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Boling's smile
remembered
among friends

@WKU watching

#WKU

By SPENCER JENKINS
news@wkuherald.com

Bowling Green senior Caitlin Gover
remembers her boyfriend Bradley Boling as
someone who would do anything for his family
and friends, “even if it put him out.”
“If we got in an argument, it didn’t matter if it
was my fault — he’d make me laugh by the end,”
she said.
Boling, a Bowling Green senior and member
of Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity, died Friday
morning.
The officer who arrived at
the scene was responding to
an overdose call at Boling’s
residence, according to police
reports, but Deputy Coroner
John White said Boling’s cause
of death won’t be known for six
to eight weeks.
Bowling Green senior Kelley
BRADLEY
Purpus, who went to middle
BOLING
school and high school with
Boling, called him “the most humble, sweetest all
around good guy” she’d ever met.
“This is such a horrible situation, and I hope
people remember Bradley for what he is and not
how this has gone down,” she said.
About 100 people filled the SAE fraternity
house for a candlelight vigil Friday night, sharing
stories about their friend and brother.
Gover, who was among several people who
spoke at the vigil, later said she and Boling shared
many hobbies, including watching and critiquing
movies together. He gave Gover her favorite
movie, the 1980 comedy “The Blues Brothers,”
as a present.
“He always gets excited about getting anyone
gifts,” Gover said. “He got so excited to exchange
Christmas presents we exchanged about a week
early.”
He also gave Gover tickets to see Bluegrass
singer Sam Bush for her birthday.
“I was really looking forward to going to that
because we hadn’t gone to a concert together
yet,” she said.
She remembers him asking her, “Are you sure
you like it?” over and over again after he gave her
the tickets.
“He was like that with anybody — just always
willing to give and not expecting much in return,”
Gover said.
Although the pair grew up in Bowling Green,
they didn’t officially start dating until about
four months ago, she said. They both got jobs at
Mariah’s restaurant in 2010 and slowly realized
that they’d grown up in the same town, had many
mutual friends and that their fathers even played
tennis together.
SEE BOLING, PAGE 3
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Minnesota case could
set national precedent
for monitoring social
media
SGA supports removal
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communications policy
Students use
Facebook, Reddit to
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WKU's most popular
parody accounts
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Controversial tweets
from the Hill
Twitter policy on
impersonation and
parody accounts
WKU's handbook on
"external computer
use and ethics"

Illustration By ALEX DOBSON

WKU trying to pull strings on social media
By MICHAEL McKAY | news@wkuherald.com
University officials are all atwitter about students using
social media irresponsibly.
Student disciplinary policy changes to fix that are in
the works.
But Howard Bailey, Vice President for Student Affairs,
said potential changes in policy are news to him.
WKU’s social media crackdown got started when
@PimpRansdell, the most popular of the fake President Gary Ransdell accounts, was removed from Twitter
from Jan. 4 through Feb. 12 in the university’s move to
monitor social media usage.
Since then, Ransdell posted a Facebook status urging
his followers to use social media responsibly, and administrators continue searching for ways to keep WKU out of
parody and vulgar tweets.
But First Amendment lawyers believe WKU does not
have any legal means to do so.
#Policy
Corie Martin, Creative Web Services Manager, said her

office is working to expand a policy in the student handbook regarding “external communications” into a larger
section on cyber harassment and impersonation.
“Cyber-harassment and cyberbullying, cyber-impersonations — including these accounts that people are setting up: fake accounts — those things are illegal in the
state of Kentucky,” Martin said.
According to Kentucky Revised Statute 525.080, a
person is guilty of harassment when — with the intent to
intimidate, harass, annoy or alarm another person — he or
she causes annoyance or alarm and serves no purpose of
legitimate communication.
Twitter allows for fake accounts as long as they are
labeled as such. According to its policies, Twitter does not
monitor users’ content and will not edit or remove content
unless it is found to have violated its Terms of Service.
Violations include clearly intending to deceive, mislead or confuse users, according to Twitter’s policies.
SEE #WKU, PAGE 7

Students mixed on WKU's policy
By CAMERON KOCH | news@wkuherald.com
It’s no secret that nothing is private on
the Internet, but the controversy caused by
WKU monitoring student social media use
has many students thinking about social
media’s influence.
Kendrick Bryan, executive vice president of the Student Government Association, said he is a major advocate of free
speech but at the same time warned students of the dangers of using social media
irresponsibly.
“WKU students need to watch themselves, be more careful,” Bryan said. “Employers and others view those accounts.
“I’m concerned with cyber bullying
more than anything. Other than that I think
students should be able to use those accounts respectfully,” he said. “It’s concerning to me that WKU is looking more into
that, but it’s a very complicated situation.”

Senior Josh Newman said WKU does
not have the authority to take away constitutional rights and does not want the
university moving in the direction of censoring negative comments or criticisms
towards WKU.
Newman, an SGA senator, caught flak
from the university after posting vulgar
comments about Athletics Director Ross
Bjork the night before former Head Coach
Ken McDonald was fired.
“People are going to say things —
that’s just how it is,” Newman said. “I
criticized my athletic director about a
basketball coach in a vulgar tone, which I
shouldn’t have done.

SEE POLICY, PAGE 6

People are going
to say things —
that’s just how it is
I criticized my athletic director about
a basketball coach
in a vulgar tone,
which I shouldn’t
have done"
—JOSH NEWMAN
WKU Senior
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Diddle Arena was a sea
of colorful uniforms, matching hair ribbons, pompoms,
smiling faces and plenty of
pep on Saturday. Behind
the hundreds of happy faces,
however, there was a serious competition going on
and Madison Central High
School’s cheerleading team
wanted to win.
Madison Central was one
of more than 80 teams participating in the 2012 KAPOS State-At-Large Cheerleading Competition which
lasted all day Saturday.
Sixteen regions represented
Kentucky cheerleading in
seven separate divisions.
The team, which represents Kentucky’s Region 11,
had just returned from the
2012 UCA National High
School Cheerleading Championship in Orlando, Fla.,
where they received fourth
place in the Small Varsity
Division I competition.
The team was dressed in
bright red uniforms with big
white hair bows. With pompoms and signs in hand, the
girls ran onto the stage to
perform their routine for the
judges.
They nailed it.
There was nothing but

CRIME REPORTS
Reports

■ Freshman Nicholas Kevin

smiles and cheers as the
team exited the stage. The
junior varsity team was
there waiting to congratulate them. Their filled cups
of water were ignored as
the girls waited turns to hug
each other in celebration.
Junior varsity cheerleader Lauren Abrams of Richmond was one of the girls
receiving hugs.
“I think we did amazing,”
she said. “Couldn't do better.”
Head varsity coach
Karen Feldhaus was there
to celebrate with the team.
She has been a cheerleading
coach at Madison Central for
19 years.
“Any time you hit your
routine, you feel good about
it,” Feldhaus said.
At the end of judging, all
competing teams are invited
back onto the floor for the
awards ceremony. Madison
Central, both varsity and
junior varsity teams, sat together in one large oval. Like
one big family of sisters, the
girls all held hands.
Madison Central was
awarded second place.
With a mix of happiness
and disappointment on
their faces, the varsity team

Photo & Story by
ELIZABETH FRANTZ

ELIZABETH FRANTZ/HERALD

Madison Central High School varsity cheerleader Lauren Abrams (left) celebrates with junior varsity cheerleader Emi Deck (right)
after the varsity team completed their routine at the 2012 KAPOS State-At-Large Cheerleading Competition Saturday at Diddle.
Madison Central won second place in the small varsity division of the competition. “I think we did amazing. Couldn’t do better,”
Abrams said about her team’s performance.

rose to accept the trophy.
They had come to win first
place.
“It was just a really tight
competition today,” Feld-

Beasmore, Minton Hall,
reported on Feb. 18 the theft
of his ice scraper, as well as
other items, from his vehicle.

haus said. “And we knew it
was going to be. That’s Kentucky cheerleading, so that’s
part of it. That’s what makes
it exciting.”

The value of the theft is $125.

Arrests

■ Senior Wilson Smith,
Bowling Green, was arrested

Madison was edged
out of first place by Perry
County Central by only 0.7
of a point. But there’s always
next year.

on Feb. 18 and charged with
alcohol intoxication in a public
place.
■ Senior Nolan DeBurger,

CONFUCIUS INSTITUTE
WESTERN KENTUCKY
UNIVERSITY

FEBRUARY 22, 2012 at 6:00 P.M.
Prizes Given Away at 5:30 P.M.
DOWING UNIVERSITY CENTER AUDITORIUM

“I have an extremely
young program, so I’m just
really, really excited today,”
Feldhaus said.
“We’ll get there.”

