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5 PERCENT INCREASE DENIED

CPE approves 3 percent tuition increase, budget cuts loom
TAYLOR HARRISON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Council on Postsecondary Education did not approve
WKU’s request for a 5 percent
tuition increase at Thursday’s
meeting. Instead, it approved
a 3 percent increase.
President Gary Ransdell
spoke at the meeting to make a
case for WKU students, faculty
and staff.
“They appreciated my comments, and acknowledged our
good work, but stuck to their
guns on the 3 percent cap,” he

said.
to resident, undergraduate
The 3 percent inand face-to-face stucrease came at the
dents. Therefore, it’s
recommendation of
still possible to raise
CPE staff.
tuition by 5 percent
“That was probably
for online, graduate
the most disappointand
non-resident
ing thing to me, is we
students.
were attempting to
Ransdell said
WKU tried comcommunicate with
municating with the
the council itself, but
staff ahead of time,
they chose to stay
but this was the first
with the staff recomRANSDELL
mendation and not WKU president and only chance they
had to talk to the
deviate,” he said.
council.
However, this rec“We had a balanced budget
ommendation only applies

with no cuts, no reductions,
no impact on positions with
a 5 percent increase,” Ransdell said. “Now, we will have a
budget reduction. I have asked
each of the vice presidents to
submit recommendations and
suggestions for ways in which
we can reduce spending, departments, positions or programs or you know, whatever.”
Over the next several weeks,
Ransdell said the focus will be
to have a balanced budget to
recommend to the Board of
Regents in June.
He said over the past few

WKU reacts to the Boston bombings
BY: CAMERON KOCH AND TAYLOR HARRISON

I

n t e rd i s c i p l i n a r y
studies
instructor
Cort Basham has
competed in numerous marathons. But
above all of them, the Boston Marathon is his favorite.
“This was my third Boston Marathon,” Basham
said. “I usually try to run in
races I’ve never done before, but Boston is a whole
other animal.”
The trip served as a vacation of sorts for Basham.
“I wasn’t racing, I was just
running along; it was a glorified long run,” he said.
“I took my mom. She had
never been to Boston, and
we were just kind of seeing
the city.”
Monday, April 15 was a
day of celebration in Boston — Patriot’s Day. Many
businesses were closed,
and thousands of participants and spectators
turned out for the annual
marathon.

Finish line

months, he wouldn’t have
expected this outcome, but
that changed over the last few
weeks.
“But we will take it in stride,
and we will deal with it as we’ve
done with other cuts,” he said.
“The curious thing here is that
the state’s not cutting our budget this time, this one’s coming
from CPE.”
As for what to do next to reduce the budget, Ransdell
said he has a lot of ideas, but
he is waiting to hear from the
vice presidents. He said it’s
SEE DENIED PAGE 2

Buy Local Bowling Green
Good news from TRAXrunning about
Bowling Green's Boston Marathon
runners: “All our BG runners including
former WKU music professor Michele
Fiala are okay. Please continue to
pray.......”
Posted Monday, April 15 at 8:49 p.m.

@WKU_FarmHouse
FIRST EXPLOSION

“It’s a day-long event;
it’s kind of like tailgating,
but it’s literally all day,”
Basham said. “The city
that day is all about the
marathon.”
After finishing his run,
Basham and his mother
searched for a place to
eat nearby.
Then the first explosion
happened.
“Everything sort of
froze,” he said. “Everyone froze….we were just
one block away; we didn’t
have line of sight, but we
were close…after the second one, people started
streaming from around
the corner….it was not
believable — surreal. It
was a movie.”
Basham said at first the
idea that the explosion
and the resulting smoke
were an act of terror
didn’t sink in.
“My first thought was, it
was such a huge sound,”
Basham said. “It sounded like you were bringing a building down with
explosions. But I knew
that wasn’t it….it’s marathon day; there is no way
they would have a noise
that loud, that would
be terrifying. So I knew
it wasn’t for a construc-

tion reason. Within 15
seconds though, the second explosion went off,
and then you knew, this
is something else. It was
bombs, and at that point
you are waiting for the
third, or the fourth or the
fifth. Those next two to
three minutes were really
scary, because you just
kept waiting for more.
People on the street are
crying and calling people, of course.”
Basham texted his wife
moments after the event
and before the Boston
Police Department shut
down cell phone service
to prevent the possibility
of more hidden explosives being armed remotely. He told her what
happened, and for her to
post a Facebook status
and tag him in it to let
everybody know he was
okay.
“I got to her before the
news did, which was important,” Basham said. “I
can’t imagine watching
that and not knowing. I
was very thankful I was
able to get that text to her
before it broke on TV.”
Basham said as soon
as word hit of what had
SEE BOSTON PAGE 2

Very sad to hear about the bombings
in Boston. God bless the people that
stepped up to help. #PrayForBoston
Posted Monday, April 15 at 8:00 p.m.

@ashtaypreston
I urge everyone to please give blood.
On days like today, we need it. The
Greeks at @wku have a blood drive
next week. #SAVEALIFE #boston
Posted Monday, April 15 at 6:46 p.m.

@Kennabeth92
My heart breaks for the people of
Boston! Praying for the city and our
nation.
Posted Monday, April 15 at 10:09 p.m.

