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WKU students
could face
five percent
tuition hike

TAKING A

FINAL BOW

TAYLOR HARRISON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Tuition may increase by five percent,
about the same amount that it was
raised last year.
Ann Mead, vice president for finance
and administration, said this increase
would be $212 more a semester.
“What we’re waiting (on) is for the
Council on Post-secondary Education to tell us what our maximum rate
increase can be on tuition for resident
and undergraduate students,” she said.
“They will approve what’s called the
maximum parameter in April.”
Mead said WKU is working with the
five percent tuition model now, and
they do not want to raise it any more
than that because they are concerned
with affordability for students.
“We think a five percent increase is
probably the right number for the best
interests of the student and our ability
to pay our bills,” she said.
President Gary Ransdell said WKU
has fixed costs that go up each year, so
they have to find a way to pay for it, and
the 5-percent increase would about
equal the number a 5-percent increase
would bring.
One of the biggest increases in fixed
costs is money that has to go toward the
pension, or retirement system, Mead
said. There is an estimated increase of
about $850,000 for that system.
Another concern is the costs of online
journals, books and subscriptions for
the library — which Mead said keep going up. Mead said faculty promotions
are also a factor, as they come with salary raises, which occur every year.
Last year, WKU gave a 2-percent salary increase. This was paid for with one
time money, but WKU needs to find a
permanent source for this. The cost of
the increase was about $2.14 million.
Mead said salary increases are
SEE TUITION PAGE 2

Senior guard Jamal Crook stares at his opponents after a play during the WKU vs. ULM game at Diddle Arena on Feb. 21. Crook will play
the final home game of his four-year WKU career Saturday against MTSU. JABIN BOTSFORD/HERALD

Crook’s long career coming to an end
BRAD STEPHENS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

It wasn’t until Monday that Jamal Crook
began to realize his WKU basketball career is almost finished.
The senior point guard was driving
when he said the memories of his four
years as a Topper overwhelmed him to
the point he had to pull off to the side of
the road.
Crook will play his final home game
at Diddle Arena at 5:30 p.m. Saturday
against rival Middle Tennessee State. He
and guard Marcus Vasquez will be the
only two senior players honored by WKU
during pre-game Senior Day ceremonies.

“The last four years my life’s been based
on WKU,” Crook said, “Just knowing that
something like that is going to end sometime soon… you have relapses about
the good times and the bad times.” The
6-foot-3 Louisville native has had plenty
of both during his basketball career.”
Crook took a long route to become a
Topper. He played his early high school
career at Louisville Ballard High School,
playing for a 2006-07 team that finished
as state runners-up.
Before his senior year he transferred to
Durango High School in Las Vegas. Crook
said he and his father felt the school provided more visibility in his college recruitment.
SEE CROOK PAGE 2

Lower speed limit, more crosswalks
in store for Normal Drive after cede
CAMERON KOCH
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Conditions that may have contributed to a student being seriously injured while crossing Normal Drive
Tuesday night —poor lighting and
a speed limit of 25 mph — may be
remedied thanks to a new agreement
between WKU and the city of Bowling
Green.
The city of Bowling Green ceded
the road to WKU at the request of the
university on Feb. 19.
Bryan Russell, director of Design,
Planning and Construction, said
much needed safety improvements
to the street, such as more crosswalks,
better lighting and a lower speed lim-

it, couldn’t be accomplished while
owned by the city.
“Talks have been going about this
for several years, it’s just finally come
to fruition,” Russell said. “It’s just a
natural area that needed to get under
WKU management.”
Russell said pedestrian traffic
across the street is higher than ever as
students cross to attend class at Gary
Ransdell Hall.
Another new building, the recently
approved Honors College and International Center, will only further increase pedestrian traffic.
Starting this summer, the speed limit on Normal Drive will be reduced to
15 mph. Russell said new lighting will
SEE NORMAL PAGE 2
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CROOK

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Those college plans were put on hold
when Crook’s SAT scores required him
to go to a year of prep school at the allmale Bridgton Academy in Bridgton,
Maine.
“At the time when I was there, I really
didn’t like it,” Crook said of prep school.
“But when I look back on it, it was definitely a great experience for me.
“It helped me out a lot, especially preparing me for college outside of basketball — life itself, in the classrooms and
teaching me to be a better man — different things like that.”
Though he learned off-court discipline at Bridgton, he said nothing
could prepare him for the physical play
of Division I basketball he found when
he got to WKU in 2009-10.
“I can remember him walking in here
as a freshman about a buck fifty — a little immature,” said coach Ray Harper,
who was an assistant during Crook’s
first two and a half years at WKU.
Crook was thrown into the fire his first
season, playing 32 games and starting
18. He averaged 2.2 points and 1.6 assists per game his freshman year.
He handled primary point guard duties for much of his sophomore season,
upping his averages to 3.6 points and
assists apiece per game.
But it was last year, his junior campaign, that saw Crook really develop as
an all-around point guard.
He led WKU in scoring six times
during the 2011-12 season, including a 24-point, 9-of-10 shooting night
against South Alabama in a Feb. 4 win.

NORMAL

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
also be put into place over the summer to improve pedestrian safety.
Additional improvements, such as
more crosswalks, will be added at a
later date, Russell said.
It’s beneficial to the city as well,
said Mayor Bruce Wilkerson. WKU,
not Bowling Green, now must perform maintenance and upkeep of
the street, saving the city money, he
said.
Cana Herron, the student who was
struck by an oncoming car while
crossing the street on Tuesday night,
is currently at the Vanderbilt Medical Center where she is in stable

He also did something seven times last work ethic, just everything about him. I
season that he’d never done in his WKU think it’s why he was poised to have an
career — hit a 3-point shot.
all-conference type season.
“Growing up that’s all I did was drive
“I said when he went down he was
the ball,” Crook said. “It wasn’t that I the best point guard in the league. I’ll
couldn’t shoot (3-pointers), it’s just that stick by that today.”
I didn’t shoot them.
Crook’s transition back into the WKU
“My first three years was 4-on-5, ba- lineup took off slowly at first. He scored
sically. Guys would play defense on me double-digits just one time in his first
three steps behind the free throw line… four games back, getting 14 points in a
Now guys can’t really play off me too far Feb. 7 win over North Texas.
down because now they know I’m a caBut in the Toppers’ last three games
pable 3-point shooter, which helps out going into Thursday night he scored 18,
a lot. That way, now when guys push up 13 and 21 points apiece, leading WKU
on me, I can use
to a 2-1 record
my driving ability
over that stretch.
i want that to
to get past them
He also dished 16
and get guys open
carry over, and i assists between
shots and better
games.
want us to have theHisthreerole
shots.”
as
that momentum. WKU’s veteran
Ex p e c t a t i o n s
were high for
leader in his time
— Jamal Crook
Crook this season
back has been as
after coming off a
important as his
Senior point guard
year in which he
stats, freshman
helped the Topcenter Aleksejs
pers to a Sun Belt Conference Tourna- Rostov said.
ment title.
Crook has a reputation as a vocal,
Through 10 games Crook was putting emotional and social player on the
up his best stats at WKU, averaging 15.5 court — whether it be holstering imagipoints, 4.6 assists, 3.4 rebounds and 1.9 nary pistols after a made 3-pointer, mosteals per game.
tivating teammates in timeout huddles
But his final season was derailed Dec. or giving referees playful, ‘C’mon man’
16 when he broke his foot in a road loss looks after close calls go against him.
to Murray State. He didn’t play again
“(Crook’s) actually one of the best
until Jan. 31.
point guards I’ve played with so far,”
The Toppers were 8-2 going into the said Rostov, who averages 4.4 points
game in which Crook was injured. By per game. “He is a funny guy in the
the time he returned to the lineup, locker room and he is a serious guy
they’d stumbled to an 11-11 mark.
during practice and he’s the motor that
“From about the middle of July un- drives everybody.”
til today, he played at another level,”
Crook said his leadership responsibilHarper said Monday. “His attitude, his ities are a requirement for his position

“

condition.
Mandi Johnson, public information officer for WKUPD, said the
driver of the vehicle who hit Herron fully cooperated with police and
that there was no criminal intent.
Graves County junior Emily Embry
responded to the scene of the accident Tuesday night as she walked
to her car. The poor lighting on the
street may have contributed to the
accident and more street lamps
would go a long way in preventing
future accidents, she said.
“That’s a really bad spot,” Embry
said. “A lot of people, from my understanding, have almost been hit
there, I’ve almost been hit there
at night. During the day it isn’t a
problem, but at night it’s really dark
there.”

