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TRACK AND FIELD
Men’s basketball player, junior forward Jeremy 
Evans turned his attention to the high jump 
this past weekend. 

Chhtoppertalk.wordpress.com
More reaction and analysis on the departures 
of the men’s basketball players and more on 
Western’s baseball team.

Western finished 10th place at the EKU 
Spring Invitational, earning its best finish of 
the season.
     Senior Lauren Scholl and junior Emily 
Wolff led the Lady Toppers, shooting 240 in 
three rounds and finishing in a tie for 39th 
place.
    Western will compete in the Sun Belt 
Conference Championships in Houston, 
Texas starting April 20.
 

FOLLOW HERALD 
SPORTS ON

Become a follower of chheraldsports 
for breaking news and updates. 

After a season of exceeded 
expectations, a few members of 
Western’s men’s basketball program 
have decided to take their services 
elsewhere.

Sophomore forward D.J. Magley, 
freshman guard Dejan Cvoro and junior 
guard Uros Komadinic were all granted 

releases from their scholarships today 
to pursue other opportunities.

“We obviously respect everything 
that those guys have brought to the table 
with our team and how hard they’ve 
worked,” coach Ken McDonald said. 
“We wish them all the best. Wish them 
well, and I expect each one of them to 
go out in their own way and have some 
success.”

McDonald met with all three players 

near the end of last week and said that 
all three had their own reasons for 
leaving. 

He cited that Magley wanted a 
more prominent role on the court. 
Komadinic, who would have been a 
non-scholarship player next season, 
was having financial troubles at home 
and needed a scholarship. Cvoro was 
taken aback by the level of competition 
in Division-I.

Cvoro appeared in 24 games this 
season, making 10 consecutive starts 
from Jan. 1- Jan. 31. Komadinic scored 
a season-high 15 points in Western’s 
season-opening 73-64 loss at Houston, 
his lone game in double-figures on 
the season. Magley, a starter on last 
season’s Sweet Sixteen team, played a 
solid Sun Belt Conference tournament, 
helping the Toppers to their second 
consecutive Sun Belt tournament title.

Magley said his decision to leave 
was made in the past few days and that 
he is looking to play somewhere else.

“It was a decision based on my 
part,” Magley said. “I love Western, 
and it’s one of the best atmospheres in 
all the universities that I’ve seen and 
been to, and I just love it to death. But 
I believe it’s my time to go.”

DAVID HARTEN
sports@chherald.com

MEN’S BASKETBALL

Three players decide to leave Western basketball
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BASEBALL

Defensive coordinator Mike Dietzel 
said he’s not at all worried about the 
upcoming season after his promotion 
to defensive coordinator — after all, 
it’s not the first time he has had the 
position.

Dietzel returns to defensive 
coordinating in 2009, a post he held in 
2004 and 2005. Since then, he has been 
a special teams coordinator, as well as 
coaching linebackers and defensive 
backs.

“Coaching those positions has 
helped my overall knowledge of the 
entire structure 
of the (defense), 
and that was a 
big asset for me 
going in this 
year,” Dietzel 
said.

The players 
won’t notice 
much of a change 
in Dietzel’s 
defense, as they 
will still run 
their plays in the 
3-4 formation.

“All we 
have done is 
made some 
t e r m i n o l o g y 
changes, so 
we have the 
opportunity to 
make checks or 
things like that based on formations,” 
Dietzel said.

Coach David Elson says that 
learning new terminology is always 
tougher than it appears.

“Changing terminology is always 
tough — it takes some time to get used 
to it and make it second nature, but 
overall it’s been a good transition,” 
Elson said.

Sophomore safety Mark Santoro 
said he thinks that everyone on 
defense is learning the defense quite 
well.

Dietzel said he didn’t want to 
change much of the defense. Western 
has kept the same defensive package 
since Elson arrived in 2002.

“(The players) are adjusting well,” 
Elson said. “The guys see we have a 
really good plan, and they are taking 
to it.”

FOOTBALL

MIKE STUNSON
sports@chherald.com

Mike DietZel

Dietzel not 
looking to make 
big changes 
in defense
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“We’ve got 
plenty of talent 
but just not the 
experience — 
but that is what 
spring practice 
is for.”

In her eight years of coaching, coach 
Tyra Perry said she has seen some bizarre 
finishes to softball games.

Perry witnessed another wild finish 
on Saturday as Western swept Louisiana-
Monroe in a weekend that featured rain and 
schedule changes.

And Western’s 4-3 victory in its last 
game on Saturday featured a pretty wild 
ending. 

“They came out and were competitive,” 
Perry said. “They were competitive to the 

end, and they fought the circumstances.
That’s what we want from our athletes.” 

In game two, Louisiana-Monroe jumped 
out to a two-run lead in the top of the first, 
while Western remained scoreless until the 
bottom of the seventh, when senior third 
baseman Rebecca Horesky hit a bases-
clearing double to tie the game at 2-2.

Both teams posted no score in the eighth 
inning with runners on base. The ninth 
inning had the Lady Toppers getting the 
first two outs before ULM’s Robin Biddle 
struck out on a dropped third strike.

RANDALL REARDEN
sports@chherald.com

Western sweeps Louisiana-Monroe
SOFTBALL
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JACOB HILL/Herald

Senior utility Lindsay Antone congratulates her teammate, senior 
outfielder Sam Cronk. Cronk slid into home to score second run of the 
inning. 

With a month left in the season, the 
Toppers have produced ample evidence 
that they might live up to the hype.

Western was picked to finish first 
in the Sun Belt Conference for the first 
time in program history, and currently 
lead second-place Middle Tennessee by 

a game and a half.
“We’ve put ourselves in a position, 

going into the last five weeks of the 
season, to have an opportunity to win 
a championship,” coach Chris Finwood 
said.

The Toppers (25-9, 12-3 SBC) are 
in first place in the Sun Belt and lead 
the conference in a number of offensive 
categories, including batting average, 

on-base percentage, hits, runs and runs 
batted in.

The Toppers swept New Orleans last 
weekend, outscoring the Privateers 41-6 
in three games.

Senior shortstop Terrence Dayleg said 
that he believes the team’s consistency 
has been the key to its success.

SARAH HYMAN
sports@chherald.com

Hilltoppers 
looking to 

finish strong 
in conference S E E F I R S T ,  P A G E 1 3

LUKE SHARRETT/Herald

Junior third baseman Wade Gaynor watches University of New Orleans senior Justin Edwards make contact at the plate during the top of the seventh inning of 
Sunday’s game. Thanks to the Toppers’ strong defensive performance, Western won Sunday’s game 14-4, sweeping the weekend series against UNO 3-0. 

On pace for success


