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at second and third behind Louisiana-
Lafayette.

Tudor said pitching is going to be a
big factor this weekend.

NOTEBOOK

Likewise, Tuesday against No. 8 Ken-
tucky (39-9) the team allowed three
runs each in the second, third, and
fourth innings and was only one run
away in the pbfth inning from potential-
ly seeing the run-rule again.

Senior inpelder Amanda Thomas
attributed this to both defensive and
mental errors.

OThey were putting the ball in play

of course,0 Thomas said. OWe made

some defensive errors, mental errors
and they just kept getting hits and kept
pushing. | think what helped them was
them getting those extra bases when
we couldnOt stop that with the mental
errors.0

Davis’ another strong DP

Most of this year freshman Andie
Martin has been the designated player
for WKU and in 44 games this season,
she has 22 hits and 17 RBIOs.

However, Tuesday night against Ken-
tucky, Tudor went with another fresh-
man in Kaylan Davis.

In DavisO st start of the season, and
really the Prst playing time she has seen,
Davis went 1-for-4 with four RBIGs in-
cluding her b rst career home run in the
sixth inning to bring WKU within one.

Davis has been out of commission for
the Lady Toppers after having surgery

OSouth Alabama is a top 25 team and
they have two dominant pitchers,O Tu-
dor said. OWe have to hit our pitch and
we have to pitch well. Pitching is the
name of the game and thatOs where we
have to get better. Defensively we canOt
make those mental mistakes and let
teams take those extra bags.O

on her wrist. However, it seemed the
wrist did not bother her Tuesday, al-
though she feared it might.

In the plate appearance that led to the
home run, Davis battled the whole way
making the UK pitcher throw her 15
pitches in the at-bat. Number 15 paid
off as Davis sent it sailing over the left
peld wall.

Ol was nervous, | was really nervous,0

Davis said. OThat was nerve-racking.
ItOs my Ipst game back (from surgery)
thinking Ois my wrist going to hurtO -
stuff like that. | was stressing, but | had
my team behind and they were giving
me good encouragement.O

Tudor stresses pitching
going forward

Only one game separates South Ala-
bama and WKU for the second spot in
the Sun Belt making this weekend se-
ries between the two a big one.

Before the week started, coach Amy
Tudor said that pitching, especially that
from senior Emily Rousseau, was going
to be big for the team for the rest of the
season.

OWe need Rousseau to have a big
game,O Tudor said. OWe feed off of her,

When she does that we all get excited
and the players respond. We need a
little offense to help back up our pitch-
ing staff.O

Rousseau is 16-11 this season with a
2.52 ERA and has struck out 148 batters
including a no-hitter against Troy.

Visit our website for more
news coverage and photo galleries
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some as an at-large bid to the NCAA
regionals.

| bring it up because coach Matt My-
ers thinks about it too. He realizes this
weekend represents a time the Top-
pers want to avoid heading into what
he believes is an opportune time in the
year.

OThis weekend last year turned our
season,0 Myers said. OThis schedule
has prepared us for this, to make this
run. | believe weCre the best team on
the remaining part of this schedule.
WeQre at home and we need to take
care of business.O

As long as the Toppers handle their
business, the rest of the Sun Belt could
possibly play itself out into a pretty
picture in their favor.

Texas State, who sits two games
ahead in third place in the standings
ahead of WKU, has the chore of play-
ing Louisiana-Lafayette. The RaginO
Cajuns have only lost twice this year in
the Sun Belt B once to WKU and to UT-
Arlington.

With the potential of the Bobcats
running into what Myers called a
Obuzz sawO of a team like ULL, the
opportunity to capitalize in the
league with this much on the line
is too good to not show up and play
well.

