Western Kentucky University

TopSCHOLAR®

WKU Archives Records WKU Archives

11-11-1999

UA12/2/1 Fountain of Youth

WKU Student Affairs

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dIsc_ua_records

b Part of the Advertising and Promotion Management Commons, African American Studies Commons,
Journalism Studies Commons, Mass Communication Commons, Public Relations and Advertising
Commons, Publishing Commons, Race and Ethnicity Commons, and the Sports Studies Commons

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by TopSCHOLAR®. It has been accepted for inclusion in
WKU Archives Records by an authorized administrator of TopSCHOLAR®. For more information, please contact
topscholar@wku.edu.


https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Fdlsc_ua_records%2F8088&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/626?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Fdlsc_ua_records%2F8088&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/567?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Fdlsc_ua_records%2F8088&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/333?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Fdlsc_ua_records%2F8088&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/334?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Fdlsc_ua_records%2F8088&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/336?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Fdlsc_ua_records%2F8088&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/336?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Fdlsc_ua_records%2F8088&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1357?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Fdlsc_ua_records%2F8088&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/426?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Fdlsc_ua_records%2F8088&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1198?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Fdlsc_ua_records%2F8088&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

Kl \,1
i ?
|

1

| a
il {
3

AL g

Sk

Hilltoppers take the court this year with eight youngsters

By TrRAVIS MAYO
Herald reporter

The hair was wild — a baby afro — and the
sweater was the usual Mom-made-me-wear-it
kind. But Nate Williams says he was cule asa lit
tle kid

Now, it would take a larger size sweater to nt
the Raleigh, N.C,, native

He's 6-8, 240

David Boyden had that innocent look in his
youthful snapshot. His eyes were wide open. He
was sporting his Sunday suit with a curly afro
sprouting on top

“Probably drooiing a bit,” Boyden said

Now, he's 6-8, 230

Jimmy Boykin was graduating for the first
time when his most memorable toddler picture
was taken. From Head Start, that is, as a 3-year
old. Wearing that cardboard cap and paper gown
everyone has probably donned at some point,
the young Boykin had no front teeth. The picture
is-still sitting on his dresser, a reminder of how
far he’s come since those early days in
Mississippi

Meet the Hilltoppers

hud-ﬁmﬁmmmwnwma
wa!ww.slemmsyv-.mmnwuw
files of the team, complete with)mug shats for
easy identification at the games. There’s, aiso a
schedule 1o keep up with the games.
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He says he takes a peek at it every night

Now, Boykin stands 6-6, 200

Brian Allenspach used to wear the same out
fit as his twin brother, except a different color
He'd always wear blue, while his brother sport
ed red

Now, he's 6-11, 245, and, oddly enough, wear
ing a lot of red

The first three are (reshmen while
Allenspach is a sophomore — he played at
Davidson two years ago. But he and seven others
are babies again

Baby ballers, learning to walk in a toddler of
a Topper program

Baby steps for a true fountamn of youth

The journey

Magbe Ponce de Leon made a mistake
because theres so much youth trickling down
Big Red Way and Nooding into Diddle Arena that
it could be a river If you count freshman Mike
Wells, who's sitting out this year to focus on class

work, there are nine new faces emerging from

the locker room. Eight pupils under Dennis
Felton, the discoverer.

Herald Top 26

Heraid reporter Travis Mayo ignores the Associated
Press and USA Today/Coaches Polls and makes his own.
Mmmswsfovmeseasonmdmweuonms
10p 26 college basketball teams in the nation. That's !
right. Mayo’s list has 26 teams. That makes it better.

Page 78

“I'm very happy and excited about where our
program’s at right now, because we've been able
to go out and bring the kind of players in that |
think we need o gel Lo where we wanna be,” the
second-year coach said

Guys that can flat-out play

Williams, a McDonald's All-Amencan coming
off a l4-point, nine rebound senior season 1n
Raleigh Boyden, a forward, averaged a double
double two seasons ago at Hermitage High
School in Virginia Boykin. an All-Amernican who
had 178 points and 101 rebounds per game on
his senior stat sheel

Guard Raynardo Curry averaged 21 points, six
assists and four steals last year at Eagt Hhghn
Memphis Todor Pandov and Filiy Videnov, twt

julgarian natives who have athleticism explod-
ing out of the gym doors Three scasons age/
Allenspach averaged 15 points and 10 boards as
& prep star in Florida: And then there’s Chiris
Marcus, a 7-T 4nd 285-pound sophomore who sat
out last year to work on his academics