Pendleton, was arrested on
Feb. 18 and charged with
alcohol intoxication in a public
place
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Professor mourns loss of dog after 14 years
By ZIRCONIA ALLEYNE
diversions@wkuherald.com

Even though death is
inevitable, some might not be
fully prepared when it occurs.
For GIS Analyst CJ Johanson,
facing that fate was just as hard
as the heart-wrenching end of
Old Yeller.
Johanson and his wife,
Yvonne Petkus, bought their
dog, Sambuca, as soon as they
purchased their first home in
Seattle.
The couple, which had grown
up owning family pets, couldn’t
wait to share their lives with the
mixed breed, black-haired pup.
“We’d lived in Seattle so long
and been through so much with
her,” Johanson said. “She was a
part of our family.”
When they relocated to
Bowling Green in 2001, fun,
loving Sambuca was in tow.
Petkus began her job as an
assistant professor of art at
WKU while Johanson developed
computerized maps and models
of the Barren River.
They decided that Sambuca
needed a friend.
In 2005, they adopted
Kumiko from the Bowling
Green Humane Society.
Johanson said the furry black-

and-white puppy just gravitated
to them.
“I think Kumiko was just
happy to be in a home,” he said.
“Sambuca even shared her bed
with her.”
They became instant buddies.
Sambuca was the leader and
protector of Kumiko, especially
during storms.
Johanson said both pups were
afraid of thunder and fireworks.
“She kind of got over that fear
for Kumiko,” he said. “She was
the big sister.”
The third addition to their
family came in January 2011.
It was quirky cat named
Hank, also from the BGHS.
Petkus and her friend Ingrid
Cartwright went to purchase Fur
Ball tickets, an annual BGHS
fundraiser, and fell in love with
the orange-furred feline.
“We saw Hank, and I think we
both knew he was going home
with her,” said Cartwright, a WKU
assistant professor of art history.
So she took pictures of Petkus
with Hank to send to CJ.
“We knew if he saw them
together, he would have to say
yes,” Cartwright said.
Sure enough, their plan worked,
and Hank joined the family.
They all enjoyed curling up
on the couch or going to the local

dog park.
Johanson said Sambuca was a
people person, literally.
At the park, she’d flock more
to new people rather than mingle
with the other dogs.
Family friend Charles Hurst
said everybody loved her.
“Sambuca was like a big ol’
teddy bear,” said Hurst, who
prepares exhibits at the Kentucky
Museum.
Kumiko was more reserved.
Squirrels and birds tend to
catch her attention.
Hank on the other hand is
quite a character.
“He does the craziest things,”
Cartwright said. “He’s a really
funny guy.”
He has a cardboard box that
he’s gnawed to shreds.
“I’m not sure if he swallows
it,” she said.
Hank did his own thing while
the dogs played together, until
Sambuca got sick.
They first noticed something
was wrong when she would
throw up once a week.
“It got to the point where she
couldn’t keep anything down,”
he said.
Visit after visit, the vets
couldn’t determine a cause, and
nothing helped her condition.
Johanson said Kumiko could

COOPER BURTON/HERALD

CJ Johanson and his dog, Kumiko, an English Setter mix, share an innate
bond. Johanson and his wife, WKU associate art professor Yvonne Petkus,
have had Kumiko since 2005.

tell that Sambuca wouldn’t be
around much longer.
“She seemed kind of
depressed,” he said.
The couple finally decided to
have Sambuca put down at the
Greystone Pet Hospital in June
2011.
Johanson said the staff was
very empathetic about their
decision to have her cremated.
“It’s always hard making that
decision, but she was starting to
suffer,” he said.
They keep a wooden box with

Bradley Boling’s
girlfriend, Bowling Green senior
Caitlin Gover
(right), and WKU
alumna Katie
Williams, participate in a vigil
commemorating
the life of Boling
Friday at the SAE
house. Boling, an
SAE from Bowling Green, died
Friday morning of
unknown causes.
Around 100
people attended
the vigil.
JUSTIN PHILALCK/HERALD

BOLING

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“How do you go 20-some odd
years without meeting someone in
a small town like Bowling Green?”
Gover said.
After the two began dating, she
said they became inseparable.
“It’s just weird to think about how
he would have graduated in May,”
she said.
Gover also remembers Boling’s
collection of bow ties.
“He had so many bow ties. I
remember him getting his Lilly
Pulitzer tie, and he was so excited
to show me,” she said. “One thing
I never had to worry about — he
always looked nice. His momma
raised him right.”
Once, while Gover was busy with
homework and couldn’t go out for
the night, Boling asked her if it was

OK if he could come over and tuck
her in, Gover said.
“He came up for a bit and
snuggled me, and that was it,” she
said. “I said something goofy, and
he just laughed and said he loved me
— it was the first time he told me he
loved me.”
Gover said Boling gave her an
orchid the night before Valentine’s
Day and said, “I love you and
hopefully we’ll make it to another
Valentine’s Day.”
Will Hoagland, Boling’s big
brother in SAE, said Boling was one
of the most genuine people he knew.
“I don’t think I ever saw Brad in a
bad mood,” said Hoagland, a senior
from Louisville and the Herald
advertising manager. “Brad always
had a smile on his face, and if you
were having a bad day, Brad could
easily make your day better.”
Hoagland said Boling was a very
hard worker, great student and, most

importantly, a great brother who
looked after his friends and would
drop anything to help them.
“I’d say the day he got initiated
was a great memory,” Hoagland said.
“After he was initiated, I gave him his
SAE little brother paddle and gave
him our official fraternity grip and
told him how proud I was of him.
“He was so ecstatic to be a part
of our organization that day, and
knowing that he worked hard to
earn it, I was glad I got to share that
moment with him.”
Boling’s family declined to
comment for this story, but his
mother told a member of SAE to
thank everyone at Friday’s vigil for
their support.
Funeral services are at 11 a.m.
today at First Christian Chruch.
Cremation was chosen and Bradley's
ashes will be laid to rest at Chandler
Memorial Chapel & Columbarium
on campus at a later date.

her remains in a special place in
their dining room.
Even though their beloved
dog of 14 years is gone, she’s
still close to their hearts.
Johanson remembered how
Sambuca would rush to the
kitchen window and scoot the
curtain when they pulled up
from work.
“It was definitely an absence
that we felt for some time,” he
said. “We still sometimes look
towards that window thinking
she’s there.”

WKUHERALD.COM
"Congress shall make no law
... abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press ..."
-First Amendment, U.S.
Constitution
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POLL
Do You Recycle?

ALEX WITTY
Bowling Green
junior

“We do at our house. Personally, I recycle cans and
stuff like that, but that’s
all.”

PHIL HANCOCK
Louisville
Junior

“No. I just never thought
about it.”

Environmentally Safe

JEFF WALKER
Elizabethtown
Sophomore

“No. It takes too much
time.”

Recent sustainability award deserves praise
THE ISSUE: WKU was recently awarded a bronze medal in
a nationwide sustainability assessment — its first time competing in the assessment.
OUR STANCE: As sustainability and environmental consciousness become bigger issues in today’s world, WKU is doing its part to stay on top of it, and its efforts deserve applause.
All of the Office of Sustainability’s hard work has merited a major reward. The Association for the Advancement
of Sustainability in Higher Education Sustainability Tracking
Assessment and Rating System (AASHE STARS) is a huge
deal. The Herald offers the Office of Sustainability a big congratulations for receiving a bronze medal for its first time in
the nationwide assessment.
The AASHE STARS program is the only report that presents information related to a college or university’s sustainability performance. It scores participants in three key areas
— Education and Research; Operations; and Planning, Administration and Engagement. In order to earn a ranking, the
institution must do well in all three categories. The Office of
Sustainability has already made a goal of achieving a silver
for next year.
Best of all, the sustainability office now knows the areas
they need to improve in and how to go about it. With this in
mind, achieving a silver ranking seems like a fully achievable
goal.
There isn’t any apparent downside to being more green
and eco-friendly.

As we face bigger budgets cuts, having less money go toward energy consumption is helping WKU become a more
cost-effective university.
WKU saved more than $160,000 this past summer because of new energy-saving policies, an amount that can go a
long way in our tough economic climate.
Furthermore, WKU’s GreenToppers, the campus sustainability organization, is now looking to have a bigger role on
campus. It appears we will be seeing an even bigger resurgence in sustainability efforts on campus.
In the past year, Gary Ransdell Hall became LEED certified and WKU used coal-free heating during winter for the
first time since 1927.
These are major achievements, and in order to continue to
achieve, the WKU community can make efforts to help our
campus become more environmentally conscious.
The Herald thinks WKU students and faculty can work to
help our university become more green. The GreenToppers
and Sustainability office cannot do it all by themselves. With
recycling bins throughout campus and in each dorm, there
isn’t an excuse not to recycle.
The green movement is taking over WKU, and the only
thing to reap is a better and more beautiful campus. Office of
Sustainability, keep up the good work. Our campus environment and the Herald thank you.

TIM POPMA
Michigan
Second-year
Graduate
Student

“Yes, I recycle speciﬁcally
aluminum and plastic.”

SHELBY
HEIDEN
Elizabethtown
Junior

“No, I never think about it.”

