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culture of

CHANGE

Campus community remembers steps toward equality

S

BY CASEY DOWNEY
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

aundra Ardrey was just 10 years old when she first
marched in the streets of North Carolina.
“My Dad was involved in the Civil Rights Move-

ment,” Ardrey said. “It was just part of what I did as a
child.”
While activists in the South campaigned for equality in
schools and fair use of public places and facilities, people
up North fought for equal job and housing opportunities.
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the Civil Rights
Act of 1964, which prohibits discrimination on the basis
of sex or race in hiring, promoting, and firing. President
Lyndon Johnson signing the legislation was a major victory for the Civil Rights Movement.
The Movement officially began with the 1954 trial
Brown v. Board of Education, where “separate but equal”
clauses relating to the education system were ruled unconstitutional. The decision was a sign of change for
schools in the South, but the process of desegregation
was a slow-moving one for many states. Some public
schools took as long as 10 years to begin the process.
Ardrey, head of the Political Science department and
Director of WKU's African-American Studies department, grew up in a segregated neighborhood. Her first
experience in a desegregated school was at Ohio State
University as a graduate student.
“I was the only woman and the only African-American
in my class,” Ardrey said. “I had several teachers tell me
SEE CIVIL RIGHTS PAGE A3

IN MY SKIN

President Dero Downing talks to students who rallied at the Adminstration Building to protest that two African-Americans be added to the university cheerleading
squad on Sept. 8, 1972. PHOTO COURTESY OF WKU ARCHIVES

Greek Week continues with Greek Feud
BY KAYLA BOYD
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

BOSNIAN
REFUGEE
KEEPS HERITAGE CLOSE
TO HEART
PAGE B1

THU 73°/54°
FRI 72°/55°
SAT 73°/59°
SUN 77°/61°

Morganfield senior Coleman West of Farmhouse fraternity (left), La Grange
sophomore Colton Hounshell of Phi Gamma Delta fraternity (center), and Lexington freshman Marshal Aiken of Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity compete in an
ice cream eating challenge during Greek Feud Tuesday at the Downing Student
Union auditorium. MIKE CLARK/HERALD

Greek Week is rife with excitement and
challenges to honor the individual organizations and celebrate philanthropy. Sunday
introduced Spring Sing, Monday kicked off
a week-long blood drive and Tuesday tested
knowledge of each sorority’s and fraternity’s
knowledge of all things Greek and WKU.
Greek Feud, held in the Downing Student
Union on Tuesday night, was highly anticipated by all members of the Greek community.
The lobby outside the auditorium filled with
Greek letter tees over an hour before the event
began. Shortly after the doors opened, the
place was packed, as girls greeted one another
and guys found their brothers.
In the Jeopardy-style game, each chapter
nominated a member to represent their organization. Through four rounds of questions,
four nominees from the sororities or fraternities were quizzed at a time. The contestants
were drilled on their knowledge of mascots to
colors, WKU’s history to founding days.
Not so Jeopardy-esque were the physical
challenges, essentially replacing Daily Double

SEE FEUD PAGE A3

A2

APRIL 10, 2014

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD

WKUHERALD.COM

CIVIL RIGHTS

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

why don’t I just go home and get married. And that made me stronger.
“It was the first time somebody told
me I couldn't do anything, I didn't
believe them because I knew it wasn't
true. There was never any doubt that I
wouldn't get my Ph.D.”

Reginald Glass for Vice President

WKU voluntarily desegregated in
1956, but African-Americans represented less than 4 percent of the student population by the time Reginald
Glass enrolled in 1969.
“If you were African-American, you
just kind of knew that you lived in two
different worlds,” Glass said. “You didn't
let one world interfere with the other.
“There were still some symbols of
segregation and racism in the school
and community but you either avoided
those or just accepted those and went
on. Or you protested.”
In 1970, Glass joined other students
in holding a sit-in at the Administration
Building, as a combination of Vietnam
and racial protest.
“It was just kind of hard to disconnect
social justice issues from each other at
that point,” he said. “But you know, it
was an exciting time, because we felt
like we were part of a culture of change
and improvement.”
By 1971, Glass decided he wanted
to run for vice president of Associated
Student Government, now known as
the Student Government Association.
If he won, he would be the first AfricanAmerican member of WKU SGA.
Glass was determined to develop a
“broad-based” appeal by talking to different groups around campus, promising he would bring campus speakers and entertainment that all social
groups could enjoy at some point.
“There was one fraternity that had a
house on College Street that had the (Confederate) battle flag on their front porch,”
said Glass. “When I told some of my supporters that they had agreed to let me talk
to them, they said ‘Man, you crazy.’
“I said, ‘yeah, why not? All they can
say is no they won't support you or
throw you out.’”
Glass met with the fraternity, and explained his political agenda.
He told them he knew they were not a
part of the in-crowd just like he wasn't,
and that he would speak for everyone.
“It was interesting because I was the
only one talking,” said Glass. “No one
asked any questions. No one.”
Glass thanked them and left.
Once election day arrived, Glass gath-

FEUD

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
tiles, demanding tasks such as
eating a cup of ice cream, stacking Hostess Brands Ding Dongs
on their foreheads, and eating a
jar of baby food.
The competition got more silly
as the rounds advanced, but the
knowledge each participant possessed about their organization,
the university and other fraternities and sororities was impressive.
Emily Goodin, a sophomore
from Louisville, attended to support her sorority’s participant.
Kappa Delta entered Lendee Sanchez of Somerset.
“I really enjoyed Greek Feud and
it amazed me how much all of the
contestants knew about other organizations,” Goodin said. “I even
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ered with his supporters around Garrett Conference Center, where students
came to vote.
“We were campaigning at the last
minute, and you know, everybody was
kind of down, saying, ‘We’re gonna get
beat, we’re gonna get beat,’” he said.
“Then we heard this crowd of people
coming up the other side of the Hill. The
first thing we saw were these Confederate flags. And everyone that was with
me was groaning, ‘It's all over now.’
“Low and behold,” Glass added, “behind the Confederate flags was a sign
with my name on it. And I said, the race
is won. And I did my best to keep my
promise.”