@JWellsFOX
Flag flying half-staff at #WKU softball
today. #PrayforBoston
Posted Tuesday, April 16 at 4:40 p.m.
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x

marks the spot

KAYLA BOYD
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

Amid the turmoil and chaos
that has become the last few
weeks of the semester, it is important to remember to stay
relaxed and levelheaded, no
matter how frustrating classes
become.
Athens, Ga., senior Chad
Cown and Corbin senior Sterling Franklin have figured out
the best places around Bowling Green to unwind and distract themselves from their
busy lives.
Cown’s favorite place on
campus is directly outside his
front door. A white and yellow
hammock from Brazil is strung
up between a sturdy tree and a
porch post to provide a mini
vacation without having to
venture out of his own yard.
Situated on State Street
across from the red concrete
Western Kentucky University sign outside of the library,
Cown said he and his housemates have had the hammock
up for about a year.
“It’s really relaxing and fun,”
Cown said. “It’s a great view
of campus, and you can sit
there and watch people walk
to class.”
Having a hammock hung up
year round so close to campus
can have some interesting effects.
“Sometimes we’ll have random people come by and just
lay in it for a while,” Cown said.
“The tree offers some really
nice shade, so it’s a pretty popular place to hang out.”
One of Cown’s housemates,

Crime reports

AZ

from

to

Each Friday, the College
Heights Herald brings you
a story inspired by a letter
of the alphabet.

Students find favorite places around town
Pensacola, Fla., senior Chris
Donahue spends his fair share
of time in the hammock.
“I take a lot of naps in that
hammock,” Donahue laughed.
“On Saturdays, we hang out
and drink beer. It’s my favorite
place on campus.”
Across town, Franklin has
found her own place to relieve
stress and hang out.
The Bark Park off Cave Mill
Road is about five miles away
from Franklin’s house. It’s a
place that allows her to spend
time with some four-legged
friends.
She adopted a pitbull beagle
mix from the Humane Society a year and a half ago. Since
then, she and her dog, Marlon
Brando, have made going to
the Bark Park a regular affair.
“Having a dog is the closest
thing to having a child as you
can get without actually having a kid,” Franklin said. “Dogs
are man’s best friend. And taking your dog to the Bark Park
is like letting your best friend
make other friends.”
Franklin lives with two roommates who also own dogs. All
three canines are indoor animals.
“They know when they’re going to the Bark Park,” she said.
“We have a pitbull beagle mix,
a Yorkie poo, and a Chihuahua
beagle. If everyone rides together, that makes for an exciting five-mile car ride.”
The Bark Park isn’t just about
the dogs, though. Franklin said
going to the park is the easiest
way for her to relieve stress.
She also feels like the Bark
Park has a certain sense of

community to it which makes
for some friendly conversation.
“It’s joy,” she said. “It’s simple joy. I go prepared to get
slobbered on. Dogs are just
so excited there, they run up
to you and you pet them and
play with them and then meet
their owner. It’s a conversation
starter.”
“I know people who go without dogs, just for the camaraderie,” Franklin said. “I love
when people play with and pet
on my dog.”

TOP: A dog-lover for life, Corbin senior Sterling Franklin says her favorite place on Earth is the Bowling
Green “Bark Park.” BRITTANY SOWACKE/HERALD
ABOVE: Watkinsville, Ga., senior Chad Cown enjoys relaxing on the hammock in his front yard. “The
tree it's attatched to is a great climbing tree,” Cown said. “And it‛s nice to see everyone walk by between
classes.” BRITTANY SOWACKE/HERALD

DENIED

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
Reports
• Bowling Green senior
Edward Hazelett reported
his ex-girlfriend entered
his vehicle and stole several
items on April 16. The estimated value of the stolen
items is $180.
• Freshman Joshua Dumas, Pearce Ford Tower,
and Kedrian Reed, PFT, reported items stolen from
their dorm room on April
15. The estimated value of
the stolen items is $895.

WKU

premature for specific
ideas.
“Those things will unfold over the next five or
six weeks,” he said.
Ann Mead, vice president for Finance and Administration, said the CPE
is trying to act in the best
interest of students.
She said it’s not a surprising decision to her,
especially since the University of Kentucky announced that they would

be increasing tuition by 3
percent.
“It could have very well
had some impact on the
rest of us, in terms of
perceptions that if the
University of Kentucky
can manage their cost
increases and still keep
their rates very affordable
as far as the rate increase,
then perhaps maybe the
rest of us should be challenged to do the 3 percent
as well,” she said.
She also said she is anticipating that a 5 percent
increase will be approved
for non-resident, graduate

BOSTON

and online students, as
the CPE gives WKU some
autonomy in that regard.
“While they technically approve all our rates,
there’s a bit of a delegated
authority to determine
what we think are marketcompetitive rates,” she
said.
Mead said the goal is to
make a decision by the
end of April.
“Because we need to go
forth with the budget,”
she said. “The campus
needs to know what the
expectations are moving
forward.”

