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MARCH RAISES AWARENESS | PAGE 5B

Presidential
spot open in
SGA election
Bryan now unopposed
for executive VP
By MIKE STUNSON
news@chherald.com

DANNY GUY/HERALD

WKU faculty member Beverly Fulkerson holds up a ball of plastic yarn made from shopping bags that she is crocheting into a sleeping mat
intended to be given to a homeless person in the community. Fulkerson is just one of the hundreds of local volunteers who have worked
on the project organized by Community Action. "The project is spreading," Fulkerson said. "Whether you make the yarn or crochet the
mat, people just want to be involved in helping someone in need."

From bags to bedding
Volunteers use plastic bags to make mats for homeless
By DANIEL GUY
news@chherald.com

One man’s trash becomes
more than another’s treasure in
Bowling Green, as volunteers
turn plastic grocery bags into
sleeping mats for the homeless.
The mats are made of a material called “plarn,” plastic bags
knotted into yarn-like string.
Homeless shelter options in
Bowling Green are limited to
the 54-bed-capacity Salvation
Army. So, the Retired and Senior
Volunteer Program (RSVP) at
Community Action of Southern

Kentucky is trying to help the
homeless in an unconventional
way.
The project has been developing over the last year and picked
up steam last summer, said Mike
Hall, project director for RSVP.
The balls of plarn are given to
crocheters, who make mats, usually 3-by-6 feet wide.
Many volunteers throw “Plarn
Parties,” at which they loop and
knot the string, said Leslie Talley, community services program
director at Community Action.

By CAITLIN CARTER
news@chherald.com

Although WKU’s enrollment was up by 34
students this spring as compared to spring 2010,
President Gary Ransdell insists the number
could be higher by retaining more students.
Ransdell said 25 percent of the university’s
income comes from students, and those students
who don’t return after just one or two years
bring about financial implications.
“If that number was just 800 — think of it
financially — that’s millions of dollars back in
the budget,” he said at last week’s Board of Regents Academic Affairs committee meeting.
As of March 21, 19,490 total students are
enrolled in courses at WKU, according to the
Board of Regents committee's agenda.
This number, up only 34 from last year, has
increased from spring to spring for several years
now, Registrar Frieda Eggleton said. Compared
to spring 2005, more than 2,000 additional students are enrolled.
SEE SPRING, PAGE 3A

TUES. 56˚/ 39˚

CONTACT:

■ Flatten the plastic bag to
make it look as if it was new
■ Fold it in half twice
■ Cut the ends off and cut
the remainder into four
equal strips
■ The strips will come out
as loops, and the loops are
knotted together, forming
plarn string, which is rolled
into a ball

SEE MATS, PAGE 5A

Retention is the
focus of spring
enrollment

wkuherald.com

How to make plarn

SEE SGA, PAGE 7A

Student doesn’t carry cell phone
By NATALIE WEST
diversions@chherald.com

In a world where there are iPhones,
iPads and iEverythings, Amelia Arritt
has iNothing.
The Glasgow junior has never
owned and never plans on owning a
cell phone — with the exception of
the TracFone she keeps in her car in
case of emergencies.
“It just isn’t a necessity,” Arritt
said. “I could do something much
more productive with my time.”
Arritt does have a laptop and Internet, though, only because she said it’s
needed for school.
She has a Facebook page, too and
said it’s the only way she can communicate with some people.
Arritt also has a landline phone in
her dorm to talk to family, mostly because being in college made it a little
difficult to be away from them, she said.
Above all, though, she said she
prefers to talk face to face.
“People can ignore texts and
emails, but not when you walk up to
them,” she said.
Arritt said she felt that relying on
technology for interaction is not always the best choice, as there can be
mistakes and miscommunications.

@wkuherald

WED. 70˚/ 49˚

The Student Government Association’s
spring elections begin today, and candidates
for the only contested executive race have
taken different approaches to their campaigns.
Diego Leal Ambriz, who
is facing off against Billy
Stephens for SGA president, said he’s confident in
his chances despite not visiting student organizations.
Leal Ambriz opted
to instead post flyers in
Downing University Center and create a Facebook LEAL AMBRIZ
event page. He plans to
visit student organizations
if he wins.
“I know a lot of people
on campus, and I think
they will vote for me,” Leal
Ambriz.
Stephens said he has
visited
organizations
throughout his campaign
STEPHENS
season and will continue
to do so until the election
is over.
How
“I have been talking
to students about the role to vote
I have played in SGA, as
well as talking to people Log on to
about what they want,” he TopNet
said. “I didn’t want it to just Tuesday &
be me talking to them about Wednesday
what I plan on doing.”
Stephens said he thinks
his campaigning will help him out a lot when
students cast their votes.
“It shows more ambition that I am making
the extra reach and going out and talking to
people,” Stephens said.
After Katie Stillwell dropped out of the
race Sunday due to an illness in her family,
Kendrick Bryan is running unopposed for
executive vice president.

ARMANDO SANCHEZ/HERALD

Glasgow junior Amelia Arritt waits for the bus outside Gary Ransdell Hall while
Louisville junior Kasey Bishop texts on her phone Monday afternoon. Arritt is one of
few students at WKU who chooses not to own a cell phone. "I just don’t really have
a desire to carry one around all the time ... If I really want to stay in touch with someone, I’ll go find them personally."

“Relationships between people
need to be human, not through a
phone or Internet,” she said.
The only way to truly know a person
is to spend time with them and to have
actual human interaction, Arritt said.
As a nursing major, she said she

facebook.com/wkuherald

THURS. 72˚/ 61˚

FRI. 79˚/ 63˚

visits the elderly, and she really enjoys talking with them because they
understand the art of conversation and
have a certain eloquence that people
lack today.
SEE CELL PHONE, PAGE 3A
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calendar

The Herald publishes a calendar in print every Tuesday and online every day. Submit your events to calendar@chherald.
com. Deadline for the Tuesday print calendar is noon Monday. For more events visit wkuherald.com/calendar

tuesday

friday

Noon Tunes, 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Downing
University Center patio

Baseball vs. Louisiana-Lafayette, 6 p.m., Nick
Denes Field

Softball vs. Samford, 4 p.m. and 6 p.m., WKU
Softball Complex

The Symphony presents “Brahm’s Fest,” 8
p.m., Van Meter Hall

Baseball vs. Louisville, 6 p.m., Bowling Green
Ballpark
Student Government Association senate
meeting, 5 p.m., DUC 305
April Fools' Beauty Pageant, 8 p.m., Garrett
Conference Center ballroom
Men and women will compete in drag in this
pageant sponsored by Phi Sigma Pi, with half the
proceeds going to Teach for America.

wednesday

Fill in the grid so that every column and every 3x3 box
contains the digits 1-9 with no repeats. Solutions, tips
and computer program at www.sudoku.com.

saturday
Habidash 5K and 10K race, 7 a.m. to 11 a.m.,
Kereiakes Park
Sponsored by the campus chapter of Habitat for
Humanity as a fundraiser.
Easter Egg Hunt, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., South Lawn
For ages 3 to 10

Guitar Ensemble, 7:30 p.m., fine arts center 189

Reports

Gamers Guild Meeting, 4 p.m. to 10:45 p.m., DUC
310A
Jazz Band Concert, 7:30 p.m., fine arts center 189

thursday

sunday

Noon Tunes, Noon to 1 p.m., DUC lobby

Baseball vs. Louisiana-Lafayette, 11 a.m., Nick
Denes Field

Chemistry Club, 6 to 7:30 p.m., Thompson
Complex Central Wing 425

CRIME REPORTS

Baseball vs. Louisiana-Lafayette, 3 p.m., Nick
Denes Field

Guest Speaker Frank Dobson, 6 p.m., DUC 340
Rescheduled event from Black History Month

For additional
content and
multimedia visit
us at our website

Spring Sing, 3 p.m., Diddle Arena

NPHC Organizations

■ Laura Humphries, Bowling Green, reported on April 1 that her bike was stolen
outside of the Preston Center on March
11. The value of the theft was $60.

Arrests

■ Lance Woolverton, McCormack Hall,
was arrested on April 3 for alcohol intoxication in a public place and possession of
a fake ID. He was released the same day
on a $500 cash bond.
■ Cassaundra Cornell, Columbia, was arrested on April 1 for driving under the influence and failing to have an illuminated
rear license plate. She was released the
same day on a $1,000 unsecured bond.