The lost boys

Andrew Rosa, assistant professor of
African-American studies, is a historian who specializes in the areas of African-American intellectual and social
movement history.
Last semester, Rosa gave a lecture
on the system of punishment and the
aftermath, which focused on the problematic ratio of black men in prison, or
“mass incarceration.”
He said over 2 million Americans are
sent to prison for non-violent drug felonies and several million others connected to the system via probation.
Two years after Johnson signed the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, he signed
the Law Enforcement Assistance Act,
which granted money towards the expansion of local law enforcement and
which provided funding for Ronald
Raegan's ‘War on Drugs’ that began in
the 1980s- which in turn, led to America imprisoning more people than
anywhere else in the world--mainly
African-American males.
“It’s very interesting by looking at it
from a present perspective at the Civil
Right movements, for example, the
meaning of democracy in this country,” added Rosa. “If you look from the
perspective of African-Americans, in
many real ways we’re reminded of how
the story of freedom is one that is still
unfolding.”
“Folks who are getting caught up in
the prison-industrial system are denied those very rights, and having their
rights to vote taken away from them,”
said Rosa.
The system is further complicated
by zero-tolerance policies in urban
schools and the gerrymandering of
“profitable prisons.”
Ardrey joined the WKU Political Science Department and African-American Studies Department in 1988. In
2003, she became the first AfricanAmerican department head.
Ardrey has also conducted research

learned some things.”
Alpha Xi Delta’s contestant Emily Deep, a senior from Louisville,
said she prepared for Greek Feud
by making flashcards and having
people quiz her on material she
expected to encounter.
Deep’s alternate, Georgie Vetter
said knowing the other chapter’s
histories is necessary. The Louisville sophomore described the
game as a mix of Jeopardy and
Family Feud.
A winner won’t be declared
until Convocation on Sunday. At
the end of the week, Greek Week
winners will be determined
for all events. The ceremony
will wrap up the whole week
and give chapters a chance to
shine. It allows the entire Greek
community to come together
and appreciate each other as a
Greek.

Reginald Glass, pictured above, was the first ever African-American elected as executive vice president of WKU’s Associated Student Government, now known as the
Student Government Association, in 1971. PHOTO COURTESY OF WKU ARCHIVES
on the alarming number of incarcerated African-American males.
“Theres research that many of our
young, black men are lost in the 4th
and 5th grade and that they become
disciplinary problems,” said Ardrey.
“We have the school-to-prison complex where they pretty much predict
the numbers that will go into the prison, based on reading test scores.”
“There’s something not right with
the judicial system with the laws,”
said Ardrey. “And there's something,
as African-Americans, we are not doing in our community to give a positive change.”

Generation Y

Jarren Nixon was President of Omega
Psi Phi fraternity from 2011-2013. The
historically black fraternity was chartered at WKU in 1969.
“It turned out to be a great thing for
me,” said Nixon. “Just because I didn't

really speak my mind too much, I guess
you could say. Omega brought a lot out
of me that I didn't know that I had. We
were all trying to make a contribution
one way or another, and Omega kind of
gave me that platform where I could do
some of the things I wanted to do whether on campus or on the community.”
He said his grandfather would tell
him some “tidbits” about the the way
things used to be, but not much. Nixon
learned about the Civil Rights Movement in school, like most other kids.
“Especially at a young age, you’re
so worried about making friends and
things like that, and then, come to find
out, ‘Oh my God, we’re all seen to be so
different,’” he said. “Some of my closest
friends were different races and I never
thought two ways about it. But to be
kind of hit with this — uncontrollable
to us, there's a barrier there. Only a fool
would believe we are living in a postracial generation.”

Crime reports
• Burnt food set off a fire alarm in Rodes
Harlin Hall on April 7.
• BGPD requested assistance from BGFD
at the Sigma Nu house, where a chair had
been set on fire on April 7.
• Richmond freshman Kerrington Jackson reported his wallet stolen while riding the White Line Transit bus on April
8. Value of the stolen property is unknown.

• The WKU Police Department assisted
KSP Trooper Brett Coomes on a welfare
check at WKU Facilites Management on
April 8.

• Police cited Louisville freshman Tamesha Nashay Ford for failure to wear a seatbelt, purchase/possession of drug paraphernalia, 1st degree failure of owner to
maintain insurance and expired/no registration plate in the Adams Street Lot on
April 8.

Visit wkuherald.com for
an interactive crime map
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WELCOME BACK,

WESTEROS

THE REEL

‘Winter Soldier’
heats things up in
Marvel’s best film

THE REMOTE

‘Game of Thrones’ premiere review
BY RYAN PAIT
OPINION@
WKUHERALD.
COM
(Spoilers ahead!)
Winter may
always be coming on HBO’s
“Game
of
Thrones,” but luckily for viewers,
it’s no winter of discontent.
In fact, Sunday’s premiere
shows “Game of Thrones” at its
best and brightest.
The episode begins with a cold
open, in which Tywin Lannister (Charles Dance) oversees the
melting down of dead Ned Stark’s
(RIP, Ned!) old sword.
It’s a quiet, visual scene that
quickly recaps the past three seasons: the Lannisters are in charge
now, and the Starks are, for the
most part, dead or otherwise displaced. It also segues perfectly into
the show’s ever-captivating credit
sequence.
Not many shows would have
the guts to open a season with a
nearly silent scene, but confidence
seems to be the new currency of
the realm for “Game of Thrones.”
That’s not to say that the show
hasn’t always been good. Even
from the beginning, “Game of

Thrones” has been exceptional.
What makes it outstanding is that
it keeps getting better while also
getting bigger.
However, showrunners David
Benioff and D.B. Weiss seem to
have injected the show with new,
self-assured energy. It’s a premiere
episode of “Game of Thrones,”
meaning that we must play catchup with the show’s horde of characters.
But there’s something sprightly about the way “Two Swords”
moves as a premiere. It’s one of the
show’s faster episodes, and one of
its funniest.
The actors have never seemed
more comfortable in their roles,
and even new additions, such as
Oberyn Martell (Pedro Pascal)
and Ellaria Sand (Indira Varma)
feel like welcome spice instead of
filler. “Game of Thrones” thrives
on finding new pairings for its
characters, and the lived-in performances feel more emotionally resonant than ever despite the
show’s fantasy setting.
Said setting also grows in scope
each season. As things get worse
for the characters on this show,
the production design and cinematography only become more
beautiful and inventive.
Weiss and Benioff have also

grown much more adept at elegantly weaving in the complex
backstory of George R.R. Martin’s
books upon which the show is
based. Characters recap important parts of the history of the show
through clever and believable dialogue, and small references to past
seasons and the books make the
show feel like a whole.
The premiere closes with a
10-minute sequence featuring
Arya (Maisie Williams) and the
Hound (Rory McCann). They
make up one of the show’s most
perfectly matched pairs, and their
dialogue is written in a way that’s
hilariously brought to life by the
two.
The tavern brawl the pair finds
itself in represents the best of
what “Game of Thrones” has to
offer: drama, depth and damn
good performances. It’s one of the
show’s most satisfying — but ambiguous — scenes.
Weiss and Benioff have obviously hit their stride here.
“Game of Thrones” seems to
be entering its imperial age, and if
the premiere is any indication, the
best is yet to come.
So let the snows of winter fall.
With “Game of Thrones,” it’s
sure to be a hell of a ride.
TV show rating: A-

