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department’ head’s ‘term t0 vote by’
i secret bailot on: whether the' petson’ orkshops, he said.' %"
* ‘In other business, the board::4; 2
‘—Approved ' audit i re -orts i for,

© WKYU-FM and WKYU-TV. fo;the

sa.usfactory\ compromlsd :
-Senate: Presxdent Bart::Whi

-The dean’ will forward: his ' com-# ¢ —Approved salary adjustments o
ments on each candidate to the vice - for the “football * coaching “staff-to .
‘"-] ‘president for academic, affairs,* who-” give them 2 percent salary increases -3
will also make comments on‘each’ plus 3 percent for merit ~— the same «';f:
candxdatc and give all of the col- - as other university employees have .
received. Contract ‘ending dates for:
‘the staff were revised by, the board -
R : toApnllratherthanmJanualy and .
< Faculty wﬂl a.‘:so have mput ‘in-*~Coach -~ Jack ~Harbaugh’s - contract :
annual evaluations, 7 <A . 'was extended to Jan. 31, 1994.%-%:

+* In unrelated business, .the"board —Approved re-activation 0
revised ““the “-1989-90 - operating *master of arts in education progam |
budget 1o include’a $3.325 million ;- with a major and mmor m y
increase because projections for ex- ment.’ £
‘temnal *~ funding ~"were -too  low,- '+ ——Adjoumed to ciosed sessmn to
i dlscusspmperty acquxsmon.

Westem st Board of Regents ‘ap-
pmved the pohcy, ’dewsed by Pres

search and’ selecuon for a’ depa.rt )
ment head oL in evaluatmns of tha

."Wh;te,_sald two or three changes




T 'Educatlon and ior truste,eé an
‘ {‘egents at state universitie§ would

ee ? agai st his, bm ;e

‘ 'S oy

- six-year. terms -would ‘mean ‘that no’ single go\gernor |
-could filt every siot on the councit and most openings ]
.on the eight university boards, as is possible now.:

Gov, Wallace Wilkinson’s administration is. opposed
to the bill because’a’ govemor would_then be saddled
‘with the hlgher-education appointments 'of prefious
' 'Wilkinsons legislaﬂve i
Iiaison. ‘

O’Danlel -DS t g eld told thp Senate; State GOV- :
ernment Commlttee yesterday that e, expected the !
. {egistation," i ;approved, Would prompt a Jawsujt to
determine its constitutionallty. ;; ", e :

- A previous éffort by the General Assembly to create

ix-year terms was declared unconstitutional in Frank-
lin Circuit Court, based on a section in the state consti-
:ution that llmlts “inferior state ofﬂcers" to four-year
erms o4 ‘
Bowever O'Daniel's bill renes upon 'y different sece
tion of the constitution, which gives the General As.
senélt);y power to set. terms but does; hot specify Ahe
‘len " {\ , ; ‘,.'

A related ‘messre, “House' Bill . 136 wotld “also |
change the board and council terms to ‘six years and |
would establish a committee that would. give the gov-
‘ernor three names from which to' make an’ ‘appoint- |
-ment. KB 136 was sent to the Senate last week after;'
passing the House, Wilkinson sald he opposed it, caH-
ing it an infringemént on executive authority.

The panel also approved a House bill that would
make Martin Luther King's birthday a paid state holi-
day. ‘The Tull Senate may VOte on the measure, HB 2 '

later this week.’ L :
? en. Gene Huff R-
it'

..The vote on the
NLondon, said one "of the Teasons he vo
a5 because lt yvould ‘cost 100 much.™

I

E
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By MICHAEL JENNINGS

.’Staff ritej 3, ? ?()' \

'-‘FRANKFORT Ky. -~ A bill that
“would weaken a governor's control
over higher education governing
' ‘Poards is now two steps shy of pas-
sage — and of a certaln veto by
Gov. Wallace Wilkinson.

The House Education Committee
yesterday approved a bill, already
passed by the Senate, that would ex-
tend to six years the terms of the

trustem and regen{s of state unlver-

‘sities and - membery .of the state

nominated by the screenlng panel

¥ 1n effect, the amendment grafts 8 ]

Council on Higher Education, Their bill sponsored by Rep. Ernesto Scor- .-

terms are now four years, meaning : sone,
eplace or Te- " gored by Sen. Ed

each ‘governor could
appoint them all.

“fhe committee smended the Sen-

ate bill to calt for creation of & sev- -
en-member panel that would screen *
candidates for unlversity governing
boards and the councll In filling a
vacancy, the governor, would have :
to choose one or tnree persons

D-Lexington, "onfo one spon-
O’Dauiel DvSpring-
ﬁeid

- Both hills passed easny -in the
houses . where they ~originated. - If
- O'Danlel’s amended bill now passes
in the House, it would return to the
.Senate floor, where O'Daniel pre-! ?
- dicted it would win quick concur--
rence Tt i

m————F

BN

A e g ¥

board terms, Wllkmson threatens veto

O'Daniel said his- bill would *“im-
prove contiouity on  university
boards,” while the screening pro-
cess added by Scorsone should en-
sure nominees have the proper
background in higher education.

At 8 press conference yesterday,

Wilkinson vowed to veto the meas-

ure if if reaches his desk, In explain-
ing why, he alluded o legislators’
refusal to consider a constitutional
amendment that would allow him to
succeed himself in office.

-“It four-year terms are good
enough for the governor, they're
good enough for the irustees of the
universities,” Wilkinson said. - '

O'Dantel sald he thought there -
© were enough votes in the Senate to

override a veto,

_In another matier, the House Edu-
cation Commitiee defeaied a bill
that would enable the spouse and
children of & faculty or staff mem-
ber at a state university to attend
that school tuition-free.

° The vote on House Bill 728 was 8-
6 in favor, with four abstentions,
leaving it two votes shy of the num-
ber needed for passage.

" The bill's spossor, Rep. Walter
Blevins Jr., D-Morehead, described

it as a too to recruit and retain

good facuity and staff members, An
oppouent, Rep. Ciayton Little, D-Vir-

_gle, said the measure would be “rob-

bing the taxpayers of Kentucky” to
benefit those who could a.fford to

. pay college tuitton.




ANVITINNIaAlIUil Palicl -

for hlgher-educatmn |
. posts clears House

By JOHN VOSKUHL .. 0 i
siatt Writer . ', \ - 3 ;U{ ?‘0

FRANKFORT, Ky. — A bill that would set up a
special commission to nominate gubernatorial appoin-

tees to public universities’ governing boards and the |

state Council on Higher Education came hack from

the grave yesterday, as House members approved the 'i

measure they had defeated the day before.

~“This restores my faith In life after death,” said
Rep. Ernesto Scorsone, D-Lexington, who rl_1andled the j_

measure, Senate Biil 86, in the House, )
-But the lifespan of the resurrected measure, which
cleared the House on a slim 45-41 vote, remains in

|

“doubt. Its most controversial provision must return to °
the Senate for concurrence and, if it's approved, the -

bill is likely to be vetoed by Gov. Wallace Wilkinson,
- “f think the governor would be inclined to veto” the

~measure as it was passed by the House sa:d Tom
~Dorman, Wilkinson’s legislative liaison.

« House Speaker Don Blandford said the bill got an- .
iigher chance after he spent Thursday night and yes-

rday morning working to foster support for it. He
foted that the governor's staff was working hard

egainst the measure, and-he ‘wasn't .sure -whether .
"enough lawmakers would support the measure {o en-

sure an override of a veto,
~.But Blandford, D-Philpot, sald he would try to build
support for an override If it comes to that.

The blll began in the Senate as a measure to in--

crease the terms of public universlty trustees and re-
gents from four to slx, years, - ST G e
Scorsone amended the bill in the House to include

the provision that would create the special nominating |
commission — a measure lifted from a House bill that .
Scorsone had sponsored, Scorsone’s bill was approved

in the House but has stalled in the Senate.

Though the provision s viewed as a means of limit- -
ing gubernatorial pressure that can be brought to the

governance of universities, several members said yes-
terday that the bill would inmnge too greatly on the
powers of the governor. ,

Legislators should "never forget that the governor ls
also elected by the people of this state,” said Rep.
Bobby Richardson, D-Glasgow, one of the bul S oppo-
nents, -

But Rep. Rlchard Lewis, D-Benton, suid the meas-
ure would help the state "best manage” its public uni-
versities, -

He said Murray State University has had far too
many regents over the past few years to provide cohe-
sive direction for the school. o

And he cited cases at Morehead State University

and Kentucky State University in which governors |
have appointed new regenis or trustees in the midst of .

controversies over presidential searches,
- The bill would provide “stability in management“
for the universities, he said, .

The bill’s provision for six- year temls; inay run afoul

of a constitutional provision that limits the terms of
state officers to four years, according fo two circuit
court cases and an.attorney general’s opinion issued
earlier this month,

Scorsone told his colleagues that there has been “nu'
definitive ruling” on the question from the state Su-
Preme Court, largely because Gov, Martha Layne Col- |
|

ns’ administration chose not to appeal a circuit court |

ruling on the constitutionality,

The extension of terms would brevent govemors :

“cleaning out” boards and milng them wlth polltical
_supporters, Scorsone said ‘ qk v
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By GIL LAWSON and JOHN VOSKUHL '
-Starterters : (; J 373676

’ FRANKFORT Ky — An amendment that would
have created a statewlde nominating panel for guber-
natorial appointments to university governing beards
and the state Council on Higher Education died yester-
day in the House.
' The demise of the measure, which House' members’ f
- had amended to Senate Bill 86, cleared away Gov. '
. Wallace Wilkinson’s main obje'ction to the bill — that’
it would diminish governors’ authority to select uni-
" versity trustees and regents. :
But the bill's remaining provxsions which would re-
“place the four-year terms that such regents and trust-’
. ‘ees now serve with six-year terms, will probably still
draw a gubernatorial veto, said Tom Dorman, Wilkin- -
_ son’s legislative liaison.
Dorman cited & problem with the bill that even its
- supporters acknowledge: Kentucky circuit courts have
already held that similar legislation violated a provi-
_sion in the state constitution that limits state officers’
- to four-year terms. i
However, as supporiers po!nt out, no state appeals’
court has ruled on the question. . - . )
. When pressed, Dorman acknowledged that Wilkin.
_soh is also concerned that the measure would limit
. gubernatorial authority over university governance.
Governors, who are limited to four-year terms, would
be unable to appeint all members of univers:ty boards
under the bill,
Wilkinson “feels some stewardship for the office of
-governor” and does not want to see its powers dimin-
ished, even though the bill’s provisions would not have
gpplied to him, Dorman said. TN .
..- Rep.. Ernesto Scorsone, who served as the House .
loor manager of the bill, which was sponsored by -
Sen. Ed (’Daniel, D-Springfield, said he thought he -
had enough votes among House members to override .

the veto, . -
© - 0'Daniel could not be reached for comment yester- i

day.

Scorsone, D—Lexlngmn. had originally sponsored a
bili that would have established the nominating com-
misslon. That bill won approval in the House, but it
failed in the Senate. :

Scorsone then plggyhﬁcked the measure onto SB 88,:

which House members first defeated, then reconsid-
ered and approved last Friday.

But the Senate refused to accept the amendment -

- yesterday, prompting Scorsone to ask that House"
members “recede” from it, or withdraw it. The House
then sent the bill fo Wilkinson on a 53-25 vote. ‘

Scorsone said he didn’t attempt to force consider-

‘ation of the measure '8’ confer:
_ence . committee because he-
! didn't” . think Senate : members

could 'be convinced, i SR
“Either the Senate is comfort-
able with the - concept: .of : a
screenlng committee or not,” ke
said, s

‘._:_.W
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HIGHEREDUCATION . ~ . . .
Funding increase, 6-year |

board terms are passed |

Statf Writer - .
.ta(_,.-b H-15-9¢
. FRANKFORT, Ky. — Cre-:
ation of a new student financial
aid program and the heftiest in-
crease in university funding in
recent years were the 1990
. ‘ General Assembly’s legacy for
“ et woo higher edueation, '
The Iegislature also again amended state law to ex-.
tend the terms of university trustees and regents from
four to six years. But a proposed method to curb politi-
cal croanyism in the appointments was rejected.
.Lawmakers pumped more than $7 million a year
fnto the budget to create the first part-time student
grant program. Under College Access Program grants
~— which Gov. Wallace Wilkinson proposed — needy
fuli- and part-time freshmen and sophomores will be
eligible- for maximum grants of $640 this year, and
probably §680 in 1991-92, at public or private colleges,
.Since the CAP grants will be restricted to freshmen
and sophomores, the State Student Incentive Grant
program will be limited to juniors and senlors, sald
Paul Borden, executive director of the Kentucky High-
er Education Assistance Authority. N
Overall funding for higher education was increased |
24.9 percent in the upcoming biennlum, or rom this
year's $594.2 million to $741.% million in 1991-92, Op-".
erating funds for the eight state universitles were in-
creased from $574.3 mililon this year to $632.5 million
In 1990-91 and $715.5 milllon in 199192,

' |
=1| By RICHARD WILSON o

The budget contains money to allow each campus to
grant at least 5 percent annual salary increases to
faculty and staff members. Officials still contend the
Increases are insufficient to keep their schools from
losing top professors to scheols paying better salaries.

Addltional_( money. also was provided for pay raises
for county éxtension workers at Kentucky State Uni- .
versity and the University of Kentucky, . . - !

Money was provided to expand only a few programs .
or to start new. ones. However, Morehead State Uni-
versity will train personnel for a new state prison in
Morgan County; UK and the University of Loujsville

" will expand rural health programs; and Western Ken-

tucky University will start an Institute for Economic
Deyelopment. RERRR SR S :
--Among the major new construction projecis are an
$11.7 milllon library expansion at Fastern Kentucky
University, an $11.4 million health and physical edu-
cation facility at KSU, a $9.1 million library expansion
at Northern Kentucky University, and $11.7 million
for a civil engineering building and $14 miilion for
medical research space expansion at UK. :

More than $40 million was authorized for construc-
tion of new bulldings at eight UK community colleges,
and UK was authorized to spend up to $12.5 miltion to
purchase a Woodford County farm to replace its Cold-
stream Farm in northern Fayette County, ' -

al

Over the two-year period, the increases ralse state { S

generzal operating support from 80.3 percent of the |
level sought under the state Councll on Higher Educa- '
tton’s funding formula to 88.2 percent. >

The universities also will benefit from $200 million
for campus Improvements and new construction,
Many of the bullding projects, mostly financed by rev-
enue bonds, were added by legislative leaders to win
needed votes for the tax and school-reform legislation.
Interest, or debt service, on these projects will be
$21.5 miliion in 199192, -~ ¢ -~ "ty A

For the second tlme in 10 years, the legislature
passed a bill to lengthen university trustee and regent
terms to six years, Similar legislation in 1980 was
riuled unconstitutional by Franklin Cireuit Court, but
the issue was never declded by Kentucky’s Supreme
Court. ’ - ’

Sen. Ed O'Daniel, sponsor of this year's effort, has
relied on a different section of the constitution, 0'Dan-
lel, D-Springfield, expecis the new legislation to pro-
voke another court test, but for the issue to be finally .
resolved by the high court. T ‘

Wilkinson vetoed the measure, Senate Bilt ‘86, l;ut

legislators overrode the veto Friday, . - ;

The House passed a bill to require the governor to
name schools' governing board members from recom-
mendations by a new selection panel. But the ldea,
which would have weakened the governor's appointive
powers, was rejected by the Senate,

K
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"Pehhon opposes WKU logo change

~ Westemn Kentucky University’s Board of Regents will review petl—
tions circulated by a student protesting a switch in the school’s logo, .
~Senior Mark Tucker of Bowling Green said he has coliected 2 NEVS
signatures of students, faculty and community members who request
reinstatement of the university’s seal.
Westem President Thomas Meredith introduced a new logo to

X

o~
R

‘regents at their meeting in October, The logo, which depicts the dome .

of Cherry Hall with the letter ‘W'’ subtly drawn into it and the univer-
sity's name below it, would replace the seal in all but its most formal
uses.

Tacker spearheaded an effort he called Save Our Seal, He circulated
the petitions requesting reinstatement of the seal and protection of the
symbol from future administrations.

Tucker sent a letter to Meredith to ask the board to consuier the re-
quest at its meeting Thursday. He said he received a letter from the
board that said the issue would be *‘taken under advisemb?n_t._;’ g gg? ”
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Regents back | plan for WKU’s futilre |

* BOWLING GREEN, Ky. — A plan outlining Western Kentucky '
" University's path for the future cleared a hurdle yesierday as
Western's board of repents approved the plan’s basic goals. /. |
The goals ranged from increasing the numbers of “non-tradi-
tional” (ofien older) and minority students, to improving West-
ern's private fund-reising efforfs, to requiring sfudents to have
. better commnnicauon skill and a more tharough understand}ng ‘
ot foreign cultures. - - '
7 A steering commiitee will spend lhe stmmer reviewing reports
from {our subcommittees assigned to assess various operations at
Western, including the athletic program, which has been a point of
. controversy among Western's faculty, Some say Western spends
too much on its sports program, and others counter that the pro-
-gram generates a significant amount of income. .+
Angther committee will examine the university s budget and see
, it it can be streamlined, . (: 3 oSS A el <o S
- . S TR S -
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WKU chooses
bond sales for

5 - I15-90
A Daily News report

Western Kentucky University on
Monday moved a step closer to
solving its on-campus housing
shortage when a local firm was
chosen to handle bond sales for new
housing construction.

WKU's Board of Regents ac-
cepted Merrill-Eynch Pierce Fenner
& Smith Inc. of Bowling Green’s
bid of 7.4055 percent interest on
Series L bonds to be issued to fi-
nance construction of two new resi-
dence halls. Representatives of the
investment group said they were
able to take advantage of changing
market conditions in offering the
rate, which Westemn officials said
was lower than they expected.

Regents also met with members
of the Western XXI steering com-
mittee to review revisions in the de-
velopment plan's mission state-
ments,

However,

discussion centered

firm to handle
new housing

around proposed publication and
service obligations for faculty
members and developing an
equitable measuring system for
disciplines. '

Differences in the requirements of
disciplines and departments will
have to lead to flexibility in the pro-
gram, Western Prcsndent Thomas
Meredith said, '

He said with some depanments,
publication every three years might
be a reasonable requirement, while
yearly publication could be expected
in ‘others, Of the proposal’s three re-
quirements for faculty — public ser-
vice, scholarly productivity and ex-
cellence in teaching — “‘teaching is
the most inflexible,”’ Meredith said,

Western XXI chairman James
Flynn said his committee wanted
flexibility in the requirements and
agreed with the board’s directive to
clarify the proposal,

L0




KU approves $1 00 mslllon budget 1

lif'iaowuNG GREEN, Ky, — Western Kentucky University's re- |
,Fents approved the school's first $100 million budget yesterday,
ncludfng a 1.51 percent average salary increase for, i'aculty and

a"i percent wage increase
‘homas Meredith, ralsing his annual compensation to $96,531, - |
“The 1990-91 operating budget fotals 5102 315 300 an increase of

“The board also authorized tultion and fee ncreases of 11, 3 per< /'
ent previously adopted by the state Councll on Higher Education,
+iwtUndergraduate fees will be $660 per semester for Kenfucky
" residents'and $1,840 for non-Kentucky residents. Kentucky gradu-
te students will pay $720 while non-Kentucky residents will be
harged $2,020- per. semeste ‘

S zLL_.u AR ‘.J_.J_ seniibie




! fees beginning in the fall,

WKU regents approve

.f) ~3 -9
By REBECCA MORRIS
Daily News Staff Writer
Western Kentucky University
students will see an 11.3 percent
hike in tuition, housing and other

 Western's board of regents on
Wednesday approved the rates,
which previously were adopted by
the state Council on Higher Educa-
tion, as part of a university budget
that for the first time excccds $100
million.
In-state undergraduate tuition will
be $660 a semester, up $90 from the
past school year. In-state tuition for

graduate students will be $720, up

$100 from the past year,

Non-residents will pay $1,840 as

undergraduates and $2,020 for grad-
uate tuition, compared to $1,610 for
undergraduates and $1,760 for grad-
uates the past year.
. On-campus housing costs will in-
crease by $25 a semester ~ to $475
for air conditioned residence halls
and $460 for non-air conditioned
halls — and student fees will rise
from $50 to $70.

The record budget is a $10.9 mil-
lion increase above the 1989-90
level and includes a 7.51 percent
average salary increase for faculty
and staff, Western President Thomas
Meredith will receive a 7 percent
pay hike, taking his salary to
$96,531.

The budget increase includes 36
million in non-discretionary funds
— which are restricted for use in

* Pell Grants and government con-

tracts, debt service and overmatch
funds to the teacher retirement
system.

Of the $4.9 million avaﬂable for

discretionary use, $3.8 million,
about 75 percent, was designated for
faculty and staff raises.

Meredith told regents the budget
emphasis on raises ‘‘reflects the

tuition, housmg hikes

university’s absolute cormmtmcnt to
compensation this year.'

Faculty members and non-
classified staff making at least
$20,000 will receive a 5 percent

.. raise. Those eanung ‘less . than

$20,000 will receive raises from
5.33 percent to 8 percent

-Employees eaming less will receive

the higher raise percentage.

Classified employees will also
receive raises of 5-8 percent, also
structured  so that lower-paid
employees receive the higher per-
centage.

Unit heads and vice presidential
areas will receive an extra 2 percent
of the base funding of their areas to
be " used for merit - raises for
employees. S
- Board Vice Chairman Roger
Clark said the university *‘tried to
give the greater percentage of the
increase to the people who made
less.”’

Regent Denny Wedge said the in-
creases were necessary to bring
salaries in line with other state
schools.

Most areas of the budget received
increases. The budget for academic
instruction, which covers the univer-
sity’s four colleges, was increased
$3.2 miltion to $33.4 million.

The College of Education and
Behavioral Sciences received a
$1.15 million increase and the
budget category containing
Western’s Community College and
extended-campus program received
a $1.4 million increase,




‘becomes WKU’s

. who met his wife while both attended Western Kentucky -
- University has given his alma mater its largestever dona-
- tiont in honor of his 50th wedding anniversary.

~ health and activities center the Raymond B. Preston Health
: and Activities Center.

' ~. ; ter fmm Wﬁterns Associated Stu-

Alumni couple s mmmlspmm“?
50th anniversary

-‘-5 each student's semester fees over
: the next four years to collect a stu-
7. dent-body contribution toward the

* building. .

.j Preston, who graduated from

. Western in 1940 with a bachelor's
,' degree in chemistry, is the founder
- and president of PB&S Chemical
" Co., a Heanderson-based chemical-
_distributlon company.

*“] met Hattle in a psychology
class at Western, and 50 years ago
".on June 8 we were married,” Pres-
< ‘ton said at the press conference, I
feel very strongly about this pro-
gram, and I feel very strongly about
; swhat Western has done for me. It
] .seems only fitting, on our 50th wed-
In return, Western has agreed to name its new student 3 3 7ding anniversary, that we do this.”
3 Preston also is one of six mem-
¢:bers of a steering committee that

‘golden opportum

By CYNTHIA CROSSLEY ) ,
Staff Writer  ~ . 2 -9 S"' o
BOWLING GREEN, Ky. — A Henderson businessman

‘-

Western’s president, Dr. Thomas Meredith, announced "4t puides Western’s development of-

. Preston's gift yesterday at a press conference that Preston, > fice, said the office’s director, Hal
. his wife, Hattie Paff Preston, and their son Kent, a Western. ~-Jeffcoat. Jeffcoat said that when
- sophomore, attended. Meredith said Preston’s gift quickly

aMeredith came to Western in 1988,
brought the university to ifs initial $1.4 million fund-raising. r,one of the new president's first

* goal for the student activities center. The state is funding qmoves was to reactivate the steering
: . the balance for the $10 million project.

. - acomm1ttee to boost Western's pri-
“We can now move forward with construction of the | -<iVate fund-raising efforts.

building,” Meredith said. },u"’ In an interview after the press
At Preston’s request, Western is not divulgmg the amount ; ~conference, P l'e%rtgt said Mel'e‘tillﬂl

of his gift. But Meredith said it is the single largest private : .-»afd Paul gootk} derin is texfj(\:;% ;’;-'-
donation received by Western in its 84-year history. ey ?e presiden A fg ;1 m&%cfu?contrib—
That would mean Preston’s gift exceeds a $300,000 be- % f"‘; IS, ?Pit’]‘:’ag Sdl lr;}efore iy

quest from the estate of Virginia Wood Davis, a 1943 Eng- ;> Aiting to the building

. lish major who gave her money to Western’s journalism ; ;?aglt f;xar;d-rawing campaigh began
" program, and a $400,000 commitment {o the acuvmes cen- ;-

: “'I‘heyre very persuasive,” Pres-
I ton said. “You can see when he

{Meredxth) talks about it he really
m -?beheves in it.”

"*7 Preston said he thought over the

. request for & while before agreeing
 to it. “This was not a snap judgment,
-it was something we had to think
" about,” Preston said. “Obviously, in
the twilight years you start thinking
about some things that maybe you
hadn't thought about before. That
unlimited amount of time you had
when you were a kid, you know it
becomes very finite. This we

contribution and something worth-
while.”

- The 2story building will include
8ix ‘basketball and nine racquetball

track and a 25meter swimming
pool. 1t will also include a laborato- -
ry to measure cardiovascular fit-
. ness.

gents Drive east of the football sta-

struction on the building to start this

fall and be finished In 18 months,
Western hasn't quite finished rais-

ing money for the buiiding. Jetfcoat

'l’

. said the university needs to raise an-

~other $250,000 to buy and maintain
y Dew equipment, Western has ap-

. proached several potential donors
*about that need and offered to name .

--various rooms inside the building

+for those making significant contri-

-:butions, he sald. The university is

‘now -awaiting their respense.

“We have major equipment needs
'because we're doing this the first-
, Class way,” Meredith said. “I don't
! want to be dragging 25-year-old
" equipment out of Diddle (Arena)

‘and putting it into a brand-new, -

.state-of-the-art building.”

. .

. During a special meeting of West-
"erm’s board of regents, which fol-
‘lowed yesterday’s press conference,

‘new regent Robert Chambless of -

» Munfordville was sworn in by Judg@m
-Charles H. Reynolds. Also, the re-
.gents elected Patsy Judd, publisher

‘of the Cumberland County News; in

-Burkesville, as the board's vice
.chairman. Chambless replaced re-
‘gent Ronnie Clark of Franklin,
whose term ended this spring. Clark

PIUPIPE Ry S, G

thought might could be a lasting -

courts, welght-training and aerobic- -
dance rooms, a 1/9-mile jogging

" Western plans this summer to re- .
route some underground utility lines
around the building’s site, on Re- .

dium. Meredith said he expects con- |

!



Warren superintendent is named
to CounCIl on Higher Education

By CATHY COPE ek
Daily News Staff Writer

Her administrative role at the
elementary and secondary education
level will help her better serve
higher education as an appointee to
the Council on Higher Education,
the Warren County superintendent
of schools said today.

Randy Kimbrough, who will
replace Patrick Nutini of Edgewood,
was one of five appointed to the
council by Gov. Wa.llacc Wilkinson
Monday,

- “‘T am very pleased that the gov-
emor has faith in me and thinks I
can do a good job. It is important
that the council have someone who
can give input from that (¢lementary
and secondary education) level
because we are consumers of higher
education every day,”” Mis. Kim-
brough said today.

Also appointed were former
Wilkinson administration budget
director Kevin Hable to replace
former Gov. Bert Combs; Dr.
Robert M. Blake of Maysville to
replace Daniel Stamper Jr; Jack
Rose of Murray to replace Bemie
Sandfoss Jr. of Newport; and
Sheridan Martin of Drift to replace
James Hill of Louisville as the stu-
dent representative on the council,

“(Higher education) is very im-
portant to the total development of
our population, and I look forward

A

ey

RANDY KIMBROUGH
One of five appointees

to being in a position where I can
help,”” Mrs. Kimbrough said. *'I
come from a perspective that would
look at what's best for all.”

The council sets policy for the
eight state universities,

Some of the more important
issues affecting universities are the
roles they have in education reform,
having enough money to attract and
maintain  quality personnel and
upgrading colleges and universities
to enter the technology age, she said.

“I will Iook at the issues and try

to make decisions based on what is
in the best interest of students in thc
commonwesalth,’” she said.

