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College Heights Herald Magazine - - Tuesday, March 29, 1994

COVER STORY: They weren't sitting on
‘the beach during Spring Break. A

group of Western students spent its
vacation cleaning up flood damage

on the Mississippi River.
INSIDE: Whether she’s driving a school
bus, spending time with her
neighbors, or justbeing a student,
Glenda Lewis is'always learning

lessons.
\ >
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‘If you look around, you know it’s not over’

PHOTOS BY TOR MATHIESEN

STORY BY Jim HANNAH

ST. CHARLES, Mo. —'The
wind pounded against Cathy
Schleef’s old house.

Sunlight barely came through
the mud-covered windows of
the building’s abandoned shell
The floor tiles were warped
Mud filled the kitchen sink. The
nside of the refrigerator was
coated with mud, Tops of
plastic plants poked out of the
mud that filled an aquarium
built into one wall, The blades
+of the ceiling fans were broken

or bent. A pot holder mm)‘ front

one of the blades.

In one of the bedrooms, a
ladder to the attic hung from the
ceiling. The Schleef family had
filled their attic with belongings,
hoping to keep them dry. It
didn’t work

“50 many people need help,”
Schleef said. “In the summer, if
you watched the news,
everybody was sandbagging,
but when the drama was over,
everyone left. But n-y(m look
around, you know it’s not
over.”

HillSide

College Heights Herald Magazine

Jason K-nh/Hmald

Glenda Lewis isn't your typical non-traditional
student. Here, she shows off her new tig as she
drives a school bus. Read more about th on

page 6.

'

Magazine editor: Jnm Hannah

Photo editor:
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COVER PHOTO: i

| Radcliff sophomore |

| Chuck Ridgeway is
loading a truck with

trash found in piles

| outside one of the 33 |

| homes in the Lakeshore |

| subdivision. The |
Mississippi River can
be seen in the back-

{ ground.

[ PHOTO TAKEN BY TOR

| MATHIESEN.

-

Look for the next
HiHside
in the April 26
edition of the

College
| Ilmghts Herald

Tracey Steele

Schleef was one victim of the
floods of 1993,

To help in the cleanup, H
students from Western's Baptist
Student Center' went to the St.
Louis area over Spring Break,
For two days, the students
helped the Schleef family clean
up their riverfront
neighborhold. Each paid $50 to
RO on the trip,

“There are some older
people who can’t do this work,”
Schleet said. “My husband is 42
and it’s hard on him.”

The Great Flood of 1993 did
more than just destroy one
house or neighborhood. About
50 people were killed, and
damages were estimated at
more than $10 billion as water
rose to levels never seen before
along the Mississippi. Cleanup
after the flood will take years,
and some worry about more
flooding this spring. While the
Western students were there,
the river was at 23.4 feet. Flood
stage for that area is 25 feet.

“I haye never cleaned up or

seen anything like the flood
damage,” sophomore Rob
Strickland said. “I'm from
Nashville and | have worked at
soup kitchens in homeless
shelters brfore, but this is bafd
to describe to people back
home.”

Strickland said when he saw
mattresses and appliances
sitting on the ground after they
had been pushed out of homes,
he began to realize the force of
Mother Nature,

“I was just amazed at how

RESERVE OFFICERS’ TRAINING CORPS

’

Things got pretty competitive for this
job. I'm sure my college degree and good
grades kept me in the running. But in
the end it was the leadership and man-
agement experience | got through

ARMY ROTC GOT ME THE JOB.

Atmy ROTC that won them oveg

You can begin to develop in\pressive
leadership skills with ah Army
ROTC elective. Register now without
obligation

THE SMARTEST COLLEGE
COURSE YOU CAN TAKE.

For details, visit Room 120, Diddle Arena or call

745-4293

through

summer
inyou are 1nterested,wcontact:

ATTENTION KENTUCKY RESIDENTS

If you are a Kentucky resndent and have a 2.0 gpa
or hlghér, you could be ehglble for,work

» Kentucky )’Vork Study ngram

Empldye(s are advertising for part-time and

k at this time for varlous majors.

" Beth Schreiner
Career Services Center -
216 Cravens

745-3095
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Cathy Schleef, whose home was flooded, gives Bowlinig Creen junior Cara Catlett a big hug at the group’ s depanure “This is the best thing
anybody can do for us, and | mean that,” Schleef sand

the water had no barviers,”
Strickland said.
-

After someone bought the
Schieef's flood-damaged home,
the family moved five houses
down. The new house was
remodeled after the flood. The
back wall of the house is
covered with windows that
overlook the Mississippi River.
On the side of the house is a
deck with an even better view of
the river,

Schieef's family is one of two
to move back into the Lakeshore
subdivision, which once was
home to 33 families. Lakeshore
is in St. Charles County and is

«Jess than an hour from St. Louis.

