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October 11, 1994  Poges

SOME PEOPLE USE
THIS DAY 10 (OME
OUT OF THE CLOSET,
BUT T THINK T'LL
JUMP ON IN ANV

FIRST, T'D LIKE FOR

THE EXTREMISTS IN THE
FEMINIST MOVEMENT TO
*COME QUT™ FROM BEHIND
THEIR PINK U215 ANP

THEN, I'D LIKE PRESIDENT
MEREDITH TO “COME OUT” AND
ADMIT HIS FAVORITE MOVIE 1S
SNATIONAL LAMPOON'S
[UROPEAN VACATION "

—TON 15

NATIONAL COMING -OuT DAY”

AND I'D LIKE TO MAKE

A FEW SUGRESTIONS TO

SOME FEOPLE WHO NEED TO
“COME OUT”

|
¥

Painted Fences

Lets (sleep)

\ Once upon a lime in a land

much like this one, there lived a
nation of folks pretty much like
you and me.

They looked a lot like us.
Some had darker skin than oth-
ers, bul that was no longer a big
deal. Democrats and
Republicans regularly invited
cach other to their “consensus
celebrations,” which had
replaced victory parties.

In fact, most people had got-
ten over the things that divided
them in the past. They even
resolved the old “extra
appendage makes you stupid”
squabble, so long fodder for

\ ists and pus debat

Yes, it was pretty much a
happy group of people who,
minus all that prejudice, now
had time to devote to more
important things like solving
world hunggr or watching
“Mcirose Plncl"

There were still a few people
who didn't like how happy every
thing was turning out to be.

You know the type — people
you would swear gol up on the
wrong side of the bed even if
they slept on the couch. They
decided there had to be some-
thing to fight about because
that's the way it always was.

Being naturally-light sleepers
(therc was often a spring in their
backs or an insufficiently fiufly
pillow), the fussy folks quickly
came up with their nemesis:

sleeptalkers.

Never mind that the only way
you could tell if a person talked
in his slcep was to have shared
the bed with him, and that

leeptalking had little or nothi
to do with how a person lived
their life.

There was something in their
walk, the fussy ones said, or their
speech or dress — well, you
could just tell, that's all.

The fussy folks, led by
Councilman Ira Togib, a charis-
matic palillcunﬂl\clcvangclisl
recently elected to the land’s
governing council, soon mounted
their campaign.

They formed committees to
monitor “anti-silent sleeping val-
ues” in the media. They pumped
money into businesses that
signed a pledge saying they
wouldn't hire a sletptalker.

They made sure thal any men
tion of sleeptalking as a normal
way of napping was quickly erad
icated

And, when sound scientific
studies came out that proved
sleeptalking was largely based
on geneties and the makeup of
one's left cerebral lobe, the fussy
folks ignored them.

The sleeptalkers, however,
weren't about to take this lying
down. Though they had always
been somewhat united as a polit-
ical group, they now saw the
need to trade in their pajamas
for three-plece suilg and hit the

+ Your view/Editor’s Hotline

Throw in red towel
1've just left the alleged foot
ball game vs. Portland State. 1
hope the football team is
ashamed to show their faces on
this campus. Most schools even-
tually have a winner in some-
thing, sometime. Well, I've given

* up. ! throw in my red towel in

shame, and I'm disgraced to be
called a Hilltopper.

Check facts, Herald

This is in regards to the edito-
rial in Tuesday’s paper (Sept. 2D.
1 think that you alt have demon-
strated very poor journalism
slyle because you didn't check
your facts before you presented
an article. This is one of the
basic rules of journalism that

ou somehow forgot to do. If you
{nd checked the facts with SGA

at all, you would baﬁown ll‘:al
the bill had already been vetoed
before you went to press on
Tuesday morning for Tuesday’s
paper. 1 think, in the future, it
would just prove, if you all are

* _ such good award-winning jour-

nalists, if you would cheek your
facts before you print stories.

Editor’s Nele: SGA's executive
council passed the bill Tuesday,
Sept. 20 and had a secret, special
meeting to veto the bill Monday,
Sept. 26.

Like, why do cops
bust keg parties?

Yeah, I, like, think it, like,
really sucksthe way, like, the
police, like, busted up ali the,
like, good keg parties. I mean,
why can't they just, like, get lives
of their own. I mean, God.
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streets, sending out their side of
the story: that sleeptalkers are
human beings and should be
treated that way in business, pol-
itics and everyday life.

1t all came down to a debate
attended by every person in the
land (they had a very large lown
halb.

Commentary

Councilman Togib began the
debate by explaining that he and
his associates felt the way they
did because of what was writlen
down centuries ago in one of
their religious guides (in this
case, “The Book of Quieter
Sleeping According to King
LLLLL™).

The slecptalkers reasoned
that their God accepted all who
were peacemakers.

Togib, becoming fMustered,
said sleeptalkers were against
the American family. A woman
in the audience rose, proclaimed
herself a sleeptalker and pointed

to her three kids, who all
appeared well-rested. As Togib
was about to bring up the partic-
ularly sticky subject of sleeptalk:
ers in the fire department, a loud
noise came from the audience.

Security men dived for Togib,
fearing it was a gunshot, but they
relaxed when they realized it
was just a particularly audible
snore,

A look of rage appeared on
Togib's face. If there was one
thing he hated worse than
sleeptalkers, it was snorers As
Togib stiffly pointed an accusing
finger towards the snorer, the
man woke up, yawned and spoke.

