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Population growth slowing

Despite common per:eyuon'l that the pace of the
world's population growth is spiraling out of con
trol, wemen around the globe are having fewer chil
dren than their mothers and the birth rate is now
declining in every nation on the phnelA 3

Today is the ~“Day of 6 Biktion” — designated by
the United Nations as the likely day when a new
born child will raise the Earth’s population to 6 bil
lion. No one actually knows when, or where, that 6
billionth person will be born

While the number of people inhabiting the Earth
continues to grow and put inordinate stresses on its
natural resources, demographers agree that the
pace is slowing substantially

The UN now projects that as mere people move
to urban areas and choose to have fewer childre:
population will peak — most likely, around 10 bil
lion

Many people would be surprised to learn that
the growth rate is declining People think it's out of
control, that population is Rrowing like cancer
said Thomas Buettner, a demographer who is the
United Nations' population affairs officer

“But 1f you look hard, you see many Signs that not
only suggest the possibility but are backed by
some very sohid science — that stabilization will
occur - of go into the negative

For new. though, population increase is far from
over The latest billion was reached more rapidly
than any time in history ~ it took only a dozen
wears Yet the population 1s now Rrowing byonly 13
percent per year — considerably slower than the 2
percent peak in the late. 1960s — and the United
Nations projects it will most likely slow to 0.3 pej
cont in 2050

Experts say decisions by individuals to have
ter families, and to delay their pregnancies, are
mary factors putting the brakes on the popu
Re
« are controlling their own hives more and
impacts on the nymber of children‘we
Huettner said “We have virtually no coyntry
t has not started at least a modest fertul

Tave

ATy MOTE
iy decline 5

Urbanization and wider access to birth contrdl
are the main reasons why woman can make the
choice to have fewer chuldren. As people move from
rural farm areas to urban pnes, thiey need fewer
hands 1o help with the manual labor

Also. more women have pay:ng jobs and greater

ess 10 education, contraception and family plan

ning  a!l factors which usually lead to fewer chil
drea and  later start in pregnancies.

How quickly the population stabilizes will be
largely up to the world's. 1 billion teen-agers,
Eavironmental activists and the UN. Population
Fund say they need wider availability of family
planning and coptrace,

“In every n‘t,han surveyed, when women are
asked how masy children they'd like to have, it's
generaily lower than what they actually have,” said
Brian Halweil, "2 staff researcher at Worldwatch.
“But many people still lack the most basic social
services like contraception, which allow people to
control their own reproductive destiny.”

— The LA Times

Planet Hollywood files for bankruptcy

Hoping to end its bankruptey drama as a smaller
but profitable company, Planet Hollywood
International closed nine of its company ou‘ned
restaurants Monday. .

Planet Hollywood had owned 32 U S restaurants
before the closures, which are part of a prepackaged
reorganization worked out with its creditors. The
chain, which announced in August that it would pare

,unprofitable sites, said it will make its formal

Chapter 11 bankruptcy filing Tuesday in bankruptey
court in Delaware

Planet Hollywood closed restaurants in Chicago,
Fort Lauderdale; Gurnee, Ill Houston,
Indianapolis, Mau, Miams, Phoenix, Ariz; and Santa
Ana, Calif

One or two more sites could be closed depending
on negotiations to win more favorable terms from
landlords, Ear) said. He would not say if one is
Beverly Hills, where the company has ¢ lained it
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Students vote for R&B

Rhythm and blues music
topped a student poll conducted
last week by the Student
Government Association to find
the type of eatertainment they*
A would most like to see at Western

R & 2 was followed by alterna
tive and rap music. On average
the students polled said they
would spend at most between $31
and $35 on tickets.

The poll in Downing
University Center on Thursday
afternoon resulted from a cam
paign promise by SGA President

Amanda Coates to get stydent
input on pertinent issues. The 98
students who voted were reward-
ed.with a free soft drink from
Aramark.

Coates said last year she
hoped to bring Dave Matthews to
campus.