This editorial represents the majority opinion of the Herald’s
10-member editorial board.

have an
opinion?
Write a letter to the editor
(250 words or less) or a
commentary (500 words
and a photo). E-mail them
to opinion@wkuherald.com.
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Have Something
For Sale or For Rent?
Call 270-745-2653

CLASSIFIEDS
FOR RENT
8 blocks from campus.
Apartment for rent. 2 bedroom.
$600/month plus deposit.
Includes utilities.
270-796-7949

8 blocks from WKU.
3 br. apartment. $900/mo.
includes utilities.
270-796-7949

advertising@wkuherald.com
Classifieds Manager: Alex Weires

HELP WANTED
Retail Sales
Retail selling experience
required, must enjoy working
with customers one on one.
Working weekends required.
Hourly wage plus commissions.
Email resume to
jlankheet@poolandspadepot.com
Call Pool & Spa Depot at
270-782-1119 or stop by the
store at 1830 Wallace Court,
Bowling Green, KY

City of Bowling Green

PART-TIME POSITION
Parks & Recreation

LABORER (SEASONAL) - Operates riding and push
mowers, cleaning, and trash pick-up at municipal parks
and cemeteries. Collects trash from City parks; paints
buildings and park equipment. Must possess a valid
driver’s license; Age 18+. 7:00 am - 4:00 pm, $8.83/hr.
Deadline to apply for this position will be Friday, February 24, 2012.
Interested applicants should obtain an employment application from the Human Resources
Department in City Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling Green or from our website at www.bgky.org.
The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace.

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads, especially when asked to
send money or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not responsible
for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

ACROSS
1 Irish dance
4 Baby hooter
9 Housekeeper
13 Declare firmly
15 Late actor Christopher __
16 Take apart
17 Cause of woe
18 Judge's mallet
19 Seldom __; rare
20 Peach variety
22 Kill a fly
23 Camera's eye
24 Revolutionary __ Guevara
26 Arctic & Atlantic
29 Bangkok's nation
34 Filled inside, like a
chocolate bunny
35 Helpful lift
36 Actress Arthur
37 Study at the eleventh hour
38 Religious belief
39 Disease carrier
40 Colony insect
41 Sits for an artist
42 Work hard
43 Lawn seed buyer's choice
45 Blue bloods
46 Hither and __; here and there
47 Extremely dry
48 Garble one's words
51 Playwright
56 Actress Turner
57 __ on; look directly at
58 Dictionary writer Webster
60 Fail to include
61 Elevate
62 Festive
63 Sampras of tennis
64 Decree
65 Essential; vital
DOWN
1 Poke
2 Name for Russian czars
3 Actor Wilder
4 Heart and liver
5 __ out; deteriorates
6 Mr. __ Strauss

THE Daily Commuter Puzzle

7 Level; smooth
8 Show on TV
9 Clam, for one
10 Afresh
11 Brainstorm
12 Word of warning
14 Take back
21 Take care of
25 Big success
26 Academy Award
27 Like a stupid joke

28
29
30
31
32
33
35
38
39
41
42

by Jacqueline E. Mathews

Gladden
Musical sounds
Garden tools
Didn't miss __; was on the ball
Chutzpah
Knighted ladies
Nickname for Elizabeth
Back and forth
Moving along smoothly
Expert
Thin cut

44
45
47
48
49
50
52
53
54
55
59

Spin about
Rubber end of a pencil
Make laugh
Pigsty dinner
Like a poor excuse
College credit
Lion's cry
__ reflux disease; GERD
__ up; absorb
Saga
Horse's meal

@RobertGraupner: Glad that #WKU officially
announced Ray Harper as the men's basketball coach.
Toppers will be back on top immediately -sent 2/19

What WKU program
offers domestic travel
learning opportunities?

@Devin_M_Martin: Ray Harper... Really #WKU
@D
@RossBjorkAD: A Challenge to #WKU & #Hill??? We need to turn the program around not keep sink- topperNation - sell out Diddle Arena for the last 2
ing lower. -sent 2/19
home games - #HarperMania night on Thurs. & blue
team on Sat! -sent 2/19
@JimmyD_ESPN: Western Kentucky names Ray
Harper permanent head coach. Community and kids
@heyMeff1738: Choosing a floor in the elevator
have totally bought in to him -sent 2/19
of the parking structure is like playing Russian Roulette @WKUprobz #WKU -sent 2/17
@adam_haley21: I like Ray Harper. Great coach. But
I'm not sold on him being head coach next year. I guess we
@Ms_domboms: Its sad how most peoples day get
will see how it plays out though. #WKU -sent 2/19
started when popeyes open.. Lol only at #WKU -sent 2/19

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!
FOLLOW US ON TWITTER!

Present your WKU Student, Faculty or
Staff ID to get 10% off during Lunch!
2440 Nashville Rd. Bowling Green, KY 42104. 270-746-0255
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SOCIAL MEDIA CRACKDOWN
POLICY JUMP continued from front
“However, at a bigger university, at University of
Kentucky for instance, things get said like that all the
time and I guarantee students aren’t brought into Judicial
Affairs for it.”
Newman said he learned a lot from his experience,
namely that comments made on social media are always
accessible and irresponsible usage could harm him as he
applies for graduate school and jobs.
Dawn Wientjes, a junior studying public relations,
said from a PR perspective she thinks WKU is doing the
right thing.
“I think it’s a good thing they are regulating. If I was
working for a client I would want to put them in the best
light possible,” Wientjes said. “I wouldn’t want my client
company to be saying foul things on Twitter — it makes
them look bad.
“If you are part of WKU, you represent the school”
As a member of the golf team, Wientjes said she has
always been told that she represents the university and

not to use social media to shed negative light on the
university.
“I don’t think people realize it has that big of an
effect,” she said.
Caitlin Pike, also a public relations student, believes
the university is taking the right steps in terms of
monitoring student accounts and what is being said.
But, Pike said there is a fine line between monitoring
and censoring, and WKU is coming close to crossing it.
“I think it’s proactive for the university to be seeing
what’s going on online. You need to see what your
audience is saying,” Pike said. “However, adding
something into the code of conduct with the potential to
be called into Judicial Affairs is really excessive.
“It can backfire on the university if they become
known as ‘Big Brother’ and censor what students are
saying,” Pike said. “You have to wonder what else they
are doing if they are taking the time to watch student
Twitter accounts.”

By TESSA DUVALL | news@wkuherald.com

Getting multiple emails a day from the Honors
College about events I'm not going to attend.
Who ya gonna steal next, Wood? Wasn't there
a "no douchebaggert" clause in your contract?

Being the president of a college was a boss move. All
girls are at least 18, except gatton academy and they
have curfew anyways
Just when you thought getting into WKU was
easy. With 99% acceptance, it should be
read: scan here for a #WKU degree!

Twitter Parody, Commentary and Fan Accounts Policy
Twitter users are allowed to create
parody, commentary, or fan accounts (including role-playing). Twitter provides a
platform for its users to share and receive
a wide range of ideas and content, and
we greatly value and respect our users'
expression. Because of these principles,
we do not actively monitor users' content
and will not edit or remove user content,
except in cases of violations of our Terms
of Service.
Each user is responsible for the content that they provide. Accounts with clear
intent to deceive or confuse are prohibited
as impersonation accounts and subject to
suspension. Please see our guidelines for
reporting impersonation for information on
filing an impersonation complaint.

Guidelines for Parody, Commentary
and Fan Accounts
In order to avoid impersonation, an account's profile information should make it
clear that the creator of the account is not actually the same person or entity as the subject
of the parody/commentary. Here are some
suggestions for marking your account:
Username: The username should not be
the exact name of the subject of the parody,
commentary, or fandom; to make it clearer,
you should distinguish the account with a
qualifier such as "not," "fake," or "fan."
Name: The profile name should not list
the exact name of the subject without some
other distinguishing word, such as "not,"
"fake," or "fan."
Bio: The bio should include a statement

to distinguish it from the real identity, such as
"This is a parody," "This is a fan page," "Parody Account," "Fan Account," "Role-playing
Account," or "This is not affiliated with…"
Communication with other users: The
account should not, through private or public
communication with other users, try to deceive or mislead others about your identity.
For example, if operating a fan account, do
not direct message other users implying you
are the actual subject (i.e., person, band,
sports team, etc.) of the fan account.
Role-Playing: Twitter allows role-playing
accounts. If you are operating a role-playing
account that may include inflammatory or controversial topics, we suggest that you add a
clarification to your bio, such as "role-playing,"
in addition to complying with our best practices.

WKU basketball only had March Sadness to look
forward to.
@WKUHonorsProbs Drinking in Minton gets you

crucified. Drinking in PFT means you're a "good kid."

When is Willie gonna let me try out for WKU's team?
Im tired of filling up these water jugs!

Want to know what I just realized? Parking sucks on
campus. It just hit me. I've been always been a fan of
tight spaces tho.

SGA supports removal of policy from handbook
By TAYLOR HARRISON | news@wkuherald.com
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The Student Government Association could pass a resolution supporting the removal of a section from
the student handbook that it says is a
restriction of students’’ right to freedom of speech.
The resolution supports the removal of the “External Computer Use and
Ethics” section from the handbook.
This section states that while students’
communications on websites such as
Facebook will not be actively policed,
students should be aware that what
they post can be seen by university officials at any time.
The section also says that “communications deemed inappropriate
may lead to disciplinary action.”
The resolution was scheduled to
receive its second read at tonight’s
SGA meeting, but its author, student
senator Christopher Costa, pushed it
back four weeks in order to do additional research.

