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Emslie to be named new provost
By SPENCER JENKINS
& TESSA DUVALL
news@chherald.com

President Gary Ransdell announced via e-mail yesterday
that Gordon Emslie will be
Western’s new provost and vice
president for Academic Affairs.
Emslie is associate vice president for research and dean of the
Graduate College at Oklahoma
State University.
Ransdell will make the official introduction today at 1 p.m
in the Kentucky Building.
Emslie was one of three remaining candidates for the position, along with David Lee,
dean of Potter College of Arts

and Letters at Western, and John
de Castro, dean of the College of
Humanities and Social Sciences
at Sam Houston State University.
Search Committee Chair Sharon Mutter said that on March
27, the committee sent Ransdell
a list of the strengths and weaknesses of the three remaining
candidates.
Ransdell met with Emslie and
Lee during the week of March
29 to get additional information,
she said.
Emslie has a number of
strengths, Mutter said.
Emslie has some new ideas
and a clear vision for where he
could see the university going,

she said.
“He’s an interesting person
that is going to get people excited and energized,” Mutter said.
Emslie’s background is in astrophysics, and he has degrees
in mechanical engineering and
French, according to Ransdell’s
e-mail.
Ransdell called Emslie “an
active teacher and researcher.”
He declined to comment further
until today’s official announcement.
Mutter said she thinks Emslie
will start as soon as Burch steps
down in June.
“I’m very pleased with the
whole process,” Mutter said. “I
think it went well.”

Ready to go

Domestic
partner
beneﬁts
approved
By SHAKIA HARRIS

TIMELINE

news@chherald.com

■ July 13, 2006
The University of
Louisville became
the ﬁrst university
in Kentucky to officially offer domestic
partner beneﬁts
when the Board of
Trustees voted to
include them in the
university's health
beneﬁts program.

Officials approved domestic partner benefits
at a last-minute meeting
Friday morning, after a
nearly five-year push to
do so.
Human Resources Director Tony Glisson, a
benefits committee member, said the committee
voted 8-4-1 in favor of
other qualified dependent
(OQD) or domestic partner benefits.
Domestic partner benefits are benefits an employer chooses to offer
an employee’s unmarried
partner, whether of the
same or opposite sex, according to information
from the Employee Benefit Research Institute.
The benefits will go
into effect Jan. 1, 2011.
Qualifying faculty and
staff members can sign
up during open enrollment for Western’s health
plan in October, Glisson
said.
Glisson said he called
for the meeting in response to the outpouring
of discontent after the
committee’s 8-6 vote on
Feb. 16 against the benefits.
Faculty Regent Patricia Minter said she received an e-mail Thursday
around 5:30 p.m. calling
for an emergency benefits
committee meeting at 8
the next morning.
President Gary Ransdell said he was not present at Friday’s meeting.
Some speculate that
the meeting was inspired
in part by Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell’s anticipated arrival
on campus Friday morning.
SEE BENEFITS, PAGE 9
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Colton Jessie, the Student
Government Association president-elect, is a member of the
search committee.
He said Emslie was personable, with a wide range of experience.
“He seemed like he has a
lot of fresh ideas and a definite
dedication to academic quality,”
Jessie said.
Jessie said he plans to work
with the new provost, who will
be “a key ally in getting things
done,” this summer as he begins fulfilling his duties as SGA
president.
Emslie couldn’t be reached GORDON EMSLIE
Western's new provost and vice
for comment.
president of Academic Affairs

DAVE KASNIC/HERALD

■ April 21, 2009
Western's Student
Government Association passed a
resolution advocating for domestic
partner beneﬁts.
■ May 14, 2009
The University Senate passed a resolution calling for the
beneﬁts committee to implement
domestic partner
beneﬁts.
■ Feb. 16, 2010
The beneﬁts committee voted 8-6
against domestic
partner beneﬁts.
The committee also
voted against the
beneﬁts in August
2009.
■ March 16, 2010
Faculty and staff
started protesting the decision
outside the Wetherby Administration
Building.

From left, Anthony Bargblor, 9, Michael Stingbergen, 10, and Ronald Piotran, 9, wait on their bicycles for one of their parents
to pick them up from the Shell station on the corner of 31W Bypass and College Street on Easter Sunday. “Our parents are
busy doing Easter things that are too boring for kids,” Bargblor said.

Ky. budget talks postponed
By LAUREL WILSON
news@chherald.com

State legislators left Frankfort
last week for a nearly two-week
break without agreeing on a budget.
The House and Senate won’t
come back until April 14 and 15,
which are the last two days of the
legislative session and the final
chance for them to pass a budget
without a special session, said Brian
Wilkerson, communications director for House Speaker Greg Stumbo, D-Prestonburg.
House leaders are hopeful that

Sources: Previous Herald
reports, University of
Louisville's Web site
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Friday was the last day to pass
a budget that would have allowed
them time to override any vetoes,
he said.
Higher education funding wasn’t
a major point of conflict, although
nothing has been finalized in that
area, Wilkerson said.
Sen. Mike Reynolds, D-Bowling
Green, said it’s generally been resolved that higher education will
have a 1.5 percent cut in the first
year of the budget and a 1 percent
cut the second year.
SEE BUDGET, PAGE 6

Academy accepts more students
By EMILY WADLEY
news@chherald.com

■ April 2, 2010
Western's beneﬁts
committee met in
a special session to
reverse its previous decision and
include beneﬁts for
domestic partners
of employees.

they’ll be able to meet with Senate
leaders during the time off and reach
an agreement so that a budget can be
passed when the full
legislature returns,
Wilkerson said.
Even if a budget is passed at that
time, there wouldn’t
time for the General
State
Assembly to overbudget ride any vetoes that
the governor might
make, since he has 10 days to do so,
and the legislative session will be
over by then, he said.

