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• Senior guard Tifany Zaragoza picked 
up her first career double-double with 
14 points and 10 assists against North 
Texas, her third straight game scoring 
in double figures.

      Sports editor Jason Stamm:
sports@wkuherald.com

Photo editor Sarah Wright:
photo@wkuherald.com

�:�f�e�k�X�Z�k�1

Lady Toppers
continue streak

Western falls to North 
Texas a second time

B Y  E D  L U K I N S

Herald reporter
Despite overcoming a 21-

point, second-half deficit, 
Western still came up short in 
a 74-70 loss at North Texas 
Saturday night. 

The loss gives the Mean 
Green (16-7, 7-5 Sun Belt 
Conference) a season sweep 
of Western (17-8, 9-4), as the 
Toppers dropped the first meet-
ing of the teams, 86-85, on Dec. 
19. 

For most of Saturday’s 
match-up, however, North 
Texas appeared to have the vic-
tory well in hand, building a 
12-point halftime lead into a 21-
point advantage with just over 
10 minutes remaining.

“It was a tough game like 
we knew it would be,” coach 
Darrin Horn said. “Our guys 
showed a tremendous amount 
of courage coming back after 

a very poor offensive perfor-
mance in the first half when we 
couldn’t get anything 
to go down.”

Junior forward 
Courtney Lee had 
nine points and two 
rebounds at the break, 
and scored just one 
point in the first nine 
minutes and 54 sec-
onds of the second 
half. 

Lee found his 
groove, though, fin-
ishing with a game-
best 25 points and seven boards 
before fouling out with a little 
more than two minutes remain-
ing. 

With the contest tied at 69, 
freshman guard A.J. Slaughter 
made the second of two free 
throws with 36 seconds left to 
give Western its first lead since 
the 13:51 mark of the first half.

Lee’s absence was felt in the 
final minutes as Western even-

tually lost the lead, 
forced several ill-
advised shots and 
was forced to foul.

Junior guard 
Tyrone Brazelton 
added 12 points  for 
the Toppers who 
shot 40.4 percent 
from the field for 
the game. 

North Texas shot 
50 percent for the 
night, going seven 

for 17 from behind the arc, but 
shot only 60 percent from the 
free-throw line.

“I think North Texas is prob-
ably the most talented team in 
our league, athletically,” Horn 
said. “They made some plays 
down the stretch, and you need 
to credit them for that.”

S E E TE X AS ,  P A G E 1 0

B Y  A N D R E W  R O B I N S O N

Herald reporter
Paced by five individual 

wins, the Toppers took their 
winning streak to 20 and com-
pleted their second straight 
undefeated season Saturday 
against Southern Illinois.

Freshman Peyton Thomas 
swept the diving events, plac-
ing first in both the 1-meter 
and 3-meter dives. Junior 
Brian Lewis hit the wall first 
in the 200-yard medley relay 
while junior Francis Gilmore 
placed first in the 200-yard 
backstroke. Freshman Sean 
Penhale won the 1,000-yard 
freestyle.

Though the divers participat-
ed in just two events, Thomas 
was able to take some of the 
spotlight on Saturday with his 
sweep of the events.

“I was happy to contrib-
ute, especially against SIU,” 

Thomas said. “I could feel that 
coach was like ‘we really need-
ed your points.’”

The meet Saturday featured 
only the Toppers. Coach Bruce 
Marchionda said the events were 
much closer together without the 
Lady Toppers.

“I thought we handled racing 
back to back, you know, multiple 
races in a short amount of time 
better than SIU,” Marchionda 
said. “And that’s what ended up 
being the difference.”

Marchionda said the team 
set forth the goal to have 
an undefeated season at the 
beginning of the year.

“We knew with our schedule 
that was going to be a very dif-
ficult task, and tougher than last 
year,” Marchionda said.

The Toppers’ schedule fea-
tured Atlantic Coast Conference 
teams Duke and Maryland, as 
well as Louisville.

“We were fully expecting it 
to be a lofty goal for us to go 
undefeated,” Marchionda said.

Marchionda said the men 
have responded well when they 
needed to throughout the year.

Following the victory, he said 
the celebration was very short.

“They got excited after the 
meet,” Marchionda said. “But I 
think all of them know that our 
work isn’t done yet. It’s nice, but 
it’s not the end.”

The Toppers’ and Lady 
Toppers’ training load will 
decrease as they look ahead 
to the Sun Belt Conference 
Championships in Nashville 
Feb. 15-17.

“We’re in what we call 
our taper where we’re reduc-
ing the work load each day,” 
Marchionda said.