See Youth, Pa
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Hllltoppéfs predicte

Denver added to
conference schedule

BY RYAN CLARK
Herald reporter

When asked wha! 5 thought
of preseason polls, rien 's basket-
ball coach Denpis Felton
responded with a textbook
answer. h

“That picking stuff is just kind
of comical to me,” he said. “(The
Sun Belt Conference) is as com
petitive as any league in the

ation.™

Comical or not, the Herald has
compiled a preseason Sun Belt
poll, based on the predictions of

six other publications: Street &
Smith's College Basketball,
Lindy's College Basketball, Dick
Vitale's College Basketball,.
Preview Magazi asketball
News and Athlon E)w College
Basketball. These are the aver-
age spols the nine Sun Belt
teams are expected to finish

. LOUISIANA TECH (104 in
the conference last year)

The La. Tech men's program, |
who won the regular season title
{ast year, must be jealous of the
women, who've won nire
straight’ These guys want some
respect and they got it — all six
publjcations have La Tech num
ber one. We're not going lo argue

2. NEW ORLEANS (5.9)

Surprisingly. five publications
picked New Orluam to place sbc

Western hopeful after
last season’s success

Young team wants
March birthday party

By Travis Mavyo
teraid reporter

ve final whistle
sugh Bowling Green
» than just
hoa the NCAA
nad been wit
1. W fodn ' just
state in the
hamph
neked up Red

waving
ypper team that
wnoroach to-the.
ame fre thietes to coaches
to the program Ideally. this
team wants to end 1999-2000
by bluwing dut two
Qandles” a birthday celebra
tion with the cake a confer
ence tournament trophy

Right smack dab in the
most heralded dance sports
has-to offer

The word around the Hill
laims Western has the night
Lype of party goers to samba
‘ato the promased land of cal
sps Erght new guys

e Way

lege h

smplemented b

nack Sounds hike
eguation But
has some figuring
The excilement and stuff
tnere. bul then .

amped up

eason 1o

tm ready

to do

Jusi beat 1eams

it » nathing that's

Lo ng t yme.«#1thout hard

winrk hat + what we ve
been doing

ractice has been full of

engihy running sprints that

the Hilltoppe nope will

aliow them to utilize a deep

bench This team waats to pick

up the game from a yesr ago

and send players racing down
the hardwood, on both ends It

wants @ defense that gets a
opponents ke g bunch of hun
and att offense that

rv wolves
drops the basketball into the
opposite ne' so quick 1t leaves
pao checking -their
a becase there’'s nothing
else they. ando

And it nas plenty of guards to
compiete 0o transition game. ©

Juniors Nashon McPherson

and Ha n Brown lead the

think we have more than one
or two guys that can play every
position on the team. The
quicker we can get all of these
guys to understand what it
takes toplay at this level, the
quicker w have that kind of
depth we hupe to have

That's our vision for this
team — that we can double or',
tripie teams at every posses

ston. that they're playing
seven or eght guys A}hl wewre
playing as many as 13 Just

»p comin’ at em in waves of
fresh players

Towers down low

When Felton first climbed
this Hiil of a basketball pro
gram two years ago. he was
sent to save a team without
something blg size. Now, he
has it Marcus 1s 7-1 and
sophomare Brian Allenspach
is not too far behind at 6-11
Them just being on the floor
rustles an immediate impact

And thé towering Toppers
don’t trail off after the cen
ters Big guards, big forwards,
big plus

There are only three play
ers shortel than 6.4 It's an
obvious switch. since last
vear s average height didn™t
even reach 64

] think we know how 1o use
Allenspach
cribable
because now

our size too
i's inde

said fut
how great it s
we can go up against a team
that has a 7-1 guy and we have
somebody that can guard hm
Size shouid definitely be our
ven our

strength because

puards ar

it come » good Lime
Mast Sun Belt teams have
added the same ingredient to
the:r rosters

Toss ih @ whole arena full

of newcomers But that's typi
cal for a league that's like the
ideal balanced budget Lady
Justice should be the confer
ence mascot, balancing two
scales