Mrs. Kimbrough was the assistant
superintendent for instruction for the
state from 1977 until 1980 and cur-
rently serves as chairman of the
Federal Policy and Legislative
Committee for the American
Association of School Ad-
ministrators,

One vacancy remains on the
council and one member is still ser-
ving even though his term has ex-
pired.

Wilkinson also has numerous

other appointments pending on the
governing boards of the individual
universities, including one at
Western Kentucky University, Den-
ny Wedge, of 1531 Cabell Drive
continues to serve on the Board of
Regents even though his term ex-
pired in March.

A state  law  provides that
members of such boards may serve
beyond the term of their initial ap-
pointment if they are not replaced.

Other universities and the number
of overdue appointments are Eastemn
Kentucky, one; Kentucky State,
two;, Morehead, two; Murmay, two;
Northern, one; University of Ken-
tucky, two, not counting a faculty
position; and University of
Louisville, 10, not counting a staff
position,

T
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Western conSIdermg

gifted, \studen’r plan

VT e vt TR

:.ByREBECCA MORRIS .-
" Daily News Staff Writer ‘K ‘}l{ ?O

OWENSBORO, Ky. — Western
Kenfucky - Umversmy s - Board -of

‘Regents met in Owensboro today in ;-
the kickoff of a weekend retreat.to
. high and high ‘school students, in-
" cluding workshops for teachers and

‘review ::current trends in°
;oducatlon y
. The board will couple its regular
quancrly meeting today with ‘a’
retreat Saturday at Owensboro’s Ex-
ecutive Inn Rivermont, The retreat

will give each regent an opportunity

to comment dnofficially on topics of
special interest to Westemn, Western
'Prcsxdcnt Thornas Meredith said.

-Owensboro is an important center
for Western because of the univer-
sity’s campus there, he said. Board
of - Regents
Iracane,” an Owensboro
businessman, and -George
Overstreet, director of the Western’s
Owensboro campus, hos!ed a tour of
the campus.

The board was expected to act on *
' proposed minors in land surveymg

at

a recommendation to establish a
center for giifted studies.
Western’s Bowling Green ¢campus.
*“We have lots of different activi-
ties for gifted students. We are pro-
posing creating the center to coordi-

£y S cpenie

Chairman Joseph -

LT

nafe’ them, I)r Julia Roberts a

teacher education professor who co- -

ordinates many of Westem's pro-
grams for gifted students, said, *

The university has several activi-

ties | for ‘gifted elementary,” “funior

parents, ‘camps - for ~academically
gifted elghlh—graders and programs
for verbaily - and mathcmaucally
gifted youths, she said. - &

The center’ would be located in
Tate C. Page Hall, Mrs. Roberts
said. E

**At the present time, we will not
require additional staff for the
center,”’ she said. '

The regents also were expected to
act on a -proposal to divide the
department of sociology, anthropol-
ogy and social woik into two
departments, “with sociology
becomm ga separale department.

Regems also conmdered addmg

and marketing.

.The . cath of office was ad-
ministered to student regent Michael
Colvin, a senior finance major from
Louisville.




"+ §'Faculty and staff resentment over

" Western, Kentucky { University: did

- and ‘#éadémic” support “progiams ‘at

WKU debofe |

ByREBECCAMORRIS 103" %0
- Daily News Staff Writer .-

the ranking of degree ‘programs at

“not abate Tuesday in & second day
‘of d:scussxon ‘on the Westem XX[

o members ‘Jast . week, “ranks degree

- the 'university 'In‘one ‘of thres levels
of importance and one of four levels
of funding and support ‘B:oiogy and
teacher education were' ‘said to be of
- the ‘most- importance to the ‘univer- |

(7

- gity ‘and in need of the ‘mast support studehf health & and act1v1t1es center,
in the draft.*+ 4, T s
?- The steenng omimittes ¢ that

authoréd “ithe“draft * held public

fessor said, ‘‘Without an ‘emphasis |

. comments on the draft.‘Supgested ;umverslty "
tevisions were to be ‘studied today, ;-

decxsmn on the draft Monday."

Thomas ”Meredxth “said. - The: first malSchool e .
part, released in May, -detailed the | -

the 21stcentury. ~ Wi Ywhen its primary ‘emphasis was in
¢ The ranking of programs is neces- | teacher education.

saxy for Westem 8 future, Meredsth

said, -

what was the most demanding fieed | students ata charge of " peroffice
in a particular year, but ‘on‘the basxs visit” T
of a plan for the future;"" hé§aid. " “Debbie. oy Snuth. a8 . university -

i The omission of health care from 5 hbranes secretary, agreed with their

Western's - fiiure was - the sIant of ' protests,

Tuesday’s dis-ussions. 7+ “To keep ef:ﬁdents educatlonally'
‘“Thisg - _: i3t Fnday‘ Pres;dent hea]thy we must -first keep thern-
Meredith -nphasized the ! impor- physically healthy,” she said. -

tance of health care when he spoke

Bill Howard, ‘an allied health’ pro-'

 on "health care ] don’t see how we,:
forums Monday and Tuesday to hear ; can call ourselves a comprehenswe,'
' “Other schools looked at us as a i
It seems the overall tone of t'hls .
with the draft going to Western's 3recommendanon is not “to move
Board of Regents on Thursday. The : forward but to move backward,” "
board ‘is’ expected to make a ﬁnal : Howard ‘said. *‘I am aware of the .
i ’hxstory of thls‘umversuy, .and it

; The draft ‘is the second part of ; Seems we want to step back and start
Western XX1,” university President ﬁcallmg this Westem Kentucky Nor-
' not
_ “Western ' was , des1gnated as a A
university’s rmssmn and goals for { normal school from 1906 until 1930,

. Students have been protestmg the

% ¢ recommendation to tum over to the
; “Under th;s pmposal “funding ; private sector the university’s health .
decisions ‘would not be made on : service, which offers n1~dzca1 care to'

- Rebecca Tabor, an allied healtl;

at L'ne g:feundbreakmg for the ncw professor, was angered by the rec- response,’: he S&ld

" ommendation to . de-emphasxze. |
‘Western's dental hygiene program. -
- ““Westem’s bachelor (degree) in
dental hygiene was the first of its
kind in thé nation,”’ “she said.:

model to set up their programs.’’ ' -
Mrs, - Tabor - said + the - demal
hygiene program ‘hag already re-|
ceived calls and lettersfrom profes- :
sional associations uestxomng the '
Tecommendation, i o
Western's Board of Regents w1li
rely ~only':on " the : recom- i
mendations of the steering commit-
tee to make :ts decxsmn on Western \

Joe Iracane chmnnan of ‘the |
Board of Regents, .and at least two 3
other régerts attén ;

ded ‘Tuesday s ¢

Iracanc smd 1( was espema.ljy im- |
portant to ‘see:how faculty were |

" responding to the draft, which was .'

partially prepared by other faculty

: members

1 wanted to see the faculty‘




1_Bc1r’r|ey is sworn in as WKU regenf

Bobby R. Bartley, a 1958 graduate of Bowhng Green Business Um— 3l

versity, was sworn in as a member of Wcstem Kentucky Umversxty 5
Board of Regents today.

Bartley, 54, was ‘appointed by Gov Wallacc 7W1lkmson to replace,_ |

" Denny chge of Bowling Green on the board.
Wedge's term expired in March. .~ 7o

Bartley has been general manager of Homer Bardey Lumbcr Co in

Glasgow since 1960. He is originally from Monroe County.
*“I'm happy to be here among a lot of ¢ld friends,” Bartiey sa:d
*I"m looking forward to see if we can get Westem rol].mg :

‘T know there are money, personnel and political issues to play wnh '

* but I think within a year I'll know my way around,’”” he said. -
Baniey s wife, Gloria, is a teacher in tb\/Glasgow school & stem
s De- 6

—4-. -...._.
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WKU plans to add degree -
- BOWLING GREEN, Ky. '— Western Kentucky
University’s board of regents approved a proposal
yesterday for a doctoral degree in education. The -
plan now goes to the Kentucky Council on Higher .
Education for consideration in January. .. ... ©.
. 'Bobby R, Bartley, a 1958 graduate of Bowling
Green Business University, was swomn in as a re--
‘gent during the meeting fo succeed Denny Wedge,
Bartley has been general manager of Homer Bart. .
ley Lumber Co. in Glasgow since 1960, S fama277

.......
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‘By REBECCA MORRIS ;
i Dau'yNews Staff Writer -

% A vote on Western XX, “Western -
‘Kenmcky University’s controversaal £
' strategxc ‘planning process for the .’}
again bcen )

next

_ entmy has
l delayed 3

Western’ s Board of Regents voted '

Friday to give President Dr. Thomas

Meredith until Nov, 30 to review the - E

document with the muversxty s ad- -
. ministrative council.

board that as important as this
~document is and as anxious as

- everyone as to move on to the next

¢ step, I think we need to take more

“time to allow me to take the vice -

“presidents and the deans and go over
the whole “document,” "Meredith .
' said. “That would aiso give the
;.community outside the university a
"chance to teflect on'what they want
Western to be in the 21st century."’

2In Septembcr the release of a'

_draft of a portion of Westem XX1.,

.that evaluated and ranked the uni-’

.versity’s  academic programs
“resulted in complamts from faculty

»i}and studejlts when several programs,
: mcludmg advertising, public rela-
tions and dental hygiene, were rec-
ommended for :cv1ew and poss1ble
de-emphasis. .

After two campus hea.nngs on thc
draft proposal, its steering commit-
tee made several revisions to the
document. The regents approved an
extension of the time limit for writ-
ten comments, setting Friday as the
date the proposal would be voted on.

The steering committee has rec-

ommended, however, that all jour-

nalism, professional communica- -

tions, health and leisure/hospitality -

courses be reviewed to determnine
where they fit in Westcm § strategic
plan. -
The Western XXI process also
came under fire from * faculty
members who thought the process
was moving too fast. Regents’
chairman Joe Iracane said the pro-
cess needs to be completed before
the board looks at Westem § next
budget.

*“Western XXT is a vision of the
university’s future, but it is also a

Wesi’er_n XXI

BOBBY BARTLEY . |
. New Westenregent -~ .. =
“I'dlike to recommend to the"" LU R

mechanism that I as a board member |
could look .to to make recom-
mendauons on the budget,”” he said.

* In other action, the board:
‘. —APPROVED a proposal for

“Westem to offer a doctoral degree in

educahon

! The proposal must be approved
by ‘the Council of Higher Education.
~The University of Kentucky and the

- University of Louisville are the only

public universities in the state whose
charters currently allow them to of-
fer doctoral degrees.

“There will have to be a legal
opinion - issued "fo determine - if
Western undes the ciirrent nules can
offer the degree,”” Meredith said. *‘I -
feel very positive that we will be |
allowed to do s0." .

Meredith doesn't believe UK and -
U of L will contest the proposal
when it comes before the CHE'in -
January.

—SWORE IN new regent Bobby
.Bartley of Glasgow. - .
. ~BLECTED Joe Iracane of
Owensboro -and Patsy Judd of
Burkesville as chairman and vice

chairman for acadermc year 1990- |

91
'—EIECTEI) Frcd Trav:s of
Glasgow and Wendell Strode of
Bowling Green to the Executlve
Committee.
i —APPOINTED Dr. Paul Cook as
treasurer,
patliamentarian, and Liz Esters as
board secretary,
—-AUTHDRIZED issuing 33
million in bonds for improvements
to the university's residence halls.
Western  received $3  million in
low-interest federal loans for the
pro_]ect Meredzth smd -

iy

S e

Franklin Berry as -
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By/GYNTHIA CROSSLEY
Staff Writer ol
o e TN R e
""BOWLING GREEN, 'Ky. — In the 21st
century, when people think of Western

i

Kentucky University, planners- hope some’

things will spring to mind: :

An undergraduate recombinant-genetics
program. A graduate folk-studies program,
Psychology. Biology. Leadership in educa-
tionreform. Students who can write and
speak proficiently.

-~ And oh yes, the already-nationally recog-
nized programs in print journalism, photo-
Jjournalism and public refations.

Al least, that’s what the latest — and
most revised — version of the plan says,
Today, Western’s board of regents will have
a go at 1t, possibly giving the document,
known as “Western 21,” its stamp of ap-
proval, - .

* However, according to regents chairman
Joe Iracane of Owensboro, there have been
some rumblings about wording changes,

cosmetic” changes, and possibly even one
regent who wants to bring the whole pro-
cess to a halt. - , -

That would run counter to the desires of
Western President Thomas Meredith, who

U regents to review =
olan to guide -
smoothly into 21st century

SN s> 70

university

"ago as a way to guide Western into spend-

ing its limited resources more wisely. Mer-

redith has said he would like to have a fin-

ished plan redady when the university begins *

its budgeting process next month.

“Also, the Westérn 21 effort is supposed to™

* mesh with a second, university-wide budget

review now under way for all departments
and support services. When both are fin- .
Jshed, theoretically, Western 21 will help
administrators decide where to place what-
ever extra money is found in ‘the budget
review, s A i

Pt

That is supposed to help guide Meredith j

on deciding what to do about Western’s on-
going controversy about whether “it js
spending dollars wisely on athletics.

Since the spring of 1989, some of West- |

ern’s faculty have called for the university
to cut back athletics spending, while other
faculty members have jumped to the pro-
gram’s defense. The two sides swapped

thick reports analyzing the university's ath-

letic spending during the summer of 1989, -
but Meredith hasn’t issued his own pro: !
nouncement on the matter, . .

If{ow, the latest draft of the Western 21 J

tailed areas within degree programs

proposed the university-wide review a year

docurﬁent has confused some facul-
ty members on what Western will
do about athletics, said Bart White,

~ president of the faculty senate.

A chart lists athletics as one of
Western's 31 *“essential” support
services; other essential services
range: from admissions to the uni-
versity ticket office. A narrative
notes that athletics serve as “'a focal
point ‘for institutional identity and
spirit” for students, alumni, and
“other university supporters.”

But. elsewhere in the document,
athletics are described as a *“drain
on University resources (which)
should be curtailed,”” Here Western
21 suggests Western either find
more outside funding for athletics
or cut some Costs. '

“It’s essentially a contradiction in
terms,” White said.

English professor Jim Flynn, who
has guided the development of the
planning document since its begin-
ning, said the confusing assessment
of athletics entered the document

after a review by Western’s admin- .

istration. Flynn said his steering
committee gave athletics the finan.

Lt ,:. :.‘-ng.' L P B e DI

S  cial drain label and ranked it as

“tertiary” in importance to the uni-
versity,

But the administration changed
athletics to an “essential” service
and added the statements about ath-
letics' role among students and the
larger community, Flynn said.

Meredith was not available to
comment on the matter yesterday,
but Flynn said he didn’t see the two
as necessarily in conflict. Flynn said
he interpreted the document to say
athletics “may be essential to this
university, but we need to get the
drain on resources under control.”

Both drafts list athletics as one of
many subjects for review, That has
prompted one regent, Robert
Chambless Jr. of Munfordville, to
suggest that Western 21 be delayed
until all the reviews can be complet-
ed. Chambless told the WKU stu-
dent newspaper, the College
Heights Herald, in October that he
didn't believe programs and serv-
ices could be ranked if so many
needed reviewing, ' o

Chambless did not return a mes."
“won. Since then, the program’s, .

sage left at his home over the week-
end, i .
* Flynn said there were many de-

el

and services that his committee |
lacked the time or expertise to .
evaluate, : N
“It wasn't, ‘Al right, let's become
instant experts,” ” Flynn said. “Giv-
en the accelerated pace of this pro- .
cess, the most we could do was .
raise a red flag.” , B
Other criticisms "of Western 21
have been its suggestion that the .
student health services be taken .
over by a private company and that !
the public relations degree program
be assigned a low priority. Both of :
those concerns have come from stu-_
dents. : iy
Flynn said the health services
takeover was merely a suggestion,’
again linked with a recommenda-.
tion for review. He said he thought
students misunderstood the docu-,
ment, - . 3
The PR program’s low ranking
prompted about 20 public relations : .
majors to attend an October public .
‘hearing  brandishing two dozen'
plaques and trophies they have;

ranking has changed. * .
- It’s now “essential.” ..
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WKU’s regents
adopt master plan

By RICHARD WILSON, Staff Writer . ...
D 12-13-24

BOWLING GREEN, Ky. — It may be only a semantic distinc-
tion, but at Western Kentucky University, athletics are essential,
not just desirabie.

However, Hilltopper athletics almost got downgraded to being
only desirable yesterday when the school’s board of regents
adopted a master plan to guide the university into the 2lIst cen- -
tury. The plan, called “Western 21,” is to be used by the school's
administration in planning how to spend limited resources in the
years ahead.

Several changes in the document, including the one pertaining
to athletics, were defeated before the board adopted it 9-1 after
nearly two hours of discussion. ‘

Robert Chambless Jr,, a Munfordville banker, was the only
regent to oppose the plan. He said that it was being rushed and
that it merited more study before final action was taken.

The 30-page plan contains much lofty language on Western’s
goals and purposes. But the portion that has caused friction on
the campus — and most of yesterday’s discussion — categorizes |
the school’s academic programs according to whether they are

SeeWKU
Page4 col. 1, this section

>




WKU regents adopt plan
to set long-term priorities

A¥-[3-70
Contmued from PageC1 . .

prominent, essential, desirable or
non+essential, Numerous faculty
- members and students have con-
tended the labels are too subjective
and may lead to the phasing out of
SOme programs.

_'Iihe dispute over the de31gnat10n
qf “athletics came when faculty re-
gent Eugene Evans questioned the

isdom of calling intercollegiate

orts an essential support service,

en though he acknowledged that

ost regents thought they deserved
%uch a designation,

| Evans acknowledged that athlet-
ips may be essential for varsity play-
drs. But he said he doubted that
gports are anything but entertain-
thent for most students.
gndmg for mtercolleglate ath-
s, has been an issue at WKU
Jdice the spring of 1989, when some
taculty called for cuts while others

ed to the progrant's defense.
‘%ﬂe ‘appreciate the paragraph (else-
te in the plan) saying that ‘the
n on university resources in this
a‘ 'should be curtailed,’” Evans
v When he finally asked that

' étics be demoted from the “es-
sgh;xal" category to the “desirable”
anieg: he told the regents he was

dking the move "“‘with no expecta-

tmrgof success.” His effort lost on a

3 vote.,

ns also provoked discussion
=I§e plan’s categorizing of aca-
iafiic programs when he ques-

,'riﬂd whether the panel that devel-
ped the- categories had thoroughly
comsidered the future need for some
Iiipkrams He also said some pro-
gt:gms had been dropped a level
\mhput faculty's having had a
c&anca to contest the decision.
wﬁ‘he regents finally defeated Ev-
an:s» motion to delay categorizing

duate programs in home eco-
%}CS physical education, recrea-
“and sociology until they re-
ceived further review. The pro-
grams were listed in the plan as de-
smﬂﬂe, and he said some of them
pﬂ:baps should get higher classifi-
cafions. He also sought similar ac-
tigin:for a “non-essential” program

lﬂ-achlld development and family liv-

1."a

WHKU President Thomas Meredith
'j:- ~the board that “desirable” did
ot .5nean that a program Is auto-
fatically targeted for termination if
ggources wane, “Emotions have led
e to believe that if they (the pro-
grargs) are only desirable, lthat

That is not our mtentmn," he said.
Some other regents questioned
classifications for other programs,

'But regent Danny Butler of Greens-

burg urged adoption of the docu-
ment yesterday, He said unanimous
agreement could never be reached

. on the programs. Most regents also

acknowledged that they had re-
ceived numerous calls, apparently
from faculty members about the
programs. .

Meredith defused some criticism
of the classifications when he an-
nounced at the beginning of the
meeting, which drew a standing-
room-only crowd to the boardroom,
that the latest revision of the report
incorrectly listed two programs. He
said the undergraduate social-work
program and a graduate program in
geography are essential, instead of
only desirable.

More than a dozen socml work
students attended the meeting. A
number of graduate students in so-
ciology were also there, protesting
their program’s classification as
merely desirable, rather than essen-
tial,

The only other change in the plan
came from a proposal by student re-
gent Michael Colvin. The regents
adopted his proposal, which called,
in part, for a comprehensive final
examination in every course, cover-
ing the whole content of the course.

Meredith said the plan, which has
been in the works for 13 months,
will now enter what he called an
“action” phase — meaning that pro-
cedures will be developed to carry
out the recommendations.

He also said the plan will be re-
viewed every two years and will get
an intensive review every six years.

“It's always difficult to go
through these kinds of processes,
Limited resources force institutions

to do so if (they) are going to gain -

the kind of recognition necessary to
become competitive in today's high-
er-education world,” Meredith said.

He said the plan placed Western’s
future direction *in some pretty
firm putty, but certainly not con-
crete.”

Regent Chairman Joe Iracane
said the plan would help the board
as the school's 1992-94 budget is de-

veloped, He said that the school had
“scrutinized its programs all along” '
and was not top heavy academical-'

" Tracane said the master plan was
iong overdue, -and complimented
Meredith for his courage in under-'
taking it

NP
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Advocates of WKU program waiting

Advocates for a education doctoratg program at Western Kentucky
University are waiting for a response from the state Attomey General’s
Office but have asked Gov, Wallace Wilkinson to look into it.

Board of Regents Chairman Joe Iracane submitted the proposal to
Wilkinson on Monday. Iracane said he asked for the governor’s opinion
about the legality of whether the Council for Higher Education can ap-
prove or disapprove a doctorate program,

In November, the council refused to rule on the proposal because
state law is unclear about whether it has that autherity,
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" By SMT{TAMADANP"

Daily News Staff Wiiter .-
The role of athlcucs in Westcrn Kcn—

tucky University’s future remains in a -
; secondcd the motion and suggcsted anew

- category — highly desirable — bc fonned
S for the athletic program.

precarious balance, despite passage Wed-
nesday of Western XXJ, a gmdelme for
the school in the 21st century,

The document is: suppﬂsed to be a
spending guide for ‘Westem under a

“tightened budget, but how much money

and emphasis athletics will get is unclear.

The document describes athletics “asa

drain on University rescurces (whlch)

‘should be curtailed.”
But in a rankmg of services by

priorities — ‘enhanced, ‘essential and
desirable — athletics is listed as essential,

It also says athletics serve as ‘‘a focal ;

point for msmutional 1dent1ty and spmt

At the rcgents mcctmg, Faculty chcnt
Dr. Eugene Evans made a motion to
downgrade the athletic program to
desirable, since only a small percentage
of the student body is involved. :

“1 don't think we should adverﬁse a

n;.—t? ':

_cormng between 'those on the Tégent’s

L R -

bmldan empire.
“Regent Patsy Iudd Of Burkesvllle

“iThe vote ‘ended at: 5-5, v-v1th the sph

athletic committee and those not. Regent

Chairman Joe Iracane from Owensboro

voted against the motion.

The -contradiction about the role of'

athletics appeared after the steermg
committee submitted a draft to universi-

“ty's president and administrative council,
. according to English professor Jim Flynn
who ogversaw the documents dcvelop-
~ment. :*»1The oﬂgmal document listed

athletics " as tertiary 'in importance and

called it a financial drain. .
" The new comments about the unpor-
tance' of athletics fo the community and -
its promotion to the essential category

came from the administration, Flynn said.
Smcc sprmg 1989
O - f! R !J

B

plan that says athletlcs w111 be essenhal "
he said, ““That's translated 1nto ‘Coach,

' summer 1989. ;

, sotfie faculty -

,‘;Supporters and detractors haVe suiy
- mitted reports analyzing the university’s
:need for .the . -athletic. program dunng

‘The remainder of the 30- pagc Westcm

- The plan also ranks academic programs
m four lists — prominent, e3senhal
‘desirable and nonessential.

‘The changes included upgradmg two
programs the undergraduate social work
. major and the graduate geography pro-
- gram, from desirable to essential. ‘

University President Thomas Meredlth
_’said the programs had been downgmdcd

by mistake, -
-+ ““There has been a great deal of

rev1smng of past information,”’ he said,

He also added a review process for every
Continued Back Page

Column 4, This Section

-

et iy

XX1 plan was approved 9-1 but not
.’thhout other last-minute changes, '
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.'two years and an extensive study !

every six years to insure oOther .
changes can be made 1f deemed
necessary, :

When the plan is approved it will
place the direction of the university
in “prctty firm puddmg, but not
concrete,” he said. .

- The next phase is to put the plan
into action, he said. - .

-Regent Robert Chambless Jr. of
Munfordville, who cast the lone
vote against the plan, said, **I think
a vote today is too quick and a
disservice to the umversny and aIl ,
of our constituents.”’ -

He asked that students and faculty
crowded in the back of the regent’s
room be aliowcd to offer their opi-
njons. ...

‘A group calhng lhemsclves 5
ABSSOP, All Endangered Students ‘
Speak Qut for Preservation; handed
out fliers saying *‘Defend your right
to leam, save your department."’

‘I can understand why people are
upset and feel they are not properly
represented  in  the university,”
Chambless said. He also wamed that
the plan would fail to control the
reorganization process -or the
budget. ©

However, Ixacane said the plan
was no longer open to public discus-
sion.

Evans voted for the plan but not
without auemptmg to further amend
the document. He
strike several programs from all lists
until further review of their impor-
tance,

He said he didn’t think the plan
was going to work because there
was no basis for discrimination.

“There has been a lot of com-
munication within the last 24 hours,
Some got to the decision makers and
some didn’t. I think everyone should
get that chance," he said.

The motion flaﬂed to pass.

An amendment to Tequire a com-
prehensive firial in all cowses was
suggested by student regent Michael
Colvin and passed in a 9-1 vote.

'made a motion to
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And 50 the debate beging -

publicly, anyway,

estern Kentucky Univers; ’1
Board or Regents on Wedil;ssltti):;;

tore down the notion
: that they g
unlfmn’musly behind the statug oIEatEd
. sc I::Ofl s athleticg programs, - *
act, we now know We tern’
0 regents stand  divided ._ste.mhs
down the middle, e

First, a synops; .
vt yuopsis of Wednesday's
u‘Ogatcullry fegent Bugene Evang i
A uced a motion to have athletics

molec{‘from the “‘essential’’
EOLY to “desimble’’ on the Western
iy report, The report is a docy-
. . 3pproved by the boarg that
Priofitizes Western ' departments jn

[N o a4

begins, and i

Western athletics is at a crucial
point where they can go for a
skyrise condominium or sit on Mom
and Pop’s porch. It’s a clear choice
between the future and the past.

And, at last, the status quo is no
longer acceptable — without, at
least, some debate,

Some vital questions:

— What should Westemn do with
conference affiliation? I’s becom-
ing quite apparent the Sun Belt Con-
ference won't survive the present
state of anarchy in intercollegiate
athletics without a minor miracle,

— What should be done about
athletic spending — not just in terms
of figures, but how the money is
used?

/2 32,

27

. T
3

etics debate

Joe

Medley

| Dcnly News
Sports Editor

b

the school’s Plans for the 21 Cen-

tury. Parg
b ¥ Judd gave 4 second to the

After some debat, i
vate, which j -
¢d  heavy bashing of Welsr:::;i(’ls

1

-— How about the structure of
Western’s athletics department? It’s
clear that too much is expected of
the athjetics director, and the
saturation can lead to dangerous
oversights and insufficient promo-
tions, among other things. The AD
needs some assistant ADs, but how
many and what are their duties?

— Is there a vision for Western

athletics? What is it? What does

Western need to do to get there. and
does the school’s administruiion
have the guts to do it? _

All of this comes at a very inter-
esting time. Jimmy Feix has retired
as athletics director, and the search
for his replacement will begin next
month, C

about athleticg,

s about time

athletics department, the motjon

failed .., not b jori
Y a majori
b_ecause the regents tigd Si}S,.VOte’ but J

u gsltatts becguse 1t opened the door"
o la ’Lho sertous debate, It showsg at |
son that the school taking g |

ous. look at serigyg questions

Debate jg not

Tesults in po o Sen o

some
s members of 4 good-old-hy

ynasty wh
o ty who refuge tlo let go of the

kRN

What will a divided board of
regents be looking for in the next
AD7? I'd sure like to sit in on those
interviews. The candidates may
have more questions than their in-
terviewers,

Not that a divided board is a bad |
thing, '

With the upheaval of schools
jumping conferences like frogs jum-
ping lily pads and pending NCAA
legisiation that will undoubtedly
hurt mid-major schools like
Westem, it’s time to debate,

It’s time for the good-old-boy dy-

nasty to crumble.
Let’s hope it's a bloodless an

fru itfql reyolution. .
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WKU,

relchons Y

By ANGELA GARRE’IT -
Daily News Staff Writer @ xe
Westemm  Kentucky  University
President Thomas Meredith - has
agreed to look into the relationship
between the school and Western
Kentucky University Credit Union
afier questions were raised Thursday
at a Board of Regents meeting. .
Regent Robert Chambless. Jr.

asked Meredith to look into connec-

tions between the school and the
credit union, which are thought to be

separate businesses despite a shared
name.

