg in the men's 4x400 meter relay during the Hilltop-
per Relay on April 9 at Rueter Track and Field Complex. The Hilltoppers � nished sixth with the time 
of 3:36.35. SHABAN ATHUMAN/HERALD

TRACK AND FIELD

The coaching staff, how-
ever, is in no rush to make a 
decision. Most college quar-
terback competitions are nor-

mally decided closer to the 
season, and WKUÕs is also like-
ly to be decided later this year.

With only one week of spring 
practice left, Brohm insists 
that the quarterbacks have all 
upgraded their ability under 

center since the first spring 
practice.

ÒWe want to see constant 
improvement,Ó Brohm said. 
ÒI think our guys are working 
hard as we are on week four 
here. We got to make sure we 

continue to have that hun-
ger. We have to push through 
as itÕs important to get some-
thing out of these last four 
practices.Ó

These quarterbacks and the 
rest of the Toppers will prac-

tice on Wednesday this week 
before their Red vs. White 
Spring Game on Saturday. The 
scrimmage will feature all four 
quarterbacks and gives them 
a chance to earn the distinc-
tion Brohm is still looking for.

FOOTBALL
Continued from SPORTS

Betancourt who held the Lady 
Toppers to three hits with 
nine strikeouts during the first 
game.

Freshman utility player 
Bryce Holmgren, sophomore 
utility player Jordan Mauch 
and junior catcher Taylor 
Proctor were the three WKU 
batters to get a hit in the first 
game on Saturday.

Game two was a short five in-
nings of play that resulted in a 
massive turnout for CharlotteÕs 
offense and WKUÕs first real of-
fensive action of the series.

Charlotte recorded three un-
earned runs in the third inning 
due to more errors by WKU.

The Lady Toppers quickly 

tied the game in the top of 
the fifth inning with two RBIÕs 
from senior infielder Brooke 
Holloway and one from 

sophomore infielder Carleigh 
Chaumont.

The fifth was where the last 
runs were scored as Charlotte 
came back in what a WKU 
press release described as 
Òmonumental fashion.Ó The 
49ers notched eight runs on 
seven hits to bring the final 

score to 11-3.
The Lady Toppers had four 

hits during the second match 
led by ChaumontÕs perfor-

mance and HolmgrenÕs hit-
ting. Tudor chalked the losses 
on day one up to poor fielding 
and a problematic hitting.

ÒI felt like our hitting got 
better each day, so I think 
that was a good thing to build 
upon,Ó Tudor said. ÒWe had 
some mistakes that we donÕt 

usually make in game two, 
which kind of hurt us.Ó

On Sunday, junior pitcher 
Kathryn Downing and fresh-

man infielder Shelby Maggard 
both pitched two-hitters for 
WKU. The game was Mag-
gardÕs first two-hitter in her 
career history.

Holloway started off the 
scoring trend for WKU in the 
first with a hit to right field, 
which put the team ahead 

2-0. Tudor specifically praised 
Downing and said she pitched 
well all weekend.

ÒOur consistency from her 
in the circle this past weekend 
was huge,Ó Tudor said.

It was two innings later at the 
top of the fourth when WKU 
was awarded a walk, which set 
the score at 3-0. Another error 
from Charlotte led to the final 
score of 4-0 when freshman 
infielder Rebekah Engelhardt 
made it home shortly after 
stealing second.

Despite SundayÕs win, WKU 
dropped the series and is cur-
rently at 16-21 overall and 7-8 
in Conference USA. The teamÕs 
next game will be at 6 p.m. at 
the WKU Softball Complex on 
Wednesday against the Uni-
versity of Kentucky.

SOFTBALL
Continued from SPORTS

after the first inning. 
The Owls answered in the bottom 

of the third as Lewis grounded out 
to third base, but he scored Andrew 
Dunlap to tie the game. After the Top-

pers couldnÕt bring anything across in 
the top of the fourth, the Owls struck 
again. 

A Topper error allowed Proctor to 
come home and give the Owls the 
lead. Soon after, Dunlap singled to left 
field to score Wunderlich and make 
the score 3-1 after four innings. 