Even if passed, the resolution does
not have the power to modify the
student handbook, nor does it mean
the administration must make any
changes.
“For a public university which
receives tax payer dollars to declare any speech as inappropriate, in
my opinion, is a breach of the First
Amendment,” Costa said.
Costa found the section when
reading through the student handbook. It also came to his attention
through thefire.org, a website run by
the higher education watchdog organization, the Foundation for Individual Rights in Education, which gave
WKU a “red light” ranking.
A red light indicates that an institution “has at least one policy that
both clearly and substantially restricts freedom of speech.”
“I feel like I have a responsibility,
as do all the other senators, to know

what’s affecting students and how it’s
affecting students,” Costa said.
Costa originally came up with the
idea for the resolution during the fall
semester, but because the handbook
was being revised, he decided to wait
until the updated version was complete.
If the resolution passes, Costa said
he wants to go to the administrators
to discuss the issue.
“If it’s not breaking the law, the
university shouldn’t be stepping in
and tramping on the free speech of
students,” Costa said.
The SGA resolution doesn’t support things such as violent speech or
speech that would break the law, he
said.
Costa said as a senator, he wants
to be an advocate for students.
“They should feel free to exercise
their First Amendment rights at a
public university,” Costa said.

Students use social media to promote discussion
By TESSA DUVALL | news@wkuherald.com
Facebook has become more
than just adding friends and ‘liking’ photos — it’s about making a
point.
Social media outlets, such
as Facebook groups and Reddit
threads, allow students who may
not otherwise know one another
to form a community in which
they can discuss and share opinions.
WKU and the Honors College both create groups for each
class of incoming freshmen, and
many fraternities and sororities
use private groups to discuss
chapter ongoings. In other cases, students independently create Facebook groups for their
clubs, organization or degree
program.
And then there are protest
groups. Groups such as “WKU
Students Against the Centennial
Mall Sculpture” and “The organization of Concerned Students
against Douchebags (WKU
Chapter),” both of which have
one member after the overhaul
of Facebook groups, whereas
“Students Speak Up Against The
WKU History Professor Jack
Thacker” currently has 56 members.
Amina Abou, a sophomore
from Casablanca, Morocco, de-

cided to create the Facebook
group about the history professor after her husband completed Thacker’s military history
course and was concerned by the
content of lectures.
Louisville
senior
Ryan
Hunton, Abou’s husband, said
Thacker would frequently digress during his lectures, making comments about things such
as Sharia law, the conflict between Israel and Palestine and
“Obama’s army.”
Hunton said this was inappropriate because the class consisted of about 90 percent Army
ROTC cadets, who will go on to
become commissioned officers
and potentially serve in predominantly-Muslim countries.
“If I was Muslim, it would
be an environment I wouldn’t
be comfortable in,” Hunton
said. “And even just as a cadet, in the classroom, I could
tell it was an environment that
wasn’t the general military environment that I was used to
where it was nonpartisan, nonpolitical.”
Abou, who is Muslim and
has been married to Hunton for
more than two years, said she decided to wait until after Hunton
received his grade to create the

group, which she did on Feb. 3.
There is no specific goal or
desired outcome for creating the
group, Abou said, adding that
she just wants to share information, including a letter written by
Hunton expressing his frustrations with the class.
“If nobody will speak up
about this professor, there is always the power of this professor
to keep going,” she said. “It’s so
hurtful. Somebody has to speak
up.”
Thacker said the comments
being made in the group do not
make sense. Perhaps he was
misunderstood or statements had
been misinterpreted, he said.
Thacker said he is careful to
distinguish that Islam and radical Islam are different and that
soldiers will serve in countries
where radical Islam is present,
making it an important part of
military history.
Hunton said he and Thacker
will meet later this week to discuss the course.
Similar to Facebook groups,
Reddit — a social news website
where users can vote posts up
and down — allows its users to
come together to openly discuss
almost anything.
Reddit does not require regis-

Case of Minnesota student
could set precedent nationwide

WKU Twitter parodies

tered users to provide more than
a screen name and password,
while email addresses are optional. To view Reddit threads, a
person does not have to create an
account.
A subreddit focused entirely
on posts related to WKU, /r/
WKU, currently has 189 subscribers and three moderators.
Two of the subreddit’s three
moderators, Kaliegh Belda and
Autumn Jarvis, are WKU students. Belda and Jarvis became
moderators last summer after the
subreddit creator graduated from
WKU and moved away.
Belda, a Columbus, Ga., junior, said the WKU subreddit
allows subscribers to share links,
photos, comments and have discussions with one another.
“It’s all things related to WKU
or about Bowling Green,” Belda
said. “That’s why it’s broken up
into a subreddit. It’s just a place
for people to share information.
It’s a really good resource for
learning and to gain information
about a lot of topics.”
Popular threads in the last
week include creepy spots on
campus, Chinese food takeout, a
meme about campus parking and
the “external computer use and
ethics” part of the student hand-

book, with the latter of the four
gaining 30 comments.
Belda and Jarvis agreed they
both take a hands-off approach
to moderating the subreddit.
Jarvis, a Madisonville senior,
said she will generally only remove a post if it is a violation of
Reddit’s rules, someone’s personal information or severely
offensive. Examples of removed
posts include phone numbers
being given out in revenge,
scanned student IDs and really
racist comments.
“We’re very for free speech,”
Belda said. “But with free
speech there’s a responsibility
with that.”
Although Reddit allows for
anonymity, Belda and Jarvis
said that many subscribers of the
WKU subreddit feel they are a
part of a community and choose
to make real-life connections
with each other.
“We’re not forcing anyone
to divulge their identity,” Belda
said. However, members of the
group frequently meet up to go
to Hilligan’s, Prince Hookah
Lounge and other spots around
Bowling Green, and students
new to WKU use the subreddit
to network with other students,
she said.

A case pending before the Minnesota Supreme Court could set a precedent for the type of punishment, if
any, universities can give to students
for posts on social media websites.
A verdict in the case of Amanda
Tatro v. University of Minnesota is
expected later this year, and when it
is handed down, it will be among the
first rulings on the free speech rights
of college students online, according
to the Student Press Law Center. The
United States Supreme Court has never ruled on this issue.
In late 2009, Tatro was a mortuary science student at the University
of Minnesota when she posted Facebook status updates about working
with a cadaver in the lab — which
she named Bernie after “Weekend at
Bernie’s,” and wanting to stab her exfiancé, who had just dumped her the
night before, in the neck with a piece
of lab equipment, according to court
documents.
After a classmate saw the statuses,
Tatro was reported to an instructor and
told not to return to class until further
notice. After the police declared that
Tatro was not a threat and a crime had
not been committed, she was allowed
to return to class.
On Dec. 29, 2009, a complaint was

filed against Tatro for threatening, harassing or assaultive conduct, as well
as violating university rules for the
mortuary science program.
A committee meeting about Tatro’s
case took place on March 25, 2010,
and on April 2, the committee found
that Tatro violated the student code of
conduct. As a result, Tatro failed her
anatomy lab, had to enroll in an ethics
course, complete a psychiatric evaluation and was placed on probation for
the rest of her academic career.
The punishments have been upheld at the university level by the
provost, as well as by the Minnesota
State Court of Appeals.
Frank LoMonte, executive director
of the SPLC, said although Tatro’s statuses were bad attempts at humor, she
was not a legitimate threat to anyone.
However, because the statuses
caused a small reaction on campus,
the university claimed jurisdiction
and punished Tatro, LoMonte said.
“That will be a case that people can
look to for some guidance,” he said.
Until the Supreme Court issues a
ruling on a case pertaining to social
media and free speech, decisions
must be made on existing standards,
LoMonte said.
“The courts are really struggling to

figure out what the rules are on places
like Twitter and Facebook,” he said.
Adam Goldstein, attorney advocate with the SPLC, said although the
jokes were crude, it doesn’t mean she
shouldn’t be allowed to say them.
“Not everything that’s a good idea
is constitutional,” Goldstein said, referring to some clauses meant to protect students in student handbooks.
“Government can’t be your parents.”
According to The Minnesota Daily, the student newspaper of the University of Minnesota, University General Counsel Mark Rotenberg said the
school wouldn’t be able to grade students down or require them to write
papers as punishments for code violations if the courts rule in Tatro’s favor.
Additionally, Angela McArthur,
the director of the university’s Anatomy Bequest Program, said without
the power to enforce mortuary science policies of professionalism, the
donations of bodies could stop.
“We have to be the custodians of
this trust, or programs like this will
fail. They’ll fail miserably,” McArthur told The Minnesota Daily.
Five higher education associations
have also filed a brief in support of
the university, according to The Minnesota Daily.