Greek
101
~~~~~~~~~~~

Monday, April 18th ~ 8 PM
Saturday, April 23rd ~ 1 PM
DUC 340

Come find out what greek life
can offer you and how
to get involved
*MANDATORY for all those interested
in an NPHC Greek lettered organization*

for the latest news, game coverage and photos

W KU H E RA L D.CO M

3A
Gen ed task force reevaluating curriculum
APRIL 5, 2011

By ELIZABETH BEILMAN
news@chherald.com

WKU’s general education core is being
revised by an ad hoc General Education
Task Force that could change requirements
for the first time in more than 10 years.
Larry Snyder, associate dean of Potter
College of Arts & Letters and chair of the
Task Force, said the task force is working
on a revision proposal now to be viewed
by the University Senate.
The proposal will lower the general
education required hours from 44 to 39,
making the general education core curriculum 30 hours, he said.
Snyder said the nine hours that aren’t
core curriculum are “where we can put
our mark and say this is a uniquely Western experience.”
He said general education is important
because it represents “what you value as
an institution.”

SPRING

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

While enrollment numbers have continued to grow, retention issues have
raised the eyebrows of WKU administrators, said Gordon Emslie, provost and
vice president for Academic Affairs.
On average, Emslie said more than
1,000 sophomores don’t return for
their junior year.
Ransdell said the decline in retention rates is a huge public policy issue
that needs to be addressed.
There are monetary incentives for
the university to curb the rate, but
Ransdell said WKU also has a civic responsibility.
“Dollars aside, it’s the right thing to
do,” Ransdell said.
With a total of 20,903 students enrolled during the fall 2010 semester,
WKU experienced close to 1 percent
growth in a year.
Over the last 10 years, WKU has
seen an almost 35 percent increase in
total enrollment.
In January, Ann Mead, vice president for Finance and Administration,
said that when spring enrollment num-

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD

“Your core curriculum tells to students
and faculty that this is what’s important,”
Snyder said. “This is the heart of the academic mission, because this is the only
experience that every student takes away.”
Snyder said he hopes to complete the
proposal to submit to the University Senate before the semester ends.
He said the committee would like to
have changes go into effect in fall 2012,
but 2013 is possible.
“It’s more important for us to get it
right than to get it fast,” Snyder said.
Rich Weigel, professor of history and
chair of the General Education Committee (a standing committee of the University Senate), is also on the General Education Task Force.
Weigel said his longtime involvement
in the committee will allow him to offer
insight.
“I think I have a broader knowledge
on campus,” Weigel said. “I would say

Spring enrollment
numbers:
■ 2005 — 17,181
■ 2006 — 17,310
■ 2007 — 17,846
■ 2008 — 18,039
■ 2009 — 18,775
■ 2010 — 19,456
Source: Registrar Frieda Eggleton

bers initially come in, they are always
drastically lower than the fall before.
“For several years I would panic
when I looked at the spring receipts
and think, ‘Oh my gosh, oh my gosh.
We’re going to have to have a mid-year
budget cut,’” Mead said.
She said the discrepancy between
fall and spring numbers begins to go
down once more students start trickling in, with many even enrolling the
day before spring classes begin.
But Mead said the numbers never
exceed fall enrollment, attributing
the decreased enrollment from fall to
spring to graduates and transfers.

I know our system very, very well, and I
can look at what is proposed here in that
context.”
Snyder said the general education core
is being changed for three reasons.
The first was a recommendation from
the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools, WKU’s accreditation organization.
“One of the things they pointed out
was our general education credit needed
more coherence,” Snyder said.
The second reason is to comply with a
piece of legislation that requires institutions to revise their transfer agreements
to make transfers easier, specifically with
general education courses, Snyder said.
He said Kentucky has adopted the Liberal Education and America’s Promise, or
LEAP, initiative to model the general education core after.
According to the LEAP initiative, essential learning outcomes are based on

CELL PHONE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“They don’t talk at you,” Arritt said.
“They talk with you.”
And, with her profession, Arritt said
being able to communicate effectively
is a must.
“I wouldn’t want a robot taking care
of me,” she said.
Arritt said she recently purchased
the TracFone for her car, because she
did see some value in having it for
emergency situations.
“I don’t hardly know how to turn it
on,” she said.
Arritt said the only real advantage of
having a phone was if her car were to
break down or if she were to go on a big
trip, she said. Otherwise, Arritt said she
doesn’t carry the TracFone around.
One time when her phone was
actually on, she said it kept buzzing and
she thought, “What is it trying to tell
me?”
Arritt said she doesn’t feel like she is
missing anything by not having a phone
at all times and that it has never been a
problem.
“I’m not bothered by constant
annoying rings and vibrations,” she
said.

four key principles: knowledge of human cultures and the physical and natural world, intellectual and practical skills,
personal and social responsibility, and integrative and applied learning.
“This is the heart of the new transfer
agreement and something we’re committed to,” Snyder said.
The third reason the general education
core is being changed is because he said
it hasn’t been revised for 12 or 13 years.
Snyder said he isn’t sure if the proposal will only affect incoming students
or not. But he said nothing new would put
current students at a disadvantage.
He said his goal is to make general education a more integral part of the learning experience.
“General education is not something
that you just get out of the way,” Snyder
said. “We are not training folks just for
their first career. We are educating them
for a lifetime of success.”
Getting in contact with her friends
isn’t a problem, either, Arritt said. She
said she sees most of her friends every
day in the nursing program, and she also
goes to the WKU Wesley Foundation,
the Methodist campus ministry, where
she can talk to other friends.
Elizabethtown
junior
Lauren
Bretz said she chats with Arritt at the
Wesley Foundation once a week or
she communicates with her through
Facebook.
“It’s totally functional to do things
without a cell phone,” Bretz said.
Another of Arritt’s friends, Albany
senior Shelly York, said that she usually
calls Arritt’s landline phone or posts on
her Facebook.
“It sometimes takes a while to get a
hold of her,” she said.
York, who studied abroad for a
month in January and had to do without
a phone, said it was hard for her to be
totally disconnected.
Arritt said having a cell phone is a
personal choice, and it doesn’t bother
her if others have them.
Her pet peeve, though, is walking
into a room of people where everyone is
on their phone.
“It’s not good manners,” she said.
“They have their place at the right time
and right situation.”

Wouldn’t

You

Like To
Know?
Like a photo you see in the Herald? Buy it:

prints.wkuherald.com
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"Congress shall make no law
... abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press ..."
FIRST AMENDMENT, U.S. CONSTITUTION
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Something on your mind?
Let it out. E-mail us at
opinion@chherald.com.

DENISE SMITH
Louisville
sophomore

"I try to ﬁnd jobs and ways
to manage my money, but it
seems to just disappear when
you're in college."

KENDALL
WANSLEY
Former WKU
student

Let them eat...
Students should have the right to choose when to use meal plans
THE ISSUE: The restrictions on how many meal plans a student can use daily may lead to them wasting their money.
OUR STANCE: Students pay for their meal plans and should
have the freedom to use them any way they choose.
As university policy dictates, freshmen who are required to live
on campus must purchase a meal plan of 10, 14 or 19 meals per
week for the academic year. However, despite the number of meals
they are entitled to, they can only use four swipes a day.
Though the Restaurant and Catering Group argues that the policy benefits students by managing their meal plans, meal plans are
bought with students’ money and should be used at the individual’s
discretion, even if they run out before the end of the week.
A part of the college experience is learning to be independent
and gaining more responsibility. Allowing students to have unlimited meal plan use will give them practice in budgeting and decision-making. There are no dorm-wide wake-up calls or laundry
services because students don’t need babysitters. Managing their
food should be thought of the same way.
Aside from the lessons that could be gained, there are simple
factors that should be considered.
In many instances, students have guests for the week; their
younger siblings or friends from other schools may visit during
their breaks. Or, students who live in dorms that do not close might
spend more time on campus during holidays. In any case, though

students can get four guest passes a semester, some days may call
for more frequent meal plan use.
Oppositely, if a student needs to go out of town during the middle of the week, their remaining meals go to waste because they
can’t use them all before they leave, nor is there a rollover option.
Some professors cancel classes before holidays or breaks, giving
students the chance to leave early, which also could cause meals
to go unused.
Those things are not factored into the meal plan requirements,
though they are very common. And since the meal plans are purchased at the beginning of the semester, WKU still gets the income, leaving only the student at a loss.
The Herald suggests that meal plan use be unlimited during
the week, especially since the faculty and staff meal plans, which
likely generate less money, have that freedom. Since WKU will
not lose any money by allowing unlimited use, there is no viable
reason to have such a rule in place.