“It just didn’t seem real,” she closer atmosphere than anysaid. “You see stuff like that thing else,” she said.
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
happen every once in a while
She said she wasn’t at all surbut when its home, it’s like, it prised to see people from the
doesn’t seem real. It’s heart- community helping.
happened, he received more breaking.”
“In New England, we’re kind
than 40 messages in just a few
She said her first reaction of looked at as being very disminutes, but didn’t answer was to make sure her friends tant and cold, and everybody
them to conserve his phone and family were okay, but jokes around about that, but…
battery.
then continit’s such a uniHe and his mother
ued following
fied place,” she
eventually boarded a
the coverage
said.
train and rode out of
to figure out
Because Patown, staying with a
what
haptriot’s Day is
friend. He returned to
pened.
usually such a
Bowling Green Tuesday.
Charpentier
huge celebraWhile Emma Charsaid she notion in Boston,
pentier, a senior from
ticed
many
Charpentier
Cotuit, Mass., was in
of the stories
said the whole
Bowling Green when the
reported were
event was esbombs went off, many
about the acts
pecially
unBASHAM
CHARPENTIER
of her friends and family
of bravery and
fathomable.
WKU instructor s e l f l e s s n e s s
Cotuit, Mass.,
were in Boston.
“You never
senior
Charpentier said she
in the wake of
think that such
found out about it right
tragedy, like
a special ocafter it happened, through a runners from the marathon casion, such a happy time is
news website. Although her running to the hospital to do- going to be interrupted with
hometown is an hour outside nate blood.
something like that,” she said.
of the city, she said Boston still
“I think that it kind of brings
Looking back, Basham said
feels like home.
out more of a supportive and both the emergency response

QUICK FACTS
• The Council on Post-Secondary
Education denied WKU an overall 5
percent tuition increase for residents, undergraduate and face-toface students
• CPE did, however, allow WKU a 3
percent tuition increase
• It is still possible for online, graduate and non-resident students to
see a 5 percent increase
• President Ransdell is asking WKU‛s
vice presidents for ideas regarding
budget reductions

YOU SEE STUFF LIKE
THAT HAPPEN EVERY
ONCE IN A WHILE
BUT WHEN ITS HOME, IT'S LIKE, IT
DOESN'T SEEM REAL.
EMMA CHARPENTIER, COTUIT, MASS., SENIOR
and the response of many of
the runners in the race who
put themselves in danger to
help the injured bolstered his
faith in humanity.
“Not only was the immediate response very affirming,
as a human being, but so was
watching the response of the
Bostonians and Americans in
general, and I think you are going to see more of the same,”
he said. “People were very organized. It was chaos, but people were not violent or shoving

people to get out of the way.
Streets were empty; police
took control."
“I’m very affirmed in the response,” Basham said. “That
can never replace or minimize
the losses or get that back,
those who died and had amputations. But the response
has been huge and will continue to be huge. I think next
year’s marathon will be a celebration of marathoning, what
it’s about — the human spirit.”

Pro Baseball in Downtown Bowling Green | Class A Affiliate Tampa Bay Rays

COLLEGE NIGHT

TONIGHT - 7:05 PM

> $2 DRAFT & FOOD SPECIALS College Night
> $5 TICKETS WITH VALID WKU ID presented by
TO ORDER TICKETS & STAY CONNECTED:
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Opinion
LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Smokers: pick up your butts
Dear Western Smokers,
Every morning while
walking to class, I want
to yell out like one of
those ESPN sportscasters and say, “Come
on Man!”
Why?
Because everywhere
you go, you see discarded cigarette butts.
They’re on the sidewalks, in the grass and
on the stairs. Come
on Man! In case you
haven’t noticed WKU
is a beautiful campus,
and there are a lot of
dedicated men and
women trying to keep
it that way.
I enjoy a good cigar
(even a bad, cheap ci-

gar for that matter) just
as much as the next
person, but I clean up
my own butt after I’m
finished. I know your
mother doesn’t live
here, but sometimes I
wish she did.
A few weeks ago, I
asked one of the workers on campus how he
put up with cleaning
the same mess day
after day. He laughed
and said, “It’s like having to change a baby’s
diapers.” (No lie, that’s
exactly what he said). I
laughed back and said,
“Yeah, but the problem is, these babies
never grow up, they
keep on messing in
their pants.”

TOPS to spring
football this
weekend.

Listen smokers, we
keep this up, and we
may see our smoking
privileges
restricted
even further. So how
about it. Isn’t it about
time to grow up, stop
messing in your pants
and clean up your own
butts (pun intended)?
Come on man and
woman!
From a very nontraditional, 60-yearold Vietnam Veteran,
WKU student who’d
like to continue smoking his cigars on campus but still keep Western beautiful.

TOPS to next
week being
Greek Week.

Tops &
Bottoms

BOTTOMS to no
one else having
their own week.

BOTTOMS to
suffering from
spring allergies.

- James Massa
Richardsville
sophomore

Take A Break

CONTACT US

REPORT AN ERROR

Advertising: 270.745.2653
advertising@wkuherald.com
Newsroom: 270.745.6011
news@wkuherald.com
Address: 1906 College Heights Blvd. #11084,
Bowling Green, KY 42101-1084

Editor: 270.745.5044
editor@wkuherald.com

wkuherald.com

Android App

VOICE YOUR OPINION
Opinion 270.745.4874
opinion@wkuherald.com

iPhone App

@wkuherald
@wkuheraldsports
@wkuheraldnews
College Heights Herald

F o r Go o d n e s s S a k e !