#WKU JUMP continued from front
Martin said WKU takes harassment seriously.
“We will be adding information
in the student handbook going forward about all of this type of stuff,
so we’re working with Student Affairs, Judicial Affairs,” she said.
“For now, we’re working with the
WKU police in some cases.”
The policy in the WKU student
handbook says “accessible communications deemed inappropriate
may lead to disciplinary action.”
Bailey, who wrote the policy,
said the university does not intend
to use the policy in a way that violates the First Amendment right to
free speech.
Bailey said he has “not been a
party to any discussion regarding
policy change.”
#Unconstitutional
Adam Goldstein, attorney advocate with the Student Press Law
Center, said the policy in the student
handbook about inappropriate communication is unconstitutional in its
current form.
“It doesn’t resemble constitutional — it’s not in the vicinity of
constitutional,” Goldstein said. “If
they think they can enforce that,
they will come to find out they’re
wrong, hopefully before they actually get to court. I don’t even know
why they would write that into the
handbook.”
Goldstein said the word “inappropriate” makes the policy unconstitutional.
“Inappropriate — that’s really where this word falls down or
where this policy falls down,” Goldstein said. “Harassment has a specific legal definition. You can’t harass
somebody, and that can exceed the
First Amendment, and you can be
punished for that.”
Goldstein said “inappropriate” is
arbitrary.
“If I say something is inappropriate, I’ve told you nothing about
it — I’ve just told you that I don’t
like it. That’s all it means,” he said.
Goldstein said that because
WKU is a public university, it can’t
make policies on what is and is not
appropriate speech.
Private universities or corporations are allowed to deem what is
appropriate because they are not
government-funded entities like
WKU, Goldstein said.
“As long as the word ‘inappropriate’ is there, that just means we’re
going to punish whatever we don’t
like, and as the government you positively cannot do that ever,” he said.
#Monitoring
In the Feb. 15 message to his
Facebook friends about responsible

use of social media, Ransdell said
WKU is watching what students
tweet.
“We, at WKU, have become
particularly conscious lately of
some who are misusing social media and using some poor judgment,”
Ransdell said. “So my message
here is ‘Be smart.’ Use social media thoughtfully; always remember
what you send is permanent and
can be viewed years from now. Employers do their homework. They
can and will track ways in which
prospective employees have used
social media. We, at WKU, track
such things as well.”
Martin, who runs the @WKU
account and Facebook accounts
for the university, said she checks
daily for tweets that use the WKU
hashtag.
“We’ve seen a lot of insensitive
comments, irresponsible comments
lately that in the event that they’re
ever seen by the wrong person, not
only is it a reflection on the university what a student might say, but
it’s also a reflection on the student,
because it’s not that hard to figure
out who students are,” Martin said.
Martin said she watches fake accounts, specifically fake athletic accounts, very closely for harassment.
“There are a lot of accounts off
campus, or you know, set up by
people that identify themselves as
being a student, or otherwise, that
we follow,” she said. “The minute
that they delve into any type of harassment, they are gone.”
Martin said her office sends
information posted online that it
deems inappropriate to Judicial Affairs.
“We don’t perform any type of
disciplinary action in here in my office,” Martin said. “Judicial Affairs
does take notice of students.”
Michael Crowe, director of Judicial Affairs, told the Herald he
has no comment regarding students
being punished because of social
media.
Martin said she does not think
students are aware of the visibility
their tweets can receive.
“Any time they use the hashtag
‘WKU,’ everyone sees it,” Martin
said.
#Trademark
@PimpRansdell, along with an
account about WKU “hoes,” were
removed from Twitter because of
a trademark policy violation WKU
claimed, Martin said.
Deborah Wilkins, Chief of Staff
and General Counsel, said the
university reported a violation to
Twitter, claiming that these parody
accounts were using WKU’s intellectual property, such as images of

Ransdell and the school.
ing to understand why someone
“We had the pimp one shut down would use his name in an embarat one time because they were using rassing way.
our marks and logos,” Wilkins said.
“…I mean, the position I hold —
Wilkins said the accounts were you can never separate from WKU.
shut down because they did not I can’t do anything in my personal
make it clear that they were not a or professional life that doesn’t in
part of the university, not because some way bring credit to or discredit
they were parody accounts.
WKU,” Ransdell said. “And so I’ve
“So as long as the website makes spent my entire life trying to bring
it clear that it’s not the person, then positive credit to WKU, and I don’t
there’s nothing that can be done appreciate someone taking liberties
about it,” Wilkins said. “But there using my name, because I think that
were some that did not make that not only is it embarrassing to me but
distinction that we’ve had discon- it’s a discredit to WKU as well.”
tinued.”
He said the university is searchGoldstein said Twitter is re- ing for ways to take down the fake
quired to immediately block access accounts.
to allegedly copyrighted material
“We’re looking into that,” he
under a law known as the Digital said. “We’re talking with a patent atMillennium Copyright Act, even if torney, and [Wilkins] is looking into
the claim is “transparently invalid it, too, for options we might have.”
like this one is.”
Goldstein said Twitter sends a
#Parody
notice to the account holder alertGoldstein said he does not think
ing them that content they are us- the university has any legal way to
ing may infringe upon trademarked get the fake accounts removed.
material. Twitter then asks the user
“There is such a long, developed
what will be done about the charge. body of law defending the constituThe @PimpRansdell account tionality of parody, I’m sure that’s
was restored but with changes to the what their attorneys will tell them,”
account, such as adding an illustra- Goldstein said. “I think there is no
tion over the face
realistic chance
of Ransdell in the
that they are goTwitter display
ing to find an
and a description
attorney that is
saying, “This is a
going to sign his
parody account. I think that if the
name on someNot
affiliated
thing arguing that
humor leaps off
with Dr. Ransshould be able to
dell or WKU.”
the page that no stop parody, cerFrank
Lotainly not a patent
Monte, Execu- reasonable person attorney, not an
tive Director of
intellectual propis going to think
the SPLC, said
erty attorney, and
WKU
cannot that the president really not any atcontrol what is
torney.”
said about it us- of a university
Parody is not
ing trademark
a new concept,
would maintain a Goldstein said.
laws.
“The trade- Twitter account
“I
mean,
mark law doesn’t
we’ve been dosay, ‘No one can like that,""
ing it since the
use your logo
Fa— Frank LoMonte Founding
or your name.’
thers,”
Goldstein
SPLC Director
It says ‘No one
said.
can use your logo or your picture
The university has deemed some
or your name in a way that causes parody accounts okay.
confusion of the public,’” LoMonte
The Big Red Tool and its Twitsaid.
ter account, @TheBigRedTool, is a
LoMonte said it seems that the good example, Martin said.
content of @PimpRansdell is clear
“I know who runs that, and it’s
enough to show that it is not an of- all in good humor,” Martin said.
ficial account.
“But when you start using these
“I think that if the humor leaps accounts to harass other students,
off the page that no reasonable per- to make comments that are racially
son is going to think that the presi- insensitive, sexually explicit, it’s badent of a university would maintain sically cyberbullying people.”
Goldstein said having an account
a Twitter account like that,” Loshut down because of harassment
Monte said.
Ransdell said he has not read the would be very difficult to prove.
“There’s no way a parody Twitfake accounts but has been briefed
about them. Ransdell said he is try- ter account could be considered

harassment,” Goldstein said. “Not
within the legal definition. I mean,
harassment would have to be like
an ongoing series of activities that
so substantially interferes with the
person’s regular activities that they
can’t continue to do their work.
“I refuse to accept that the president of an institution like Western
Kentucky University could have
that thin of a skin. I refuse to envision Dr. Ransdell sitting under his
desk and crying because people on
the Internet were mean to him.”
#Punishment
Parody accounts are not the only
targets of the university social media crackdown. Students who use
the WKU hashtag or any words
trademarked by the university are
not safe from the backlash.
Ransdell said WKU is working
with social media websites to get
crude or racist remarks, including
hashtagged trademarked words like
WKU, removed from those sites.
“We’re working with Facebook
and Twitter to get those removed,
because that is copyrighted — we
hold the rights to WKU, and nobody can use that in ways that we
don’t approve,” Ransdell said.
Ransdell said they would consider disciplinary actions for students
who use the hashtag irresponsibly.
“You know, again, sometimes
it’s hard to identify. But yes, if we
can identify who is doing this, then
absolutely that is an option that we
would take seriously,” Ransdell
said.
Goldstein said this is not an option that the university has legally.
“The ownership of a trademark
doesn’t create the right to stop people from using it ever — it’s only
the right to use it in trade,” Goldstein said. “I can’t set up a university
that’s got the initials ‘WKU,’ I can’t
start selling WKU T-shirts without
their permission, but I can say anything I want to about WKU.”
Unless what you are saying is
libelous, the First Amendment protects speech, he said.
“But in terms of can you be punished merely on the basis that they
didn’t like what they said? No, you
can’t be punished for that,” he said.
“That would be blatantly unconstitutional.”
LoMonte said the university
would have to point to a rule under
which they could punish a student,
and then the question would be if
the rule is constitutional.
“If the rule says something like
‘inappropriate speech or uncivil
speech or unwatched speech is punishable by the school,’ then that’s
not a constitutional right,” LoMonte
said.
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WKU students prepare for Oklahoma!
By ANNA ANDERSON
diversions@wkuherald.com