Gatton Academy will be letting
a few more students than usual
through its doors this fall.
The academy, which allows
students to live on Western’s campus while finishing their junior
and senior years of high school,
will increase its student body by
nearly 7 percent this fall, according to a Western press release.
Sixty-one students represent-

THUR. 57˚/ 40˚

ing 38 of Kentucky’s 120 counties will be admitted as the class
of 2012, according to a news release. The student body will increase to 128.
The academy is designed for
students interested in science,
technology, engineering and
math, according to its Web site.
Corey Alderdice, assistant director for admissions and public
relations at the academy, said it
opened in 2007, admitting high
school seniors as the class of

FRI. 60˚/ 44˚
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2008. The class of 2009 was the
first to complete both years of the
program.
“This year’s pool of applicants
represented the strongest group
of students to date seeking admission to the Academy,” Alderdice
said in an e-mail. “This would
mean that students who would
not only be successful but also
needed the opportunity would be
left out.”
SEE ACADEMY, PAGE 3
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Fill in the grid so
that every column
and every 3x3
box contains
the digits 1-9
with no repeats.
Solutions, tips
and computer
program at www.
sudoku.com.

CRIME REPORTS
Arrests
■ Christopher L. Gordon, Pearce-Ford Tower, was arrested April 4 and charged on a Jefferson County warrant for parking in a handicapped space. He was still
being held in the Warren County Regional Jail Monday
afternoon on a $250 cash bond.
■ Gary Bowens-Ross, PFT, was arrested April 4 and
charged with marijuana possession in Tower Food Court.
He was released the same day on a $500 cash bond.

CORRECTION
Due to a Herald error, Head Coach Emeritus Curtiss
Long’s brother was incorrectly identiﬁed as a coach
of FSU School in a page 7 article of the April 2 issue.
Long’s brother coaches at Florida State University.
The Herald regrets the error.
The College Heights Herald corrects all conﬁrmed errors
that are brought to reporters’ or editors’ attention.
Please call 745-6011 or 745-5044 to report a correction,
or e-mail us at editor@chherald.com.

The Taste of Europe, LLC.
Fresh Greek Food Made to Order

Gyros
Sandwiches
Greek Specialties
Students
10% Off

(270) 846-1195
1006 State Street
Bowling Green, KY
42101

Come and Enjoy
the Glorious Taste
of Greece!

a
thousand
words

By TANNER CURTIS

demonstrators filled the fellowship
hall of First Christian Baptist Church
on State Street for a candlelight vigil
and poetry readings.
The event on March 25 was cosponsored by Hope Harbor, a local
sexual trauma recover center.
“Thirty-four percent of girls on

Rain can ruin most any outdoor
event, but it didn’t ruin Take Back
the Night.
Western students, faculty and
community members marched
through downtown Bowling Green
in support of sexual assault awareness. Before taking to the streets,
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a college campus will become victims,” Melissa Whitley, the organization’s executive director, previously told the Herald. “That’s just
too big a number.”
"A Thousand Words" is a weekly photo essay
that tells untold stories on the edges of campus.

Western Place
For Instant Leasing Information
Text Message “Western”
to 47464
Standard Rates Apply
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270.781.1886

720 Patton Way

Bowling Green, KY 42104

(270) 781-5600

136 St. Charles Ave.

INTERESTED IN GARDASIL?
GARDASIL IS WIDELY AVAILABLE AND MANY
PRIVATE INSURANCE PLANS* COVER IT.
TALK TO YOUR CAMPUS HEALTH CENTER OR
OTHER HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONAL.
You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs
to the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

GARDASIL is a registered trademark of Merck & Co., Inc.
Copyright © 2010 Merck & Co., Inc. All rights reserved.
Printed in USA. 21050004(43)-01/10-GRD

*While your insurance company may reimburse for GARDASIL,
your eligibility for coverage and reimbursement for GARDASIL
depends on your individual insurance beneﬁt. You can contact
your insurance company for details on coverage for GARDASIL.
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Claude working on
employee wellness
By SHAKIA HARRIS
news@chherald.com

Misty Claude, Western’s new employee wellness manager, said she wants to be
a personal health cheerleader for every
employee on campus.
Claude, who started at Western in late
March, said she wants to enhance the personal and professional lives of Western
employees by providing educational opportunities, programs and other services
that promote healthy lifestyle behaviors.
“I personally support a healthy lifestyle
by being active in sports and fitness,” she
said.
After nearly a year of searching, Western officials say they’re confident that
their new pick can get the ball rolling on
employee fitness programs.
Human Resources Director Tony Glisson said the initial limited number of qualified candidates contributed to the lengthy
and difficult process.
The position has been vacant since July
2009 when Doug Newton, the former employee wellness manager, took a position
at another university, Glisson said.
“It’s an important responsibility to our
employees to provide health programs,”
he said.
The employee wellness manager plays a
key role in the university’s entire wellness
equation, he said. If the faculty and staff
are healthier, they’ll make fewer claims,
ultimately cutting health care costs.
Claude worked as a regional health community coordinator at the Mid-Cumberland
Regional Health Department for the 12
counties surrounding Nashville, she said.