“
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CONTINUED FROM FRONT
important for retention and recruitment.
“If you don’t pay adequate salaries,
you’re going to have trouble filling
your positions,” she said. “You’re going to have trouble retaining your best
employees, so the president’s very
concerned about us being able, in this
budget process, to identify funds to be
able to have a salary increase next year.
I don’t know if it’ll be feasible.”
The biggest contractual obligation is
student financial assistance. When tuition goes up, the amount for scholarships does too.
“We do have some deficits right now
in our scholarships budget, especially
as it relates to… what we call statemandated waivers,” she said.
Mandated waivers are where the

on the floor.
“They say everything starts with your
point guard,” he said. “If things are going good, or even if things are going
bad, you know you’ve got a point guard
that’s always going to be there through
the good and the bad.”
Crook wants to continue playing that
point guard role in the pros once he
graduates. He said he and Harper will
work together after the season to get
ready for a pro career, whether it be in
the U.S. or overseas.
Once his playing days are over, Crook
said he wants to stay near the game
as a coach. Experiences growing up in
Louisville can help him relate to young
inner-city basketball players on and off
the court, he said.
“I think I’d be a good coach,” said
Crook, a recreation major. “I like working with little kids — outside of basketball also. I like to share my life experience.
“I see kids with the same situations I
had growing up and going through the
same experience and adversity. I just
want to talk to them.”
As for his college career, Crook is
guaranteed just two more games —
Saturday’s matchup with MTSU and at
least one Sun Belt Tournament game.
WKU is in a good position to play past
those two games, Crook said.
“Right now, these last couple of
games, we’ve really been playing well,”
he said. “I want that to carry over, and I
want us to have that momentum.
“We’ve been through tough times
before, especially with injuries. Everybody’s getting back 100 percent and I
want everyone to know it’s going to be
all right.”

General Assembly has said some people can enroll without paying tuition
— groups like state employees and
“war orphans,” which are dependents
of people who serve in the military.
Right now, the budget is over by about
$13,000 for these mandated waivers.
Mead said they have an action plan, a
six-year plan for what they want to accomplish strategically, that the board
approved last spring.
Ransdell said WKU needs to find a way
to pay for a modest salary increase they
would like to give, strategic commitments they made in the action plan and
$850,000 in things that they’re currently
covering with nonrecurring sources that
they’ll have to renew each year.
“The good news is the state cuts have
stopped,” he said. “The bad news is
there’s still no new funding from the
state because we’re in the second year
of a state biannual budget — two year
budget — that did not have any new
money for higher ed.”

Crime reports
Arrests
• Police arrested freshman Justyn
Bean, McCormack Hall, on a Warren
County Bench warrant for failure to
appear at court on Feb. 26.
Reports
• Bowling Green freshman Wyatt
Bentley reported his items stolen from

his locker at the Preston Center on Feb.
27. The estimated value of the stolen
items is $253.
• Sophomore Lonnie Turner, BarnesCampbell Hall, reported several items
stolen from his dorm room while he
was away on Feb. 25. The estimated
value of the stolen items is $1,800.

Correction
Due to a Herald error,
Keyana Boka’s title was
incorrectly identified as
administrative vice president of the Student Government Association on
Page 3 of Tuesday’s issue.
She was also misquoted
as saying, “I have a very
neutral stand, because

I’m more interested in
seeing how it turns out
and the consensus that
the senate reaches.”
Her title should have
read executive vice
president of SGA and
the word “stand” should
have been “stance” in
the quote. The Herald

regrets the error.
The College Heights
Herald corrects all confirmed errors that are
brought to reporters’ or
editors’ attention. Please
call 745-6011 or 7455044 to report a correction, or email us at editor@wkuherald.com.
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New Board of Regents appointee remains
an active participant in WKU community
The new member of the Board of Regents appointed by Gov. Steve Beshear
on Monday has been a part of the WKU
community for quite some time.
Glasgow physician Phillip Bale will
replace Rob Wilkey, who moved to
Florida and is unable to fulfill board
duties. Bale’s first Regents meeting will
be April 26. Bale said he believes he will
finish out Wilkey’s term, which expires
on June 30, 2015.
Bale said he looks forward to interacting with the WKU community.
“The stimulating atmosphere of a
university, from an intellectual standpoint, is exciting to me,” he said.
He said he cares about education
and as a physician spent a lot of time
in school. He also served on his local school board for 12 years, eight as
chairman.

“It’s at a time in my life where be- university population first and foreing able to serve on a university board most, but also enjoyed working with
feels right and I think my past experi- the administration, faculty and stuence will position me to hopefully have dents.
something to contribute to it,” he said.
“After you serve for 13 years, you de“But educavelop a lot of
tion really has
good, solid
After you serve for
been central
friendships,”
13 years, you develop
to my life, all
she said.
my life.”
Kristen left
a lot of good, solid
Bale’s wife,
the board affriendships.
Kristen, previter
serving
ously served
two
terms,
— Kristen Bale
on the Board
as that is the
Former Board of Regents member
of Regents for
most some13 years, and
one can serve
served as chair of the board from 2000- consecutively. While she said this is a
2002. She said she was excited about good system, she was sad to go.
her husband’s appointment.
Kristen and Phillip did not attend
“I was thrilled,” she said. “That will WKU, but they have a son who atreconnect us with the Western com- tended as an undergraduate and anmunity, whom we both enjoy, and it’s other one who got his Master’s degree
another way to give back to our com- at WKU.
munity and the Western community.”
“We’ve written a few tuition checks, in
Kristen said she enjoyed serving the other words,” he said.

