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Guatemala tragedy painful, unforgettable

Juana Ranirez sat silently in
her chair. She had nething to
say

Her son was dead, and all she
could do was watch. Her efforts
Lo save him hadn't paid off

It isn‘t easy to get to a hospi
tal at 10:30 p.m. when vou live 1
1/2 by boat, then two hours by
car from the nearest hospital

Especially when you don’t
have a car — or a boat .

She did what she could and
waited until the next norning to
get to the
hospital in
Puerto
Barrios. But
that was too
late for
Ezekiel
Orlando

He died at
8:13 am. Jan
21 from a rat
tlesnake bite

He was 3

It's amaz
ing how watching someone die
can affect you. It makes you feel
like a part of you has died, too
Even if you don't know the per
son, a part of you does - the part
that has feelings

That's what happened to me
that morning.

My method, of coping with
Ezekiel's death was to stare into
space like Juana did. It was eas
jer that way. | didn't have to
think about it. I could push it
out of my mind until later?

But later came much sooner
than 1 imagined 1 found that 1
couldn’'t push it out of my mind
1 didn't know how. I still don't

I remember the desolate hos-
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ing sounds of babies rhythmical-
ly crying ‘Some of them
screamed for their mothers,
athers cried to be fed

Ezekiel would never cry
again. He oculd never ask for
his mothgr ne; would he ever
need to by lud

Juana sat less than a foot
away from her son's lifeless
body. My friend Carrie and &
stood less than that away from
her.

For an eternity, no one said
anything.o. A
lot can happen
in 10 hours
People die in
10 hours
Ezekiel died in
10 hours

He died in a
run-down hos
pital in
Guatemala
with his moth-
er and two
Americans by

his side
He died because the first
hospital he went to couldn’t do

.anything to help him They sent

him to the Hospital Infantile
hoping maybe he could receive
treatment. But he didn’t
because the doctors couldn’t
help a snake bite victim

In the end, no one could

The ddctor later told Juana
that ‘had she been able to bring
Ezekiel in carlier, he would
have had a chance

Guilt was the last thing this
mother needed, Wasn't grief
enough? Wasn't seeing her child
blue with death enough”

No one came to
Ezekiel from the table where he

remove

Waiting for a ride home, Juana Ranirez stands outside U
Barrios, Guatemala . A casket lie

s in the background hol

who died from a ratUesnake bite 'the previous evening.

died. His body remained vnthe
table for everyone to see¢ For
everyone to mourn

Except no one did

No one noticed that this child
was no longer living

No one noticed that this
mother was dying, too

Between wiping away her |

tears, Juana had to wipe away
the flies that were drawn to her
son's already swelhing body
Now yellow with death
Ezekiel had become cold and

stiff. And so had |

The reality of his death was
setting in [ couldn’t keep my
tears back any longer

And so I didn't

I wish [ could say they
healed me, but they aridn’t
Every day | have gone back to
Jan 21, and every day I remem
ber something mo

How his arm was swollen
and blue Hpw you could see
the fang marks on his right
hand How. for a while, Julna
didn’t cry And then how she

Came Pratt/Herald

he morgue at Hospital Infantle in Pueno
ding the body of 3-year-old Ezekiel Orlando,

did, How she couldn’t undey
\pnd a word 1 said to her How
itdidn’'t matter

All that mattered to her at
that moment was her son was
dead. At 19 and expecting hyr
third child, Juana was prepar
ing to bury her first

His name was Ezekiel
Orlando. Hjs life ended at 813
am. Jan 21 He wasd

Editor's note: Cara VanWinkie
s a sentor public relatior
urnalism double

and
print
from Eminence

pital room filled with the piere
. v
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America can’t afford to repeat
past mistakes; solve problem now

Once upon a time there was a con
quered nation. This nation thumbed its
nose at the rules and regulations set up
by the organization of nations that con
quered it This nation began stockpiling
weapons of mass destruction and
weapons capable of all sorts of atroci
ties

The organization of nations did noth
ing because its hands
were tied by inde¢i
sion and torn alle-
giances. Gur own
nation sat idly by and
did nothing because
many people didnt
want to be a “bully”
These people felt we
should stay outof it It
was on the other side
of the world, and it
wasn't our problem

Sound familiar?
well it should. Thisis a description of
our current problem with Saddam
Hussein, and it also describes another
world leader turned bully, Adolf Hitler
Hitler disavowed the League of Nations
by rearming Germany and invading the
Rhineland. Hussein has disregarded the
rules of the United Nations and 1s stock
piling cherhical an 1 biological weapons