My personal goal is to
make an impact on the
lives of the employees
here at WKU, while
showing them wellness
is fun."
—MISTY CLAUDE
Employee wellness manager

She will complete her master’s degree
in wellness leadership from Austin Peay
State University this May, she said.
Claude said she wants to offer programs in various areas, including heart
disease prevention, diabetes prevention,
obesity prevention, stress reduction,
weight loss, smoking cessation and other
fitness programs.
“My personal goal is to make an impact on the lives of the employees here at
WKU, while showing them wellness is
fun,” she said.
The Employee Wellness Program Web
site defines six different “dimensions” of
wellness: physical, intellectual, emotional, spiritual, social and environmental.
Because Claude will still be going
through the transition to director, Western
will not host its annual Health Fair this
month. Officials are planning a similar event
for later in 2010, according to the Web site.

ACADEMY
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Alderdice said officials were confident
that the academy could
handle the additional
students.
Michael Crocker is
currently a student at
Bowling Green High
School who will be part
of the academy’s class of
2012.
“The opportunity for
academic rigor was the
main thing that drew
me,” Crocker said in an
e-mail.
He said the environment of other students
with similar academic interests also played a role
in his decision to attend
the academy.
The academy’s purpose is to allow students
“to learn in an environment which offers ad-

vanced educational opportunities,
preparing
them for leadership roles
in Kentucky,” according
to the news release.
By the time academy
students finish their junior
and senior year of high
school, they will have
earned at least 60 college
credit hours, according to
the press release.
Jacob Haven of Paris,
Ky., will graduate from
the academy in 2010.
Haven said he plans on
attending Stanford University and majoring in
computer science next
fall.
“Since I’ve been here,
involvement in student
research has increased,
thanks in no small part
to the addition of Derick Strode as Research,
Internships and Scholarships
Coordinator,”
Haven said in an e-mail.
“Myself, I have had the

3

opportunity to conduct
research on cellular automata with Dr. Attila Pór
in the Mathematics Department.”
Haven also said computer science has been
added as a core science
sequence, drawing more
interest into the field.
He doesn’t think the
increase in the student
body will have much effect on the academy other
than finding room for the
extra people and paying
their tuition, he said.
He said some students’
home schools help cover
book costs and other expenses with the $3,000 in
state funding they receive
for each absent academy
student.
Haven said his own
home school, Bourbon
County High School,
pays for all of his book
costs and covers some
additional expenses.

Now pting
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APPLICATIONS

Herald Fall 2010 Editor
Talisman 2011 Editor
Herald Fall 2010 Ad Manager

■ NEWS BRIEF
Western launches iWKU app
Western announced on Monday the
launch of a free new application for iPhones and other Web-enabled cell phones.
Features of the iWKU application include interactive campus maps, a searchable course catalog and news releases,
among others, according to an e-mail from
Robert Owen, vice president for Information Technology.
John Bowers, director of Academic
Technology, said Western partnered with

Blackboard to develop the application.
Western wanted the application because a lot of students use iPhones and
other mobile devices, and they expect the
application to be popular, he said.
In the future, Western hopes to add a
feature that allows users to track where
the buses are, Bowers said.
The iPhone app is available for free
from the Apple App Store, and non-iPhone users can access the same features
online at i.wku.edu.
—Tessa Duvall

Applications available in the
Student Publication Center ofﬁce

Deadline April 16th by 4:30 p.m.
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Not just about staying in school POLL

Will you be watching
Tiger Woods play in the
Masters? Why?

Legislators should put
their focus elsewhere
THE ISSUE: Kentucky was ranked ninth of 16 finalists in President Obama’s Race to the Top Competition aimed at providing states with federal funding for
education. Kentucky’s state education commissioner,
Terry Holliday, is speaking out for bills the state legislature should pass that would improve Kentucky’s
standing in the race.

LANDON
WATKINS
Bowling Green
sophomore

“I’m gonna watch every
second of Tiger. He’s still my
favorite golfer ever, and I
want him to win. His private
life isn’t golf-related, and
everyone makes mistakes.”

OUR VIEW: State legislators should be commended
for taking steps to improve Kentucky’s education system, but they need to focus on helping the students
instead of just glorifying the state.
The four bills Holliday is promoting include raising the high school dropout age from 16 to 18, allowing for early high school graduations, providing
summer learning camps and strengthening efforts to
help students with learning disabilities.
Holliday said that these four bills will not only improve the number of students who are prepared for
college and their careers, but they will also improve
Kentucky’s standing in the Race to the Top.
Though the intentions with passing these bills are
aimed at improving state schools, the ulterior motive
of simply making the state look better isn’t in students’ best interest.
For example, forcing 16 year olds to stay in school
for two more years won’t necessarily improve their
attitude toward receiving an education. Schools putting more resources, time and money toward a lost
cause would be a waste.
Students unwilling to learn would be a distraction to
others and end up lowering the school’s test scores.
Though providing summer learning camps looks
like a good idea on paper, the truth is that most students look forward to summer vacation to take a break
from school.
People take courses during the summer in their
college years so they can graduate sooner, but the last
thing high schoolers want to do is use their brains during break.
Finally, giving more help to students with learning
disabilities might be harder than state legislators realize. These people aren’t necessarily sitting in a classroom with these children, and they don’t witness the
difficulties firsthand.
Helping students with learning disabilities requires
a special attitude and great attention from a teacher.
State legislators cannot strengthen help for these
students when they spend all day sitting behind a
desk. It’s the teacher who’s willing to spend even
more time helping kids learn to read, do basic math
problems and write papers who controls the fate of
these students.
Kentucky students deserve the best education they
can receive, and the state legislature is trying to help
them get it. Though President Obama’s Race to the
Top is a competition, it’s also a reform generator.
Let’s hope it helps Kentucky’s students and isn’t
just a good-looking public relations campaign for
more unbridled spirit.