CLASSIFIEDS
Classified Sales Manager: Ashley Edwards
Classified Design Manager: Julia Hartz

FOR RENT
Small cottage for rent
Living room, bedroom, combination kitchen, 1
bath. 8 blocks from WKU. $350/mo plus deposit
and some utilities.
796-7949
Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading
or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution
when answering ads, especially when asked to send money or provide
credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not responsible
for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

Tuesday's Crossword Solution

Across
1 Under-the-table
money
6 Teamster’s rig
10 Tight-lipped
13 Dubuque natives
15 “Once __ a time ...”
16 Chowed down
17 Lacking a strong
foundation,
metaphorically
19 Corp. board member
20 __ over backward
21 “That feels good!”
22 Florence’s country
24 Snoopy’s WWI plane
28 Prize on the mantel
31 Hors d’oeuvre
cracker
32 Northwestern
Canadian territory
33 Naval hoosegow
35 Brew in a bag
38 Shutterbug
42 Mork’s planet
43 Senate staffer
44 Lusterless finish
45 Windy day toy
47 Put the blame on
48 Farina-based hot
cereal
53 Egypt neighbor
54 Subway whose first
line had a terminus
at NYC's City Hall
55 Suffix with wagon
59 Before today
60 Ideal toast color,
and a hint to the
ends of 17-, 24-, 38- a
nd 48-Across
64 Hamlet, to Gertrude
65 Change a manuscript
66 “I, Robot” author
67 Butt in
68 2013 Oscars host
MacFarlane
69 Pert

Down
1 Light-green lettuce
2 Disreputable fellow
3 “Heads __, tails you
lose”
4 Rogaine target
5 Dr. who treats snorers
6 Bite-size raw Asian dish
7 Water quality org.
8 Start of a wk., workwise
9 Formally charge,
in court
10 Sir’s counterpart
11 More than decorative
12 Streep of “The Iron
Lady”
14 All lathered up
18 Folksy negative
23 Whirling toon devil,
for short

College Heights Herald
College Heights Herald Sports

25 “How awful!”
26 Hogwash
27 “__ Noon”: Gary
Cooper Western
28 Printing error,
perhaps
29 German mining
region
30 “Quit nagging! I’ll
do it!”
33 To the point
34 “Way cool!”
35 “Black Swan” skirt
36 Immature newts
37 Set __: name the price
39 Ratón chaser
40 Org. that usually has a
community pool
41 Neosporin target
45 Mary __ cosmetics

46 Publicists’ concerns
47 Blue Cross rival
48 Anklet fastener
49 Strictness
50 Dense black wood
51 Boot spec
52 Otto I’s realm: Abbr.
56 Male turkeys
57 What Noah
counted by
58 Covet
61 “__ to Joy”
62 Set ablaze
63 Undergrad
tech degs.
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Students prepare for fourth
annual Rip the Runway show
KAYLA BOYD
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

Louisville sophomore Morgan Vickers, a broadcasting major, says she is
nervous but excited for the annual Rip the Runway Show, which will be held
tonight at the Preston Center on campus. "This is my first time in this show,"
Vickers said. "We tried out last year and have been practicing all semester. I
just hope I don't fall." BRITTANY SOWACKE/HERALD

Being a model in a fashion
show is an opportunity many
dream of but few manage to
achieve.
For Louisville sophomore
Morgan Vickers, that dream
will become a reality.
Tonight at 8:30 in the Preston Center, Vickers will be
one of about 30 models who
will walk during the annual
Rip the Runway. Rip the Runway is sponsored by the Black
Student Alliance and is in its
fourth year of production. It
has never been hosted in the
Preston Center before.
Vickers said she auditioned
to be a model her freshman
year, but didn’t make it. When
she auditioned this year,
however, she got in.
While Vickers said she’s involved in the fashion show just
for fun, she believes her long
legs are model-like and might
have something to do with
why she was chosen to walk.
To prepare for the fashion show, the models have
had seven practices. And although they did not receive
their outfits for the show until
this past week, Vickers said

practices were effective.
“We walked,” she said.
“We walked and we walked
and we walked.”
The fashion show, coordinated by senior Marquise
Scott, is meant to emulate
the spirit of a New York style
fashion week. It will consist
of seven scenes, each with a
distinct theme and style of
outfits.
This is Scott’s fourth year
participating in Rip the Runway, but it’s his first year as
the coordinator.
“Freshman year, I was looking for something to get into,”
he said. “I’ve always been into
fashion. It excited me.”
In previous years, he helped
past coordinators run the
show. At one point, Scott said,
he just knew he wanted to
coordinate the fashion show
before he graduated.
Scott’s job is a hefty one. He
is in charge of running the
show, which includes getting
the models together, preparing clothes and outfits, and
securing a location.
While Scott is busy coordinating and directing, Vickers will be busy calming her
nerves before her first walk.