The difference between the two 1s
that we can stop Saddam now before he
has the chance to get even more power
ful. If he is allowed to continue building
his arsenal, then we may very well wake
up some morning with an outbreak of
anthrax or some other biological conecoc
tion he has cooked up Then it will be
too late

Kelley
Lynn

Commentary

the field of psychology

1 & bully who gets what

-~

he wants will only become more greedy
wanting more and more. * |

When Hitler marched through
Europe, each time he conquered a nation
he signed treaties with the surrounding
nations, stating he would go no further
and would leave them alone The ink
wasn't even dry before he invaded one of
the countries he had a treaty with. He
L repeated this whole

# pack of lies until he

owned most of Europe
This is the very thing we
must refuse to do with
_Saddam Hussein If we
[ back down from our
original position, he
will gain strength and
readjust his desires to
the next forbidden con
quest until he gets it —
and so on. We must

make a stand

I'm not a warmonger — far from it 1
still vividly remember watching bodies
being unloaded from transport planes
returming from Vietnam 1 also remem
ber hearing tales told oy my uncles who
served in World Way 11 and visiting the
graves of those who didn't return War s
not glamorous, war is hell. But if we must
fight, let's do it now while the threat s
relatively small and the battle is on for
eign ground and not our own

Philosopher George Santa '.n.u once
said those who do not remember the past
are doomed to repeat it Let's notr
the mistakes we made with Hitler
because this ime we might not win

£ditor's note: Kelley Lynn i o senior

print Journalism mayor from Paducah
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ews on what to do about Iraq

Unprovoked attack would make
America no better than enemy

Here we o again Bombs over
Baghdad Where are Hob Dylan, Peter
Paul and Mary and Simon Garfunkel
when we need them”

The United States has announced it
may bomb Iraq because Saddam Hugsein
is not allowing U N weapons inspeesors
full access to [raqi facilities It was
réported on ABC News thatthe UN
weapons inspection
team has uncovered and
destroyed 10 times the
amount of weapons of
mass destruction than
was destroyed during the

Gulf.War. 1f this 15 trué Dave
then the inspection team

1s doing a good Job. Why Enyar'
do we want to lob some C tary
more bombs and mis ommeniary

siles at Iraq?

I know Saddam 15 a
bully and needs to be closely watched
but | am also suspicious any time both
sides of the American political spectrum
agree on an isséc 1 want someone o
stand up and ask ‘whatif? 1 wish people’
would be more enitical thinkers and ques/
tion the effectiveness of a course action,
rather than simply saying oK

During the Gulf War we hurtled a few
hundred million dollars’ worth of bombs
and muasiles into lraq We turned a lot of
sand into glass, but by and large our
bombing campaign was ineffective. Had 1t
been effective, the destruction of lmq\
weappnry would have beén more com
plete Secretary of Defense Willhidm
Cohen has admitted that a new bombing
campaig! would oniy have himated effect

similar to our campaign of 1991

What will the United States obtan” A
\ion for prcking on smalker
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nations? Justification for Saddam to
launch his own brand of tesrorism direct
ed against the United States? Imagine this
We bomb Irag, and the next morning half
of New York City 1s dead from the release
of anthrax, We should not allow fear to
dictate our actions nor should we allow a
small bully nation like Iraq to propel us
into launching an unprovoked attack

1 heard Iraq has

#_ enough weapons of mass

destruction to destroy
the city of Tel Aviv. S0
the ball should be in
Israel’s court or in that
of other Arabian nations
threatened by Saddam
To justify military
action, a threat real or
perceived must exist Is
there any real threat to
the United States? No

The current missiles possessed by Iraq
do not have the range capable of stnking
the United States. The only threat that
exists is to other Arab states and Israel
who have no protest against Iraq. Saudi
Arabia, a major US. aily during the Gu!f
War. has refused to allow US. war planes
1o attack Iraq from its bases. |

We must question several points Why
don't most Arab nations perceive a threat
from Iraq” If they do, wiiy aren'tthey 1n
favor of military action” Why are thete no
other NATO mations, except Great Britain
in favor of military sction against Iraq”
What can be ganed from a strike adoat
ted by Cohett, to be of hmited damage t
Iraq’s capabilities? Do we nee d 1 in i
reputation of being & terrofist rogud
vully”

Editor's note.
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