Under the current restrictions, students can’t use meal plans
for snacking during long days of classes and all-nighters, treating
their visitors or even sharing their meal plan with a friend who
might really need it.
This editorial represents the majority opinion of the Heraldʼs
10-member editorial board.

"I still read the Herald, but it
needs more diversity. It's easy
for people to be intimidated
by something different than
them, but there are so many
cultures on campus that
should be covered."

RICHARD HENG
Bowling Green
freshman,
WKU Coed
Squad

"Cheerleaders are underappreciated. We promote our
teams, and we’re ranked sixth
in the nation but never get
recognition. The other athletes get tuition and all kinds
of help, but we don’t and the
school doesn’t take notice."

have an
opinion?
Write a letter to the editor
(250 words or less) or a
commentary (500 words
and a photo). E-mail them
to opinion@chherald.com.
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Walk spreads word about 'one day without shoes'
By AARON FRASIER
news@chherald.com

Students will meet at 2 p.m.
Tuesday outside Cherry Hall
and proceed to walk bare-footed
down the Hill to South Lawn.
La
Grange
sophomore
Austin Wenger has planned
the walk to coincide with the
national “One Day Without
Shoes” sponsored by TOMS
Shoes. The company hopes
to raise awareness for those
in developing countries who
“must walk barefoot for miles
to school, clean water and
medical help,” according to the
event’s official website.
“It’s a two-way thing,”

MATS

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“It’s easy to be involved in
some way, even if you don’t know
how to crochet,” Talley said.
It takes an average of 500 to
700 plastic grocery bags — and
about 80 hours — to make one
plastic mat.
But the work really starts with
identifying homelessness in the
community.
“If people think they don’t
have homelessness where they
live, they do,” Talley said.
A
government-sponsored
count, called the Point-in-Time
Count, or PIT Count, revealed
more than 100 homeless, including children, in Warren County
alone.
Kentucky conducts the PIT
Count once a year in January.
Volunteers search areas where individuals typically seek shelter —
including under bridges — during
a 24-hour period. The count provides a snapshot of the homeless
community in the area.
Beverly Fulkerson, a WKU
faculty member who teaches music appreciation classes, heard
about the project and contacted
Community Action. Fulkerson

If you don’t wear
shoes for a week,
you start to see
how much you take
shoes for granted."
—AUSTIN WENGER
La Grange sophomore

Wenger said. “You experience
what it’s like to walk on grass,
mud and concrete, and people
also look at you funny and wonder why you are walking with-

loves to work with her hands and
had been looking for a way to get
involved in her community.
“I’ve been wanting a project
that wouldn’t just be for myself,
but something to feel like I was
really helping somebody,” Fulkerson said. “I’m amazed at the colors of it. It has a very mosaic look.
I love seeing it all come together.”
But the value of the mats goes
beyond the way they look.
Hall called the endeavor “the
ultimate recycling project.”
Other benefits include water resistance, mobility and re-usability,
he said.
“If it’s wet, you just shake it
off,” Hall said.
Rachel Hoge, a transfer student
from Springfield, Tenn., said she
spends a lot of time on self-serving activities such as checking her
Facebook.
“It’s hard for me to grasp that
when I went grocery shopping today, the plastic bags I threw away
could’ve served as someone’s
bed,” Hoge said. “That’s definitely
a reality check.”
Alyssa Stephens, an intern for
Community Action, has been working with RSVP. Stephens wants to
use her sociology background to
help write grants and carry out strategic planning for nonprofits.

out shoes. So you can tell them
about TOMS and raise awareness.”
TOMS Shoes was founded
by Blake Mycoskie in 2006
after he went on a trip to Argentina and saw children walking around with no shoes on.
Mycoskie made a commitment
when starting his company that
for every pair of shoes he sold,
he would give a pair to a child
in need.
Wenger bought his first pair
of TOMS last summer and discovered the company did campus clubs, so he decided to start
one and “head up this whole
movement.”
“If you don’t wear shoes for

a week, you start to see how
much you take shoes for granted,” Wenger said.
Aside from One Day Without Shoes, Wenger has other
ideas for club activities in the
future. He’s planning a “Style
Your Sole” party for people to
decorate their TOMS shoes,
and he also plans to get the
TOMS Shoes documentary
screened.
“We are still growing,”
Wenger said. “Right now it’s
going to be a lot of planning.”
Glasgow junior John Alexander is one of the members that
has joined the club. Alexander said he got his first pair of
TOMS for his birthday last year.

“TOMS doesn’t do much advertising, so this is a good way
to help out,” he said.
Alexander participated in
One Day Without Shoes last
year and said he’s hoping for
a bigger turnout this year — as
well as the exposure on campus
that comes with it.
“I was out with Austin on
campus the other day, and we
saw a person with TOMS on that
didn’t even know that buying a
pair got a pair given away,” Alexander said.
Wenger, Alexander and the
rest of the club plan to walk
down the Hill to South Lawn
and play sports such as football,
soccer and frisbee barefoot.

DANNY GUY/HERALD

Beverly Fulkerson typically crochets the mat for a few hours every night as she sits in her living room watching
television. She has put about 10 hours into it so far, and it will take approximately 80 hours to complete the
mat. "No matter if I’m watching TV or whatever, I need to be doing something, and on top of that, it’s great to
feel like I’m helping someone beside myself."

Stephens said they don’t often
hear back from the recipients of
the mats because the homeless are
so transient.
“Right now we just have to

trust that they are making their
lives just a little bit better,” Stephens said.
Plastic bags can be donated to
Community Action at any of its

RSVP sites in Allen, Barren, Warren, Logan and Simpson counties.
For more information on plarn
and Community Action, call (270)
842-5735.

OPEN HOUSE

PICK UP AN APPLICATION · TOUR THE NEW BUILDING · MEET THE STAFF · REFRESHMENTS PROVIDED

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD & TALISMAN

APRIL 13th · 2pm to 3:30pm · ACROSS FROM MMTH

Applications due April 19th!
POSITIONS OPEN...
News, Sports, Features, Copy Editing, Page Design, Graphic Design,
Cartooning, Photographers, Photo editing, Online manager, Ad Sales,
Ad Production, Online Ad Manager, Promotions Manager, Ad Production
Manager, Classifieds, and MORE!
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Students ‘working with nature’ at garden
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By KATHERINE WADE
news@chherald.com

Students are getting the chance to exercise their green thumb at the University Farm’s student garden.
A course taught through the WKU
Institute for Citizenship and Social Responsibility teaches students about aspects of sustainable and organic gardening such as plant science, soil health,
and pest, water and time management,
according to the ICSR website.
The class, called Growing Sustainably in the Student Garden, is taught by
WKU Sustainability Coordinator Christian Ryan-Downing.
Ryan-Downing said WKU has an acre
and a half for the garden, which it's trying to develop for future students to use
as well. There’s an orchard with blueberries, blackberries and strawberries, and
a plot currently being groomed for seasonal vegetables.
They do not use any pesticides in the
garden, Ryan-Downing said.
Louisville senior Hannah Morris, a
member of the class, said she loves getting to take a break from regular classes
and spend the day in the dirt.
“It just feels really good to be outside,” Morris said. “There is something
primal and rewarding in learning how to
use the land respectively. I think people
are drawn to it because you are working
with nature in a beautiful way.”
Ryan-Downing said Morris was the
one who came up with the idea for the
class, received a grant from the Student
Government Association and got permission to develop the plot at the farm.
The members of the class range from
the knowledgeable to those totally inexperienced in agriculture.
Louisville senior Joey Coe, another
member of the class, said this class was
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This semester, the Growing Sustainability in the Student Garden class, taught by Christian Ryan-Downing, is growing a garden at the University Farm. The garden covers an acre and a half and uses shredded paper as mulch.

his first foray into farming and gardening.
Ryan-Downing said Coe is continually amazed by what they do in the garden.
“He is constantly saying things like,
‘I can’t believe we can grow food!’” she
said.
Coe said he is interested in environmental issues and believes learning how
to produce food sustainably can help
with those issues.
In addition to working in the garden,
the class involves readings and discussions about sustainable agriculture, as
well as the occasional guest speaker.

Novella Carpenter, an author and urban farmer from Oakland, Calif., will
be visiting WKU on April 13 to speak
about her experience and sign her book,
“Farm City: The Education of an Urban
Farmer.”
Morris said Carpenter’s book is “wonderfully written.”
“I’m kind of nervous about meeting
her, but I’m really excited,” Morris said.
Before her speech at 7 p.m., RyanDowning and her class are going to take
Carpenter out to dinner and to see the
student garden.

Ryan-Downing said she thinks Carpenter will be a great match for what the
students are interested in.
“Novella’s really awesome, and I
think she’s going to give a really good
talk,” she said.
Ryan-Downing encouraged other students and members of the community to
check out the garden, especially on April
23, when they are having a volunteer
day. “Anyone can come out and get their
hands in the dirt,” she said. “We’ll all be
there to help, and we love to have people
join us on the farm.”

future,” Baylis said.
He is searching for six to 12 faculty
members to serve on the task force to
meet over the summer and deliver a report in the fall semester.
“The main outcome is to make us
more focused on improving the research
we do as part of our educational mission