“I got something in the mail that
said it was printed by Westem,”
Chambless said. *‘It was a lobbying
effort on behalf of the credit union,
and I don't think it’s appropriate
. that our name be on things like
ﬂlat "

Regent Chamna.n Joseph Iracane
said he dislikes that implication,

*T don’t think we want anything
going out with Western’s name on it
that takes a pohucai stance,’’ . he
said.

. It makes it look like Westem is
slobbymg for _a ;private . budiness,
E 0{

Ay

W ﬁstem.

Chambless said,

p'prdbed 'l

"that’s “fine but' not for pnvatc
business,”” Chambless said. ‘I can
see no reason why Western and the

credit umon would bc mtcrtwmed at

alt? . .

Westem docs pnmmg for tho
credit union and handles its payroll,
but the credit union reimburses the

: umvcrsxty, said Paul Cook, execu-
tive vice presuient for academxc af-

fairs, .
A ¢ asked Dr Cook 1f Westcm
would do my printing and my

payroll and he said ‘no’,

Chambless said. ‘‘Then” they

shouldn’ tbedomg the credxtumon $ L.
elthcr I

Meredith said hc needed 1o study
the issue,

*1 didn't know it was going fo
come up,”’ he said, “'If I had, I
would have been prepared. To be
honest, T haven't looked at that since

* - I've been at the university."’

- The regents also approved a
master of arts degree in education
for interdisciplinary early childhood
education, :

“Part ‘of the state  education.

tyeform * alls “'for ‘family '“service
“genters for preschool children,”
» Meredith said..’They'll need people

e wﬁ' i “_i\__»;“j.:’:"@{!:‘,};.).‘h;-é".'r:\"{a Riby s

1y

‘DR, THOMAS MEREDI"I‘H S
Wcstam pres:dam o .

'
§
4
i

tramcd in- feducauon 16 Jrun ;thcse 4
-centers. We wamnt to be on the ;

‘ leadmgcdgeofﬂns "

Meredith also released prehml

‘!

muy enrollment ﬁgurcs for the spr- 5

ing semester,
The figures show 14,135 students
enrolled this spring, compared to

13,390 for the 1990 spring semester,

Meredith said. That includes an in-

crease of 515 full-time students,

“This is the first time spring -

‘enroliment has topped the “14,000

mark. The finaf fall 1990 count was

T
A e aaa .,....l._n st

15 240

o
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WKU may' ‘gef new regent

‘ UMME_R;S? ~ A&7/ school board, and Stephen Catron, anot.hcr )
oy i ' Bowling Green attomney. _
%);ﬂy News ol T oBut gBroderick gaid he has heard

University may be
Western Kentucky U s, the do

yde’ infrnent Tuns out.
~ Wendell Strode’s appointment It ¢ sa
: N red to continue serving
P b ot . but he doesn’t know

getting a new regent after.

! regent,”’ Strode said
i if he will be able to.

l He hasn’t heard anyt
¢ Wallace Wilkinson's 0

’ t his chances o
doesn’t know wha oot will b6

“Pm sure he
ther people who

+“That’s. a decision
making,”’ Strode  said.
(Wilkinson) has many 0
have a [ '
there are several choice:
Pe%%o possibilities
Broderick, ' a Bowlin,

£

-~

‘Regent

When Strode’s term ends April 8,
“it doesn’t necessarily create a
vacancy,”” Alexander said, ‘‘People
serve until they're repiaced.”

A new appointment could be an-
nounced at any time, he said.

Wilkinson has never given an
opinion on what he thinks of
Strode’s job as regent, Alexander
said. :

*“The board there has functioned
well, and the governor has a good,
strong rejationship with Western,”
he said. “*Over the governor’s term,
we've worked closely with the uni-
versity,”’ '

Strode, 42, is the last regent on
Western’s board that hasn’t been
appointed or reappointed by Wilkin-
son, said Fred Hensley, university
relations director at Western,

Strode, senior vice president of
Trans Financial Bank, was ap-
pointed Dec. 7, 1987, by then Gov.
Martha Layne Collins. He was
sworn in Jan, 7, 1988.

Strode said the two biggest ac-

hing from Gov,
ffice, and he gaid he

ess for Western, 80
fonen s. There are several

e who could do an outstanding job.”’

g Green attomey

Wilkinson tried to appoint 1o the state

pinted regent.

is Steve Catrgn,’
Catron said,

position.”’

are. Catron sai

" No decisio

1 think

until we're

complishments he’s been part of has
been the selection of Dr. Thomas

Meredith as president and develop-

ment of Western XX1, a plan for the
school’s future.
. Strode and the other regents are
meeting today to hear information
about the budget for next’ year,
Hensley said. About a year ago
Meredith appointed a committee to
study the various departmental
budgets following the guidelines set
down in Western XXI.

One part of the budget that has
been under fire has been the money

spent on- athletics,. Western X1

originally classified athletic in the
desirable category — - prograrns
Western desires to offer as long as
resources permit. . ‘

That classification was changed to
essential — programs essential to
WEKU. Each program in this catego-
ry should be directed to strive for
excellence.”’

Western’s Faculty Senate recently
passed the first reading of a resolu-

“nothing whatsoever’’

1 he name I've heard mentioﬁ |
I e " he gaid, IS nOLME. 7
Jt would be extremcly

flattering  to even
d he and his wife, Dr. Deborah

atron; estern graduates. o
s areWn has %)een made about ap-
ointing a new regens, : Doug
%lexan%ier, Wilkinson's press secretary:. -x
%1 don't kmow W

3 (11 er
Alexander said, “‘1 gen 10
o ready to announce someone.

include David Continued Back Page
Column 4, This Section

about being ap: . .

be mentioned for the

ent, according to D_c’n_l_gr

hat his plans are,”
ally don’t know

tion that athletics be dropped back
.to the desirable category, and the
group also released an annual report
critical of the amount of money
gxt}ﬂetics spent versus what they took
in

But- Strode does not agree that
athletics should be pushed to the
back of the line, '

“I think a major, comprchensive
university like Western Kentucky
University should have a high-
quality athletic program,’” he said,
*Also, I would say then that there
are ways that our university and
athletic programs can be more fi-
nancially prudent.’’

Strode said he thinks the money
problems with athletics have been
*‘misrepresented, or misundersiood,
maybe that’s the word,”’

- “If we budget X dollars for cer-
tain areas, whether it be a certain
department or athletics in general, if
we are living within that budget,
then we need to be satisfied with
that I think,”’ he said,




Regents
approve
tenures |

By JASON SUMMERS 57 {4 -7 ¢
Daily News Staff Writer :

The Western Kentucky University |
Board of Regents on Monday ap- i
proved recommendations for gran-
ting tenure and, with some argo-
ment, passed recommendations for
other personnel chgnges. '

Of the 18 people granted tenure,
two each came from the College of
Business : Administration, the Col-
lege of Education and Behavioral
Sciences and Ogden College of
Science, Technology and Heaith.
Three people in the university -
libraries department were tenured-
and nine people from Potter Coliege
of Arts, Humanities and Social
Sciences also received tenure.

The tenure question passed with
little debate, but Regent Robert
Chambless wanted to delay action
on any other personnel changes.

President Thomas Meredith said
the personnel changes have been the
province of the president for years
and the decisions are carried out as
necessary, The board approves them
after the fact in many cases, he said.

“To delay the majority of the ac-
tion ... would be moot,’’ he said.

Chambless wanted to delay the
decisions ‘‘untit we are further
along in the budget process.

““We don’t have money in the
budget yet,”’ he said. ‘‘And I don’t
want to spend money we don't
have.”

Meredith said he hopes to have
the budget to the regents within a
couple of weeks, so they will have
time to study it before the June 12
meeting.

The board asked about progress
on the construction of two dormito-
ries and the student health and ac-
tivities center and was told the pro-
jects are slightly behind schedule
because of weather delays and
problems moving more rock from
the ground than was projected
would be there.

“It's always a pleasant surprise
when you go underground in Bowl-
ing Green,”’ Meredith said.

One of the two dorms is supposed
to be ready for occupancy by the
spring semester but may not be
because of the delay, said Paul
Cook, executive vice president.

‘“We're hoping to have one ready
by January, and that’s going to be
tight,”’ Cook said, ‘‘becanse if it’s
going to be ready for occupancy it
has to be ready by December.”

AR
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Regents decide to end ties

T30

By REBECCA MORRIS
Daily News Staff Writer

Western Kentucky University's
Board of Regents voted Monday to
end all ties later this year between
Western and the WEU Credit
Union. _

Western, which was one of the
credit union’s original 1963
charters, according to the state
Department of Financial Institu-
tions, will terminate its relationship
with the credit union at the close of
business Dec. 31,

The decision to cut. the ties be-
tween the two came from the credit
union’s refusal to restrict its service
base, according fo the resolution
adopted by regents.

“The Board of Regents has un-
dertaken an extensive review of the
relationship between the university
and the credit union in light of its
vastly expanded services and cus-

tomer base,”’ the resolution said. -

“The tm:;versny requested that the

credit union restrict its customer

base to only those directly related to

- the university; however, the credit
union expressed its intention to con-
tinue to .expand its customer base
beyond the university environment
to include persons and groups with
no relationship to the university.”’

The severing means the credit
union office on campus will be clos-
ed. Regents also asked that the
credit union delete Western Ken-
tucky University from its naine.

.The regents’ action will not en-

'danger the credit umon, accordmg to

" Valerie Kmder its president.

“It’s going to give us an opportu-

nity for continued expansion and.
_even greater service to our custom-

ers throughout the region,’” she said.

The credit union now. serves

. Westem students, faculty, staff and
_alumni.

But with the disassociation be-
tween the credit union and school,

. service could be extended to small

businesses throughout the region,
Mrs. Kinder said.

“We’ll be in a posmon now that
smaller companies that want credit

union services could come in,”’ she

said. ““That’s the kind of expansion
we can consider now,

“We're very somry for the in- .

convenience the regents have caused
credit union members by their ac-
tion, but 1 don't think we're going to
lose any of our membershlp,
Kinder said.

The credit union’s large office at
1609 Campbell Lane and automatic
teller machines in Bowling Green

between Wes’rern credit union-

will help make up for the lost office
space at Westemn, she said. :

The credit union’s board of
directors was scheduled to meet at
noon today and would discuss the
situation, Mirs. Kinder said.

The board also was to consider
how to handle the university's fe-
quest that the credit umion change its.
pame, she said.
© ““That was our charted name”
Mrs. Kinder said. ““Our board will
have to choose whether to change
the name.”’



WKU budget

focuses on

salary hikes

By REBECCAMORRIS 7/ - 3, ~?/

Daily News Staff Writer

Faculty and staff at Western Kentucky Univer-
sity will receive the lion’s share of d $6.69 mil-
lion budget increase, but university leaders said
they remain unsatisficd with salary levels.

Eight of Western’s 10 regents.voted Monday
to approve a $109 million operating budget for
fiscal year 1991-92, nearly. a month after the-
fiscal year began July 1. The university has been
operating on an emergency spending plan since
that time to meet payroil,

Tuition for Kentucky residents
will be $720 per semester for under-
graduates, up from $660 last year.

: E_or Kentucky graduate students, tu-
. ition climbed $70, to $790 per

semester.

Non-Kentucky residents will pay
$2,020 per semester to attend
Western as undergraduates, up from
$1,840 a year ago, and $2,230 per
semester as graduate students, up
from $2,020.

Semester rental rates for univer-

The budget was delayed as regents reviewed. “sity housing also increased with an

university spending to see if funds could be
transferred from inefficient or non-essential arcas
to higher-priority ones.

Regents Danny Butler and Robert Chambless
did not cast votes during voting on the budget.

I was not really pleased with all aspects of
the budget,”” Butler said after the meeting. *‘I
didn’t want to vote against it, but I didn’t want to
vote for it either.””

Chambless refused to comment.

About $5.3 million of the budget increase, or
83 percent, will go toward employee compensa-
tion and benefits, Western President Thomas
Meredith said.

The school has been struggling for years to
bring salaries to levels competitive with com-
parable schools, he said,

““We've been making major commitments-to:

salaries, but we're not there yet,”” Meredith said.

Faculty and staff doing acceptable work re-
ceived base-pay raises of 5 percent, Merit raises
of up to 3 percent also will be available, pushing
the increase for those judged as exceptional
employees to a maximum of 8 percent,

The raises are retroactive to July 1.

Barlier this year, Westemn's Faculty Senate
pushed for a 9-percent raise.

While expressing his continued support for
employee raises, Meredith asked regents to limit
his annual raise to 3.5 percent this year. Regents
approved the request.

Meredith’s salary before the increase was
$96,540.

The remainder of the budget increase will go
toward research grants, scholarships, campus im-
provements and realignment of faculty and grad-
uate positions under Western XX, the universi-
ty's long-range plan unveiled last fall.

Regents also approved adopting tuition and
fees set by the state Council on Higher Education
=arlier this year,

air-conditioned dormitory room now

costing $510 per semester, up from
$475 last fall. Rooms not air-condi-
tioned are $495, up from $460 in
1990,

The school anticipates main-
taining enrollment levels at last
fall’s record of more than 15,000
students, Meredith said,

“‘Every data indication we have

. says enrollment should be down,

given the lower numbers of high

. school graduates,” he said. “‘Our

oo

recrijters are doing a fantastic job.”’

estern’s two new regents, Steve
_ Catron and Heather Falmlen, were
""sworn in before the business

" was administered by Kentucky

. Supreme Court Judge Charles

' Reynolds, '

© Catror, a Bowling Green at-

- torney, replaces Wendell Strode on
the board, and Ms. Falmlen, a Win-
chester theatre major, replaces stu-
dent regent Michael Colvin,

. meeting. The oath of office for both .




; BOWI.ING GREEN Ky‘- _
‘month after.its fiscal year bégan, Western"
‘Kentucky. University. yesterday- finally
celved a_$109 million-operating: budget,
.The  budget: spends -$6.69- million- mor
than last ;year’s. Most of: sthat increase =
‘more. than $4.8 million = 15 gomg towar
faculty and staff raises. .1 (.00
Faculty, and staff. members.domg acp;eg
able work received base pay, raises of 5 pers
icent; another 3 percent was to be doled out 1
ias adetlonal merit pay raises. Therefore;
someone doing an excepuonal ioh cquld
‘ceive'ds: much as.an ‘8 percent raise; seveggg

,umversaty ‘administrators'said yesterday.,”

. The “exception was Western Pres:dent
'I‘hqmas ‘Meredith, He told:the- régents:to
limit‘his' pay. increase to’3.5"percent, and.
ithey accepted his request, Meredith’s salary
hefore that raise took; effect.was $96,540. 110

- Westgrn hgs struggied for years:to bring .

faculty and;staff pay up to-a level competi- -
tlve with: other “benchimark!! schools,:#bu
we're nof: there yet;” ‘Meredith said- yéster:
day. Earlier this year, Western’s faculty:: sen
“ate had, pushed for, a 9;percent raise. i
‘Yesterday, . former, faculty, senate chau‘
man Bag White calleq Meredith’s. salarysn
fer .{fan’appropriate . gesture.?, White.; al
said che..believed the facylty.; was. “fairl}
pleased?.:
proposed earlier thrs year and are fo be ret<:
roactive:to - July L. - - sl fi
Current faculty senate ehmrman Arvin }
Vios was traveling yesterday-and could inot”,
be reachéd for, comment. . e i
“iAnother. $1 million of the, $6 £9 mx!hon
additional spending went for items:such as™
new research, grants, new. scholarshxps_j'g_rld
mouey‘for campus.improvemenis, !
+That:left Western with about:$788 000,
spend on: its: well-pubheizedsf‘Westerm 211”;,
planforithe university’s: futuré. The plan,,
unveiladsslast/fall, ‘vanked: the’ unjversity's™

acadex_mc gﬂgupppmprpgrams, acgorqmg

re-;g-

8

with..the rajses, which. Meredithif) j

e .to find any| extra money, Garmon

Western 21 influenced. how money
“for graduate assistantships was as-

- signed, and it influenced.a shuffling . -

of .,so0me.; ‘full-time; . faculty= : sIots
;’}4 mong departments.g $oy .

<§§§\For fexample; -’ Western added
more- graduate aSSlStantShlp money
oLitg> prOgrams in'coal “*chemistry,
education, folk studies, psychology -

‘and ’school admmistratlon all con-
sidered to-be of top importance,’ to- ‘
Western: In refuin, the busmess ﬁnd

commumty :colleges; the'library,
qnd the ‘program -for* cxty and 1¢-
; glonal planmng all lost theu' gradu
; ‘Bte assistantship moriey; ‘and -agsis-
tantshlp fundmg for'other programs

At Jeast “fwe full4 me faqulty slots
\r{ere taken from; the home.econom-
& GOVEr nment, socxolog’y and gom-
r-§ née departments and add--

o cofnmumcatlon and mathemat-
'.departments, Garmon said,

A.long with. Western 21, the; um-
.versity also spent a year reviewing
its" budget to see whether more
-.money : could--be:squeezed " from

some . inefficient or cnon-essential -
" areas -and.-used: for ‘higher-priority
cdtems.: The review was-one-reason

, ‘Westem’s regents were ‘a. month'

Iate in passmg the budget

i
Sl

.qthe.fhlstory. journalism, educa-

Western's
‘more accurately predect their spend-

o1 Cecile; Garmon, . We . ing when budgeting, Garmon said
tor;,of ; budget and ,planmng, said

‘the - review | committe¢ *found ,too
many instances of unantrmpated ex-
penses, she said.

:~That has been a faculty complamt—

about athletics; for which $2.3 mil-
) lion -will_be: allotted : this year —
about 21 percent  more: than last
" year. White has described the facul-
ty complaint|in terms of academic

departments having to. watch-their.

Jpennies “whlle athletics has an un
<Limited cred:tu card.,” ...

‘e’ i§" hiring three: ‘new - assistant
atpletic directors, including one to
‘manage Western’s sports business,
'AThat:assistant will be charged with
- keeping athletics:within its budget.
The “second gssmtant will-'market
" Western’s . football ‘and ibasketball
programs to hoost ticket sales, and

“said, Insteald, it determined’ that
departments. need . to.

However the budget review failed

'I‘o answer that: complamt West- :

-the third wiil coordmate the use of

‘the university’
equ1pment .

" Pau] Cook;. ,executwe vice presr-
‘dent for administrative affairs, said
the money for| the three ‘nhew assis-
tants is coming from an addmonal
" $258,000 from:the NCAA.

-Ina related matter, Regent Danny
But]er of Greensburg: yesferday per-
suaded the regents to rename West-
ern's football field after refired ath-
fetic director Jlmmy Feix. The stadi-
um will continue to be called the
1. T ‘Smith Stadiym.” .

.\\i-- i

f eports facnhhes and




Some students to e’r WKU fuition reduction;
dependents of Fu" hme facuhy,

-9
A Daily News report :
© A tuition’ reduction program ap-

proved this week by Western Ken-

. tucky Umversny s Board of Regents
. .could be - powerful faculty :

recruiting tool, according to univer-
sity President Thomas Meredith,
The program, which takes effect
* this fall,” provides a 50-percent tu-
+ition reduction to the dependent
children of full-time Western faculty
. and staff,
The program will make Western
" more competitive in faculty recruit-
. ment, Meredith said. Many other
universities throughout the state and

nation offer some’ type of tuition re-
duction for employees dependents

'he smd

*Unlvel'SItlBS natqulde have
faculty ‘ shortages, and “fringe
benefits ‘are becoming more nnpor—
tant in-recruiting; he said.

The program also will help attract
students to Westem ,Meredlth smd

““This will “Help us keep somé of

our best and bnghtest students at.

home,’’ he said..

Incoming freshmen and‘cun‘e'nt
undergraduates are ehgxbie for the
program. Students must mamtam a

s‘quf’fehgble ~

2 0 grade pomt average to remain
eligible,

Thosé receiving the reduction also
may be eligible for scholarships and
finascial a1d but the students will
not be allowed to Teceive more
funds than’ attendmg the umversny
costs,

Westem has about 1 600 fuil~t1me
empioyees, said Mike Dale, univer-
sity personnel director. '

““We really don't have any fig-
ures in terms of how many children
will be eligible,”* he said. ‘I guess
we’ll find out at registration,”” .

(N
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‘“There seems to be a lot of misin-
formation comcerning our intent,”’
Evans said early in the meeting.
. ““Last spring, we discovered that the
| university hosting the credit union is
\agamst the law. I conmdered our
vote not dxscrenonary” but man-
| datory.

Westem Presldent 'I’homas

‘wording in Wednesday’s recolutlon
d a lease wouldbe awarded

“T would suspectthatthete mlght
: 7:v1de that. banks’cant,” 'Meredlth

4 source bidding sztuauon, and is that
| legal?” ‘
e To avoid: ﬂle poss‘blhty, Regent
] Stephen Cau'on suggested deferring

. '+ “The'school’s Board ‘of Regentswoted unammously dmmg a speclalA
meehng Wednesday to-allow: thec:edltnmontorenttbecampus space
“imtil a leasels awarded to'a ﬁnancml mstﬂzmon forpmwdmg such ser-
Y Vlccs. r .'-:- e / =
The- approved resolutmn allows the cred:t union: to bld on the on-
. campus space along with other banking businesses: « . -
The resolution -alsd “mandates- requesting ‘that the space in Gan'ett"'
Conferenee ‘Center- tiow: being used: b)c the credit union be put out for -
bid so the facuity and students won’t be w1tho on-campus ﬁnancml
-services.s o -
B (] 1mportant that the serv:ces they are reeemng presently wﬂl not .
‘be lost,”” -said - studént ‘Regent’ Heather Falmlen, who with faculty
~Regent Eugene ] Evans’ requested the meetmg to clarify the board’s posi-
" tion.
. “‘I do realize weé’re Hot going to make everyone happy but Ifeelit’'s
a goqd, legal compromise,’” she said.
Faculty and students have been vocal in their complamts about the
possible loss of the credit union after the board passed a resolution
ordering the financial institution off campus as of Dec. 31. The board’s

stance 18 that if 12 a legal anestion and nof one of narcanal arinian

| - be-services the Qrednmnoncanprof--

b . —

the resolution to the apprepnate
‘comumittee with orders to prepare a
bid package, but Evans. sa:d the resz
olution was eoncepwal and should
avoid legal entanglements. -

A delay through committee m1ght
mean a lapse of on-campus. banhng
ser(\i-lces after Dec. 31, sts Falmlen
sai

Faculty . Senate Chamnan szut
Vos said he is sansﬁed with the ap-,

an 0]1-—

3lr?,vans also said he is sansﬁed.
" with the bodrd’smove and hopes 1t~
~will resolve-some of themproarm— :
- rounding the decision. ™ : -
- #Tm hopmgthat thiis means’ the= ‘
credit union has an excellent chance
of staying Tight where itis,”” he said. &
““A'lot of people don’t undersmnda
what we're-trying o do.. We're justs
trymg to conform with the law.”” £

‘Evans said he doesn’t khow when’

a bid package might be ready, .
though it could be as eary as Oct.

In other busmess, Miss Falmlen
also told the board polls among stu-
dents, facnlty and staff have in--
dicated support..for a four-day-
weekudfallbreak.'l"heldea),stobe;
discussed at the board’s October
meeting.



Health service
future concerns

WKU students

Privatization is one option
of school’s Board of Regents

By ANGELA GARRETT = .- W
DzilyNewsStaﬁWdter - ok L/“ 2/

Concern that the Board of Regents might vote to
privatize ‘Westem Kentacky University’s Student
Health Service could be premature, though it's ‘good.
:that students are taking an interest in the On-campus
service, according to Kevin Charles, director of the -
service, : '

“In Western XXI, the Student Health Service was
categorized as essential and recommended for carefu}
review,” Chailes said Monday to members of the
Residence Hall Association and the Student Health
Advisory Committee. ‘‘One recommendation (of the
review) is privatization. But the real recommendation .
is that it is essential.’* D

Westemn XXI is the univetsity's blueprint of where
it wants to be entering the 21s¢ century, ~

The board will consider privatization as one of sev-
eral options for the service, said Charles, who had
been asked to speak to the two groups about the status
of the service. Others include general fund alloca-
tions, a prepaid health fee, fees for services rendered:
and health insurance. . :

Students have become increasingly concerned
about the possibility that the service will be tumed
aver to a private health service, possibly leading to
increased medical costs for students that could com-
pare to off-campus doctors’ visits. Some of services
offered by health services now are contracted: out to
private businésses, _ .

Office visits at the health clinic are $5. Some Iab
work can be done at a minimal extra cost. =

The advisory . committee is circulating petitions -
among studeénts ‘asking that the health service remain
under university-control and, since Sept. 16, has col-
lected about 1,300 signatures it plans to present to'the
Board of Regents'at its Oct, 31 board meeting,

Residence Hall Association ‘on M passed:.
resolution saying its members are *totally appalled at
the very thought of the privatization"® of the setvice. .-

" board's - finance " co

Monday passed'a.

: les and others will -have -3 meeting with the
s innos. oo nittee ~ before * the - regents
mecting to discuss the options, Charles sdldi o
- "-Chafles-said‘hq ‘is unsure wh}: possible privatiza-
tionis receiving -so -much ‘attention when there are

. severaloptions., ' "t . _
i "-:?‘-’I-»m’i,npkjs dents afe realizing it may depersonalize
care,” hesaid, " i -

. {Advisory  committeg. Chairman Kira Prewitt said
the ‘?'g'tzéh(;gn’étéms.‘lfmmﬁ’studems realizing the im-
Wﬁ%’%ﬁ: t:lrz" 50 set against it because it'is the one

. that would be.the:miost. detrimental,’! she said. ““The
university would be losing control.of it.”"

Charles said- hesuppoits:increasing ithe $12.50
prepaid. health setvice - fee included’ with tuition,
though he. feels .all -options,

ns, mchuding privatization

should be considered by the board,

 Thé health: service came under scrutiny in Western

XXI because it is funded in part by $177,000 from the
hool’s-general fund.

S'C‘Th'e aﬁvisory comumiftee hopes to have at Ieas’t

;3,500 signatures on its petition before the regents

ACH




- Western regents to hear proposals
“on future of student health service

Director of service will address board;
students’ opinions to be a key in decision

[-7-%/
By ANGELA GARRETT
Daily News Staff Writer

Members of Western Kentucky
University’s Board of Regents are
boping Tuesday to learn enough
about the campus’ student health
care service to make an educated
decision about the future of the fa-
cility,

‘1 think this is a fact-finding mis-
sion,”” Regent Bob Banley said.
‘“They're supposed to have infor-
mation on what other schools are
doing.”’

Student Health Services Director
Kevin Charles will address the
board about the options during a
special meeting at 4 pum. in the
Regents Conference Room of
Wetherby Administration Building,

But Regent Stephen Catron said
students’ opinions also will be a key
in the final decision,

““1 haven’t heard from students,”’
Catron said. *‘That’s what I would
like to hear (Tuesday). They’ve
been provided an opportunity to
speak, so I assume we'll hear from
themn."’

Kira Prewitt, chairwoman of the
university's Student Health Adviso-
ry Committee, said she plans to
speak if allowed to and knows of
others students who also hope to be
heard.

““They could not find a private

health service that could duplicate

the cost, service and friendly, caring -

atmophere of our health service,”
Miss Prewitt said. *“The nurses re-
ally care, and many students have
told me that they would not use it
(the health service) if it was
privatized.” ‘

The committee is circulating a
petition asking that the board not
privatize the service. More than
2,000 signatures have been col-
lected,

The health care service came
under scrutiny in Western XXI
because it is funded in part by
$177,000 from the school’s general
fund.

