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December 8, 1994

FIDDLING Aﬁdﬂﬁm

By AntHony J. HowaRro

Joel Whittinghill has won so
many awards that the 21-year-old
music major somelimes gets con-
fused.

“Let's see, I'm a three-state
champ in guitar, a five-state
champ in the mandolin and four-
state champ in the fiddle. Right
npw I'm the Kentucky state
champ in all three,” the
Fordsville senior sald. “At least I
think | am. Sometimes it's hard
to keep them all straight.”

One title he doesn't have trou-
ble remembering is his mosi
recent one. Two weeks ago, he
competed in a national fiddlers
convention and brought home a
second-place trophy and a check
for $600. He plans to use the
money the way he uses all his
prize money.

“Playing the fiddle has paid
my way through college,” he said.

Whittinghill's music career
began when he was 9. He started
with the mandolin, which looks
like a small guitar, as a way ‘o
stand out in his large family.

“1 thought it was neat. I have
three older sisters and a younger
brother, and we shared every-
thing,” he said. “We shared beds
and baths and everything. This
was something 1 could do on my
own.”

Joel was 12 when he entered
and won his first national compe-
tition. He had been playing the
guitar for only a year when he
won in that category and in the
banjo category, as well as plac-
ing second in dobro, which looks
like “a guitar with a hubcap on
it,” and third in mandolin. He
accomplished this without any
formal training. ~ :

Staff salary survey being conducted

By Touva Roov

It measures everything from

Herald

*1 learned from tapes and
records,” he said. “I never took
formal lessons. 1 learned malnly
from one old man who taught me
how to play the mandolin. He'd
come over after school and we'd
sit on the front porfb and play
till eight or nine at night. It was &
pretty good way to learn.”

Whittinghill credits his sister
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“We do a lot of
practicing together.
I automaticall
know what he’s
going to do.”
— Anita
Whittinghill
" Fordsville junior

* Musician pays fo

Anita for his success. He said she
olten plays backup guitar for him
during competitions and plags in
his band. His brother, JefT, plays
the upright bass and Byron
Sowders plays the dobro and
banjo in Whitlinghill's band, The
New Generation.

His sister's familiarity with
his music, as well as being an
excellent guitarist, makes her a
real asset, Whittinghill said.

Anita Whittinghill, a junior, is
quick to agree.

“I've definitely contributed to
his success,” she says. “We do a
lot of practicing together. I auto-
matically know what he's going
to do.”

fessor.
Myers sald they are helping
with the survey at the request of

; of dutjes E.',h!‘*f‘\‘ﬂm wniyegsity salary committee.
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T/ staff salary sdivey Iz being
condueted by three prof s,
Robert Reber, associate manage-
“ment professor; Psychology pro-
fessor Betsy Shoenfelt; and Dan
Myers, assoclate economics pro-

© s e survey will be

to see
If salaries at Western are In line
with other univessities and the
working world, Shoenfelt sald.
“We're trying to find out how
Western's pay structures com-
pare to the market,” Reber sald.

Although she says they fight
sometimes, “It's been great hav-
ing him here because you have
someone 1o talk to, a shoulder to
leanon.”

The New Generation has
played throughout the region,
Whiltinghill said, including once
at a symposium on native
Kentucky music hosted by Sam
McFarland, head of Western's
honors program.

“Joel is the real thing"
McFarland sald. “He was so good
he was asked to perform at the
Southern Regional Honors
Council in Louisville last year.”

Few bluegrass groupies

Joel Whittinghill said blue-
grass music Is experiencing an
upswing in popularity, thanks
partly to its relationship to coun-
try music. Although most regular
fans of bluegrass are older, many
lovers of country seem to enjoy
getting back to the roots of their
favorite music, he said.

Belng in a bluegrass band isa |

little different from other bands.
Joel Whittinghill laughs when
grouples are mentioned

“The mental image of 10 or 15
screaming 50-year-old women is
kind of scary. Seriously| though,
music is hard work.
get to work elght hours and then
go home and watch television.
You work your shows and then
you have to practice all night.”

Joel Whittinghill hopes to
someday support himself with
music, hopefully as a studlo
musiclan. Meanwhile, he pays for
college.

The New Generation will per-
form Deec. 31 at “First Night—
Bowling Green '95—A New Year's
Eve Celebration of the Arts,”
starting around 9 p.m.

Linda Tweedy, executive sec-
retary for the vice president of
Student Affalirs, said she thinks
it will help keep the universily
in good comparison with others.

“I feel it will be used to help
us,” Tweedy sald. ’

The university should make
adjustments where necessary,
Myers sald.

Staff Regent Joy Grambling
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y cbllege with prizemoney

photo by Axthony J. Howard

Joel Whittinghill has been playing music since he was 9 years
old. The 21-year-old senior plays the fiddle, mandglin, dobro and
guitdr. Prize money from competitions and performing has

helped him pay for coliege.

sald to keep the university com-
petitive and qualified people
here, ‘we need to see where we
are periodically.’

The survey was a good idea, ir
they follow through with it, said
Alicia Burns, community college
senior administrative secretary.

Denise Garner, secretary for
teacher admihistration, said the
survey Is necessary and a step in

to lead Western in ‘right direction’

the right direction

] think the salaries here for
secretaries and clerks are hard
to get by on,” Garner said. "We
should get paid what other com-
parable universities are paying.”

Reber said they are siill col-
lecting data to be analyzed.

“We hope to get Lthe dala ana-
Iyzed before we have to leave for
Christmas,” Shoenfell said.

4

5 MOUNTAIN RESORT

NATB February 10-12

shoe

Question

The

Knowledge-

A FLM BY JOHN SINGLETON

HlGHES

OLUMBIA PICTURES peesents

107

3 M.‘:.-rS;? C AN[W ﬂ[M PRODUCTION
E(‘)") er adultogltﬁf)f 12 and und ! o Slﬂﬁl[!ﬂN
p2oV9 per ndu't m(‘y b er) HIGHER LEARNING

s ANBERCOMELY 0 B
OHAR 95 MEAKERAPER
ARSI SHANGN
e LAUEAE SR
=S4 (N
sy DN WILUMS
v N LN o ALK

e SNEETN

At Theatres Soon

and bus transportation to and from the slopes.

Deadline for registration:
Saturday, January 15, 8:00 p.m.

Trip Limited To 40 People.

First Come, First Serve. "

For more info call

842-6211