and more focused on the society around
us,” Baylis said. “We’ve got to make
sure we’re good at the things we need

to be good at.”
In an email to faculty and staff last
week, Baylis said considerations are
WKU’s current strengths, as well as
where ideas should be formed to improve strengths.
He said he is hoping to get people
from a variety of disciplines to offer input.
“I’m looking for people who are
thoughtful — who are able to step back

from what we’re doing and think, not
just how are we doing, but what should
we be doing,” Baylis said. “I think
we’re going to have some painful discussion behind those doors, but we need
to be frank about things.”
Baylis said he is taking both nominations and self-nominations for the task
force.

■ NEWS BRIEF
Baylis forming task force
to evaluate strengths,
weaknesses at WKU
Gordon Baylis, vice president for
Research, is assembling a task force to
evaluate research, creative activity and
expand outreach at WKU.
“It’s for us really to be able to articulate what we are good at and what we
are aiming to be as we improve in the

— Elizabeth Beilman
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Gubernatorial
candidate Moffett
speaks at WKU
By ELIZABETH BEILMAN
news@chherald.com

Phil Moffett, Republican gubernatorial candidate, bridged the gap between
politicians and students Friday by
speaking to a political science class in
the Grise Hall Auditorium.
“The answer is you guys,” Moffett
said. “The only way things can change
is if people like you get involved.”
Moffett, an entrepreneur from Louisville and a Tea Party member, is running
on a “4 Corners Platform.”
These four corners are state sovereignty, creating jobs and improving the
business environment, improving public
education, and a smaller, more efficient
state government.
Moffett said the highest priority
of the state government is to “get the
spending under control.”
“It’s your future that we’re squandering right now,” he told students. “So get
up and do something about it.”
In October of last year, Forbes Magazine ranked Kentucky as the worst-run
state in the nation, he said. Ten years
ago, the state debt was $3 billion, and
now it’s $44 billion, Moffett said.
“It’s absolute nonsense,” Moffett
said. “This is something that we have to
change, and we have to change now at
all levels of government.”
Moffett said he would run the government like a business and let competition dictate how things operate.
One of his solutions to the debt prob-
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CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Devon
Hilderbrandt
is
unopposed for administrative
vice president in the elections,
which run through Tuesday and
Wednesday on TopNet.
In addition to executive
elections, the SGA senate race
will also be unopposed. Just 35
students are running for the 36
open senate seats.
Bryan, who will be executive vice president for the third
straight year, said he still plans
on campaigning despite no longer having competition.

lem is to change the tax code to a singlerate consumer sales tax on all goods and
services, which would replace 240 state
taxes, fees and surcharges.
“This tax system we’re proposing
will be the single largest transfer of
power from the government back to you
people that this state has ever seen,” he
said.
When asked about budget cuts for
higher education, Moffett said the problem lies in government spending, not
funding.
Another of his platforms involves
improving the way public education
functions.
Moffett said one way he will do this
is to give parents a right to send their
children to whichever school they
choose as opposed to the school within
their district.
“My parents had to fight really hard
to get me and my sister in the same
school,” said Louisville sophomore
Paige Breedlove.
This school, within the Jefferson
County Public Schools system, was 30
to 35 miles away from home, meaning it
was not in her district.
Joel Turner, assistant political science professor, said he invited all the
gubernatorial candidates, but Moffett
was the only one to respond.
“Phil Moffett was gracious enough
to accept our invitation,” Turner said.
“Hopefully we’ll have all of them in
here, but at the very least we’ve extended the invitation.”

“I have talked to 30 organizations so far, and I still have a
few left to talk to,” he said. “I
plan to be out and about Tuesday and Wednesday.”
But with all eyes now shifted
to the contested presidential
race, Bryan said it will be a
toss-up.
BRYAN
“I’m looking forward to
seeing the results, but it really
could go either way,” he said.
Leal Ambriz said WKU will
get a good student body president no matter the outcome.
“Billy has the experience and
is a great guy, but I also feel I
have my strengths,” he said. “It
HILDERBRANDT should be a close race.”
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Waiting out the storm

JERRY ENGLEHART JR./HERALD

Elliott Lorson, a freshman from Acworth, Ga., waits in the Preston locker room with
other students after the severe weather sirens sound on campus Monday. The National
Weather Serivce isued a tornado warning that lasted almost an hour.

■ NEWS BRIEFS
Professor's art exhibit
displayed at local gallery

1-April 29th) and State Street Methodist
Church (April 1-April 29).

Art professor John Warren Oakes will
have his exhibit “Meditations on the Holy
Cross” displayed at The Gallery at 916,
located on State Street, and five Bowling
Green churches during the Easter season,
according to a WKU press release.
The exhibit is the first of its kind where
an art gallery and a number of churches
will cooperate in presenting an exhibit,
according to the release.
Oakes began work on his exhibit in
December 2008, according to the release.
Since then, he has completed more than
838 drawings, 100 paintings and a dozen
sculptures based on the the Crucifixion.
In the works, Oakes combined abstract forms and transparent layers that
are meant to suggest rather than depict
the Crucifixion, according to the release.
Besides The Gallery at 916 (April
1-29), the works will be presented at
churches including The Presbyterian
Church (April 15-May 20), Christ Episcopal Church (March 29-April 29), St.
Joseph Catholic Church (March 11-April
29), Holy Spirit Catholic Church (April

— Joanna Williams

Kentucky Museum to
undergo renovations
Some areas in the Kentucky Library
and Museum will be temporarily closed
this summer due to renovations.
According to a WKU Libraries press
release, the building will be installing and
updating heating and cooling systems.
From May 30 to July 4, the newer sections of the library, such as the Research
Library and some exhibit areas, will be
closed. From July to the middle of October, the older sections, which include the
Kentucky Room and the gift shop, will
be closed.
In the release, Dean of WKU Libraries Mike Binder said the project was
definitely overdue. He said there will be
a noticeable difference in the quality of
heat and air in the building once the renovations are complete.
— Katherine Wade
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TRACK & FIELD

Split teams provide results in first full outdoor weekend
By LUCAS AULBACH
sports@chherald.com

After poor weather conditions
stopped most members of the track
and field teams at WKU from
competing two weekends ago, the
teams were able to turn in recordsetting performances in their outdoor season debut this weekend.
The teams were split up over the
weekend, with one squad competing at Florida and another attending
a meet at Austin Peay.
This would have been the second week of competition for the
teams if their previously scheduled
meet at Southern Illinois-Edwardsville hadn’t been canceled. A late
entry to a meet in Vanderbilt allowed the throwers to compete
two weeks ago, but the other WKU

COLUMN

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

The two most notable absences
from spring practice are starting receivers Marcus Vasquez and Willie
McNeal.
Vasquez, a junior, is out with a
broken collarbone he suffered last
season but will return in the fall.
The sophomore McNeal isn’t so
lucky, as he went down with a season-ending knee injury last week.
But it’s not just that duo. Of the
seven receivers who caught a pass
for WKU last year, six aren’t on the
spring roster.
So I’ll give you a list of just a
few people who now have to step
up along with Dalcourt. Odds are
you won’t recognize every name.
Jamarielle Brown. Joel German.
Rico Brown. Maurice Bullard.
If you’re a diehard WKU fan,
you might know all of these guys.
But the truth is, just one has ever
caught a pass in a game.
I’ll leave it up to you to find out
which. You probably need the practice learning the names anyway.
Those four are just a sample of
a host of young receivers that have
to treat this spring like the most important time of their careers.
If Vasquez and McNeal were
lined up on both sides of the ball

squads were unable to perform.
But the teams got back on track
this past weekend, as senior Laura
Igaune topped her WKU and Latvian national record in the hammer
throw with a throw of 206 feet, 11
inches, breaking the mark she set at
Vanderbilt.
Igaune took second place in the
event in Gainesville, Fla., and Head
Coach Erik Jenkins said she could
be ranked in the top five nationally
soon.
Igaune’s throw wasn’t the only
record to fall in Florida. Junior
Ignacio Guerra, a Chilean native,
took first place in the javelin throw,
setting the leading NCAA mark at
this point this season.
The throw, which measured to
258 feet, 2 inches, shattered the
previous WKU record and also set
right now, most of these guys
would never stand a chance. But
to have a playmaker position virtually open to anyone — that doesn’t
come along too often.
And the sooner these guys pick
up the pace, the better.
WKU’s passing game struggled
last season, and Head Coach Willie Taggart placed the blame on the
receivers rather than quarterback
Kawaun Jakes on several occasions.
If there were problems getting
on the same page with receivers
before, how tough is it going to be
now?
“When we have people fall
down injured, we have a person
waiting right there to take their
spot,” Dalcourt said. “It’s like a
never-ending chain.”
A never-ending chain might not
be the best way to build consistency, but it’s all WKU has.
Much like he did with his young
defensive backs, Taggart’s going to
have to throw these inexperienced
receivers into the mix and hope
they show up.