“I’m nervous I’m going
to fall,” Vickers said. “And
I’m afraid I’m going to start
laughing.”
Vickers is confident, however, that once she completes
her first walk, she won’t have
any problems and her nervousness will go away.
“I’m supposed to be serious, so I can’t laugh,” she said.
“But this is for fun. It’s really
for anyone to participate in
and enjoy.”
Vickers said she wants everyone to come to Rip the
Runway tonight.
“It’s a dress to impress kind
of thing,” she said. “It’ll be really fun.”
While Rip the Runway is
sponsored by the BSA, Vickers said it is an event for everyone.
“It is about positivity for
African-American students,”
she said. “And it’s about showcasing a talent maybe you
didn’t know someone had.
This is for people on campus.
I think everyone should come
watch and then try out next
year.”
The cost to attend Rip the
Runway is $3 with a canned
good or $5 without one.

WKU to offer opportunities to serve during National Volunteer Week
KAELY HOLLOWAY
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Next week, WKU will join campuses
and communities across the nation
by participating in National Volunteer
Week.
Through canned food competitions,
cleaning projects and more, the WKU
ALIVE Center and Student Activities
have organized and created a plethora of opportunities to give back to the
community.
There will be three large on-campus
opportunities taking place during that
week: CANstruct for a Cause, a Yard
Sale and Style a Senior.
For CANstruct, volunteers will try to
collect as many canned goods as possible, then proceed to build structures
out of all collected cans.
Brittany Ryan, a National Volunteer
Week Planning Committee member
and representative of the ALIVE Center, said this is her third year working
on Volunteer Week.
“This is a really good event, with a

good number of groups showing up
to compete,” she said. “In the past, we
had medical groups on campus make a
hospital room and bed out of the cans.”
This event will take place on Tuesday
at the Center for Research and Development from 3 to 6 p.m.
All canned goods from the event will
be donated to the WKU Food Pantry
and other local food banks.
Hunter Williams, another Committee
member and representative of Student
Activities, is looking forward to all of
the upcoming activities, especially the
Yard Sale.
“A big event we’re working on is the
Yard Sale, and we’re still taking donations for it,” Williams said. “We’ve had
everything from furniture to picture
frames, jewelry, clothes donated. We’re
not turning much away.”
The Yard Sale will be from 7 a.m. to 4
p.m. on Wednesday in Centennial Mall.
Items for this sale will not be priced at
more than ten dollars. Proceeds will
benefit local organizations.
Style A Senior is an opportunity to

take old shirts and turn them into
scarves for senior citizens. It will be
from noon to 2 p.m. outside of Cravens
Library, or in case of rain, in Cravens
Room 111.
There will also be a photo contest
during the week. Staff and students
helping out during the week can submit a picture and caption that depicts
how they’ve helped their community.
Submitted photos will be displayed
during the latter half of the week. The
winning photo will be decided based
on staff and student votes.
Crystal Hardeman, a committee
member and representative of Student
Activities, said all volunteer events are
ID swipeable for those needing to fulfill
service requirements for courses and
other organizations.
“We’re helping out the community,
joining as a whole to make sure that we
as a WKU community service the Bowling Green community,” she said.
Students who want to get involved
can like the Facebook page “WKU National Volunteer Week” for updates

throughout the week.
There will be at least two volunteer
opportunities a day, one on-campus
and one off-campus. Full listings of all
activities and opportunities available
for the week are located on WKU Volunteer Week’s website.
Off-campus volunteer opportunities

Tuesday, April 23
Volunteer at the Humane Society any
hour between 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Wednesday, April 24
Salvation Army, 12 p.m. to 1 p.m.
Thursday, April 25
Housing Authority of Bowling
Green, 2:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Friday, April 26
Parker Bennett Community Center
2:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.
To sign up in advance for any of these
community service projects, call

270-782-0082 or 270-745-4434.

Greek Week 2013
Sunday,
April 21

Spring Sing at 5 p.m. in Diddle Arena.
Lexington senior Lexi Dodson, Kappa Delta
Greek Week chair, said each Greek organization
comes up with a choreographed dance number.
“Each different sorority and fraternity has their
own theme,” she said.

Thursday,
April 25

Monday,
April 22

Greek Week Blood Drive starts
Continues until Wednesday.
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. in the Preston Center on Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday.

Friday,
April 26

Tuesday,
April 23

Greek Feud in the Downing University Center
Auditorium at 7 p.m.
Feud is an event structured like a game show to
test the Greeks’ knowledge of Greek and WKU
life.
“There’s one contestant from each sorority and
fraternity,” Dodson said. “The fraternities will go
against each other, and the sororities will go
against each other.”

Wednesday,
April 24

Faculty Appreciation Banquet
at Mariah’s at 5 p.m.
Each organization can nominate any faculty
member for recognition.

Saturday,
April 27
Sunday,
April 28

Events Day at 3:30 p.m. at the Colonnades.
Here, the Greeks will compete in games, such as
an egg toss and a penny toss competition, according to Dodson.

TUG at the WKU Ag Expo Center at 2 p.m.
The Greek organizations will participate in a
muddy tug-o-war.

Philanthropy Day
This event consists of various service projects in
different locations that will take place throughout the day.

Greek Week Convocation at 7 p.m.
in the Carroll Knicely Conference Center.
The Greek organizations will find out who wins
each event.
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hard over the course of the
past month and he’s expecting
a good showing from the fans
Saturday afternoon.
“This fan base is a great fan
base, I think they’re look-

ing forward to having a good
year,” Brohm said. “We’re going to do our part and work
extremely hard to make sure
that we’re ready to go take advantage of every opportunity,
every practice, every chance
we have to get better and
hopefully put a good product
on the field.”

