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‘ Jonathon. Kirshner/Herald

Senior guard/froward Jamie Britt, sophomore guard Kristina Covinglon, junior 1orwav3 ShaRae Mansfield, sophomorz guard
B!

Natalie Powers and senior guard-Jaime Walz will lead the Lady Toppers in the 19992000 season

This year’s team is ready to pr

By JERRY BREWER
Herald repoter

with apologies to Watty Piper,
author of “The Lattle Engme that Could”
mu«ywmmmamm
really do
Mthmll.qumm\hunexhohnhlp

players.
mmmmmmmmmu«n
ers on the roster.
mmmmm-mmmm
-mmmmmmm.mm
MMMM'MMMmM
think they can.
Western is The Little Team that Could.

mmumwmw
biue chip recruits. College bas- .
ketball magazines picked
Western to be among the lop

five in the pation.
Western was as high tech as any program could
be at the time n-uafn@lmwlma:lwl

passenger engine.
'l'hemhmhawvnwrdtdrzmnmw
ly as it should have.
wmmmm,mphnnmu\m
mmmmmmvmuwﬁm4m
uwmmdambkby&nch
Steve Small, many of those stars have not been

lemsanudxwkdwholdb-ckxbol
muhmmmxm&mdm.

the Class of 1969, but Western only signed one,
guard Jennifer Shw.vhompwlrd up days
before the fall semester begidn.
mem-mudmmn«ﬂ
mthtyunlnm-.'benptoplehanunew
evaluate the recruiting class that will come in next

Bulhp-bkumdum-:du&pmblcm
“There are only nine scholarship rs this sea-

Meet the Lady Toppers

uﬁdmﬂmwnmm
White for the Lady Toppers this year, check out

ove the doubters wrong

left school because of academic problems.

Whaty left is a small, seemingly unglamorous
team that doesnt impréss many onlookers.

And this is what Western will use o cross a
mountain

Beginning with lomorrow night's exhibition
game, the Lady Toppers will start chugging toward
a successful season.

‘They think they can, they think they can, they
think they can.

Pivotal season

This is a mountainous season becayse the Lady
Toppers, since building the program, Bever hayge
missed the NCAA Tournament in consecutive se:
sons. lnlhc;unl&yun.\*slmhuno(darr
n March only twice — in 199506 and last season

“A lot of people base your whole year ca the
P ~senior g ward Jamie Britt said
“Yeah, we may go 21-7 agiun, but theyll still base
our whole season on whether we make it to the
NCAA Tournament. It's important for us to do that ™

Western doesn't want to be known as a program

See Train, Page 8B

Filling the gaps

mmwmummmmwpum
mﬂw&ms«wrulmmemtolmsmstc("

the profiles of the team, with pregas F wﬂwapEmemwumwu
m‘“mmumwmu Wﬂmmﬂ-hﬂmmuasonloamwm
the games. depth.
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Women's Preview Section 1999

November 4, 1999

un Belt should have another predlctable year

La Tech looks to win
ninth straight title

By R\ AN (M ARK
d reporter

‘ u\‘_‘\ m
Western's campus. And
v Toppers are agan fac
ad in the Sun Belt

s finally dethrome
the goddess
and a Final
year” Can
an NCAA

tournament bid?

First the Lady Tops must
hold their own in the Sun Belt,
which should offer some tough
competition

The Herald has choser its
preseason conference Yl‘lll“'t
and it looks like the ¢ rence
will have agother pr ble
year There could be some bat
tles. but it looks like the biggest
fight 1o the league will be for
second place

¢ Number 1' La-Tech. These
ood. They were 12.0 in

» Sun Belt last year. They've
won, eight straight conference
tit1ds. been to two straight
Final Fours and have a Sun
Belt, Player of the.Year candi
date ‘in senior. Tamicha
Jackson Who's going to say they

Lady Tops have remedy

Team wants to
continue tradition

By JERRY “lll\\!k
Hery

¢ hearc l‘h the damn
t i1l the doubts
;v.nl
th Belmont
rs know peo

nons of

v Western, sto
do about

Feel sorry for themselves?
scipating Try us

ers* Hope you
»o much on that

ser” Hm

when

is runnin
steps

f this

we're going to
1 said. .

Toppers have
ir Sundays
nd

ynflict, no
nior, guard/for

It hasnt
Wehandle

A family searches for
answers
Nu one 1 ain how-this

e w11} play out Everyone
h ¥ the Lady

estern will
lay. Senior
sophomore
Pawers will be the two
But both are coming off

fifferent

at small forward

#t guard

is, another

for doubters — Winning

ters Kenosha Chastang and,
Katie Wuifl

Post _players are always
prome to foul trouble. Western
plans to play a 2.3 zone defense
instead of man-to-man for most
of the game, which could be an
answer for excessive fouling
But all three post players — the
only players the Lady Toppers
have who are 6-footers — must
be crafty while being aggres
sive

