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that's slipping. They plan on
using their lack of height and
low numbers as an advantage

The Lady Toppers aren't
small They're quick, they say

They aren't undermanned
The low numbers just means
everyone will get playing time
And since every player knows
she’ll be on the court, that is
motivation to practice harder.

“It’s like you have & lot held
in you and you just want o let it
out,” said junior guard LaVonda
Johnson, who has not played
much her first two seasons
because of injuries and team
depth. “I'm just ready to play
and get an opportunity to do the
best 1 can.

“If you look at a lot of teams,
the maximum they play. is about
eight to nine players
Sometimes less than that. The
downfall in that is no one can
get burt. And you bave to look
at foul trouble and stuff like
that, bat 1 think if we just play
hard ahd work together as a
team, éverything will turn out
fine

The coaching siafl has made
adjustments to fit this team. ‘e
Lady Toppers will not apply
fullcourt defensive pressure
often, which goes against tradi
tional ways. Instead, the team
will play an aggressive 23 half
court :0ae defense for most of
the game.

The offense will be more of a
flex ¢ffense because the team
doesn't have a lot of great one
on-one players.

Smal) has » plan. Trust am,
he says

“People are asking me, ‘Are
you taking il easy on them?'™
Small asked. "No. Of courses
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not. You can't coach things you

can't control. You just deal .

with it. There are all kinds of
great stories on this te i
hate to spend time on ‘what
if.

They think they can, they
think they ¢, they think they

of pressure

Searching for an antonym for
expectation

Doubt. Skeplicism.
Uncertainty :

Many of the Lady Topper *

faithful have converted to this
thinking. ‘AM you thought expec-
tation was tough to handle.

As former Lady Topper"

coach Paul Sanderford once
said, “The pressure is wheh
people don't who you are
and ddn‘t expect you to do
well™ - ‘

So the Lady Toppers will
drive the lane this season and try
to get past the opponent and
doubt. %

People are doubling Small
as a coach, doubting the talent
still on this team, even doubt-
ing some of the players who
have been injured, which is
something they couldn’t con-
trol

“We have to be strong
against people who talk about
our family,” Britt said. “We're
not naive. We know what peo-

ple are saying We have to.

come together and have faith in

* each other.”

The Lady Toppers are a clos
er team this season because they
know they're all they have i
they dont believe, bow is some
one else going to?

Small does not buy into the
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Upsize your
COMBO MEAL
to 32 oz. Biggie
drink & Great Biggie fry!

Women's Preview S

pers think they can make it up the hill

November 4, 1999

. Mark Weber/Herald
as they run through drills

Lady Topper junior
during practice at Diddie Arena.

)
belief that when you lose play-
ers, the team is worse the next
year. Sure Western will miss
the three starters it lost — for-
wards Shea Lunsford and Kristi
Hartley, point guard Katashia
Witcher — but Small figures
that gives someone else the
chance to be a pivotal player.
“Guess what? I've been here
16 years and there's always
somebody else the fans fall in
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rd ShaRae Mansfleld watches her

love with,” Small said

Ready to roll
Want to see what the 1999

2000 Lady Toppers are about?
Come walch us play, the players

“1 think we're going to win a
lot of gamés,” junior forward
ShaRae Mansfield said

“I think we're going to sur-
prise a lot of people,” senior
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..There's
.nothing
like

ofter.the

guard Jaime Walz said.

1 think we're a whole lot bet-
ter than everybody thinks we
are,” Britt said

=1 ‘think we'll
Johnson said. .

“} think people will be
impressed,” sophomore guard
Natalie Powert said.

They think they can?

It seems the Lady Toppers
know they can.

be fine,”
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