Reach Andrew Robinson 
at sports@wkuherald.com.

B Y  D A V I D  H A R T E N

Herald reporter
Different game plans are created for different opponents. 
But it was a familiar game plan that aided the Lady Toppers Saturday night.
Two nights after using early defensive pressure and aggressive offense to come 

away with a 78-69 victory over Louisiana-Monroe on Thursday, Western used a 
similar strategy to defeat North Texas 82-68 in Diddle Arena.

The Lady Toppers (16-5, 10-2 Sun Belt Conference East Division) extended 
their season-high winning streak to five games.

“We’re really happy to pick up another conference win and try to spread (the 
conference picture) out a little bit,” coach Mary Taylor Cowles said. “But it’s 
a 40-minute basketball game. We had some defensive letdowns that I felt were 
uncharacteristic for this time of year.”

The Lady Toppers got as much as a 25-point lead on the Mean Green (6-15, 3-8 
Sun Belt West) late in the first half, and never relinquished it.

Senior guard Tifany Zaragoza continued her streak of three consecutive double-
figure-scoring games with 14 points on the night. She also added 10 assists for the 
first double-double of her career.

“I think we moved the ball well,” Zaragoza said. “With that, we were able to get 
inside and kick it outside and people were knocking down shots.”

Junior forward Crystal Kelly finished with 19 points and nine rebounds, ending 
her streak of scoring at least 20 points in six consecutive games.

Sophomore forward Dominique Duck finished with 14 points and said the team 
has worked on getting everyone involved all year.

“When Crystal goes down (in foul trouble), we can’t hang our heads and say ‘oh 
here we go again,’” she said. “We all know our roles and we do them well. When 
a person goes down, that means somebody else has to step up.”

S E E S T R E A K,  P A G E 1 0

I don’t get it.
Many call it the biggest game on the planet.
According to the Super Bowl’s Web site, 141.4 

million people tuned in to see Pittsburgh triumph 
over Seattle in the big game last year. 

In fact, the 10 most-watched television programs 
of all time were Super Bowls.

While this year’s figures haven’t been released 
yet, they could top 2006.

But was the game the biggest part of the night?
For many of those viewers, including those who 

have told me of their game-watching experience, 
the most important event is what happens during 
timeouts — the commercials.

This year, a 30-second spot cost a record $2.5 
million.

At the site of my game viewing, there was more 
excitement and fervor over the commercials than 
the game itself.

Everyone had it backward.
In a typical game, a commercial break is used 

to get off the couch, stretch, answer nature’s call, 
grab a cold beverage, then get back to your spot 
and reposition yourself in the cushion grooves from 
your gluteus maximus.

The rules shouldn’t be that different for the 
Super Bowl. 

During the Super Bowl, some actually took 
more interest in two mechanics ripping their chest 
hair out than Peyton Manning finding Reggie 
Wayne streaking down the middle of the field for 
a touchdown.   

This was a true football fan’s nightmare.
While some commercials did provide good 

entertainment during the break in the action, they 
were just that: a break.

I couldn’t help but roll my eyes when someone 
would be silent or out of tune with the game but 
come alive during the timeout.

I appreciate good entertainment just like the next 
person, but in partaking in watching something with 
the stature of the Super Bowl, you have to watch the 
game. Otherwise, you’re  disrespecting the true fans 
who have lived through the entire season.

I wouldn’t miss out on an entire enchanting sea-
son of “Dancing with the Stars” and then decide to 
watch the finale for commercials.

But then again, that still pales in comparison to 
the “big game.”

Football fans appreciate more viewers and par-
ticipants in the Super Bowl.

Last year’s game produced an economic impact 
of $261 million in Detroit, according to the Super 
Bowl’s Web site.

We fans aren’t asking you to sit through the rises 
and pitfalls of an entire season, but when watching 
our grand finale, give a little more attention.

Then we’ll let you get back to guys lifting B-
rated stars while swing dancing instead of hoisting 
the Ultimate Prize.

 
Jason Stamm is sports editor and columnist for the 
Herald. Reach him at sports@wkuherald.com.

Swim team undefeated 
before championships

Courtney Lee

Super Bowl 
ads aren’t 
the point
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Greg Barnette/Herald
Louisville junior forward Crystal Kelly  guards North Texas 
junior forward Erica Howard during Western’s 82-68 win on 
Saturday. Kelly scored 19 points.

Shannon Zirkle/Herald
Shelbyville junior guard Charlotte Marshall  grabs the rebound from North Texas junior guard Amanda Quattrocchi in Western’s 82-68 victory.
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