We kgow we have to play

hard 1o be- good said
Mansfield, the team’s leading
returning scorer (147 points per
game) .and rebounder 81
rebounds per game) "Maybe it's
because of the numbers or what
ever Weshave the'talent But we
can't slack off a day We have to
play hard

Lady Tops.more than just
stats

If you learned anything last
season..you learned to throw all
logic out when thinking about
the Lady Toppers

Only gne Zhing matters to
members of the Lady Topper
program — sustaining and build
ing upon their rich tradition
you just work hard, you
reate your own identity
Mansfield said “We'll create
eur own identity

Western didn't mrake the
NCAA Tournament for only the

second time in 15 years last
son. but it did post a 217
d despite having six play
ers suffer

can

rec

njuries during the

season
Another pla
point

r. starting
guard Katashia Witc
ach

now an assistant ¢

n aching kn

That kind of resilien

cy. and the NCAA's snubbing of

Western buried that fact at the
end of the season

s

our mouth,” Johnson said “This
year, we know we gotta get back
int tournament and we'g
try our best, which is 2oing to be
tough But we'll be fine

Mansfield predicted We
would make thes
Tournament this season
be there.” she said, unblinking

If the Lady Toppers can g

are this thing out, play with its

tradeniark flair.and urgency
and remain healthy, perhaps
Mansfield will be right

Unlike other seasons, many
don’t think this is possible So
instead of being burdened with
expectation, the only thing
ghing un Western is that It
tie thing on their shoulder It
looks Like a thig

1 think we do have

Mansfield sa

a lot to
We are
Lady Tuppers and not

nme weak team

won't finish first again?

Anybody? 1 didn’t think so

@ Numbers 2-4: This is where
the predicting game gets tricky
The two, three and four spots
will offer the most competition
for the three teams. involved —
Western, Florida International
and Arkansas State

This is also the most impor
tant slot in the conference race./
Last yéar. the Syn Belt only

sent two teams to the NCAA
tournament, the champion and
the-  runner-up. “Florida
International claimed the num
ber two spot in their first year
in the conference, going 93 in
the Sun Belt, while Western fin
ished third after posting an 84
mark

But Arkansas State could be a
slee eper They went to the
women's NIT lagt year after fin
ishing 7-5 in the conference and
they'd like to improve on that
mark

v Number 5 New Orleans
seems to have this spot wrapped
up. The team returns 11 juniors
or seniors from its 4.8 Sun Belt
team last year and looks primed
to make a run at an NIT bid. The
players aren’t good enough to

* run with the big dogs,-but they
won't be content to sit on the
porch either.

¢ Numbers 6.9 The remain-
ing four teams could offer some
excitement, but not by posting
competitive teams

The upper echelon of the con
ference will Yeast on Denver,
Arkansas-Little RRock, South
Alabama . and Louisiana
Lafayette (formerly Southwest
Lbuisiana).

The fun will be to see who has
thé best record out of the group, -
claiming the sixth spot in the
conference, and who has the
worst record, ending up dead
last

That's it. That's the confer
ence in a nutshell. Pretty simple
huh?

These local businesses are proud
- supporters of WKU Basketball

E CIT) LIQUORb
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By JERRY BRKEWER
Herald reporter

When most teams lose an
all-world, all-century. player

” like Chamique Holdsclaw, the

next scason becomes a rebuild-
ing year. Not Tennessee
No Chamique. No problem.
The Lady Volunteers still
have two first team All-
Americans — jupior forward
Tamika Catchings and junior

guard Semeka Randall — in -
their lineup. And if junior guard °

Kristin "Ace™ Clement thrives
as the starting point guard, they

may be playing “Rocky Top™at .

the Final Four in Philadelphia

But don't expect the rest of
the college basketball world to
concede anything to Tennessee.
Expect Connecticut, Rutgers,
lowa ‘State, Notre Dame,
Georgia. North Carolina and
UCLA to all be in the hunt for
the NCAA title

1999-2000
Lady Topper
Roster

No.-42 Jamie Britt
A 5-9 senior guard from
Bowling Green

No. 22 Kenosha Chastang
A 6-4 sophomore center from
Columbus, Ohio

N

No. 4 Alison Cook
A 5-6 sophornore guard from
Elizabethtown

No. 14 Kristina Covington
A 510 sophomore guard from
Elizabethtown

No. 15 Elisha Ford
A 5-8 freshman guard from
Lebanon, Tenn

No. 10 LaVonda Johnson
A 5.6 junior guard from
Bowling Green

No. 45 ShaRae Mansfield
A 6.2 junior forward from
Louisville.

No. 5 Natalie Powers
A 511 sophomore guard from
Owensboro

No. 25 Jennifer Slaughter
A 5-9 freshman guard from
Brownsville

No. 21 Jaime Walz
A 5-11 senior guard from Ft.
Thomas

No. 11 Jana Wright
A 56 sophomore guard from
Franklin, Tenn.