DRY CLEAN ONLY

Slay your enemies with fire-breathing fashion
As much as I admire both the
publication and the clothes featured (so much Valentino), it's
just a tad bit out of reach for your
average fashion khaleesi.
For us, I give you the walletfriendly guide to embodying the
spirit of Westeros in 2014.
BY KAE HOLLOWAY
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM
Cue the choir, bring up the orchestra and hum along with me to
the greatest of all opening credit
songs. "Game of Thrones" is back
and better than ever.
The season started up Sunday
in a blaze of dragons, death and
general badassery. And with it
comes 10 new episodes worth of
fashion inspiration.
I'm anticipating a new season
full of gorgeously detailed ball
gowns, plunging necklines, earthy
tones and enough fur to make
Anna Wintour drool.
Fashion blogs and mags have
been pouring out ensemble howto's. Of all these, Vogue posted
a question that really caught
my attention: What if "Game of
Thrones" had 2014 fashion?
Well, what if it did?
Now of course, in true Vogue
fashion (joke intended), they included with their article a slew of
expensive designer clothes that
fans of Cersei Lannister, Daenerys Targaryen and Sansa Stark —
among others — could wear.

Lannister
They're evil. They're cunning.
They're ruling the greater part of
the world. But for all their faults,
for all their questionable reproductive methods, they know how
to kill the colors red and gold.
Pair gold gladiator shoes with a
loose, flowing deep red dress, accessorize with varying black and
gold jewelry to modernize the
lion's look for a night out.
For a more casual look, pair
burgundy pants or a skirt with a
printed lion t-shirt and simple
gold flats.
The Night's Watch
Fur. Leather. Black. Seriously though, that's all they wear.
These men have sworn off family,
friends and sex, and traded it for
amazing fur jackets and leather
vests.
With the change of season,
it's a little more difficult to dress
with the heavy layers of Jon Snow.
However, it's not impossible.
Dress in the colors of black and
white, or grey, and accent it with a
leather jacket. Go for edgier, silver
jewelry and if you can find that
perfect dire wolf piece, you're set
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to guard the metaphorical Wall.
Starks
Let us have a moment of silence for this poor family before
modernizing their looks.
This brave, small family is characterized with their fantastic use
of fur, deep earth tones and a variety of blues and greens.
Pay tribute to this family by
pairing a cream cardigan or top
with a light blue floor length skirt
for a more early series Sansa or
Arya look. Swap the skirt out for
worn blue jeans and add a pair of
worn in combat boots for a more
updated Arya.
Targaryen
Now, there's few left in this
family, but the one left is by far the
most fashionable in all the land.
From her desert -worn crop top
to her Quartheen flowing blue
dress or that current asymmetrical
ocean blue dress she's been sporting, Daenerys Targaryen knows
how to rock her clothes and a pair
of killer leather boots.
Dress like THE Khaleesi by
flaunting an earthy toned crop top
with a flowing tan skirt, a high-low
blue dress or a baby blue skirt and
a cream top. Shoes wise, just have
a great pair of leather boots or
gladiator sandals.
Infuse a little bit of emerald
green or ruby red jewelry to incorporate a little of the famous dragons into your look.
Go to wkuherald.com for outfit
compilations inspired by the show.

*Denotes editorial board members.
The Herald publishes on Tuesdays
and Thursdays during the school
year. The first copy is free, and
additional copies are 50 cents each,
available in the Student Publications Center on Normal Street.
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BY BEN CONNIFF
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM

At first glance, one might expect “Captain
America: The Winter Soldier,” the ninth film in
the Marvel Cinematic Universe, to be just another stale superhero flick.
That kind of estimation couldn't be farther
from the truth.
“Winter Soldier” is exactly the post-“Avengers”
kick that this franchise badly needed. Dare I say
it’s even better than “The Avengers”?
As Steve Rogers (Chris Evans) continues to
realize his place in the digital age, he and Black
Widow (Scarlett Johansson) make a shocking
discovery that rocks S.H.I.E.L.D. to its core. As
demons arise from Steve’s past, the line between
friend and foe dissolves.
One of those “demons” is a master assassin
known as “the Winter Soldier.” His mission, simply, is to eliminate Captain America, but there’s
a grander scheme afoot that slowly reveals itself
through a series of twists and turns.
Directors Anthony and Joe Russo (perhaps best
known for their work directing episodes of "Community" and “Arrested Development”) ditch tired
Ben Conniff, columnist

Chris Evans’ portrayal of the First
Avenger feels bone-deep throughout
the film. He has the perfect look and
understands that this is a character
who is stalwart in his values.”

CGI spectacle in favor of hard-driving, old-school
action. As such, it's quite unlike any superhero
flick to come along in the past few years.
The story from series vets Christopher Markus
and Stephen McFeely plays like a gritty espionage
thriller in keeping with the recent James Bond incarnations, Bourne films and even genre classics
like “The French Connection."
Some action sequences and themes of technoparanoia (a la WikiLeaks) made me think “Winter
Soldier” could be as close as Marvel ever gets to
Christopher Nolan’s take on Captain America.
Chris Evans’ portrayal of the First Avenger feels
bone-deep throughout the film. He has the perfect
look and understands that this is a character who is
stalwart in his values. This makes Cap easy to sympathize with — perhaps in this situation more than
most because he finds himself facing a new threat
that isn’t made in a laboratory or from outer space.
Anthony Mackie makes his Marvel debut as
Falcon, one of the few people Cap can trust during his daunting mission. Mackie is a perfect casting choice, and I can’t wait to see what he brings
to the table in future installments.
There are lots of characters in “Winter Soldier,”
so it isn’t surprising that some among them feel
slightly underutilized, especially Batroc the Leaper (Georges St. Pierre). He’s a big baddie in comic
book lore and is good for one badass fight scene
at the film’s opening. After that, it’s as if the writers
just got bored with him and decided to move on.
Even so, “Captain America: The Winter Soldier” features much that fanboys and newcomers
alike should be excited about. Fans will enjoy the
allusions to other films and characters, as well as
a change in dynamic for the future of the Marvel
Cinematic Universe.
Newbies will stay for the breathless action sequences and riveting spy-thriller themes.
Alas, the real “marvel” is that “Winter Soldier”
is the studio’s finest recent superhero film.
Movie rating: A

VOICE YOUR OPINION
Opinion 270.745.4874
opinion@wkuherald.com
The Herald encourages readers to
write letters and commentaries
on topics of public interest. Here
are a few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250
words. Commentaries should be
about 500 words and include a
picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't
submit plagiarized work.
3. For verification, letters and
commentaries MUST include
your name, phone number, home
town and classification or title.

