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October 4, 1994

BETTER THAN GETTING
FOUR DAYS OFF

T wat op )
fOR TWO NONTHS
OF

PROCRASIT IW N,

+ Your vneg/@ditor’g Hot]ine

SGA ‘horribly weak’

The student government is the
weakest organization here on the
campus at Western Kentucky
University. 1 was a member at
the start of the year of SGA. and
now I'm going to drop out
because they don't know how to
make a decision. It gocs back tp
the saying, “Fail to plan and you
plan to "

That's exactly what the SGA
has doac this ycar They've
passed a couple of bills now
without even thinkipg aboul it
Just like the Homeconng deal,
they didn't think about 1t before
what would happen afterwards
Now they're falling miscrably

Nobody cares and cverybody
thinks it's a joke of an organiza
tion. Now SGA is failing miser
ably and it's a horribly weak
organization %

Athletes treated
unfairly by paper

| want to know why those five
guys that were in @ fight this
weekend (Hlerald, Sept. 20)
wekanb repuried as-being in a
fratenaily, whercas sfangshlele
docs anything on this campus
it's bill-boarded all over the
paper.

Too many Greeks
in Spirit Masters

1'd like to comment en the fact
that the Spirit Mastgrs who
represent Western Kentucky are
primarily Greeks. I think this is
terrible. Greeks make up a
minority of our dent
population and they should be
representative in the student
ambassadors from this
university.

First Baptist not
very Christ-like

I'm responding to the article
on First Baptist Church (llerald,
Sept. 20). It really is shocking
that they would spend $9.1
million on a building for them to
get together when we have
people who are homeless in our
strects, people who are dying of
cancer and of AIDS in our town
who have nowhere to live and
who cannot gebifealth care.

They could have built.a nice
sanctuary for $2-3 million and
that would have made a very nice

—

building. And they could have
taken the other $5 million, built
a homeless shelter and run that
shelter for years to come just off
the interest of

that trust
fund | think ’
it's a shame Epmor’s
that people HOTLINE
who are
supposed o

=

7454874

be Christ-like
do not follow
1lis example

In ~he
Bible it says
that you are to
leave the worldly possessions
behind and help those who are
in necd. If they want to be more
like Him and follow His ways,
they need to look at what they
really nced to be doing instcad
of the self-rightcousness and
sell-absorbtion that they are
displaying

Hooray for Curtis

I'd just like to give three
cheers lo Stacy Curtis. His
editorial cartoons are great.
After all, they are editorial

. cartoons. “Painted Fences™ is a

-

wue reflection of Whis eampus By
the way, I'm a middle-aged
professional woman.

Parking wrong way
no reason for ticket

Today, | went to my car and 1
was expecting to leave, but 1
found a ticket on my windshield.
And when 1 looked lo see what
was wrong. 1 found out | had
parked the wrong way Now, 1
can understand if | parked in a
lot in the wrong zone or ifl
didn't have a permit, but 1 was
parked the wrong way. 1 think
the Department of Public Safety
could find something clse better
to do with their time than to put
parking tickels on cars that are
parked the wrong way

Don't change mascot

1 was calling about Alex
Rose's last article (Herald, Sept.
22). 1 believe he needs to do a
little  history-secking and
understand why we're called the
Hilltloppers. Then maybe he
wouldn't want to bother
President  Meredith  about
changing the name. ll¢ needs to
take a little more pride in his
school and read up on it

c: Herald

Wave-caressed  beaches,
historie buildings and canopied
nature trails filled my vacation
this summer, but the most
impressive sight Tor me was
along Interstate 64 casl some
where near the Morchead exit

No, it wasn't roadkill du jour
Or an casy-access tomato/giant
fircworks stand, but a young
man, probably not much older
than me. He was shirtless and
running at a quick pace, and a
small car followed @ few
hundred fect behind

Our van sped past oo quickly
for us to discern most of the
words scrawled in shaving cream
on the car, but ! could make out
“tribe” and the acronym “AIM”
scrawled on the side.

As my father continucd down
the interstate, 1 realized that this
young man and his assoclates in
the car were part of the
American Indian Movement, and
his run was probably designed to
promotle awarencss of that
group's struggle for cultural and
political acceptance.

I had heard that the Free

Leonard Peftier March, an inter

(gLhte walk in hunor of a much:

publicized American Indian,
political prisoper, was ROINR
through the Midsouth sometime
thal summer

Butl because we whirred by
the group so quickly (something
about our motel not being
guaranteed), 1 would be leftin
suspense as to whether this
determined (and swealy) athlete
was part of that march.

| saw one more runner during
the course of the morning’s
drive, but once again 1 couldn’t
catch the writing Suddenly, it
became a game for me. | would
look forward around every
corner, wondering if another
runner was around the bend

By the time West Virginia's
crowded valleys appeared and
the highway became less
hospitable for a pedestrian, 1
realized 1 had seen my quota of
personified activism for the day.

In the motel room, three
hours of car-lag later, 1 couldn’t
help fecling remorse for making
the whole thing into some
childish game. After all, what
these proud men and women are

you r

fighting for is no game — iws a
struggle for life and an
acceptance of their culture and
of themselves. ~

The issue of American Indian
awareness came into vogue two
years ago with the protests
against the glorification of the
500th anniversary of Columbus’
~discovery” of America.