No. 33 Katie Wulf
A 6-3 sophomore center from
Bioominton, Il

Men’s Basketball”
Preview Section

Coming Next Thursday

—

Women's Preview Section 1999

* Volunteers, UConn lead Herald Top 25

1

Page 3B

Meeks are still around.

gmmﬂmm
foeling moek.
sophomor

firmed how good this team is. And
the core players from that team are
back.

postseason coach.
Ruth Riley as the team's dnchor,
expect the iish 1o g0 Geép into. the

u«a...m Miller twins —
Kelly and Coco — are 30 good
they could lead mast any team to at
Iéast the Sweet 18. The two account:
ed for 44.9 percent of Georgla's

last'season.

North Carolina. This team is
Quick, athietic, and it has three
i goto players — Nikki Teasey, Juana
&own and LaQuanda Barksdale.

UCLA. Another glamour team

fn America’s most glamarous

. The Beuins averaged 85.2
wm o geme last season. With

some defense, this could be & Final
mn-m

ltinols. ANl five sunm return

from & 1912 team. Minols for-

ward Tauja Catchings may get a
chance to ruin sister Tamika's nation-
ol tithe hopes, .
Louislana Tech. We know
8ll about La Tech, so why

LSU. Not w-‘ buta
solid team that is well
. Ang Coach Sue Gunter
touted recruit Kesha
Tardy late in‘the signing period.
Aubum. Isn’t there a rule
that says at t four
adtern Conference 'schools
must be in the top 157
Virginla Tech, What's up

About.
Oregon. The bad news for
the Lady Toppers Is they
he Ducks in the second game of
the season. At Oregon. Un oh
Ponn State. Heien Dadling is
§ood. Enough said.

M UK is_aiso chas-

ing the title of best program
in state. We'll find out on Dec. 1
whether Westem Is ready o ghe up
that distinction.

11 players return, Their star, Lynn

Pride, wil be a coveled player in next

spring’s WNBA draft, But will the.

Jayhawks push themselves or setUe

fot another season of being good but
not great?

Purdue. The Boilermakers are

going to struggle as they

their national tite. Expect eight

or nine 10s5es. But with juniors Katie

. Douglas and Camille Cooper, Purdue

should be good by the postseason.

Southwest Missourl State.

You must see guard Jackie

Stiles play, You have been deprived if
you don't.

Arizona. Five players who

averaged 9.7 points a game

or higher return, If the Wiidcats can

develop scyng Septh inside, they'll be
fearsome

Nsraskr. Hi Paul. Good Jo

see you're buliding a strong

program |n Nebraska, Copch

Sanderford ‘S0 el us, when are you

* gedk, but this is definitely a great

going to get this program out of lhc
bottom haif of the Top 257

St Joseph's, This s o good

plays an even better

schedule (Tennessee, Duke and

Stanford among others). It probabdly

means the won-ost record won't be

team.

Florida. Yo, alert the NCAA

selection commitiee! Western

four an 25 teams this sea

Stetlana mwmovn Connecticut
guard/forward
Maytmn Martin, UCLA forward

Jackio Smes Southwest Missourt

guard -
Tasha Pointer, Rutgers guard
Helen Daring. Penn State guard
Lynn Pride, Kansas forward
Ruth Riley, Notre Dame center

Third team

Edwina Brown, Texas guard
Shea Ralph, Connecticut
guard/forward

LaQuanda Barksdale, North
Carchina

forward
Summer Erb, NC State center ¢
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The SunFit Club

“Special Ofter
METABOLIFE 356

$39.95

with this coupon
expires 11:30-99

L_QEX_UBL"MM
782-7171

1608 31W BY%S

-

11:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Oer goos &
1608 31- W Bypass

N\VETTE C
“WE SELL

CITY |

A Busch & Busch Light
] Bud & Bud Light
~Michetob & Michelob Light

Liau
FOR LESS”

"331.99
$24.99
$3199
$31.99

“-“_‘ bottles

12 - pack
Zcormeed § 6,99

Marlboro &
Marlboro Light
King Size
$1.99 pack

b e
Bud & Bud Light
12 oz. bottles 12 -pack

$6.99
Budweiser -

12 oz. NR Bottles

VETTE CIT

12 - pack $6 99
C. i
SME(E;;:‘S ‘1 Bacardi E&J
it rum | Brandy
A 750 ml. 7s0m g 750 mi
7 $11.99 ‘:.,. s8.99| $7.99
i CJ -
o ik Davzg | Makers
Wﬂim m b2 Mark
750 ml. 750 ml. 750 ml. 750 mi.
$6.99 $8.99 $14.99 515 99
xX “We Sell For Less” *
*'
B o A 1502)782-5551
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§gniors

No. 42 JAMIE BRITT

won Western's Sixth
Woman Award for her
play off the bench.
Meet Jamie: She had
v 1o make the transition
from being a post player in high school
to playing oa the perimeter in college.
She has done a nice job with that. Britt
and J are cousins, and both are
part of a family that has a tremendous
athletic heritage. which includes former

