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What we
learned

from WKU’s
Spring Game

BY ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

A spring game is
nothing more than
a hyped up, main
event intra-squad
scrimmage to re-
mind us that we're
still several months
away from real foot-

Pratt ball competition.
Sport Editor ~ There’s not a whole
lot of conclusions you

can draw from a team that plays its
starters against its back-ups, but
that doesn’t stop us all from draw-
ing those conclusions up anyways.

So when I watched a spring game
that ended in a 58-10 final score,
I, along with a lot of other people,
can't help but draw a few obvious
conclusions.

1.) This offense is established and
2.) This defense isn't.

To quote Brandon Doughty from
the spring game a year ago, he was
“baking cakes” with 365 passing
yards for four touchdowns, but that
was expected. It's also expected that
Leon Allen is going to take full con-
trol of the backfield to replace Anto-
nio Andrews. Anthony (Ace) Wales
is going to provide that extra burst
of speed alongside Allen for a po-
tential “smash-and-dash” combo
circa 2008 Chris Johnson and Len-
dale White style.

Doughty has a plethora of wide
receivers to throw to that provide a
variety of skill sets. Willie McNeal,
Taywan Taylor and Nicholas Norris
have the experience with Doughty
while JUCO transfers Antwane
Grant and Jared Dangerfield bring
in extra size at the position, which
the Toppers lacked last season.

“I think those guys are heck of
playmakers,” Doughty said. “I think
coach (Jeff) Brohm did a good job
of bringing those guys in. I feel com-
fortable with those guys, even with
the short time we've had together.
This summer we'll keep working at
itand be even better, hopefully.”

Doughty also wants you to know
he believes the Topper offense is
“one of the best in the conference
and the NCAA”, so there’s the confi-
dence they’ll need for next season.

The offense is set, now on to the
defense. What defense?

There was hardly any Saturday;,
and that's what happens when
starters are pitted against the
benchwarmers.

But the reality is that this is a
brittle defense with big shoes to fill.
Replacing potential NFL lineback-
ers like Andrew Jackson and Xavius
Boyd isn't easy. The Spring Game
was without three crucial parts of
the defense with Cam Thomas,
Daquall Randall and Bryan Short-
er all sidelined for much of spring
camp.

There were some bright spots
with big plays from the defense, but
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Sophomore wide receiver Taywan Taylor (2) catches a pass through coverage by redshirt sophomore defensive back
Branden Leston (45) during the Red and White Spring Game on Saturday, at Smith Stadium. MIKE CLARK/HERALD

Red Team rolls in first Spring Game of Brohm era

BY KYLE WILLIAMS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

More often that not, the Red and
White game is an opportunity for
Topper fans to see the new aspects
of the WKU football team. But on
Saturday, fans saw a polished version
of last year’s product.

WKU displayed a high-powered of-
fensive attack with 831 yards of total
offense, 642 coming through the air
as the Red team defeated the White
58-10 in the Toppers’ annual spring
game.

The same Topper offense that set
school records for total yards (5,502)
and yards per game (458.5) is the
same one that, according to redshirt
senior quarterback Brandon Dough-
ty, could be one of the best in the na-
tion this fall.

“I think our offense is one of the
best in the conference and in the
NCAA,” Doughty said. “That’s just
how I feel. That's how we have to feel.
I think we're making strides in the
right direction and we just have to
keep working at it.”

Doughty completed 21 of 35 passes
for 365 yards and four touchdowns in
just the first half. Junior quarterback
Nelson Fishback followed suit, com-
pleting 14 of 21 passes for 205 yards

total yards offense

642

passing yards

4500

estimated attendance

and three touchdowns with another
one the ground.

“I think (Doughty) had a very good
spring,” Head Coach Jeff Brohm said.
“He finished it off pretty well today.
He had a couple moments where I
didn’t like him not stepping into the
ball during the very first series or two.
Once we got that figured out. I think
from there he was sharp, efficient,
and made good plays...He has to be
aleader for us.”

While questions on offense are an-
swered, much isn't the same for the
defense looking to replace seven
starters including all of last year’s
starting linebackers.

The White defense held its ground
early in the game, keeping the Red
team offense to a Garrett Schwett-
man 39-yard field goal on its opening
drive before the offense opened up.

“We have some young guys, but
we've played a lot of guys who got a
ton of reps this spring,” Brohm said.
“I think once we get a few key guys
back who we're missing now we'll be
a little better. This was a very base,
vanilla defense and offensive plan
that we had. Coach (Nick) Holt does
a great job scheming, our players
know the system, and we're going to
attack on defense.”

SEE FOOTBALL PAGE A8

Toppers bounce back and take South Alabama series

WKU junior Cody Wofford tags South Alabama's Adam Ballew in a rundown dur-
ing their game at Nick Denes field on Friday. Despite a strong offense, the Hilltop-

pers fell to USA 13-10. BRIAN POWERS/HERALD

BY BILLY RUTLEDGE
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

After theWKU baseball team gave
up 10 unanswered runs to South Al-
abama for its fourth straight Friday
night, coach Matt Myers’ was simple
in his delivery of dissatisfaction.

“It was awful, very embarrassing,”
Myers said. “I apologize to all our
fans. We were in complete control of
that game through six innings and
then are bullpen and defense just
killed us.”

After senior Justin Hageman
pitched six innings giving up three
runs with WKU (21-19, 9-9 Sun Belt
Conference) leading 6-3, the bullpen
was called into the game.

Five different pitchers worked in-
nings seven though nine giving up
ten runs on seven hits and six walks.
The Jaguars (17-22, 7-10 Sun Belt)
scored one run in the seventh, three
in the eighth and six in the ninth.

But the 13-10 loss didn't stay in the
minds of the team for long.

“They are going to have to be
big boys and comeback (Saturday)
with their heads held high,” Myers
said. “If you get the game tomorrow
and win Sunday, you don't think too
much about this one, and that's the
goal to win two out of the three.”

The team took note, put its “big
boy” pants on and won both games
Saturday and Sunday to take the
weekend series from the Jaguars.

The Toppers were able to even up
the series thanks to the arm of soph-
omore Josh Bartley Saturday and the
bat of freshman Hunter Wood. After
giving up two runs in the first in-
ning, Bartley went on to pitch seven
more without giving up a run. He
finished with a career-long eight in-
nings pitched and picked up his first
career Sun Belt victory to improve to
4-3 on the year.
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