“

NEWS BRIEF: EXHIBIT WILL FEATURE
PROFESSIONALS AND AMATEURS

US Bank is holding their Celebration
of the Arts exhibit at WKU’s Kentucky
Museum.
The open art exhibition runs from
March 2 to April 6. The regional competition is open to all Kentucky residents,
age 18 and over, within a 65-mile radius
of Bowling Green.
Artists who submit works are divided
into two categories: professional and
amateur.
Donna Parker, exhibits curator, said
professionals are those who have received some sort of training, while amateurs are those who do it as a hobby.
“We’ve had amateurs who began entering the show that are now professionals,” she said.
Two works may be chosen by the artist for submission, under any of the
seven categories. Painting, watercolor,
works on paper, fiber arts, ceramics
and glass, sculpture and photography
will all be featured at the exhibit.
“We’re going to have about 365 pieces,

and about 180 artists,” she said.
Prizes will be given to both professional and amateur artists who win first
through third place within each category.
Artists also have the choice to put
their work up for sale, and a fourth of all
commission goes to the Kentucky Museum and the WKU art department.
“We split the money between the department and the Kentucky Museum,
and our portion goes back to help with
the show and their portion goes to the
scholarship office,” she said.
Brent Oglesbee, head of the art department, said the scholarships go to
graduating seniors.
“We pick out a couple of seniors who
are graduating and give them these
scholarships to kind of say ‘nice job,’”
he said.
The opening reception and awards
ceremony will take place on Friday,
from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
- Jacob Parker

“

TAYLOR HARRISON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Growing up in Elizabethtown, Phillip said he knew a lot of people that
attended WKU, and living in Glasgow,
WKU is a big part of the community.
“Western is the closest major university to us that has a significant presence
in Glasgow and is extremely important
to our community, where we’ve lived
the last 34 years,” he said. Phillip said
he put his name in the hat for the position several years ago, but he had to
wait until there was an opening and
the governor had to choose from the
three candidates a panel recommends
to him.
President Gary Ransdell has known
Phillip for quite some time, and is
pleased with his appointment. He said
Phillip and Kristen are active in the
WKU community, having donated to
WKU and often attended events.
“He knows the university, he’s bright,
he’s interested,” Ransdell said. “He’ll be
a superb board member.”

Emslie cancels bi-term
proposal, making no
plans to bring it back
SARAH STUKENBORG
& TAYLOR HARRISON

feedback regarding the bi-term proposal.
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Mac McKerral, journalism and
broadcasting professor and chair of
Provost Gordon Emslie cancelled the senate, said the bi-term proposal
his proposal for an emphasis on created a lot of healthy discussion
bi-term instruction at WKU at the about ways in which WKU faculty
University Senate meeting on Feb. could handle academic scheduling.
21 and ensured he has no plans to
“I think for the time being, the facpropose it again.
ulty seems to be satisfied with hav“I elected not to proceed with the ing the option to use bi-terms if they
emphasis on bi-term proposal in re- want to,” McKerral said.
sponse to input I received from stuCory Dodds, president of the Students and faculty,” Emslie said.
dent Government Association, said
In his speech, Emslie said he appre- he believes the revocation of the biciated the opportunity to discuss the
term proposal is in the best
possibility of WKU moving
interest of the student body.
to an increased emphasis
“I strongly opposed it,”
on bi-terms through a seDodds said.
ries of college forums.
The SGA and senate both
“It is clear from these dispreviously passed legislacussions, and from other
tion against this change to a
input I have received, that
bi-term focus.
an overwhelming majority
Emslie said that despite
of faculty and students do
the outcome of the bi-term
not support a deliberate,
proposal, he encourages
systemic move toward an
faculty to “explore teaching
increased emphasis on bicourses in bi-term mode
EMSLIE
term instruction at WKU,”
during fall and spring seProvost
he said in the speech.
mesters.”
According to Emslie, a ma“Indeed, several units have
jority of students and faculty who
indicated
that they do plan to exdid not support the proposal felt
plore
the
enhanced
use of this althat it could have a negative imready
available
accelerated-learning
pact on student enrollment, cause
more stress and create complicated mode,” he said.
Because of the growing level of
scheduling logistics.
Students would also have less time participation in summer and winto write and prepare meaningful as- ter courses, Emslie pointed out that
signments and absences would have enhancing these additional learning
opportunities could be beneficial.
a greater impact.
He ended his speech by saying he
Emslie also said in his speech that
because of these considerations, is appreciative that his request in
WKU will continue to offer primar- early fall that campus give his idea a
ily courses in the semester-based “fair shake” was honored.
“I would like to thank you all for
format.
The idea for the proposal devel- giving the bi-term concept such fair
oped around January 2012, and and thoughtful consideration, and
Emslie brought the proposal to the I look forward to a similar level of
Senate Executive Committee in July. campus engagement in future iniEmslie also held forums to get tiatives,” he said.
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Opinion
COMMENTARY

Tops &
Bottoms

SGA student senate
rejects accountability
On Tuesday, Feb. 26, the Stu- 2011, 11 SGA members received
dent Senate of the Student SGA-sponsored scholarships/
Government Association was grants. We, as student leaders,
presented with a number of believe that this constitutes a
amendments to the
breach of student trust
SGA Constitution and
and a conflict of interBylaws. These amendest. The amendment
ments sought to make
barring currently-servchanges that would
ing SGA members was
allow the SGA to betproposed to remedy
ter represent the stuthis problem and endent body of Western
sure that the best inKentucky University.
terests of the student
These amendments
body are constantly
included an SGA polbeing represented.
DODDS
icy that would make
Some student senaany currently-serving SGA president tors chose to place
members of SGA inelitheir own interests
gible for SGA-sponsored
above that of the student
scholarships or grants.
body.
The Student Senate rejected
As a student of WKU, you dethis particular amendment. serve the best student represenSince the spring semester of tation. As we continue to per-

suade the Student Senate to pass
a rule stating that SGA members
are ineligible for SGA-sponsored
scholarships/grants, we encourage you to make your opinion
known in the upcoming Student
Government election.
We, the undersigned, are committed to ensuring that the Student Government Association
shares this vision of student representation — honest and free
from undue influence. We will
continue to press this issue.

TOPS to the
forensics team
doing well.

TOPS to Jamal
Crook’s great
basketball career.

Respectfully submitted,
Cory Dodds, Student Body President
Travis Taylor, SGA Chief of Staff
Brittany Crowley, SGA Director
of Academic and Student Affairs
Drew Mitchell, SGA Director of
Public Relations
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VOICE YOUR OPINION
Opinion 270.745.4874
monica.spees119@
topper.w.ku.edu

The Herald encourages
readers to write letters and
commentaries on topics of
public interest. Here are a few
guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed
250 words. Commentaries
should be about 500 words
and include a picture.
2. Originality counts. Please
don't submit plagiarized
work.

BOTTOMS
to
students thinking the team is
preparing
for
“CSI.”

BOTTOMS to
trying to fill his
shoes.

3. For verification, letters and
commentaries MUST include
your name, phone number,
home town and classification
or title.
4. Letters may not run in every
edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the
right to edit all letters for style,
grammar, length and clarity.
The Herald does NOT print
libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be
received by 7 p.m. on Sunday
and Wednesday.

DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reflect those of Western Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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Across
1 Money under a mattress,
e.g.

CLASSIFIEDS
Classified Sales Manager: Ashley Edwards
Classified Design Manager: Julia Hartz

HELP WANTED

6 Poses a question
10 Hired rides
14 Singer Lena
15 Apt name for a
windstorm?
16 Hollywood celeb

Retail Sales
Retail selling experience required, must enjoy
working with customers one on one. Working
weekends required. Hourly wage plus commissions.
Email resume to
jlankheet@poolandspadepot.com
Call Pool & Spa Depot at
270-782-1119 or stop by the store at 1830 Wallace
Court, Bowling Green, KY

MISCELLANEOUS
Lose 10 pounds the first week.
Call (270) 535-5183

17 Cyclone center
20 Spotted
21 Pitcher's mistake
22 Feral no more
23 Adds highlights
at the salon
25 Sources of storage
chest wood
26 Roy Orbison hit
featured
in a Gere/Roberts film
31 By surface area,
second-largest Great Lake
32 Rent-a-car choice
33 Apply daintily

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use
caution when answering ads, especially when asked to send money
or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not
responsible for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

GO
TOPS!
Be sure to
watch WKU vs.
Middle Tennessee this
Saturday at 5:30PM!