Hilltopper great Johnay Britt, who was
Hall of

inducted inte W 's Athletic

Fame carlier this year. She was a two-

time All-State first team pick in high
a 246 points a

as a senior at Warren East High School

Prospects for upcoming seasen: Britt will
start at the small forward spot, or she
will be the third guard in a

quicker tan most of her defenders. One
of oaly two sesiors on the team, Britt is
primed for 3 breakbut season. She'can
shoot (32.3 career 3-point percontage),
and she's stronger than mast players her

a player who can bite if you forget about
ber. Britt could average about 10 points
and four rebounds this season

Juniors

No 10 LAVONDA
JOHNSON
Last seasen: Johuson
averaged 2.3 points
and- played in 18
games’ She had to sit
out 10 games from
Jan 16 to Feb 25
because of a stress
g fracture in-her leg
Meet LaVenda: Jamie Britt and Johnson

are cousins. In high schoel, current *

Lady Topper assistant Blane Embry
coached her at Warren East

As a senior at East. she averaged 239
points, 4.2 staals and three assists per
game

Prospects for upcoming scason: The wait
is over for Johason After averaging
only 59 minutes per game in her first
two seasons, the junior guard will get
sul aying time coming off the
bench at the point guard pesition
Johason may be the quickest player oo
the roster.

A stress fracture in Johnson's leg caused
her to miss most of the conference por
tion of the schedule last season. Before
the injury, her playing Ume was

Iy rising. Now Jobason has a chance o
really contribute

IVIe'ett'h-eg Lady Toppers

mem

No. 21 JAIME WALZ

Last season: Walz played in
only 16 games last season
because she tore

or cruciate ligament in her
left knee and missed the
final third of the season. In
those 16 games, Walz aver
aged 7.2 points, 3.3 assists
‘and 32 rebountis

per game.
She led the Lady Toppers

Meet Jaime:

Basketball e

th Miss Basketball to play at Western

She was also named national high school
on.

school She 4948 points_an
national record. Her career high school
totals were 255 points, 9.1 rebounds, 7.0

yet

tial. With this being her final seasoan, it

is more urgent. She is serious
trong senior season. She's

always talking about “leaving it all out on

the floor™ and “playing as hard as | can in

Before she tore the anterior cruciate liga
ment in her left knee last season. Walz
appeared to be on the brink of a break
through. She is determined o continue her
progression. Walz will start in the backcourt
with Powers. She could average 10-14 points
and 46 assists this season

No. 45 SHARAE MAN 2
Last seasen: Mansfield blossomed
after a breakout game against
Wisconsin. In that game, she scored
23 points and grabbed 16 rebounds
Mansfield was later named to the
All-Sun Belt Conference team and

of 147 points and 6.1 rebounds
Meet ShaRae: When she is not play
ing basketball, Mansfield probably is writing poetry.
drawing, writing music or singing. In 1997, Mansfield
complete a stellar career at Manual High School in
Louisville by averaging 18 points and leadiag her
team 10 a 263 record. She is the daughter of Jerry and
Pamela Williams

for wpooming seasen: Will the junior forward

Western's program. She is one of thoss players who can

carry a team.

But she is unselfish to a fault at times. Passing up 2
tough underncath

finished the season with averages .

|
|

2497 points.

outs as former Lady Topper Laurie Townsend

and Phoenix Suns guard Rex Chapman. She was a four-year starter

at Apolio, a three time All-State pick and a four time member of the

All-State Academig Team. She is the daughter of Ron and Jan
rs

Powers.

Prospects for upcoming seadon: Powers could be the Lady Toppers®
biggest surprise, this season. She has all the tools to be a standout
guard The sophomore guard is quick, deft from the perimeter and 3
great handle.

After missing the bulk of two seasons because of stress fractures in
her right leg. Powers will step into a starting spot at guard. It would
be crazy to ask ber to become a star, but Powers is certaialy
capable of averaging betweea 10-12 points this season witlf about 34
assists.

No. 22 KENOSHA CHASTANG
Last season: sat out last season because of
NCAA transfer rules. The 64 center transferred
urgh after the 1997-98 season. <
Meet Kenosha: Western is extremely happy to sec
Chastang on the court. She brings some desperately
needed size. As a freshman at Pitt, she averaged 5.5
points and 39 rebounds in 17 minates per game She
played three seasons at West High School in
Columbus, Ohio, and was named an honorable men
tion All American by USA Today. She ix the daughter of Car| Chastau;
Sr. and Cheryl Chastang
Prespects for upcoming season: An absolutely pivotal player for tic
Lady Toppers: Chastang should be the starter at center, and she wil
need to contribute The Lady Toppers don't have enough depth i the
most for Chastang t5 coast at all this season
The sophomore seems ready for the challenge The year layoff ma
‘cause Chastang to be rusty at first, but expect her to average 7.0 point
and six rebounds this season If she doesn't. the Lady Toppers are ¢
trouble

Freshmen

No. 25 JENNIFER SLAUGHTER

Last season: Slaughter led Edmonson Coufity
High Schoo) in Brownsville while averaging
145 points, 41 assists and 39 rebounds per

game
Meet Jemaifer: Slaughter finished her bigh
school career with 1567 points, the second
highest total in school history As a junior
she led the state in 3-point accuracy at 446
percent. She is the daughter of Lennie and
Kim Slaughter.
Prespects for upcoming seasan: Slaughter is a pure shooter
And since she will be a relatively unknown player to oppo
neats, the freshman guard figures to get pleaty of open shots
The Lady Toppers have depth at guard and how much playing
time Slaughter gets may come down (o how well she adjusts to
playing defense on the college level

No. 15 ELISHA FORD
Last seasen: Ford finished a solid careér at
School in Lebanon, Tena.