But first they have to appreciate
the door that’s opened for them.
For Dalcourt, who’s waited so
long, the opportunity’s got him
smiling. The same should go for
all the others trying to make people
remember their names.

a new Chilean national record.
“Guerra took a major step up at
the meet,” Jenkins said.
Before the meet, Jenkins, who
was with the team in Gainesville, had complimented the other
teams attending, which included
Florida State, Miami and defending Division I national champion
Florida. He said he was “very
pleased” at how the teams opened
the season.
“It was an outstanding opening
meet across the board,” he said.
Senior Vasity Chemweno was
also at Florida. She competed in the
800- and 1500-meter run events, in
which she placed ninth and seventh, respectively.
“I’ve run better, but overall I
didn’t do that bad,” she said. “Most
people did well. Everyone seemed

happy about how they placed.”
Chemweno said the long travel
might have had an effect on how
the teams performed.
“When you travel for 10 hours
before a meet, of course you’re going to be tired,” she said.
Assistant Coach Michelle Scott,
meanwhile, was closer to home
with the teams at Austin Peay in
Clarksville, Tenn.
“One of the big highlights was
Michelle Finn, who won the steeplechase,” Scott said.
Finn posted a time of 11:05.38
in the event.
While the teams were able to
compete, the weather in Clarksville
was not the best for running conditions, Scott said, citing the wind as
having a big impact on the times
the team posted.

“We didn’t run the best in terms
of time because of the wind,” she
said. “The wind was really wild.”
But Scott said the wind didn’t
stop the teams from performing, and that being able to finally
start the outdoor season was good
enough.
She said she was also very
pleased with the return of senior
runner Rachel Friedman, who was
able to compete after recovering
from a previous injury.
Next weekend the teams will
get to stay at home for the Hilltopper Relays, the annual outdoor
event WKU hosts.
Jenkins said the teams will approach their home event like any
other meet.
“We’re going to take it a day at
a time like we always do,” he said.

BASEBALL

Toppers host Louisville tonight
By BRAD STEPHENS
sports@chherald.com

A hot Sun Belt Conference
start has given way to a midseason lull for WKU.
The Toppers started 5-0
in league play but have since
dropped three of their last four
conference games, and five of
their last six games overall.
WKU’s most recent struggles
came in a conference road series
against Arkansas-Little Rock last
weekend.
The Toppers (17-11, 6-3 Sun
Belt) won the series opener Friday 14-3 behind a five-RBI performance form senior designated
hitter Chris Bullard and seven
shutout innings from sophomore
left-handed starter Tanner Perkins.
But WKU lost Saturday's
game, 8-2, after junior reliever
Ross Hammonds gave up four
runs in the seventh.
The Toppers also left 12 runners on base in the game.
“Unfortunately
we
just
couldn’t get any big hits today,”
Head Coach Chris Finwood told

WKU's Big Red Radio Saturday.
“That’s just baseball. We got
a bunch of them last night but
didn’t get any of them today.”
Sunday’s rubber match got off
to a rough start for the Toppers,
as UALR hit senior pitcher Brian
Edelen for four first-inning runs.
The Toppers spent the rest of
the day trying to play catch-up,
and although senior catcher Matt
Rice hit two home runs, WKU
still fell 11-6.
Rice said there were both positives and negatives to take from
the weekend road trip.
“Tanner gave us a phenomenal Friday start, and we swung
the bat really well that night,”
Rice said. “But unfortunately we
didn’t swing the bat well or throw
well Saturday and Sunday.”
The Toppers will now turn
their attention to a two-week
stretch that will see them play
nine of their next 10 games at
home.
The first of these will be a rematch with No. 23 Louisville tonight at 6 p.m. at Bowling Green
Ballpark, home of the Bowling

Green Hot Rods.
Louisville beat WKU last
Tuesday, 3-1, at Jim Patterson
Stadium in Louisville.
Tonight’s game will be the
first for WKU at Bowling Green
Ballpark since the Toppers issued
a 24-8 beating to Kentucky there
last April.
That game featured a 16-run
second inning and was seen by
6,183 fans, the largest crowd to
ever watch a college baseball
game in Kentucky.
The Herald confirmed Monday through Lindsay Thomas,
WKU’s assistant athletic director of marketing, that all WKU
students can get into the Bowling
Green Ballpark free tonight with
a WKU ID card.
Rice said his team is ready to
get back on the field where WKU
achieved such a big win over
Kentucky last season.
“Last time we played here, the
atmosphere was unbelievable,”
Rice said. “It’s like playing at
home, and the guys won’t need
extra motivation since we’re
playing Louisville.”
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TURNOVER
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

In 2010, the Toppers had 18 receivers on
their depth chart. This year, they find themselves with just 11 on the roster.
Three receivers graduated, three did not
return to the team, and sophomore Dexter
Haynes is suspended indefinitely for a violation of team rules.
But even that list of 11 has already started
dwindling with injuries to sophomore Willie
McNeal and junior Marcus Vasquez.
McNeal suffered a season-ending knee
injury last Wednesday in what Head Coach
Willie Taggart called a “freak accident” during a drill.
McNeal led the Toppers in receiving last
season with 360 yards and was also their primary kick returner. He ended the season with
1,408 all-purpose yards.
Although Vasquez will miss the entire
spring after breaking his collar bone late last
season, he should return in the fall.
But even with little experience and depth
at receiver, Taggart said he isn’t worried.
“This will get some of these young guys a
great opportunity to step up and make plays,”
Taggart said. “If somebody goes down,
somebody’s got to step up. If we do that,
we’re going to have a good football team.”
To adjust to the learning progress, Taggart
is requesting more leadership from his two
quarterbacks, sophomore Kawaun Jakes and
redshirt freshman Brandon Doughty.
“I’m just trying to stay positive,” Doughty
said. “When things are down, it’s about just
trying to pick everyone up, being a leader in
the huddle and in the classroom as well.”
During Saturday’s scrimmage, Taggart
witnessed a play that he said was a “big play

SUN BELT
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Sophomore Kim Wagner said it was good
to take a small step in getting the pitching
staff back on track.
She broke a four-game losing streak on
the mound Saturday and grabbed her first
Sun Belt Conference win of the season.
North Texas loaded the bases in both the
sixth and seventh innings but failed to plate a
single runner thanks to Wagner’s command.
“It sucks when you’re struggling,” Wagner said. “When you get the chance to prove
to your teammates that you can do it, it feels
really good to let them know they can still
count on you.”
The Lady Toppers play again Tuesday in
a home doubleheader at 4 and 6 p.m. against
Samford.
Perry said Wagner’s performance holds
the key to success for WKU.

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD

Missing in action
Of the 18 wide receivers on WKU’s
team last season, nine aren’t on the
field for spring practice. They are:
■ Willie McNeal (soph.) — knee injury
■ Marcus Vasquez (junior) —
shoulder injury
■ Dexter Haynes (junior) —
suspended indefinitely
■ Donald Campbell (soph.) — left team
■ Clark Jeter (senior) — left team
■ Blake Ayers (senior) — left team
■ Quinterrance Cooper — graduated
■ Seth Tamme — graduated
■ Dustin Boyer — graduated
for a lot of reasons.”
Doughty threw a long pass to Dalcourt,
but after making the catch, Dalcourt limped
off the field.
“When that happened to Courtney, and
he came limping, I heard one of his teammates say, ‘Come on, come on, man, you got
to suck it up,’” Taggart said. “That was big
for our football team. One, because we have
a teammate holding guys accountable to be
out there, and then Courtney, like some others, are playing through some pain.
“That’s a big sign of where we’re going
with our football team.”
With Dalcourt’s past knee injuries, Taggart said it was a scary moment for everyone.
But after one play, Dalcourt returned to
the field and caught a 25-yard touchdown
pass from Doughty.
“When we have people fall down or are
injured, we have people right there to take
their place,” Dalcourt said. “It is like a neverending chain.”
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“We need her,” she said. “If we’re going to have a good season, she will be a
big part of that. I think it was huge to see
that she could come out and win a conference game.”
Three teams have six or more wins in
the Sun Belt Conference as of Sunday, and
WKU sits in sixth place overall.
Sophomore Ciara Garcia said winning the
series meant a lot to keeping the Lady Toppers afloat in the conference.
“To win a series gives our team momentum and confidence,” she said. “We know
that each win now is important for the conference tournament.”
Perry also acknowledged the weekend’s
importance. She said an opposite outcome
this weekend would have left WKU facing a
steep climb to keep up in the Sun Belt.
“If things go the other way, then we’re in
a deep hole,” she said. “So to get two wins
— and the way they got those two — was
very exciting.”
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FOOTBALL
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Sophomore wide receiver Courtney Dalcourt (15) stretches with his teammates after practice on Friday. Dalcourt missed the past two seasons with knee injuries and switched from quarterback to wide receiver last year under Head Coach Willie Taggart.

Catching Up
Toppers deal with turnover at wide receiver
By EMILY PATTON | sports@chherald.com

JERRY ENGLEHART JR/HERALD

Sophomore receiver Willie McNeal holds his knee while teammates and staff look on at last Wednesday’s practice. Head Coach Willie Taggart said after the practice that McNeal, WKU’s leader in receiving yards last year, will miss the entire 2011 season.

This season Courtney Dalcourt is
making the transition from quarterback to receiver.
Although Dalcourt said his comfort with the position is “getting
there,” the pressure rests on his
shoulders to help fill the Toppers’
depleted wide receiver lineup.
The sophomore has been around
