
Things were pretty good around Diddle 
Arena on Sunday afternoon.

The Toppers returned home from a 
two-game road swing in Louisiana, notch-
ing victories over Louisiana-Lafayette and 
New Orleans.

The students were back in force from 
the winter break, as 6,109 fans nearly 
filled Diddle Arena to see the Toppers 
play Arkansas State (9-11, 4-6 Sun Belt 
Conference West Division) on Sunday. It 
was the largest crowd of the year to see a Sun 
Belt Conference opponent in Diddle Arena.

To top it off, senior guard Courtney 
Lee scored a career-high 33 points in the 
Toppers 77-68 victory over the Indians.

Despite leading the team for the 18th 
time in scoring this season, Lee still wasn’t 
satisfied.

Sure, he hit a pair of three-pointers when 
the Toppers (16-5, 8-1 SBC East) needed 
them most, and he didn’t commit a turnover 
in 33 minutes.

But when it got down to it, just 10 min-
utes after the end of the game, Lee knew 

he could have been better on the defensive 
end of the floor.

“You can say it was (the best game of my 
career),” Lee said. “But I’m not looking at it 
like that, because I still let my team down on 
a couple of slides and defensive assignments 
in the second half. I mean, no one is going to 
play a perfect game, I just play forward and 
correct the little mistakes.”

Head coach Darrin Horn knew it too.
“It wasn’t his best game,” Horn said. 

“When he has his best game, our whole team 
plays that way.”

Senior guard Tyrone Brazelton had 20 
points, and sophomore forward Jeremy 
Evans scored eight points and grabbed five 
rebounds. Beyond that, nothing was too 
spectacular in the box score.

The Toppers led by as many as 18 in 
the second half, but when Arkansas State 
coach Dickey Nutt presented a 2-3 zone to 
the Toppers, it stalled the Western offense, 
allowing the Indians to get as close as 
three points after Ryan Wedel heaved in 
a three-pointer from about 30 feet away to 
bring the Indians to 60-57 with 5:21 left.
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�W Wednesday

Women’s basketball vs. 
Arkansas-Little Rock, 7 p.m., 
Diddle Arena

�W Thursday
Swimming at Louisville, 6 
p.m.

Men’s basketball vs. 
Arkansas-Little Rock, 7 p.m., 
Diddle Arena

�W Friday
Track and Field at the Indiana 
Relays, Bloomington, Ind.

Track and Field at Rod 
McCravy Invitational, 
Lexington.

Men’s tennis at Louisville, 1 
p.m.

Lee named SBC 
Player of the Week 
for third time

On Monday afternoon, 
senior guard Courtney 
Lee was named Sun Belt 
Conference player of the 
week for the third time this 
�V�H�D�V�R�Q�����7�K�L�V���P�D�U�N�V���W�K�H���À�U�V�W��
time in the last two years that 
a player has been honored 
with the award more than 
twice in the same season.

Lee’s career-high 33 
points in a 77-68 victory over 
Arkansas State on Saturday 
followed a 19-point outing in 
a 73-55 win at New Orleans 
on Wednesday in which Lee 
moved past Tom Marshall for 
third place on the program’s 
all-time scoring list.

Lee averaged 26 points, 
4.5 rebounds and 2.5 assists 
for the week. He currently 
averages 21.3 points per 
game on the season, second 
in the Sun Belt Conference.

The Toppers take on 
Arkansas-Little Rock at 7 
p.m. tomorrow in Diddle 
Arena.

Freshman forward Steffphon Pettigrew said he 
remembers coming to Western games last year and see-
ing aspects of players playing for themselves and not 
for the team.

He was assured by head coach Darrin Horn that 
things would be different this year.

Nine months later, the 2007 Mr. Basketball in 
Kentucky is nearly two-thirds through his first year as a 
college basketball player.

“I pretty much just go in and play my role,” Pettigrew 
said. “Bang in there as much 
as I can and try to help them 
out, not only on the offensive 
end, but also rebounding on the 
(defensive) end.”

Pettigrew is averaging near-
ly 13 minutes and five points a 
game for the 16-5 Toppers.

He came off the bench to 
score a career-high 14 points 
against Louisiana-Lafayette last 
week, 12 of his points came in 
the first half.

“You go back and look at 
(the points against Louisiana-Lafayette), they were all 
pretty much just finding a way to get it in the hole,” 
Horn said. “It wasn’t anything fancy. He definitely has 
the ability to do that, and because of that he’s transi-
tioned well into the college game.”