Student voles were split over
whether Western should have one
big performer or several smaller

" acts. Forty-two students voted for

having one_big barid come to cam

pus while 52 voted for having *

more lesser-known bands play
) — Caroline Lynch

link e Intemet resources cited

Time

Date
Wed. Oct. 13 34p.m.
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WESTERN
KENTUCKY
UNIVERSITY

TOPCAT 2000 WORKSHOPS
for WKU faculty, staff and students

Loam how 10 use the new features of WKU Libraries’ state of tho ad
web-based catalog, TOPCAT 2000. *Point and Click” o search the
Libraries’ holdings; print, e-mail or download results; and seamiossly

All workshops will be in Helm Library Room 108. Registration
For more information contact:

Insiructor
. Bryan Carson

Unienrsy Libraries
Rotarerce Office
(270)745-8115 or
web.reference @ wiku.edu

15 hampered by a city prohibition on late night
liquor sales

Despite backing from celebrities such as Bruce
Willis, Arnold Schwarzenegger and Sylvester
Stallone — who received stock in return for promo-
tional work — the chain has suffered from declining
year te-year sales at many Jlocations Sales of Planet
Hollywood T-shirts and other merchandise, which
account for a quarter of revenues, also have fallen

Planet Hollywood went public at $18 a share 1in
1996 and traded as high as $28.50. Trading was sus
pended in August with shares at 75 cents

- LA Times

Crime: DUIs make b"ig. jump on campus

that

Opportux‘lityl

Join our feam and work with people and
products

We need motivated individuals_like you for
Seasonal as well as Full & Part-Time posi-

really rock.

Continuce F

pared to 103 The number of
DUls"is an increase of 56 since
1996, when only, 52 arrests were

made for thal crime
Student Government
Assoctation President Amanda
Coates said there 15 nQ excyse
for that many DUls Students can
avoid drunk driving situations by
calling Provide-a-Ride at 782
3570 on Thursday and Friday
nights between 11 pm. and 230
am Provide-a-Ride is an SGA
sponsored, free transportation

=ervice to students
it people would . lake a

But the number of drunk driv
ing charges isn't a concern to
many students on campus

“It's not something | really
think about.” suid Louisvilie
freshman Kelly = 1hecl
“There's always, gopng, to he
drunk drivers Jul no matter
where you are (0 vsua'ly walk
on Thursday anc Friday nights

. anyway "

- Louisville junior Kevin
Embrey doesn't feel alarmed by
crime on campus 1 generally
fael the majority of campus is
well-lit and safe 1can see if any
thing is going to happen because
of the lighting.”

There were no rapes rob
bertes or aggravated assaults
assault causing severe injury)
reported in 1998 The 84 drug
abuse violations doubled
Easteran’s 42. It is the highest
number of drug violations of any
state-owned university

Several students said they
generally feel safe on campus,
but they take some precautions

1| would never walk alone at
night.” said Louisville freshman
Andrea Payne “Sometimes 1
walk alone from Preston to my
room when i get off work stmply
because there’s nobody to walk
with

tions in all areas. To of for
 Bowling Green store ),

ot 1875 Campbell Lane & interview
without leaving home, call the toll-
free number below. When you call,
have your social security number &
the store name & number ready

1-888-3BEST-BUY
{1-888-323-7828)

our

www. b’nbvy.co-

minute to ¢all Provide-a-Ride or
a friend, we could avoid a whole
st of problems,” Coates said -
Swxteen people were charged
~ith simple assault, 13 more
nan in 1998 There were 190
arcenies, or common thefts,
reported o
Students would have a better
chance of preventing larceny or
getting their possessions back if
the items were marked with
identification numbers Campus '
police don't have engravérs
available for student use to mark
property
Capt. Mike Wallace said hall
directors sometimes check:-out
the engravers for residents (n
their halls to use Individuals
can also borrow engravers from
the department by calling or
stopping in
Dgspite ,the increase in
liquor-related crimes, Wesiern is
relatively sober compared to
Eastern Kentucky University,
which has about 500 more stu-
dents Eastern reported 309
liquor law violations in 1998
That figure does include refer-
rals in addition to arrests

Covering Western civilization
since 1925
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Wednesday
$8 All you care to
drink wells

featuring 2 Dance Floors!
Hours: Wednesday - Saturday 8 p.m. to 2 a.m.

Thursday
§2 You-Call-1t
¥o Coverl

Friday
$3.00 Cover

Ladles Night

Lquel Opportenty, e Emplayer ©1999 Best oy o, I

Bowling Green's Premiere Dance Clu?'

Saturday
$5.00 Cover

25( Longnecks t1il 10 p.m. $1.50 Longnecks

unttl 10 p.m.

1812 Loulisville Road
182-9228
www.galaxy2000nightclub.com