Students have become increas-
ingly concemed about the possibil-
ity that the service will be turmed
over to a private health service,
possibly leading to increased medi-
cal costs for students comparable to
off-campus doctors’ visits, Some of
the services now offered by heaith
services are contracted out to private
businesses,

The regents said the concem isn’t
necessarily undue, even though
there are other less drastic options to
consider.

‘“Their concern -— anybody's
concern — is a healthy issue,”
Bartley said. “‘I'm sure there’ll be

some kind of health care on cam-
pus.'ll

Heather Falmlen, student regent
and Associated Student Government
president, said the response is over-
whelming,

‘““The vast majority of students
have been very vocal about
privatization,” she said, I think
this is going to be a much more
educated group (of students).
They’ve been reading and resear-
ching this.”’

That doesn’t mean students aren’t
open minded about the situation, she
said.

The regents ‘‘are going to have to
present a really good case for
privatization before the students
agree to that,"”’ she said,

Charles in September told the
Residence Hall Association of the
options avaidable for the service —
shortly before it passed a resolution
opposing privatization.

Among those options is a general
fund allocation, a prepaid health fee,
fees for services rendered and health
insurance.

Students now pay a $12.50 fee
along with tuition and $5 for an of-
fice visit to the service.

Charles supports increasing the
$12.50 fee.

The regents will take a tour of the
on-campus health services center
before the 4 p.m. meeting, Regent
Bob Bartley said.

Those wishing to be heard at the
meeting must submit a written re-
quest today.



WKU regents learn ways
to keep center healthy

By ANGELA GARRETT Jo-~ 7
Daily News Staff Writer 7

Westemm Kentucky University’s
Board of Regents on Tuesday was
presented several possible ways to
decrease costs — without cuts in
services — for the Student Health
Services.

““The only thing I can say about
health services nationwide is that
there is no (one) right way,”” Stu-
dent Health Services Director Kevin
Charles told regents during the
meeting.

Instead, regents — many of whom
took a tour of the Student Health
Services’ facilities before the
meeting — were presented with sev-
eral options for operating the ser-
vice, including general fund alloca-
tions, prepaid health fees, fees for
services, malking health service
private and health nsurance or
grants. .

Student Health Services’ funding
has decreased from 100 percent
when it opened in 1968 to about 33
percent the past school year, Charles
said

Additional funding comes from
partial prepaid fees, which were es-
tablished in 1980 and increased a
few years ago, and a minimal charge
for office visits.

Making the health service private
has been under heavy criticism from
students, who fear such a move
could lead to health-care costs to

L L T b ‘_fawc

ival off-campus medical treatment.
““They’re afraid the cost will go
up so much they might as well go to
the outside,”” said Kira Prewitt, Stu-
dent Health Advisory Cormmittee
chairwoman. ‘“They say they can go

‘to Student Health Services and not

feel judged’’ for their health prob-
lems.

Miss Prewitt was the only student
to address the board, to the disap-
pointment of some regents. .

“We were hoping we’d have
more students’ comments,” board
Chairman Joe Iracane said.

When asked if students would
mind an increase in the student
health fee — $12.50 that is tucked
away in the student activities fee in-

cluded with mition ~— Miss Prewitt -

said she didn’t think so.

*“Most students don’t know about
the fee,”” she said. '

More widespread knowledge of
the fee would Jead to increased use
of the facility because students are
more likely to utilize something
they're already paying for, she said.

One option that seemed to gain’

early support, including an en-
dorsement by Charles, is increasing
the prepaid student fee and possibly
eliminating costs for office visits.

Students now pay $5 a visit plus
the cost of amy lab work and
prescriptions.

If the prepaid fee is increased, the
additional cost of Iab work and

— ¥ .

Staff Photo by Tracy Glantz

KEVIN CHARLES (third from right), director of Western Kentucky
University’s Student Health Sesvices, stands beside President Thomas
Meredith (fourth from right) while giving administrators and fegents a
tour on Tuesday of the health center, The four was part of an informa-
tional meeting for the regents, who are considering alternative funding

for the center.

- prescriptions would have to remain-

because some lab tests cost as little
as $6, while others cost as much as
$40, a difference that couldn’t be
covered in one fee, Regent Fred
Travis said.

The prepaid fee, as part of tuition,
is covered by financial aid. The cost
of office visits is not.

Student Regent Heather Falmlen
said she hopes to hear from students
about the possibility of increasing
the prepaid fee.

*“I don’t want to cast a vote for
this and find out later they don’t
supportus,”’ she said.

I P r

Charles considered the meeting a
SuCcess.

‘I heard a lot of people say they
were more informed, which was the
purpose,’” he said.

Iracane agreed that the meeting
was helpful

“It was extremely beneficial to
me,”’ he said. “‘I plead ignorant to
many of the things (said). T under-
stand it more.”’

The board could make a decision
about the Student Health Services as
early as its scheduled Oct. 31
meeting, but a decision at that time
has not been promised, Charles said,

PN



WKU regent chairman releases
‘mission statement’ mapping goals

By CYNTHIA CROSSLEY
Staff Writer

<. ‘_j, (D"‘I'?-‘?/

BOWLING GREEN, Ky, — In re-
sponse to criticism from different
sources, Western Kentucky Univer-
sity regent chairman Joe lracane
unveiled a “mission statement” for
the school yesterday, which he said
is guiding the regents in their deci-
sions.

The nine-page document, written
mostly by Iracane, contains few sur-
prises. For example, a top policy
goal is concenfrating “'the fiscal re-
sources of the university . .. in such
a manner as to improve the quality
of the academic programs.”

Western President Thomas Mer-
edith, who attended the news con-
ference but did not speak, com-
mented on Iracane's statement
afterward: “It would be hard to be
in disagreement”’ with the docu-
menqt.

In an interview afterward, Iracane
explained that some in the universi-
ty community haven't understood
that the regents are following up on
recommendations set out by West-
ern 21, a long-range planning docu-

ment that assigned priorities to aca-
demic and support programs. A uni-
versity-wide budget review accom-
panied Western 21.

Some of those recommendations
urged the regents to take a closer
look at the university's student-
health services, food services, ath-
letics funding, and development
(fund-raising) efforts. Iracane ap-
pointed a series of committees last
week to study those issues,

So far, the regents’ review of stu-
dent-health services — with an eye
toward possibly turning those serv-
ices over to a private company —
has drawn much student opposition.
Iracane said the regents think the
health services should be self-sup-
porting, something a private com-
pany could guarantee,

However, he said, the regents
held an informational meeting on
the issue last week and learned that
the health services are closer to be-
ing self-supperting than originally
thought. But he still hasn't ruled out
the possibility of a private company
running them, he said,

This week, Iracane was one of
several regents criticized by another

regent, Bobby Bartley of Glasgow,
for being only “interested in sports
and penny-ante stuff.” Bartley did
not attend the news conference, and
could not be reached for comment
yesterday.

Iracane said the regents have
been urging Meredith to streamline
the university's spending and to
save for the inevitable time when
Western’s growth ‘“comes to a
screeching halt.”

Gov. Wallace Wilkinson's an-
nouncement Tuesday of a projected
$155 million shortfall in state rev-
enues highlighted “exactly” what
he was talking about, Iracane said.
Early indications are that Western
may lose up to $2.4 million because
of that shortfall, said Paul Cook,
Waestern’s executive vice president
for administrative affairs. Cook said
that represents about 2 percent of
the school’s $109 million budget.

“T don’t feel we should wait until
there’s knife at our throat,” Iracane
said, The university should be tight-
ening its belt now, he said, so “if
there’s a budget cut we’re ready to
react to it.”




Business leaders want

By DAVID C.L. BAUER
and ANGELA GARRETT

[0~ "7/
Daily News Staff Writers

Growing dissatisfaction with the path Wester .
Kentucky University's Board of Regents is carving .
— & path some speculate is the impetus for Westerm'

President Thomas Meredith interviewing with a
Florida university — has prompted a group of power-
ful business leaders to request a meeting with the

regents, during which Chairman Joe Iracane will be

asked to leave his post,
Twenty-five to 30 business leaders, mostly presi-
dents and chief executive officers of Bowling Green

tions, met Monday to draft a statement to the regents
showing "their support for Meredith, who leaves
Thursday for an interview at the University of Central
Florida in Orlando. _

Meredith is one of 13 finalists for the president’s
post at the school,

Most of those attending the meeting downplayed

the letter, which was being drafted today for distribu-

tion to the regents. A copy of the letter, as well as a
list of meeting participants, was not available.
Some of participants said it was meant to display

‘solidarity for the things Meredith, who has been
Western’s president since August 1988, is doing.

and Warren County businesses and financial institu-

“The group did not take any position on

cane),’’ said Wendell Strode, a senior vice presi-
Ellégt at ’)I‘rans Financial Bank and a former Western -

. ““That’s not in our communication at all, That
e to make. I_t’s a

would be a decision for the l?oard
message’’ of support for Meredith.

Others in attendance alluded to pi%oblems'j'fét the
aniversity but declined to discuss speciiics. - - .
“It‘sz group of people who recognize Western
Kentucky Univessity is a very jmportant part of the

community, whose interests are
dent Meredith, not .scrvcd
members,”’ said David Cole,

Broderick, Minton, Moore & Thornton,

Monday's meeting.

Iracane

tion of anonymity.

“A lot of the focus (of the
meeting) was on the current chair-
man ... and the direction he is taking
with the university,”” the source
said, *“There’s a ot of displeasure
with his representation.”’

When asked whether the group
would use its meeting, requested for
Saturday and coming just days be-
fore the board’s scheduled Oct. 31
regular meeting, to ask that Iracane
cither step down as chairman of the
board or remove himself from the
board, the business leader said: “‘If
you were to print that, it would not
be inaccurate. "’

Iracane, who has been a member
of Western’s board since July 1980

and its chairman since September

" .
R .

1984, could not b reachied for

comment,
Iracane’s secretary said he is out

of the country and will not retum
until Friday, She said he has not .

been in contact with his office or his
wife since he lefta few days ago and
they have no number by which to
reach him, '

Meredith, who was traveling to-
day between Frankfort and Lex-
ington, - also was unavailable for
comtnent,

Dennis Griffin, president of the
Bowling Green-Warren County
Chamber of Commerce, said the
meeting brought out a lot of support
for Meredith.

*“There was a desire to get some

i Colunin 4, This Section

When asked whether the group perceived problems
withi“the Board of Regents, Van Meter Insurance
President Chip Van Meter, who said he was one of
the organizers of Monday's meeting, said: ““We think

.80, Yes.” He declined to elaborate, saying he does
-~ not kmow specifics. ' :

" But reports of disagresments between Iracane and

- Meredith — reporis both deny have any bearing on

* Meredith’s pursuing the UCF post — weighed heavy
best served by Presi- OB the: mm& of those attending the mecting, accgli'-
by individual board ding to'several who attended and spoke on the condi-
for Cole, L. . oo .
ho aﬁom:'%o‘aﬁéhdédf., Continued Back Page

)

‘'of the business leaders together and
see if we all share the same beliefs,”’
Griffin said. ‘*The meeting was for
business leaders to get together and
see how best to express that support,
and one of the things was to let the
Board of Regents know there is

tremendous support for Dr,

‘ Merediﬂ)._’ '

David Broderick, an attorney for
Cole, Broderick, Minton, Moore &

" Thornton, attended Monday’s
" meeting and said the group wants

the board ‘‘to recognize the things
Thomas Meredith has been doing”’
at Western,

‘“The group wants to keep
Thomas Meredith as president and
in Bowling Green,’’ he said,
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By CYNTHIA CROSSLEY
Writer )

SR, 10 - 239/

BOWLING GREEN, Ky. — A
group of Bowling Green area com-
munity leaders wants Western Ken-
tucky University’s regents to meet
Saturday and declare their firm sup-
port for Western President Thomas
Meredith. )

In.a letter that was 'tgj be 1:[1a.ﬂe.chc
last night, the group also says i
want?l.%he regents to ask Meredith
to withdraw his name from consid-
eration as president “of any other
academic institution.” And it re-
minds the regents that “it is not the
role of a Board member to become
involved in the day to day operation
of the University or individual per-
sonnel matiers.” )

If Western's regents decline to
meet and publicly endorse Mer-
edith, the group wants the regents
to elect a new chairman and vice
chairman, according to the letter.

The current regents chairman,

Joe Iracane of Owensboro, and vice
chairman, Patsy Judd of Burkes-.
ville, could not be reached for com- .
ment last night. Ronda Jracane said"
her husband is traveling and she-
wasn’t suve if his plans would allow .
him to be at Western on Saturday. :
Referring to controversies that
have surrounded some other univer- -
sity presidents in Kentucky, letter:
co-author John David Cole said in

Bowling Green leaders |
-want WKU regents
to endorse Meredith

an interview: “We want very, very -

much for Western to avoid becom-

ing embroiled in the controversies:
that have occuxred at Murray, !
Morehead and just recently Ken-:
tucky State University. If Western .
loses a president in three years, it:
has a negative infivence on West-:

ern’s ability to atftract a person of

caliber. (And) if it hurts Western, it .

hurts the entire system of public
higher education in Kentucky.
“If you're an educator deciding

whether to accept a position in Ken-
tucky, you have to ask yourself if
this happened at Morehead and
Murray and Kentucky State, well, is
Western next? Or Uof L? Or UK?”
said Cole, himseif a former chair-
man of Western’s board of regents.
KSU President John Wolfe re-
signed Friday immediately before a
hearing of that school’s board of re-
gents that could have led to his
ouster. Murray’s regents refused to
renew Kala Stroup’s contract in
1990. And Herb Reinhard left More-
head amid controversy in 1986.
The 39 signatures on the letter
read like a “Who’s Who” of part of

‘Western's  service area: Bowling

Green-Warren County Chamber of
Commerce Chairman Bob Aldridge.
Past chamber Chairman Harold
Brantley. Former Western regents
Cole, Wendell Strode, Tom Ember-
ton, of Edmonton, and Steve Thorn-
ton (who was a student regent).
State Reps. Jody Richards and Billy
Ray Smith and state Sen. Nick Ka-
foglis. Warren County Judge-Execu-
tive Basil Griffin, Glasgow City
Council member Sam Lawson.
Bowling Green Mayoral Candidate
Johnny Webb. Joe Medalie, vice
chairman of Union Underwear.
There are dentists, doctors, attor-
neys, bankers, restaurant owners,
insurance executives, a horse breed-
er and a road contractor. Strode and
Cole wrote the letter yesterday after
attending a meeting Monday at the
Bowling  Green-Warren County

Chamber of Commerce office.

Strode labeled it as a “plea to try
to improve the working environ-
ment at the upiversity and try to
foster an environment that encour-
ages Dr. Meredith to stay at West-
£rn as president.”

Both he and Cole said a local
news account that the group wanted
“Iracane out” was incorrect. The
Daily News of Bowling Green
quoted an unnamed “business lead-
er” as saying the group wanted Ira-
cane to either step down as chair-
man or remove himself from the
board. '

The two said the group had avoid-
ed pointing fingers at specific re- -
gents or listing specific problems in
an effort to keep a rift between Mer- -
edith and some of the regents from
widening, :

Meredith could not be reached for
comment last ndght. He is scheduled
fo visit the University of Central |
Florida in Orlando Friday as one of
13 candidates for that schoels j
presidency. Meredith said last week :
it was the first presidential candida-
cy he had agreed to consider since .
be came to Western in August 1988.

Regents Danny Butler, Robert
Chambless, Bobby Bartley, Fred
Travis and student regent Heather :
Falmlen could not be reached for :
comment last night. Faculty regent -
Eugene Evans declined to comment.

Regent Monnie Hankins of Louis- |
ville, reached last night, said only,
“That’s very unusual, an outside en- °
tity asking a board to meet.” )

Resint Stephen Catron, who lives -
in Bowling Green, said he “would
respond very favorably” to the com- -
munity’s request for a regents’ en-
dorsement of Meredith. Catron also |
said he thought it should be “the °
highest priority” of the regents to '
resolve Meredith’s situation since ;
Western is facing other pressing is- -
sues, such as its quest to start a doc- |
toral program in education adminis-
tration.



Keeping Meredith

at Western is aim

By DAVIDCL.BAUER ,, _~-_
Daily News Staff Writer io 23~

A group of Bowling Green and Warren
County business and community leaders is
asking Western Kentucky University’s
Board of Regents to woo President Thomas
Meredith into withdrawing his name from
consideration for a presidential post at an
Orlando, Fla., university. .

Failing that, the group is seeking .a
“‘change (in) the leadership of the Board of
Regents.”’ That leadership includes Chair-
man Joe Iracane of Owensboro, who has
been its chairman since September 1984
and on Western’s board since July 1980.

Spokesmen for the group of 39 business
and community leaders who met Monday
to discuss showing their support for
Meredith said the group is not targeting
Iracane or any other regent for removal,
but some of those who attended Monday’s
meeting maintain that is a goal.

A letter sent to members of the Board of
Regents as a result of that meeting
highlights Meredith’s accomplishments at
Western and urges the board to meet with
the group to discuss the role of the board in
overseeing Western. .

Letter authors Wendell Sirode, a former
regent, and John David Cole, a Bowling
Green attomey, told the Louisville
Courier-Journal a story in Tuesday’s Daily

News about the group wanting Iracane

- ousted either from his chairmanship or

from the board itself was incorrect.

But at least three business leaders main-
tain that was the ultimate intent of the letter
dnd a requested meeting Saturday. Others
alleded to perceived disagreements be-
tween Iracane and Meredith — disagree-
ments that some speculate have caused
Meredith to look closely at a position with
the University of Central Florida, '

One. of the three who spoke Tuesday to

. the Daily News on the condition of ano-

nymity, reiterated today that the Daily
News story *‘was on the mark.”’

Those whose names are on the jetter are.
Bob Aldridge, B.J, Booth, Harold Brantley,

Richard W, Bridges, David Broderick, .

Lloyd Cassady, Jerry Cohron, Mary
Cohron, Cole, Dan Davis, Rick DuBose,
Tom Emberton, Bob Fitch, David Garvin,
Jack Glasser, Basil Griffin, Dennis Griffin,
Nick Kafoglis, Richard H. Kelley, Lester
Key, Sam Lawson, Doug Lester, Peggy
Loafiman, Mike Manship, Cecil Martin,
Jerry Martin, Joe Medalie, John D, Minton
Jr., Jody -Richards, Frank St. Charles,
James Scoft, Frank Moore Jr., George

'Shaw, Billy Ray Smith, Strode, Steve

Continued Back Page
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Meredith

Thormton, Chip VanMeter, Johnny
Webb and David Wiseman.

Many of those contacted Tuesday -

and today did not return cails or de-
clined to openly discuss the
meeting,

“1 think each individual person
has a nght to express their individu-
al opinion,’’ Strode said today. But
this letter was sent ‘“as a group. This.
was a group letter ... a group posi-
tion (and) everybody approved it
prior to being sent.’

The letter, which Strode said was
mailed late Tuesday to each member
of the Board of Regents, cites ac-
complishments by Meredith since he
took over at the helm of Western
three years ago.

*“This letter is written in support
of Western Kentucky University,
and specifically in support of Presi-
dent Thomas Meredith, whose con-
tinued leadership we believe to be in
the best interest of the university.
We are distressed by the thought
that President Meredith may choose
to leave to assume the leadership of
another institution,’’ the letter said
in part.

““The tenure of President
Meredith is one of accomplishment
antd vigion, with strong state and na-
tional relationships. The ac-

-3 3-2/
- complishments during the Meredith

administration include: enrollmént

is the highest in fhe history of

Western; faculty and students con-

“tinue to reach new levels of ex-

cellence; personal leadership that
has established a strong relationship
between the university and com-
munity and regional, state and na-

tional groups; capital construction is:’

the highest in two decades, with cur-
rent projects in planning or con-

gtruction in excess of $38 million;

private funding support for the uni-
versity is at an all-time high,’' it
continued,

The letter asks regents to adopt a
resolution expressing public con-
fidence and support for Meredith
and requesting that he withdraw his
pame from consideration at UCF,

Should the board not adopt such a
resolution, the group requests it
““change the leadership of the Board
of Regents,’” according to the letter,

Strode denied, however, that

.changing the leadership specifically

targeted Chairman Iracane,

““We’re not focusing on any indi-
vidual board member,”’ he said.

Tracane, who is out of the country
until Friday, could not be reached
for comment,

‘“We wanted to show support for

Dr. Meredith and we're asking the
board to do what we think is the
responsible thing,’”’ Strode said.
““We're one group trying to address
another group.’

Meredith, who will visit UCPF’s
campus Friday after being named as
one of 13 finalists for the president’s
post there, could not be reached to-
day for comment.

Regent Fred Travis of Glasgow,

-who had yet to receive his copy of

the letter, said he wants ‘‘to see Tom
Meredith stay."”’

*‘1 sure do. I think he’s good for
the university and for the state of
Kentucky,'” Travis said. ‘I do back
Ttgm Meredith and I do want him to
s y ¥

He declined comment on whether
there is a perception among board
members of problems between any
board members and Meredith,

Other regents contacted today ei-
ther could not be reached for com-
ment or did not return telephone
calls.

Board Secretary Liz Esters said
today that she had no knowledge of
any meeting yet being scheduled for
Saturday. -

The board will meet in regular
session Oct. 31,




; !pectcdtorctuanday. o ‘

"3, The letter- mailed to'! board [

; tnembers asked regents to pubhcly * there

s;low their support for Meredith and .. ¥

+i ask him to withdraw his name from ‘i,
e UCF opening.’ Faﬂmg that,” the . Fitc]

/ijcltter ‘said, the’ group is scekmg a-

withors of the letter to the board, |
* former regents "Wendell Strode;*a . ¥
‘vice' president ".at - Trans - Fmancxalu{
Bank, and J. Dévid Cole, a Bowling
Green attomey, have said the’ group_-'i
is.not targeting any- specific- mdnud '
uals on the Board of Regents.! =%+
' Many of those who attended tho
meeting © Monday, - " however, ! pn- )
vately . maintajn - the” goal“is™ tq
remove-fracane from the board or
from chairmanship of the board.

Appa::cntly, the reason for sucha
move i3 the perception by some ‘of

-~ '+ which -were=mailed, ‘coples 'Ihesday of a letter sent by business. a
o i Tt :a; publictshow; 0
':-support for: President ‘Thornas: Merech , :

i group s requested Saturday aftemoon meeting.

1" Meredith was scheduled to leave'today for Orlando Fla.,

wuh sthe University:of.Central’ Florida.; :Meredith,
;. being considered for the pms1dent sPpo

+ Some, including ‘some -of: the.39.

~,board; have: said they thinkithere s the pcrccpuon of tension bétween
*" Meredith and s5ome of the inembers of the Board of Regents. =0
" #v Meredith'and board Chairman Joe Imcaue, ‘wha has been targeted
" some as the source of the.tension, have denied that]
R Mered.lth’s decision to interviewiwith the 23,500-student university:

:mcctmg Mondajr ‘that spawned: the letter. to" “regents think Iracane’s ¢

' ther leaving the board, on which he has been a member since 1980, or-

Jleavmg the post 2 chaifman, which he has maintained since:1984,

_ ‘the ultimate goal,: accordmg 1o

Iracane’s views on how the univer-
sity'should be run’and Meredith’s |

anybeanngon; | ters. N

Jeas ,_four busmess Iw.dcrs who, at .

; ‘was interfered wi

role’ in: overseemg l.lﬂ.lVCl’Slly mat—'w

Y | have pcrsona]ly thnesscd one
such event,’’- said businessman B.J,
Booth, one of those who signed the”
Ietter. **There have been other inci-
dents, from what I hear, that have
happened. where - President
Meredith’s: authon'ty, 'not ability,
'’ by Iracane. ="

» Others contacted today said they
were not nccessanly aware of the
board or’ any. of its members in-
volving - themselves in “Western’s
day-to-day ' operations but pointed
out that Western having had three
presidents in little more than 10
'years, with Meredith having been
here since mid-1988, is part of th
reason there is a perception - of;
dischord between the board and  past
pres:dents -
*‘I want to be very ca:cful -in . ]
saying that I have no direct knowl-: - early today; none of the regcms ‘had:
edge that the board 'is involving  requested such a meeting be arf:ang—'
itself in the day-to-day operations of .~ ed - through™ board ' secretary - sz :
the university; I hope - mot, that Esters accordmg to Mercdith’
should be the chief administ;ative ‘
duty of the president,” said Bob .
Aldridge, who signed the letter to -

The board will mect in reg ru!arr
.session Oct. 31, :
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_ ,,ByDAV]DCL BAUER

“""and ANGELA G
¥ Daily News Staff Wit
: Westam ‘Kentuc,

. e,en hun and President Thomas

- Meredith and 'said today th speculatlon of such a rift will not prompt
- himto. leave the chairman’s, jpost hie ‘has held for: nearly eight years.

el nominated for the’ chalrmanshlp when the: board meets Thursday to
‘ reorganize its leadershlp, }racag’ said hie- wﬂl pursue’ the posmon

Speculatmn of growing ten

ps-;’prpmpted some business

SLOSWIHE:
pubhc show of support for Meredl,th andur .
VA meetmg rcquested by’ thé group‘for Sanuday wi]l not be held, ac-

b ,tween Iracane, aregent smce 1980 '

bbard ‘Tequesting it adopt a



lracane

cording to board Vice Chairwoman . ‘‘My individual response is that
Patsy. Judd of Burkesville. She said remain hopeful :that the:board will
in a statement issued Thursday that take positive action at'jthe next
there was too short a notice given meeting to show support.. for
and many of the régents will not be  Western and Dr. Meredith,’” he said,
available to meet Saturday. Strode has said the group of 39
‘‘Members of the board appreci- busme_ss and community leaders
ate the interest of the people listed sent the Jetter as a show of support
and the. support these individuals for Meredith and the things hc has
give to Western - Kentucky Univer-:. -accomplished at the university.
sity,”’ Ms Judd satd in thc state=. " - - ’ma_]onty of the business leaders
ment. ; " at the, meeting, ‘however, say they
Iracane saxd. he is trymg to res-, ‘are-pressing for. Iracane’s removal

pond to thoge: who wrote the letter, elth r : from - chairmanship.. of -the
which was maﬂcd late Tuesday to board:or from the board:itself,-ac-: - -

each regent. - ' cording to some who signed the let-.
The letter’ requestcd that, should ter. Those -who; are- pushing for his
the board fail to adopt a public removal think perceived disagree-
statement of support for Meredith, ments. between Iracane and
who joined Western in August 1988, Meredlth Jed. to :Meredith  pursuing
there be a ‘‘change (in} the leaders" 'the;opening atcthe Florida school,-
ship of the Board of Regents.’’ ‘-.f"Ifhe rift . is” nmcldous. There is
Letter co-author Wendell Strode,. none;'" said Iracane, who'was-out of

a vice president for Trans Financial'; the country much of this week and,

Bank and a former regent, said to- unavailable to.\comment.. when
day that the ‘business-leaders have reports abont the lester: surfaced

not been able to discuss, as a group,  Iracane at;ributcs reports. of a rift
the board's response to its request. to comments:made by-regent Bobby
The group plans to meet at 8 a.m. Bartley of Glasgow, who said there

Tuesday at the Bowling - Green- was nit-picking between Meredlth,_;_f
Warren County Chamber of Com- and several board members. Bartley -

merce to discuss what to do next. couldnotbe reached for comment.”

Other business and community In response, a’position paper was

mermbers may attend, he said. . released “/last “week after’ being
A letter was being drafted today drafted by_‘Iracane Ms, Judd and

to ask to speak at the board’s regu- several oth riegents.

larly scheduled meeting Thursday - “‘Weh '

he said. '

yesterday, and they've responded in and
a timely manner,"”” Strode said. “*It’s
acceptable as-long as we have. a
chance to speak as a community at in
the next meeting.”’ ‘
Letter co-author 1, Dav1d Cole,

former regent, said he accepts the mendations «outlmed in  ‘Western
response ‘‘if they say they can’t XXI,

v1ew it as negative,

’ Iracane said. “'I‘here is no personai

_ e ‘paper said regents . 801
Bowling Green attorney..and a are frying t0 follow up on recom- - uni

‘a; long-range document

make a quorum,” and he doosn’t deslgned to. plan_for the future of |
: Western And to assign’priorities to -

.academic and other programs. Some
-of the recommendations to regents
i Westem XXI were to look closely
“at the overall budget of the univer-

sity and such areas as student health

services, athletics fundmg and food

services, : !