36 Ladder rung
37 Taj __
39 Gospel singer Winans

62 Hindu guru

10 Large, noisy insect

39 Reliable moneymakers

40 Needing no Rx

63 Loch of legend

11 Starters of the first race?

41 Téa of "Tower Heist"

41 Late-night Jay

64 "By Jove!"

12 Silly mistake

42 Scribble (down)

42 Coffees, in slang

65 Extremely pale

13 Winter coasters

43 Exerciser's motto

Down

18 Help illegally

44 Postal purchases
45 Drink named for a

47 Shipping container

1 Her, subjectively

19 List components

Scottish hero

49 Inaugural pledge

2 Hot Wheels and

24 Japanese money

46 Like some nighties

50 Sarandon of

hula hoops

25 Spiral shape

47 Channel for political types

"Thelma & Louise"

3 Region

26 Too-too

48 Psychic glows

51 Channel for business

4 Flower that usually blooms

27 Sci-fi's Jabba the __

51 Forensics team members:

types

in winter

28 Forerunners

Abbr.

53 Magna __ laude

5 Playboy founder,

29 Search engine name

52 The Big Easy acronym

56 Debtors' documents

for short

30 Appalachian state: Abbr.

54 The Beehive State

suggested

6 Thunderstruck

34 Berry in modern diet

55 Kid's enthusiastic "I do!"

by the sequence of the

7 Bellow in a library?

supplements

57 Compete in a slalom

first words of 17-,

8 Spock's captain

35 Oscar category word

58 Clandestine govt. org.

26- and 43-Across

9 Photog's

37 Chow __

59 Admission in a confes-

60 50-and-over org.

camera choice

38 Picnic pest

sional

61 1,000 meters, briefly
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Local blacksmith creates and teaches
AMY DASSOW
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

In the back corner of a cluttered shop on the outskirts
of Bowling Green, Charles Hurst swings his hammer
and sparks fly off the red-hot metal he is shaping into
a knife blade.
He is well suited for the strenuous job, as his capable
hands easily bend the metal to his will.
His small shop is full of tools and bits of metal, and
in one corner sits two propane
forges, which are able to heat WKU
to
from
up to 2,000 degrees, and his anvil, which is a hefty 250 pounds
Each Friday, the College
and over 100 years old.
Heights Herald brings you
a story inspired by a letter
Hurst said he comes from
of the alphabet.
a legacy of blacksmiths and
woodworkers; both his great-grandfather and grandfather worked with metal.
“I had understood that it was part of the heritage, part
of the family,” Hurst said. “There was always someone
around that was a blacksmith.”
He said he started blacksmithing by making his own
tools.
“There’s just something...romantic about making
your own tools,” he says, as he provided a small double-handed saw for inspection.
Charles uses local wood, such as walnut, cocobolo
wood or rosewood to finish off his products, and he
gets much of it from the local Mennonite community
in Scottsville, where they have a sawmill.
He found that it was both cheaper and more fulfilling
to make his own tools, explaining that “it was more of
a necessity and a curiosity that started the blacksmithing...and then I found out that I liked making tools better than using them.”
Hurst has been passing on his knowledge and experience to Cameron Lewis, currently a freshman in high
school, who became interested in blacksmithing by
reading books, in particular the book “The Lost Hero,”
by Rick Riordan, which features the character Hephaestus, the Greek god of the forge.
Lewis, son of WKU photographer Clinton Lewis, just
made his first knife blade. He hopes to eventually sell
the things that he makes. Lewis said he plans to continue learning as much as he can about blacksmithing,
and that one of the most important rules while working
near a forge is to “treat everything as if it were hot.”
While there is not a huge woodworking or metalsmithing community in Bowling Green, there are still
artists in town who sculpt or weld.
Chris Radus is a maintenance technician with WKU
Facilities Management and a friend of Hurst — and a
fellow blacksmith. He currently has two pieces on show
at the Kentucky Museum for the US Bank Celebration
of the Arts.
Radus began blacksmithing at a young age with a
coal fireplace in his basement, and began by making
knives. He has since moved on to more sculptural and
decorative pieces.
“I do a lot of art now,” he said. “A lot of welding and
found art.”
He also does commissioned pieces and several sculptures and three-dimensional pieces.
“I’ve made probably four or five bottle trees...windvanes, bird-baths,” he said.
He has a version of Picasso’s “Guernica” made out of
sheet metal in his own front yard.
As far as advice for people who are interested in the
craft of blacksmithing or woodworking, he urges them
to “just do it.”
Radus said he doesn’t have any formal art training,
but that didn’t stop him.
"You can't have a sense of your own limitations," he
said. "Don't tell me you can't do it if you've never tried."

AZ

Charles Hurst, owner of Lick Skillet Lab, inspects a hinge that he’s making for his new blacksmithing shed.
Currently, he works out of his garage but is building a new space to allow him more room to work. Hurst has
been blacksmithing for the past 10 years after he decided to make his own wood-working tools. BRITTANY
SOWACKE/HERALD

After pulling Damascus steel from the forge, Charles Hurst prepares to hammer the metal together. Hurst works mostly
with Damascus steel, traditionally used for Middle Eastern swordmaking, which has a distinctive pattern because of the
combination of two different types of steel molded together. Hurst has been fascinated by blacksmithing his whole life
and now hammers on an anvil that he saw every morning on his bus ride to school as a kid and bought from his neighbor.

BRITTANY SOWACKE/HERALD

Battle
of the
Greeks
Mount Washington junior Robert Lucas
(left) of Phi Gamma Delta trains with a
friend, Evansville senior Tyler Wittmer of
Fiji. Lucas and Wittmer have been training
for Fight Night for more than a month
and said losing the weight has been the
biggest obstacle. Over the past month,
both Lucas and Wittmer have lost 15
pounds. The second night of fight night is
tonight at the Blue Dome. Matches start
at 6:30. KATIE MCLEAN/HERALD
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Johnson addresses leadership crisis in black
community during lecture to WKU students
QUICHE MATCHEN
& CHRISTIAN MARNON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Leadership is important to
the award-winning journalist, author and motivational
speaker who came to WKU this
week to discuss issues in the
black community.
Jeff Johnson interacted with
the audience, coming off of the
stage in the Downing University Center auditorium, as he got
right to the point of his lecture
on Tuesday night.
“What we’re going to talk
about this evening is this
whole notion of leadership and
what leadership is,” he said.
“And through the lenses of African American communities
with this being Black History
Month. I believe that we’re in a
leadership crisis.”
Johnson believes leadership
consists of three main institutions in the community — the
black church, black electorate
and civil and social organizations.
“There have been three fundamental institutions within
the African American community that traditionally have
been there to help develop
leadership and those institutions in the last few decades
have been dysfunctional to totally and completely inept,” he
said.