the football program for two years
but hasn’t yet gotten his chance to
play, facing two knee injuries.
“It is a great opportunity,” Dalcourt said. “Unfortunately, we have
people who aren’t on the field with

us, but would love to be with us, but
guys have to step up.
“As far as quarterback, you have
the ball in your hands at all times.
Now I have to work for the ball. I
have to beat that defender. It is just
a different mindset. My mindset is,
‘Get on the field any way possible.’”
Experience at receiver is low for
WKU, with just one player — sophomore Jamarielle Brown — who
caught a pass last season. Brown had
one reception for five yards.
SEE TURNOVER, PAGE 9
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SOFTBALL

WKU receivers
facing a golden
opportunity

Lady Tops win first Sun Belt series

When asked about his two previous knee injuries last week, sophomore Courtney Dalcourt
flashed a smile.
It wasn’t necessarily a happy smile,
more a realization that
this interview — like
every other he’s done
at WKU — was going
to be about what has
kept him off the field
for two years.
But through a remarkable set of cir- ZACH GREENWELL
cumstances that has Press Row Perspective
completely
turned sports@chherald.com
over WKU’s wide receiver position, Dalcourt finally got to answer
some questions about getting a large number of
reps this spring.
And that drew a genuine smile.
“It’s a great opportunity,” Dalcourt said.
“Unfortunately we have people who aren’t on
the field with us that would love to be there, but
guys have to step up.”
SEE COLUMN, PAGE 8

By NICK BRATCHER
sports@chherald.com

The Lady Toppers entered this
weekend with the opportunity to
grab some much-needed wins in the
Sun Belt Conference as they took on
North Texas in a three-game series.
WKU (20-16, 3-6 Sun Belt Conference) won both games of its doubleheader Saturday by a margin of 5-3 in
the first game and 2-1 in the second.
The Lady Toppers then fell Sunday to North Texas, 11-7, in the final
game of the series.
Sixty degree weather coupled with
a strong wind to right field all weekend made the WKU Softball Complex
a hitter’s dream, but also provided a
bit of a problem for the Lady Topper
outfield.
Head Coach Tyra Perry said she
thought the Lady Toppers were hitting
well, but the team will be working on
defense this week after a couple of
errors Saturday nearly cost them the
first win.
“We hit the ball very well, but defensively we’ve got to clean it up a
little bit,” she said. “We could have
made some plays to keep Sunday’s

DOROTHY EDWARDS/HERALD

WKU freshman Megan Johnson warms up in the on-deck circle before her turn at bat
during Sunday afternoon’s game against North Texas. WKU lost 11-7 but won the ﬁrst two
games of the series.

game a little closer and make Saturday’s wins a little easier, but we’re
going to work on that.”
WKU rebounded from its two
losses at Lipscomb earlier last week
to win the conference series.

After the Lipscomb losses, Perry said the Lady Toppers had “one
pitcher doing well and the other three
struggling” entering the weekend.
SEE SUN BELT, PAGE 9
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David Tinsley lines up his sights on his air rifle on the target card down range during a practice at the ROTC range under Parking Structure 1. Tinsley, instructor Joe Tinsley’s son, has won national
and international marksmanship awards since he picked up a BB gun when he was 9 years old.

BOOST WITH A BANG
Marksmanship club increases membership
By LAUREN ARNOLD
diversions@chherald.com

WKU’s marksmanship club went
from having two members last year to
about 15 now.
A group of students were trying to
create a marksmanship club for about
a year-and-a half before instructor Joe
Tinsley became the sponsor last fall.
“They were having a hard time trying to find someone to sponsor the
club,” he said.
Now, the club is gaining recognition,
with one member qualifying for the Junior Olympics.
Marksmanship focuses on accuracy
and precision while firing at a target

down a range.
Bowling Green senior Stephanie Novoa said the club is growing quickly,
with many new freshman and sophomore members, and she hopes it will
help WKU’s chances of regaining recognition for its marksmanship.
“We want to compete and win championships,” she said. “We haven’t been
on the map since the ‘70s.”
Paducah freshman Hannah Burnett
will be competing in the air pistol event
at the Junior Olympics on April 13 and
14.
Burnett has been participating in the
marksmanship sport since she was 7.
SEE BANG, PAGE 3B
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Practice target cards and personal best scores are on display at the ROTC range
under Parking Structure 1.

Former student co-owns local cigar joint
By ROSS WHITAKER
diversions@chherald.com

Chris Abend always smokes a brand
of cigar before he and co-owner Andrew
Cole stock it at their shop downtown.
“It’s one of those things where if
I can’t find a redeeming quality in it,
then how am I going to sell it to somebody?” said Abend, who co-owns
Bowling Green Pipe and Cigar on 434
East Main Street. “How am I going to
describe a flavor profile that I don’t enjoy or that I don’t think someone else
will enjoy?”
Abend is originally from eastern Tennessee, but he moved to Bowling Green
to attend WKU. Though his major was in
hospitality management, he never graduated and instead opted to open his own
business.
The store space has been around for
RYAN STONE/HERALD
33
years, according to Abend. It’s been a
Bill Hall of Bowling Green talks with a group of men outside Bowling Green Pipe and Cigar on
jewelry
store and a hardware store before
Saturday. Customers sat outside smoking cigars and drinking beer in the warm weather.
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becoming a tobacco store.
The store had many owners before
Abend and Cole acquired the business in
November 2008 when they were both 23.
“After coming here for school, I became a customer of the store,” he said.
“Like anything as a young kid, you start
thinking, ‘Well if I ran the zoo, the things
I would do.’”
He said they would stay up until 4 a.m.
some nights, discussing the store and putting things on paper.
“It just kind of snowballed to the point
where we needed to do it or quit talking
about it,” he said. “We decided to do it
instead of not talking about it, and it’s
worked out so far.”
Abend said they didn’t want someone
else to buy the place and let it die.
Since the store had already sold tobacco, they had a client base to work with
from the start.
SEE CIGAR, PAGE 2B

WKU Herald mobile app

NEWS 270.745.6011 - NEWS@CHHERALD.COM ADVERTISING 270.745.3914 - ADVERTISING@CHHERALD.COM EDITOR 270.745.5044 - EDITOR@CHHERALD.COM

2B

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD

APRIL 5, 2011

Why so blue?

Wii game helps groups
strike up conversations
By MARIANNE HALE
diversions@chherald.com

Terry Shoemaker doesn’t want to see
WKU students bowling alone.
That’s why Shoemaker, program coordinator for the Institute for Citizenship
and Social Responsibility, created Wii the
People.
Wii the People, as Shoemaker describes
it, is an attempt to use electronics to promote
civil dialogue for civic engagement.
He was inspired by Robert Putnam’s
book, “Bowling Alone: The Collapse and
Revival of the American Community.”
The book describes how Americans have
basically become disconnected in every aspect of life, even down to the fact that people are now bowling alone.
“We’ve decreased our association,”
Shoemaker said.
Since mid-March, ten teams representing
different campus groups have been meeting
in Garrett Conference Center, Room 109 to
face off in Wii bowling games.
The teams play the last games of the
regular season tonight starting at 6 p.m., and
the top two will battle it out in the championship game on April 12.
But they aren’t just bowling; they’re discussing issues, working together and trying
to find common ground, Shoemaker said.
“There’s been a lot of camaraderie
found,” he said. “There’s been a lot of storytelling.”
At each meeting, the groups work on an
activity, Shoemaker said. For example, last
week, they had to balance the national bud-
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In the end, Abend and Cole decided to
take the risk and go for it.
The store reopened under the duo’s leadership on Nov. 28, 2008.
Louisville junior John Bradford is a patron of the store. He started smoking cigars
when he turned 18 and enjoys one about
once or twice a month.
He said the shop has a great atmosphere.
“It’s nice to go in there and relax for a
couple of hours,” he said. “It helps me take
my mind off school and things like that.”
Abend started smoking cigars when he
was working in retail and at restaurants as
a way to keep himself from smoking cigarettes.
“Really, the only way you get a break in
either of those industries is if you smoke,”
he said. “So in an effort to keep myself from
smoking cigarettes, I just took longer small

get. Two teams collaborated on a worksheet
and had to make some sacrifices.
Ashley Fitzsimons, a self-proclaimed
bad bowler, is bowling with a team from
We the People, a group trying to engage
the campus community to work toward
change.
Fitzsimons, a San Diego junior, said balancing the budget got heated when her liberal-leaning team had to work with a more
fiscally conservative team. They didn’t finish their worksheet.
“I think I just realized why things don’t
always get done as quickly at a national
level,” she said.
But there were some similarities on all of
the worksheets, too, Shoemaker said.
The groups agreed that the U.S. should
speed up the removal of U.S. troops in Iraq
and Afghanistan, and many agreed there
needs to be more tax reform.
Peewee Valley junior Kathryn Crimm
said she gained more insight into the war
when her group from the Baptist Campus
Ministry was paired up with the Student
Veterans Alliance.
“They had huge depths of knowledge
about what’s going on in world conflicts,”
she said.
Shoemaker wants to expand to more Wii
the People teams next semester.
“By coming to WKU, you’re introduced
to a whole lot of diversity — ethnic, race,
ideological,” he said. “We really want to get
that spectrum of diversity here bowling.”
Anyone interested in starting a Wii bowling team next semester can contact Shoemaker at terry.shoemaker@wku.edu.

cigar or pipe breaks.”
Hopkinsville senior Andrew Roeder also
shops at Bowling Green Pipe and Cigar
from time to time. He got into cigars after