Meet Elisha: Te:
‘because they say she is "too pretty for a bas
ketball player " Ford is infamous for doing ber
nails and makeup after practice. She was a
four-year starter in basketball and a four-year
letterwinner in volleyball. She didnt garner
national attention, but Ford wi
valuable player for the Blue Devils. She is the daughter of
ord and Terry Bryast. :

and you

play, but she will be behind many talented

scholarship. But Ford is the type of player who' could come
foke 2 s2me this season and surprise spectators with her hard-

No. 14 KRISTINA COVINGTON
Jast seasen: Covington was named
. Sun Belt Conference Freshman of
© Year after averaging 3.7 points and
22 rebounds.
Meet One of the best person-
alities on the Lady Topper team
Very pérsonable. She led
Elizabethtown High School

points, 5.5 steals, 45 rebounds and 4.5 assists per game.
She is the daughter of Jerry and Darlene Covington.

for upcoming seasen: Covingtod is the proto-
‘The sophomore
n play either shooting guard or

small forward She's quick and aggressive. is
a pesky defender and a willing defender. She under
stands the value of defense. s

She to be in the sixth man role, but Covington
could easily. start. Her versatility and tenacity are \
much needed. Covington tended o try to do too much
last season, but she has matured. If she can control her,
aggression, look out. gy

No. 11 JANA WRIGHT
Last season’ Wright tried to walk
o the Lady Topper team last sea
s, but she wasa't needed. Now,
the team is bappy to have her.
Meet Jana Deaver Nuggets stand
out Ron Mercer 15 her cousin. She
averaged 8 points and 5 rebounds
per game during her three-year
career at Centennial High School
in Franklin, Tenn She is the daughter of Johnay
and Linda Wright
Prospects for upcoming season Wright 1s the small
est player on the roster if you consider both height
and weight. She dpes have basketball in her blood.
and she has some game But getting off the bench
will be a'quite a task considering the players in
front of her. ¥

Junior guard
LaVonda
Johpson .
drives down
the court dur
ing Manday's
practice
Daniel|
Wallace/|
Herald|

No. 33 KATIE WULF

Last seasen: Wulf was brought along
slowly in her freshman year. She
played in only 11 games and averaged
5 minutes a game. Wulf averaged 1.5
points a game and 09 rebounds and
hit 4 of -8 from the field and 9 of 10

throws.
Meet Katie: Wulf has a personality
reminiscent of former Lady Topper

Wendi Kitsteiner, whose eligibility ran out last season.
She loves to play physical basketball. At Normal
School

1, Wulf averaged 11 points and 9

rebounds as a junior and was an all-conference honor
able meation pick that year. She is the daughter of Mary
Jo and Robert Wulf.

seasen: Wulf is going to have to

only option off the bench in the layers
have a tendency to get into foul trouble. Wulf will see
pleaty of action this season.

What Wulf brings is a ‘physical presence. The rest of the
Lady Toppers are finesse playefs who could.use a
pect

Snickers bar. Ex

Wulf to be much improved this sea.

son, but improvement will be gradual

D-eLaoyToppusplayasmmageduqrupreseason
gmofut’semmnslsasmbalﬂmlersmmem

No. 4 ALISON COOK

Last season: Cook averaged

appeared in 29 games and

led the Lady Tigers in free
throw percentage (90.5) and
3point percentage (35.7)
Alisen: She is currently
nursing a knee injury. Cook
starter at Central Hardin High
three years
in track and one in cross country at Ceatral
Hardin. She is the daughter of Robert and

was a three year
School in Cecilla. She also lettered

Jayne Cook.
Prespects for upce

& sease

quickness to the team

Mark Weber - Herald
practice at Diddle Arena. The team will play their first
ibition game at 7 p.m. tomGTow in Digdie Arena.

Lady Toppers 1999-2000 Schedule

1W5-Fri  Basketball Travelers (exh) 700 pm
1114 Sun.  Sports Tours (Australiz-exh) 400 pm
1119 Fri.  Indiana M 700 pm
1121 -Sun.  at Oregon 300 pm
1128-Sun. st Tennessee Tech 200 pm
121-Sat. at 600 pm
st Unilever Lady Tiger Classic *
123-Fri.  vs Evansville * 68:00 pem
124-Sat  va Ceatenary or Missouri * 700 pm
12720 Sat. state 700 pm

12 - Sun.