BRIE
LOGSDON
Louisville
freshman

“I won’t, because I don’t like
golf. I don’t watch sports
really.”

JESSICA
LYNCH
Glasgow
sophomore

“No, I don’t even watch golf.”

ELVIS DZAFIC
Bowling Green
freshman

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Domestic partner
benefits decision
'right call'

Congratulations to WKU for
enacting domestic partner benefits. President Ransdell and
Western’s Benefits Committee
deserve high praise for making
the right call in a difficult situation.
The Western community can
be proud of the judgment and vi-

sion of WKU’s leadership, with
Dr. Ransdell at the fore. Providing equal benefits to all members
of the Western family is the right
thing to do. Furthermore, universities of national significance
offer domestic partner benefits.
Western has taken another major step toward becoming such
an institution.
Eric Reed
Associate history professor

This editorial represents the majority opinion of the
Herald’s 11-member editorial board.

“I don’t like watching golf,
playing golf or anything
related to golf.”

have an
opinion?
Share it with us. Write a
letter to the editor (250
words or less) or a commentary (500 words and
a photo). E-mail them to
opinion@chherald.com.

A cartoon strip by Annie Erskine
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SUBMISSIONS
The Herald encourages
readers to write letters and
commentaries on topics of
public interest. Here are a
few guidelines:
1. Letters should not exceed 250
words, and commentaries should
be about 500 words.
2. Originality counts. Please
don't submit plagiarized work.
3. For veriﬁcation, letters and
commentaries MUST include

your name, phone number,
home town and classiﬁcation
or title.
4. Letters may not run in every
edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the
right to edit all letters for style,
grammar, length and clarity. The
Herald does NOT print libelous
submissions.
6. Letters and commentaries
must be received by 7 p.m. on
Sunday and Wednesday.

DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reﬂect those of Western Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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College Suites and WUHU 107 have teamed up again to
offer a FREE YEAR of RENT at College Suites! 5 finalists will
be chosen on April 10, 2010 to be submitted for WUHU
listeners to vote for one winner!
The lucky winner will also win tons of other cool prizes from Bistro,
Jimmy Johns, Baker Brothers, McDonalds and Cresent Bowl!

www.COLLEGESUITES.NET/FREERENT
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BUDGET

Street ball

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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Both chambers recognize that higher education
will face a loss in stimulus
funds, but universities will
still lose some money, said
Ann Mead, vice president
for Finance and Administration.
The likely 1.5 percent
cut in the first year would
mean a $1.1 million loss
for Western, she said.
One area of disagreement between the House
and the Senate involves
funding for K-12 education, Wilkerson said.
The Senate has proposed cutting parts of K-12
education which have never been cut before, and the
House doesn’t want that to
happen, Wilkerson said.
The Senate and House
also disagree about a program that would create
jobs and build schools and
roads, Reynolds said.
The House wants to focus on schools while the
Senate would rather build
highways, he said.
If a budget isn’t passed
by the time the General Assembly ends on April 15,
then a special session is
likely to be called by the
governor in either May or
June, Wilkerson said.
A budget must be passed
by the time the fiscal year
begins on July 1, or else
agencies that depend on
state money won’t get it
and will face being shut
down, Reynolds said.

TEXT YOUR VOTE TO 32075

Breaking news.
Event coverage.
Game coverage.

DAVE KASNIC/HERALD

Junior exchange student Vikrant Karni bowls in a game of cricket at the Chestnut Street Apartments on April 4. The group of friends can be found
regularly playing cricket in the afternoon

®
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WKU STUDENTS

Do You Want a PIZZA HUT or TACO BELL
in Place of the Old Service Station next
to Campus on Russellville Road? Decide!

WKU4 PH to Vote for Pizza Hut
WKU4 TB to Vote for Taco Bell
VOTING OPEN FROM APRIL 1 - APRIL 17

All online at

wkuherald.com
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Professor loves
rocks, rocking out
By KATHERINE WADE
diversions@chherald.com

When class is over, some faculty exchange dry erase markers and graded tests
for musical instruments.
Fred Siewers, an associate geology professor, said he’s been playing old-time string
music on the banjo for five years. He started
playing guitar with some graduate students
who performed every Saturday night at
then-Bread & Bagel (now Greener Groundz
Coffee & Cafe).
“It was a huge amount of fun,” he said. “I
saw them playing banjo and thought, ‘Wow,
I could do that.’”
Now Siewers, who has since bought
three banjos, plays at festivals around the region, including in Tennessee and West Virginia. He also plays with other members of
the community in Bowling Green.
“It’s fantastic,” he said. “You get a group
of people exploring old tunes, all by ear. Everyone gets into the groove, and all of a sudden you’ve got a new tune.”
Siewers said he tries to inspire his daughters, who play piano, to love to sing and enjoy music.
“Music is a great means of expression,
whether as a listener or a player,” he said. “I
think people need that outlet.”
Siewers’ wife, Helen Siewers, who is
Western’s landscape architect, said music is
a great form of expression and a great thing
to have in the family.
She said she loves to watch her husband
play.
“It’s a great way for him to unwind, and
he’s made a lot of interesting friends who
play music,” she said.
While he is used to performing, his
strumming styles are surprising to his students.
"I give him props for it," said Oldham
County sophomore Laura Ringer, a student
in his geology class. "It raises my respect for
him that he has another thing he's passionate
about."
Cort Basham is a University Experience
instructor who, like Siewers, plays an instrument in addition to lectures and meetings
with students.
Music has been a part of his life for lon-