4. Letters may not run in every
edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to
edit all letters for style, grammar,
length and clarity. The Herald
does NOT print libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be received
by 7 p.m. on Sunday and Wednesday.
DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO
NOT reflect those of Western
Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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THE FUN PAGE
Place a classified
today!
LINE CLASSIFIEDS
start at $6 per issue

DISPLAY CLASSIFIEDS
start at $7.25 per issue

Email advertising@wkuherald.com
for more information.

PREVIOUS CROSSWORD SOLUTION

Visit our website for
more news coverage
and photos
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Across
1 Bart’s mom
6 Pooch in whodunits
10 Super-fast fliers, briefly
14 Multiple choice options
15 Tater
16 Poi base
17 City on Spain’s
Southwestern coast
18 School semester
19 Some Neruda poems
20 Collegian’s specialty
23 Take home the trophy
24 ‘70s-’80s TV role for
Robin Williams
25 Bawl out
28 Make illegal
29 “Love __ Madly”: Doors
hit
30 Actor Wallach
31 “I __ sorry”
34 TV athletic award
37 Surgical beam
39 Retire
42 Practical joke
43 Prince William’s alma
mater
44 Chooses, with “for”

45 Escape
46 Sound system part
48 Lid for a lad
50 Rio Grande city
52 City north of Pittsburgh
54 Tank or tee
57 Kitchen appliance
60 Turn over
62 Reagan secretary of state
63 Megastars
64 In excess of
65 Footwear insert
66 Former midsize Pontiac
named for a native Mexican
67 Cancún cash
68 Tiff
69 Skeptical
DOWN
1 Colorful parrot
2 Counters with beads
3 Flying ‘50s film monster
4 Graph paper design
5 Itchy skin inflammation
6 Up and about
7 Bit of dust
8 Gang land
9 Look up to

10 Casual vodka order
11 Prepares for the cattle
drive
12 Three, in Turin
13 Distress letters
21 “Water Lilies” painter
Claude
22 Ranks below marquises
26 Fully attentive
27 Loses energy
28 Timely benefit
29 Source of a shot
31 Orchard tree
32 Work on a wall
33 Cattle drive concerns
35 Ladder lead-in
36 Greenhouse container
38 Physics particle
40 Decree in imperial Russia
41 Practical joke
47 Coffeehouse orders
49 Old reception aid
51 Last Olds made
52 Writer Jong
53 “Correctomundo!”
54 Govt. security
55 One with an unsettling
look

SUDOKU PROBLEMS

56 Irritating
58 One may be on a woodpile
59 Wood-shaping tool
60 Badge bearer
61 One who succumbed to a
serpent
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Louisville senior Abigail O’Bryan sings “You’re The One That I Want” from “Grease” with the sisters of Alpha Gamma Delta sorority while the group waits to perform its routine for Spring Sing at Diddle Arena on Sunday. IAN MAULE/HERALD

IT'S ALL

GREEK
TO ME

Junior Chi Omega sorority member Hannah Bobinger of Hendersonville‚ Tenn.‚
rehearses before going onstage to perform during Spring Sing. DOROTHY EDWARDS/
HERALD

The women of
Phi Mu sorority
perform a kick
line during their
performance
onstage during
Spring Sing at
Diddle Arena on
Sunday. DOROTHY EDWARDS/
HERALD

Members of Phi Mu sorority perform onstage during Spring Sing at Diddle
Arena on Sunday. DOROTHY EDWARDS/HERALD

Freshman Delta Tau Delta fraternity brothers Clay Sneed of Cincinnati‚
Ohio‚(right) and Patrick O’Brien of Lexington celebrate finishing their performance on Sunday. DOROTHY EDWARDS/HERALD
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Contemporary

CREATIONS

Evansville freshman Ethan Corder, left, plays an autistic child named Jace and Louisville senior J. Morgan Shaffo, right, plays his mother, Laura, during rehearsal of ‘The Puzzle
Piece' for the New Works Festival. JEFF BROWN/HERALD

WKU Theatre & Dance presents New Works Festival

T

BY KRISTINA BURTON
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

he WKU Department of Theatre
& Dance will present its New
Works Festival April 10-13 at the
Gordon Wilson Lab Theatre.
Nashville junior Anna Lee McFadden
is the dramaturge for the New Works
Festival.
McFadden, who is also stage managing a spoken word piece and directing a
stage reading, said the New Works Festival includes 12 total projects with six
shows per night.
“I think everyone should come —
not only to see new, original work
produced by people here at WKU, but
also to support the arts,” she said.
Nashville junior Caleb Pless is direct-

ing, choreographing and starring in a
movement piece titled “Green Lights
and Pretty Flowers."
“It’s a love story told through dance and
movement,” Pless said.
Pless chose to do a choreographed
piece because he had never choreographed anything before.
“I thought this was a good outlet to
try something new and try to get a new
experience in something I’m not totally
familiar with,” he said. “I dance, but I’d
never done that creative side of dance.”
Lexington junior Fiona Mowbray is
a dancer in “Green Lights and Pretty
Flowers.”
“I wanted to participate [in the New
Works Festival] because it’s exciting that
WKU is giving us the opportunity to try
something new and create new pieces,”

she said. “It’s nice to be a part of something brand new and original preceding
any embodiments before it. Normally,
a show has its original cast and you’re
bound to a certain way of doing things.
This gives you more free reign and a
chance to try something new.”
McFadden said she gets to help
each individual piece tell a story but
also a tell story with the entire New
Works Festival.

“I’ve been working primarily with
different playwrights and developing
their pieces to make sure it all makes
sense," she said. "I'm helping them
through the creative process — from
the beginning with their proposals to
being onstage today.”
Pless said being able to try something new has been a highlight for him.

“I’ve found that I can succeed at
new things, and I can branch out and
try different things and if it works, it
works,” Pless said. “It’s awesome to
see that come together, especially on
stage in a performance.”
McFadden hopes that everyone involved with the New Works Festival gets
a sense of the process it takes to create
new work.
“I also hope we can inspire the audience to create new things,” she said. “New
theatre is important and I hope we can
make the audience understand that.”
Mowbray agreed, but also hoped
people come to the New Works Festival
with an open mind.
“Everyone is putting themselves out
there in a new way they haven’t done
before,” Mowbray said.