He said the problem with
the modern day church is that
they won’t talk about poverty,
education, politics or electoral
engagement.
“They’ll only talk from this
interesting superficial, spiritual narrative,” he said. “In
many cases, it is disconnected
from the very foundation of the
black Christian church.”
As far as education, Johnson discussed black retention
and graduation rates, and how
to use resources to solve the
problem with it.
“You can’t bankrupt your university in the name of a good
idea,” he said. “It is important
to shift existing resources rather than allocating new ones.”
Johnson also talked about the
black community during the
election.
“The very people that are suffering the most from the issues
that are affecting the community stay home because they
just elected a black president,
so who needs to vote in a local
election?” he said.
Johnson encouraged students to start political action
committees.
“One person just has to represent to be able to share with a
broader group what the issues
are and what they need to do to
respond to them,” he said.
While he talked about changes that need to be made, one
student wished he had said

Keynote speaker Jeff Johnson delivers WKU's 2013 Black History Month Address in DUC Auditorium
Tuesday night. The event was put on by WKU's Black History Celebration & Cultural Preservation
Committee. CASSIDY JOHNSON/HERALD
more about how to make
change happen.
Manhattan, N.Y., freshman
Eddie Alcantara felt that Johnson delivered a strong speech,
but failed to get into the nuts
and bolts of real issues.
“He did a great job of providing us with a broad view of
what’s going on, but it would
have helped if he told us how to
change the problems,” he said.

Lynne Holland, a faculty
member in African American
Studies, said the purpose of
Johnson’s address wasn’t to answer those questions.
“He presented people with
the change, but it’s up to us
here at WKU to carry his message on to the next step,” she
said.
Johnson also said it's up to
students to do their part.

“I don’t live here; you do,” he
said to the audience.
Johnson said most social and
civil organizations exist for
their own sake, as opposed to
the reason they were created in
the first place.
“They fail to understand that
if you don’t fund your own
movement, it ain’t going to
happen,” he said.

SGA passes resolution
to amend its constitution
SARAH STUKENBORG
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Student Government Association passed a resolution on adopting amendments to the constitution and bylaws, with the exception
of a bylaw that would have made
SGA members ineligible for SGAsponsored scholarships at Tuesday
night’s meeting.
Cain Alvey, administrative vice
president, said SGA executives have
been discussing changes to the constitution for two to three years now.
“We just thought that now would
be the best time to do it,” Alvey said.
After SGA executives went
through the constitution one article
and bylaw at a time, they decided
what would be most constructive
to change. The changes were first
introduced to the senate on Feb. 19.
Alvey personally likes the amendment that allows for representation
from the regional campuses, such
as Glasgow and Owensboro.
“Because of this amendment,
students from all the regional campuses will have some kind of guaranteed representation in SGA,” he
said.
Currently, SGA senate members
represent their class, whether it be
freshman, sophomore, junior or senior. With the recent changes, SGA
senators will now represent each
college.
“So we will have a Potter College
representative rather than a sophomore class rep,” Alvey said.
Among the changes proposed
was a bylaw that would indefinitely
revoke SGA members’ eligibility to
compete for SGA-sponsored scholarships.

Alvey explained that he has a neutral stance on this bylaw.
“I can see both sides of the argument,” Alvey said.
He said one side of the argument
involves a conflict of interest, with
SGA members being eligible for
grants and scholarships sponsored
by their own organization.
The other side of the argument is
that senators are students as well,
and they should be eligible just like
any other WKU student.
Christopher Costa, speaker of
the senate, said that as speaker, he
has to remain neutral and couldn’t
give an opinion about the changes
made.
But he said he thinks it was clear
how the students felt about the section they didn’t pass regarding eligibility for scholarships.
“I think it was made clear from the
students who objected to it that they
felt it would…unduly burden SGA
members,” he said. “I think it was
also mentioned by a senator that it
would discourage people from running for senate seats. So those were
a couple of reasons given.”
Keyana Boka, executive vice president, said she feels that the senators
didn’t agree with the bylaw because
of the fact that once passed, it would
be unchangeable.
If it had passed, it would have
been the only article that could not
be suspended, Boka said.
“It was so very permanent, so I
think that added to the opposition,”
Boka said.
Boka also said she agrees with the
changes that were passed.
“It made the constitution more efficient,” Boka said.

“

because of this
amendment, students
from all the regional
campuses will have some
kind of guaranteed
representation in SGA.

“

— Cain Alvey
SGA administrative VP

WKUHERALD.com
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Forensics team wins Kentucky
tournament for 23rd consecutive time
CHRISTIAN MARNON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

The WKU Forensics Team
won the Kentucky Forensic
Association State Tournament
this year — for the 23rd consecutive time.
Jace Lux, Director of the Forensics Team, said the forensics they practice are often
confused with the forensics of
crime-drama television series
like CSI, but the team actually
participates in speech and debate.
“We do competitive collegiate speech and debate, dramatic interpretation of literature, extemporaneous delivery
and some limited preparation
and impromptu speaking,” he
said.
The KFAST was hosted at
Transylvania University this

year, where WKU competed
against eight schools across
the Commonwealth.
The Forensics Team was
triple-crowned overall team
sweepstakes grand champion,
large school debate sweepstakes state champion and
large school individual events
sweepstakes state champion.
Lux said that competitions
are divided into individual
events.
“Forensics tournaments are
reminiscent of an NBA skills
challenge where one player
will compete in the dunk contest, and another in the 3-point
contest,” he said. “In each of
the individual events, students
can win a championship, his
or her points accumulate and
then you add all those points
together to gauge your school’s

overall success in the competition.”
At KFAST, the Forensics Team
earned 12 individual state
championships.
Minneapolis junior Lindsey
White, a member of the Forensics Team, said success never
comes easy.
“We have 29 tournaments
just this year, so it’s difficult to
balance traveling to competitions three weekends in a row
while staying on top of schoolwork,” she said. “It can also be
very difficult for your esteem
when 15 to 20 judges are tearing apart your performance
style, but I wouldn’t be who I
was without that criticism.”
White said she has been engaging in forensics since her
freshman year in high school,
and during that time, WKU

was always a reality.
“Even in Minnesota, I knew
about WKU forensics all four
years of high school,” she said.
Floyds Knobs, Ind. freshman
Paige Settles, also a member,
said anyone involved in forensics knows about the program
at WKU.
“People know Western is the
best,” she said.
Two national tournaments
are on the horizon for the forensics team as well. The first,
which will be held in April, is
the American Forensic Association National Tournament,
and the second is National
Forensic Association Tournament held two weeks later.
Lux said National Tournaments involve about 100
schools, and the Forensics
Team has won eight national

titles, more in the last decade
than any school in the country.
Dawn Lowry, director of Individual Events for the Forensics Team, said it is difficult to
prepare for competitions, as
judges grade subjectively, and
are often inconsistent in their
grading analysis.
“However, I’m always confident in my kids and team, and
we do our best to make the administration and our community proud,” she said.
Lux said he feels good about
nationals, but isn’t jumping to
conclusions just yet.
“At this point, I don’t know
what our students could do to
better prepare themselves,” he
said. “You can never guarantee a victory, but anyone who
beats us is going to have to
work very, very hard to do so.”

Lecture series gives closer look into Cuban-American relations
AMY DASSOW
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

The department of modern languages is currently hosting a series of lectures and presentations on Cuba called
“Tracing the Unexplored: A Vivid Journey through Cuba.”
This lecture series is in its sixth year
at WKU, and Sonia Lenk of the modern languages department said she
is pleased to usher in Cuba as a main
topic of discussion.
Lenk believes that Latinos and Hispanics within the United States are
seen as an “invisible people”: they
come to America and become part of
society, raising children and working
jobs, but are under-recognized as a minority.

Her hope is that a renewed emphasis
and look at the stories and lives of people from Hispanic and Latin American
areas of the world will help call attention to the lives of such people living
and working in America today.
Recently, WKU hosted film director
and producer Catherine Murphy, who
presented her film “La Maestra: The
Cuban Literacy Campaign through the
Eyes of a Teacher” on Feb. 25 in Gary
Ransdell Hall.
Murphy first went to Cuba in 1992,
and “became fascinated with the stories of people who stayed in Cuba after
1959.”
Murphy’s documentary focuses on
the stories of eight women who participated in the national campaign for
literacy in 1961 in Cuba.