The family rebuilt lessghan 50
yards from the river. “t was just
a freaky thing " Schleef said of
the flood. “There are 80- or 90-
year-old péople who have never
seen it this bad before, so 1 don't
think I'm going to live long
enough 1o see it flood this bad

again.” HC
'lh/sound of Western

" students throwing water-

damaged refrigerators, stoves
and air conditioners into a

.dumgpster could be heard as

Schieef looked at the river
through the wi of her new
home. She sat at an antique table
that had been saved from the
flood waters when it was moved
onto the roof of the old house.
The table and chairs were in
pieces after the flood, but
Schleef had each refinished and
glued back together.

Four photo albums of

pictures, letters and newspaper
clippings about the flood
covered the table.

One pictucg is of a hole
Schleef’s husband,_ knocked in
the side of their hm\:se to load
their possessions from the atiic
onto.a boat when water the
threatened to submerge the
house.

Schleef was
interrupted by
the cuckoo
clock at the
top of the
hour, She
looked at the
clock hanging
on the wall
and said it
hasn't kept
accurate time
since the
flood, when it
received
moisture
damage. She
took itto a
clock maker,
but it still
didn't keep
the right time.

-

On the first

day Western

Jeff were bowls, ckxhes and
sandbags that were snagged by
limbs as they floated by during
the fiood.

I the background was a sign

nailed to the top of a telephone
pole that said, “No wake. idle
speed only.” During the height
of the flood, residents of the

“I just don’t think Americans
realize what the flood left

behind,” Schieef said. “It's funny

how people assume a disaster is

here and gone.”

In the woods behind the’
homes, students burned trash.
Included were cans, tires, a jar
of peanut butter, furniture and

pring Break destination

The 213,000

people of St
(Charles County

reached its high
point of 40 feet

students were
in the neighborhood, Schleef's
son, Jeff, stayed home from
school and hung around the
students. Jeff played softball with
a friend part of the time ground
covered in brown mud as far as
one could see. The ground
looked like a giant brownie, one
student said. |

Hanging in the trees above

neighborhc tﬂ had to boat about
eight miles to get to their houses.
Jeff didn't have 1o worry about

breaking a window. He was
surrounded by houses that
looked like they had been

bombed during a war. Magy had
neon stickers on their doors that

said, “St. Charles Co. Building
Dept.-Condemned Danger.”

cans of flood

Jehe(.w.ner.

“If you
don’t pick up
the trash from
the f
people will
start

- dumping,”

said Jerry
Green, one of
the residents
trying to
rebuild.

Trash is
burned, scrap
melal is putin
one\dumps‘:e:
to be recycled
and everything
else is put in
another
dumpster.

“It's getting
better,” said
Green's wife,
Beverly,

“We're coming back home.
We're coming back home.
That’s what I'm looking forward

to. I'm sick of apartment life.”
The Greens, who have two
children, have lived in four

different places since the
flooding stanted. Beverly said her

8-year-old son is sick of the
whole thing and is looking

forward to going back to his old
school.

The last day in the néighbor-
hood, students helped Jerry
shovel trash from his yard into
garbage cans.

“1 can’t believe Kentucky stu-
dents came up here during
Spring Break to help us,” Jerry
said. -

Rick Howerton, the campus
ministec at the Baptist Student
Center, said that he would like
the world to know that not
everyone is partying on Spring
Break. “College students are
helping the community.”

On'this trip, the Western
group met students from the
Baptist Student Unions from

across the state, including the
University of Louisville, Eas\ern
Kentucky University and

Owensboro Community
College.

The Western group stayed at
the Jewell Baptist Church on the
south side of St. Louis. During
the five nights they stayed at the
church the group slept on the
floor in sleeping bags and took
showers from two stalls with

~water that wasn’t always hot.

Also in St. Louis, the students
participated in church services
on Sunday and ripped out worn
carpet in a Baptist Association
building. ot

Howerton said a group from
the Baptist Student Center goes
on mission trips almost every
Spring Break to where people
need help.

“¥m glad I had a chance to
g0,” Strickland said, “and do
something for God and the other
people.”
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Exhausted after a long day of work, Nashville soph-
more Rob Strickland and Bowling Green junior Cara
Catlett fall asleep in the van on their way back to
Jewell Baptist Church in St. Louis.