OThe worst feeling is leaving a game
on a Sunday losing two out of three
and knowing you probably should
have swept them,O junior brst base-
man Ryan Church said. Ol think welre a

BASEBALL

talent and overall than anyone else
on out schedule,® junior Prst base-
man Ryan Church said. OIOm a imn
believer that the hottest team wins
games in the playoffs. We have to
start taking care of business when
business needs to be taken care of
and | donOt think weOve done that.
The troops are ready to go and ready
to rock and roll and thatOs all that
takes.O

Despite the Trojans struggles, they
have managed to win weekend series
against Troy and Georgia State both
at home. WKU lost its series with Troy
earlier this year while winning the
Georgia State series.

A struggling WKU bullpen will have

good enough team to sweep anybody
in our conference with the exception
of (Louisiana-Lafayette). We just have
to start taking care of business when
business needs to be taken care of. |
think the troops are ready to go and
thatOs all it takes.O

WKUG®s remaining conference sched
ule pits them against the cellar-dwell-
ers like Arkansas-Little Rock this week-
end and home games against Georgia
State and road trips to UT-Arlington
and Louisiana-Monroe.

Ol,really feel like we can get ona
roll,O Myers said. OIf weOre as good &
think we can be, you can see this team
really take off and take advantage of
playing B we weathered the storm
against two teams in this league and
had two of them on the ralil at Lafay-
ette and Texas State and, realistically,
should have won B so weOve handle
it really well in the conference. No w
itOs time to take care of the bottom of
the conference. Every team you beat
now that you play, you put them out
of the tournament. B

OMy goal is that if we canOt catc
Lafayette, we can catch Arkansas
State.O

tOs a realistic goal Myers has set. Th
Red Wolves, like WKU, are handling
a team this weekend at the bottom
of the conference with Georgia State
before having to deal with ULL next
weekend.

ThatOs a Obuzz sawO the Tops are ¢
they weathered. The goal is right in
front of them once again like last sea-
son at this time. Except this season,
the Toppers hope that history doesnOi
repeat itself.

two solid hitters to deal with this week-
end. Ben Crumpton and Tanner Rock-
well have a batting average of over .30C
and lead the team in almost every of-
fensive category.

OThey are a physical offense, coac
(Scott) Norwood has got those guys
playing pretty wellO Myers said.
OThey are a_junior college heay
team. You donCt get too familiar when
there are a lot of replacements com-
ing in and out but they are going to
play hard.

OThey have been a different team or
the road then they have been at home,
they are very good at home. I think
weOre very good at home so the weel
end focus will be on us taking care of
us game by game but | feel really good
about this team taking off.O

The brst game will be held Friday at 6
p.m. at Nick Denes Field.
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Toppers hope

for different
outcomeina
familiar situation

BY ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

A year ago today,
- [ woke up to work
a graveyard shift at
UPS around 1:00
am. I went to sleep
PRATT a few hours before-
Sports hand kl’lOWil’lg 1
editor would wake up and
see the final score of
the  WKU-Kentucky
baseball game from Bowling Green
Ballpark. What I didn't expect was
waking up to my twitter feed still
buzzing about what was the longest
in Division-I that year in a 3-2 WKU
win in 18 innings.

I reminisce this to bring back a
memory of how a team’s play went
from the highest of highs to the low-
est of lows in a season. While April
24, 2012 was a game Topper fans
will always remember, the follow-
ing games were ones they would
like to forget.

It was at this point in the season
last year — with 14 to 16 games re-
maining — that the Toppers’ season
fell apart.

Last season after that 18 inning
duel the Toppers lost eight of their
next ten before ending the season
on a four game win streak. Before
those losses they were projected by

SEE COLUMN PAGE A9

Lady Toppers
expecting big
plays against
South Alabama

BY AUSTIN LANTER
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

With only a couple weeks left be-
fore the Sun Belt Conference Tour-
nament starts, the WKU Lady Top-
per softball team holds the third
best record in the conference and
look to gain ground this weekend.

That, however, will not be an easy
task asWKU (31-16-1, 10-5 Sun Belt
Conference) squares off with three
teams that are ranked in the top 30
in the country:.

Big innings plague WKU

The Lady Toppers fell victim to the
run-rule against Texas State (22-26,
5-10 SBC) in the series finale Sat-
urday, losing 11-2. The team gave
up multiple runs in four of the five
innings played Sunday, including
four runs in the fourth inning.