The campaign called for volunteer
teachers to go into both rural and urban areas, and teach people how to
read and write. Over the course of one
year, Murphy said around 700,000 people reached a first grade level of literacy.
“This is a huge story in the history of
the Americas that people know very
little about,” Murphy said.
A quarter of a million people had left
Cuba during 1959-1962, the first years
after the Cuban Revolution, when Fidel
Castro came to power.
“It really is one of the global conflicts
of the day, and I think it’s really important for people in the U.S. to learn a
little bit from the Cubans living on the
island,” Murphy said. “How can we begin to work towards a solution towards
this 50-year standoff?”

WKU assistant professor Walker Rutledge recently led a group of students
to Cuba during Winter Term. Sarah Fox,
a history and music major, attended
the film showing and went on the trip.
She said that the most interesting thing
she noticed about the relationship between Cuba and America was “not the
differences but the similarities.”
“We are not Americans and they are
Cubans, we are just people with hopes
and dreams,” the sophomore from
Russellville said. “And that was just a
breakthrough for me.”
The Cuba lecture series will conclude
on March 5. For more information,
contact Sonia Lenk at sonia.lenk@wku.
edu. To learn more about Murphy’s
documentary, go to www.maestrathefilm.org.

NEWS BRIEF: FILM PRODUCTION CLUB
TO PRODUCE POST-APOCALYPTIC FILM

Shooting dates have
been set for a WKU Film
Production Club work
focusing on two characters caught in a dire situation.
The club expects to begin filming in late March,
and eventually, present it
at WKU’s Film Festival in
April.
“It involves a vampire,
two guys and a bullet,”
said Louisville sophomore Michael Shannon,
who is serving as an editor and prop manager for
the film.
The “two guys” Shannon mentioned are
trapped in a situation
where they must decide
who will eventually be
able to leave for the outside world.
The film’s title is “Bullet,” and it is based in a
post-apocalyptic world
— a fascination for many
in the club.
“I’ve always been a

fan of post-apocalypse,”
Shannon said.
For the film’s writer,
Maysville junior Cameron Carpenter, the project
is a chance for his writing
to actually be put into
production.
The writing on which
the screenplay is based
is not a new one for Carpenter. He wrote the
original short story that
provided the base for the
film’s script in middle
school.
“I’ve always had an admiration for the spooky
and vampires,” he said.

The plot has also
evolved from its short
story origins since Carpenter found the old story and reworked it into a
screenplay.
“Now it’s much more
about the relationship
between the characters,”
he said. “When I originally wrote it, it was about
the horror element of the
unknown outside and
being afraid of vampires
and things, and then I
really wanted to go back
and develop it.”
- Mitchell Grogg

1035 Chestnut Street Bowling Green 270.393.1800

SELONIOUS
FUSION

@ 7pm

KENTON
BRYANT
LIVE
@ 7pm

facebook.com/MellowMushroomBG

WALKING
DEAD
VIEWING

TEEN
JAM

TEAM
TRIVIA

PINT JAZZ JAM
NIGHT KENNY LEE

(open mic)

Starts at 7pm

Starts at 6pm

Drink specials
to raise the
DEAD!
8pm

Every
2nd and 4th
Monday of
the month

Every Tuesday

-CLOSE
M
P
9
R
U
O
H
Y
P
P
A
H
SU N DAY-THU R SDAY

Free glass!
while supplies last

AND
FRIENDS
6 - 8:30pm
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‘Dredd’ brings something new to the table

BEN CONNIFF

ody, “Dredd” earns a “pass” in
my field test.
Once the plot got going, “Dredd” reminded me
very much of “The Raid: Redemption”, an Indonesian film
that happens to be one of the
best action movies I’ve ever
seen.
Both involve a team of elite
law enforcement officials
who fight their way up a highrise to bring an entire drug
cartel to justice. What sets
“Dredd” apart, however, is its
use of revolutionary 3-D technology to deliver eye-popping,
slow-motion special effects.
It’s cringe-inducing, yet
downright awesome to see
how the human body is affected when standing next to
an explosion or to watch bul-

DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

Just when you thought the superhero onslaught of 2012 was
over, along comes “Dredd,” an
adaptation of the British comic
book and remake of the 1995
Sylvester Stallone film “Judge
Dredd.”
This hyper-stylized adaptation sees Judge Dredd (Karl
Urban) paired with a rookie
who has telekinetic abilities
(Olivia Thirlby) as they take
on a deadly gang responsible
for producing hallucinogenic
drugs.
With dazzling 3-D special effects, a brooding performance
from Karl Urban, and a script
that delivers both hard-hitting
action and humorous self-par-

lets sail through a perp’s face.
In contrast, the effect creates
a surreal experience whenever
there’s a sequence involving
broken glass or water.
What’s also great is that the
hyper-slow-motion technology is used every time that a
character is under the effects
of the film’s aptly-named drug
“Slo-Mo”, so it actually serves a
purpose within the story and
isn't used as some cheesy, 3-D
gimmick. These sequences are
so cool that it’s worth the price
of a rental just to marvel at
them.
I also really enjoyed Karl
Urban's
performance
as
Judge Dredd. The “Star
Trek” and “Lord of the
Rings” actor hasn’t always
been the top choice for lead-

ing man, but he’s so perfectly
brooding in “Dredd” that he
deserves attention from any
future franchises in need of a
star.
Urban dispenses justice and
delivers cheesy lines at the
same time, which is another
part of why this movie is so
much fun. Think of him as a
futuristic Dirty Harry. Olivia
Thirlby (“Being Flynn”) also
makes a nice turn as the psychic rookie, Cassandra Anderson. She’s a refreshing, cerebral
counterbalance that keeps Urban’s gung-ho hero in check
and adds some substance to
all the style.
Speaking of cheesy lines,
props also go to scribe Alex
Garland (“28 Days Later”) for
a screenplay that’s true to its

‘The Pirates of Penzance’ returns
to Van Meter Hall after 15 years
KRISTINA BURTON
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

A family-friendly adventure
will be hitting the high seas on
the Van Meter stage this weekend.
“The Pirates of Penzance”
is returning to Van Meter Hall
March 1-3 for the first time
since 1998 when it was last performed there. It was one of the
last full shows to be performed
there before its renovation.
The show’s director, Bill Leonard, also directed the show in
1998. He, along with the set
builder, are the only staff that
worked on both productions.
“This time around we have a
different cast with a variety of
talent,” the part-time WKU faculty member said. “The show
really plays to the strengths of
the actors.”
Leonard also said the actors
really make the show their own.
“There’s a memory of the
past show, but they don’t worry
about it when performing this
one,” Leonard said. “It has a dif-

ferent look and involvement.”
Leonard said he’d even spoken with some people who saw
the show in 1998, and are excited to see it again.
Bowling Green senior Will
Pope plays the Pirate King, and
is excited to perform the show
for an audience.
“It’s an opera, so there are no
mics,” Pope said. “I’m excited
to fill the space with just my
voice.”
Nashville junior Madeline
Thomas plays Isabel, and is one
of the Major General’s daughters, said it’s rewarding and interesting to exercise the operatic parts of her voice, which she
doesn’t get many opportunities
to do.
“In musical theatre, an accompanist follows you,” Thomas said. “In opera, you’re a servant of the conductor and must
follow them. Everything you do
is directed off that one person.”
Thomas also added that wearing a corset while singing opera
has its challenges, too.
“Having to sing opera, act,
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wear a corset and breathe has
been very challenging, but good
for me,” Thomas said. “And very
hilarious.”
Pope said he hopes for Van
Meter Auditorium to be full for
the show, which will be his last
as a WKU student.
“The show’s a lot of fun,” Pope
said. “You’ll be really entertained with voices of the show.
Also, after you watch the show,
you won’t want to be born on a
leap year.”
Thomas said that the show’s
plot, humor and culture attract
a wide array of people.
“There are damsels in distress, humor, swords, pirates
capturing ladies, love and mystery,” Thomas said. “Lots of
people of all ages are excited
about it.”
Performance times are 8 p.m.
March 1 and 2 and 3 p.m. on
March 3. Admission is $18 for
adults and $15 for students. To
purchase tickets in advance, go
online to wku.showare.com or
call the box office at 270 7453121.