Bosnian refugee finds opportunity in America
BY WHITNEY ALLEN
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

Ena Handzic doesn’t remember
when her family fled Bosnia nearly 17
years ago.
But they did.
Now, the WKU alumna lives in
Bowling Green with her immediate
family. Her extended family resides in
Austria, Bosnia and locations throughout Europe.
Shanika Feagins, the Preferred
Communities Coordinator at the
Bowling Green International Center,
defined a refugee as "someone who
has left their home country and is unable to return because of some wellfounded fear that if they return there
they will be killed."
There was plenty going on in Bosnia
at the time the Handzic's left. There
was conflict within the country, violence in the streets and crippling food

WKU alumna Ena Handzic of Bosnia-Herzegovina moved to the United States in 1997.
She graduated from WKU with a degree in international business and continues to
live in Bowling Green while looking for a job in her field of study. DOROTHY
EDWARDS/HERALD

rations, Handzic said.
The country was in a civil war after
having just declared its independence
from Yugoslavia. Bosnian Serbs attacked the capital of Bosnia and other
towns in eastern Bosnia. There was
shooting in the streets and food rations, Handzic said. So her family applied for visas to work in Berlin.
After five years in Germany, the
family came to Bowling Green. Handzic attributes much of the decision to
move to Bowling Green and successfully start a new life to the local International Center.
“That’s why most Bosnians come
here — because of the International
Center,” Handzic said.
Feagins said although most of the
refugees who now come to Bowling
Green aren’t from Bosnia, they still
work with Bosnians to help them with
the immigration process or to get their
SEE HERITAGE PAGE B3
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Waxahatchee finds beauty in the bruises
BY SAM OSBORNE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Katie Crutchfield has
a way with delivering the excruciatingly
honest. She makes the
mundane and minute beautiful, painting
pictures of small town
existentialism and postadolescent indifference.
OSBORNE
“I left like I got my
way/But truly I left with nothing at all,”
she nonchalantly howls on “Hollow
Bedroom”, the evocative opening of
her sophomore effort “Cerulean Salt”,

as Waxahatchee.
Crutchfield hails from Birmingham,
Ala. originally, apparent through her
irresistible southern drawl, but you get
the sense she’s from a little bit of everywhere. The 25-year-old has spent the
last decade fronting numerous bands
(The Ackleys, P.S. Eliot, Bad Banana),
touring the country (and world) coast
to coast, and in the midst has established herself as a prolific songwriter in
the do it yourself circuit.
“Cerulean Salt” has proved to be
Crutchfield’s official coming out. The
record, released in March 2013, has
since garnered overwhelming critical acclaim, finding itself on countless

“Best of 2013 lists.
Blurred teenage memories, clumsy
hookups and toxic relationships are all
fodder for Crutchfield.
On the poignant “Lively”, Crutchfield
tackles the ugliness of drug abuse. We
find her in a dimly lit hospital room by
the side of her overdosed lover. The song
features one of the most haunting moments on the record.
“I had a dream last night/We had hit
separate bottoms/You yell right in my
face/And I’ll poison myself numb,” she
cries out, longing for the simplicity of
youth.
Crutchfield’s imagery is vivid, recalling dark winter mornings, unexplained

blood stains on the backseat and hazy
childhood memories spent at the river
(er, Waxahatchee creek).
Crutchfield’s collection of songs is
timeless and seems to resonate more
with each passing listen.
She finds beauty in the bruises and wisdom in her wounds.
“You hold on to the past/You make
yourself miserable/And I’m ruled by
the seasons/And a sadness that’s inexplicable,” she confesses on “Swan
Dive”.

Visit WKUHERALD.COM for an
interview with Katie Crutchfield of
Waxahatchee.

Miss Omega pageant give plus-sized women confidence
BY QUICHE MATCHEN
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
This Saturday, Omega Psi Phi fraternity will host a pageant meant to show
that all shapes and sizes are beautiful.
In its seventh year, the Miss Omega
pageant aims to help plus-sized women gain self-esteem and confidence.
The pageant will take place at Downing
Student Union Auditorium on April 11
at 7 p.m.
Paducah senior Breia Stubblefield
said women were tired of seeing the
same skinny girls in pageants, and so
the Omegas founded the pageant for
plus-sized girls. The only requirement
for participants is they must be a size
12 and up.

Miss Omega 2014 will walk away
from the competition with a book
scholarship and as next year’s pageant
coordinator. The amount of the book
scholarship depends on the amount of
money raised during the event.
The contestant who raises the most
money will win the Have Hope Award in
honor of Cheryl Williamson, a pageant
participant who died two years ago.
There will be five categories in the
pageant: business, club, lingerie, talent
and formal.
Stubblefield said she competed in
the pageant in 2009 and now helps to
make sure things run smoothly.
“These are a different group of girls,”
she said. “They all have different reason
for why they’re doing the pageant.”

Toyanna Sweatt, Bowling Green Senior

You may not be everyone's definition of beauty, but as
long as you are your own [definition of beauty] that's
all that matters.”
She encourages the audience to
sit back and watch the 10 contestants
shine. Contestants have been practicing for about eight weeks.
Stubblefield said the contestants
aren’t the same contestants they were
when they first started— they’ve
evolved.
Last year’s Miss Omega, Bowling
Green senior Toyonna Sweatt understands what the contestants feel because she was in their shoes last year.

Sweatt said the pageant was definitely an experience that she needed to have.
“It was like a breakout,” she said.
“Coming out of my shell and I gained
confidence and joy.”
To Sweatt, the pageant helps plussized women know their beautiful no
matter what.
“You may not be everyone’s definition of beauty, but as long as you are
your own [definition of beauty] that’s
all that matters,” she said.

NEWS BRIEF

Business and leadership master class, chess tournament hosted this weekend

The Business and Leadership Master Class, a one-day seminar focusing
on business, leadership and neuroscience, will take place at the Knicely
Conference Center on April 11 at 2
p.m.
Samuel Hunt, a doctoral candidate
in education leadership, is organizing the class. A chess tournament, in
confluence with the seminar, will take
place April 12 to13.
Hunt said the chess tournament is

a simulation for building a better mind
that leads to better leaders and better
business people, but the conference's
focal point isn't the game.
"It's not about chess," Hunt said.
"It's about being better at business and
leadership. It's to bring new ideas and
concepts to both of those fields; chess
is an additional factor."
Andrew Head, executive-in-residence, and Joseph Cangemi, emeritus
professor of psychology, will speak at

this year's conference.
Cangemi will talk about leadership.
It all started from the idea that to be a
better leader one needs to play chess.
Chess allows one to think and move,
and as a leader one has to think about
what he or she is doing and about the
consequences.
"You don't need a title to be a leader," Cangemi said. "Leadership is influence, you can't buy it and no one can
give it to you."