“The percept:on of the board bcmg-
entrenched in day-to-day operations-
of the: umversxty, Jracane thinks,
stems from’ when: Kérn, ‘Alexander
was pres1dent and- the. board. asked

for:a review of admlsswns policies:

and-enrollment capping.-

tive as we could, recognizing there

conid be a shortfall_ in-the budget,

which’ has now become -reality,’’

Iracane said, ‘I think- the historic'

situation related to where we are to-+
day was inherited a long time ago "
Iracane, -who .. worked. Jw1th.
Meredith in Owensboro ‘years ago?
when both were teachers there, said}
he:supports the presldcnt and whaﬁ
he: has accomplished. - l
THAs far as supportmg Dr. ;
Meredith, I am supporting him,"’

rift.
“I’ve known him longer than'

Ry

_anyone else and I like to think I had]

a hand'in, gettmg him here,"” Iracane|

‘sald Iy Tdm was nominatcd for a‘

s Don Zacharias and asj

goodpeople’’s - - i
* Iracane.also said anythmg he has|
done regarding the board has come}
through the .board and ot “through,

%

are 10 people on tl'us.
. am ‘attempting to}
the “entire !board : T-thinky

L 4We knew we -were hvmg off a{'
'_‘false sense of- security " financially
and we needed to be as cost-effec-.



It's time board listened |
to words of community -

DN (6 -34-2/

The words of a group of
business and commumty leaders,

sent this week in a letter to "
Western Kentucky Umvermty :
Board of Regents: members.,= S

speak loudly of what should b
done for Western, for. Presxden
Thomas Meredlth an “thy
community.

for. the pres:ldent’s post-
University of Central

public show of support from the
regents for Meredith; -

It’s the least the board should ‘_‘
" think twice about: job secunty or

do.
Although the ultxmate goal:of

the group of 39 business and.

community leaders, who’ ‘have
requested a meeting Saturday
with the board, is bemg subject
to different mterpretatlons —_

~with some saying the group
wants only a show of backing for -

the president and others saying
the group wants a change in the
board’s composition -  the

message is clear: Keep Meredith ,

here.

‘Meredith, president of the um~
versity since mid-1988, has pro-
ven himself a capable leader and

one who believes strongly in
Western, :Enrollment at ° the}}_.
school is the highest in hlst_ory'

and there are strong relatlonslups ,‘

growing among Western i-and

“leadets. - throughout the com-
Jmumty, regionand state, i
In addition, growth in terms of
‘phiysical - facilities -continues - to_‘"_
‘build, as does pnvate flmdaﬂg v
! ut ‘theré’s ' more ; at'- stake .
-~ Western is in- danger of:. getting.

stuck ‘with a_perception’as. being "
a umversuy not. worth the time to
- som¢ of- the best-and bnghtest-‘

potentlal draws. Con31der that in

-— little more than -a decade: the.
a’ _school has gone through three

presxdents. R

That has to make anyone who |

would think of -corhting. on board

satisfaction here,. "
The regents now say they wxll

not be able to schedule the-

meeting requested by the g;roup
of 39.
The meeting, however, should

take place, if not Saturday, soon.

And, should that not occur, the

board should look at its own
composmon”and decide whether

it is one formed in an interest for
the 1 umversxty or for an interest in
self-promotlon

If it'is indeed. the latter,

¥

& change in the board TR

sone: speculate, it's time to make .

The board should adopt a A
public statement of support for.
Meredith. .

FnghY

TR




Iracane says he supports Meredith

_ OWENSBORO Ky. — The chairman of Western Kentucky’s re- - :
gents says’ he supports President Thomas Meredlth and doesn’t :

want him to leave the university. -
" “He has my total support,” Chamnan Joe Iracane Sald after
returning from a trip abroad. “I don’t know what more to say on

the issue.”

A letter containing 39 signatures of prominent busmessmen and -

civic leaders-and three former WKU regents; urged Meredith to
withdraw from consideration for the presidency at the University
of Central Florida in Orlando in exchange for a public endorse
‘ment from the regents,

Regarding reports of a rift between Meredlth and some regents '

Iracane said: “It stems from'a’story that Bobby Bartley, a member
of our board, indicated that there was nitpicking going: on be-
tween several members of our. board and Dr Meredlth Legm-
mately there is no nitpicking.” :- ..

Iracane released a 10-page: paper Iast week outimmg the re-

gents’- position regarding Western’s future. He said it was pre-

pared by him, regent Vice Chairman Patsy Judd and several oth- -

ers, -
“We had a press conference and I gave h1m a posmon state-

ment of the board,” Iracane said, “I don’t think it’s nitpicking, and

neither does Tom.”

Iracane said he and Meredith may have dlfferences of opmion
on approaches to things, “but as far as I'm concerned, he's the
adxmmstrator. He must make the recommendations.” = -~

_ S jo-A6—2s




next WKU moves
-1 ByDAVIDCL, BAUERY
af Dﬂﬂy News Staff Writer - - 8"?(

. Business “and “comm
leaders will unjty

- day at the Bowling Green- “War- :
ren County Champ\cr of Com—'__;,
meice on State ‘Streét'{o discuss.
their . next .move in gettmg '

Western Kentucky University's

Board of Regents to express its

support for President Thomas
- Meredith,

A group of 39 met last week -

and wrote to the board, re-

questing a meeting with regents
and the adoption of a -public-

show of support-for” ‘Meredith,
who is one of ‘12 candidates for

the president’s post at“the Uni-
versity of Central -Florida in- *

. Orlando.

The group’s letter also asked:
that rtegents request Meredith”

withdraw his name from. con-

sideration for the Florida pom-_

tion.

group seeks a change in'the
leadership of Western's board,

Board Vice Chairman Patsy

Judd of Burkesville on Thursday
issued a statement in which she

Leaders fo plan * -

Faxlmg that, the }etter sa1d, the.

4

.“?

meet at:§, a.m, Tues- “_ S

said theboard could not sched-
“‘ule the.méeting, which had been
“requested for Saturday, because
“of the short notice given and

prior commitments;on ‘the parts

.. of-‘some regents, ’I'he letter was™ -
- mailed late ’I’uesday, according

to co-author Wetidell Strode;

Board Chairman Joe Tracane"

said today that he has contacted

- some of those who signed the
letter. He said he is not.sure he.

was_able to change any minds
aboutthe situation but under-

- stands’; their ‘position and’ was "
-able" to relay his’ vmws on* the

matter, .

» The. board meet& fI‘hursday to

.‘elecu ‘officers for* the “coming

year, and business leaders are
requesting to be able to address
the board during that | meetmg. .

Other.” busmess -and . com-.

munity leaders are welcome at

" Tuesday’s meeting, Strode said.

Mezedith returned  Saturday

‘ftom Orlando, where he went

through an initial mterview Pri-
day. He was not in his office to-
day and could not be reached for
comment.

o



By STAN REAGAN -
‘Duily News Staff Writer | 0732/

Representatives of a community group trying
to keep Western Kentucky University President
Thomas Meredith from leaving the school have
asked to speak ‘to the Board of Regents on
Thursday, and members said they want to make
their remarks before the board elects new of-
ficers at that meeting. .

About 60 prominent people, mostly from
Bowling Green’s business and professional
community, met today at the Bowling Green-
Warren County Chamber of Commerce to

prepare for the regents’ regula.tly scheduled-

‘monthly meeting,

,“A.few of us talked Friddy and decided o .
put our Board of Regents on’ notice,’? “said "t
“Wendell Strode, -a former Westem regent ‘and- '

senior vice president of Trans Financial Bank.
Strode, who moderated today’s gathering,
said a letter was sent to Merednh’s ofﬁcc on

Monday asking that two members of the group
be allowed to address the regents at their
meeting, which begins at 12:30 p.m. at the
school’s Agriculture Exposition Center. = -
No one’'at today’s meeting mentioned board
Chairman Joe¢ Iracane, buf stat€ Rep. Billy Ray

" Smith of Bcwlmg ‘Green stressed the néed for

the group’s representatives to speak before the
regents hold their annual election of officers.
Tracane said “he is interested iIn remaining
chaimlan.

“*Are they going to hear our questions before

or after they have their election?”” Smith said.
“Ithmkttmtlscntxcal.” '
- Somé ‘members of the group have  said

Meredith decided to interview for the presmen- '

cy- of “the University of Central' Florida ‘in"~
Oranido Jast week because friction between he

“and ‘Jracane -was" ' interfering with Mered:th s
N abi]ny pttuntheumversny :

Tracane and Meredith have denied th

BANK PRESIDENTS Frank St. Charlcs (left) and George Shaw talk
today at a meeting of business and community leaders.

Suaﬁ-‘ aff Photo by Stan Reagan

Leaders ask to speak with Western's regents

tions of interference, and Iracane said from his
Owensboro office that Meredith was coming

there today to talk to him.

The request to speak to the board, which was
requn'ed to be addressed to Meredith, is a pro-
cedural step for someone wanting to speak at a
regents meeting, Strode said.

““Specifically, the sense of the group is that it
is in the best interest of Western Kentucky Uni-
versity that you continue as president and that
you withdraw your name from consideration by
other schools,”” the letter says. ““It is our firm
belief that institutional stablhty is necessary,
and your leadersmp and vision are necessary
for the continued growth of the university.”’

* The lone signature on the letter was that of

* William B. “*Chip”’* Van Meter pres1dent of '

“"Van Meter Insurance, -
The letter follows a previous letter sent Oct.
Continued Back Page
- Colunmm 4, This Section
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22 to the Board of Regents. That
letter was sigred by 39 Bowling
Green business leaders.

It asked the regents to author a
resolution in support of Meredith
and to *‘change the leadership of the
Board of Regents should lhcy fail to
adopt this resolution,”’

That letter also asked for a special
meeting of the regents, but board
Vice Chairwoman Patsy Judd in-
~ formed the group in a letter two

days later that the meeting was not
possible on such short notice,

Two members of the community
group were elected today to speak at
Thursday’s regularly scheduled

meeting of the regents. They will be:

limited to five minutes each,

3. David Cole will represent the

group 2s a- former regent and chajs:
man of the board. . The Bowling-
Green Warren County Chamber of
Commerce. will be represented by
eithér Chairman Bob Aldridge or
Chairwoman-elect Peggy Loafman;

Others ‘attending the meeting to-

day included Ray Thomas, Frank St,
Charles, Gwrge Shaw, B.J, Booth,
Gary Dillard, Mike Manship, 5,

David Flanc:s, Pete Mahurin, Joe
-Bill "Campbell, Joe Cook, David
Broderick, David Garvin, Harold -

Brantley, Johnny Webb, Rick :
DuBose and Bowling Green Mayor.

Patsy Sloan,

"The group assembled approved of,
‘ gettmg at least five more people to .
attend the regents meetmg with the '

speakers.

‘' -think we should rent a °

Greyhound bus and be gettirig the

- numbers out,” said Jim Scott, presi- -
“dent of Scotty 'S . Contractmg *TI'm

serious.’

Strode said numbers would show
the regents of community and.

regional support.

Supporters from Glasgow, =

Pranklin, Russeilville, Scottsviile

and Louisville have been in contact
with members of the Bowling Green '

group and af least one, the Glasgow

‘group, has sent a letter to the regents *

seconding actions here, Smith said.

Strode told the group it should
woik to convince Meredith and his -
family fo stay at the university

should a position be offered to him

as president :of the University of

Central Florida,

' ”Let 8 _remember fo express our .

feelings to the- Meredith family as

well,”” Strode said, *'It’s imporfant
- that we let them know we want them |
- to stay as well. It's up to them to .

withdraw from the search.”

" Meredith, who interviewed forthe -
jab: Fnday, is one of 12 finalists for' '

the position.
S SR

(o
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éroup askS'fb'sﬁeak to WKU regents

: BOWLING- GREEN Ky, — Representatwes of a community group
‘ trymg to keep- Western' Kentucky University President Thomas Mer-
_edith from [eaving have asked ‘o’ speak to the school’s Board of Re-
. ‘gents tomorrow,

The group’s members sald they want to make their remarks before
the regents elect new officers at that meeting.

About 60 people, mostly from Bowling Green’s business and profes-
_ sional community, met yesterday at the Bowling Green-Warren Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce to ‘prepare for the regents’ regularly sched-
uled monthly meeting. -
© A letter was sent to Mered:th 's office on Monday asking that.two
members of the group be allowed to address the regents, a group
_ spokesman said,

Some group members have said Meredith dec:ded to 1nterview for
the presidency of the University of ‘Central Florida in Orlando {ast
week because friction between him and WKU board Chairman Joe
Iracane was interfering with his job. Iracane and Meredith have de-

nied the claim. .' C.Jd. /0530_7/




"Daily News Staff Writers

By DAVID CL. BAUER T
and JOE MEDLEY

Jo-2¢-2/

Some business and coinmmuty leaders apparently taking aim against
the leadership of Western Kentucky University’s Board of Regents say
a disagreement at a reception at President Thomas Meredith’s home this
- mderhned pmblems between the prcmdent and the cha:rman of the

Leaders cite WKU recephon incident

‘But Chairman Joe Iracane — while acknowledgmg the incident and

saying mistakes were made in 1ts

dlsagrecments between h]m and
Meredith are not personal.

Meredith retumed Saturday from
Orlando, Fla., following an inter-
view at the University of Central
Florida. He is one of 12 in conten-
tion for the president’s post at the
23, 500~Student university.

A group of 39 business and com-
munity leaders last week had re-
quested a meeting with Western’s
Board of Regents, during which the
group wanted a resolution adopted
showing the board’s public support
for Meredith and asking him to

occurrence — maintains any

withdraw his name from considera-

-tion. That meeting, sought for

Saturday, was not held because of
prior commitments by some regents, ,

and the group hiopes to meet with -

the board this week.

Failing adoption of such a resolu-
tion, the letter said; a change in the
leadership of Westem’s board is in~

order. t

Several members “of the group
said the ultimate goal for many of’
those attending a meeting last week, ~
during which the decision was made
to send the letter, was the removal of

Iracane, who has been on the board
since 1980 and its chairman since
1984, either from the chaimmanship
of the board or from the board itself.

The regents meet Thursday to
name new officers for the coming
year, and Iracane has said he will
pursue the chairmanship if
nominated.

Some have maintained that a
soured relationship between Iracane
and Meredith played. heavily in

Meredith’s decision to explore the

UCF opening.

Meredith and Iracane have main-
tained that is not the case, and
Iracane on Friday said there is'so
personal’ rift between him and’ the
presxdent

Tracane did acknowledge, though,
two public confrontations between

.him and Meredith. He declined to-

“discuss details of one of those ex-
changes or when it occurred, but he
did talk about a July reception for

" new athletics director Lou Marciani

during which Iracane and Meredith

had a disagreément about Western’s

role in the Sun Belt Conference.
Bowling Green businessman B.J.

Booth, who was in attendance at the

* feception and who, also signed the

letter sent to regents, said the ex-

change “‘had to do with the chang-

ing of - the conference in which
Western agreed to participate in.”
“Dr. Meredith had made a com-
mitment on that, and Mr. Iracane
disagreed with him on it — and not
in a respective manner,”” Booth said.
Ken Wallace, a Bowling Green
car dealer and a member of the
Hilltopper Athletic Foundation’s
board of directors, said he saw the
discussion, but it amounted fo littie.
“Joe got up and said a fow things
and Tom said a few things,”
Wallace said. *‘I didn’t think that
much about it.”’
Several others In attendance de-
clined to comment about the inci-

. dent, saying Western needs to

maintain a united and positive
outlook to move beyond this situa-
tion.

Wallace agreed, saying: ‘‘There
are some things going on behind the
scenes right now that T hope will get
all this resolved. I think things are
going to be all right.”’

Itacane said he thinks mistakes
were made in the exchange.

“I think Dr. Meredith made a
mistake that he talked of policy that
had not been addressed by the
‘board, and I think I just should have
kept my mouth shut,”” Iracane said.

He denied, however, it was any
indication of a power struggle be-

- tween the two.

“It was basically on policy,”’
Iracane said. “‘There’s one other

_misunderstanding we had, and that
"was more significant than the first

one. The first one was insignificant
as far as I'm concemed.

““I apologize for that first one,”
he said. ““Maybe I made a mistake at
that time, and I think Dr. Meredith
did, too.”’

He maintains that any disagree-
ments between him and the presi-

“dent are the result of policy and not

personahty and certainly are not
signs of a bad working relationship
between the two.

““The 1ift is ridiculous,” Iracane
has said, ““There is none.”’

Iracane - who worked with
Meredith from August 1963 to May
1969 while both tanght in the
Owensboro school system — said he
strongly supports Meredith, who
could not be reached for comment.
Any perception of disagreements
between the two, Iracane said,
comes from his role as chaimman of
the board and acting in the interests
of all regents.




WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY President Thomas

Meredith (center) talks today with regents Bob Bartley (left)

and Dr. Eugene Evans. The regents toured the Agriculture
Exposition Center before meeting to elect board officers.

"Staff Photo by Tracy Glantz

By ANGELA GARRETT

Daily News Staff Writer [0~ 31 -7/
‘Western Kentucky University President Thomas

Meredith pulled his name today from the lst of

-contenders for the presidency of the Umvemty of

Central Florida in Orlando.
A written statement from Meredith about his

“withdrawal was presented to the media at 12:15
p.m., but a formal announcement was not sched- -

uled until today’s meeting of Western’s Board of

‘Regents. That meeting began at 12:30. p.m. at the
Agticultural Exposition Cénter. ' -

A group of business and commﬁmty Ieadcrs

S Dplanned to ask the board at the meeting to adopt a
ll . statement of support for Meredith and to urge him .

to Teinain at Western.

Meredith said in the written swtement that .

ComImnunity support was the deciding | factor in his
decision to stay at Westemn.

*‘During this time, my family and I have been
honored and humbled by the strong demonstration
of support we have received from the people of
Bowling Green and Warren County, Glasgow, the
faculty, staff and students at Western and from

people across our state,”” Meredith said.

““Because of my love for this university, and
because of the commitment my family and I made
to come to Western and to the commonwealth to
make a difference, I have notified the University
of Central Florida that T am withdrawing oxy name -
from consideration,” he said.

Meredith, who has been pres1dsnt since August

1988 made the announcement just hours before a

UCF committee was to name the five remalmng
ﬁnahsts in the presidential: search,

- Meredith was among; 12 people from 30 appli-
cants invited t6 the university for interviews,. . .
- Meredith and his wife; Susan, visited Orlando-
Iast week and Meredith underwent the first round

. of face-to-face mtemews ‘with school leaders.

. Meredith said.in today s letter that he Liked the
campus and its people. .+ ...

~ The five finalists wﬂl be invited back to the
campus for two-day visits and batteries of inter-
views. Final recommendation for the president’s
post is expected to be made to the school’s Board
of Regents in mid-November.

The announcement that Meredith was exploring
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Meredith withdraws

By ANGELA GARRETT

Daily News Staff Writer [0 ~ 31 -7/
Westemn Kentucky University President Thomas

Meredith pulled his name today from the list of

contenders for the presidency of the Umversny of

Central Florida in Orlando.

A “written statement from Meredith about his

-withdrawal was presented to the media at 12:15 -+
p-n., but a formal ‘announcement was not sched- -

uled until today’s meeting of Western’s Board of

S Regents. That meeting began at 12: 30 pm. atthe
| AgnculmmlExposmonCenter

A group of business and commum:ty lwders
planned to ask the board at the meeting to adopt a

statement of-support for Meredith ami o urge him
~ to r¢main at Westerm, - ‘
Meredith said in the Wntten statement that

community support was the decldmg factor in lns
decision to stay at Western.

*‘During this time, myfamﬂyandlhavebem
honored and humbled by the strong demonstration

of support we have received from the people of

Bowling Green and Warren County, Glasgow, the

- faculty, staff and students at Westemn and from

people across our state,”” Meredith said.

“Because of my love for this university, and
because of the commitment my family and I made
to come to Western and to the commonwealth to
make a difference, I have notified the University

of Central Florida that I am withdrawing my name -

from consideration,”” he said.
Meredith, who has been pre51dem since August

) 1988 made the announcement just hours before a
'UCF committes was to name the five remammg

finalists in the presidential search.

- Meredith was among. 12 pwplc from 30 apph—
cants invited to the nniversity for intérviews.. . .
- Meredith and his wife; Susan, visited Orlando
last week and Meredith underwmt the first round

. of face-to-face intérviews with school leaders.

‘Meredith said in today 5 le.tter that he !xked the
campus and its people..

The five finalists W111 be mv1ted back to the
eampus for two-day visits and batteries of inter-

- views. Final recommendation for the pres:dent s

post is expected to.be made to the school’s Board

s of Regents in mid-November.

the posmon, for which he was nomimated, was met
with disapproval by student, civic and business
groups.

A group of about 39 business and.community
leaders expressed their desire for Meredith to stay
in a letter given last week to Western’s Board of
Regents. The group sought a public statement of
support f for Meredith, backed with a request that lie
Wlthdraw bis name from consideration. Failing
that, the’ group s letter said, regents should con-'~
sider a change in the leadership of the board. -

That leadership includes Joe Iracane, who has
been'its_.ch'airman since 1984 and a member of the
board since 1980. Some of the business leaders in- .
volved in sending the letier said they thought per-

. sonal rifts between Iracane and Meredith were the -

reasons Meredith considered the UCF post. .
" Both ‘have denied the existence of any such

. pioblefias 4nd said any disagreements have' been

over pohcxes and not because of personallxy -

““There -have been manx concems expressed

dunngreocntumespertmmngtoﬂae [
relationship between mernbers of |

The announccmem ﬂaat Merednh was exploring

the Board of Regents and the presi-
dent,”” Meredith said in his state-
ment. *“%t is time for these com-
plaints to be put behind us, and all
of our energies directed toward
making this university an even bet-
ter place for our students to achieve
their educational goals.”




By CYNTHIA CROSSLEY
Staff Wnter )
c. 3. l-t-9/

. BOWLING GREEN, Ky. — Western
Kentucky University President Thomas
‘Meredith announced yesterday that he
- would not seek a post in Florida and
- would stay on at Western, and a few

MEREDITH:

- . minutes Jater the university’s board of
Announcement - regents unan.imously re-elected Joe Ira-

- ‘got-a standing -~ . cane of Owensboro as chairman.
ovanon. . The 170 business -and civic leaders

at Western's L. D. Brown Agricultural

dith’s announcement with a standing
ovation. The same people stayed silent
‘when the regents, without- nominating
Iracane chairman.

ville also won re-election unopposed.”

|, N . k search ‘at the Univemsity of Central
. IRACAMNE: Says - Florida, which he read at the start of
“lwanttobea.
good steward of '
. the university.”

. is timie for these concerns to be put be-
" hind us and all of our energies directed

- who crowded into the régents’ meeting .

g ,E_xposmon Center responded to Mere-. .

others-and without comment, named.
‘Vice Chairman Patsy Judd of Burkes-

7 ..-In.d statement announcing his deci- -
sion to withdraw from'a presidential .

the regents’ meeting, Meredith said, “Tt

Meredlth says he’ll stay at WKU

Won’t seek post
n Flonda board
chief re- elected

toward malnng this unjversity an even
better place for our students to achieve
their educational geals.” -

he returned from a first-round inter-

view in Florida Oct. 26, he reahzed ‘that
251 needed to make a decision ..
fore they miade- their decision down -

there, and before this board meeting. If
I'stayed in it through this next round, it

“would send a message that I wanted to
-~ get away from Western no matter

what, and I didn’t want that message
sent.” Meredith also said he timed his

statement to keep yesterday’s regents
meeting from becoming negative in a_
way “that would damage us later.” =

Iracane also gave a statement after

ke had been re-elect_ed chairman and -

“Afterward, Meredith said that whenr ,hmd us.” o

‘Bowling ‘Green-Warren Coutity Chiam-

“be. berof Comimerce and one of the speak:

_pres1dent1a1 search” had defused the’
'leadershlp of the regents.
- Criti¢s have accused him of “micro- - .

: management” — of inferferihg in the

. He says his critics are misinformed.

after several speakers had told the re-
gents they supported Meredith.

“T can’t tell you I-wasn’t hurt by the
things said about me in the last three -
weeks. 1 would never do anything to -
hurt. Western 'Kentucky. University,”
“Tracane said. “... I'm sorry we were
(misunderstood) as far as what our in-
tentions were or are. I assure you, all
we want as a board is the best for -
‘Western Kentucky University. ... I'm
sorry for this outburst Ihope 1t is be- .

Robert Aldridge, chairman of the"‘
ers, said afterward he thought Mere-
dith’s withdrawal from 'the Florida

growing . controversy over . Iracane’s

day-to-day operation of the university.
“I beheve the ‘time has come, smce B

See WKU'S . "
L Page2 col. 3, th1ssect10n__
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| WKU’s Meredlth won’t seek Flonda post

Continued from Page B 1
e N - /
Dr, Merechth has made a decision to
. stay here, to not exacerbate the is-
sue any further,” said Aldridge, one

.of the 39 Bowling Green-area peo-

ple who sent a letter:to the regents
- last week asking them to. declare
* their firm support for Meredith..

" . But others, such-as forfer regent

- 'Wendel} Strode and state Rep. Billy:

. .Ray Smith, D-Bowling Green, said: -
3 ,‘they thought.the community: would
" “wait--and'{see” ‘if “the probiemsw
“ands

promptmg the' controversy: =~
Meredith’s cotisideratiofi.of: another
“ job'—had beett truly resolved, -
- Smith, who i§-Lt: " Gov. Brereton
- Jones’ ‘'Warren:-County - campaign

chairman, also. noted that Iracane’s-

and Judd’s terms as regents éxpire
in June. He added, “What happens
if the governor does not choose to
reappoint these two people?”:

* About 25 Western ‘stitdents also
“attended - the regents’
many with signs. supporting’ Mer-
edith and askirig him to stay. They
cheered when they learned of his

decision. .
- None of the’ other reg ents mclud-_
ing Bobby Bartley of Gl asgow, were
‘willing to comiment or
"elecnon or the

‘meeting, °

surroundmg h1m Most sald they
were glad Meredith would stay.
Also at yesterday’s meeting, re-
gent Danny Butler of Greensburg
blasted 'Western's. student newspa-

per for publishing a story about ru-
" mofs. that student régent Heather

Falmién had accepted a diamond

‘bracelet from Iracane.

Butler said -the Oct. 24 'College
Heights. Herald story had ‘put Falm-
len “under an_ extreme amount of’

-pressure: and pain.” . ;

“Certainly the studerit wnters and‘

- advisers, must do-a; better job (to-

prevent) letting this type of vicious-
fabrication in print,” he said. .
Herald - editor Tanya: Bnckmg

stood by the story, saying the ru-
mors became news when student

* government officers called a special

closed meeting to discuss them. The
storysaid the- officers feared that if
Falmlen did receive a- glﬂ it mlght
sway ‘her- vote-on Oct. ‘

Falmlen, the association’s presn-
dent, denied getting a bracelet: Ira-
‘cane called the rumor “Utterly ridic-
ulous.” After the ‘meeting, the offi: -
cers released.a statement sayms&
they had “fio. Teason’ té QOu £ the
honesty and’mnqcence of Falmlen
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Iracane refains his post
‘as WKU regents chairman

was nominated.,

nced he withdrew his name from con-
ration for the presidency of the Univer- -
of Central Florida, and Iracane -was re-
ted chairman of the board :

Iracane

focus of attention at. Western and in
the community since Meredith ati-
.nounced his candidacy for the UCF
job in early October,
business and civic, leaders voiced
concem that’ Merechth was looking

how the university should bé run.

Bob Aldridge, chairman of the
Bowling Green-Warren County
Chamber of Commerce, said
Meredith’s announcement should
calm some fears about the board’s

. actions, and the group of business
leaders is willing to be patient,

““I think that whole situation was
diffused by Dr. Meredith’'s an-
nouncement he was going fo stay
on,”” Aldridge said. ‘‘We’ll be inter-
ested to see how that relatiofiship
between the Board of Regents and
the administration continues. I think
we'll have to adopt a wait-and-see
attitude.”’

Despite Iracane’s = uncontested
nomination, regents said the election
results . were not an organized at-

{ tempt to present a united front to the
{ public.