“Geez," the snorer said, clear-
ing drool from the side of his
mouth. “I'm tired. Can’t we all
just accepl each other so 1 can go
Lo bied?”

And with that, everybody In
thal enormous town hall slowly
turned toward their neighbor
Their original looks of bewilder-
ment became those of serious
study and then unbridled joy. It
was so simple a concept, they
wondered why they’'d never
grasped it before.

They found themselves grasp
ing each other in one gigantic
hug that spread across the room
like a wave. Councilman Togib
shufMed away in a hull, unescort
cd by his wife, who was now
embracing a sleeptalker in a
frilly chiffon nightgown.

In the following months, the

+ Your viqw/Letters to the Editor
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They say something was coded
there, beyond the view of human

eyes.

My parents didnt even know 1
was to be,

But already I was me.

As a child the world said | was

wrong:

My school books, my family,
my friends. X

So 1 pushed it down, pretend- :
ed it wasn't there and held itin
(surely it would go away')

When | was an adolescent

1t starting oozing out of my
heart onto my best friend,

But I cleaned up the mess
around me,

And sewed up my heart, hid-
ing again.

What no one wanted o see —

What I'd begun Lo view as a
totally physical, dark thing.

When I was a young adult, 1
embraced a loving God,

But those who also embraced
him told me to cauterize my
heart shut. .

They said that wasnt the real

f

me,

Only the carnality,

But when | matured | realized
that Jerry Falwell had never met

you.

He'd never kissed your lips,
he and countless others who
judged me, had never caught
their breath or had their palms
sweal when you walked into the
room.

So 1 tore away the stitches,

And poured oul the contents
of my heart on your doorstep
where you quickly swept them
away.

Now you're gone, bul the scars
you left were left on a new heart,
a beautiful, real me.

1 don't want to stitch it up any
more, and in reality, no con
straints would hold it.

1 dont want to hear, “You're
wrong,” anymore from people
who have no clue.

1 wanl lo wWear a Sign announc-
ing to the world that this is who 1
am and who | am isn't just all
right — I's DAMNED GOOD!

And I want to fight, tooth and
nail if necessary, o make sure
the moral doctors don’t butcher
young hearts with their stitchery
and cauterization — that all of us
are free to be who weare in
eyery job, in every city, in every
classroom and in every home.

Marybeth Complon
Bowling Creen freshman

Gay and proud

Ladies and gentlemen, let me
take a moment to introduce you
1o Western's lesbian, gay and
bi \ te 14 d

them to you now because Oct. 11
is commonly recognized as
National Coming Out Day. It is on
this date that lesbians, gays and
bisexuals do what they can on
some level to let heterosexuals
know that they do exist and have
a place in sociely.

Lots of strategies and ideas
have been proposed as to how Lo

LOCK THE DOOR..

talk about acceptance

sleeptalkers continued to gain
acceptance. Employment. and
housing-fairness laws were
passed. Sleeptalkers who once
avoided overnights at friends’
houses for fear they'd “find out”
could pack toothpaste and pillow
with pride

The sleeptalkers even decid
ed they would have a day of the
year set aside when it would be
OK to celebrate what they were

They originally chose Oct. 11
but found that day was alrcady
being celebrated as National
Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual
Coming Out Day.

So in the interest of those who
both lived an alternalive
lifestyle (already long-accepted
by people in the land) and
sleeptalked, they decided
National Sleeptalkers Day would
be Oct. 12

Slecptalkers across the coun
try celebrated with rallies and
walks, happy that their day of
equality had finally arrived
Their smiles continued when
they retired to bed that evening,
cach one content that they could
sleep (and talk) in peace.

Even Councilman Togib (who
was losing in his November re
clection bid) was sleeping well
that night. And anyone who
passed by his window could hear
something that sounded like
mumbling, a garbled “Amen” ris
ing from the depths of his donng
throat

me ask you how many times les
bians and gays have advertised
their wedding or held hands in
public right here in Bowling
Green. Now, who's flaunting
who's sexuality.

And to those other bigots who
say queers should stay in the
closet, I say fine. I'll go backin
mine if you go first.

I'm sure that there are some
of you fuming about my procla-
mation and would love to talk
more about this issue. 1 suggest
instead of taking up space in the
Herald that you come and see¢ us
personally on Oct. 20 at Tp.m.in
Grise Auditorium, where an open
panel discussion will take place

Larry Broun
Lambda Society president
Bowling Green semior

Thanks for the offer

1 would like to thank Kevin
Kinney for his kind offer to assist
Facilities Management in the *
care of campus grounds (Herald,
Sept. 29). Mr. Kinney and any
other students who share his
enthusiasm for campus care are
invited to join our student work
force by contacting the Student
Employment OMcer in the OMce
of Student Financial Assistance.
We currently have a number of
openings in buildings and

plish this, and I thought I'd
save some time and say “Boo™ to
all of the heterosexuals in their
own little boxy world. | would
like you to meet your first gay
person, me. And for those who
don't know what 1 look like, be
careful with your jeers and slurs.
1 could be sitting beside you
right now.

And before the bigots out
there start saying4hat I'm throw
Ing my sexudlity in your face, let

»

g which are
available for any qualified stu
dent who wishes to apply. Tam
confident that the strengthening
of the student work force in
Facilities Management will go a
long way towards meeting many
of the challenges which this

depariment faces. B
Brendan Bowen
Director of Administrative Services,
Department of Facilities
Management