Music is the fabric of
my life. It’s just part of
who I am."
DAVE KASNIC/HERALD

—FRED SIEWERS Fred Siewers is an associate geology professor at Western and also plays claw hammer style
Associate geology professor

banjo, which is an earlier style of banjo that pre-dates bluegrass. Siewers isn't currently in
a band, but he's played old string band music with friends in Bowling Green for the last ﬁve
ger than he’s been a teacher, he said.
years. "I try to make time in life to attend festivals and play with others," Siewers said. "I am
“There are pictures of me from 30 hoping to get some sort of regular jam going again this summer."

years ago with a microphone in my hand,”
Basham said. “What I do now is more my
own, but music has always been a big part
of my life.”
Music isn’t just about making a career or
money, he said.
The same is the case for Fred Siewers,
who said that although he loves playing, he
considers music just a hobby. His real passion is geology.
Siewers said that he used to collect rocks
when he was a child.
“I attribute my interest in geology to my
mom,” he said. “We always had fossils and
stuff lying around the house, so it was just a
natural thing.”
Siewers’ office also shows signs of his
love for geology. Rows of books on the subject line the walls and cover his desk.
In addition to teaching geology, Siewers
does research and is currently studying the
geology of the Bahamas.
“The island is a great laboratory because
of its caves, limestone and fossil reefs,” he
said.
Siewers said the connection between his
geology and his music was sort of obscure.
“It’s not as obvious as, ‘He likes rocks so
he must like rock music,’” he said. “I mostly
enjoy it for the communal aspect. I enjoy
learning music and playing with others. It’s
deeply satisfying.”
Siewers said he was fortunate to be in an
area where there are people around to experience culture and music with.
“There are so many different music styles
in Kentucky,” he said. “Music is the fabric
of my life. It’s just part of who I am.”

2009-2010 Cultural Enhancement Series

Book signing to follow evening’s reading
Co-sponsored by the English Department.
Free and open to the public; ﬁrst-come, ﬁrst-seated.
Call 270-745-5204 or email cultural.enhancement@wku.edu
for more information.
Billy Collins is an American phenomenon. No poet since Robert Frost has
managed to combine high critical acclaim with such broad popular appeal.
The typical Collins poem opens on a clear and hospitable note but soon
takes an unexpected turn; poems that begin in irony may end in a moment
of lyric surprise. No wonder Collins sees his poetry as “a form of travel
writing” and considers humor “a door into the serious.” It is a door that
many thousands of readers have opened with amazement and delight.
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BENEFITS

■ NEWS BRIEFS
McConnell dedicates
robotics lab Friday
Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., visited Western on Friday to
attend the dedication of a robotics lab for
which he helped get federal money.
The Advanced Manufacturing and
Robotics Lab will give students in the
architectural and manufacturing sciences
department the tools they need to create
machinery that’s as efficient as possible
and gain the experience they need to succeed, said Robert Neyehaus, a graduate of
the department who spoke at the dedication.
McConnell said he doesn’t want anyone at Western to think that the money
spent funding the program worsened the
financial problems of the federal government.
The money would have just gone to
a university in another state, but he was
able to keep it for Western, he said.
McConnell also praised President Gary
Ransdell for his leadership and said their
jobs are similar.
“They’re both like being an overseer
at a cemetery,” McConnell said. “Everyone’s under you, but nobody’s listening.”
—Laurel Wilson

Transition to cooling
begins on campus
Charlie Jones, Western’s new director of Facilities Management, announced
yesterday — his first day on the job —
plans to make the transition on campus
from heating to cooling.
According to an e-mail from Jones, officials have started to turn off steam heaters in order to prepare to turn on the cooling systems.
If warm weather continues as forecasted, officials will activate building chill-

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

ers and air conditioning this week, Jones
said.
Dorms will get first priority for air
conditioning, because students live there.
Buildings with windows that don’t open
will be air conditioned before buildings
with windows that do open, according to
the e-mail.
Air conditioning will be activated on
a first-come, first-serve basis as requested
by building coordinators, Jones said.
—Tessa Duvall

Downtown officials ﬁnds
potential hotel developer
Mary Cohron, chairwoman of the Warren County Downtown Economic Development Authority, said the group received
a letter of intent last week from a developer.
The developer wants to build a hotel
on Block 12 downtown, which is part of
Bowling Green’s Tax Increment Financing district.
Block 12 is the section of land between
Center and Kentucky streets near campus
where Western plans to build a new alumni center, non-traditional student housing
and administrative offices for the campus
police department.
Cohron can’t name the developer until
it and the Alliance Corporation, the TIF’s
master developer, sign an agreement.
She said she anticipates it will be signed
later this week. Then, the developer will
have about 90 days to conduct studies before committing to build the hotel.
The studies will help the developer determine things such as what type of hotel
to build and what rates to charge, Cohron
said.
She said about seven developers have
shown interest in the project.
—Mary Barczak

“It is an interesting coincidence that
something we worked on for five years
settled the day when a large student
protest was planned on the day Sen.
Mitch McConnell was scheduled to be
present on campus,” Minter said. “If
the senator’s presence had anything to
do with it then I’m incredibly grateful.”
Ransdell said he doesn’t see any
correlation between McConnell’s visit
and Friday’s meeting and the studentled rally planned for 11:20.
McConnell was in town for the
dedication of the Advanced Manufacturing and Robotics Lab in the Environmental Sciences and Technology
Building.
Assistant women’s studies professor Molly Kerby said she’s personally
affected by the decision because she
has a domestic partner.
She said she wasn’t expecting the
committee to reconsider issue until lat-
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er this month, but she’s glad that after
five years, the right choice was made.
Kerby helped organize the faculty
protests that took place in front of the
Wetherby Administration Building,
and the student-led protest that was
scheduled for Friday at Guthrie Bell
Tower.
Kerby said she received a call
around 9 a.m. Friday to halt the protest.
Kerby said students — including
some who traveled from Lexington
and Louisville — still gathered at the
bell tower at 11:20 a.m., but instead of
protesting, they celebrated with signs
saying, “Thank you for respecting
equality,” and some sang Western’s
fight song upon Ransdell’s arrival.
“This proves that if you stand up
and take a stand it really works,” Kerby said.
She said she’ll be the first person in
line to sign up for the benefits in October.
Human Resources officials are now
working to determine eligibility criteria, Glisson said.