Needing a big play, Hudzina deliv-

ered again in the top of the fifth in-
ning. He doubled to left field to bring 
home Janes, cutting the OwlsÕ lead to 
one. 

It wasnÕt until the top of the seventh 
when the Toppers threatened again. 
However, with men on second and 
third base with only one out, the Owls 
made a huge double play to get out of 

the inning and maintain a 3-2 lead. 
Otto struck out two straight Toppers 

to get out of the inning, and Rice held 
on to its 3-2 victory to complete the 
sweep.

Next, WKU hosts Belmont University 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at Nick Denes Field. 
Earlier this year, the Hilltoppers de-
feated the Bruins 10-4 in Nashville.

BASEBALL
Continued from SPORTS

We had some mistakes that we donÕt usually make in game 
two, which kind of hurt us.Ó

Head Coach Amy Tudor
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» Track and Field: Men and 

women's teams combine for 

21 top-ten fi nishes in last 

weekend's meets. See B3.

FOOTBALL

BY JOHN REECER
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU

As the Hilltoppers head into the last 
week of spring practice, the coach-
ing staff has still not named a starting 
quarterback as the competition is still 
ongoing.

Senior quarterbacks Tyler Ferguson 
and Nelson Fishback along with red-
shirt junior Mike White and redshirt 
sophomore Drew Eckels are the four 
candidates to replace former Confer-
ence USA player of the year Brandon 
Doughty.

As of press time, the four Hilltoppers 
are still locked in a tight battle to lead 
WKU under center when it takes the 
field on Sept. 1 against Rice University.

“I think right now we are giving 
equal reps for the most part across the 
board,” Head Coach Jeff Brohm said. 
“We have to get them all ready to play. 
They are all important. They are work-
ing very, very hard to get better.”

Fishback is usually the first quarter-
back who trots out with the first-string 
offense in practice. However, each of 
the four see a lot of time with the rest 
of the offensive starters.

Fishback was previously the back-
up quarterback behind Doughty for 
the past three seasons and has spent 
more time with WKU’s offense then 
the other three candidates.

He also brings a different element 
to the game in that he possesses the 
talent both to pass the ball and to run 
effectively.

The coaching staff has featured 
Fishback in several designed plays 
in practice that have him running 
the ball from the quarterback posi-
tion. However, this competition is still 
open, Brohm said.

“I have seen improvement, and that’s 
the important thing. We are making it 
as hard on them as we can so we can 
try to get them game ready,” Brohm 
said. “You would like to see someone 
single themselves out. I am not sure 
we have seen that to this point.”

While Fishback might have the up-
per hand in experience, Ferguson, 
White and Eckels have displayed their 
own strengths.

SEE FOOTBALL PAGE B3

Quarterback 
battle still 
undecided

BASEBALL

Freshmen infi elders Rebekah Engelhardt (7) and Hannah Mabrey (26) point their lightsabers toward a teammate after WKU 
scores a run during the Lady Toppers’ game against Tennessee Tech on Wednesday, April 13. The Hilltoppers took down the 
Golden Eagles 5-3. NICK WAGNER/HERALD

BY SAM PORTER
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU

The WKU baseball team 
traveled to Houston last 
weekend to take on the 
nationally ranked Rice Uni-
versity Owls in a three-game 
Conference USA series during 
Friday and Saturday. 

Rice swept the Hilltoppers as 
the Owls won by scores of 9-3, 
5-2 and 3-2. The series drops 
WKU to 18-17 (6-9 C-USA) 
and improves the Owls to 24-
11 overall (12-3 C-USA).

In the opening game, se-
nior infielder Danny Hudzina 
took no time getting the Top-
pers the opening run of the 
series as the Conference USA’s 
leader in hits roped a double 
down the left field line to score 
redshirt junior outfielder Zach 
Janes. 

After the opening run, senior 
pitcher Austin King and Rice’s 
Jon Dubplantier went back 
and forth from the mound. 
The two pitchers didn’t allow 
another run until the bottom 
of the sixth inning, when the 
Owls caught fire. 

With two outs in the bottom 
of the fifth, Rice’s Dane Myers 
singled down the third base 
line to score Connor Tekyl to 
tie the game. 