The
sounds
of
stomping cowboy boots
and the swishing of
long, ruffled skirts filled
the rehearsal space in
Gordon Wilson Hall the
night of Feb. 14.
WKU students, clad
in a bizarre mix of
street clothes and costumes, were preparing
for the WKU Theatre
& Dance Department’s
upcoming production
of “Oklahoma!”
Jeremy Benton, the
director for this show,
said the popular original script has undergone some changes.
“It’s probably the
most-done musical,” he
said.
Benton, a WKU
alumnus who has since
performed on Broadway, said this version
of “Oklahoma!” is
more modernized.
He said most productions of the show
have an old-fashioned
tempo, one that doesn’t
necessarily mesh with a
modern audience.
“People’s attention
spans are kind of different now,” Benton said.
In an age of YouTube and fast-paced

films, Benton wants
“Oklahoma!” to go
with the times.
“I hesitated to cut
any iconic memories,”
he said. “I just wanted
to massage the way it
flows.”
Louisville freshman
Will Linder said one of
the changes in this particular show pertains to
the age of the characters.
Linder said that
in the film version of
“Oklahoma!” the main
roles were in their mid20s. Under Benton’s direction, the characters
have become younger
and less experienced in
love.
Bowling Green senior Will Meredith said
the more mechanical
aspects of the production have also undergone changes.
Meredith, who plays
Andrew Carnes in the
show and is also the
assistant director, said
both the promotional poster and the set
pieces are indicative of
change.
“We’re doing more
with less,” he said.
Neither visual contains the brightly painted cornfields traditionally associated with

“Oklahoma!” Meredith
said.
Benton said the minimalist set design also
lends to quicker scene
changes, which helps
to keep the show fastpaced and lively.
When
casting
“Oklahoma!”
earlier
this semester, Benton
also made the decision
to downsize.
“The audience will
remember every person
on the stage,” he said.
Benton said the cast
is a large ensemble
with feature roles, instead of a few roles and
a chorus of nameless
faces.
The ensemble is
made up of students
with various experiences and talents, Benton
said. Some, like Meredith, have devoted a lot
of time to the theater
and plan to pursue it in
the future.
Others, like Linder,
are making their theater
debuts in “Oklahoma!”
Linder is currently majoring in Music Performance, Biology and
Cultural Anthropology.
Another newcomer
to the WKU stage is
Nashville senior Allison Quaintance.
Quaintance, along
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The cast of “Oklahoma!” performs their first run-through of the entire show at rehearsal Thursday
night.

with other dancers, take part in the
dream sequence at
the end of the first
act. She said dance is
an important part of
“Oklahoma!”
“It helps to tell the
story better,” she said.
Benton said he has
enjoyed working with
the other departments.
“It is all hands on
deck for this show,”
he said, “which I
love.”

If you go: Oklahoma!
Show Times:
■ Friday, Feb. 24 in Van Meter Auditorium, 8:00 to 10:00
p.m.
■ Saturday, Feb. 25 in Van Meter Auditorium, 8:00 to 10:00
p.m.
■ Sunday, Feb. 26 in Van Meter Auditorium, 3:00 to 5:00
p.m.
Tickets cost $12 for students and $15 for adults.
For more information, contact Doris Patrick: doris.patrick@
wku.edu

Course evals to be done online starting this fall
By NATALIE HAYDEN
news@wkuherald.com

Student course evaluations will be
done online beginning this fall after a
vote from WKU’s University Senate on
Thursday.
“There are really two different issues, two different aspects of course
evaluation,” said Doug McElroy, associate vice president of Enrichment
and Effectiveness. “In a sense of this
resolution, one is the instrument, that
is, the questions that are asked on the
assessment. The other, and really the
starting point of this whole resolution,
is the delivery mechanism.”
Faculty at WKU have been disappointed with the current evaluation
method for some time, said Guy Jordan, assistant professor of art.
“[The current method] has never
been tested for validity or reliability
in any sort of statistical or scientific
way,” he said. “It doesn’t take into account the psychometrics of surveys and
all of that stuff that is usually done in a

very sophisticated way.”
The new method will be more reliable because it can tie students’ responses with their grades. While the
identity of the student will still be protected, knowing their grade can help
determine if the student is biased in
their evaluation or not, Jordan said.
“Is this criticism just somebody who
is flaming their professor they don’t
like because they’re not doing well and
they have a grudge, or is it a student
that is a good student who is legitimately concerned about the quality of
the class?” Jordan said.
The new program will also allow
customized questions. As with Student
Input To Effectiveness (SITE), the current system of evaluation, there will be
a core set of questions that are university-wide. However, the online system
would allow for additional questions
by college, department, course, course
section or instructor, McElroy said.
They could also be routed in different
ways.
“For example, a faculty member

could choose to add some questions to
get information to help them improve
the course,” McElroy said. “These added items could be returned only to the
faculty member and so would’ve been
a part of their evaluation. They would
be truly formative — they could use it
to improve the course.”
Another advantage is that professors
will see their evaluations more quickly.
Now, teachers don’t see their results
until about halfway through the next
semester. For teachers teaching the
same courses the next semester, it’s too
late to make any changes, Jordan said.
Student Government Association
could also add questions to the survey.
Jordan said he sent an email to SGA
President Billy Stephens, but has not
heard back. Stephens told the Herald
that the executive board has not yet
discussed the matter.
Next year, the SITE evaluation will
still be used. It will just be online rather
than with pencil and paper. The following year, SITE will be used in addition
to piloting a number of public domain

instruments. Some courses will test
different instruments, but which classes are going to be using which new
instrument has yet to be determined,
Jordan said.
While student response rate is expected to remain about the same, incentives for responses have been considered, specifically letting students see
their grades earlier, Jordan said. There
has also been talk of drawings or not
allowing students to see their grades at
all until their evaluations are done.
An amendment added to the resolution at Thursday’s Senate meeting
stated that nothing will be implemented without being brought to the Senate
again.
“There are quite a lot of things to
work out,” McElroy said. “I don’t
think there will be any problems that
we can’t address, but we do need to
talk through some of those things.”
For more information, the Academic Quality committee’s report can be
found on the University Senate website.

Counseling Center to host third annual conference
By HAYLEY HILBERT
news@wkuherald.com

The WKU Counseling and
Testing Center will host its third
annual spring conference this
Friday from 8:30 a.m. until 2
p.m. in DUC room 301B.
The theme of the conference
is “Looking for Trouble: Identifying Potential Threat in College
Students.”
The conference will be of
special interest to mental health

providers, psychologists, student
affair professionals, educators
and related fields, according to
the Counseling and Testing Center’s website. However, the conference is open to anyone, said
Karl Laves, assistant director of
the Counseling and Testing Center.
“Most of the people who
have registered are from WKU,”
Laves said. “This includes advisers, as well as individuals who
are a part of student life, Greek

life, residence life and more.”
The conference is a day-long
series of workshops designed to
allow mental health and education professionals to explore how
to provide the safest environment for their customers, and/
or students and their personnel,
according to the Counseling and
Testing Center’s website.
“We will have two speakers this year,” Laves said. “Dr.
Richard James, who will present
an evaluation program that may

be used at the public school and
university levels, and Dr. Brian
Van Brunt, who will lead a discussion on ‘silos.’ The third and
final session will focus on how
clinicians work with higher-risk
clients.”
The cost of attendance for
the event is $35 for students and
$75 for faculty and professionals, according to the conference
registration form. The deadline
to register for the conference has
been extended from Feb. 10 to

Feb. 22, according to Julia Johnson, an office associate at the
Counseling and Testing Center
who is in charge of registration
for the event.
“We haven’t really set a
number on how many people
we would like to have in attendance,” Johnson said. “In past
years, our attendance for the
conference has been around 30
or 40. This year, we have doubled that number, so we are very
excited.”
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Ransdell: Sun Belt in a ‘get better’ mode
By BRAD STEPHENS
sports@wkuherald.com

There are two reasons
for a conference to grow
its membership, President
Gary Ransdell said.
He said leagues can either add teams to improve
and create a more national
product, or they can add
programs to simply ride
the waves of conference
realignment.
Last week, when the
Mountain West Conference and Conference-USA
announced their intentions
to merge and create what
could become a 24-team
league, it appeared the Sun
Belt Conference could find
itself in the second category.
But after Karl Benson,

Western Athletic Conference Commissioner, was
hired to the same position with the Sun Belt on
Thursday, Ransdell said
the league won’t be scrambling to stay alive.
“We are absolutely not in
a survival mode,” Ransdell
said. “We are in a ‘get better’ mode. And that’s precisely the way Karl is going
to approach his duties.”
Benson, 60, will take
over for the retiring Wright
Waters on July 1.
He expressed desires on
his introductory teleconference to expand the Sun
Belt to at least 12 footballplaying schools.
Per current Football
Bowl Subdivision rules,
FBS leagues must have 12
football-playing members

to hold a conference championship game.
The Sun Belt currently
has nine schools playing
football at the FBS level,
with South Alabama slated
to join that group in 2013.
Ransdell said he’d like
to see the league grow to at
least 12 teams but preferably 14.
“In my opinion, there’s
no reason why the Sun
Belt Conference cannot
rise, in a reasonable time,
to a level of strength that
would be at the top of what
we currently know as the
non-(automatic qualifying) conferences,” he said.
Benson wouldn’t speculate on specific schools
that would be on the Sun
Belt’s wish list.
He did, however, say

teams that are currently at
an FBS level and lie within
the league’s current geographical footprint would
be given
first priority.
Following
that form u l a ,
AlabamaBirmingKarl Benson
h
a m ,
New Sun Belt
S
o
u
thern
Commissioner
Mississippi, Louisiana Tech, Rice
and Tulane could all be
logical targets for Benson.
“All you have to do is
look at a map to see the
current FBS schools that
aren’t members of the Sun
Belt that would meet that
criteria,” he said on Thurs-