Campus Special

L g 1
Large
Topping Pizza
$7.99

WE ACCEPT
BIG RED DOLLARS!

Dorm & Academic Buildings ONLY!
Expiration May 16th

1 Small 2 Topping Pizza
with 2 20oz Drinks
$9.99
Expiration May 16th

CHH

Extra Large 3 Topping Pizza
$11.99
Expiration May 16th

CHH

1 Medium 1 Topping
with breadsticks or cheesesticks

$11.99
Expiration May 16th

CHH

10

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD

APRIL 6, 2010

■ SPORTS BRIEF
Slaughter gets an agent
A.J. Slaughter has taken another step toward the
professional ranks.
The senior guard told the Herald last week that he
has acquired an agent — Stu Lash of Experience BEST
Sports Marketing — heading into the Portsmouth Invitational Tournament April 7-10.
Lash, BEST’s vice president of basketball, also represents former Topper Courtney Lee, who was drafted
22nd overall in the 2008 NBA Draft.
Before working for BEST, Lash served as the
scouting coordinator for the Denver Nuggets from the
2002-2006 seasons and as director of basketball and
business affairs for Levien Sports Representation.
Slaughter said he hopes to be selected in June 24’s
NBA Draft, which is made up of 60 picks over two
rounds.
—Jonathan Lintner

TURNS OUT,

PIGS 
 FLY!
CAN

YOU JUST HAVE TO MAKE THEM INTO SANDWICHES FIRST.

((

((

CHRIS FRYER/HERALD

Western defensive backs John Garrett, left, and Mark Santoro, center, and defensive lineman Quanterus Smith, right, work
together to bring down running back Bobby Rainey during the Toppers’ red and white scrimmage at Houchens-Smith Stadium
Saturday morning.

BOWEN
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Taggart said even with Bowen’s
extensive success, he knows it won’t
be an overnight fix to get the defense
at the top level.
“He’s not a guy that’s going to
expect you to put everything together
in one day,” he said. “He wants the
players to think of one thing that they

BATTLE
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

1916 RUSSELLVILLE RD.
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Perry said the irregularity between
wins and losses is normal for the
team.
“We have so many new kids, old
kids, hurt kids, and our conference
is tough, and we are just trying
to field our way through it,” she
said. “Sometimes we play ball,
and sometimes we just get a little
lost.”
Smith said the team didn’t need
to bounce back after the losses. They

Join us in the bar or the deck on
Tuesdays and Thursdays!

“Border Run”
Tuesday- 4:00-close
$1.95 Corona and Corona Light
$1.95 House Margaritas
$1.95 House Wine
$5.00 Appetizers

“Ladies Night”
Thursday- 4:00-close
$1.95 Cosmos
$1.95 House wine
$1.95 house Margaritas
$5.00 Appetizers

HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS

can get better at each day. Too many
times guys try to put it all together
and it’s just not going to happen like
that.”
Junior defensive lineman Jared
Clendenin said he’s looking forward
to learning the 4-3 defense that will
be installed under Bowen as opposed
to last year’s 3-4 defense.
“It’s different but not too difficult
to pick up,” Clendenin said. “It feels
good though. I love the plays so far,

and we haven’t even gotten in to the
whole playbook yet.”
Bowen couldn’t say whether
Western is a long-term fit for him
or just a transitional job, but said
he wants to “do something special”
while working with Taggart.
“For us to be able to turn a program
around, I get a lot of gratification out
of that,” he said. “That’s what we
did at Kansas and I look forward to
doing that here.”

just needed to come together again.
“With those four losses, we didn’t
completely fall off,” Smith said. “We
just didn’t have things that were
clicking. These wins have definitely
given us momentum, and Sun Belt
wins are always good.”
That momentum will have to
carry the Lady Tops through the last
half of the season.
After squaring off against nonconference opponents Belmont,
Evansville, Murray State and
Kentucky, Western will enter three
straight weeks of conference play
before the Sun Belt tournament.

Senior outfielder Jamie Hennis
said wins against Troy couldn’t have
come at a better time.
“We brought it,” Hennis said.
“Troy has always been a big
competitor, so we get really pumped,
and you can tell that we showed it.”
When asked what she saw from
the Lady Tops against Troy, Hennis
simply said, “We are back in the
game.”
The Lady Tops will take a break
from Sun Belt play when they travel
to Belmont for a doubleheader
beginning at 1 p.m. Wednesday. The
second game will be at 3 p.m.
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TRACK & FIELD