'By ANGELA GARREI'I‘
" Daily News Staff Writer .
" Western Kentucky University | Board of
Regents Chairman Joe Iracane, who ‘Some ‘
people think was the impetus for President’
. Thomas Meredith’s candidacy for another
job, was re-elected 'Thursday as chainman
by acclamation for 1992 after no ohe else -

-J. David Cole, a leader of a group of 39
business .and civic leaders who signed a
. letter ‘requesting that . the board .give a
pubhc show of support for Meredith or
» remove Iracane as: chairman, said today
Bl tha Iracais’s re-eléction was anticlimactic,
StaffPhotobyTracy Glan!z "' Meredith had aniounced earliér in the
regents meeting that he” had withdrawn
from congideration as president of the Uni- -
versity of Central Floridd in Orlando. |
.-+, *The u'nponant thmg for Western is- that .

el

Regional

into the ‘Florida- job: ‘because. of .
disagreements with Irdcane about -

[~ (=97

Butler,

Tom' Meredith stay
Western,”” Cole said. ‘“That is more im-
portant than who 1s chairman of the
board."* ‘
" Regent Danny Butler nominated Iracahe,
after which the remaining nine regents de-
clined to pame someone,
" woman Patsy Judd also was fe-clected by
acclamation after a nomination from

as pxesxdent of

Vice Chair-

- Meredith’s announcement received a
‘ tandmg ovation from a crowd of more
than 150 people . who gathered, at the
“meeting to show support for Meredith. Thie
" crowd. remained quiet during the board
elections.

Meredith and Iracane have been the

. Continued Back Pige
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T didn’t know how thmgs would
happén,”* Iracane said..*‘I certainly
didn"t solicit votes, They fell where
they fell and, naun*ally, I was pleas~

w "

Wendell. Strode, a forimer regent

:and an organizer of the commmuty

gioup, said he cannot accept. the
results of the mecting at face value, -

““At this point, I think the ap-
propriate thmg to say is all. groups
are speaking in terms of unity in
terms of moving Western Kentucky
University forward,” he said. *‘I, as
one member of the Bowling Green
community, will be willing to accept
that but also be cautiously observing
that that is actually taking place.”’

Regent Steve Catron said
speculation of an organized attempt
to keep Iracane as chairman is un-
founded.

*I cannot speak for the -other
regents, but I had not planned to
nominate anyone going in,’’ he said,
‘K it was (an organized plan), I
certainly did not know anything
about it: As a board, obllecuvely,

that issue was not &scussed "o

Catron and other regents said they

"hope Meredith’s _decision to stay

will allow the board to proceed wi
léading the university into the
futyre,

- Meredith also said he hopes thé‘
furorwilldie. =

““I remain optimistic that we’ll bg,
able to move ahead,’’ he said. n

He declined comment about
Iracane’s re-election, saying that, as-
university prcsxdcnt he does not inx
volve himself iri the elections. . ¢

Lo
" Meredith, who interviewed for thé
UCF job a week, ago, told that
school’s officials on Wednesday
that he was withdrawing from the
race. UCF's Board of Regents was
to meet Thursday to narrow its list
to five or six candidates who wiil be
asked back for formal, two—day in-

* terviews.

“] -decided after we were there
last Friday that I needed to make a
decision by today (Thursday)'’ to be

- fair to UCF and to iry to diffuse the,

situation h’ere' ‘Me’redith satd,

. —Daily NeWs Staff Writer Stan
Reagan contributed to this story.




WKU regents
order audit

of payments to
Meredith’s Wlfe

By CYNTHIACROSSLEY
Stafantéx;'J‘ (1 3 ?/

" BOWLING GREEN, . Ky. — Saying there

. was a need “to eliminate the clouds on the -

umvers1ty,” board -of regents Vice Chair-

‘man Patsy Judd yesterday asked that West-.

. ern Kentucky University’s outside auditors
review an-internal audit of some university

payments ‘to the wife. of President Thomas - -

Metedith and money sed: for repairs-and
improvemeénts on the Merediths’ -home:

proval of a plan to handle a state funding cut

of nearly '$2:36 million. Western covered . -

two-thirds of that loss by using most of last
year’s operating surplus and some reserve

© funds,; plus unantlcxpated income supplied

by enroﬂment increases over three seémes-
ters.: -
Less than $128,000 will come from ‘the
university’s académic and other depart-
ments; specific cuis by departments haven’t
been determined yet.

In making her audif request — which was
approved 6-4 — Judd, a Burkesville newspa-
per publisher, said the internal audit, done
in October, made alléegations ‘of “improper
actions and some irregular activities.” She
asked for a special committee of regents to
be established to set the review’s scope, and
she excluded Meredith from any role.

In an interview after the meeting, Judd
said she didn’t know how much such a study
would cost, and she declined to comment on
why she wanted Meredith excluded. When

asked if she thought Meredith had a

* -conflict of interest in the matter, she
The request followed the regents’ 8-2 ap-’

said, “I really don't think I should
‘ycomment on that at all.”

- The internal audit said Susan
Meredith - was receiving a $2,000
monthly entertainment allowance —

a practice that began before- the "

Merediths arrived — and that some
_'xmprovements to the house, which
is owned by the College Heights
Foundatmn, may have been i improp-
~erly paid for by the university in-
8 stead of by the foundation.
|~ Casting the dissenting votes on
| the' audit were Bobby Bartley and
Freddm “Travis, both of Glasgow

Stephen Catron of Bowling Green

" and Monnie Hankins of Louisville.

‘Catron, a Bowling Green attor-

‘néy, disputed Judd’s interpretation

of the report. “There are some ac-
counting differences, but I don’t
know that there’s a cloud over the
institution,” Catron said.
Catron then tried to get the re-
gents to accept two amendments to
Judd’s request. One called for a re-
view of the-entire university’s ac-
counting practices and procedures;
it was defeated 7-3. The second un-
successful amendment included
Meredith in the review process. It
called for him to instruct the audi-
tors as directed by the board, and
for him to receive a copy of any re-
port stemming from the review.
Bartley and Travis urged Judd to
hand the matter over to the estab-
lished finance committee, which is
chaired by Catron and whose mem-

bers are Bartley, Travis, Judd an
regent Danny Butler of Greensburg

“It needs to be done as a regule
process, not a special process,
Bartley said, “If not, it’s gomg t
cost a bundle.”

For his part, Meredith told the re
gents that he was “concerned abou
the tone” of Judd’s request.

“We've said there are probler
areas that need to be looked at,
Meredith said. “T did not perceiv
the breadth you have expressed. ..
You have a finance committee a
ready in place, but that’s your dec:
sion, Mr. Chairman.” -

Meredith said he had ordered i
mediate changes in light of the ac
dit, including halting the monthi
payments to his wife. The mone
now will be placed in an account t:
pay for entertainment expense
Meredith incurs.



Western
budget
plan OK'd

By ANGELA GARRE
Daily News Staff Writer
Western Kentucky University’s

Board of Regents will hire an out-:
b

side firm to audit portions of the
university’s accounts, including an

account for entertainment expenses
incurred at President Thomas

Meredith’s house.,

Vice Chairwoman Patsy Judd of
Burkesville made a motion to hire a
firm during a special meeting Mon-
day to discuss a $2.4 million cut to
the university’s budget. The budget
plan, which called for $127,000 to
be cut from operational budgets,
was approved with two regents —
‘Robert Chambless™ Jr.” of Munford- "

ville and Danny Butler of
. tion did not include Meredith, a
, decision she stood by, saying that to

Greensburg — dissenting.
Mrs. Judd thinks the andit is nec-
essary to make the university ac-

N

countable and because resulis of an -
internal audit of the president’s of- -

fice were leaked to the media in
November.,

““We must minimize our liabili-
ty,"’ Mrs. Judd said, adding that the
results of the internal audit’ left a
cloud over the board and the univer- —
sity. _

Meredith said in November that
he ordered an end to a monthly
$2,000 entertainment allowance
being paid to his wife, Susan, as
soon as the internal audit showed
that a better way could be found to
handle the his entertainment ex-
penses,

‘“We've said previously that there
are ways of doing things and areas

that need to be looked into,'” -
Meredith told the board. “‘I’'m more .
concerned about the tone (of the

motion} than the details.”

The internal audit showed prob-
lems with accounting methodology,
but said there were no mappropnate
expenditures found.

Regent Steve Catron of Bowling *.

Green tried to pass two amendments
to the motion to specifically include

ocutlvo ofﬁcer of the university,”
Catron "said. **I do not think the

majority of the board mtcndcd to

leave him out of the process.’
Metedith said he saw no reason
for the results of such an-audit not to
come back to him as the head of the
university, a statement with which
Chairman Joe Iracane agreed.

. *‘He'll definitely be involved in
it,”” Iracane said. ‘‘There's no in-
tention to keep him out, nothing
secretive about ‘it, ‘The way I

. percowo it is very. similar to what

.we've been doing with other com-
‘mittees.- Thé results of these ques-
* tions will come back to the full
\ board” and Meredith. '

The wording of Mrs. Judd’s mo-

include him in the process would
take authority away from the com-
mittee thdt will be formed to handle
the audit process.

“I worded it the way I did
. because I believe it's the board’s re-
sPons1b1hty."_ she said, ¢‘I think we
need to get the audit and, as far as

__._——“

my cho:ce of words go, 1 stick with

‘my choice.”

‘Food ‘Services and the Physical
Plant also nught undergo audits as

- part of Mrs. Judd’s plan, and other

-

Meredith in the process, but his.

amendments were defeated.
‘'My feeling is.that the president
should have specifically been in-

serted Into the motion and into the .

process because he is the chief ex-

board members are free to suggest

areas they want to look at, she said,
Iracane said he is looking into the

cost of the limited audit and will

work on appointing a committee
after the cost is determined.

\~-] ;
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4 regents to review WKU payments

" BOWLING GREEN, Ky. — Fotr!Western ‘Kéntucky! Umverslty
regents have been’ named, by Chairman Joe Iracine to:a‘commiit:"

© - tee to haridle tlie review of some. ‘university paymerits. to.the’ wife

of President Thomas Meredith and for repairs and improvements
to Meredith's home, . -
‘The committes members: are Patsy Judd Robert Chambless,
Monnie ‘Hankins ‘and Freddie: Travia. Iracane #aid -he made his’
‘choices based solely: on’thelr-length -of  setvice .as: regents ‘The .
group will-meet with- internal. au tpr rren Irons “withm the
next two days,” Tréicane- sai;_i . ;

© Baird,-Kurtz: & Dobson,
ready under contract {o do’
the review, thus keeping th _cdst‘
Besides the-Meredith. palyments ACKTIE, §
will cover other: univers ty accounts;
been audited.” - -’

Iracane also.sald: Meredith ‘will-be.involy
review, despite indicationa to'the contrary Monda, iys meeting. of

the regents, “He'll get the. infonnatidn ¥: 15 éfget it” Iraeane gaild

yesterday c_ \} 1)- -7 '?/

\-a unﬁ
:audits, I-handle:"

belleva Kaven’

i al-~ '

inftum; Tracane said, -
Th aw: probably,_; &

in-the: committee's .

i
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4 WKU reéenis |
on audit pcmel

_ ADmly Nowsmi)% §
.. Westemn- . Kentucky: :
Board of Regents '

Iracane has appomted four regcntsw

‘to serve on a. committee that
oversee an audit of the’ presidsm’

office, including. entertainsiient  ex-.

penses at the university president s
houge. -

Patsy Judd, Robert Chambless,.-
Monnie. Hankins “and- Fred" Travis

have been named to the committee
based, on time scrved on the board
- Iracane said. - 0

““They were chosep.'for their lon- .'

gevity and service to the board,!

Tracarie said. *‘1 ‘went, s;rglg'ht dpwn'
the line, It ‘doesn’t’ T moatter “who
serves on the commﬁw,‘aﬂ §bllities

being the same.

Regent Danny Butlcr was i lme'

to serve on the committes, but js un-

able fo becausé of confhcts of intar- .

est with his busmess, Iracagie said,

Mrs “Judd - madc ‘8 motion P
questmg the ‘audit " at:" 8 | qpecial:

regents’ meeting Monday'

The audit, which will be done by-

the Bowling Green: /accountmg firm

_of Ban'd, Kurtz and Dobson, is to*

review a recent internal ‘audit ‘of the
pres1dent’s office and othet a;oﬁs of

the ~ umversuy “that* have - not’

undergone auditsin reqent years. "

Tracane -said work on' the audit'

wﬂl begm immedlatefy

University President Thomas-
- Meredith will se¢ results of the audit -
as soon  as tl;ey are availab!e, _
Iracane said. Some regents express— '

ed concern Monday that Mrs; Judd’s

" motion might- exclude him from the '

PIOCesS. | . f.o L o




Business leaders remain uneasy about Western

By ANGELA GARRETT i —

Daily News Staff Writer P A~ AR D/
Former Western Kentucky University Regent Wendell

Strode, spokesman for 2 group of business leaders who in

October expressed concern about perceived. conflicts. be-

tween regents and Western President Thomas Meredith,
said today there still is a great deal of concern about those’ ©* felt a responsibility to check it out, and the intemal audit- -

ronght to light some things that need to.be Jooked at.”

conflicts.and that th
. what steps to take. = 0. 0 B e
The business leaders apparently are concerned about the
“call-Monday for an audit of some university accounts-—=in-
clnding monthly entertainment-&xpenges:paid
Meredith’s wife, Susam.. - T

But large money losses in some Western Kentucky Uni-

versity departments ~— losses that first raised questions by

up piobably will meet'soon td'see ~

directly: 1o,

counts, according to Regent Patsy Judd, who said those
- who think the audit is purely over expenses being paid
Susan Meredith are off-base.
‘“What prompted the internal audit were people on cam-
pus expressing concerns about things they suspected might
‘not be exactly as they should,”” Mrs. Judd said. ““The board’

She declined to say who brouglit the questions to the
‘board’s-attention and what those questions are specifically. !

Among the things bidught t6 lightin’ fhe
were monthly $2,000 paymients to Mrs.

those payments in late October after the internal audit

Board Chairman Joe Iracane said regents were aware that

- the payments were being made, but were unaware that they

were going directly to Mrs. Meredith as an employee of the
university. :
~ Mirs. Yudd called for and received the board’s approval of

_a motion to have an external audit on Monday, during a
.. special tegents meeting to discuss 2 32.4 million cut to the

iversity’s budget.
“The entertainment payments rose 1o the forefront of the

~ issue, despite some board members’ denials that they were

e intemal dudit
) 5. Meredith for enter- .
ainraent expenses at the president’s house. Meredith balted

the target. - . N
Strode, who wasichairman of the board’s Finance Com-
mittee when the entertainzment payments were increased

from $1,000 to $2,000 monthly, said the board was aware

on-campus-administrators and'not the Board of Regents —  showed a better way ‘could be found to distribute the Continied Back Page
is at the heart of a call for an audit of some university ac-~  money. . - <.+ Column 1, This Section
--ﬁ_‘_m———“—‘——. -
the esi P - . ) 73_% -
esfem gy e since Dero st an grepy .
of - cade ago, office a de. the J “pt 10 blame anyone
the payments at that 1 Fo 0SSes, but an atterny, yone for
Regent Steve Ca;ogme'h the besrr Retgt‘nt Ronnie Clark g4 them from continugy, " Pt o prevent
onda » W0 tried Dot onl ce .
speciﬁcai 1o have Meredith Payments, byt hov?: tl;]n % about the We don’t want to pogj
Process Szl_dmduded In the apgy made. ‘ €Y Were being 8 anyone,” she said. LFomt 2 finger
Pendituzos crei‘h%day that the ex Whether the cheey - lto ﬁnd out why we’re hae_Jllst want
ment accoyny w;;;d f the entertaiy ;gjgugd;r Tom, I d0n>tvg‘:‘)wmf§n 0sses.” ving these
notim ) . 13 W,” &
at the Proper an , Aadmng that . Mrs, Judd i
Payment had been mage tg res];n?tﬁmm placed og ::I NeY had o to the cange o‘;’ichl:}iism D vinate as
Ut Mzs, Fudd said 4 Would rather wair vo o SAYig she

the latest ayds



Wilkinson says regents
are ‘harassing’ Meredith
by seeking second audit

By CYNTHIA CROSSLEY
Staff Writ
; a ﬁ‘g-\‘. )},Cg?/

BOWLING GREEN, Ky. — Gov. Wallace
Wilkinson told reporters yesterday that he

believes Western Kentucky . University.

President Thomas Meredith is being “ha-
rassed” by some Western regents.

“1 think Tom Meredith is a wonderful
unjversity president, and it’s unfortunate, in
my view, based on what I know about it,
that some of the frustees al Western Ken-
tucky University continue to harass him” by
asking for a review of an internal audit of

_presidential accounts, said Wilkinson, in
Bowling Green for a last round of local an-
nouncements,

In an interview later, Regent Patsy Judd
of Burkesville, who sought the review, de-
nied that she was trying to harass Meredith
and said of Wilkinson, “It’s unfortunate he
has that perception.”

© Iudd, the vice chairman of the board of
regents, pushed Monday for a second, out-
side audit of some university payments
made to Meredith's wife, Susan, and for re-
pairs and improvements to the president’s
official residence.

Judd said she was trying to respond to
complaints she had received about the
amount of money spent on the Merediths’
home, which is owned by the university-
related College Heights Foundation, and
other financial issues.

“We have the responsibility of receiving
and expending funds for the maximum

benefit of every student ? Judd said. “That’s
the reason for this.”

On Monday, Judd said an internal audit
of the payments and other accounis con-
trolled by Meredith had left “clouds over
the university” because it included allega-
tions of “improper actions and some irregu-

lar activities,”

The regents voted 6-4 to conduct the sec-
ond audit, with Regent Stephen Catron of
Bowling Green objecting to Judd's charac-
terization of the internal audit’s findings.

Chairman Joe Iracane of Owensboro on
Tuesday named Judd and fellow Regents
Fred Travis of Glasgow, Robert Chambless
of Munfordville and Monnie Hankins of
Louisville to a committee to handie the sec-
ond audit. Chambless will lead that panel,
which is scheduled to meet Tuesday with
auditors from the Bowling Green firm of
Baird, Kurtz & Dobson to tell them which
accounts to review. -

Several accounts set up for Meredith will
be included, as well as the university's food
services accounts, Judd said. Iracane has
said several times that the food services
lose too much money; yesterday Judd re-
peated that view.

It- remains unclear how much Meredith
will be involved in the review. Iracane said
Tuesday that Meredith would “get informa-
tion as we get information,” but Judd said
last night that she hoped Meredith wouldn’t
involve himself in the review of the presi-
dential accounts “because that could jeop-
ardize its credibility.”

o



Western fight
seems headed
forRound2

By ANGELA GARRETT
Daily News Staff Writer '3 -L-7Fy

The second round in a battle being waged by a group of business
leaders against members of Western Kentucky University’s Board of
Regents — some of whom the leaders accuse of conducting a witch
hunt against President Thomas Meredith ~— apparently is about to
begin.
%’s call Monday by board Vice Chairwoman Patsy Judd for a second
audit of some university accounts — including payments made to
Meredith’s wife, Susan, for entertainment expenses — is not a sign that
the board stands behind Meredith, businessman Frank St, Charles said
today. o

Tge board ‘‘launched an invéstigation, which in my opinion is a
witch hunt,”” St. Charles said. _ .

Mrs. Judd has said the requested audit — which includes a second
look at Meredith’s expense accounts — is targeted, not at the president,

but at cutting university losses. .
But St. Charles and other business leaders said they don’¢ accept that

answer. - .
- ““If they don't think that (Meredith is doing wrong), why are they ex-
cluding him and pointing fingers?’’ St. Charles asked.

The fact that Gov, Wallace Wilkinson —— who on Thursday said the

action by the board constitutes nothing more than harassment of

. Meredith and his family — has involved himself in the sityation speaks
for its seriousness, businessman Bob Aldridge said.

**Other than expressing our. support and continuing to monitor the

activities up there, I don’t know that
there’s anything we can do right
now,’” Aldridge said. ‘“But we hope
we cant have some influence over
future appointments to the board."”
Regent Steve Catron, 2 Bowling
Green attomey, said hé agreed with
Wilkinson's statement and expects a
reaction to the board's actions soon,
“I'm hearing discussion among
some people and fully expect that (a
reaction to the situation) to
transpire,” he said. “*The perception
is that not only businessmen, but
citizens and Western alumni — very
distinguished Westem alumni —

across Kentucky have heard quite

{ enough’ and are going to demand
:’ that something be done.

: The group of several dogzen
s‘busmess leaders, who marshaled
Iforces in October to try to get the
: board to adopt a statement of sup-
port for Meredith — who at the time
-was being considered for a position
4t the University of Central Florida
.~ plans to meet again soon and
decide what course to take, but has
yet to set a meeting date,

The first round of the battle ended
When Meredith announced Oct. 31

that he had withdrawn from the race

“for; the UCF position, a race
. business leaders think Meredith

ieptered because of personal
disagreements with board Chairman
Joe Iracane,

Meredith and Iracane denied that
they had any differences other than
normal . business disagreements.
Iracane and Mrs. Judd were repam-
ed board chairman and vice chair-
woman, respectively, at the Oct, 31
regents mecting affer no other
regents were nominated for the
positions,



Audit felt witch hunt

By ANGELA GARRETT .
Daily News Staff Writer [ 2.~ 10 =7/

Two Western Kentucky University regents labeled
as a witch hunt a meeting today of a committee
overseeing an audit of some miversity accounts — an
audit apparently targeting almost all financial deal-
ings of President Thomas Meredith since he assumed

" the presidency.

The list of audit requirements, which was given to-

. day to representatives of Baird, Kurtz and Dobson,

Certified Public Accountants, includes an itemized
list of university employees hired since Aug. 30,
1988, when Meredith took office; a detailed listing of
where interest eamed on the university’s General
Fund goes and how it's used; a 1isf of hodorariums
and other fees awthorized by Mefedith since August
1988; travel expenses for Meredith and his family
since he took office; and entertainment expenses in-
cuarred by the president.

““That list leaves mo question about it,”’ said
Regent Fred Travis, a member of the Board of
Regent’s audit committee.,

Travis stipulated during the meeting that, where .

some accountings are questionable, it should be in-
cluded in the auditor’s report how long those prac-
tices have been in operation.

“It’s not going to be a witch hunt as far asr Pm

concerned,” he said after the meeting. He also said it
is necessary to include how long these practices have
been in place if it is an accurate picture of accounting
procedures that is being sought.

Regent Steve Catron, who attended the meeting
even though he is not on the committee, agreed that
the audit is aimed at Meredith. He objected, along
with reporters, when Regent Patsy Judd asked that the
comimittee go into closed session to discuss the audit,

rescinded her request.

Mrs. Judd continued to deny after the rheeting that
the audit was aimed at Meredith.

‘“That’s not my conclusion at all,”* she said. **Food
Services is losing money and we need to find out why
and fix that.”’ ' ‘

Food Services was mentioned in the audit request,

as was the Physical Plant, but they too weére mention-
ed in connection-with Meredith. . . - L

The comunittee asked for an iternized Tist of where-

food has been served and if that expense should be
‘charged to another university budget unit. It also re-

quested an itemized- list of hours spent by, Physical

Plant workers making repairs to Meredith
and the cost involved.g . ° th s house

The andit request is the latest in arline of percei
_ ihe i eived .
. disagreements between some members of 5; board -

-~ Travis-also-objected; saying-he way unaware-they— and Meredith. Regent Robert Chambless is heading

had planned to go into closed session and was sure
commitiee member Monnie Hankins also was wn-
aware of that plan. Hankins missed the meeting
because of traffic problems.

The meeting remained open after Mrs. Judd

i the audit committee,

An intemal audit of the president’s office said in

October that som

tionable and a better way could be for
. und to
some accounts in that office, but the audit fcn.ll::?cll1 ilz

o ézlgeicmgs In the way expenditures were made or

¢ accounting practices were ques-



WKU regents-

want audit;

focus clearly.

on president
By CYNTHIA CF@?SLEjY Staff Writer

~{~ 9
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BOWLING GREEN, Ky. — A special board of.

regents committee gave Western Kentucky Uni-
versity's auditing firm a list yesterday of 11
spending areas to investigate and review — and
nearly all of them were expenses incurred by
or for Western President Thomas C. Meredith
and his wife,

“The list prompted Regent Stephen Catron of
Bowlmg Green, who attended the committee’s

‘meeting as a spectator, to accuse some of his

fellow regents of being on a “witch hunt.”

It also renewed anger in Bowling Green and
elsewhere over what civic leaders perceive as
attacks on Meredith. Some community leaders
said yesterday that a group that previously
spoke in support of Meredith plans to meet

again in the next few days to discuss fmng an-,

other salvo at the regents.

Ray Preston of Henderson éald in an mter-'

view yesterday that the regents “seem deter-

mined to nitpick (Meredith) to death'... to run"

off one of the best presidents Western’s ever
had”
Preston, for whom Western’ s $10 mllhon stu-

See WKU REGENTS'

Back page, col. 1, this section




WKU 'regents
order audit
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dent health and activities center willh

be named, called Meredith “the de-
ciding factor” in his 1990 decision
to give the university its single larg-
est donation. (The amount is some-
where between $750,000 and
$850,000; Preston has declined to

allow public release of the actual >

amount.)
Preston said he thought the ongo-

ing controversy might discourage

other possible donors to WKU “be-
cause why would you want to step
in the middle of this?”

Meanwhile, Meredith, in- Frank-
fort attending Gov, Brereton Jones’
inauguration, said that he hadn't re-
ceived any information from the
committee and that he couldn't
comment on specifics.

“I have not had any conversations
with these board members about
any of these items previously,” Mer-
edith said. “It's all being announced
in the press. That's the way I hear
of it.”

Meredith also said, “I welcome
any audit of any expenditures.”

- The regents’ request to the ac-
counting firm of Baird, Kurtz &
Dobson, as handled by Regent Rob-
ert Chambless of Munfordville,
chairman of the special audit com-
mittee, was labeled “Items {o be au-
dited ... covering the period 8-30-
88 to present” — in other words,
during Meredith’s tenure at West-
ern.

But Regent Fred Travis of Glas-
gow, a member of the audit commit-
tee who said he supports Meredith,
objected repeatedly to that limita-
tion. He said many of the practices
being questioned began several ad-
ministrations back and that any re-
view by the auditors should cover
those years. :

The committee asked for:

WA list of employees who had

f‘ -

'been hired by the. umver51ty but not
subsequently .approved by the re-'

gents.

- BA detailed list of “all honorari-
ums, personal-service contracts, sti-
pends, or cther funds paid out by
Western Kentucky University on be-
half of, or at the direction of, Thom-
as C. Meredith.”

B A review of travel expenses in-
curred by Meredith and his wife,
Susan, that were either paid directly
by the university or by reimburse-
ment, and a review of their enter-
tainment expenses incurred either
at their official residence or else-
where off campus.

B A review of spending on the of-
ficial residence, including “home
improvements, repairs, janitorial

services; maintenance, and all other

work” associated with it,

mAn audit of all development
funds received and spent by WKU,

B An audit of Western's Physical
Plant Department, including “a list
of man hours and materials used at
the President’s home, as well as a
dollar value,” to determine whether
some of its expenses should have
been charged to” other university
spending accounts.

" Baird Kuriz.& Dobson pariners
Ron Shrewsbury .and - Spencer
Coates told the committee that an
audit of the physical plant could be
time-consuming  and - expensive,
They said they would-come up with
an estimate before proceeding, -

The committee, referring fre-
quently to a report completed in Oc-
tober by university internal auditor
Warren Irons, also asked the ac-

- counting firm to.  audit “interest

earned on general fund accounts,
and designated- and undesugnated
private contributions, to determine
if these funds have been properly
accounted for and disbursed in ac-
cordance with Board -authorization
and state law.”

This request stems from Irons’
finding that Western had estab-
lished during the 1990-91 fiscal year
an account labeled “Pre51dent s Un-

Thomas C.
Meredith
“| welcome
any audit of , .,
expenditures.”

restricted Account.” It was funded
with some of the interest earned
from money Western had on deposit
in interest-earning accounts. Irons

recommended that the interest be |

recorded as income, then “properly
budgeted and spent.”

Coates and Shrewsbury told. the
committee they could not inferpret
state law, and at best could suggest
that the board seek an attorney gen-
eral’s opinion, if necessary. :

The regents’ request called for a
management letter listing recom-
mendations for correcting any prob-
lems, including “any violations of
(a) contracts, (b) university policies,
{¢) state law, and any other excep-
tions which may not fall in a, b, or
¢, but which should be revsewed by
the board of regents.”