That makes cutting the cake
ceem a bit more unpre
dictable

When you re coming from
the boltom Like we are. 1t
seems a little more retain
ablie, Felton said “Just like
the other eight tgams in the
league, we want to dominate
the league Theres no guant up
there right where it
seems like it's just impossible
to knock them off their perch ™

Just in front of Felton, in
between his desk and sofa, is
perched a' reminder of what

now

vith four others
But don't tell  one birthday did to a team
Wesiern «h Dennis Felton many had given up on It's a
s one position has enough Red Towel, protected by a
muscles o fle a self glass frame, a gift from last
the strongest season’s five seniors One Red
T thonk we a Towel that still hasn’t been

every pe » ne sa

dropped

d to ﬁmsh fourth in

ond in the Sun Belt Finishing just
59 in the conference a year.ago (14
16 overall), the team returns four
starters and hopes to make a run at
the title 2
3. ARKANSAS STATE (9-5).
They represented the Sun
Belt in the NCAA Tournament
last year, defeating Western in
the title game. They‘ve got two-

time Sun Belt player of the year

Chico Fletcher. They've got a
coach named Dickey Nutt
Everyone look out

4. WESTERN
amn

Backed by a stellar recruiung
class, these Hilltoppers look to
improve on last year's surprising
conference record. Western
Jooks 1o be the tallest team in the
league by far, featuring 717 Chris
Marcus and 6'11"  Brian

KENTUCKY

Allenspach, but can'these two
towers put the ball in the hoop?
5. LOUISIANA- LAFAVETTE
an.
The Ragin' Cajuns think that
chnn(mg lhanr name rrom SW

ovember 11, 1999

Sun Belt

" Three of those were starters, but
the road will be very tough for
the inexperienced squad, -
8.ARKANSAS-LITTLE ROCK
(5-0).
Preseuon all-conference

wlu make Ihem a better team. We
duwee
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL
(‘171*
Like Wesdtern! Florida
International adds eight new
faces to its-squad. The team

‘will rely heavily on junior

guard Carlos Arroyo and senior
forward Darius Cook, both pre
season all-conference selec
tions

7.SOUTH ALABAMA (6-8)

Plagued by graduation, South
Alabama returns just four letter
winners from last yéar's team

Alan Barksdale returns
to lead Little Rock, but the
senlor guard can't score pll the
points. In a state with such com-
petitive teams, Littie Rock looks
to be in trouble.

9. DENVER (first year in
league)

Denver? In the Sun Belt? At
least conference opponents can
lgok forward to the plane ride
The hapless Pioneers will get
their first taste of conference
life this year, but don’t expect
much naise from them. Hey, the
city still has the Broncos

These local businesses are proud
supporters of WKU Baskethall
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An mv1tatlon to Dennls Felton

OK, Mr. Felton. You shawed
us a glimpse of what vou can do
last year. NOw. show us more

After we watched the
Hilltoppers on national televi
sion last year in the finals of
the Sun Belt Conference tour
nament, we are a little
intrigued as to what you can do
to build on this

I've been on the Hill I’nur
years and have never seen a
winning season by a men’s bas
ketball team. The once proud
tradition has been mired and,
Mr. Felton: you were dubbed
the “Fixer."

So far, we like what we see
This year's Hilltoppers have
the look of a team thal could
produce that elusive winning
season that we older Topper
fans are salivating over just the
hint of.

Lee Lampley leads the
youngsters by example Derek
Robinson and Tremain Rowles
had great scasons last year as
freshmen and they are looking
good in exhibition this season

Last year's big downfall, a
lack of height, has been solved
by the gentle giant, Chris
Marcus, and sophomore Brian
Allgnspach. Marcus was a swat
ting machine in the first exhi

| 1999-2000-
. Hilltopper
|
|

Roster

55 Brian Allenspach
A 6-11 sophomore cen-
ter from Hickory, N.C.

| 43 David Boyden
A 68 freshman forward
| from Richmond,Va.