Is Horn willing to say that Pettigrew has smoothed 
into his role more quickly than his freshman counter-
parts?

“I wouldn’t go as far to say that,” he said. “I think 
he’s the one that brings abilities that show up the most 
that are most easily translated. But I wouldn’t necessar-
ily say he’s adjusted the quickest or the easiest.”

Pettigrew’s abilities showed up against Nebraska in 
early December. In overtime alone, Pettigrew grabbed 
five rebounds, as well as made two free throws.
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Seniors end home careers 
with wins over SIU

After ‘sloppy’ 
wins, Lady Tops 
look to UALR
CHRIS ACREE
Herald reporter

For the fourth time in 
six years, Western’s senior 
swimmers ended their home 
careers on a winning note.

The Toppers (8-0) beat 
Southern Illinois 138-99 on 
Saturday. The Lady Toppers 
(7-1) also won their meet, 
131-105, in the last home 
meet of the season.

“Obviously, with an in-
conference foe, it was great 
to get a win,” coach Bruce 
Marchionda said. “That gives 
us a lot of confidence.”

Sophomore Sean Penhale 
led the Toppers by taking 
first place in the 500-yard 
freestyle and the 1000-yard 
freestyle. Junior Cameron 
Brown had a first-place finish 
in the 200-yard breaststroke, 
and senior Francis Gilmore 
contributed with a win in the 
200-yard backstroke.

Western’s recent record-
breaking ways continued when 
the 200-yard medley relay 
team, consisting of juniors 
Jessica Aspinall and Jennifer 
Adams and freshmen Brittany 

Doss and Claire Donahue, 
clocked in at 1:46.34, only 
0.06 seconds ahead of the 
previous pool record.

SARAH HYMAN
Herald reporter

While many teams would be pleased with a 10-game 
winning streak, head coach Mary Taylor Cowles calls 
into question the Lady Topper’s last three victories.

“The last three games we’ve won, I feel like have 
been very sloppy games on our part,” Cowles said. 

Western (16-5, 9-0 Sun Belt Conference) pushed 
their winning streak to 10 games and remained unde-
feated in Sun Belt Conference play with an 81-73 win 
over Arkansas State on Saturday.

Despite getting out to an 11-point lead early, the 
Lady Indians (12-10, 7-4 SBC) capitalized on 13 first-
half turnovers by the Lady Toppers to go on a 16-5 run 
to tie the contest, before Western took a 37-36 lead at 
the half.

In the second half, 
the Lady Toppers out-
rebounded ASU 30-14 on 
their way to the eventual 
victory.

Senior forward Crystal 
Kelly continued her 
assault on the team’s 
record books. 

Her 26 points were 
good enough to make 
her the first Lady Topper 
to pass the 2,500-point 
mark.

Her 17 rebounds, a 
career-high, made her the first player in the program’s 
history to grab more than 1,100 rebounds. 

It was Kelly’s 11th double-double of the season.
Freshman forward Arnika Brown also had a career 

game, scoring a career-high 20 points and grabbing 10 
boards, her second double-double this season. 

Angie Criner led the Lady Indians in scoring with 
29 points.

The game follows a 75-64 come-from-behind vic-
tory at New Orleans (15-5, 7-2 SBC) on Thursday. 

Kelly led all players with 29 points and 11 
rebounds.

Turnovers have been a key issue for the Lady 
Toppers, as the last three contests have seen Western 
commit over 20 turnovers each time.
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“The last three 
games we’ve 
won, I feel like 
have been very 
sloppy games on 
our part.”
— Mary Taylor Cowles
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Senior guard Courtney Lee takes a jump shot during the Hilltoppers’ home game against Arkansas 
State Sunday afternoon.  Lee scored a career-high 33 points in the 77-68 victory.

LUKe Sharrett� / ‬Herald

(Above)Junior Raichelle King celebrates after winning the 
women’s freestyle race during the Toppers�’ ‬home swim meet 
against the Southern Illinois Saturday afternoon�.

�W Saturday

Track and Field at the Indiana 
Relays, Bloomington, Ind.

Track and Field at Rod 
McCravy Invitational, 
Lexington.

Women’s basketball vs. 
Denver, 3 p.m., Diddle Arena

Men’s basketball vs. Denver, 
7 p.m., Diddle Arena

Women’s tennis at 
Chattanooga, 1 p.m.

Men’s tennis at Bellarmine, 
1 p.m.

Lee leads Toppers to 77-68 win over Arkansas State

...I mean, no one is going to play a perfect game, I just play forward and 
correct the little mistakes.

— Courtney Lee
 Senior Guard