A few hours after the meetmg,
Catron, the Bowling Green regent,
called the financial review “an em-
barrassment to the university and
an embarrassment to the board of
regents.”

-“After sitting through that meet-
ing this morning it is clear to me
there is nothing more and nothing
less than a witch hunt under way,
clearly directed toward Dr. Thomas
C. Meredith,” he said, calling the
extensive financial review an effort
to neutralize Meredith’s support.

But board of regents Vice Chair-
man Patsy Judd of Burkesville, who
asked for the follow-up audit on
Dec. 2, repeated her previous com-
ment that she was pursuing the is-
sue because the regents “are trying
to spend our dollars so the students
get the maximum value from West-
ern.”
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Jones issues statement of faith in Meredith

By ANGELA GARRETT () -(1-%
Daily News Staff Writer /

Gov. Brereton Jones, during his first full day in of-
fice today, issned a statement saying recent events at
Western Kenmcky University should be viewed in a
positive lighit because he has faith in President
Thomas Meredith.

Meanwhile, former Westem Regent Wendell
Strode said today that members of the Board of
Regents told Meredith when he took office in August
1988 what they wanted from him and his family and
that Meredith has done nothing the board didn’t re-
quest. -

Jones and Strode issued the statements after the pe-
rimeters of an audit of some university accounts was
determined Tuesday by a special committee of the
board. The items outlined in the audit request led two
regents to refer to the process as a ““witch hunt’” aim-
ed at Meredith and his family.

‘At this point, I have 100 percent confidence in
Dr. Meredith,”” Jones said.

In a letter Strode said he is mailing today to board

 Strode and Meredith, *

Chairman Joe Iracane, Swode asks Itacane to stop the
audit process and otber bickering with Meredith
because actions taken by Meredith not only were
known about, but approved by Iracane as chairman.

“It appears to me that course of action is to

discredit Dr. Mexedith and his family by nit-pickinig -

the president’s budget to death. ... To use that as a

basis for terminating the employmcnt and employ-

‘ment contract with ‘Dr. Mm'ednhandmthcprocess

destroying the credibility. of this greax msuumon of_ i

higher leamning,” the-lettersaid.; .| i
ments by Jracane that hmtcd ax wrongdomgs between

T hadn’t intendod 10 say whything,”” Strodo ssid,

mittee. *‘I was going to. take my lumps silently”” but
Tuesday’s meeting changed Strode’s mind. .

Problems between the. board and Meredith havc
been in the spotlight since sPequauon began in Oc-
tober that Meredith was. in the rumung for a job w1th

e

- denied that Meredith was the target.

, board mernbers are seeling audits of a..mo,st ege,ryﬁl .
Strode said he wrote the: lctter in response to com- - nmversﬁy ‘account with- w!nch 1y Meredith has . m— :

_volved. "

the University of Central Florida because he was
frustrated with the board’s attempts to run the umvcr—
sity.

Meredith and Iracane denied personal problems -
and Meredith withdtew from the UCF race minutes .
before Iracane was renarhed board chajrman. - i

' Ata Dec. 2 board meeting, Regent Patsy Judd call--,
ed for an audit of some university -accounts, but |

~_But the audit committee meeting showed that some. .|

ot

;ichcnts Stcve Catl:on and Fred Tra

- that’ mceting : that the aucht is nothmg\more' ha
reiterating that ‘he did - nothing that” wasn't i his.
authority as chaimian of the board’s financial com-

“cwitch bunt.””" o
“Strode, sPokesman fora group of busmess 1eaders
who have voiced concern over the siruation, said that
group probably will be meeting next week.
- Meredith, who was in Frankfort on Tuesday for the

;gubematonal inauguration, said he welcomed “any

audit of any expenditures.”’

._"_‘5,’.-_;;'..’ -



“There’'sno
personal gain,
no witch hunt in
any of this.”

Joseph fracane,
‘regents chaiman

WKU regent chairman defends audit

By CYNTHIA CROSSLEY (.. J.

Staff Writer :
[X~{p-2/

OWENSBORO, Ky. — Western Kentucky
University’s board of regents is not out to fire
President Thomas Meredith, board Chairman
Joseph Iracane said yesterday.

They're not even particularly upset that
money was going to Meredith’s wife, Susan,

' for entertaining, Iracane said. In fact, Susan

Meredith’s entertainment budget is some-
thing Iracane wants to reinstate.

The real issue for Iracane, and for regents
such as Patsy Judd and Robert Chambless, is
whether Western is spending money as effi-
ciently as it can.

Iracane and the others thmk the answer is:-

Probably not.

Iracane said the controversy now swxrhng
around WEU began with Western 21, the uni-
versity's evaluation last year of all its pro-
grams and spending, and grew with the dis-
covery of some confusing and some unpubli-
cized financial decisions. .

Tuesday, a special -board of regents com-

Iracane says board not
out to fire Meredith

mittee gave WKU’s auditing firm a list of 11
spending areas to investigate and review,
neatly all of which were expenses incurred
by Meredith and his wife.

Iracane also said that Meredith’s predeces-
sor, Kemn Alexander, raised concerns before
he left in 1988.

Alexander questioned the bottom lines of
what Tracane called “auxiliaries” — services
offered by Western such as its bookstore and
its food and health services. The same areas
were questioned again last year during West-
ern 21’s university-wide spending review.

“The auxiliaries must run in the black,”
Iracane said. “If one loses a million and a
half doliars, and stays in the red, for exam-
ple, is that an acceptable financial situation?
NO.”

But it's unclear if the auxiliaries are losing

a lot of money, Iracane said, because their
funds appear to come from and £0 to other
areas,

Faculty and staff members in program
areas designated by Western 21 to be de-em-
phasized and eventually phased out had also
raised questions about university financial
matters, Iracane said. _

“They were putting up a fight about it, and
they were shedding light on some things,”
Iracane said. “Sure, they're heing hurt. So
they ask us, ‘Did you know about this? Did
you know about that?”

The regents began to look into their
claims, said Iracane, but couldn’t find clear
answers. So they asked for an internal audit.

That audit, completed in Qctober, looked
at Meredith’s compensation, payments to
him for travel and entertainment, and pay-
ments on the official residence. That’s when
Susan Meredith’s monthly checks came to
light. .

See IRACANE
Back page, col. 4, this section
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Iracane talks
of regent actmn

Continued from Page One

Iracane, who has {)een chzélleaged
by .two former regents, Ronnie
Clark of Franklin and Wendell
Strode of Bowling Green, for saying
publicly that he didn’t know about
the checks to Susan Meredith, said
yesterday he knew that Western
was paying for the Merediths’ enter-
tainment : expenses; ¢ bt 1 didn’t
know ghecks ‘were issuéd directly to
Mrs.
contragt: faborer for us.’

In ag’,lettep*‘urgmg Traca he to stop
the regent*;from mt— 'c ing the
President’s:’; budget Q " death ’;?

Strodej férmer chairiian’ of the l‘er":

gents’ finance committee, acknowl-
edged that when he set up the pay-.
‘ment. ai*rang_ement to Susan Mer-
edithhe: didn’t clearly understand
‘What 1t-'enta,11ed other than that “it
was to‘be.dene like it was with Dr.
(Donald).’_‘ZaChanas,” a previous

¢4

eredith and that she was a -

uiratqgne said that he ;g

Western presulent ‘

When questioned later’ by faculty
regent Eugene Evans, Strode said -
the entire arrangement Wlth the, "
Merediths was discussed in a'closed
executive session during a: ‘boatd-
meeting. “Lfelt to not discuss this i in.
open session:.was . ‘the preferred

method tp address these: type,P situa-.

tions,” Stfede’ wrote in his lette
Iracane. “If there is any “dirt; it
on the Board and our lack of docu-~
menting the understanding” with
the Merediths.

- In an interview yesterday, Strode!

said he.now regretted :the. decision -

‘not to, fully disclose the: Mefedlths

compenSatlon arrangeritent;}
think it's time to dq | gs out

the'open,” he said. |

5 with
Strqde but thinks he’s: jssF ng the
aln issue, . ol AEL
*What really gumped ouit fr'()m‘the

audit report, said Iracane, was .the

1

discovery.of “the President)s. Unre-.

stricted Account,” a fund’ created
with unbudgeted interest income

culled from other money deposited

in interest-earning accounts,
A spot check by The Courier-

. Journal of financial practices at the
Univérsity of Kentucky, Eastern
~Kentucky University and Murray
State University drew the following
respanse from officials at each of
those schools: All unrestricted inter-
est earnings go into the school's
general fund and are then budgeted
for spending, with the approval of

g “‘the schools’ regents, (None of the

three schools paid the president’s
wife for entertaining.)

Iracane said Western's board is
. concerned about the propriety —
and legality — of the President’s
Unrestricted Account. But Donald
Clapp, vice president for adminis-
tration at UK, said he knew of no
state laws or regulations that would
govern the situation in question, at
least as he understood it.

University finance officials must

- follow “generally accepted account-

ing principles,” Clapp said, and
when they don’t, an audit will usuaI-

Jy-point that out.

Because Western’s regents didn’t
know about the unrestricted ac.
count, said Iracane. and becaus
they can’t find it in the budget, they
began to wonder what else they
didn’t know about, That led them to
seek the second audit, he said.

Nearly all of the questions in the
second audit, discussed on Tuesday
with Western’s outside auditor, the
Bowling Green firm of Baird, Kurtz
& Dobson, dealt with expenses in-
curred by or for Meredith. However,
it also asked the auditors to Iook
into one “auxiliary,” the food serv-
ices budget.

“There’s no personal gam, no
witch hunt in any of this,” said Ira-
cane, who said he hoped the second
audit wouldn't take very long. "“If
it's wrong, let's change it, If we
need to make changes, let’s make
them and move forward.”

E
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By ANGELA GARRETT

Daily News Staff Writer - .
. A.call for the resignations of some

- membess of ‘Western Kentucky Univer-
sity’s Board of Regents is expected to be
. made after a meeting Monday of business .

. Jeadefs ‘concemed -about- ongoing events

ving segeats and Wesiem President

uvnrestricted account that apparently was

LS e

The president’s job is safe, Iracane .

tains was not approyed by the board — is

““This has nothing to do with Dr.
Meredith’s job,”” Iracane said. ““I do not
understand why anyone is considering

(this' a threat. Everyone, including Dr.

Meredith, feels it is necessary. He told me

there is no problem with having an
audit.”

Iracane said the andit looks at the
president’s expenses, but is aimed at cut-
ting losses in fringe areas of the univer-

: . sity, such as Food Services. L

" Ws very difficult with Westem’s
budget the way it is now to measure the
.value to students of budgets m fringe
tha ‘targets mainy of .  areas,” he said. |
finkhoes — including an”

for the univeisity that outlines what areas

need to be emphasizeéd-and de-emphasiz-".
ed, Tracane said.
ot Questions were being raised, not by

regents, but by people in’ Bowling
Green®’ at Westem, he said.

" Accounting practices in Health Ser-

vices made it appear the area was receiv-
ing more university funding than it was
and only an andit of the operation showed

" The questions began during the board’s
afestricted. ac ~creation of Western. XX1,"2 master-plan ..
. brought 1o, zegents’ ;attention .dwring a.

5 i)r'ehmm_ ary'a'n':l_'n“ai;d that Tracane main- -

Health Services receives much Iesd
money than the board thought, Iracane
said. i

Some board members also are con-

cemed about the wnrestricted -account, of -

which Tracane said he and others were
umaware until an intemal audit of the
president’s office showed the account
~ Tracane said dllegations that’the board

bas sought to do away with an entertain--
ment~allowance for ‘the president -are

-wrofig and he hopes to reinstate thit al-
lowance. The $2,000 monthly payment
was halted after the internal andit of the

president’s office showed a better method ;

could be found to distribute the money.
The money had been going to Meredith’s
wife, Susan, under an employment con-
tract with the university.
Former Regent Wendell Strode, who
~ :

was chairman of the board’s Finance
Committee when the allowance that
-had been paid to previous university
presidents was continued for Dr.
Meredith, said the Merediths’ ex-

1 penses were discussed in closed ses-

‘sion with the board and that board

. men_abgirs should have been aware of

“were unaware that it 'was being paid

10 Mrs. Metedith as an emplq
cont T  employment

The group of business leaders
sent a letter '%izggtobcr demanding

?hat'thc board take actions to show
Its support of Meredith after it was
leamed the president was in conten-
tion for a presidential Post at the

- University of Central Florida, - -

BlBinesS : leaders at that . time '
claimed perceived - problems . be-
tween Meredith and the- board were

. J 3
" Members of the group have said
that this au(idf}t, _Whic‘]?'.'they and,
Regents Steve Catron and Fred,
Travis have defined as a witch hunt,’
shows the board does not support
The meeting will be at 3:30 p.m.”
Monday at the Bowling Green-
Warren County Chamber of Com-
merce office. '

-



Busmess leaders weigh

others that will come up at the meeting.”’

By ANGELA GARRETT -/ 3
Daily News Staff Writer 7 /
The spokesman for a group of business leaders
labeling an audit of some Western Kentucky Univer-
sity accounts as a witch hunt said today that the
group, which meets Monday, might consider a

lawsuit against the university's Board of Regents on

the grounds it betrayed the public’s trust,

Other options, group spokesman and former
Regent Wendell Strode said, include asking for the
resignations of some Tegents or asking Gov. Brereton
Jones to intervene and continue his show of support
for President Thomas Meredith by asking for resig-
nations.

““Several of the members of the community that are
concerned about this have expressed some potential
options they think should be discussed,”* Strode said.
“Those include asking for resignations, asking the
governor to continue to show his support ... by him
asking for resignations and, thirdly, reviewing the

potential for a lawsuit against members of the board ..
for the betrayal of public trust, I'm sure there are " :

The audit, meanwhile, is drawing support from

' Western’s Faculty Senate, which Thursday voiced its’

support of an audit of some university accounts — an
audit some peoplé have decried as a witch hunt
against Meredith — saying they’ve been pushing for
such a review for a decade.

**Speaking for the chair, I reinforced to (Faculty

Regent) Gene Evans and the senate that we are in
support of the audit,’” said Robert Otto, senate vice

. chairman, ‘We didn’t have a resolution (supporting

the. audlt), biit we've had studies for the past 10 years
and this is the first time the regents really started

lookmg at univers1ty_ sppnding That s what we have

contmued to ask. "

Senators also said they were pleased to leam tbat a
$2.4 million university budget cut hit athletics harder

than academic areas,

senate has issued for seyeral years athletlcs

suit ogounst regents

ding reports showing what faculty members see: -
one-s:dqd p1cture m favor of athletics. Many .

faculty members are hoping this audit leads to a -

closer look at athletics spending.

Initial findings in a new athletics report, on whicha
senate committee is working, show a 5-1 ratio in the
dollar amount of athletics scholarships and non-
athletic scholarships and about a 5-1 ratio in spending
on athletics travel and faculty travel, Otto said.

The Faculty Senate is an advisory committee and
makes recommendations, but university ad-
ministrators are not obligated to accept those recom-
mendations.

Otto said he did not know how'strong faculty sup-
port for Meredith is and the senate’s support of the
audit is not necessarily a sign of disapproval of the

president because faculty members have sought such.

reviews since before Meredith came to Western in
1988,

The intent of the senate’s comments is to *‘show
support of the regents’ action,”” Otto said. **Not who

they might ta:gct but their gcncral intent of monitor- -

ing spending."’

A senate survey of the faculty showed last spring

.that only about 40 percent of Westem’s faculty
thoyght Meredith was doing an adequate job as presi-

dcnt,_Q_t‘tp, sai¢_ In the survey, spending priorities was

-the top item in a list of 13 items with which the

faculty was digsatistied.

. ‘Regents swho support the -audit, which involves
many accounts controlled by Meredlth have said the
audit is the result of many (Questions being asked by
people’ within the' university and -is an attempt to
identify and solve accounting problems and curtail

losses in some umverslty accounts,

 Otto!said the séniate is ‘taking a wait-and-see ap-
proach to the audit and plans to wait until results are
in before making any final decisions about the situa-
tion." .

A group of business’ leaders who are dissatisfied
with what they see as an attack on Meredith and his
family are meeting at 3:30 p.n. Monday at the
Bowling - Green-Warren County Chamber of Com-
merce office. The group is expected to ask for the
remgnalions of some regents.
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leredith supporters "

want two regents out

M
The resolution singles out board
Chairman Joe Iracane, right, and

Vice Chairman Patsy Judd as
regents who “have and continue
to harass, intimidate and
embarrass Dr. Tom Meredith and

dating” Meredith.

that conflict.”

dorse Meredith,

this great university.” L

s asvais & Mg AT

Gov, Wallace Wilkinson, who told
reporters “it’s unfortunate ... that
some of the trustees at Western

Kentucky University continue fo ha-.

rass” Meredith,
The resolution contends Iracane

and Judd have “unjustly focused on.

President Meredith’s use of privi-
leges” that were also used by his
predecessors, .

Judd pushed the board-bf regénts .
to ask for an outside auditing firm .
to review an internal audit of some

university payments to Meredith’s
wife and money spent on the presi-
dent’s home, which is owned by the
university-related College Heights
Foundation.

Last weel, a special committee of

the board drew up a list of 11 spend-
ing areas to be reviewed, Nearly all
of the expenditures were expenses

incurred by Meredith and his wife, .

Susan.

Former Regent Wendeil Strode
stressed yesterday that the civic and
business leaders did not oppose an
audit but rather the way the regents

.asked for it. '

The resolution said that the re-
gents “have repeatedly used a pub-
lic forum fo air complaints instead
of discreet committees — all intend-
ed to embarrass Dr. Meredith and
discredit him.” . = .

Strode ' said Iracane and Judd
were named because they were on
the board when the discretionary al-

-lowance for. the Merediths was. ap-
groved in 1988 and was increased ta.

2,000 per month in 1989.
-~ “They were the leadership on the
board; they're.still the leadership on

‘the board; -and they have been tak-

ing a leadership role in this audit,”
Strode said. Strode acknowledged,

however, that the minutes of the

board’s meetings don't reflect that
the two regents were aware of the
arrangement.-The entire agreement
with the Merediths was discussed in
a closed session..

Strode, who formed the agree-
ment when he was chairman of the
regents’ finance committee, said
last-week that he now regrets the

- decision not to disclose the arrange-

ment.
Judd, reached at her home in
Burkesville, denied that she is try-

———— g

By KIRSTEN HAUKE}.;,O Staff Writer

BOWLING GREEN, Ky — Supporters of Western
Kentucky University President Thomas Meredith will
ask Gov. Brereton Jones to demand the resignations
of two regents they say are “harassing” and “intimi-

A resolution will be presented to Jones during his
visit to Bowling Green tomorrow, said Roberf Al-
dridge, chairman of the Bowling Green-Warren Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce,

¥e§tex:day, Jones said through his spokesman, Bill
Griffin, “1 am very supportive of President Meredith
but feel it is inappropriate for me to inject myself in

More than 40 business and civic leaders, most from
Bowling Green, met at the Chamber yesterday to dis-
cuss ways to show support for Meredith, Many of the
same people were also involved in sending a letter to
the regents in October asking them to publicly en-

The resolution singles out board Chairman Joe Ira-
cane and Vice Chairman Patsy Judd as regents who
have and continue to harass, intimidate and embag- .
rass Dr. Tom Meredith and this great universify.”
The statement echoes one made Dec. 5 by then-

=17~/

ing to harass Meredith. “No one is
doing that, My reaction to this (the
resolution) is that Kentucky law
says the board of regents are sup-
posed to set policy for the universi-

ty. I believe it is in the best interest

of the university to have an audit.”

Judd added that she had no inten-
tions of resigning. -

-She said that although she knew

of the Merediths’ entertainment
budget, she didn’t know that the
university was- making direct pay-
ments of $2,000 & month to Susan
Meredith.

Iracane, of Owensboro, could not
be reached for comment yesterday,
but he said last week that the re-
gents were not out to fire Meredith,
The regents’ concern, he said then,
was whether Western was spending
money as efficiently as it could,

Aldridge, president of American
National Bank in Bowling Green
and one of the organizers of the
meeting, said the group may consid-
er filing a lawsuit if its appeal to the
governor does not produce results.

Information for this story was also
gathered by staff writer Tom Loftus.
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| Editorials ——
Cool headss, audiit

should preva:/
over WKU furor

ool x -

Cool heads should prevaﬂ
matter involving Western Ken-
tucky University’s budget, which
has focused attention on the
Board of Regents and President
Thomas C. Meredith.

Some of the regents have re-
quested an audit of the universi-
ty’s Physical Plant, Food Ser-
vices and the President’s Office.

The action has raised the ire of

some business and civic leaders :

who believe the call to be more

than a coincidence following, -
Meredith’s withdrawal a short.
time ago from competition for’
the University of Central Florida -

presidency.,

Tension between board
Chairman Joe Iracane and
Meredith was denied by both
men as the cause for Meredith's

brief job search. But the resulting

hullabaloo over what some peo-
ple suspect, again, has caused
friction.

Rumors about large money
losses in some Western Ken-
tucky University departments —
losses that first raised questions
by on-campus administrators and
not the Board of Regents — is at

thc heart of the examination, ac-
cording to Vice Chan'woman
Patsy Judd.

“Those who think the latest
audit is purely over payments of
entertainment expenses to
Meredith’s wife, Susan, are
wrong, Mrs. Judd says. An inter-
nal audit already has put the
Merediths in the clear, and
Meredith welcomes the call for

the new audit,

Perhaps this audit mlght give
the board a better idea of how to
discuss a $2.4 million cut that is
mandated by"the state and affects

.the umvers1ty s budget.

It is important that any ques-
tions about spending be an-
swered, but we hope the findings
of such an audit will not be used
as a weapon by anyone.

It is essential for Western and
those it serves that the furor die
down. Then Western ad-
ministrators and the board can
return to the business of higher
education,

Once the results of the audit
are reviewed, an appropriate
response to the findings can be
determined.
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Staff Photo by Tracy Glantz

BILL REYNOLDS signs a petition today that asks Gov. Brereton Jones
to seck the resignations of Western Kentucky Univemsity’s Board of
Regents President Joe Iracane and Vice Chairwoman Patsy Judd. The
petitions are being circulated by a group of business leaders. v i2~(7 - G/ -




WKU resignations asked

By ANGELA GARREIT )
The Daily News 12~ 7%/

Western Kentocky University Board of
Regents Chairman Joe Iracane said today that
he would consider resigning from the board if
Gov. Brereton Jones requested the resignation,
but Vice Chairwoman Patsy Judd has no plans
to step down, despite a petition being circulated
asking Jones to request the two to leave the
board.

A group of business leaders concemed with
what they see as continued harassment of uni-
versity President Thomas Meredith are cir-
culating the petition today for presenmtion to
Jones on Wednesday during an economic de-
velopment announcement at the Bowling
Green-Warren County Chamber of Commeice
office.

. The decision to circulate copies of the peti-
tion came during a meeting of the group Mon-
day. :

¥‘I would consider it if the governor asked

me to resign,”’ Fracane said today. “‘But I

would be very hurt because it would mean I

wasn’t serving the public’s interest.”

Jones has said in a statement released by his But Iracane and Mrs. Judd denied todax that of 2b1ic trust.

spokesman, Bill Griffin, that he supports
Meredith but does not think it would be ap-
propriate for him to involve himself in the con-
flict.

The petition requests action by Jones, saying
that Iracane and Mrs. Judd “‘have continued to

aunjustly focus on President Meredith’s use of

prmleges and practices that have existed’”
since before Meredith took ofﬁce m August
1988.

Bob Aldridge, a spokesman for the business
leaders and mediator of Monday’s meeting,
said the business leaders chose to specifically
name Jracane and Mrs. Judd because members
of the board broke an agreement made prior to
the Oct. 31 board meeting at which board elec-

tions were held.

Aldridge said members of the group were
approached prior to that meeting and told that if
they objected to Iracane and Mxs. Judd being

re-elected, the results of an internal audit of the

president’s office would be made public.

The leaders agreed to the terms of the deal
becaunse Iracane and Mirs. Judd are up for reap-
pointment in July, Aldridge said.

any such deal was made.

““That is just totally groundless,”” Mrs. Judd
said. “‘I certainly would not be a party to that.
I'm offended by that.””

Aldridge said he was not part of that meeting
and declined to be more specific about which
members of the group were.

Meredith said today that he welcomes the
audit and is Jooking forward to a speedy end to
the debate. He declined further comment.

The business leaders also support the audit,

* but disapprove of the public manner in which it
was handled, Aldridge said during the group’s

meeting, adding that members of the group
provide much support for the university.

““There’s large support for Western, not only |

spiritually, but financially,”” he said, adding
that American National Bank, where he is
president, granted 188 scholarships to Western
students this year. -

Members of the group said the petition is
only the first step. If Jones doesn’t intervene or
if Tracane and Mirs. Judd do not resign, the
business leaders have said they will consider
filing a lawsnit against the board for violation

e T e L



| edith, About 200-people have signed
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Meredith backers vow to pre's_sure WKU regents

By KIRSTEN HAUKEEO
Staff Writeir_ ' 5

BOWLING GREEN, Ky. — Hav-
ing failed to enlist the help of Gov.
Brereton Jones, civic and business
leaders will seek other ways to re-
move two regents they say are at-
tacking Western Kentucky Universi-
ty’s president.

“The pressure’s not gomg to
stop,” said Doug Lester, chairman
and chief executive officer of Trans
Financial Bank.

A petition ‘has” circulated since

- Monday -asking “Jones to-demand

the removal of board Chairman Joe

" Iracane and Vice Chairman Patsy

Judd for “harassmg” and *“intimi-
President Thomas Mer-

the petition, which will go to Frank-

© fort next week, said Bob Aldridge,

chairman of the Bowling Green-
Warren County Chamber of Com-

2t~ <7 7 merce.

Meredith’s allies see this as a cru-
cial time, with as many as six hos-
tile votes on the 10-member board
and the terms of four regents — in-
cluding three considered hostile to
Meredith — expiring next year.

Jones, in Bowling Green to an-

nounce a new factory, reiterated

yesterday that although he supports.

Meredith, he would not get involved
in the ‘situation.

“I think it would be a big mistake .
- for any governor to begin to micro-

managé the various universities,”
hé said, “Every trustee has a right
fo speak their own wﬂl, their own

-feelings about every issue.”

‘Iracane said he would consider
resigning if Jones asked him, but he
and Judd said they had no plans to

step down.

Iracane said he is only trying in
good faith to improve accountmg
procedures at WEKU.

“I'm going to leave a legacy at
Western of an improved accounting
system and better accountablhty,”
he said.

The regents recently initiated a
special audit of 11 areas, nearly all
of which were expenses incurred by
Meredith or his wife, Susan. In par-

. ticular, they have focused on an en-
tertainment allowance — Dow Sus--

pended — paid to Susan Meredith.

- In a recent letter to Iracane, for-

mer regent Wendell Strode revealed
the worst fear of Meredith’s sup-
porters: “It appears to me that the
course of action is to search and
search until they have found some
basis {o terminate the employment
and the eniployment contract of Dr.

U AP

Meredith.” :

Iracane and Judd, whose terms
end June 30, deny they are trying to -
oust Meredith.

Danny Butler, who also is seen as
a Meredith opponent, finishes his
term at the end of March, as does
Fred Travis, who says he supports
Meredith. A fifth regent — the stu-
dent representative on the board —
is re-elected every -year. .

Some fear WKU will Jose ouf on

funding if the board doesn’t present

4 united front when the leglslature
convenes next month. '
“Thé sooner we can focus our en—
ergy away from having to address
this harassment, the better,” Strode

‘said. “It’s hurting us with fund rais-

ing; it’s hurting us everywhere we

t‘ul‘g.”




Western
suspicions
growing.

[a-19-49y

By ANGELA GARRETT
The Daily News

Members of a group of business
leaders say they believe a call for an
audit of some parts of Western
Kentucky University’s budget — an
audit the business leaders believe is
aimed at discrediting university

President Thomas Meredith — is.

part of a conspiracy involving
former President Kem Alexander.
““We think Dr. Kemn Alexander is
behind this in some manner,”’ said
~ Bob Aldridge, a spokesman for the
group that wants Board of Regents
Chairman Joe Iracane and Vice

Chairwoman Patsy Judd off the.

board,

Aldridge declined to be specific
about his claim of Alexander’s in-
volvement,

Group members think Regents
Danny Butler, Iracane, Mrs. Judd

- and Robert Chambless have been in
contact with Alexander about
operations at Western, Aldridge said
today. ‘

Alexander, who left Western in
1988 for a teaching position at the
Virginia Polytechnic Institute' and
State University in Blacksburg, Va.,
said last week that Iracane and Mrs,
Judd are *“dear friends,’’ But he said
he has not been in contact with any-
one in this region and is unaware of
what is going on at Western.