LOSS

Throwers provide mutual push

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

By M. BLAKE HARRISON
sports@chherald.com

Sophomore thrower Monte’ka
Flowers saying she likes outdoor
season more than indoor — even
after she set the school record for
women’s weight throw during indoor season — might alarm her
competitors.
“I look forward to outdoor because of the discus,” Flowers said.
“I love throwing the discus.”
Considering Flowers’ most recent results, she must be fond of
the hammer and shot put as well.
Flowers came away from Austin
Peay last weekend with victories in
all three throwing events, as did senior thrower Brian Soverns.
Her hammer throw was 15
feet farther than her previous best
mark.
“This weekend wasn’t hard at
all,” she said. “It was just to get an
extra meet in.”
Finishing second behind her in
the shot put and hammer was Adesola Adeduro, a fellow sophomore

COLUMN
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

For those that haven’t
seen a globe in a while, Indiana is just north of Kentucky, and there are plenty
of similarities in that regard.
Western, like Butler, sits
in the shadows of bigger
schools like Kentucky, Louisville, Purdue and Indiana.
And like the state of Indiana, the Commonwealth
of Kentucky has a state full
of kids hungry for a chance.
But today’s coaches
don’t seem willing to take
that risk. Instead they
spend hours upon hours at
AAU tournaments, bringing in out-of-state talent
with the hopes that success
will come with them.
Western has had their

thrower.
It is not uncommon to find their
names close to each other in the results on a weekly basis.
“It’s a good pusher to have
someone younger than me, to try to
beat her or be ahead of her always,”
Adeduro said.
Though Flowers and Adeduro
do not practice together, they are
usually able to watch each other
compete, and they do work out at
the same times.
“Actually, having us together
kind of makes us push each other
more to be better, which is good
because when she throws one thing,
I want to try to throw it further,”
Flowers said. “We push each other
without even saying it.”
If there’s one thing they both
take advantage of, it’s the older
Soverns’ experience.
Adeduro said it’s nice to have
such a successful teammate around
to help.
“It feels good to have a teammate that has coaching ability,” she
said. “It helps me especially if my

own home-grown heroes
recently.
Ty Rogers is the first that
comes to mind. If you saw
him in an airport, you’d
never imagine his potential.
But Rogers gave Western
its greatest shining moment
in recent history.
There are plenty more
Rogers where he came
from. Well, at least in the
whole state. Eddyville,
Ky., is too small to have
two Rogers.
My point being, Head
Coach Ken McDonald
needs to start recruiting in
his own backyard for talent.
And he does to some extent, but what if Kentucky
was Western’s primary focus, and McDonald only
reached out on occasion
rather than focusing his efforts outside the state.

coach is not able to pinpoint something. If he’s there and he tells me
what’s wrong, it kind of translates
because of the age difference or
what (the motion) feels like.”
Throwing coach Craig Morehead said Soverns is useful away
from competition, providing another person at meets who can critique
the others.
In fact, Morehead was at a
Gainesville, Fla., meet this past
weekend, and he said having
Soverns at Austin Peay to watch
was helpful.
“He might be able to say something a little different than I’d be
able to, so they might respond it a
little differently,” Morehead said.
“I’m sure from a peer type of relationship, it helps.”
Looking ahead to the conference
championships, Flowers said she
hopes to build on the success she’s
had in the beginning.
“My expectations for outdoor are
that we win as a team once again,
and hopefully I’ll place in the top
three in everything,” she said.

Senior
guard A.J.
Slaughter and junior forward Steffphon Pettigrew
are both home-grown
products that have done
this program well.
Western has the facilities, tradition and resources to build a Butler-type
program. Now McDonald
needs to set his sights on
building the program the
Butler way rather than
hoping for overnight success that will get him the
next big-time job.
People can gripe about
the Sun Belt Conference
all day, but Butler was in
the Horizon League.
This isn’t about conferences. This is about commitment, dedication, tradition and finding a bunch of
guys willing to go against
the grain.

For Rent

“Timely, clutch hits
are always more important than the total number,” Payton said.
Western also saw its
10-game road winning
streak come to an end
over the weekend, but
they still hold a 13-4 record away from Denes
Field.
The key to that success, Payton said, is consistency.
“We approach every
game the same,” he said.
“You have to play 100 percent no matter where we
are playing, but it was just
tougher at Arkansas State.”
Ridings said the key
factor for their road success is the Toppers’ focus.
“We show a lot of focus on the road,” Ridings
said. “We might not get
the calls, but we are well
coached and know how to
control ourselves on the
road.”
Sophomore third baseman Casey Dykes said
Western is not worried
about its first losing streak

Help Want ed
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of the year.
“It is hard to put up
runs and win every game
on the road, especially in
the conference we play
in,” he said.
The Sun Belt ranks
sixth in the Ratings Percentage Index among all
conferences in the nation.
Western fell to second in
the league after its losses
last weekend and now sit
a game behind South Alabama.
“The Sun Belt gets
better each year,” Payton
said. “We have high talent level which makes for
tough games.”
After playing only four
of their last 17 games at
home, Western will see an
abundance of home games
in April. The Toppers play
12 games at Denes Field
this month, beginning
with a five-game homestand on Tuesday night.
“We have been strong
on the road this year, but
there is nothing better than
playing at the Nick,” Ridings said. “It takes a lot of
stress off of us not having
to travel as much.”
The Toppers face Murray State at 6 p.m. Tuesday.