Those who participate will also
receive a complimentary book, dinner, Master Class certificate and
seminar.
There are early registration fees,
starting with individual seats at $35,
half-table at $250, which includes seven complimentary seats, and $400 for
twelve complimentary seats.
-Herald Staff
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licenses.
The International Center provided
the Handzic's with an apartment and
the basic furnishings they needed.
“At the time you are coming from a
country that was in war and you don’t
really have anything.“ Handzic said.
The International Center continues to provide refugee families with
the basics as well as employment. The
employment developer at the International Center works to make connections with employers in the community to encourage them to hire refugees.
Many refugee adults in Bowling Green
work at the Perdue chicken factory.
Language is often the biggest barrier the refugees face, particularly when
it comes to job searching.
Rancho Cucamonga, Calif. senior
Denise Range volunteers with local
Burmese refugees. Range spends Saturday afternoons teaching ESL classes.
Range said the most common fear
among Burmese about America is that
their heritage will be taken from them.
Part of that heritage is their native language.
“That is what they fought for and
fled from in Burma,” Range said. “Their
language is very sacred to them.”
In the ESL classes Range volunteers
with she said they want to teach the
refugees enough English to meet their
basic needs, not to strip them of the

cultural attachment to their language.
mom prepares is different.
In the essence of keeping their cul“We don’t eat out that much, we try
ture in their day-to-day lives, the Han- to make everything at home,” Handzic
dzics still speak Bosnian in their home said. “That’s more of a difference in the
although everyone in the family can cultures. Here everyone goes out to
speak English.
eat.”
The International Center offers
Handzic’s boyfriend is from the
English as a Second Language classes. United States and sometimes the lanAlthough they have a certified tutor, guage barrier between him and her
Feagins said anyone can teach ESL family can be confusing.
and the International Cen“We talk so fast and so
ter heavily relies on volunloud, we are just loud peoteers.
ple. The language sounds
Handzic’s brother was
angry,” Handzic said.
much older than her at the
“My boyfriend will ask,
time their family left Bos- In My Skin is a weekly fea- ‘Are you guys in a fight? ‘
nia. Because he had already ture series that looks to tell No, I’m just talking to my
picked up the Bosnian lan- the stories of diverse stu- mom,” she laughed.
guage, Handzic said he dent populations at WKU.
Refugees don’t always
struggled even more with
come to the United States.
the language barrier.
Once they are in a refugee
“That was difficult for him because camp, if they are fortunate enough to
he learns one language then he comes be relocated they may be sent to Austo another country and learns another tralia or Europe.
language and whenever he comes here
Each year the president signs a Preshe’s like I don’t know any of these lan- idential Determination Letter that deguages fluently,” Handzic said.
termines how many refugees the UnitAnother challenge refugees some- ed States can take in the upcoming
times face are mental disorders and year. Currently, the U.S. takes about 75
means of transportation. Several refu- percent of the world’s refugees.
gees suffer from post-traumatic stress
“The funny thing is that a lot of
disorder, Feagins said.
times I think when people are thinking
“But the biggest challenge is lan- about America they are thinking New
guage,” Feagins said.
York and skyscrapers and then they
The Handzics still speak Bosnian in come to Bowling Green,” Feagins said.
their home, although everyone in the
Bowling Green has been chosen as
family can speak English. Handzic said a resettlement location because of its
her home life differs from her friends.
size.
Not surprisingly, the food Handzic’s
Communities that are smaller are

IN MY

SKIN

preferred for resettlement agencies because it gives the refugees a better opportunity to become connected with
the community.
The International Center’s goal is for
the families to be on their own within
180 days, but that doesn’t always happen.
“It can take a long time if you think
about an adult trying to learn to speak
English,” Feagins said. The International Center tries to offer support for
the families for as long as they can.
Feagins feels that the things the International Center does brings hope to
families.
“We show them that America is not
so big and so scary and you can still
make it,” Feagins said.
Although Handzic cannot recall the
brief time in her childhood that was
spent in Bosnia, she does feel it has
impacted her life today.
“I feel like I’m not necessarily more
cultured but I think I’m more open
minded than some people that were
born and raised here,” Handzic said.
“I’m also able to pick up a new language a lot easier because I’m bilingual.”
Her background and bilingualism
led Handzic to major in International
Business.
Although Handzic said she would
like to go back to Bosnia and visit her
grandparents, she wants to stay in the
United States to work.
“This is where the opportunity is,”
she said.

Kroger chairman shares experiences leading grocery company
BY AARON MUDD
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Students will get the
chance to hear from David Dillon, the chairman for
Kroger’s board of directors,
on April 10. Dillon’s visit is
thanks, in part, to communications professor Cecile Garmon. When Garmon first met
Dillon at a leadership conference, she asked him to come
speak to WKU students.
“I thought he was so energetic, so charming and
so nice and he’s not very far
away,” she said. “So I said
‘You need to come to Western
Kentucky University some-

time.’ And he said ‘I might
just do that.’”
Dillon will speak as part of
the Hays Watkins Visiting CEO
lecture series in Grise Hall Auditorium at 2:00 p.m. A reception will follow Dillon’s speech,
planned to begin at 4:30 p.m.
The dean of the Gordon Ford
College of Business, Jeffrey
Katz, said that the annual
event is funded by a donation
from Watkins.
“Hays Watkins was a graduate of the old Bowling Green
Business University that then
has become what we know
today as the Gordon Ford
College of Business,” Katz
said. “He was the president

and chairman of the board
of CSX Railway before he retired.”
Dillon’s lecture is entitled “Is
anyone following you?” Garmon said that his presentation
will focus on his experience
leading Kroger and what that
has taught him.
“He’ll talk about leadership
and some of the issues that
people face in leading huge
companies now,” she said.
“One of the things that I asked
him to talk about is what kind
of characteristics or kind of
capabilities would he expect
students that he hires to have.”
The reception after his lecture will be held at the Augen-

stein Alumni Center.
“Usually at these events local business people come in
and students have a chance to
interact with them,” Garmon
said. “It is a networking opportunity for students.”
Garmon is looking forward
to Dillon’s lecture herself.
“I hope I will get some
pointers on things that I
should be teaching,” she said.
“I’ve been teaching for 53 years
now, and it’s easy to spend all
your life in the academy and
not really pay much attention
to what’s going on outside, but
to hear people tell us what they
want students to know is really
very helpful.”

She imagines that students
studying business, leadership
and communication will be
particularly interested in the
presentation.
“I would hope people would
come because they’d like to see
what a powerful person is like,”
she said. “It would be interesting to see what somebody in a
position of power really is like.”
Garmon also thinks that
Dillon’s interpersonal skills are
something everyone can learn
from.
“Being able to connect with
people, and to make other
people feel comfortable, is a
very good characteristic to
have,” she said.