Fans glad to be at ‘The Nick’ on
baseball Opening Weekend
By JORDAN WELLS
sports@wkuherald.com

WKU fans had different reasons to
brace chilly weather this weekend and
watch the Toppers during a three-game
home set against Toledo.
An average of 739 fans showed up
to Nick Denes Field on Friday afternoon and again for a Saturday doubleheader to see WKU go 1-2 in its first
home series since last May.
Justin Hogue, 25, from Okeana,
Ohio, and senior Matt Vogel, from Corydon, Ind., enjoyed Saturday’s twin
billing from the third-base deck.
Hogue, a graduate assistant with the
team’s strength and conditioning staff,
said he sees the players working out
almost every day and came out to the
field to see them in action.
“I’ve got to lead them a couple of
times through workouts,” Hogue said.
“They are very motivated — a great
group of guys. It should be an exciting
year for them.”
Vogel said he was in attendance because he likes supporting WKU sports,
but he especially enjoys the social atmosphere of baseball.

“Especially when it’s nice weather,
it’s a great way to spend time with
friends,” he said.
Mark Walker, a senior from Brentwood, Tenn., also watched the Toppers
from the third-base deck.
Walker said he was interested to
see how WKU’s new squad looked
after the loss of several players to
the MLB draft, notably former center fielder Kes Carter, who was taken
No. 56 overall in June’s draft by the
Tampa Bay Rays.
“Most of the guys I knew graduated or got drafted like Kes, but I’m still
looking forward to watching (senior
third baseman) Casey Dykes this season,” he said. “Casey went to a crosstown rival high school of mine. He’s a
great player.”
While the atmosphere down the
third-base line on Saturday seemed
business as usual for WKU fans, some
down the first base line were unusually
reserved.
Several members from WKU’s
Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity viewed
the game from the first base deck, rooting on the Toppers but missing brother,
Brad Boling.

Boling, a Bowling Green senior,
passed away Friday morning from unknown causes.
Bowling Green senior Austin Reed,
an SAE brother of Boling, said coming
out to the game on Saturday is something Boling would’ve liked him to do.
“It’s definitely different without
him here,” Reed said. “Brad loved to
support his Toppers. These next few
days are going to be rough, but it will
slowly get better.”
As for the current season, Reed said
he’s most excited about WKU hosting
the Sun Belt Conference Tournament
at Bowling Green Ballpark on May 2327.
The downtown stadium serves as
home of the Bowling Green Hot Rods,
the Rays’ Single-A Midwest League affiliate. The Toppers have hosted a few
midweek games in the downtown ballpark in the last two years, going a combined 3-0 in games against Kentucky
and Louisville.
“I know we lost a few great players from last year, but with the tournament being in Bowling Green this year,
I think we’ve got a great shot,” Reed
said.

day. “…The message that
the Sun Belt wants to
make today is the Sun Belt
will be, and could be, an
attractive landing spot for
any current FBS member
in the footprint.”
Benson has plenty of
experience dealing with
conference
realignment
and has found himself on
both ends of that spectrum
during his tenure with the
WAC, which began in
1994.
He played a part in the
league growing to 16 teams
in 1996, becoming the largest conference in NCAA
Division-I athletics.
But Benson saw half the
WAC’s members leave in
1999 to form the Mountain
West Conference, which,
along with the CUSA, has

repeatedly raided the WAC
of programs in years since.
With Hawaii, Fresno
State and Nevada all
scheduled to leave the
WAC for the Mountain
West, the WAC has been
reduced to just five football playing schools.
Athletics Director Ross
Bjork said he’s not concerned with the WAC’s
membership
retention
problems following Benson to the Sun Belt.
“I think Karl has actually allowed his league to
survive longer than maybe it should have,” Bjork
said. “What he’s done to
hold things together... I
think that’s a benefit to
our conference that he
knows how it works, both
ways.”

■ SPORTS BRIEF
Lady Toppers back home after
37-point loss
WKU will host Sun Belt Conference foe Arkansas State at 7:30 p.m.
on Wednesday in Diddle Arena.
The Lady Toppers (8-18, 5-9 Sun
Belt) are coming home after a 70-33
loss to South Alabama on Saturday at
the Mitchell Center in Mobile, Ala.,
in their final road game of the year.
The 33 points scored by WKU
on Saturday was the team’s lowest
single-game total since losing 6532 to Belmont in 1974. WKU shot
just 26.5 percent on Saturday, turned
the ball over 28 times and scored 11
points in the second half.
With the loss, WKU is locked into
the East Division No. 5-seed for the
upcoming Sun Belt Tournament.
— Brad Stephens
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HARPER

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

As WKU’s season progressed and
the losses began to mount, fans were
clamoring for Harper to replace McDonald.
The fans saw a coach who had won at
every level he had coached. In nine seasons at KWC Harper made the Panthers
a perennial powerhouse in Division II
and won two national championships
along with five runner-up finishes.
While at Oklahoma City University,
Harper won two NAIA national championships with one runner-up finish.

FANS

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Haper has advanced to nine
national championship games
in a 12-season head coaching
career.
“He has had teams play in nine
national championship games.
There’s his resume right there,”
Pickens said. “I mean, this is not
high school stuff. These are college-level championships.”

Still, Harper’s resume drew the ire
of some.
Harper was at the helm at KWC
when several athletic programs were
sanctioned by the NCAA and the school
was cited for “lack of institutional control.” The NCAA found that two players from KWC’s 2002-2003 national
runner-up team were ineligible, and the
Panthers were forced to vacate their
Great Lakes Valley Conference championship and their runner-up finish.
When Harper was named the interim coach, he acknowledged what happened while at KWC, but said anyone
who has read the case understands the
full dynamic of it, and added that he

WKU season-ticket holder
Brad Hogan pointed to Harper’s
history in Division II and NAIA
as a sign of things to come with
the Toppers.
“The guy is going to wind
up in the Hall of Fame someday
for what he’s done in the past,”
Hogan said. “This should have
been done about six years ago.
He should have been our coach
before Horn.”
Pickens thinks the hire was the
smart move for WKU for more
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wasn’t concerned about it.
Bjork said he felt the same way, and that
he looked at Harper simply as a winner.
On Monday, Bjork and Ransdell reiterated that sentiment.
Most of all, they saw the renewed
excitement in the program.
“We observed the dedication,”
Ransdell said. “We saw this arena become full again. We saw our students
breathed energy into the program that
we hadn’t seen for a couple years. We
saw a renewed focus and a determination and a skill.”
Harper’s new contract will pay him
$375,000 with incentives for academics, attendance and NCAA Tournament

reasons than just his history.
He said Harper, a Greenville
native, used to say that coaching
the Toppers was his “dream job,”
and thinks the coach is likely to
stay in Bowling Green even if he
becomes successful.
“Really, for the first time
since Jim Richards left the program at the end of the 19771978 team, this hire is going
to be for more than four or five
years,” Pickens said. “All the
people in between, some of

appearances that will take effect on
April 1.
Harper said he plans to work hard to
earn every penny of that by restoring
WKU’s tradition-rich program.
“Our plan is to give you a basketball
program that you could be proud of —
that each time you watch them you’ll
say ‘that’s my team,’” Harper said to
the fans. “They play hard, they’re entertaining. But one thing we’ll say
about them is that they’ve played as
hard as they can play.
“We’re going to finish this season
up. I don’t have a five-year plan, I
don’t have a three-year plan, I have a
‘now’ plan.”

them had great success, some
of them not so great, but they
were all there for three to five
years, and then they were out.
Ray has told me personally
that this is his dream job.”
The timing of the hiring is
also important for the program.
Recruiting will be in full swing
in coming months, and it could
have been difficult to attract recruits while also trying to hire a
head coach.
Hogan thinks the university

PICTURE

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

But Bjork wanted to go above and beyond some official statements.
He wanted to show “#HilltopperNation” that Harper was his guy, and that
he was going to have an arm of support
around him and the rest of the Topper basketball program.
So he got out a camera (or camera
phone, we’re not sure), said “cheese” and
snapped a picture.
Just like that, Bjork had wedded himself to his new hire, in a way he couldn’t
have through a press release.
He kept quiet about the coaching search
for the last month and a half, declining to
comment on or off the record about who
McDonald’s replacement would be.
In the meantime, many fans fell in love
with Harper, who had a revitalizing, Carter-to-Reagan effect on much of the fanbase
after the doldrums of the McDonald years.
His team ran faster, played harder and for
the most part looked more like a WKU basketball team than they did under McDonald.
But a lot of us wondered what else was
out there.
Bjork promised a nationwide search
for a new head coach, yet hired a man
who’s lived most of his life within a 75mile radius of Bowling Green.

made the right call hiring Harper
now, for the sake of the program on
the recruiting trail this spring and
on the court in coming seasons.
“With everybody starting
their state tournaments here
in the next 30 to 45 days, this
should lock that part down and
get us where we need to be,”
Hogan said. “He’s got the recipe
for success. If he’ll just run the
program the way it’s supposed to
be run, everything else will take
care of itself.”