Two batters later, Dominic 
DiCaprio singled to right field 
to bring home Ryan Chan-
dler and Tristan Gray to make 
the score 3-1. Finally, with the 

bases loaded, Dayne Wun-
derlich hit a grand slam to 
extend the lead to 7-1 before 
the Toppers got the final out to 
end the fifth inning.

“That inning just blew up on 
us,” Head Coach John Paw-
lowski said about the seven-
run fifth inning in a post-game 
interview. “I felt bad for Austin 
because he pitched extremely 
well up until that fifth inning. 
I thought he was on his route 
to having his best pitch count 
of the year. One big mistake at 
the mound changed the whole 
complexion of the game.”

After the Toppers went down 
1-2-3 in the top of the sixth in-
ning, the Owls struck again. 
Chandler hit an RBI double to 
left centerfield to score Lewis 
to extend the Rice lead to 8-1. 

The Toppers found some 
momentum at the plate in 
the seventh as sophomore in-
fielder Steven Kraft hit down 
the right side to score redshirt 
junior infielder Leiff Clarkson. 

After the Owls made a pitch-
ing change, redshirt junior 
outfielder Zach Janes scored 
junior catcher Hunter Wood 
on a fielder’s choice

The Owls added one more 
run and the Toppers only got 
one hit in the final two in-
nings; Rice won the opening 
game by a final score of 9-3.

In game two on Satur-
day, Hudzina brought in the 
game’s opening run again. 
The Palm City, Florida, native 

doubled to left center to bring 
home Kraft to give the Toppers 
an early 1-0 lead. 

After senior pitcher Josh 
Bartley pitched a scoreless 
first inning, freshman in-
fielder Steven DiPuglia added 
to the Topper lead. The Pem-
broke Pines, Florida, native 
singled up the middle to score 
Clarkson to extend the Topper 
lead to 2-0. 

The Owls answered in the 
bottom of the third. Gray sin-
gled through the right side to 

score Ford Proctor to cut the 
lead to one. Gray tried to steal 
second but was tagged out. 
However, Myers scored on the 
play to tie the game after three 
innings. 

The Owls pulled away in the 
left inning as DiCaprio singled 
to left center to score Myers to 
give the Owls the lead. Hunter 
Kopycinski followed up with 
an RBI single to score Gray. 

Junior pitcher Sam Higgs 
threw a wild pitch that al-
lowed Wunderlich to come 

home to cap off a three-run 
inning, which gave the Owls 
a 5-2 lead after six innings. 
Blake Fox and Glenn Otto al-
lowed only one more Topper 
hit the rest of the game, and 
the Owls won by a final score 
of 5-2 to clinch the series.

In the series finale, the Top-
pers once again brought 
home the opening run. Janes 
grounded out but scored Kraft 
to give the Toppers a 1-0 lead 

Junior catcher Hunter Wood (9) swings at a pitch in a game against Evansville at Nick Denes Field on 
April 5. The Hilltoppers won the game 6-5.  LEX SELIG/HERALD

Rice sweeps Hilltoppers in conference series
BASEBALL
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finishing 
strong

Lady Toppers win last game in series defeat
BY HUNTER FRINT
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU

In a three-game series that took 
place this past weekend, the Lady 
Toppers softball team lost two of their 
three matches to the Charlotte 49ers.

On Friday, WKU traveled from Bowl-
ing Green to Charlotte, N.C. to play in 
the series. The first two games of the 
weekend took place on Saturday at the 

Philips Softball Complex.
The home advantage was obvious 

in these games, both of which Char-
lotte won. The third game was a turn-
around for WKU as they swept Sunday 
with a 4-0 victory.

“We wanted to win the series and we 
didn’t do that, but I felt like we went 
out on a high note,” Head Coach Amy 
Tudor said.

Game one was won by the 49ers by 

a small margin with Charlotte scor-
ing one run. The second game proved 
fatal for the Lady Toppers when Char-
lotte defeated them 11-3. WKU rallied 
in the third game on Sunday though to 
take the 49ers 4-0.

The driving force behind Saturday’s 
results was WKU errors. Another 
factor was Charlotte’s pitcher Lexi 

SEE SOFTBALL PAGE B3