Research project seeks ways to improve degree programs
BY JOHN CORUM
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Keeping up with the times is
a constant endeavor – especially in education. However,
the WKU Advertising Campaigns course in the School of
Journalism and Broadcasting
has risen to meet the challenge.
This semester, the class has
initiated a national research
project to evaluate the trends
in the real-world industries of
Advertising and Public Rela-

tions.
The project, led by professor
of Advertising Cliff Shaluta,
will use their findings to help
shape the future of the WKU
Advertising and Public Relations programs.
According to Brazil Senior
Victoria Frascino, the research portion of the project
sought to confirm the qualities needed by Advertising
and Public Relations students
to be competitive in the job
market.
“We are looking through

different target audiences to
figure out what the industry
needs from us…the programs
we need to know, the skill sets
we need to possess,” Frascino
said.
According to Frascino, the
conclusions reached by the
project will be used to determine whether revamping
WKU's Advertising and Public Relations programs is necessary to fulfill these modern
needs.
Louisville Senior Gabrielle
Williamson, project par-

ticipant, explained that this
modernization has the potential to improve an already
exemplary program.
“We are looking into what
other teachers are doing and
comparing it to the industry’s
needs so that we can change
our program to make it better,” Williamson said.
The project recently concluded the research portion.
While analysis of the findings
has already begun, Williamson explained that the research process alone greatly

supplemented her collegiate
education.
“We’ve learned a lot about
the research process in a realworld context,” Williamson
explained.
According to Frascino,
the improvements the project hopes to identify won't
only be helpful – they will
be necessary in keeping up
with the rapidly changing
times.
“The advertising concept
just doesn’t exist as it used to,”
Frascino said.
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Tight ends looking for ‘reliability’
BY ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
Ryan Wallace says his father always
told him to ‘prove to be reliable’, and the
son is inheriting a group of tight ends
that have proven to be just that.
Wallace enters spring practice as the
new tight ends coach for the WKU football team as a graduate assistant with
the program. Wallace, a former tight
end for the Toppers, played in all 13
games for WKU in 2012, meaning he’s
coaching players he once shared the
sidelines with except now he wears a
hat instead of a helmet.
“He kind of relates to us,” redshirt
junior tight end Tyler Higbee said. “He
kind of knows our strengths and our
weaknesses and what we need to work
on, and he’s also a student of the game.
He can teach us and he’s learning as
well as we are. He’s helping us out.”
Higbee, along with senior Mitchell
Henry and redshirt junior Tim Gorski
accounted for a combined 646 yards
receiving for the tight end group last
season. That number decreased from
776 yards in 2012 due to the transition
from former coach Willie Taggart’s prostyle offense into the spread offense
introduced by former coach Bobby
Petrino.
With the change in the system, so

RAMSEY
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
“Physically, she had all the raw tools;
there is no doubt about that. Coach
Duncan has done an excellent job of
taking a very talented athlete and continuing to mold her.”
Ramsey’s 55-foot-7-inch personal record and third place national ranking
falls just two feet short of Duncan’s personal record.
Duncan believes that if Ramsey had
more time in a D1 program, her marks
would be even higher.
“I compare her to myself because
in many ways she reminds me of myself—I actually think she is a lot more
talented than I am, but where she is
technically was where I was probably
my sophomore year,” Duncan said.
“She just doesn’t have the throws under
her belt or the training or time to implement them, and the things I want to do
with her technically I think would have
just been easier given more time.”
Duncan attributes this to the massive
jumps in her success in such a short
amount of time.
“This is the first time she has been in a
sophisticated training program,” Duncan said. "When I was throwing the
numbers she was throwing, my college

COLUMN
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
the plays down. Now it’s kind of less
thinking and more reacting and just
playing the game.”
Continuation from a year ago doesn’t
mean complacency, though. Tight ends
coach Ryan Wallace, a former player
under coach Willie Taggart, said with
over four months until the regular season opener, the WKU coaches are still
trying new things.

BASEBALL
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
4.60 ERA with one save. As for the Sunday starter, he's still not quite sure who
will see the mound.
“We’re going to TBA Sunday, if I have
to use Josh to win Saturday I will, if not
he will probably go Sunday. We're 1-3
on Sundays, Arkansas State is 4-0 with
their best arm on Sundays and there
is a difference between second and
fourth right now and we have to do
better.”
The Trojans are 10-10 at home this
year with wins against Northern Ken-

changes their role. Henry said with a
year under their belts, it makes practicing the offense much simpler.
“Last year when coach Petrino got
here in the spring it was kind of just
real out there,” Henry said. “You didn’t
know what you were doing a lot of
plays, just thinking every time you ran
a play. Now it’s like you can just go out
there and play full speed and you know
what you’re doing the whole time. You
can see that with our offense. It’s really
clicking.”
Henry is a tight end who Wallace says
has come a long way in the area of run
blocking. The tight ends will have the
chore of blocking for Leon Allen after
the loss of All-American Antonio Andrews.
Being more physical and making improvements in run blocking is the biggest key Wallace is looking for out of his
tight ends this spring.
“They’ve done a good job grasping
it,” Wallace said. “When I first moved
in they were very open to coming up
to me if they had a little question about
technique.
“I think we need to be physical at the
point of attack, that’s one thing, and
make plays when we’re called upon.
There’s easy plays you have to make
and be able to be trusted, be accountable, be reliable.”

coach and I could see that I was close
to reaching my potential. Jessica is nowhere near her top potential yet.”
Ramsey’s most recent accolades include being named the Women’s Most
Outstanding Field Performer for the
second time in back-to-back indoor
championship meets after capturing
shot put and weight throw titles at the
Sun Belt Conference Indoor Track and
Field Championships in February.
She was named the Sun Belt Conference Women’s Field Athlete of the Week
in four of the six weeks it was awarded
during the 2013-14 indoor season.
Yet Ramsey’s time is quickly drawing
to an end at WKU, begging the question of what kind of future track has in
Ramsey’s future.
“My number one goal is getting my
degree,” Ramsey said. “But I really want
to go back to nationals and hopefully
make Olympic trials.”
Ramsey describes making Olympic
trials as one of her biggest dreams, and
maintains that she will continue to rigorously train after graduation.
“I really want to go pro,” Ramsey said,
“I really want to throw for Adidas so not
only have I been working hard to get an
A or B standard to qualify for Olympic
Trials but I have also been looking into
what standards I have to meet to compete for them.”