Vanderbilt (Fox Sports Net South) 4.00 pm
at Arkansas State* 705 pm.
at Florida International® 500 pm
Miami (Fla) 700 pm
Louisiana | o 700 pm
Arkansas State* 200 pm
at Deaver® 800 pm

Tech® 200 pm

210 - Thur. at Louisiana Lafayette®
212 - Sat at Louisiana Tech®
2016 -Wed. New Orleans*®
2019 - Sat. South Alabama*
204 -Thur.  at Arkansas Little-Rock®
34 - Sat. Deaver

‘
38-11-Sun.  at Sun Belt Tournament

# doubleheader with WKU Volleyball team
% 17th annual Bowling Green Bank Classic
* Columbia, Mo

+ Gainesville,
* Sun Belt Conference Game

Because of
NCAA transfer rules, Cook must sit out this
season When she returns to the court next sea

son, she will bring perimeter'shooting and
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Sophomore guard
Kristina Covington
drives for the basket
during practice
Monday. Covinglon
was named Sun Belt
Freshmen-of-theyear
last season, the first
women's player to
earn that award

Daniel Wallace/Herald

Trying to uncover these
Lady Tops could be tough

A Diddle dabble with a ghost
of a Lady Topper fan

What's withthe puzzled look?

I'm just catching a ghmpse of
the Lady Topper basketball
team ‘e been watching this
practice for quite some time
and-there's one thing that just’
won't stop blazing my brain

What's tha

Well, there are 12 players gut
there, crashing into.each othe
their sneakers streaking back
and forth this golden floer

They all look like they have
some talent There's Jaime Walz
she's a senior guard who's look
ing to finally break out There's
junior forward ShaRae
Mansfield. 1 don’t think anyone
outside Big Red Way knows
about her She's a well kept
or maybe just one that
everyone's too ridiculous to

secret

notice -

1 mean..1 could go down the
entire roster and have good
things to say about each Lady
Topper Itis talented team
doesn't sound too perplex
me

No, 16, that's not it. The thing

that shakes my mind like a
California earthquake is that
even knowing the squad is tal
ented. 1'don’t know what to
expect of it. Last season, I
expected success «
And they hollered back w itha
21-7 record. Sull can’t figure out
how they weren't in that tour of
tourney trekkers

But, 1 just can’t put 3 finger
on what to expect from this
team

faybe

k we all
talent to play at this

we know there's p
doubt that we 4o

But we ha

have

tha

ers that can’go ou

taler

as we pl

push ou

Ovur or BounDs

Travis Mayo

we're going to be able to com
pete against the tough teams ™

Now what do you think?

That helps. But doesn't every
team say it can win before the
actual work shift kicks in? 1f this
1s a challenge, figuring out just
what this team is ail about, then
wouldn't that make it difficult?

I think the challenge defi
nitely makes it better ”

Thanks, Jaime. But what does
your coach think? You know, the
guy who roams around Diddle
Arena. The one who you
wouldn't think was the coach if
you didn’t catch him hollering
out instructions

That's what coaching’s all
about That's what you enjoy the
most.”

Hey. ShaRae Glad 1 caught
you What do you think?

1 don't thmk it's tough if you
just work hard, you can create
your own identities -

See, that's good enough for me

Nah, not for me. 1 mean, what
they've said is good, but 1 still
don't know whether to expect
this team to win a lot and be
competitive with the La Techs of
the hoops haven, or Just begin
building onto a hopeful future
There are a lot of doubters this
ume around

A lot of people. I guess they
doubt'That
wark that

makes us want to

much hardes

and

prave everyong wrong
Definitely. So we've been coming
sout practicing harder than we've
ever practiced the four years
I've been here ”

In case you were wondering,
that was ShaRae She always has
a bright outlook

Anything else that you need to
come up with an answer?

Yeah ' Just one more thing
Who or what in the world can
you compare this team with?
Usually, you can say “They're
like the team two years ago,’ or
remember a team that mirrors
the one you're watching now

Must have been damn tough
during that stretch of UCLA
dynasties. There was never a
break to compare different
teams

But this is a ringer, too

“Everybody fell in love with a
pro football team they called the
No Names,” because none of
them were great or famous,”
small said. “You've got a blend
of walk-ons,a blend of returning
players, you've got a blend of
unknowns. Some skeptics are
already saying. ‘You don't have
13. 14, }5 players ' I'm sort of
looking forward to proving the
few skeptics wrong.

“But of course, you're gonna
have your skeptics, no matter
what you do But we really want
this group to be.competitive 54

That's it 'm leaving r
leave it up to the season to find
out

That guy just doesn’t get it It's
obvious what to expect from this
Lady Topper team. It's ke expect
ing to wear @ coat.an January
Good basketball - Like always

Travis Mayo's column normally
Thursday and occasionally
2 be reached at
e-mail at
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Special for All B
10% Discount on any
WKU Basketball Tee Shirt,
Sweatshirt, or Hat.
Valid through 11/24/99
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Store Hours
Mon - Fri 7:45 am ~ 7:00 pm

Sat.