TRACK

Sophomore tight end Tyler
Higbee said the Toppers are
ready to compete with each
other after spending much of
the past month training.
“We’ve been practicing for
five weeks,” Higbee said. “Everyone’s ready to get out and
put on a little show for the
fans.”

FOOTBALL

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

are definitely on the right track leading into conference in a few weeks.”
Women’s distance coach Michelle Murphy Scott
ensured that the women’s sprinters are on a similar
path and have been preparing for Vanderbilt.
“We are still in the training phase, and we are not
trying to peak right now,” coach Scott said.
Scott said she has the girls focused on being in
prime condition for finals around the time of the
Bellarmine Classic, which is roughly two weeks before conference championships.
“We are still training through the meets, trying to
figure out who has the best chance of scoring where
during conference time,” she said.
The coaching staff has also been harking on intensity in training at this stage in the season.
“You obviously want to continue to work the athletes — this is not the time to sit back and take it
easy,” Jenkins said. “We will do that in about three
weeks.”

personally spoke of the
offense, saying everything is coming together
as planned.
“It was a little tough at
first picking it up and
now that you see every-

offense.
This job will likely be won
in August, not April, but the
QB that plays the best in Saturday’s real game simulation
will go into fall with an upper
hand.
Backing up Antonio
As I discussed Tuesday,
there will likely be just one
guy in the backfield in most
of WKU’s offensive sets this
year.
In most cases, that back will
be Antonio Andrews, the former Kentucky Mr. Football
that nearly eclipsed Barry
Sanders’ single-season allpurpose yards record last fall.
There’s a ton of runners
competing for those No. 2
and 3 spots on the depth
charts to get some carries
while Andrews is on the sideline.
Senior Keshawn Simpson, a
strong, between-the-tackles
runner will probably get one

thing that’s going on,
you see yourself picking it up as well as your
teammates,”
Higbee
said. “Once it all comes
together, it’s a beautiful
picture.”
It wasn’t necessarily a
beautiful picture during
Wednesday’s
practice
according to offensive

of those spots.
Leon Allen, Anthony Wales,
Marquis Sumler and others
will all try to make their cases
for that other spot Saturday.
Jonathan Dowling
There won’t be a more athletic playmaker on either side
of the ball than junior safety
Jonathan Dowling.
He can out-leap people for
balls, has great hands and
was blessed with terrific instincts in the passing game.
Unfortunately, he’s struggled tackling in open space.
His whiff on Central Michigan receiver Andrew Flory
allowed CMU to strike first in
its 24-21 win over the Toppers
at the Little Caesars Pizza
Bowl in December.
But WKU coaches have
praised Dowling through the
spring period, saying he’s
improved in that part of the
game.
Facing an offense that’ll be
throwing the ball downfield,
Dowling will get a chance to
prove he’s gotten better as a
tackler.

coordinator Jeff Brohm,
who said the team’s performance was a bit sloppy.
“Those are things that
are going to happen,”
Brohm said. “We have
to regroup, we have to
know how important every practice is. We have
one more left before the

spring game and have
to take advantage of it
and improve every single
day since this is a new offense and a new system.”
Brohm is still optimistic of what the team will
show on the field, and
said the Hilltopper fan
base should motivate the
team on Saturday.
“I think (fans) are looking forward to having a
great year,” Brohm said.
“We’re going do our part
and work extremely hard
to make sure that we’re
ready to go and take advantage of every opportunity, every practice and
every chance we have to
get better and hopefully
put a good product on
the field.”
Henry echoed his coordinator’s
thoughts
and went on to say he is
looking for “good effort
on both sides,” and the
team must come in with
high energy in order to be
happy with their spring
game performance.
“Put on a show for the
fans,” Henry said. “Just
everybody doing their
job at all times and just
executing and seeing this
offense come together,
because it’s brand new
to everybody. It’d be nice
in the spring game to
see the stuff we’ve been
working on just happen.”
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BASEBALL

WKU heads to South Alabama with top SBC spot at stake

AUSTIN LANTER

SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

For the fifth consecutive
week, the WKU baseball team
is sitting in first place of the
Sun Belt Conference, but the
Toppers are not alone.
This week, two other teams
are tied with WKU (20-17,
10-5 SBC) — Florida Atlantic
and South Alabama, who also

boast conference records of
10-5.
That will change this weekend, however, as WKU travels
to Mobile, Ala., for a threegame series with the Jaguars of
South Alabama.
Coach Matt Myers said he
wants his team to appreciate
the position they are in.
“I want them be in this moment right now that they’re

in,” coach Matt Myers said.
“They’ve earned the opportunity to be in first place. No
one’s given us anything. I want
our guys to be grounded, yes,
but I want them to enjoy this.”
So far this season, WKU has
played to its opponents level
of competition, playing good
teams well and other teams
not so well, according to Myers.