A.group of students burn an American flag that was
- underwater during the flood.

Hg

\

]

After each day, the students gathered in a circle to pray for the well-
being and the future of the community, some of the residents also
participated. B

“I JUST DON'T THINK - -
people realize what

the flood left behind.
It's funny how =~ *
people assume a
disaster is here and
gone.” |

— CATHY SCHLEEF

flood survivor

Above:/dashville sophomore Rob Strickland and Muldraugh senior. Duarre Berry pet two of the local dogs,
Freckles and Dodo.

Right: Students clean up debris outside one of the 33 houses in the area. The waterline went above the tele-
phone line going to the house
. ~

‘in St. Louis
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Glenda Le
lenda Lewis was sitting at a red traffic light on Scottsville Road
G when the man in the Corvette beside her called for her attention.
“Hey,” he said
“teed it 1o your cows,” she said
Lewis,"a Hardinsburg senior, didn’t have time to flint, nor did she
want to. She had a job to do.

She was driving a school bus to pick up students from school, like
she has done for the past 10 ‘years — nine years in Breckinridge County,
one year in Warren County

So she knows the bus driver jargon

“Bus number 222 1g bus station, E. T. A. (estimated time of arrival)

three and a half minutes,” she said
And ghe waves 10 other bus drivers passing her on the road, “They
she said

Her morning route begins at 6 and ends at about 8, and the afternoon
route begins at about 2 and ends at about 4.

The bus routes are just pant of a typical day for Lewis, She takes
classes at night, works at Red Lobster during the day,’sometimes
substitute teaches, and is always a friend ‘to the women who live on the

are really big into teamwork — big time,

same floor in her dorm \ 5

She enjoys <l!):)m,: a school bus and hopes to continue even after she
gets certitied 1o fieach elementary education and begins a teaching
Career

“Driving a school bus is seeing kids at their best,” she said, because
they can act like themselves and aren’t in 3 structured classroom setting.

Not only does she enjoy driving the (‘;nldrm, she thinks her job is
important and thinks it contributes 10 how much children like school.

*You know your face as a driver is the first face they’ll see in a school
setting,” she said

Many times she drives disabled students, some with physical
problems, some with emotional problems, because she’s certified to
work with them. e

And she takes a special interest in them. She visits them when
they're sick, knows which ones like to bounce over bumps in the road,
sings with them andsalways asks about their day.

“These kids are just so neat,” she said. “They are God'’s gift to the
world”

Lewis has seven years’ experience working with disabled children in
a classroom setting for the Breckinridge County Schools.

She said she would still be there today if it weren't for her divorce
about a year ago.

“After my divorce, | realized | couldn’t count on anything but
myself,” she said. >

And-she was scared

But she decided to look at the divorce as one of life’s lessons and
turn a negative situation into a positive one.

So she came 1 Western to ,e( centification to teach elementary and
middle school. -

She said she’s éxcited about having an “open and honest classroom”
so children’want to learn, and she is looking forward to awning her own
home, hopefully marrying again and having a child.

It's the support she gets from her family, she said, and her faith in
God that gave her the strength to come to. Western, leaving the familiar
surroundings of Breckinridge Coynty where she lived all her life

“We €at together, play together, and pray together,” she said.

She grew up on a farm-in Hardinsburg, the third of five children in a
close-knit family. The family gets together every weekend. If she can’t
go home, they come to visit her.

Waorking on the farm, hard work and independence were instilled in

’ /

wis thinks life is like school

PR AV AT AT A Y & WA

Lewis looks back at some of the young riders on her morning bus route. She
has been driving for Warren County Schools since May.

Above: Lewis takes axpoment to say goodbye to Shawn, a deaf student
Natcher Elementary. Lewis is fairly proficient in sign language, but she still-
practices frequenllz.

Left: Lewis shows her parents a school bus necktie that was given to her as a
birthday gift by her brother joe (left).
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Before stydents are let out of school, all the drivers usually congregalc on one bus to catch up on any new gossip. Although Lewis is lhv only

woman on the bus, she has no problem joking around with the other drivers.

o i

- ./‘.u_~

her, and they dre what she relies on each day.

“I'm a getgr; [ want what's out there for me to get,”
she said \

Lewis said she wants to-teach because she likes
working with children because they tell you exactly
what they think

“Kids are more honest than adults,”
“Adults have'to be what they expect you to be

<

Lewis has the same enthusiasm for being a student
as she does a bus driver

Astronomy Professor Paul Campbell said Lewis is a
good student who asks questions and works hard, bat
he is more appreciative of Lewis’ friendliness and will-
ingness to help others, - .

she said.