a friend’s father let him sample new brands.
“You get all the relaxing enjoyment of
smoking while getting to feel like you’re a
World War II general,” he said.
Abend said there’s more to the selection
process than whether they like the cigars. He
prefers the company make their own cigars.
That way there’s a tradition behind them and
not just a marketing campaign.
“With anything, the story and tradition is
what really draws people to a product,” he
said.
Abend said he’s very pleased with business these days. They continue to offer new
products and keep a steady rotation of what
they already carry.
“We’re constantly trending up, so I’m
not concerned about the future really,” he
said. “I’m happy to be along for the ride.”

CHRIS WILSON/HERALD

Kentucky Wildcat fans react in disappointment at Hilligans as the final seconds drain
from the clock during UK’s Final Four game against the University of Connecticut on
Saturday night. The bar was filled with screaming basketball fans until the final buzzer marked the end of UK’s campaign with a score of 56-55.

Fraternity hopes to bring
in money for charity with
cross-dressing pageant
By JOANNA WILLIAMS
news@chherald.com

Anyone looking for comedy, crossdressing and charity can find it at Phi Sigma
Pi’s April Fools' Beauty Pageant tonight.
The co-ed honor fraternity is raising
money for their national charity, Teach
for America, with a Wild Wild West
themed pageant, said Bowling Green
senior Daniel Moore, president of the
fraternity.
“What it is, is a comedic drag show
where the guys dress as girl and the girls
dress as guys,” he said.
The fraternity raised about $260 last
year at the first pageant, but they hope
to raise more this year now that girls are
able to participate, he said.
Bowling Green senior Anna Bewley,
the group’s historian, said a winner will
be chosen based on an evening look, a
calendar look and onstage questioning.
Bewley said what will make the
show exciting is that the audience won’t
know what to expect.
“It’s all ad-lib, so you never know
what people are going to say,” she said.

Bewley said there will be three women and three men participating in the
pageant.
Usman Hussain, a senior from
Greensboro, N.C., who serves as parliamentarian for the group, said they felt
that April Fools' was the perfect time to
have a fun, comedic event.
“Last year was great,” he said. “Fifty
to sixty people showed up. We want it
to be bigger and better and get our name
out there.”
Moore said they’re a small fraternity
with only 30 members, although they
have a big induction class coming in this
year, with 10 newcomers.
Hussain said the group has several
other philanthropy events throughout
the year, including a backpack drive and
a canned food drive, but the pageant is
their major event.
“This is our biggest one every year,”
he said. “It’s a great time. People get to
laugh and have a good time and put their
money in for a good cause.”
The pageant will be in Garrett Ballroom at 8 p.m. The tickets are $3 in advance and $5 at the door.
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•
•
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Treasure memories, not souvenirs
By STEPHANI STACY
diversions@chherald.com

Something to write with is all I really need. I ransack the hotel room
in Beijing (my current location) for a
writing utensil, maybe a complementary pen, but I find nothing, and I have
to borrow one from the front desk.
I can’t find any paper either, so I
write on the back of a China Airlines
sick bag, which I’ve been using as
a bookmark. I meant to add it to my
growing collection of sick bags from
different airlines, but I suppose I am
giving it too much intrinsic value. It’s
just paper, and so are the rest of them.
I am also collecting sand from every
country we visit. Spending a quarter of
our time in each port searching for a
place where I can acquire sand makes
me wonder whether I should reorganize my priorities.
Why am I attaching some sort of
intrinsic value to things like sand and
barf bags when the real value lies in
something that can only be recounted
in stories?

Wish you were here
This is the sixth in an occasional series of columns by
two Herald reporters who are
studying abroad this semester.
They'll write about their experiences and provide insight for
students who are considering
studying abroad.
As travelers, we search for ways to
bottle sensations, memories and emotions in some concrete form, as if the
purchase of a souvenir marble elephant
in India will help you remember the
way both fragrant and polluted air blew
in your face during a rickshaw ride
through the chaotic streets.
A handmade blanket from an orphanage in Cambodia is no doubt a
worthy investment, but it is nothing
compared to the time you spend with
a child who has never known a mother
or father or even siblings. I realized this
when a small boy ran up to me, clung

to my waist and proclaimed me to be
his mother in thirty seconds. A mother
probably would have been more precious to him than any present I could
have given him.
Desperate last-minute shopping for
souvenirs in the Silk Market in Beijing
would be better spent having a conversation with a local. The experience
would be yours and yours only, while
whatever you buy is most likely available somewhere else.
If I have learned anything at all, I
have learned that stuff is nothing more
than stuff. Shopping is everywhere and
unavoidable, even in the poorest parts
of the world.
It’s up to you whether you want to
encase your world in plastic and nylon,
or take stock of all you really need to be
a traveler rather than a tourist-shopper:
air, clothing, food, water, a little money,
an open mind and the humbleness of
being a visitor in someone else’s land.
Your experience will be all the richer.
For me, it’s time to forget the sand
and the souvenirs and to start my real
voyage.

Run raises funds for Habitat chapter
By KEVIN ALLEN
news@chherald.com

The WKU chapter of Habitat
for Humanity is taking a step in the
right direction with their third annual Habidash.
This Saturday in Kereiakes
Park, participants can run either a
5K or a 10K.
“I think the trail is really pretty in Kereiakes,” said Murray junior Kristen Mikulcik, coordinator of the event. “I think it will be
a fun race.”
All the proceeds go to the campus chapter of Habitat, said Erlanger
junior Noah Onkst, president of the
chapter.
The chapter does more than
just construct low-income houses,
Onkst said.
They focus more on education

about housing issues, advocating to
policy makers and fundraising to pay
for construction and travel, Onkst
said.
He said this is why Habitat is
for all people and all interests, not
just those who are interested in
construction.
Habidash is the chapter’s largest
fundraiser, and last year it brought in
$1500, said Christy Beyke, a senior
from Franklin, Tenn., who organized
the first two Habidash events.
Beyke said people should come
and support Habitat because it encourages people to actively pursue
goals in tangible ways.
“I like organizations where you
go out and do things instead of sitting around or putting up fliers and
not knowing if it is really making a
difference,” she said.
Beyke said with Habitat, she gets

Download the new
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scan this code with your
QR reader to go straight
to the iTunes App Store

to see the results of her work.
“You know you’re actually doing
good — you aren’t just sending off
a check,” she said. “You get to see
it happening. That’s what is really
cool about it.”
The cost is either $20 to run five
kilometers or $25 to run 10 kilometers, Mikulcik said.
Registration can be submitted online at www.wku.edu/habitat or sent
to the address listed on the form.
Registering on the day of the race
is an option but costs $5 extra, Mikulcik said.
The 5K race will begin at 8 a.m.,
and the 10K race will begin at 9
a.m., she said. There are free T-shirts
for those who participate.
Participants can walk the 5K if
they aren’t comfortable running, but
because of time restraints, the 10K
is for runners only, Mikulcik said.
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She joined WKU’s marksmanship club after taking
Tinsley’s marksmanship class, which is a PE 101 course.
Tinsley said that the marksmanship club provides a safe
environment where students can work toward reaching their
potential in their sport.
“I want to teach the students about guns and safety, but
in the right way,” Tinsley said. “It’s something they can use
for the rest of their lives.”
Novoa joined the marksmanship club in September and
is now the club’s secretary.
She said she had never participated in any shooting
sports until August, when she signed up for Tinsley’s class.
Novoa has had her concealed carry license for about
three years, but she said that the experience of being in
the marksmanship club is completely different.
“I’ve never shot at anything outside of that,” she said. “I
was interested in the club, because I was never exposed to
any guns or anything like that.”
Students shouldn’t be scared to join the club because
they feel like they won’t fit in, Novoa said.
“When people think of shooting sports, they think of the
stereotypical redneck, but there are so many different kinds
of people involved,” she said.
A long-term goal for the WKU marksmanship club
is to be as recognized as other university marksmanship
teams in the state, Tinsley said.
“We want to enter competitions with other schools,
like Murray, Morehead and UK,” he said.
He encourages the members to participate in competitions
and try out for the National Development Rifle Team, from
which Olympians are selected.
Burnett spends between four and six hours a week
practicing on a range, she said.
She said Tinsley, who was an Olympic assistant head
coach, has helped her become a better athlete.
“I think knowing him is really going to help me develop
in the next few years,” she said.
She said being in the marksmanship club has also helped
her make new friends that she probably wouldn’t have met
anywhere else.
“We all talk and help each other out,” she said. “We just
have a really good time.”
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Father, son share stories of
journalism, First Amendment
By KEVIN ALLEN
news@chherald.com

Nearly every seat in Mass Media and
Technology Hall was filled Thursday night
as father and son journalism icons presented
“Living Journalism: An Evening with the
Seigenthalers.”