Could he have found a young up-andcoming an assistant, like Butler found in
Brad Stevens?
Could he have found a former power
conference head coach looking to get back
in the game, like fellow Sun Belt Conference school Florida Atlantic found in former St. John’s coach Mike Jarvis?
We’ll never know, because Bjork
went with the safe, familiar choice in
Harper.
That’s not to say Harper isn’t a good hire.
Anyone who’s won four championships across various levels of basketball,
which Harper has done, obviously knows
a thing or two about the sport.
And players love him.
To see that, search Youtube for the video from Sunday where Harper’s hiring is
announced to the team, and see the bear
hug junior guard Jamal Crook gave his
new head coach.
The Toppers have found a guy genuinely excited to be at WKU that can both
win games and connect with fans.
But whether the new coach wins big or
flames out, Bjork has wedded himself to
Harper with one snapshot.
Years from now, people won’t have to
wonder who made the call to hire Harper,
and who was responsible for his successes
and failures.
They’ll just have to find the picture and
look at the smiling guy standing to his left.
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Toppers salvage series finale in first weekend
By KURT CARSON
sports@wkuherald.com

WKU stumbled out of the gates
on Opening Weekend at Nick
Denes Field.
The Toppers (1-2) fell to Toledo
5-2 in their opener on Friday and
lost the first game of a doubleheader on Saturday 7-6.
The two losses were characterized by a quiet WKU offense and
shaky releif pitching.
But the bats finally came to life
for WKU in the second game of the
doubleheader and helped the Toppers earn their first victory of the
season, 9-3.
Head Coach Matt Myers said
he finally saw the execution he had
wanted to see all series long in the
last game.
“I told the guys that was what I
wanted to see from day one,” Myers said. “It took a couple of games
to get the jitters out, but we played
loose, we executed better — you
saw the way we ran the bases and
we played free.
“That’s what I wanted the guys

to do — to turn it loose.”
Senior second baseman Ivan
Hartle went 7-for-14 over the
weekend, recording three doubles,
a triple and three RBI.
Meanwhile senior center fielder
Jared Andreoli went 5-for-9 with
two RBI and four runs scored on
Saturday after being held hitless on
Opening Day.
“It’s early in the year, and that’s
the kind of things you want to see,”
Andreoli said of the win in the series finale. “We didn’t give up at all,
and we kept battling.
“That’s only going to help us
later in the year. It’s not necessarily how you start — it’s how you
finish.”
Louisville freshman left-handed
pitcher Ian Tompkins said the offensive spark gave him the motivation he needed to earn the win in his
first college start.
“All my teammates were telling
me, ‘Just get us a scoreless first inning and we’ll be right behind you,’
and they were,” Tompkins said.
“They got one in the first and two
in the second and it was smooth

sailing from there.”
The bullpen then finished on a
high note after turning in poor performances over the first two games,
allowing just one run on three hits
over four innings.
It was a far different result than
the first two games, during which
the Toppers’ bullpen allowed a
combined seven runs to cross the
plate in just five innings.
“I’ve said all along the bullpen is my biggest concern,” Myers said. “Not that we don’t have
enough guys to do it, but it’s getting
the experience.”
Sophomore right-hander Justin
Hageman and junior left-hander
Tim Bado, WKU’s scheduled Saturday and Sunday starting pitchers, are dealing with injuries that
kept them out of the weekend series.
With the rotation not quite
set the way it was intended to
be, Myers said he’s unsure who
will start the Toppers next game
when they take on Tennessee, his
alma mater, at 2 p.m. on Tuesday
at Lindsey Nelson Stadium in

JABIN E. BOTSFORD/HERALD

Junior catcher Ryan Huck reacts after tagging out a Toledo player in the
first game of a doubleheader Saturday at Nick Denes Field. WKU lost 7-6
but came back to win the final game of the weekend series.

Knoxville, Tenn.
He said most likely they’ll use a
pitcher-by-committee type system
with the starter going no more than
one or two innings and five or six
pitchers taking the mound over the
course of the game.
Myers did say there was a good
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chance Hageman would get some
work in pitching at some point in
the game.
“It’s an unbelievable challenge
any time you have an SEC opponent at their place,” Myers said.
“We’re going down there to focus.
These guys are ready.”
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New men’s basketball head coach Ray Harper speaks at a pep rally to announce his hiring Monday in Diddle Arena.

Harper-Mania
Harper emotional when introduced as head coach
By COLE CLAYBOURN
sports@wkuherald.com

He laughed, joked a little bit, then rallied the jubilant
Diddle Arena crowd. Then when the moment sank in,
Ray Harper began to tear up.
As President Gary Ransdell put it, the Bremen native
had completed a journey.
The former Kentucky Wesleyan College head coach,
who grew up wanting to play for WKU, was right where
he said he always wanted to be. With an introduction
from the public address announcer and the band playing the fight song, Harper was officially introduced as
WKU’s 14th head coach at a pep rally on Monday night
in front of hundreds of cheering fans.
“We’re going to return this program to its championship stature, a place its been before and a place we’re
going back to,” Harper said. The difference is once we
get there, we’re not going anywhere.”

Harper took over as interim head coach on Jan. 6 after former coach Ken McDonald was fired. Since then,
WKU has posted a 4-7 record, with home attendance
higher than it has been all season. The four home games
under Harper have accounted for the four highest home
crowds this season.
Ransdell said the six weeks since Harper took over
were an audition.
Still, Athletics Director Ross Bjork and Ransdell said
they conducted a national search. It was a job that many
people “coveted.”
But Bjork said he found his answer right under his nose.
“We analyzed a lot of information, but one man stood
out,” Bjork said. “It became apparent who that later had
to be and who that individual was to take us with a new
voice. He was actually friendly, and he was familiar and
he was right down the hall.”

We’re going to return this
program to its championship stature, a place its
been before and a place
we’re going back to. The
difference is once we get
there, we’re not going anywhere."
—RAY HARPER
WKU Head Coach

SEE HARPER, PAGE 10

Harper’s hire praised
by fans, colleagues
By LUCAS AULBACH

COLUMN

Bjork weds his
legacy to Harper
with a snapshot
By BRAD STEPHENS

sports@wkuherald.com

sports@wkuherald.com

When Ray Harper took
over as interim head coach
of the WKU men’s basketball team earlier this season,
fans responded by filling the
stands.
The announcement on
Sunday that he had been
hired to coach the team
full-time has many fans in a
similar state of excitement.
Jim Pickens, who covered Harper over the course
of his nine-year career at
Kentucky Wesleyan for the
Owensboro Messenger-Inquirer, said hiring the coach
was the smartest move
WKU could have made.
“I think that they got the
best available coach in the
country,” Pickens said.
He wasn’t alone in that
sentiment. Gerald Edds,
donor to the university and
basketball
season-ticket
holder, was excited for everyone involved.
“I’m excited for Ray

DOROTHY EDWARDS/HERALD

Ray Harper’s mother, Katherine Harper of Bremen (right), cheers as Ray Harper enters E.A.
Diddle Arena during the pep rally to introduce Ray Harper as the new head coach of the WKU
men’s basketball team Monday.

Harper, and I’m excited for
Western,” he said. “If Ray
Harper continues his record
of success, he will go down
as one of Western’s great
coaches.”
Much of the excitement
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over Harper’s hiring comes Oklahoma City for three
from his history. Harper years, winning two nationcoached at Division II al championships at each
school Kentucky Wesleyan school.
for nine years and at National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics school SEE FANS, PAGE 10

A smile-for-the-camera, arm-around-the-new-coach
Twitpic from the catacombs of Diddle Arena — how else
would you expect Ross Bjork to announce his new men’s
basketball coach?
WKU’s athletics director has
become the “Twitter AD” during
his two years in Bowling Green,
using social media to announce
attendance campaigns, stump for
bowl berths and even directly
communicate with fans and students.
So when it came time to announce the anticipated promoSTEPHENS
tion of interim Head Coach Ray BRAD
Upon Further Review
Harper to the full-time position, sports@wkuherald.com
Bjork did what he does. He took
to Twitter.
At 3 p.m. on Sunday, Bjork tweeted a picture of himself and Harper standing side by side, with the message
“#HilltopperNation welcome your new #WKU basketball coach. Congrats Coach Harper!”
The hiring could’ve been announced in the same
manner as former coach Ken McDonald’s firing was,
with an athletic department press release.
SEE PICTURE, PAGE 10
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