Teacher Education Instructor Alice Mikovich said
Lewis is enthusiastic and a hard worker

For a special education class, Lewis brought a dis-

abled student 1o class 1o show how children are tube-
fed )

Mikovich said it really added to the class’ under-
standing,

While.instructors have been impressed with Lewis,
she has also been impressed with them

I.think Western is the best university anywhere,”
she said. “They want ypo to succeed.”

Lewis, 34, also wears the hat of a mother figure and
a friend to the fifth-floor residents of Poland Hall,
where she lives. /

Being with younger women has been good for her

“Imonly as old as they are,” she said
Her door is always Open foreighbors who need
advice, money,

work, a button sewn on or ¢ are whenfhey are sick

extension cords, hgp with school-

Lewis even took a neighbor to clags on a school bus
because she had never ridden one byiore

She knows they would do thé same for her. “Our

floor is a family,” $he said

During Spring Break, Lewis ended a romantic rela-
tionship. Some women Tn.the floor called her every
day to talk and make sure she was doing all right

But living with younger women has also been ah

adjustment

\/_< .

T
Above: After her morning rodite, Lewis takes some time to
read for an American Literature class.
Left: Lewis will park her bus in the student lot close to her
dorm. She leaves her car at'the bus garage and-doesn’t
bring it back until the afternoon bus run is finished.

“We've all changed her; we
Kyle DePeppe,
.

used to be an adult and a teacher

loosened her up,” said

a junior from Long Island, N.Y. “She
A balanced diet is a thing of the past. Now fast tood
15 the norm-— even at 12:30 in the morming
“And I've still got a 24-inch waist,” Lewis added
Country music isn't the only type of music she lis
tens to anymqre The 'women on her tloor have
exposed her to rack music
“But I don't fike rap music,™ she said
But

10 (weanog clothes) inside-out yet,”

She dresses “maore free” now “I haven't gotten
she said
“Sometimes she is like a kid learning things and
saying something for the tirst time,” said Louisville
junior Valerie Hadnot, the floor's resident assistant

And Lewis said she hkes ber role as mother and
friend 1o the young women on her tloor

"1 am a role model because Pve been where they

are,” she said. "1've been someplace else and then P've

come back.”
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SUBS

<&

 DOMINO’S

" PIZZA
1S NOW
HIRING?!

APPLY .
IN
PE_RSON.

DOMINO’S
PIZZA

—=&SU

WKU & VICINITY

781-9494

N. BOWLING GREEN

781-6063

B.G. DINE IN

781-1000

\

We Accept MasterCard and VISA

it lC_LARGE1.TOPPING PHZIA )M !
[ | & |
] ONE 14 LARGE ]
1 PIZZAWITHYOUR 1
: FAVORITE TOPRING  §
: Aoomorw TOPPINGS ONLY $1.25 :
[ | |
B EXPIRES: 4-12-94 ‘I11p . ]
| B- :urd ‘u;’ac l‘:’v' ;fn::p'uta ):qu‘-ar i(;.u Q'Oa eatmied [
l ‘ .:ﬂ::::”‘i“?mm‘:w-u,aumns;a Drivers are not l

(TWO SMALL 2-TOPPING Plzus)j -

s 88 TWO 10" SMALL
¢

PIZZAS WITH ANY
TWO TOPPINGS
ADDITIONAL TOPPINGS ONLY $4,25
EXPIRES: 4-12-94 12
Vald at parscipanng siores only. Notvakd with any other offer. Prices
may vary. Cusiomer pays appicable sales tax. Defvery area limited ]

© ensure sale arving.  Deivers carry less than $20. Drivers are not

-; -----------------‘

| @EHTE sur ER SUB COMBO MEAL )Ml §

ONE 6" SUPER SUB,
TWISTY ) & ONE

COKE OR DIEF'COKE
Choose from Philly Steak, ZZesty Italian,
Roast Beef, Turkey, Ham & Cheese,
Meatball, Bacon Club, o Club Sub

EXPIRES: 4-12-94 113

Vald'at paricipating siores only. Not valid with any other ofler. Prices
may vary Cu uomﬂplnw;dutnu.nu Delivery area kmited
' 10 ensure sale Gaving. Drivers carry less than $20. Drvers are nog

w
°

»—,1!:

(3

JEES © penaiized lor iate delvenes
L--------------------

Limited delivery areas to ensure safe driving. Drivers carry under $20. ©1994 Domino's Pizza, Inc.

3

© penalized for late deivenes . .
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