WKU players cheer in the dugout after a Hilltopper home run during their March 20 game against
Lipscomb. WKU lost 5-4 in extra innings. BRANDON CARTER/HERALD

Luckily for the Toppers, the
Jaguars are a good team that is
playing well right now, coming
off a 2-0 loss to sixth-ranked
Florida State and being ranked
in the top 30.
However, Myers said he is
just trying to have his club focus on the game of baseball
itself.
“We’re trying to get them to
respect the game,” Myers said.
“I told them last night, you get
27 outs and so does the other
team. You play your 27 outs
and they play theirs.”
There is no mistaking it,
though — with first place on
the line, the series with USA is
a big one.
According to senior catcher
Devin Kelly, though, the team
is treating it the same as any
other.
He also said that the team
just tries to play Topper baseball every game and take it one
game at a time.
“We try not to (make one series bigger than another),” Kelly said. “We’ve got Friday first,
take the win then, and it’s dayby-day. We just have to worry
about what we do and play to
our strengths and not worry
about what they do.”
The Toppers are also coming

off of a big series win against
Troy, taking two of three from
the Trojans. The series win
marked the first time ever
that WKU was able to win two
straight series against Troy.
However, WKU dropped a
mid-week game on Tuesday,
falling to Lipscomb 2-0 on the
road.
Likewise, the Jaguars lost
their mid-week game to Florida State, but did sweep Arkansas State last weekend, including a 20-2 win on Saturday.
WKU dropped two of three
at ASU, but rebounded two
days later in a win over eighthranked Louisville.
“We just have to go out and
play baseball...it shouldn’t
matter what name is on the
front of that jersey, you still
have to play baseball the right
way because the game always
knows,” Kelly said.
The first game of the series
will be Friday at 6 p.m. with
the second Saturday at 6 p.m.
and the third game Sunday at
1 p.m.
WKU is expected to send
its usual weekend pitchers to
the mound — juniors Tanner
Perkins and Andrew Edwards
and senior Tim Bado — for the
three games in that order.

SOFTBALL

Lady Toppers take eightgame win streak to Troy
KYLE WILLIAMS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

WKU (28-13, 12-3 Sun Belt Conference) swept its Wednesday doubleheader with Lipscomb to extend the
Lady Topper win streak to eight games.
Junior pitcher Emily Rousseau and
senior pitcher Mallorie Sulaski allowed
a total of just seven hits and three runs
in both games in Nashville.
Senior outfielder Katrina Metoyer, senior catcher Karavin Dew and sophomore infielder Preslie Cruce all recorded home runs in game one as the Lady
Toppers beat Lipscomb 8-2.
Cruce’s home run was her 10th of
the season and fourth in the past four
games.
Sophomore infielder Shawna Sadler
recorded four hits, two runs, and an RBI
in the contest.
The Lady Toppers posted eight hits

and seven runs in the second game as
WKU beat Lipscomb 7-1.
Junior infielder Amanda Thomas and
junior infielder Olivia Watkins combined to score five of WKU’s seven runs.
Thomas also recorded her team-high
11th home run of the season in the
game. WKU allotted four home runs
during the doubleheader.
The Lady Toppers head to Alabama
this weekend for a Sun Belt series with
Troy (20-23, 7-7 SBC).
The series begins with a doubleheader at noon on Saturday and ends with a
single game at noon on Sunday.
The Lady Toppers trail No. 17 South
Alabama (37-7, 13-3 SBC) by just a halfgame in the Sun Belt standings.
WKU won two of three games in its
series with then No. 25 South Alabama
back in March.
The Lady Toppers are currently
ranked No. 34 in Division I RPI poll as
of April 15.

FREE T-SHIRT TRADE

Earth Day Festival
April 26th
at Centennial Mall 11am-3:30pm

Bring any clean, gently worn t-shirt to
The WKU Store during the month of April.
Pick up a clean, gently worn t-shirt
at our table on Earth Day April 26.
Additional Drop-Off at DUC Courtyard
Wed. April 17 and Wed. April 24
from 11am-2pm
The WKU Store supports the Office of Sustainability
*Extra t-shirts donated to local charity
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sports
last call for football
UPON FURTHER REVIEW

Things to watch
this Saturday
BRAD STEPHENS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Defensive coordinator Nick Holt (left) yells to sophomore linebacker Daqual Randall to catch a relay partner in
a running exercise during Wednesday's practice at Smith Stadium. BRITTANY SOWACKE/HERALD

Toppers to play farewell
game for spring season
ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

All of the preparation from the last
five weeks will be displayed on the field
Saturday when the WKU football team
takes over Smith Stadium at 2 p.m. for
the annual Red and White spring game.
This year’s Red and White game is expected to draw one of the largest crowds
in recent memory, with the almost complete remodeling of the team.
Sophomore tight end Mitchell Henry
said the Toppers have heard the buzz
around campus and that students are
ready to see a new Topper football team.
“I think everybody’s excited to get out
there,” Henry said. “I’ve heard a lot of
people say that they’re coming and excited to see this new offense, new team
and see what they’re going see in the
fall.”
Henry, along with fellow tight end Tyler

Higbee, said the Toppers are looking to
put on a show Saturday.
The tight ends should see the ball
plenty of times in Saturday’s scrimmage.
This year’s squad features five tight ends
and brings depth to the receiving core
— Higbee is even transitioning from a
wide receiver to tight end role to help the
offense.
The Clearwater, Fl. native said the shift
was a challenge in the run game, but
the new offense allowed him to adapt
quickly.
“It’s a little hard getting in the run
game, but I’m transitioning pretty well,”
Higbee said. “I think it’s going pretty well,
especially since Petrino throws the ball a
little bit more. It helps me out with the
transition and makes it a little bit easier
for myself.”
Higbee said the past five weeks have
been a challenge for the whole team, but
SEE FOOTBALL PAGE 6