source material, but also has a
subtle sense of humor.
I believe elements like a
script that doesn’t take itself
too seriously are necessary
in blockbuster films as ridiculous as this. It keeps the
plot grounded and allows the
characters to be consistently
engaging. That’s certainly the
case in “Dredd”.
In the end, “Dredd” is a
comic adaptation that comes
off as a more stylized and implausible version of “The Raid:
Redemption.” But for its mindblowing use of 3-D slow-motion technology, strong acting
performances, and sharp writing, I’d recommend this film
to anyone looking for a bloody
good diversion. Rent it today at
Redbox.

TRACK
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
blowout fashion, with a dominate victory in the 5,000 meters. He finished over 16 seconds ahead of second place.
Junior Elvyonn Bailey secured the 400-meter dash title in
his first conference championship meet, dashing his way
to the fourth-fastest time in school history at 47.44 seconds.
Jenkins said he was impressed with the way Bailey competed against strong competition.
“Elvyonn Bailey won an event that was very highly-contested, with NCAA top-10 caliber guys in the race,” Jenkins
said.
Sophomore Travis Gerding capped off his attentiongrabbing indoor season with a personal-record weight
throw of 61-feet-9 ¾ inches — good enough for runnerup and all-SBC honors. Senior Houston Croney notched
third-place in the event.
Sophomore Cyrus Johnson grabbed three all-SBC honors on the weekend, finishing third in the high jump, triple
jump and 55-meter hurdles.
“I was very fortunate to be able to compete so well in the
events that I did,” Johnson said.
The Lady Toppers finished in fifth place with 73 team
points.
Senior Sharika Smith captured the triple jump crown, set
the school record in the event at 42-feet-3 ½ inches in 2011
and earned runner-up honors in the long jump Sunday.
Lindsey Hinken earned her first-career track all-conference honors with a third-place finish in the 5,000-meter
run.
Smith, Mokone, Bailey, Chamness, Winstead and freshman Ja’Karyus Redwine will compete at this weekend’s
Last Chance Meet, hosted by Notre Dame in South Bend,
Ind.

PROUD LOADED GRILLERS
TO SUPPORT

WKU

BEEFY NACHO Š LOADED POTATO
SPICY BUFFALO CHICKEN

MTN DEW 1802 Russellville Rd.
®
™

BAJA BLAST FREEZE
LIVE MÁS

2460 Nashville Rd.
2628 Scottsville Rd.
1162 W. 31 Bypass
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REMATCH
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
Freshman forward Jalynn McClain
was a rebound shy from a double-double, officially recording 12 points and

nine rebounds. According to Heard,
McClain’s performance was a result of
the hard work she’s put into practice.
“When she shoots the ball, you can
see that her confidence has really went
up,” Heard said. “And that’s really big
for us.”
McClain credits Heard for instilling

that confidence in her.
“She helps me out a lot,” McClain
said. “She believes in me and what
we’re trying to do here, and it gives me
confidence out on the court.”
Performances like McClain’s give
Heard hope that she will see more production from her bench Saturday, the
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coach said.
“Jalynn McClain played well last
night. We’ve had other people stepping
up. I’m looking forward to other people
stepping up and doing those things,”
Heard said. “That’s what team basketball is all about. That’s what we’ve always talked about.”

SPORTS BRIEF:
AKOL REMOVED
FROM WKU ROSTER
FOR ACADEMICS

Sophomore guard T.J. Price, who finished with 22 points, drives through the lane against the South Alabama defense Thursday night at Diddle Arena. WKU won 79-73. BRANDON CARTER/HERALD

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
the second half and went on
to finish with 13 points and
eight rebounds.
Harris said he and the Toppers know to keep feeding
the ball to Fant even when
his shot is off, because they
know he has the ability to
turn it on mid-game.
“He already knows what
he can do — 0-for-6, I
don’t care, we’re still going to go to him because
he might go 10-for-10 the

next time,” Harris said. “My
mom always taught me living in Oklahoma, ‘the calm
is always right before the
storm,’ so I don’t worry too
much, it’s coming.”
The first half was also won
on the boards — WKU went
into the half ahead 39-30
and led the Jaguars in rebounding 25-16 after the
first 20 minutes.
The second half was a
closer affair. WKU had to
hold on and connect on free
throws in the final minute
to secure the six-point win.
Harper said there was a
strong all-around effort

BASEBALL
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Of those eight runs allowed by
Sowell, only three of them were
earned due to an error by freshman infielder Thomas Peter.
WKU got on the board in
the seventh inning scoring
one, but in the bottom of
the frame, Belmont scored
three more, adding to the
10 runs they already had.
In the eighth inning,
sophomore catcher Ryan
Messex had two RBIs for
WKU and senior designated hitter Devin Kelly had
one RBI to make the score
13-4, the final.
“We’re tough,” Kelly said.
“We try to stay positive all the
time. We go out there and compete every inning, every pitch and
every swing.”
On Wednesday, the Toppers
were able to take a four-run lead
into the seventh inning when
things went downhill. Belmont

from his team.
“I was proud of our guys
— we competed,” he said.
“Now were we perfect? By
no means, but 79 points,
shooting (57.1) percent in
the second half — we’re getting better and we’re capable of putting some points
on the board right now.”
The Toppers will put their
three-game winning streak
on the line at home tomorrow against Middle Tennessee State.
The Blue Raiders, who
beat the Toppers 72-53 in
Murfreesboro, Tenn., in January, are the No. 1 team in

was able to plate four runs in the
inning and tie the game at five. After a scoreless eighth, the Bruins
broke through in the ninth and
took a 6-5 lead.
However, in the bottom of the
ninth freshman outfielder Anderson Miller connected on a two-
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THAT’S THE ONE
THING THAT’S
GUARANTEED —
WE NEVER GIVE UP.
— Matt Myers
Baseball coach

out double to score one run and
tie the game once more and send
it into extra innings.
“That’s the one thing that’s
guaranteed — we never give up,”
coach Matt Myers said. “There’s
no moral victories. We have to

the Sun Belt, with one loss
in 18 conference games this
season.
Harris said it’s important
for WKU to hold on to the
momentum the Toppers
gained against South Alabama as they prepare for
the league’s top team.
“Any win is a good win —
it puts a smile on our faces,”
he said. “Like coach always
talks about, getting that
momentum. Going into
the next game, and the next
game letting it carry over.
Three in a row? Let’s try and
make it four Saturday.”