Help Want ed

Help Want ed
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BASEBALL

FOOTBALL

Toppers'
spirits still
high after
series loss
By MIKE STUNSON
sports@chherald.com

Western’s nine-game winning streak came to
a halt last weekend, and now the Toppers are
aiming to start a new streak.
Consecutive losses to Arkansas State on Saturday and Sunday were enough to offset a Friday win, marking Western’s first weekend series
loss of the year.
The Toppers totaled only nine runs in the
three-game series, but senior pitcher Matt Ridings said he’s not worried about Western’s offensive production moving ahead.
“We have hit the ball well all year,” Ridings
said. “Arkansas State is a tough place to play in,
and I’m confident we will bounce back.”
Western has had an abundance of hits all year
to win games, but that wasn’t the case last weekend as the Toppers averaged 7.66 hits per game
in the series.
Senior shortstop Matt Payton said they had
trouble bringing those runners home. In all,
Western stranded 27 runners over the course of
the weekend.
SEE LOSS, PAGE 11

COLUMN

Butler recipe can
be duplicated
Gary Parrish of CBSsports.com pointed out
something that caught my attention Sunday afternoon. According to Scout.com’s ratings, Butler didn’t have any players with higher than a
three-star rating sign between 2006 and 2009.
This isn’t about stars
or recruiting.
This is about the fact
that Western can easily
duplicate Butler’s route
to the Final Four.
Butler sits on a landmine of kids that are
hungry for an opportunity on the hardwood.
They’d play through
harsh midwestern win- ANDREW ROBINSON
ters for the chance of Back-Page Banter
becoming the next Hoo- sports@chherald.com
sier-state hero.
Most don’t get an
opportunity to play at the Division-I level, but
a select group at Butler got an opportunity of
a lifetime to play for a national championship
Monday night.

CHRIS FRYER/HERALD

Defensive coordinator Clint Bowen works with Western's defense before the Toppers' red and white scrimmage at HouchensSmith Stadium Saturday morning. Bowen was hired this semester by Head Coach Willie Taggart and used to be on the coaching
staff for the University of Kansas.

Help from above
Tops 'blessed' to have former Kansas assistant on sidelines
By COLE CLAYBOURN
sports@chherald.com

It’s not often that an experienced coach from
a Bowl Championship Series conference finds
an 0-12 football team an attractive fit. Not to
mention the fact that the defense ranked 106th
nationally in total defense out of 120 Football
Bowl Subdivision teams.
But newly-hired defensive coordinator Clint
Bowen said that when Head Coach Willie Taggart approached him about the job, he looked at
last year’s record and statistics and saw it as a
project to test his coaching abilities.
“I felt like with the players in place, there
was a chance to really make something happen
here,” Bowen said. “The defense had bad numbers statistically last year, and I look at that as a
great opportunity to improve.”
Bowen brings 12 years of Big 12 coaching
experience to Western, including two seasons as
defensive coordinator, two as co-defensive coordinator with two bowl game wins.
He found himself out of a job when former
Kansas Head Coach Mark Mangino resigned,
and Turner Gill was brought in as Mangino’s
replacement, eventually bringing in his own
staff and forcing Bowen to look elsewhere

for a job.
When Bowen was introduced at Western on
Feb. 12, Taggart called Bowen a “great hire”
and said he was blessed to be able to bring in
someone with Bowen’s experience.
Bowen said the transition from Kansas to
Western hasn’t been too hard for him because
he still goes about his job the same way.
“When you get here, the difference really
isn’t that much,” he said. “It’s a bunch of guys
trying to win football games.”
Taggart said he hired Bowen to turn the
defense in to a top-level unit — something he
thinks is very possible based off of what Bowen
accomplished at Kansas.
Bowen’s tenure as the Jayhawks’ defensive
coordinator was full of team records and player
honors.
As the co-defensive coordinator in 2007, the
Jayhawks’ defense recorded the lowest yards per
game total in school history, keeping opponents
to 317.3 yards per game. In 2008 as defensive
coordinator, Bowen’s defense ranked 28th nationally in run defense, third in the Big 12 in
pass efficiency defense and third in the conference in run defense.
SEE BOWEN, PAGE 10

SEE COLUMN, PAGE 11

SOFTBALL

Lady Toppers battle back in Sun Belt
By EMILY PATTON
sports@chherald.com

ARIANA MCLAUGHLIN/HERALD

Senior outﬁelder Jamie Hennis was congratulated scoring in the eighth inning of the Lady
Toppers’ ﬁrst game on Friday. The Western softball team swept a three-game series against
Troy this weekend at the WKU Softball Complex.

FOR THE LATEST IN
TOPPER SPORTS:

CONTACT: NEWS 270.745.6011

good team with one of the top pitchers in
our conference. This just shows what we
can do.”
Before the wins, Perry said the team
had been working to combine the talents
of their seven freshmen and eight seniors
while trying to bring back players plagued
by injuries for the past month.
But over the weekend, the Lady Tops
saw the return of injured senior Shannon Smith to bat. Smith recorded four of
Western’s five RBIs in game two against
Troy.
“You dream about coming up in those
situations with runners on base, and it
worked out perfect,” Smith said. “I’m
very happy to be back helping them out
and winning games.”
The Lady Tops saw a nine-game win
streak halted by three losses to LouisianaLafayette and one to Lipscomb before
facing Troy.

Head Coach Tyra Perry couldn’t say
where the Lady Toppers disappeared to
during their four-game losing streak last
week.
But last weekend, Perry found her
team, and the Lady Tops hit their stride.
“I got my old team back,” Perry said.
“I always knew that we would be OK.”
Western (21-13, 5-7 Sun Belt Conference) swept a three-game series against
Troy, marking the first sweep of a league
opponent this season.
Coming into the weekend, the Lady
Tops had only recorded two Sun Belt wins
and were last in the conference standings.
The wins helped knock Troy from the
top of the Sun Bet ladder and fuels a Lady
Tops turnaround, Perry said.
“We play the top teams early every
year, so we always have a tough start,” she
said. “Troy is a very good program, a very SEE BATTLE, PAGE 10
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