“With coach Brohm taking over and
(new offensive coordinator Tyson Helton) coming in, there’s a lot of new ideas
that have taken place,” Wallace said.
“We’ve kind of tweaked little things
here and there that we’ve done, but
(players) have done a good job of
grasping it.”
When this team takes the field for its
first regular season game in August, a
lot will have changed — new starters
will be in place and a Conference USA
logo will have replaced the Sun Belt tag
on the Smith Stadium turf.

tucky, Central Michigan and Georgia
State. Troy is coming off a four game
losing streak which included begin
swept by Louisiana-Lafayette and a loss
at Auburn. Troy ranks eighth in the Sun
Belt standings with a 4-7 conference record.
“They play much better at home,” Myers said. “We’ve got to go there and put
the pedal to the medal and don’t give
them confidence at home. Epically on
the road if we can throw the first punch
and get them reeling a little bit it will
be huge. We have to pitch well on the
road.”
The first game will be played Friday
at 6 p.m. at Riddle-Pace Field.

SPORTS BRIEF

Former WKU guard Gordon comes out as gay
Former WKU guard Derrick Gordon
became the first openly gay male athlete in Division-I men’s basketball after
his announcement Wednesday.
Gordon, who transferred to Massachusetts after spending his freshman
and only season with WKU, announced
he was gay to his family, coaches and
teammates earlier this month.
In an interview with ESPN, he told Kate
Fagan, “I just didn't want to hide anymore, in any way,” Gordon told ESPN.
“I didn't want to have to lie or sneak.
I've been waiting and watching for the
last few months, wondering when a
Division-I player would come out, and

finally I just said, 'Why not me?'”
Former forward O’Karo Akamune took to
Twitter to express his support for Gordon:
“I fully support and respect my bro
(Derrick Gordon) decision, though I
may not agree to the lifestyle, that’s my
brother for life.”
Gordon was recruited by former
coach Ken McDonald and committed
to WKU before his junior year at St. Patrick (N.J.) High School.
Gordon entered his only season with
the Toppers as a four-star prospect by
Rivals.com and averaged 11.8 points and
6.7 rebounds per game. He started all
-Herald Staff
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TRACK AND FIELD

GOING FOR TWO

Energy is key
during spring
practice
BY LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

radar when she was in high school and
followed her even onto South Plains
College. Jenkins and throws coach Ashley Duncan both agree that she had
more time in a D-I program, her marks
would exceed what she’s already accomplished.
“It was more of a mental shift (from
junior college to D-I),” Jenkins said.
“The discipline of being in our program, being ready to go out and throw
every weekend, and understanding
that we have a team mandate that we
needed to follow.

They might be
just two weeks into
their spring training
period, but the Toppers made it sound
like game day in November at Tuesday’s
practice.
Wide
receivers
AULBACH
and
cornerbacks
Columnist
were in each others’
faces. The linebackers
were fired up on every hit. The WKU
coaches might have even been the
most vocal guys on the field, cheering on their players or correcting
their mistakes all afternoon.
It was loud at Smith Stadium for
the ninth practice of the spring. And
senior tight end Mitchell Henry said
that’s the way it should be.
“At spring ball, it’s all competition,” Henry said Tuesday. “It’s not
like in the fall, where you’re preparing for a team. Right now we’re just
going against each other every day
and at the spring game we’re going
to go against each other. It’s a lot of
competition stuff, and everybody’s
getting a lot of reps.”
The WKU coaches were key to a
lot of the energy at Tuesday’s practice, leading up to the annual spring
scrimmage on April 19. Voices from
the likes of defensive coordinator
Nick Holt and wide receivers coach
JaMarcus Shephard could be heard
above others at the end of every
play.
Energy like that starts at the top,
from people like Head Coach Jeff
Brohm and Holt, who also serves as
associate head coach.
This may be the first spring with
Brohm at the top, but most of his
system and terminology is the same
as former coach Bobby Petrino.
Brohm was Petrino’s associate head
coach and right-hand man during
his single season at WKU, and junior tight end Tyler Higbee said that
familiar feeling helps at Brohm’s
practices.
“Last year, Petrino came in and
we had to learn his whole new offense,” Higbee said. “Brohm kind of
runs the same schemes and everything with a lot of the same terminology. That helps out with getting

SEE RAMSEY PAGE B4

SEE COLUMN PAGE B4

Senior shot put thrower Jessica Ramsey practices on Tuesday WKU's Track and Field Complex. JEFF BROWN/HERALD

Rewarding

PATIENCE

Ramsey awaits her time to shine
BY JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

C

oming out of high school,
Jessica Ramsey wasn’t
ready to develop her talents at the Division-I level.
She knew good things would come to
those who were patient.
Ramsey was patient, and now she
stands as the nation’s third-best shot putter for the WKU track and field team.”
I didn’t want to go into the big environment and heavy competition
because I didn’t feel like I was ready,”
Ramsey said.

Instead, the Boynton Beach, Fla., native chose to attend South Plains College in Levelland, Texas, as a stepping
stone for her career.
“Going to South Plains I think really
helped mold me and prepare me,” she said.
Since her move to the Hill in December of 2012, Ramsey has quickly established herself as the best female thrower in WKU history.
She most recently shattered her own
personal record, as well as a WKU and
Sun Belt Conference record this past
weekend at the Florida Relays in the shot
put with a launch of 55-feet-7-inches.
Coach Erik Jenkins had Ramsey on his

BASEBALL

Toppers take momentum on the road to Troy
BY BILLY RUTLEDGE
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The WKU baseball team has
a much easier road ahead of
them halfway through the season. After posting a 6-6 record
against four of the nine Sun
Belt Conference opponents
so far this year which included
the top three teams in the conference, WKU (18-15, 6-6 Sun
Belt) will face the bottom half
of the conference for the rest
of the regular season.
This weekend's opponent
will be the Troy Trojans (16-17)
in Troy, Ala. The three game
weekend series will put the
two teams up against each
other for the first time this season and the 26th time all-time.
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Junior short stop
Cody Wofford
attempts to tag
out Arkansas
State outfielder
Derek Birginske
during WKU's 9-6
win over the Red
Wolves at Nick
Denes Field on
Saturday.

WKU trails the series 13-22
while 7-10 at Troy.
WKU’s offense has been on
a hot streak lately averaging
eight runs a game over the last
eight games. Sophomore outfielder Anderson Miller and
junior catcher Ryan Messex
lead the team in batting average, Miller with a .371 average while Messex is at .360.
The Toppers will look to improve their pitching mid-way
through the season if they
want to make a run in the post
season. This weekend, Coach
Matt Myers will put sophomore Josh Bartley in the starting weekend rotation. Bartley
is 3-2 on the year, posting a
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