SEE NOTEBOOK PAGE A9
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WKU senior pitcher Emily Rousseau pitches to a University of Kentucky batter Tuesday during a game between the in-
state foes. Only several weeks away from the end of the season, WKU came into the game with a 31-15-1 record and are

third in the Sun Belt Conference. LUKE FRANKE/HERALD

Lady Toppers facing nations’ elite this week

BY AUSTIN LANTER
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Earlier this week coach Amy Tudor said that this would
be the hardest week of the season for her WKU Lady Top-
per softball team. The team was set to play five games,
four of them against top 25 teams, including a three
game Sun Belt Conference series against South Alabama,
ranked No. 19 in the latest NCAA RPI poll.

They started off the week with a loss to No. 8 Kentucky
(39-9). The two teams combined for 25 hits in the contest.

Wednesday night WKU had to do battle with the Lip-
scomb Lady Bison (35-11), a team that is receiving votes
for the top 25. Due to press constraints, results from that
game can be found online at wkuherald.com.

For senior infielder Amanda Thomas, hitting and de-
fense is key.

“If we out-hit them and play our game on defense we
will be fine,” Thomas said. “We can obviously do that
since we got 16 hits on the (No. 8 Kentucky) team in the
nation.”

WKU (31-16-1, 10-5 Sun Belt Conference) will round out

Saturday starter
Emily Rosseau
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Results for the Lipscomb game were not
available at press time. For more coverage

of the game, visit wkuherald.com.

the week with a three game series against the Jaguars of
South Alabama, who is currently ranked 19th in the na-
tion, sitting at 32-8 overall and 11-5 in the Sun Belt Con-
ference.

WKU and South Alabama will start the weekend with a
doubleheader Saturday beginning at 1:00 p.m. for Senior
Day followed up by a Sunday game at noon.

With only six conference games left in the regular sea-
son, the series is a big one for both teams.

The Lady Toppers are right behind South Alabama in the

conference standings right now as the two teams come in

SEE SOFTBALL PAGE A9

Toppers put LOUISVI”e loss behind them in prep for UALR

WKU's Ryan Church slides safely into second base underneath the tag of South
Alabama's Davis Knapp during their game at Nick Denes field on Friday. The Toppers
would go on to lose 13-10. BRIAN POWERS/HERALD

BY BILLY RUTLEDGE
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The WKU baseball team was held to
one run and five hits when they trav-
eled to face the Louisville Cardinals
Tuesday night. The Toppers (21-20,
9-9 Sun Belt Conference) were de-
feated 3-1 at Jim Patterson Stadium as
the Cardinals completed the season
sweep.

The Toppers bats struggled the entire
afternoon as WKU didn't manage a
run until the eighth inning. In innings
three through seven, Cardinals pitcher
Josh Rogers sat down 12 batters in a
row. Rogers pitched seven innings al-
lowing three hits and one earned run
on 75 pitches.

WKU's run in the eighth inning
came after a leadoff single by senior
captain Regan Flaherty to start the in-
ning. Junior catcher Ryan Messex hit
a RBI double over the center fielders
head to score the lone run.

With no outs and a man on second
down 2-1, WKU then proceeded to
strikeout twice and grounded out to
end the inning.

“That's a credit to Rogers, he did a
really nice job with us tonight,” Coach
Matt Myers said.“Their defense made
some really nice plays and you don't
get too many opportunities against
Louisville. They are really good.”

With WKU losing the season series
to Louisville, the team will look ahead
to a weekend series against Arkansas-
Little Rock (16-21, 5-13).

The Toppers are 9-9 in Sun Belt play
this season and are ranked fourth in
the conference. WKU is four games
out of second place while the Trojans
are in ninth out of ten. With only a 5-13
record in conference and a 2-15 on the
road, Arkansas-Little Rock will have its
hands full at Nick Denes field where
the Toppers are 15-6 this season.

“I truly believe we are the best team

SEE BASEBALL PAGE A9