We may still be months from fight songs, sundresses, bad keg beer, Brent Musburger and the
opening chords of College Gameday’s Cominnnn’
To Your Citaayyy.
But throughout the past month, college football fans across America have gotten a taste of the
world’s greatest sport thanks to the annual ritual of
spring practice.
WKU’s session comes to an
end at 2 p.m. Saturday with the
Red-White Game at Smith Stadium.
In previous years, the school
has gone overboard in trying to
promote this annual scrimmage
— most notably in 2011, when
former athletics director Ross
Bjork led a campaign for 15,000
people to attend.
This year, there’s no need to
STEPHENS
manufacture hype because the
Columnist
school already created it in December by hiring Bobby Petrino.
The hire of Petrino and a big-name coaching staff
has done more to promote a good crowd for Saturday than any attendance campaign could.
That said, with the lackluster attitude that pervades WKU fans, especially the students, drawing
5,000 or so fans Saturday will be considered a pretty
good turnout.
Drawing less will just be another case of this fan
base’s ineptness when it comes to giving Topper
sports a good home crowd (see: any home basketball game other than MTSU this season and any
football crowd last fall after Homecoming).
Moving beyond the stands, there are plenty of
storylines to follow on the field. Here’s a few I’ll be
watching:
Quarterback audition
Brandon Doughty, James Mauro and Damarcus
Smith have the most to gain on the field Saturday.
The three quarterbacks entered an open competition at the start of the spring and so far it’s been
Doughty, the one who’s been here the longest, that’s
taken most of the first-team reps.
Smith has the most raw potential of the three, but
has struggled on routes under 10 yards. Mauro has
looked plain uncomfortable at times running Petrino’s
SEE REVIEW PAGE 7

Spring game to mirror regular season environment
LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Saturday’s spring game is
the final opportunity for Topper fans to come out and get
a glimpse of the team that will
take the field next season.
WKU has taken steps to ensure the atmosphere at the
game, which will kick off at
Smith Stadium at 2 p.m., is as
close to a regular season envi-

ronment as possible.
Parking near the stadium
will be free and tailgating will
be allowed at several areas
around campus.
Director of Athletics Communications Michael Schroeder said WKU is hoping the
chance for fans to come see
the Toppers compete for the
last time this spring will fill up
the stands.
“We’re really excited to be

able to provide basically a
regular season atmosphere at
the spring game on Saturday,”
he said. “Fans that come into
Houchens-Smith
Stadium
will notice basically everything is similar to what it is for
a regular season game — concessions will be sold including
beer, there will be promotions
when you enter the gate and
opportunities to win prizes.”
WKU has seen the number

of fans at this spring’s public
practices rise during the past
five weeks and could host
one of its biggest spring game
crowds in a long time Saturday.
Poor weather and night
games have hurt WKU’s
spring game attendance in
the past, though about 3,500
Topper fans showed up for
last season’s game.
Good weather — as of

Thursday, the forecast for Saturday afternoon looks to be
sunny and in the mid-60s —
and buzz around the program
under first-year coach Bobby
Petrino could bring out more
fans this time around.
Offensive coordinator Jeff
Brohm, also in his first year at
WKU, is preparing for his first
spring game with the program.
He said the team has worked
SEE TAILGATING PAGE 6

Track squads prepare for trip to Vanderbilt
JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Coming off a successful weekend at
home at last Saturday’s Hilltopper Relays, the WKU track and field squads
will head to Nashville this weekend
for the Vanderbilt Invitational.
“The majority of the team will be
competing in Nashville,” coach Erik
Jenkins said.
He said he decided to send a group
of top performers — senior Joseph
Chebet, junior David Mokone, junior
Elvyonn Bailey, junior Chris Chamness, sophomore Kamohelo Mangojeane, junior Marcus Winstead and
freshman Ja’Karyus Redwine — to the
Mt. SAC relays in Walnut, Cal.
“They will all be competing in one
open event (either the 100m, 200m
or 400m) and either the 4x100 or the
4x400-meter relays,” Jenkins said.
“The relays on the men’s side are put-

ting themselves in position to compete at the NCAA meet as well.”
The men’s runners are not the only
people worth keeping an eye on this
weekend.
“Jessica Ramsey and Satrina Olivera
both went out and put themselves
in position for the NCAA Regional
meet,” Jenkins said in regards to the
girls’ performances this past weekend
at the Hilltopper Relays.
The throws team on both the men’s
and women’s sides have been mounting a season for the record books under new throws coach Ashley MuffetDuncan, who joined the staff for the
beginning of the indoor season.
“We are on the right track to be
where we need to be at the end of the
season,” thrower Houston Croney,
the sole senior on the men’s throws
squad, said. “I don’t think we are
peaking at our best yet, but that we
SEE TRACK PAGE 6

Senior jumper Sharika Smith jumps at the Hilltoper Relays. The Toppers will be
competing in the Vanderbilt Relays this weekend. SETH FISCHER/HERALD