Fax: (270) 745-5336

10:00 am ~ 2:00 pm
www.wku.edu
Phone: (270)745-2467 °
1-800-444-5155-.
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Post play

wtem has just three .
sm—footeﬁ*oh roster

By Cmus Yeo
Herald reporter

If you happened to be walking
through Diddle Arena this week,
you probably noticed the red
and white-clad women's basket
ball team sprinting and shooting
on the floor

You could have even heard
um(h Steve Small shouting

“You gotta own the red!, on _
offense and defense, guards 100,
you gotta own the red!”, emphati-.
cally stressi the importance of
rebounding to the team during
an afternoon pncncv

The.bulk of the work in the
paintthis season will be done by
junior ShaRae Mansfield, sopho
mores Katie Wulf and Kenosha
Chastang and senior Jamie Britt

The coach and his players are
confident in. their ability to
rebound effectively this season
without running into much foul
trouble ‘

'W(‘ re three strong post play
ers,” Wulf said “If one of us does
get into trouble, we always have
two backups We each have dif

ferent abilities we bring to the
team, and we have Jamie Britt.”
.*. The battle of thé boards will be
(ouzm primarily by the big three
“Rebounding will be very

good with me and Katie and
Kenosha;” Mansfield said

Britt and Jaim¢ Walz are the
only seniors on the team this
year, but this hasn't been a prub
lem for Westérn's most experi
enced players. Both Lady Tops
have proven during the pre sea
son that they are willing, and
able to step into their new roles
. "I'm really impressed with
the leadership shown by the two
seniors,” Small said

The Lady Toppers aren’t wor
ried they have just four upper
classman on the team

*A lot of girls have played a lot
of minutes,” Wulf said. “We have
a lot of experience on the floor.”

Foul trouble is not an area
Small is too concerned about. It is
not something that will cause the
Tappers to change their au,rcs
sive approach on defense In fact,
their 2-3 zone may help the Lady
Tops avoid fouls

“Because of the st i« of
defense we play, we tend 1o stey
away from a lot of ais "
Chastang said

One of the Topper's post
players who hopes to ‘be an
inside defensive stopper is Wulfl

Vlo-uumwwsocdontm

ers crucial to Lady Toppers’ success

“I'll probably be one to come
in when we're playing zone to get
a defensive stop,” Wulf said “I'm
not the quickest player on the
floor.but 1 take up a lot of space
1like to get in and bang.”

If the Lady Tops can rebound
well they may see the results pay
offin pomu Increasing her role
as scorer i¥ ope bf Mansfield’s

goals this seasori

“In the past, I've been passive
because we've always had Shea

Lunsford and then Leslie
Johnson and Danrelle
McCulley,” Mansfield ‘ald “Now

I'm gonna have to step up.”

Besides his seniors, Small-is

happy with the consistency of
the team’s shooting, a component
of the game that can be con-
lnhulcd to greatly by imposing
post players

“We bring a lot of strength
and size to the team, I thunk it
will open up the outside a lot,”
Chastang said'.

Aside from the X's and O's on
the court, the Hilltoppers will
have to learn to play together as
a team. not to get too high or too
Jlow throughout the season
These are qualities that can be
the difference between a good
team and a great team

“I think it all starts from the
inside obt, we have good umty
Chastang said

Walk-ons contribute depth to roster

By MaLcoLwm €. Knox

Herald reporter
The National College
Athletic Association allows 15

players on basketball rosters
Lady Topper head coach Steve
Small says 12:13 players is &
real nice number

So how.does he expect to
survive the gauntlet of Ragin
Cajuns, Jaguars, and Golden
Panthers with only nine schol
arship players”

Western will have two walk
on players along for the cam
paign this season — freshman

guard/fforward Elisha Ford and
wphumuru guard Jana Wright

Scholarships or not. Ford
and Wright are part of the team

We feel like everybody in
the organization plays a wital
role,” Small said. "Everything's
the same ™

Graduation, a transfer and
academic problems robbed the
Lady Toppers of five players
from last year's team. That
squad made 1t to the semi finals
of the Sun Belt Conference
tournament

Without enough scholarship
players to even run a full scrim
mage at practice, the team wel
comed Ford and Wright with
open arms, Small said Then he
put them to work

“Al practice, we get right

“We feel like everybody
in the organization plays
a vital role.”

- Ste'

women's Bask

in.” Ford said “We have our
chance to show what we can
do

They get beat. banged,
pushed and shoved just like
everyone else, Small said

They also get the jokes that
come with being part of the
family

Wright. nicknamed Baby J
said she gets teased about her
height, 5-6, and how quiet she
usually 1s But the silence
doesn’t last for long

“In basketball, when | get
excited  when I get into it I'm
loud.” she said .