have a belief that we’re going to
win these games. You’ve got to be
able to put people away.”
Belmont would score the deciding run in the 11th inning to defeat the toppers 7-6.
Early in Wednesday’s game,
senior infielder Ryan Huck hit a
three-run home run, his
second of the season, and
junior outfielder Regan
Flaherty extended his hitting streak to eight games.
“We were putting together some quality at
bats today,” Huck said.
“We had some good ABs
(at bats). We were trying
to work with the count,
stay to our approach in
the middle, and look for
mistakes like we usually
do.”
WKU was scheduled to play
Southern Illinois on the road this
weekend, but due to inclement
weather, instead of playing three
games, the teams will play two,
both at 1 p.m. on Sunday and
Monday.
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BASKETBALL

WKU will be down one senior in
the upcoming Sun Belt Conference
Tournament.
Senior center Teeng Akol has been
removed from the WKU roster,
coach Ray Harper announced Tuesday. He will not play in WKU’s final
two games of the season.
Akol had missed two games this
season due to academic issues.
“I just think at this time, the most
important thing for Teeng is to focus
on the academic side of it,” Harper
said Tuesday. “We’re still going to be
there for him and support him every
step of the way, I just think it’s what’s
best for him and this basketball
team at this time.”
Akol arrived at WKU during the
2009-10 season after transferring
from Oklahoma State. The South
Sudan native started in 16 games
and averaged 6.7 points and 3.8 rebounds per game this season.
The move leaves freshman Aleksejs Rostov as the only center currently on the WKU roster. Rostov started
at center for the Toppers in their
last two games and currently averages 4.4 points and 2.4 rebounds
per game.
Rostov said he learned a lot from
Akol this season and it’s unfortunate
that he is no longer on the roster,
but he’s not worried about taking on
more playing time.
“I really don’t feel any more pressure with Teeng being out,” Rostov
said. “We’ve still got four other big
guys, and I know they’ve got my
back if I’m getting tired or struggling.”
The Toppers will be back in action
tomorrow at home against Middle
Tennessee State.
–Lucas Aulbach
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WKU drops two
mid-week games
against Belmont
AUSTIN LANTER
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Toppers had a tough stretch this
week on the baseball diamond.
The WKU baseball team dropped
two games to Belmont this week, extending its losing streak to the Bruins
to five games.
WKU (3-5) went on the road for the
first time this season Tuesday and
lost 13-4. The next day, the two teams
squared off in Bowling Green with the
same result. This time Belmont (7-2)
came out victorious 7-6 in 11 innings.
WKU sent a freshman pitcher to
the mound in both games — Jackson
Sowell on Tuesday and Josh Bartley on
Wednesday — each making their first
career start for the program.
Sowell started his career by striking
out all three batters he faced in the
first inning. The second inning, however, proved to be a different story.
Belmont sent 10 different batters to
the plate and scored eight runs in the
second.
“When I went out to the mound,
I told Jackson when I took him out,
‘Jackson, man, you’re going to pitch a
lot for us,’” Myers said. “I didn’t want
to pull Jackson out in the second inning. I wanted him to work.”
SEE BASEBALL PAGE 9
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TRACK AND FIELD

Men, women place,
Jenkins gets honor
at SBC Championships

Junior guard Brandon Harris drives toward the basket against a South Alabama defender during the first half of WKU's
game against the Jaguars on Thursday. BRANDON CARTER/HERALD

JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Last weekend was definitely one for
the record books for the WKU track
and field program as the men took
home first place and the women finished in fifth place in the Sun Belt
Conference Indoor Track and Field
Championships.
There were plenty of highlights over
the weekend in Jonesboro, Ark. — the
WKU men earned first place, coach
Erik Jenkins was named Sun Belt
Conference Indoor Coach of the Year,
and junior David Mokone earned his
third-consecutive Most Outstanding
Track Athlete.
“I’m very happy with the way the
team competed as a whole,” Jenkins
said. “On the women’s side, we are going to get better. The men are young,
and the future is exciting.”
Mokone successfully defended his
mile run title with a time of 4:14, along
with winning the 800-meter run with
a time of 1:55.
“It feels so good,” Mokone said of his
success this weekend. “I put in a lot of
hard work, taking this semester one
day at a time. To know it pays off feels
really good.”
Senior Joseph Chebet captured the
fourth Sun Belt title of his career in
SEE TRACK PAGE 8

Toppers earn third straight win
Thursday over South Alabama
LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Toppers needed to win their final
two games to have a shot to earn a firstround bye in the upcoming Sun Belt
Conference Tournament.
They took a big step towards achieving that goal last night. WKU (16-14, 10-9
Sun Belt Conference) beat South Alabama 79-73 at Diddle Arena in front of
4,024 fans.
It was an important win for the Toppers. USA, which has clenched the No.
3 seed in the conference tournament, is
just the second team with a winning record WKU has beat this season.
Coach Ray Harper said WKU’s newfound depth gave them the edge Thursday. The Toppers, plagued by injuries for
much of the year, had 30 points from

players coming off the bench and four
players score in double-figures.
“We’re getting better,” Harper said after
the game. “I’ve said this for a while that
we were getting better. It’s just good that
you’ve got some options — you can turn
to the bench, you’ve got some guys that
if someone’s in foul trouble or someone’s
not having as good of a night as they’re
capable of, you’ve got some options for
substitutions.”
Sophomore guard T.J. Price led the
pack with 22 points and six rebounds. Junior guard Brandon Harris had 12 points
and eight rebounds and freshman center
Aleksejs Rostov had 10 points.
Sophomore forward George Fant put
his stamp on the game in the second half
as well. After going 0-of-6 in the first 30
minutes, Fant scored the first bucket of
SEE BASKETBALL PAGE 9

Lady Toppers look forward to rematch with MTSU
TYLER LASHBROOK
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Lady Toppers lost at home
Wednesday to South Alabama, but they
don’t have time to dwell on it.
The Sun Belt’s No. 1 team, Middle
Tennessee State, will come into Diddle
with the same intentions as WKU (20-8,
13-6 Sun Belt Conference) — to win its
last regular season game before tournament time begins. The Lady Toppers
will have to be mentally and physically
prepared if they want to pull off the
upset on the last game on their home
floor.
On Jan. 27, WKU travelled to Murfreesboro, Tenn., and took a 22-point
loss to the Sun Belt’s best team.
In that game, the Lady Toppers’ two
main scorers — sophomore guard
Alexis Govan and sophomore forward
Chastity Gooch — combined to score
46 of the team’s 57 points. The rest of
the team shot 4-of-28 from the field.
One thing become apparent that day

— WKU couldn’t rely on two players to
carry the team against a formidable opponent like MTSU.
If there’s one good thing to take out of
Wednesday’s loss against USA, it’s that
it provided a chance to showcase the
development of WKU’s role players.
Those role players will have to play a
bigger part in the game this time if the
Lady Toppers hope to upset Middle
Tennessee State on Saturday, Coach
Michelle Clark-Heard said.
Wednesday, everyone not named Govan or Gooch combined to shoot 13-of26 from the field for 26 points.
Despite that production, the Lady
Toppers fell 59-65 to South Alabama.
Heard said rough play down the
stretch is what doomed WKU Wednesday.
“We shouldn’t have been in that situation but when we are, the kids have got
to feel confident in what we’re going to
do,” Heard said. “I think we got a little
rattled in the end.”
SEE REMATCH PAGE 9 Freshman guard MIcah Jones puts up a shot against a South Alabama defender. The
Lady Toppers lost 65-59. BRANDON CARTER/HERALD