““Oocasionally, I get to talk to

" someone from around Bowling
Green,” Alexander said. ‘‘But I
haven’t kept up with Kentucky that

much. I don’t even know what’s
going on’"at'Western, ' " ..

Iracane and ‘Mirs, Judd have
denied ' that a conspiracy against

-Meredith' exists, saying the audit is

an attempt {o review and correct ac-
counting procedures at the univer-
sity.
" The two regents also have denied
knowledge of a deal Aldridge said
was worked out before the board
elections: in October between some
of the business leaders and members
of the Board of Regents.
- Regent Steve Catron has claimed
a deal was made. He said he was
told before the Oct. 31 meeting that
results*of an -internal audit of the
president’s office would be made
public if Regent Fred Travis con-
tinbed with his plan to nominate
Catron as board chairman,

Iracane and Mirs. Judd were
renamed by acclamation to head the,

“board after no- other regents were’

nominated for the positions. Results
of the internal audit were leaked to a)
Bowling Green radio station a few

- days later.

A petition by the business leaders

asking Gov. Brereton Jones to re-
quest that Tracane and Mrs. Judd -
.tesign from the board was to be
- presented to Jones: during an eco-
. nomi¢ development announcement

in Bowling Green on Wednesday

. but was delayed to prevent detrac-

ting .from _the = announcement,
Aldridge sdid. '

The group now plans on Friday to
either hand deliver the petition to
Jomes;; ot mail the petition to his
press secretary for delivery to him,
Aldridge said. ,

' . Group members plan to circulate
. the petition, which this morning had

about 200 signatures, at E.A, Diddle
Arena during. tonight’s basketbail
game between Western and Marray
State University, '

IORRR——
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Some Westemn Kentucky Un.lversny facuity B
members think a group of business leaders concemed
with the situation between the university’s board of. ..
regents and President Thomas Meredith need to know

more about the university’s operations before conti-:
: . about conditions at Westemn from extracurricular ac-

tivities:and. are not involved in the day-to-day opera- .

: ‘_:

nuing with accusations against regents;

“Most of what I hear (from faculty mémbers) i
fairly negative about the notion of a downtown grou
trying to put themselves above the system”” and dic

a physical education and recreation professor. '

Business leaders are circulating a petition they plan ‘

to submit today or early next week to Gov. Breretol

Jones, who has said he supports Meredith but hasno

W

ik
petition requests’
man ,[oe Irapane and: che Chmrwqman Patsy Judd: to‘

But those business leaders get many of their ideas

ns:of the university, Meadors said. -
+.-*“I'm distressed with the whole notion of an outside

5 h iy
tate what happens at Westemn, said Dr. Bill Meadors, ‘group. applyifg political pressure to get whomeve

thisy want on the board appointed,”” Meadors satd.
" Western's Faculty Senate voiced support during a
;Det.: 12 §énhate meeting for a board-requested audit

hunt aimied 4t Meredxth

L ———

leaders ill- mforme n Western

The senate’s show of support does not mean the

senate is against Meredith but that it wants more ac- .

countability in university funding, Senate Vice
Chairman Robert Otto has said.

Senate Chairman Arvin Vos said community sup-
port for Western is appreciated, but possibly misguid-
ed.

‘T think the general perception is that we’re glad
the business leaders have an interest in Western, but
the way it’s being expressed right now -~ in trying to
get political action against the regents — is inappro-
priate,”” Vos said,

Meadors agreed that the group’s actions might
have gone too far.

“I've been at Western some 23 years, and also was _-
a student here in the mid-'50s,”” he said, ‘‘There's .
always been a good relationship between the com-

mumty and Westem and it concemns me that the situ-
ation now is divisive."’

Vos said ‘business leaders should wait until the
audit is complete before deciding what action might
need to be taken,

+“‘At this point, it’s time to wait and see what is
found in this audit and ‘see if we can go on from
there,” Vos said, ““Until we have more evidence, it's

* time to pack it up and enjoy the holidays.”’

Bob"Aldridge and Wendell Strode, spokesmen for
the business leaders group, could not be reached for
‘commént eatly to day.

.- 'The -petition had about 200 signatures Thursday

morning and members of the group planned to cir-
culate the petition during Thursday’s basketball game
between Western and Murray State University.

. Tesign because of contmued pemepuon of harassment..
‘of Meredith,

an audit some busiriess leaders have deemed a w:tch‘
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“comment on the situation between ‘the board of
o ents, and Meredith, saying they have not been n;
tact with‘anyonelin this région “andiire-UnaWire o

Accountability

© T Egn

© details of the issue. . ¢
said concern of R s
most unlversmes

-uldted petitions requesting Gov. Brereton Jones to
gsnlg that bgjard Chairman Joe Iracane and V. Chair-
By ANGELA GARRETT
The Daily News =~ fa-12 ;& ?/ &

* woman Patsy Judd resign.
i Iracané’ agd ‘Mrs, Judd have denied tha}
Two former Western Kentucky University pre
dents say audits and- accountabihty are concerns &t

aimed at Mefedith, saying only that they’
most universities and worries that an audit at Westem, ¢

' fﬁcwnf as possl~
ting to make university accounts as e
lezand Jones has said: he will not intervene in'a uni-

4 ity matter, .
is aimed at current President Thomas Meredith could 1 ve’i&yempts to improve accountability are good,
be premature. ' Alexander said, .
*“We're having pamful reviews of our programs 88 .« think those are legitimate kinds of questions a

¢ ‘board should ask,” he said. * “The public has a right to
knar' about the accountability question, Any kind o(fl
ements in the accounung system are good, an

we look at programs and possible cutbacks here,’’ Dr.
Donald ‘Zacharias said Thursday frorp M.issis ipp
State Umvcrsxty in-Starkville, “It 's a sxgn of theitin
in most universities dcross the country.**: .
Zacharias left Western in 1985.. to assume _the
presidency at Mississippi State, .-~ = ‘
Dr. Kemn Alexander, who took over Westem 5.
presidency after Zachanas left, left Western in 1988:
to accept arteaching position with Virginia Polytech-
nic Institute and State University at Blacksburg, Va,. -
But while at Wester, Alexander oftén was calléd §

upon to respond toLquesuons of accountability, B E erythmg Ilmow about him:(Meredlth) is of the -

SUiiversisy, of. v
premdcnt at,
Iaddingithat they, »o

m‘before ‘v

MlssiSSlppl when - Zach,
ssxssxpp “‘Stz‘ite‘%Zacha}nas T d

said. .
“Quesnons of accoqntabihty aIWays are bef
board,”” :he said. *“Thai,is"a major, qQuestion’ of ‘all
public boards — the puré ‘and simple issue of being |
accountable to the public.. There are numerous i
that arise armind that question.”’ | - °
Alexander and Zachanas both declmed :

_ dlfﬁcult sxﬁiétions while hc':v‘vas hem, and he :
' dled them all with professionalism,*%, <"

‘As for the audit procedure and ﬁndmgs, it wﬂl have
‘betesolved: .within the university, Zachariag said,
-#Jt’s" something for-them to résolve as. l‘.hey see
ﬁt *» Zacharias said.
Alexander agreed that only the board membcrs in-

volved could be sure of their motivation.

I would think you would have to take the board at
its word and Dr. Mered!th at lus ” Alexander said.

P——




Petition asking
WKU resignations .
mailed to governor|
By ANGELA GARRETT RENSU
T%eDaﬂyNews P~ 9*3“%[ B

A petition containing 329 signatures 'has- beef
mailed to Gov. Brereton Jones’ acting pfesssecretaryJ
asking that the governor request the resignations of
Western Kentucky University Board of Regents

Chairman Joe Iracane and Vice Chairwoman Patsy
Judd. ‘ T

harassment of Meredith.
Mrs. Judd recently requested an
audit of some university accounts,

~& most of which are under Meredith's

control, Members of the group and
some members of the board of
regents have decried the audit as a
witch hunt, saying they don’t disap-
prove of the audit itself but of the
public way in which it's being
handled. '

The business group has been
criticized by Western faculty
members who think they should stop
frying to run the university without

*‘It either went out Friday or first thing this mom. a4 iog cinvalved in its day-to-day
ing,” said Bob Aldridge, a spokesman fora group of ' Opdigtions. '
business leaders who circulated the petition. “Wehad  The business leaders will meet

hoped to get 200 to 250 signatures, so getting well ‘-

-over 300 was a nice surprise.’’ :

Jones has said he supports Western President
Thomas Meredith but will not get involved in the case,
because he doesn’t think it’s his place to interfere in|
the running of the university, , = -

The group is seeking Iracane’s and Mrs, Judd’s
Iesignations because of what it sees as their continued.

next week to discuss further action
against the regents and to respond to
the criticism, Aldridge said. The
group is trying to let the debate rest
during the holidays, he said.



BOWLING GREEN; Ky. — A petltion askmg Gov Brereton '-'.
Jones to request the resignations of Western Kentucky University
_ board of regents Chairman Joe Iracane ‘and'Vice Chairwoman )

Patsy Judd has been sent to the governor’s office. & EE

The petition, which was circulated by a' gruip of busmess lead
ers, contained 329 signatures, the,group 5 sfpbkesman said. -

The group is seekmg the resignatioris because of what it says is -
the two regents” contmued harassment of WKU Pres:dent Thomas e
Meredith.

Jones has said he supports. Meredlth but wﬂl not get mvolved
because he doesn’t think it is his place to mteﬁere in the running
of the university. . : i1 ,
© Judd recently requested an audif of some umversity accounts,
most of which are under Meredith's' control. Members of . the -
group and some members of the board of regents have decried the
public way in whlch the matter is bemg handled AR e

<.y R :1“{‘?/




WKU audit cosf repor’rls expected

- 3 g -
ADaﬂyNew{s%epon v
A letter outlining the cost and
time frame of an audit of some
Western Kentucky University ac-
counts could be given to members

of the audit committee within days, -

but the audit itself is still some time
away, according to Western Regent
Fred Travis.

" The committee requested the es-
timate from Baird, Kurtz and Dob-
son Certified Public Accountants
when it outlined during a Dec. 10

meeting the areas to be reviewed —

mainly accounts controlled by
Western Pres1dent Thomas
Meredith.

‘“They sent us a letter saying
they'd have that to us soon, so I'm
hoping it will be around the first of
the year,’’ said Travis, a member of

the audit committee. ‘“They working

onit.”

The audit stirred debate after
some regents and members of the
business community labeled it as a
witch hunt aimed at Meredith, They
said they are not concemed by the
audit, which Meredith supports, but
with the public manner in which it
has been handled.

Business leaders submitted a

petition to Gov. Brereton Jones.

asking that he request the resigna-

tions of board Chairman Joe Iracane.

! .and V:ce Chahwoman Patsy Judd
citing - what "they perceive as con-

unuedharaes ent. ofMercdlth.

ports ‘Meredith but does 1ot think
the governor should become involy-
ed in micromanagement of univer-
sities, . ‘will ::continue : to take ~a
hands-off. policy. in . the situation,
said Bill Griffin, Jones actmg press

secretary.
‘“We recewed the peuuon the

23rd or 24th (of December), and I’ :

said today. “‘Gov. Jones has made
his position clear before.”’

The business leaders, who were
considering meeting this week to
consider further action, will wait for
the audit results before deciding on
future steps, spokesman Bob
Aldridge said today.

: ““We're inclined to think our ob-
jective has been achieved in terms
of focusing on the activities of the
board,’” he said. ““I think we’re just
going to let this thing lie for a while
and Jlet _t.hmgs develop from the

audlt”'
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Profiles of the members of
Western Kentucky University’s
Board of Regents:

Peggy Loafman

Chairwoman
Peggy W. Loafman

of
Bowling Green is the Bowling
Green region president of Trans
Financial Bank.

She is a 1971 graduate of
Western with a bachelor's degree
in elementary education. Her
other activities include
Leadership Bowling Green
(1986), Leadership Kentucky
(1991), Business Woman of the
Year (1988), chairwoman of the
Bowling Green-Warren County
Chamber of Commerce (1992),

. Kids on the Block (1996-96)

and United Way vice chair

E ARE PROUD TO WELCOME

(1988).
She and her husband, Gerald,
have three children.

Cornelius Martin

Cornelius Martin
Vice chairman

Cornelius  A. Martin

of
Bowling Green is president of

Martin  Automotive  Group,
which includes dealerships in
Bowling Green; Lexington;
Dayton, Ohio; Hurricane, W.Va.;
and Des Moines, Iowa.

He began working in the auto- |

mobile business while attending
Wright State University and is a
graduate of the General Motors
Dealer Academy.

He was named Small Business
Person of the Year in 1989 by the
Bowling Green-Warren County
Chamber of Commerce and his

Dayton Saturn dealership was
one of 10 Good Housekeeping
and Automotive News
Automotive Dealership Service
Excellence Award winners for
1996. In 1997, he was named
Black Enterprisé Auto Dealer of
the Year.

His civic activities have
included service on the
Kentucky Governor's Commis-
sion on Quality and Efficiency in
State Government; chairman of
Bowling Green  Municipal
Utilities; and a board member for

the Bowling Green-Warren
County Arts Commission,
National Corvette Museum,
United Way of Southern

Kentucky and the South Central
Kentucky Minority Economic
Development Council.

He and his wife, Gail, have
three children.

Kristen T. Bale

Kristen T. Bale, a resident of
Glasgow, holds a bachelor's
degree in special education from
the University of Wisconsin at
Madison. Her memberships
have included The Kentucky
Museum Advisory Board, the
education committee of the
Glasgow-Barren County
Chamber of Commerce, the

.Barren County Bicentennial

Committee, Leadership
Kentucky, the Pritchard Com-
mittee and the Glasgow Group
Home Board.

ackgrounds to

Kristen Bale

She is the bookkeeper for
Glasgow Family Physicians,
which includes her husband,
Phillip. They have four children.

Keith Coffman

Student regent

Keith Coffman of Russellville
is the student regent and presi-
dent of the Student Government
Association. He is a senior
majoring in marketing.

Robert Earl Fischer

Robert Earl Fischer of
Owensboro is president of
Western Kentucky Gas. He has a
bachelor's degree in business
administration from Brescia
College in Owensboro and began

THURSDAY, MAY 7, 1998

estern

Robert arI Fischer

working for Western Kentucky
Gas in 1962 in its general office
accounting department.

Fischer is a former chairman
of the WKU Board of Regents,
the Governor's Task Force of
Business and Industry on Post
Secondary Education, Industry
Inc. of Owensboro and the
Kentucky Chamber of Com-
merce. He has also been on the
board of trusices of Brescia
College and a director of
Owensboro National Bank, the
Owensbore-Daviess  County
Industrial Foundation and Junior
Achievement of Owensboro. He
was named the 1994 Volunteer of
the Year by the Southern
Industrial Development Council.

" - He and his wife, Sally, have

See REGENTS, Page 11
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three children and two guardian
children.

Joy Gramling

Joy Gramling
Staff regent

Joy Gramling of Scottsville is
the first elected staff regent at
Western. She is a WKU gradu-
ate, with a degree in general
studies.

Gramling works in the
Department  of  Facilities
Management as head painter in
building maintenance and repair.
She has served on the Women's
Alliance Advisory Committee to

the !President and has been a

member of the Women's Alliance
Membership Committee.

C.C. Howard Gray |

C.C. Howard Gray

C.C. Howard Gray of
Lexington is president and
CEQ of James N. Gray
Construction Co., which pro-
vides comprehensive man-
agement services for the
design and construction of
large building projects. He
attended Transylvania
University and received a
bachelor's degree in business
administration from Western
in 197]. Gray serves on vari-
ous professional and civic
organizations and boards,
including Trans Financial
Bank in Bowling Green and
Glasgow, Hospice of the
Bluegrass and is a former
chairman of the Kentucky
Chamber of Commerce.

He and his wife,
Cassandra, have four chil-
dren.

Lois W. Gray

Lois W. Gray of Hardin
County is the superintendent
of Hardin County schools. She
has spent 34 years in educa-
tion. 14 as a teacher and 20 as
an administrator. -

Her civic activities include
the Radcliff Woman's Club,
the Elizabethtown Rotary
Club. the Hardin County-
Elizabethtown Chamber of
Commerce, the Radcliff/Vine
Grove Chamber of Commerce
and the Hardin County United
Way. .

She was recently named
Kentucky Administrator of the
Year by the Kentucky
Association of Educational
Office Professionals, Admin-
istrator of the Year by the

National Association of
Educational Office
Professionals and State

Superintendent of the Year by
the American Association of
School Administrators and The
Servicemaster Co. .

She and her husband, David,
have two sons.

Sara Lyle Hulse

Sara Lyle Hulse of
Owensboro is a psychologist
and a 1961 Western graduate.
She is the former executive
director of  Owensboro-
Daviess County Labor
Management Committee in
Owensboro. She has also
served on the advisory board
for the WKU-QOwensboro cam-
pus.

She has three children.

Raymond Mendel

Raymond Mendel

faculty regent

Raymond Mendel, a profes-
sor of psychology at Western,
is the faculty representative on
the Board of Regents. A native
of London, England, Mendel
joined the faculty at Western
in 1972.

His degrees include a bache-
lor's degree from Grinnell
College and master’s and doc-
toral degrees from Iowa State
Unriversity. His memberships
have included Sigma Xi and
Phi Kappa Phi.

He is married to Colleen
Mendel, who is director of
Training and Technical Assis-
tance Services at Western.

Burns E. Mercer

Burns E. Mercer of
Hardinsburg is president and

PAGE 11

Burns Mercer

CEO of Meade County Rural
Electric Cooperative Corp. He
is a 1972 WKU graduate with
a bachelor's degree in account-

ing.
He is chairman of the
Breckinridge County

Development Authority and
vice chair of the Breckinridge
County Development Corp.
and is on the boards of United
Utility Supply and the
Kentucky Association of
Electric Cooperatives. He is a
former chairman of the WKU
Board of Regents and has

served on the Kentucky
Chamber of Commerce
-Education Committee,
Kentucky Advocates for

Higher Education, Kentucky
Council on Higher Education,
Leadership Kentucky and
Kentucky Educational Tele-
vision Board.

Mercer and This wife,
Marceila, have two children.

If you want to see some schoolwork, just pick up the paper.

H
i

I In classrooms across Warren County, the

Daily News is an important part of education.
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Patton makes university,
fair board appointments

FRANKFORT (AP) — Gov.
Paul Patton replaced 11 university
board members and retained seven
others in appeintments announced
Friday.

Eastern Kentucky University:
Appointed Daisy French, Lexing-
ton, to replace Irving Rosenstein,
Lexington; reappointed Alice
Rhodes, Ashland. '

Kentucky State University:
Appointed Nancy Lovett, Murray,

to replace Curtis Sullivan, Bowling

Green; and Roger Reynolds,
Louisville, to replace Newton
McCravy ITI, Louisville,

Morehead State University:
Appointed Madge Walters Baird,
Pikeville, to replace John Rosen-
berg, Prestonsburg; reappointed
Buckner Hinkle Jr., Lexington.

Murray State University:
Reappointed Sid Easley, Murray,
and Wells Lovett, Owensboro.

Northern Kentucky Universi-
ty: Appointed Mary Alice Hasty,
Louisville, to replace Karen Bear-
den, Louisville; reappointed Alice
Sparks, Crescent Springs.

Western Kentucky University:
Appointed James Tennill Jr,
Louisville, to replace C.C. Howard
Gray, Lexington; and Ronald Shef-
fer, Louisville, to replace Burns
Mercer, Hardinsburg.

University of Kentucky:
Appointed Marian Moore Sims,
Lexington, to replace Kay Beli,
Georgetown; reappointed Blissa
May-Plattner, Camp Springs, and
Robert Meriwether, Paducah.

University of Louisville:
Appointed William Mutloy Sr.,
Louisville, to replace Minx Aver-
bach, Louisville; Joyce Schifano,
Louisville, to replace Harry Jones,
Louisville; Linda Cauble,
Louisville, to replace Olga Peers,
Louisville.

The terms for all the university
board members expire June 30,
2004,

Patton also reappointed Lanny
Dale Greer of East Bernstadt to the
state fair board. He appointed
Charles Hamilton of Shep-
herdsviile to replace David Hali of
Louisville to the fair board.

;
|
\
\



WKU regents

'want school’

B Board increasing

presence in parts
of state that can -
- boost future plans

The Daily News
Western Kentucky Umversuy §
Board of Regents will take its show
on the road next week to increase
the school’s profile.
Regents, including three new
_ ones who will be sworn in at the
. meeting, will gather July 30-31 in
; Owensboro, where the university
has an extended campus.
“It is important for our board to
be visible across the state, especially
; in areas that are central to our mis-
sion,” President Gary Ransdell said.
Owensboro is important because
of Western's extended campus and
because of a new facility it wants to
construct there with Owensboro
Community College and the state
vocational school, Ransdell said.
The group will tour prospective
facility sites and will push for the
project to be on a legislative agenda
when the General Assembly recon-
venes in 2000.
Western and Owensboro Commu-
nity College for years have talked

visibility to rise

about the importance of the new
facility.

Western was successful in getting
two such projects approved by the

... General Assembly. this year -~ one in

Glasgow between itself and the
vocational school system and anoth-
2, et in Elizabethtown.

By ROBYN L. MINOR Ju Regents also will discuss a review
]9’737 of

the university’s athletic system
and a strategic plan.

Committee meetings and tours
will be held at various locations in
Owensboro,

Outgoing board members Burns
Mercer of Mercer County and
Howard Gray of Lexington will be
recognized during a luncheon July
31 at Summitt Country Club. That
will be followed by the swearing in
of new regents Ronald Scheffer, a

Louisville attorney; James Tennill, .

vice president for the Louisville
investment firm Advest Inc.; and
student Regent Stephanie Cosby, a
Greenville senior.”

The two citizen regents will serve
through June 30, 2004, while the
student regent position is an annual
term.

The regular meeting is expected
to begin about 2 p.m. July 31 at the
country club,

The October board meeting is
expected to be in Louisville, Rans-
dell said.

L N e e Tl Ao e e ey e P e
’

=




M

C o

A Our view D% VM Vel 27 19

Where we stand on the issues maiﬂng news in our world today:

Regents *Topk

Western Kenﬁucky University's

regents are making themselves —

rl ht tO and Western — more visible in the
region the school serves.

4 Where we stand

[ ]
ralse The region's — and the state’s -

responsibilities to Western should
¢ o sy be made clear if Western is to
Vl S lb lllt'y achieve its geal of excellence,

In their desire for greater recognition for Western Kentucky
University, the school’s regents have pinpointed one of West-
ern's crucial needs.

No matter how much more outstanding a university Western
becomes, its success must be measured in the quality of the stu-
dents it atiracts and the contributions it makes to the region,
state and nation.

The regents will raise the school’s v131b111ty with a series of
meetings and tours in Owensboro, where the university main-
tains an extended campus that is increasing in importance, and
in Lexington.

This is a good step, and the regents surely must be consider-
ing future meetings at other areas in the state where Western'’s
presence is strong, such as in Glasgow and Elizabethtown.
Demonstrating to parents and potential students across Ken-

. tucky that Western is a friendly, up-and-coming institution of
" higher learning can only help when enrollment decisions are to |

be made.

Appearances do count. Excellence in education also counts,

Three new regents are joining Western’s board, and they
undoubtedly are aware of the decisive action taken by the board
to enhance Western's standing in the academic community,
including the laying out of priorities that emphasis Western’s
continued growth into a university of distinction.

The decision of the regents to get out and on the road will
contribute to the fulfillment of such goals.

Money also will help, as will fimely decisions as to the order '

~ in which academic programs should be promoted to the state,

Gov. Paul Patton’s educational reform act extends to state

. universities the potential for substantial financial assistance in

achieving academic distinction in disciplines of the universi-
ties’ choosing.

Western needs matching funds in order to qualify for state
funds in all areas it designates for consideration. It also must
decide a reasonable sequence in which the programs are to be
promoted to the state so that it does not dissipate its efforts on
too many programs at any one time.

The role of regents on the road surely will be threefold: to
garner general support for the university, to beat the bushes for
financial support for the university generally and for the select- |
ed programs, and to beat the bushes for good students for these

< and other programs,

Practitioners in the disciplines Western designates for pro-

- grams of distinction no doubt can be of help in raising the pre- '

requisite matching funds.

But the region Western serves — and we take this region to be
all of Kentucky and then some — also has a stake in helping the
university achieve the academic goals it has set for itself,

We trust those associated with the university are making this | |
regional resp0n31b111ty, financial and otherwise, clear.




Correction q‘jm ¢

An article in Sunday’s Daily
News misidentified the secre-
tary for Western Kentucky Uni-
versity's Board of Regents. The
secretary is Liz Esters.

Also in the article, the univer-
sity’s  strategic plan  will
increase the number of appli-
cants for enrollment each year
by 1,000 students.
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| Programs outline
ambitious goals

for Western’s =
Board of Regents

By JILL NOELLE CECIL
The Daily News

Western Kentucky University
wiil work to atiract more stu-
deants, especially higher-gquality
students, in the next several years
as part of the university's strate-
gic plan,

“Challenging the Spirit,” which
was passed by the board of
regents Friday in Owensboro,
outlines several goals for the vni-
versity in the aext five years, Part
of the plan includes increasing
enrollment by 1,000 new students
each year and increasing the ACT
score gradually each year to 23

- points by the year 2003,

The plan calls for more
accountability through broader
evaluations for the quality of
instruction, student learning and
faculty review.

Also in development are
department and unit plans, which
will be submitted to the board in
December and are expected 1o be
approved in April.

Staff members from many
departments have already been
working on their reports. Sharon
Dyrsen, academic services direc-
tor, said that in the past four
months her staff has made plans
to increase enrollment by making
staff members more accessible.
She said information about West-
ern will be available on CD ROM
for high school students and more
college fairs will be held. Admis-
sions staff members will also
have laptop computers to take
with them to help their presenta-
tions.

“I think this is a very good start
for getting that cycle going effec-
tively,” Dyrsen said.

A big portion of the plan will
focus on fund-raising efforts. In
the next five years, Western's
combined endowment is expected
to increase to $50 million from
the current $20 million. Twenty-
five new endowed faculty posi-
tions will be created to assist in
that goal. Private gifts are expect-
ed to increase from $3 million to
$10 million annually.
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‘Umvcmty was getting $12 mll-
lion for gonstruction of an alums
ni centet was ¥ sorprise to many,
- Including the university. FEE
b Gov: Paul Patton announéed’
- the- funding’ Tuesday  while in]
“Bowliig Gréén. “Patton includéd:
{the’ alumill ‘centet anion
"that' would be funded with ° sm‘-‘
 plus staté fevenue. " &
“An appaxent mixup in hst.i
prowded ‘to”the " “governor's
office by the ‘Council on Post-
secondary Education is being
-blamed  for the erroneous
' announcement; >
= - If ‘'such*i# ‘Hew- tenter wére

| built, ﬁml!haq‘_gzu&mmdyﬂ%%__n.
privaﬁm g to

 Skippet.ditector ok medis Tela” |
tions for the university. ' ¢

Skippe'sald the university is
in the early. stages of planning a
new alumni center and hag it
a long wish list of capital cdtr-
: "Bu‘l}?ﬁuard no’ whcrcfnup
havmg a cost estimate for the
project,” -he said. “A funding
proposal hasn't even been sub-
mifted to the state and we
woaldn’t be seeki.ng state fund-
‘ing anyway.”

- Missing from the govemor El

e

3

Western®s extended campus in
Glasgow, which would be about
$12 milfion.

It’s likely the two were con-

list of projects was funding for |

fused, Skipper speculated.

in other business, new officers
for the board of regents were
named. Cornelius Martin was
named chairman, Kristen Bale
was named vice chairwoman and
Lois Gray was named secretary.

Gray is also the new chair-
woman for the Academic and Stu-
dent Affairs Committee. Earl
Fisher is the new chairman of the
Budget and Finance Committee
and Peggy Loafman is the new
chairwoman for the Iostitutional
Advancement Committee.
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