John Seigenthaler Sr. and John Seigenthaler Jr. discussed their thoughts and experiences in the journalism industry, including
the elder Seigenthaler’s experiences covering the Civil Rights Movement and the
younger Seigenthaler’s coverage of the Sri
Lanka tsunami.
The elder Seigenthaler’s account of trying to protect two Freedom Riders during the
Civil Rights Movement especially resonated
with Louisville senior Kristin Clements.
“I really enjoyed hearing about civil rights
and how he was beaten,” Clements said. “I’d
heard about it but I’d never heard him talk
about it, and he just has a great sense of humor and way to bring laughter to people.”
The focus on the First Amendment
throughout the presentation left an impression on Lauren Lorance, a freshman from
Jeffersonville, Ind.
“I think it’s something that really resonates through this building a lot,” Lorance
said. “With First Amendment rights, it was
really cool for them to incorporate it into
their lecture and see that it’s still important
in media today.”

The presentation was a conversational
format, which consisted of the Seigenthalers posing questions to one another and encouraging each other to tell stories of their
experiences.
The elder Seigenthaler spent 43 years as
an award-winning journalist for The Tennessean and later became founding editorial
director of USA Today.
He left journalism twice, first to serve
with Robert Kennedy in the U.S. Justice Department and later to help with Kennedy’s
presidential campaign.
The younger Seigenthaler covered
events such as 9/11 and terrorist attacks in
Europe and the Middle East, in addition to
working with NBC Nightly News Weekend
Edition for more than 10 years.
Lorance felt the pair's celebrity status
added to the attraction of the event for her.
“I always used to watch NBC as a kid,
and I remember seeing Seigenthaler around
on Dateline and the Weekend Edition,” Lorance said. “It was so cool; I was kind of star
struck.”
Bowling Green freshman Penny Sprigg
said the thing that will stay with her was the
elder Seigenthaler’s closing remark, a warning on the fragility of the First Amendment.
Sprigg said she’d never thought about
how freedom of speech and the press wasn’t
an inherent right of people until Seigenthaler told the crowd that just as freedoms can
be given, they can also be taken away.

■ NEWS BRIEF
Poetry contest presents
finalists tonight in Cherry
Poetry lovers have something to look
forward to tonight as the WKU English
Club presents the 8th annual Goldenrod
Poetry Contest awards ceremony.
The contest is run by students and features cash prizes up to $25 for the winner,
said Fort Mitchell senior Will Hollis, who
helped organize the event.
Hollis said it’s good to have a contest
just for undergraduate students, so they
can gain experience being in a contest.
“Undergraduates don’t usually get that
many opportunities,” Hollis said. “Most
contests are either won by graduate students or are only for graduate students.”
This year, there were 44 poets who

submitted a combined 108 poems of any
type or subject for the contest.
Each contestant had to submit one or
more poems before March 25 and now
the top 10 finalists have been chosen,
Hollis said.
The awards ceremony will consist of
readings from the 10 finalists followed by
the announcement of the three winners by
Adam Day, a poet and temporary faculty
member at the University of Kentucky,
Hollis said.
The night will conclude with a reading
from Day.
The awards ceremony will be at 7 p.m.
tonight in Cherry Hall 125, and the event
is free and open to the public.
— Kevin Allen
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March raises awareness for sexual assualt victims
By JOANNA WILSON
news@chherald.com

About 400 people took to the streets of Bowling Green
on Thursday night to stand against sexual assault.
Take Back the Night, an annual march and candlelight
vigil for those affected by sexual assault, was sponsored
by Hope Harbor, a local sexual trauma center.
The goal of the event is to raise awareness about sexual
assault so that victims know they have advocates in the
community, said Elizabeth Madariaga, sexual assault services coordinator at the Counseling and Testing Center.
The march was approximately one mile, starting at the
Warren County Justice Center, circling around the square
and returning back to the Justice Center.
Afterwards, participants lit candles and sung “This Little Light of Mine,” many of them with tears in their eyes.
Madariaga said she thinks the turnout was good.
“I really think Bowling Green considers itself one community and it was a really good turnout of males, females,
animals and families,” she said.
Claire Donahue, a senior from Knoxville, Tenn., said
this was her first time attending Take Back the Night, and
she decided to come after her professor mentioned it in
class.
“I’ve never attended anything like this,” she said. “They
were talking about the stats, and it’s shocking. People need
to speak up and let them know they have that advocate.”
Madariaga said she thinks the event was successful in
raising awareness.
“I think a lot of things were apparent,” she said. “People learned a lot of statistics they didn’t know. I think the
awareness was definitely there, and I think with the stats
being that one out of three people will be victims in their
lifetime, you know someone who’s been affected.”

DOROTHY EDWARDS/HERALD

Participants march through downtown Bowling Green during the Take Back The Night event on Thursday evening. Groups
from Warren County, along with several other surrounding counties, met at the Justice Center and marched to raise awareness for rape and sexual assault. After the march, there were several speakers, including employees from Hope Harbor, and a
candlelight vigil to end the night.

WKU offers dual-degree program with French school
By TAYLOR HARRISON
news@chherald.com

Attending WKU can mean
earning a degree from a university other than just WKU.
Zubair Mohamed, chair of
the management department,
and Daniel Myers, associate
economics professor, developed a dual degree program
between WKU and the SaintEtienne School of Management in France.
Students who complete
the program earn a diploma
from both Saint-Etienne and
WKU while paying WKU’s tuition prices for the year spent
abroad.

“The tagline we like to use
is no added time — no added
dime,” Mohamed said.
There are many other exchange programs at WKU, but
they're not dual-degree programs such as the one WKU
has with Saint-Etienne.
While any WKU student
can attend Saint-Etienne for
a semester, only international
business majors have the opportunity to spend an entire
year in France. Students typically attend school at WKU for
their freshman and sophomore
years, go to Saint-Etienne for
their junior year, and then
head back to WKU for their
senior year.

Being able to speak French
is not a requirement for the
program. While students study
French at Saint-Etienne, most
of their courses will be taught
in English.
Mohamed said the end
product is a student who
knows how to do business in
English, but who is also “culturally sensitive” and can live
among people who speak a different language.
“Making an attempt to communicate in their language is
something they would appreciate,” he said. “You’re showing that you’re genuinely making an effort.”
Mohamed said Saint-Eti-

enne students come to WKU
as well.
The first cohort of five
Saint-Etienne students studied
at WKU during the 2008-2009
academic year, and WKU students began going to France
last year, according to the
business school’s website.
Saint-Etienne graduate student Siham Ziani learned a lot
while at WKU.
“Getting to live in a different nation, a different culture
and having to adapt to a new
way of living made me develop my interpersonal skills and
feel more confident today,”
Ziani said in an email.
Myers said he’s interested

in expanding the dual-degree
program beyond Saint-Etienne. WKU is looking into
creating partnerships with two
more schools, one in Mexico
and the other in Germany.
While expansion is the
goal, there are some countries
that aren’t options yet because
of circumstances with WKU
students.
“The thing that limits us
right now is the fact that so
few Western students have
a competency in other languages,” Myers said. “So
we’re pretty much focusing
on schools that teach a significant number of their courses
in English.”
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Same Service, Bigger Store
Sell Your Books
For CASH Now!
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BEST

$500
IN PRIZES??

THE COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERLAD IS ASKING YOU TO VOTE
FOR YOUR LOCAL FAVORITES IN OUR FIRST EVER
BEST OF THE HILL CONTEST
You can choose to vote in one
category or all 50, but please only
vote for businesses located in the
Bowling Green/Warren County
area. Only WKU students, faculty
and staff are eligible to vote, and
each ballot MUST include a valid
WKU 800 number. All entries
must be received by 4:30 p.m. April
22. You can only enter once, either
online at wkuherald.com OR by
returning this paper ballot to the
Student Publications center.

ON-CAMPUS

Best Campus Organization: (Non Greek)

Best Fraternity:

Best Major:

Best On-Campus Event:

Best On-Campus Housing:

Best Place to Eat on Campus:

Best Professor:

FOOD

PLACES & SERVICES

Best Coffee House:

Best Car Wash:

Best Ice Cream or Frozen Yogurt Place:

Best Cell Phone Service:

Best Late Night Meal Place:

Best Off Campus Housing:

Best Mexican Restaurant:

Best Place for Worship:

Best Pizza Place:

Best Place to be Spoiled by Your Parents:

Best Place for Appetizers:

Best Place to Study:

Best Place for Dessert:

Best Place to Take a Date:

Best Breakfast Place:

Best Bank or Credit Union:

Best Place to Eat Healthy:

Best Restaurant:

Best Sandwich Place:

Best Sushi Place:

Best Sorority:

SHOPPING
Best Bookstore:

Best Clothing Store:

Best Flower Shop:

Best Liquor Store:

Best WKU Athletic Team:

ENTERTAINMENT
Best Bar:

Best Place to Bargain Shop:

Best WKU Landmark:

Best Place for Happy Hour:

Best Place to Buy WKU Gear:

Best Place for Karaoke:

Best Sports Store:

RECREATION
Best Bike Shop:

Best Golf Course:

Best Place for Outdoor Recreation:

Best Place for Live Music:

Best Radio Station:

HEALTH & BEAUTY
Best Nail Salon:

Best Sports Bar:
Best Place for a Hair Cut:

Best Place to Workout:

First & Last Name:
Preferred E-mail:
WKU 800 #:

Best Tanning Salon:

