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Recently raised
fee pays for
new positions
By ELIZABETH BEILMAN
news@chherald.com

Students can rest assured their payments for
schedule changes are being put to use.
The increase in projected money from schedulechange fees this year will help fund new staff positions, said Mike Dale,
assistant vice president
of Academic Affairs.
Budget
Director Revenue from the
Kim Reed said the
projection for 2010- schedule change
2011, estimated at fee in 2009-2010,
about $297,000, will the ﬁrst year the fee
go toward a research increased from $20
analyst position that
will work with enroll- to $50
ment
management
data and positions in student financial aid.
The actual revenue of $321,559 from the 2010
fiscal year exceeded the projection of $150,000, according to Reed.
“That increase stemmed from a motion from the
student regent at the Board of Regents meeting,”
Reed said.

$321,559

RYAN STONE/HERALD

Debbie Dismon, an office associate for Parking and Transportation Services, prepares a quarter horse named “Little Bit” for riding
on Monday afternoon. Dismon took Basic Horse Equitation in fall 2009 as part of a program that lets WKU employees take classes
for free.

Extra credit
Faculty and staff can take classes for free
By NATALIE WEST
diversions@chherald.com

Sometimes the person teaching class isn’t the only
professor in the room.
At WKU, faculty and staff are eligible to take up
to six hours of free credit each fall and spring semester and a combined six hours during the summer and
winter terms, for a total of 18 hours a year, said Tony
Glisson, director of Human Resources.
Glisson said this policy is applicable at any participating public Kentucky university and about $554,000
in tuition was waived for WKU employees last fall.
WKU employees are taking advantage of this tuition waiver policy either to earn degrees or just for
fun.
Debbie Dismon, an office associate for Parking
and Transportation Services, said she took advantage
of the policy when she enrolled in an equestrian class
in the fall of 2009.
She said she found out about the class through a
mass e-mail and took it simply because she found it

interesting.
Dismon — who said she has been riding horses for
29 years, showing them for 15 years and is now giving riding lessons — said she knew this class would
be something she would enjoy.
She was able to break away from thinking about
cars to thinking about horses for two hours each week.
“This policy is nice because it gives us a break,”
Dismon said. “And it gives us a different world, different perspective.”
Dismon said she thought it was neat seeing things
through a college student’s eyes again. And, even
though she was the only staff member in the class, she
said she made some friends she still keeps in touch
with.
“No one knew I was part of the faculty until I fessed up,” Dismon said.
Though Dismon took a class to learn more about a
favorite hobby, other employees take advantage of the
tuition waiver to further their education.
SEE FREE, PAGE 2

SEE FEE, PAGE 3

WKU, Greeks
disagree on
listing names
By MIKE STUNSON
news@chherald.com

WKU administrators are working to place
stricter rules on the publication of the names
of new members of fraternities and sororities
on the National Pan-Hellenic Council.
The NPHC, which consists of nine historically black fraternities and sororities, is unhappy with the actions taken by the administration.
Their president, Vashae Swope, a member
of Alpha Kappa Alpha, said the NPHC does
not want names of new members to be announced until they are unveiled as a newlyinitiated member of their respective fraternity
or sorority.
“The students they are wanting to publish
the names of are not yet fully-initiated members,” Swope said. “For various reasons, those
students might not become members.”
SEE NAMES, PAGE 3

WKU introduces single-stream recycling
By KATHERINE WADE
news@chherald.com

It’s not easy being green, but WKU is
making an effort to encourage recycling
on campus.
WKU Sustainability Coordinator
Christian Ryan-Downing said many projects across campus are pushing sustainability. One of the most recent projects is
the conversion to single-stream recycling.
With single-stream recycling, all materials can be deposited into a single collection bin, instead of using separate bins
for items such as paper, plastic and aluminum. The materials will be separated by a
recycling process facility.
Some of the bins have already been put
up around campus, Ryan-Downing said.
Right now, there are only single-stream
bins outside of buildings, but bins will
CHRIS WILSON/HERALD soon be placed inside buildings as well.
Students walk past a solar compactor in the snow between classes outside of Downing UniRyan-Downing said she hopes that
versity Center and Minton Hall on Monday afternoon. WKU is continuing a “go green” initiative switching to single stream will increase

the amount of recycling on campus dramatically.
“It’s a great opportunity because it
makes it so much easier to recycle,” she
said. “We currently recycle about 14 percent of our solid waste, and we could potentially be recycling 35 percent. That’s
our goal, and we’re really excited.”
Ryan-Downing said that before making
this change, students could only recycle
Nos. 1 and 2 plastics on campus. Now they
can recycle Nos. 1-7 plastics in the new bins.
Morganfield senior Charlie Harris said
he was excited when he came to campus
and saw the new recycling bins.
“One of the biggest barriers to students
recycling is the convenience,” he said.
“Sometimes you might be able to find a
plastic bottle recycling bin in one place
but have to go somewhere else to recycle
paper. I think this will get people acting
more.”
SEE RECYCLING, PAGE 5
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CRIME REPORTS
Arrests
■ William Fangman, Barnes-Campbell
Hall, was arrested on Feb. 6 on the ninth
ﬂoor of Barnes after officers received a
complaint call about an “out-of-control
person.” He was charged with assault
of a police officer, resisting arrest and
public intoxication. He was released
yesterday on a surety bond.
■ Devon McCormick, Pearce-Ford Tower,
was arrested on Feb. 6 in the PFT lobby
for alcohol intoxication. He was released
the same day on time served.
■ Anne Wilson, Bowling Green, was
arrested on Feb. 5 for failure to signal,
reckless driving and driving under the
inﬂuence. She was released the same
day on a $1,000 cash bond.
■ Matthew Kitchens, Bowling Green,
was arrested on Feb. 5 for alcohol intoxication outside of Hilligans after interfering with a Bowling Green Police Department DUI investigation. He was released
the same day on time served.

tuesday

wednesday

Student Government Association senate
meeting
5 p.m., Downing University Center 305

Guest Speaker Frank Dobson Jr.
6 p.m., DUC 340

Black History Month keynote speaker Juan
Williams
7:30 p.m., DUC auditorium

Women’s Basketball vs. Middle Tennessee
7:30 p.m., Diddle Arena

thursday

friday

Noon Tunes
12 p.m. to 1 p.m., DUC lobby

International Club
4 p.m., DUC 308

Black Classic Film Series: “Black Is … Black
Ain’t”
6 p.m., DUC 340

Orchestra Kentucky presents “Endless Love”
8 p.m., Van Meter Hall

Chemistry Club
6 p.m., Thompson Complex Central Wing 425

saturday

Chess Club
6 p.m., Faculty House

Men’s Basketball vs. North Texas
3 p.m., Diddle Arena

Men’s Basketball vs. Middle Tennessee
7 p.m., Diddle Arena

Orchestra Kentucky presents “Endless Love”
8 p.m., Van Meter Hall

FREE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Stephanie Hammons, an office associate
for the Honors College, said she is taking
two classes this semester.
Hammons, who is pursuing a bachelor’s
degree in accounting, has already used 18
hours of free credit and plans to obtain her
whole degree for free.

She is taking economics and algebra
classes this semester.
Hammons said she was worried about
the relationship with her peers.
Unlike undercover Dismon, Hammons
said she feels like the sore thumb in the class,
though other students have never treated her
differently.
History instructor David Serafini said
Hammons was in his winter term class.
Serafini, who has had the experience

of taking classes as a faculty member,
said he doesn’t treat WKU employees any
differently than other students.
“When I have taken classes, I’m no
longer Mr. Serafini — I’m David,” he said.
As staff members turned students,
Dismon and Hammons said they have
appreciated the opportunity to earn free
credit.
“I loved it,” Dismon said. “I thought I
knew everything, but I really learned a lot.”

Women's studies celebrating 20th year
By KEVIN ALLEN
news@chherald.com

This year marks the 20th academic
year for the women’s studies program
at WKU, and the semester-long celebration is kicking off on Wednesday with
halftime activities at the Lady Toppers’
basketball game.
Anyone who brings in shampoo, bar
soap, hand soap or other toiletries to
donate to the Barren River Area Safe
Space, a regional domestic violence
shelter, will get into the game free, said
Molly Kerby, assistant women’s studies
professor and organizer of the event.
In addition, there will be a slideshow display about women’s studies,
and President Gary Ransdell will give a
speech about the women’s studies program, Kerby said.

T-shirts will also be thrown into the
crowd, said Kristi Branham, another assistant women’s studies professor who
also helped organize the event.
Kerby said she hopes the halftime
show will increase awareness about
the women’s studies program because
of the positive effects it has on opening students’ minds to alternative viewpoints.
She said the program aims to teach
students about ethical judgement and
use critical analysis to broaden their
views of other cultures and the things
around them.
“When you study about gender and
diversity and race — no matter what
your major is — it makes you a more
well-rounded person,” Kerby said.
She also said women’s studies helps
prepare students to think in larger

When you study about
gender and diversity
and race — no matter
what your major is — it
makes you a more wellrounded person."
—MOLLY KERBY
Assistant women's studies professor

terms, which helps them adjust to the
new global society today.
“One of the things people are find-

ing is that students, when they come
out, aren’t prepared to think globally,
and we’re working on that really hard at
Western,” Kerby said.
This sentiment was also expressed
by Louisville sophomore Meghan Kennedy, a student assistant for the women’s studies program who said her experiences in the program are invaluable.
“I feel like everyone should at least
take Intro to Women’s Studies because
it really opened my eyes to a new way
of looking at our culture, our society
and our world,” Kennedy said. “It was
nothing that I had ever experienced in
high school or in my family life.”
The 20th anniversary celebration
will include several events and speakers
throughout the semester, ending with a
large awards party at the Bowling Green
Country Club on April 19, Kerby said.

Up in the air

wkuherald.com

TIM HARRIS/HERALD

Emory rugby team junior Wes Laney ﬁghts WKU's Nashville junior Chase Cooper for
the ball during a lineout at the two teams’ Saturday matchup. Emory won the game
31-5.
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Higher One gets good Snow blankets campus
reviews after ﬁrst year
By CAITLIN CARTER
news@chherald.com

Last January, WKU began distributing student refund and financial aid
residual checks electronically through
Higher One.
And one year later, many of the WKU
community believes it to be a success.
Before Higher One’s implementation,
refunds and residuals were distributed to
students by paper check.
“There were lots and lots of offices
that were involved in printing checks,”
Bursar Belinda Higginbotham said. “We
had those from the (information technology) area that actually printed the checks,
the accounts payable area that did a lot
of reconciliations, our office that was responsible for distributing them, and the
residence hall directors involved.”
Now, the process has become much
more efficient for the university by alleviating responsibility from these departments, Higginbotham said.
Higginbotham said some students
weren’t receptive to the switch at first.
But she said most of these students
eventually learned to like Higher One
since it makes it quicker to receive their
money.
Greg Hunt, a junior from Newburgh,
Ind., said he didn’t understand the Higher One system when it was first implemented.
“I knew it was something that my
mom dealt with, and that’s it,” he said.
But now Hunt said he realizes Higher
One is much simpler and quicker than
receiving a traditional paper check.
“It’s a better process,” Hunt said.
Higginbotham said the new, virtually
paperless system has proven to be a success for the university, as well as the stu-

FEE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Dale said that with the new positions
formed, he anticipates the budget to remain relatively the same in the coming
years.
“The positions in the financial aid office were new positions for this year,”
Dale said. “The research analyst position
had been paid for by one-time funding
but was budgeted this year with the extra
money.
The motion to raise the schedulechange fee passed in April 2009 and
raised the schedule change fee of $20 to
$50.
The decision was made in an effort to
minimize “course shopping,” or registering for a lot of classes with the intent to
drop the least favorable.
The increased revenue will also help
pay for recruiting expenses for Admissions, office supplies, postage and com-

We’ve had students
that have come
back to us and ask,
‘What else can we get
through Higher One?’"
—BELINDA HIGGINBOTHAM
Bursar

dent body.
Before implementing the Higher One
system, students didn’t have any electronic financial options, Higginbotham
said.
But now, she said most students really
enjoy having such options as electronic
bill pay at their disposal.
“We’ve had students that have come
back to us and ask, ‘What else can we get
through Higher One?’” Higginbotham
said.
Soon, students may be able to receive
their student payroll through Higher
One, said Ann Mead, vice president for
Finance and Administration.
She said the payroll office and representatives from Higher One are working
out a way that would allow student workers to be paid through direct deposit to
their account.
Mead said she believes the implementation of Higher One was a big step technologically for WKU, and direct deposit
would only further the success.
“It’s a sign of the times,” Mead said.
“It’s better for the students and for us, the
administrators.”
puter replacements, Reed said.
She said the projections are calculated
by looking at past spending.
“They look at actual receipts for (the fiscal year) and year-to-date receipts to make
a projection for the next year,” Reed said.
She said 60 percent of the fee revenue
is issued to Academic Affairs, and the remaining 40 percent is issued to Finance
and Administration each fiscal year.
Bowling Green junior Katie Stillwell
is one of the many students who have
been affected by the change fee increase.
Stillwell said she registered in a chemistry course but decided to drop it because
she switched to a political science major
and didn't want the course to negatively
affect her GPA.
Although the increased fee “wasn’t a
huge burden,” Stillwell said she is not in
favor of the decision.
“I don’t think that $50 is necessarily
fair,” she said. “But I do understand the
administration trying to eliminate course
shopping.”

■ NEWS BRIEF
Juan Williams delivering
Black History Month
keynote address tonight
Fox News political analyst Juan Williams
will be on campus tonight.
Williams will be speaking for the Black
History Month keynote address in Downing
University Center auditorium at 7:30 p.m.
Williams has written six books on the political climate and the Civil Rights movement
in America and has won an Emmy award for
documentary filmmaking, according to the
website for the Office of Diversity Programs.
This is his first time speaking at WKU,
said Kenneth Johnson, assistant director for
Student Activities.

Williams’ career has lasted more than 20
years. He has worked as an op-ed columnist and White House correspondent for the
Washington Post, a senior correspondent for
NPR and is now a political analyst for Fox
News, according to the website.
In October 2010, he was fired from National Public Radio after comments he made
on the "The O’Reilly Factor," according to
a New York Times article. Williams’ firing
drew national media attention and resulted in
a new contract with Fox News.
The speech is presented by the WKU
Black History Celebration & Cultural Preservation Committee.
— Joanna Williams

JERRY ENGLEHART JR/HERALD

A WKU student walks past Parking Structure 1 during the ﬁrst big snow of February on
Monday.

NAMES
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

The NPHC now has a petition out,
hoping to gain enough signatures from
the student body to show the administration the student support for the
cause.
Austin Wingate, a member of Alpha
Phi Alpha and Speaker of the Student
Senate for the Student Government
Association, brought up the petition at
last Tuesday’s SGA meeting.
“The petition started up to bring
about awareness to the students about
what is going on and how we need support,” Wingate said.
New members of organizations in
the NPHC go through intake, which is
a three-to-four week, nationally-mandated process where they learn about
the history of their fraternity or sorority and get a better grasp of what they
are about to be initiated into. NPHC’s
pledging process is different than the
organizations in the Interfraternity
Council and the Panhellenic Association.
When new members are unveiled as
initiates, it’s supposed to be a surprise
to the rest of the student body, Wingate
said.
Charley Pride, director of Student
Activities, said the administration feels
it has the right to know who is going
through intake as a safety precaution.
“We don’t know who is going
through intake, so if they are doing
some stuff in that three-week period

that may not be approvable, then we
can’t do anything about it,” Pride said.
“They were only doing it that way for
12 or 13 years. Before that you used to
know all of the new members.”
Swope insisted that there is no hazing going on during the intake period.
She said it is a safety precaution even
for themselves to not reveal the names
of new members.
“They want to keep an eye on hazing
and keep the students safe, but we feel
it will have a reverse effect of keeping
students safe,” Swope said. “Because
of the culture of the NPHC on campus,
we feel it will be more of a hindrance,
and we feel people might be picked
on if other people know they are going through intake. In the past, people
just guess about who the initiates are
and even those people were subject to
being picked on, for whatever reason.”
Like Wingate, Pride also voiced his
opinion at last week’s SGA meeting.
“I didn’t tell people not to sign the
petition. I was just giving my side of
the story,” Pride said. “They have been
doing it this way for a long time, and it
means a lot for them. But we feel it is
time for change.”
Swope said she hopes to soon have
a meeting with Howard Bailey, vice
president for Student Affairs, as well as
other administrators, including Pride,
to present the petition.
“We want to show them it is not just
people in these organizations who want
this to change, but it is also people
throughout the student body who recognize the issue,” Swope said.

WKUHERALD.COM
"Congress shall make no law
... abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press ..."
FIRST AMENDMENT, U.S. CONSTITUTION
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VENT
Something on your mind?
Let it out. E-mail us at
opinion@chherald.com.

JASMINE KELLY
Atlanta junior

“Bowling Green PD needs to chill.
I’ve seen them pulling people over
too much lately. Seems like there
are more important things to
worry about.”

AMANDA
ALTHEIDE
Nashville
sophomore

“I love going to GADS around 11 at
night; that’s when the doughnuts
taste best. If you don’t like them,
you should give it another try.”

Pack the house
Home games should be marketed better to students
THE ISSUE: The basketball teams
have suffered lackluster attendance at
home games this season.
OUR STANCE: The Athletics department should do more to promote home
games and get the campus community
excited enough to show up.
Last Wednesday about 6,000 students from Warren County and surrounding schools were bused in to
attend a Lady Toppers game for the
Spread the Red Education Day.
Sure, it was nice to see the kids having fun. But the Herald wonders why
the same effort rarely comes from the
Athletics department toward the students already on campus.
Attendance has been sparse for both
basketball teams this season, and it
might be partly the result of little promotion to the campus community.
At the season’s start, home game
attendance at men’s basketball games
was comfortable; game 12 had the highest attendance at 7,326. Sadly, though,
many of those were probably there just
because the game was against Louisville. Lately, attendance has dwindled.

For the Lady Toppers, attendance
rarely even surpasses 1,000.
The Herald suggests the athletic
marketing team do more to target students. They could send an e-mail a day
or two before a home game. The teams
could go door-to-door in dorms or
around to tables in Fresh Foods to pass
out T-shirts or other WKU gear close to
a game day.
Whatever their methods, they should
be stronger than sticking a game schedule on dorm doors or posting signs in
the ground that often linger after game
day is over. Sometimes it seems the
only indicators of a home game are
yellow barricades along the Avenue of
Champions and the bundled-up parking
attendants sitting by them.
Touchdown Tuesdays, Spirit Day
campaigns and tailgating are well-promoted during football season. The same
attention should be shown to all athletics.
We recognize the giveaways, cash
grab games and other halftime incentives offered during games. But those
are no good if students aren’t there to
participate.

MATTHEW
CLUBBS
Portland, Tenn.
sophomore

The marketing isn’t the only problem, though. Students, you are responsible for supporting our teams, too. Especially when all you need to enter the
game is your WKU ID card. There is
no extra fee, and everyone should take
advantage of that.
Student athletes and coaches work
hard to represent our university, not
only in sports but in academic and other
fields also. And though the teams don’t
win them all, a part of school pride is
sticking with the home team despite
their losses.
Any athlete should play well regardless of the number of people watching.
But no one can deny that cheers and
waving red towels give them a little extra push during game time.
If the Athletics department wants
the national attention they so often talk
about, they should focus on building
some local attention first. And students
should be the biggest part of that focus.

“I want to say this to the president himself: What the heck
happened to Taco Bell? Why
replace it with Taco’s Last Stand
and sushi? That place is on its
last stand, for real.”

have an
opinion?
Write a letter to the editor
(250 words or less) or a
commentary (500 words
and a photo). E-mail them
to opinion@chherald.com.

This editorial represents the majority
opinion of the Heraldʼs 10-member editorial board.

COMMENTARY

Some recent Herald advertisements inappropriate
I am an avid reader of the Herald and
have mostly been impressed with the
quality of the paper. In the last two weeks,
though, I have had to scratch my head and
ask the question, “Why?”
My first “Why?” the other day was,
“Why does the Herald feel it appropriate
to gain advertising money from an Adult
Bookstore with the tagline ‘Come in and
get a free DVD’?”
I understand that individuals attending
WKU are adults and thus may make adult
decisions. I have nothing against sexuality or sexual curiosity for adults. However,
I feel there is a bit of a disconnect here.
Would WKU put up a banner on the baseball field for the same Adult Bookstore? I
would think not.
It is also my understanding that students are not allowed to look at pornography on school-owned computers, but

it’s okay to have
a free DVD? This
seems a bit off.
The
advertisement simply made
me pause, but it is
not a deal breaker
for me as a reader.
I just don't think
it was up to par
ANDREW FULTZ
for the level that
Graduate assistant,
I know the Herald
social work
can play.
department
My
second
“Why?”
came
with the Shenanigans ad. Why does the
Herald (or Shenanigans) feel it necessary
to have the leprechaun throwing up on the
ground with the tag line “Drown those
back-to-school sorrows away?”
At this I find myself having to take

great pause for three reasons.
Was it necessary to insinuate that individuals should get so intoxicated that
they would have to vomit? Does the
Herald not realize the long-standing issue of alcohol abuse and misuse on college campuses across the country? Does
the Herald not understand that there are
those on this and other campuses who
are impressionable enough to fail to realize that drinking to the point of illness
is not healthy and not acceptable, not to
mention that most college students are
not 21 and older?
Now, I am not against establishments
who serve alcohol, such as bars, pubs or
even Shenanigans advertising in the paper. Though the adult bookstore made me
pause, it was not enough for me to really
have that great of a problem.
Yet, I have to see this second bit of ad-

vertising blunder as a reoccurring theme.
Yes, the picture is funny and humorous,
and I think I understand what the piece of
advertising is trying to do, but we are an
educated people. I must point out that the
advertisement brings up a valid argument:
Is it in the best interest of the students?
My reader loyalty stands with the Herald; I feel this paper, and journalism as a
whole, must be protected, supported and
encouraged. I just think we could be doing better.
This commentary doesn't necessarily represent the views of the Herald or the university.
Editor's note: For more about the advertising policies of the Herald, which is
completely advertising supported, visit
the Editor's Blog at wkuherald.com.
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Proceeds from
trivia bowl go
to Scottsville
children's camp

Reptile Expo

By KATHERINE WADE
news@chherald.com

CHRISTIAN RANDOLPH/HERALD

Chasey Jessie, 9, holds a Kenyan Sand Boa from Mark and Jennifer Huntley's booth at the Kentucky Reptile Expo at the
Carroll Knicely Conference Center on Saturday.

RECYCLING
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Harris, who co-founded WKU’s
Americans for Informed Democracy
organization, said recycling is a great
way for students to get involved in
helping the environment.
One way for students to get involved in that effort is RecycleMania, a competition among universities to reduce waste and increase
recycling on their campuses over a
10-week period.
RecycleMania started Feb. 6 and
runs until April 8. According to the
RecycleMania website, there are 630
colleges across the country competing this year. The schools are ranked

based upon which one “collects the largest amount of recyclables per capita, the largest
amount of total recyclables, the
least amount of trash per capita,
or have the highest recycling
rate.”
Harris said he hoped RecycleMania would encourage college students to think more about
recycling and its importance.
“We can all recognize that
in the space we live in, the resources we use are precious and
finite,” he said. “We still have
quite a long time on this planet, so if we’re not careful with
our resources, we could end up
messing up our environment for
ourselves.”

We still have quite
a long time on this
planet, so if we’re not
careful with our resources, we could end
up messing up our
environment for ourselves."
—CHARLIE HARRIS
Morganﬁeld senior

■ NEWS BRIEFS
University Textbook
and Supply owner hopes
to change road name
Soon, a portion of Old Morgantown Road may be renamed Bookstore Way.
The portion, which would begin at Rochester Avenue and end
at University Boulevard, is scheduled to be renamed because of the
expansion of University Textbook
and Supply, owner Robert Hall
said.
At a Bowling Green City Commission meeting on Feb. 1, the
proposal to rename this portion of
the road passed in its first reading

by a 4-0 vote.
If the proposal passes in its second reading, Hall will be responsible for purchasing the appropriate
signage.
Hall said UTS has a growing
number of customers, and a new
building and parking lot is being
constructed to accommodate them.
“We’re going from 14 to 25
parking spaces,” Hall said. “We’re
doing this to better serve everyone.”
The building is expected to be
completed by March 15, he said.
For the site work, Hall said several alleys were closed, making
travel confusing for emergency

5

vehicles.
So Hall said he petitioned to
change the road name to eliminate
error.
After only having to gain three
signatures, Hall said he submitted a name suggestion, which was
passed by city officials.
With other road construction
taking place on Old Morgantown
Road, Hall said the road name
change is just one aspect of the
betterment of Old Morgantown
Road.
“There’s exciting things going
on our side of the railroad tracks,”
Hall said.
— Caitlin Carter

Students, faculty and
members of the Bowling
Green community will get
a chance to have fun and
give back at Big Red’s
Trivia Bowl on March 19.
Big Red’s Trivia Bowl
is an annual event hosted
by Honors Toppers, student ambassadors for the
Honors College. This will
be the third year for the
event.
This year, proceeds will
go to the Center for Courageous Kids, an organization in Scottsville that provides children with various
health issues a chance to
go camp for free.
Sarah Keltner, Alumni
and Community Outreach
Coordinator for the Center for Courageous Kids,
said she appreciates when
groups make them a part
of their fundraisers.
“No child or family
pays to attend our camp.
It is funded solely by donations,” she said. “Every
penny of every donation
means a lot to us and truly
makes a difference.”
Keltner said the campers they serve, who battle
illnesses such as cancer,
autism, epilepsy and diabetes, are some of the
bravest kids they know.

Winchester
junior
Whitney
Montgomery,
coordinator of events for
Honors Toppers, said they
chose the Center for Courageous Kids because they
wanted to start a partnership with an organization
near Bowling Green.
Montgomery said the
goal this year is to raise
$2,000, which will pay for
a full camper sponsorship.
“We wanted the money
to go to something besides
an electrical bill,” she
said. “We wanted to help
in a real, tangible way.”
The theme for the trivia
bowl this year is Wizard
of Oz.
Somerset junior Kathryn Crawford, public relations coordinator for
Honors Toppers, said the
theme was chosen because the center’s mascot
is a lion.
“These kids have to exhibit a lot of courage for
what they are doing, so we
wanted to incorporate that
into our sponsorship,” she
said.
Anyone who wants to
participate in the event
can form a team of four
to six people. It costs $30
per team to enter, and
participants can register
online by going to www.
wku.edu/honors/registera-team.

is freaky fast
your thing?
give jimmy
john’s a ring!
Shane K. - Haslett, MI

jimmyjohns.com
1916 RUSSELLVILLE RD.
270.393.8884
1006 State Street
Bowling Green, KY 42104
(270) 846-1195

Monday-Friday 11am-9pm
Saturday 11:30am-9pm
Closed on Sunday

Within Walking Distance of Campus
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Green Bay Packers fan Jerm
Henderson, a Bowling Green
resident, reacts inside Hilligans bar as the Packers
stop the Pittsburgh Steelers’ last drive in the fourth
quarter of Superbowl XLV.
The stop allowed the Packers to take over on downs
and run out the clock to win
the game 31-25.
CHRISTIAN RANDOLPH/HERALD

ABBEY OLDHAM/HERALD

Upton junior Bethany Riggs, left, and Eddy Cobane, a senior at Bowling Green
High School, react to a missed play by the Steelers at the Honors College Super
Bowl party on Sunday in the MMTH auditorium.
JABIN BOTSFORD FOR THE HERALD

Phi Gamma Delta fraternity members and guests watch Super Bowl XLV Sunday at a party held in the
basement of the Fiji house.

NEW
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

The video of Guidry, which has created
a sensation of more than 98,000 viewers, revealed an energetic side during his pregame
speech in the locker room before Miami’s
bowl win.
At the end of Guidry’s speech, he now-famously said, “Let’s go get our damn trophy.”
Guidry joked it will be the first thing he says
when he meets the Toppers’ defense.
“What you see with me is what you get,”
Guidry said. “Very emotional, high strung,
I coach really hard, and when they make a

play, I’ll be more excited than they are. They
are going to think I’m a crazy man.”
The emotion behind Guidry’s coaching is
something Taggart said he hopes will translate well to a defense that has seen three defensive coordinators come and go in the last
three years.
But it’s also a defense that is catching onto
the “juice” Taggart has been preaching, and
one that just recruited 10 players on the defensive side for the 2011 season.
“I’m a big believer from a defensive
standpoint, the defense is going to play like
the coordinator’s personality,” Taggart said.
“Lance has a lot of energy, a lot of juice like
we want and a little craziness out there, too.

He brings that energy that we need on defense.
“It can’t be boring over there. That side of
the ball is different, and you need someone
that’s different.”
With the help of Guidry, Miami won the
Mid-American Conference East division
with a 7-1 record in 2010. Just a year earlier,
the Red Hawks finished 1-7 in the conference.
That type of improvement is what Miami
Director of Athletics Brad Bates said makes
WKU very fortunate to have Guidry join its
staff.
“Lance’s head coaching debut inspired
not only our entire community, but became

a national sensation because of his passion,
sincerity, intellect and creativity,” Bates said.
For Guidry, it was destiny that he stepped
into the interim coach position at Miami —
and that his YouTube fame caught Taggart’s
eye.
“You never know what the Lord’s plan
is,” Guidry said. “I was going to follow
(Mike Haywood) to Pitt and be a DB coach
and triple my salary, then there was talk
about applying for the head job at Miami, but
that didn’t happen. Then there was Western
Kentucky, and it was just the right place for
my family. My wife’s excited, my children
are excited, and that’s the most important
thing for me.”

Hair and Tanning

Free Tanning Day!
Tuesday, February 8
M-Th: 10-8
Fri: 10-5
Sat: 12-3
On campus:
Bates Runner Dorm

Monthly Unlimited
$24.95
no memberships required

745-6155

Tanning Packages &
Lotion make great
Valentine’s day gifts!
Need a new look for
Valentine’s Day?
See our experienced
cosmetologist!

Exclusive content
available on our
website
wkuherald.com
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Study abroad: Leave Toppers overcome ﬂu
your baggage at home bout for strong weekend
By STEPHANI STACY
diversions@chherald.com

TAKORADI, Ghana — It was
the first day on the Semester at Sea
voyage of the spring 2011 semester,
and it was obvious most of its 700
student voyagers were terrified.
We had just boarded a ship full
of complete strangers and were to
spend the next 3 1/2 months traveling to countries most of us had
never been to.
One of the orientation speakers helped me put the cause of
this anxiety into words: we were
afraid because we were in a foreign environment with no familiar
faces for comfort, and we had little control over what would happen to us.
This confrontation of our own
shortcomings helped us adjust to
our new surroundings. The uncertainty the other students and I
shared would make us fast friends,
but we weren’t aware of that yet.
The last three weeks have taught
me that the best way to immerse
yourself into an unfamiliar culture
is to just let go of your expectations,
the desire to have absolute control
over your life and all the baggage
you should have left at home.
When you study abroad, your
time is fleeting, and all the energy
spent thinking of home or wishing
you could be somewhere else is
wasted.
At first the MV Explorer was
as foreign an environment to me
as the three continents on our itinerary. But after less than a month
here, the ship has become a second home, and these 700 people
have become my family.
Brochures for study abroad
have made the phrase “enriching
your education” a meaningless
cliché. But these words actually
ring true for me while I am here
on this ship. I have never experienced education more viscerally
than while I am trekking in Domi-

Wish you were here
This is the second in an
ocassional series of columns
by two Herald reporters who
are studying abroad this
semester. They'll write about
their experiences and provide
insight for students who are
considering studying abroad.
nica to study natural hot springs
or using my Spanish (and the very
little Portuguese I know) to haggle with a street vendor in Brazil.
Studying abroad, anywhere, is
truly enriching in that it puts you
outside your comfort zone. And as
each port brings me farther away
from home to places progressively
more alien to me, I become more
intent on immersing myself in
these new sensations: the conflicting smells of fresh basil and rancid
meat of a Brazilian fish market;
the opaque, mirror-like surface of
the Amazon River at night, hiding
a diverse kingdom of a thousand
different organisms; the way the
rough stones of Dominica’s beaches chafe my feet as I wade into
the warm turquoise waters of the
Caribbean Sea. Photographs aren't
enough. You must be there in the
moment, with every one of your
senses open and receptive.
I might typically advise you to
forget your fear of the unknown if
you study abroad, but I know I will
have to eat my words eventually.
But that’s part of the voyage. What
I learn about the world, and myself,
in Ghana (where I am currently) I
will carry with me to the next ports.
I hope my experiences will be
worth more than all the photos I
take or the trinkets I buy. I hope
they will enable me to see the
United States and my own home in
a new light when I return in April.
But for now, it’s time to explore Africa.

By LUCAS AULBACH
sports@chherald.com

The track and field teams
fared well at the Middle Tennessee Invitational this weekend, despite a case of the flu
putting several members out of
commission.
Assistant Coach Craig
Morehead didn’t give an exact
number of athletes that caught
the flu but said it was a noticeable chunk of the team.
“Obviously, if you take a
large portion of the group out,
it’s going to affect the whole
team,” he said.
The absences were noticed
by the team as well.
“One of our big distance
guys was out with the flu,”
sophomore runner Landon Taylor said. “It was a big downer.”
While several members of
the team were unable to perform
due to the illness, the teams came
away with what Head Coach
Erik Jenkins called “a good day
at a low-key meet.”
The weekend’s meet will be
the last low-key event for the
team, though. The teams will
split up this weekend and go
to three separate parts of the

ASSISTS

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Howard had 24 points
against ULM and said
McNear was the reason she
was able to get in a rhythm
offensively.
“It helps when someone can
dish it out the way Amy does,”
Howard said. “When she turns
the corner, the defense is going
to have to help. Otherwise,
she’s going for the cup.
“So if I can step out, and she
can give me a dish and I can hit
it, then she’s helping me, I’m
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country to compete in their last
events before the Sun Belt Conference Championship.
If there was a good time for
the flu bug to catch the teams,
it may have been last weekend.
With entries in Murfreesboro,
Tenn., already limited, the
teams were able to compete in
all of the events they planned to
perform in.
Taylor said the meet went as
well as any other meet they’ve
been in, despite the absences.
“I ran about as good as I normally do, and the team we had
performed well,” he said.
Jenkins said he saw a lot of
positives at the meet, including
standout performances from
some of the field members. He
said the throwers and jumpers
stood out in their events.
The Lady Toppers swept
the top three places in each of
the throwing events, and senior
Toms Andersons, junior Alex
Miller and sophomore Evan
Pitt also claimed wins in jump
events.
“The kids that were healthy
did a pretty good job,” Morehead said.
Jenkins stressed the importance of improving in meets like

Saturday’s.
“The big thing is to go in,
focus and improve,” he said. “If
you’re not improving, try to see
what you’re doing wrong.”
For the split meets this
weekend, some distance runners will be at the University
of Washington, some distance
runners and throwers will go to
Grand Valley State University
in Michigan and the rest of the
team will go back to Middle
Tennessee to compete.
Jenkins said one of the most
important parts of preparing for
the upcoming meets is staying
healthy.
“There is no magic format for success,” he said. “We
need to keep working and stay
healthy.”
Taylor said he will be with
the majority of the team in Murfreesboro to compete this coming weekend.
He said with the conference
championships just around the
corner, it’s important that the
teams leave the flu behind.
“This week is more of a rest
week than others,” Taylor said.
“Next week we’ll be working hard to prepare for conference.”

helping her and we’re helping
the team.”
McNear’s 141 assists this
season is far and away tops on
the team. The next closest on
the list is senior guard Hope
Brown with 36.
But McNear isn’t just an
assist machine. She’s averaging
9.6 points per game and leads
the team in steals with 34.
Cowles said the Lady
Toppers simply need McNear
on the floor for the offense to
work like it’s designed to.
“We all know Amy can
score for us from the point
guard position, but she’s just

gotten really creative and
involving her teammates in
that creativity,” she said. “But
we need Amy to produce like
that in both of those stat lines.
We need for her to dish the
basketball as well as score for
us.”
Senior forward Arnika
Brown simply labeled McNear
as a point guard who looks out
for her teammates first.
“She’s great at distributing
the ball and getting her
teammates good shots. It’s as
simple as that,” Brown said.
“Who wouldn’t love to play
with a point guard like that?”
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WKU baseball, Hot Rods
continue partnership
By BRAD STEPHENS
sports@chherald.com

JERRY ENGLEHART JR/HERALD

The Lady Toppers warm up with offensive practices before they begin their scrimmage at the
WKU Softball Complex on Friday.

YOUNG
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

“There are a lot of things from last year
that we wanted to change,” she said. “So,
we’re looking at it as a fresh new start that
we can all get on the same page and grow
together throughout the years.”
WKU isn’t relying solely on its
sophomore standouts, though.
Garcia said she’s putting particular
emphasis on the freshmen to fill the
offensive void. She was placed in a
similar situation last season when starting
first baseman Shannon Smith injured her
ankle, and Garcia stepped into the lineup
as her replacement.
Garcia ultimately started 49 of WKU’s
51 games as a result.
“The freshmen class is very talented,
and they’ve brought a good amount of
hitters too,” she said. “So I think we’ve
filled in that gap, if not added more talent.”
Talent or not, Perry said WKU still
lacks in crucial experience. But she said
she has been trying to grow and develop it
in practice through drills and repetition so

MOOD
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

“Those are the kinds of plays that you
want to represent your program when we
talk about our identity,” Ken McDonald said.
“You want your fan base to look at that play
and say, ‘Wow, when I come out to see the
Hilltoppers, that’s what I see — that effort.’”
Kerusch said that effort hasn’t been
around all season, largely because the
Toppers’ have often taken themselves too
seriously.
“We just had fun,” he said. “Seriously,
we picked up our defensive intensity, and
it looked like we had fun doing it. We’re

the younger players can have “the proper
reaction in games.”
But drills and hard work don’t
necessarily replace the leadership that
comes with familiarity to real-game
situations, so Perry said she’s taking a less
conventional approach to shore up that
weakness.
“We’ve also done quite a bit of
leadership training trying to prepare
our upperclassmen to help our younger
players through the different ups and
downs of the season,” Perry said. “We
separate them, and the juniors and seniors
are going over more leadership style —
verbal or lead-by-example or both.”
Not all of the Lady Toppers agree that
their youth is a negative. Sulaski said the
team could even use it to their advantage
this season, which begins Friday at the
Gaucho Classic in Santa Barbara, Calif.
“I think one of our strengths is being a
young team because we’re out there just
having fun, and there’s no real pressure
on us like seniors that have to perform,”
Sulaski said. “No one is going to expect
us to do well, so I think that’s going to be
a positive for us.”
back to having fun, and it started with our
defense.”
At 5-5 in the Sun Belt, the Toppers sit
in third in the league’s East division. They
have seven regular season games left to
work their way into a No. 2 seed and a
first-round bye in the Sun Belt Tournament, starting at home Thursday against
Middle Tennessee.
But if things are going to finally come
together, Kahlil McDonald said WKU
needs to take Kerusch’s advice and lighten up a little.
“We’re athletic enough to stop anybody in this league,” he said. “So the energy — we shouldn’t have that problem
again hopefully.”

WKU is seeking an electric home
atmosphere and a recruiting edge.
The Bowling Green Hot Rods,
in just their third year, are seeking
hometown attention.
The two teams think they’ve found
an avenue for achieving those goals
by working together.
It was announced last Thursday
that WKU will play its April 5 home
game against Louisville and April
19 home game against Kentucky at
Bowling Green Ballpark, home of the
Single-A Hot Rods.
Last April, in their first-ever game
at the downtown stadium, the Toppers handed the Wildcats a 24-8 loss
in front of 6,183 fans. It was the largest crowd to ever see a college baseball
game in Kentucky.
WKU Head Coach Chris Finwood
said at Thursday’s press conference
that expanding the partnership with
the Hot Rods to include the Louisville
game “made a lot of sense.”
Finwood’s Toppers hope the Bowling Green Ballpark atmosphere will
provide a boost against a team that had
WKU’s number in 2010. The Cardinals swept the Toppers in a home-andhome series last season.
“They’ve been the best baseball program in the state for the last five years,”
Finwood said. “It’s another big-time top25 program we get to have in there.”
WKU’s rivalries with Kentucky and
Louisville also go beyond the playing
field.
Since the three schools constantly
compete for the best local recruits,
Finwood said he’ll take any advantage
provided by superior facilities.
The official capacity of Bowling
Green Ballpark is 5,700. Compare that
to Kentucky’s Cliff Hagan Stadium,
which holds 3,000, and Louisville’s
Jim Patterson Stadium, which holds
2,000.
“Anytime you can add another coat
of glossy paint to your program, it
makes it look better,” Finwood said.
“Playing there is one more thing we

Anytime you can add
another coat of glossy
paint to your program,
it makes it look better."
—CHRIS FINWOOD
Head coach

can tell kids and families when we’re
on the road.”
Athletics Director Ross Bjork said
playing games in a sold-out Bowling
Green Ballpark illustrates the university’s commitment to baseball.
“It elevates the program, it helps
recruiting to say that we’re playing in
this ballpark, and it helps the community to realize our program is getting
bigger and better each and every year,”
Bjork said.
While Finwood and Bjork said they
see obvious benefits for the Toppers,
Hot Rods President Brad Taylor said
the partnership between the two entities has brought rewards for his organization as well.
“The relationship we have with
Western Kentucky University was the
gateway for getting a lot of students in
the ballpark that may not have come
yet to see a Hot Rods game,” Taylor
said. “To be able to have that kind
of event there is a feather in the cap
for South Central Kentucky, Bowling
Green, us and WKU.”
Having Bowling Green Ballpark as
an option for WKU may also help the
program’s efforts to host postseason
tournaments.
Bjork said the two sides have talked
about potentially hosting not only the
Sun Belt Tournament, but hopefully an
NCAA Regional or Super Regional.
“We would love to host as many of
the big-time events there as possible,”
Bjork said. “If we’re going to be able
to host 6,000 people, then that’s a great
venue to do that.”

Service
Exchange
WhAT:

Networking event!

Network with other students and
nonproﬁt organizations, exchange ideas
on methods of participating within the
organization or creating projects
within the community.
Exchange Service Ideas On The Following Topics:
Arts
Environment
Health
NuRturing Communities
Youth & Education

Swipeable event!

WhEN:
Thursday, 4pm
(Refreshments & Networking Available at 3:30pm)

Where:
Room 340
Downing University Center
Hosted By The
Western Kentucky University ALIVE Center
The American Humanics Student Association
Visit wkualivecenter.com to RSVP!
Submitting an RSVP is not required, but it is helpful in determining
how many people to expect.
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Young Lady
Tops embracing
roster turnover
By NICK BRATCHER
sports@chherald.com

REBECCA BARNETT/HERALD

Senior forward Steffphon Pettigrew lays up the ball during the ﬁrst half of WKU’s game against Louisiana-Monroe on Saturday,
Feb. 5. WKU won 81-61.

Lightening
the mood
Toppers having fun as season winds down
By ZACH GREENWELL
sports@chherald.com

Senior forward Sergio Kerusch said the Toppers didn’t need any dramatic speeches after last
Thursday’s loss to South Alabama.
There weren’t any big, defining locker-room
moments like you’d see in the movies.
Instead, Kerusch said they understood it was
simply time to go back to work Saturday against
Louisiana-Monroe.
“It was an unspoken truth,” he said. “Everybody just knew what had to be done. We just
came in and punched in our timecards and made
it happen. We had a tenacity about us that was
just crazy.”
WKU (10-12, 5-5 Sun Belt Conference)
blitzed ULM with improved energy Saturday,
breezing to a comfortable 81-61 win.
The victory was a stark comparison to last
Thursday, when the Toppers’ self-proclaimed lack
of energy cost them an 80-76 loss in Diddle Arena.
“We weren’t like dogs in the South Alabama
game, but we weren’t warriors,” Head Coach Ken
McDonald said. “We weren’t playing the kind of
game we needed to, especially with how we had

been building with our defense and team plays
and hustle plays.
“But I am proud of the fact that the guys really
bounced back with a lot more effort on the defensive side, and a lot more energy and enthusiasm.”
WKU won over Saturday’s crowd in Diddle
with numerous hustle plays.
There was Kerusch diving for a missed free
throw with the Toppers already up 18. There was
junior guard Kahlil McDonald and sophomore
center Teeng Akol making possession-saving
passes to senior forward Juan Pattillo for a dunk.
And there was Akol, a rarely used reserve,
flashing his blocking skills and a set of post
moves.
“Things like that are contagious,” Kahlil McDonald said. “When one guy does it, you hope
that other players feed off of it. If one guy or two
guys step up, the rest will follow.”
Ken McDonald specifically praised the diving
save by Kerusch in his postgame press conference. After criticizing the seniors’ lack of leadership on Thursday, McDonald said Kerusch set the
tone by going the extra mile.

Of last season’s top-five leaders in batting average, just one will return for WKU softball this season.
That’s one of several changes the Lady Toppers
must overcome when they take the field this spring.
With six freshmen and seven sophomores, Head
Coach Tyra Perry said youth will be the biggest
challenge for WKU this year.
“Two of our juniors — one, it’s her second year
with us because she’s a transfer, and the other, it’s
her first year because she’s a transfer,” Perry said.
“So, even in our upper class we’re still very young
and new to Western Kentucky.”
That’s not to say the Lady Toppers are lacking in
young talent, however.
Last season as freshmen, pitcher Mallorie Sulaski and utility fielder Ciara Garcia lead the team in
batting average and runs scored, respectively.
Sulaski was named to the All-Sun Belt Conference second team, batting .340 and posting seven
wins on the mound.
Sulaski said the team is actually excited for the
large roster turnover.
SEE YOUNG, PAGE 9

FOOTBALL

Guidry brings
big personality
to new job
By EMILY PATTON
sports@chherald.com

It’s hard to match Head Coach Willie Taggart’s enthusiasm, but WKU’s coaching staff may have found
a person who can.
On Friday, Taggart announced his hire of Lance
Guidry, who comes from Miami (Ohio), as new defensive coordinator for the Toppers.
Guidry was the defensive backs coach for the Red
Hawks for the past two seasons and served as interim
head coach during Miami’s 35-21 win over Middle
Tennessee in the 2011 GoDaddy.com Bowl.
While three others interviewed for the position,
Taggart said it was Guidry’s personality seen in a YouTube video that helped win him the job.
“When we lost coach (Clint) Bowen, I felt our defense needed someone with a lot of energy and was
very enthusiastic and could motivate our guys and
players,” Taggart said. “And like everyone else, I’ve
seen his video on YouTube and was like, ‘That’s what
I’m looking for.’”

SEE MOOD, PAGE 9
SEE NEW, PAGE 6

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

McNear dishing out assists, offense for WKU
By COLE CLAYBOURN
sports@chherald.com

JOSH MAUSER/HERALD

Senior guard Amy McNear drives the ball to the basket during the second half.
McNear is currently averaging 7.1 assists per game, which ranks second in the nation.

Senior guard Amy McNear couldn’t contain her excitement after Saturday’s win over
Louisiana-Monroe when she realized she had a
double-double.
She let out a scream, similar to that of a child
opening up a Christmas present they were so
hoping for.
“She knew,” senior forward Arnika Brown
said jokingly, which McNear quickly denied.
“I’ve been so close these couple of games,”
McNear said. “I’ve either had nine points and
six rebounds, or I had nine assists and six points.
So I’ve been close, and it just feels good to finally get that double-double.”
McNear’s 17 points and 10 assists on Saturday was the first points-assists double-double at
WKU since McNear had 14 points and 10 assists
against Louisiana-Lafayette on Jan. 21, 2009.
But dishing out assists is nothing new to
McNear. She became a member of the 500 assists club earlier in the season, and her 10 assists

on Saturday brought her season total to 141 — a
career high.
After Saturday’s game, her assists average
rose to 7.1 per game, which ranks second in the
country.
Head Coach Mary Taylor Cowles said
it wasn’t until a week ago that she realized
McNear was second in the nation in assists.
But that didn’t mean she was blind to what
McNear has been doing all season on offense.
“It’s been a huge help, to be honest,” she
said. “With the poor shooting we had early on
in the season, if we were hitting some of those
layups that we missed, she’d probably be averaging a whole lot more assists at this point in
the season.”
That poor shooting has turned into good
shooting in the past two games for the Lady
Toppers, and sophomore forward Janae Howard
credited that to McNear. WKU shot 40 percent
on Wednesday against South Alabama and 45.3
percent on Saturday against ULM.
SEE ASSISTS, PAGE 8
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