Sophomore guard Kristina
Covington tagged Ford with the
alias “Barbie” for hes finger
nails, blonde hair and red
sports car

“Shé's real girlish
Covington said laughing

Ford said she's always tried
to avoid the tomboy stereotype
that female athletes sometimes
get

-1 don’t like people to look at
me that way.” she smid “I've

always been more girly-Tike

But don't expect Barbie and
Baby J (o back down from com
petition

Even without a scholarship
Wright says the chagce to play
s a fair exchange for all the
hard work
metimes I'm down, but [
never say it's not worth it.” she

said I prayed a lot and 1 think
this 1s a gift, so | can't turn ity
down *

Encouragemeant from her
family also keeps her going

It's one of the best feelings
n the world to know that I have
a sister (Shayla, a freshman at
Western) and a mom and dad
that are always there for me.”

Both players said they don’t
luwv\ if Big Red scholarships
are somewhere down the line
but Ford said the hope of earn
ing one makes her work that
much harder

“If 1 don't work hard af 1
don’t do well,” she said, “the
coach can be Like "We don’t
need you '

“It.makes me work harder
For the team, for themselves,
for their families, for future
Lady Toppers. Ford and Wright

are Lady Toppets this season

“1 think Jana and Alicia give
hope for other people that have
dreams of makind a team
Small said. “They're a big part
of a family this year

Page 7B
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Junior forward ShaRae Mansfield was one of three players
Western sent to the All-Sun Belt Conference Team
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TRAIN: Lady Top
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that's slipping. They plan on
using their lack of height and
low numbers as an advantage

The Lady Toppers aren't
small They're quick, they say

They aren't undermanned
The low numbers just means
everyone will get playing time
And since every player knows
she’ll be on the court, that is
motivation to practice harder.

“It’s like you have & lot held
in you and you just want o let it
out,” said junior guard LaVonda
Johnson, who has not played
much her first two seasons
because of injuries and team
depth. “I'm just ready to play
and get an opportunity to do the
best 1 can.

“If you look at a lot of teams,
the maximum they play. is about
eight to nine players
Sometimes less than that. The
downfall in that is no one can
get burt. And you bave to look
at foul trouble and stuff like
that, bat 1 think if we just play
hard ahd work together as a
team, éverything will turn out
fine

The coaching siafl has made
adjustments to fit this team. ‘e
Lady Toppers will not apply
fullcourt defensive pressure
often, which goes against tradi
tional ways. Instead, the team
will play an aggressive 23 half
court :0ae defense for most of
the game.

The offense will be more of a
flex ¢ffense because the team
doesn't have a lot of great one
on-one players.

Smal) has » plan. Trust am,
he says

“People are asking me, ‘Are
you taking il easy on them?'™
Small asked. "No. Of courses

Sl

v

not. You can't coach things you

can't control. You just deal .

with it. There are all kinds of
great stories on this te i
hate to spend time on ‘what
if.

They think they can, they
think they ¢, they think they

of pressure

Searching for an antonym for
expectation

Doubt. Skeplicism.
Uncertainty :

Many of the Lady Topper *

faithful have converted to this
thinking. ‘AM you thought expec-
tation was tough to handle.

As former Lady Topper"

coach Paul Sanderford once
said, “The pressure is wheh
people don't who you are
and ddn‘t expect you to do
well™ - ‘

So the Lady Toppers will
drive the lane this season and try
to get past the opponent and
doubt. %

People are doubling Small
as a coach, doubting the talent
still on this team, even doubt-
ing some of the players who
have been injured, which is
something they couldn’t con-
trol

“We have to be strong
against people who talk about
our family,” Britt said. “We're
not naive. We know what peo-

ple are saying We have to.

come together and have faith in

* each other.”

The Lady Toppers are a clos
er team this season because they
know they're all they have i
they dont believe, bow is some
one else going to?

Small does not buy into the
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Upsize your
COMBO MEAL
to 32 oz. Biggie
drink & Great Biggie fry!

Women's Preview S

pers think they can make it up the hill

November 4, 1999

. Mark Weber/Herald
as they run through drills

Lady Topper junior
during practice at Diddie Arena.

)
belief that when you lose play-
ers, the team is worse the next
year. Sure Western will miss
the three starters it lost — for-
wards Shea Lunsford and Kristi
Hartley, point guard Katashia
Witcher — but Small figures
that gives someone else the
chance to be a pivotal player.
“Guess what? I've been here
16 years and there's always
somebody else the fans fall in

ZE ITY

rd ShaRae Mansfleld watches her

love with,” Small said

Ready to roll
Want to see what the 1999

2000 Lady Toppers are about?
Come walch us play, the players

“1 think we're going to win a
lot of gamés,” junior forward
ShaRae Mansfield said

“I think we're going to sur-
prise a lot of people,” senior

L TOP

..There's
.nothing
like

ofter.the

guard Jaime Walz said.

1 think we're a whole lot bet-
ter than everybody thinks we
are,” Britt said

=1 ‘think we'll
Johnson said. .

“} think people will be
impressed,” sophomore guard
Natalie Powert said.

They think they can?

It seems the Lady Toppers
know they can.

be fine,”

ER'S
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