As Columbus Day returns
Monday, it's still fresh on the
minds of those who wince
whenever the term “discovery”™
15 associated with good ol’ Chris.

They prefer a newer catch
phrase than “Columbus sailed
the ocean blue...” Their anthem
is “Columbus didn’t discover
America; he invaded it.”

Ray Young Bear, of the
Mesquakie people,was one of
those who took issue with the

1992 festivities in an essay from

the collection “Without
Discovery” (Broken Moon Press,
1992). While all the celebrations
have lauded American tech
nology and achievements, he
writes, “no one can ever under-
line firmly enough the inex-
cusable disrespect for humanity
that has taken place through my
grandfathers

“And in onc way or another,”
Young Bear continues, “we are
all caught in the middle,
stagnating.”

That's what upsets some
people the most about the
American Indian situation, that
the descendants of those whom
Columbus and his followers
enslaved, raped and tortured are
still walking (OF running across)
this Farth

Their lives didn't end with the
fronticrsmen's extermination of
the bufTalo of the cancellation of
“Gunsmoke.” The re still
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charged fral  boys, thus
empowering her in a way which
no feminist movement cver
could. Silly me.

How anyone cxpects an
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lightened campus in the midst
of these double standards is
beyond me. Maybe “Miss
Watermelon Bust” can explain it
to me. I'm sure she was only
chosen for her high intelligence
and excellent communications
skills. 1 didnt write the articles,
people. I'm just here to point out
the stupidity.
) M. Sean Molley
semior from Manietta, Ga.

Vote for Kafoglis

In light of our state
government's regular political
scandals, we often take for
granted Kentucky's elected
officials who serve their terms
honorably Thcsc‘nrc public

servants who are truly dedicated
Lo their constituents and not to a
seif-serving personal agenda

Dr. Nick Kafoglis has been
our state stnator for two terms

“lonesty” and “integrity” are.

not campaign buzzwords for Sen
Kafoglis but arc personal
commitments for which he has
tirclessly worked during his
tenure. In the Senate, Dr. “K”
supported and passed legislation
to require complete financial
disclosure and to lower and limit
political action committees’
contribution.

Dr. Kafoglis has been a
continuous supporter of tough
crime legislation. In addition t¢
his sponsorship of tough, anti-
drug legislation, Dr. Kafoglis has
supported Jaumerous laws
against stalking, spouse abuse,
pornography and  sexual
abuse.Of special interest to
Western facully and students, Dr
K has worked in the state Senate
to improve higher education He

! by their culture and he!

unning from, for?

around, with many of those on
reservations still feeling the
effects of 500 years of
indifference: poverty, alcohol
ism, gambiing and crime.

Those that don't live in
reservations (yes, Virginia, there
is even an American Indian
community right here at
Western) face a fate equally as
bad: isolation from both the
culture of their birth and the
culture in which they live

Though nothing can really be
done to "make up” for the
disagrecable heritage of gen
ocide and bigotry, there are ways
to recognize the achievements of
American Indians and their
place in the sociely

We can start by getting rid of
inscnsitive expressions Itke *
on the fith-grade totem pole.” 1f
that sounds familiar, it's because
1 wrote that in my first column
this semester and recently had 1t
brought 1o my attertion

1'd temporanily forgotten my
goal in “the race of life™ to be
accepling of others as ndivid
uals enriched, yet not ligded,
age
L1As Golymbys Day ralls
around ncn‘n.‘\\'l\h teachers only
recehtly Deginning to set the
record straight about Native
American history and-identity
(and some still resisting the
truth), certain questions arise
which transcend a certain
culture or tribe

The answers to these
questions not only reaffirm a
commitment to Nauive American
awareness, they reinforce our
oneness with each other and the
Earth so prevalent in nalive
peoples’ writings and songs

What are we runniog from” A

tradition of ignorance, apathy

and persecution of indigenous
cultures across the world

What are we running for? A
new age where the strengths of
an individual and a culture,
particularly those in tune with
the ways of the nature, arc
recognized and appreciated, not
at the expense of any other

What happens if we stop short
of this goal? We do more than
lose the “race of life"; we forfeit
our right to be present at the
starting whistle .

assisted 1n the revitalization of
the Preston  Health  and
Activities Center and Potter Hall
renovation Dr. Kafoglis has been
a prominent community leader
my entire lifetime — 30 years
Over that lifetime, 1 have heard
countless derogatory remarks
made concerning our elected
officials. Dr. K and one other
prove to be the exception when
it comes to criticism | have often
overheard. When the name
“Kafoglis” comes up the
comment is often made, “Well,
he's one of the good ones.™ A
scemingly simple, understated
5 t that speaks vol
The only other official I have
heard commented on in the same
manner was the late William
Natcher. 1 urge you to go to the
polls on election day, Nov. 8, and
pull the lever for one of the
“good ones.” Vole for Dr
Kafoglis for state senator.”
Chnisty Smith
Western alumna