34 Jimmy Boykin
A 66 freshman forward
from Jackson, Miss.

10 Rashon Brown
A 6-1 junior guard ffom
veland, Ohio

11 Raynardo Curry
A 6-0 freshman guard
from Memphis, Tenn

33 Lee Lampley
A 6-6 senior forward
from Chicago, Il

2 Chris Marcus
A 7-1 sophomore center
from Charlotte, N.C

12 Nashon McPherson
A-6-4 junior guard from
Jamaica, N.Y

|45 Todor Pandov
| A 69 freshman forward
from Plovdiv, Bulgaria

23 Derek Robinson
A 6-1 sophpmore guard
i from Paris

42 Tremain Rowles
A 64 sophomore guard
from Landover Hills, Md.

i

| 1 Filip Videnov
A 6-4 freshman guard
from Kozloduy, Bulgana

30 Nate Williams
A 68 freshman forward
from Raleigh, N.C.

Scott Sisco

bition game, blocking three
shots

1 interviewed Marcus last
year and when 1 shook his
hand. mine disappeared into
the meathook that could swal
low a basketball before he
throws it into the fourth row

One of the big questions for_

you to answer, Mr. Felton, is
how to draw fans to your
games. How do you ‘draw
Kentucky Wildcat fans who pay
tuition.to come to Western

Kentucky into the fold of

Hilltopper faithful™ 1 san’t
have an answer for you, »ut
winning lots of games
start

The Herald has picked your
team to finish fourth in the

» & yiod

conference. | know you think

these predictions are about as ~

useful as a bathing suit in
Ataska in December, but it
gives'you something to shoot
for
.. Prove us wrong Finish first,
win the tpurngment and go to
the Big Dance. We don’t care if
you lose in the first round, the
important thing is that Western
is back in the NCAA where it
belongs

One last thing, Mr Felton
We see you know how to dress
pretty snazzily. Your players
follow suit and look very prim
and proper in their suits after
games

But there is one thing that
would complete those ensem
bles very well It's a large ring
with the words “Sun Belt
Championship” engraved on it

The flash from the camera
in the team picture would
probably be too bright. The

picture would be one bright '

white flash

1'd like to have a framed
copy to put on the Herald
office wall, right next to the
shot of Lampley hoisting the
2000 Sun Belt Conference tour
nament trophy high over his
head. ”

The SunFit Club
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“Special Offer
METABOLIFE 356

$39.95

with this coupon
expires 11-30-99

o o o o e e o o e =

“ 30 Day Unlimited Tgnning -$35
7862-7171

TRED THE RES
RY THE BEST

00 PM - Close

..,.,.,m...,..n$

. Monday- Fridsy
11:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Omer good 2

Junior guard Rashon Brown led Western in assists 19 umes last @

season

VETTE

Daniel Wallace/Herali

CITY LIQ!

“WE SELL FOR LESS”

« SUPER SPECIALS »
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—LIGHT==

Bud & Bud Light
12 oz. bottles 12 -pack

$6.99
Budweiser

= ‘ Miller Lite 7$31.99
r ) Busch & Busch Light $24.99
m Bud & Bud Light * $3199
@7 Michelob & Michelob Light  $31.99
BUSCH v | wariboro Light
BUSCH gspgcg King Size

$1 .99 pack

12 oz. NR Bottles

@511.99

12- pack $6 99
Jim Captain ‘
Beam SMorggns Bacardi E&J
pice Rum
750 | ¢ v{“\ Fon | Brandy
] m |& 750ml. s0mk 750 ml.

. §7.99

ppeTiMES (EAIRNOFF)
750 ml. 750 ml
56.99_ $8.99

Makers
rﬂiﬂ'k

750 ml.
$15.99

750 mi.

$14.99

X

VETTE CIT

“We Sell For Less *

'.502’7!1 5551

Y LIQUORS

2037 RUSSELLVILLE ROAD-BOWLING GREEN. XY

. .,,"\,4_,...
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Senior.

No. 33 LEE LAMPLEY
Last season: The 6.6, 210 pound forward averaged
69 poiats and 4.1 rebounds (team high) per game last
season He started 15 games while nearly doubling
his scoring total from 1997 to 98 Lampley netted
eight double-figure games as a junior, five of which
Western won.
Meet Lee: Lampley weat from the Windy City to
b Bowling Green when he committed to Western. He's
a from a basketball family — his brother, Lamone,
Lee Lampley  played at DePAul and as a professional in Europe;
Prother Michael at Illinois Chicago; and little brother
Sean is a junior at Cal Berkeley. Lampley was a first team All Stater
his senior year of high school, when he averaged 17.2 points, 107
rebounds and 3.4 blocks. He nailed 60 percent of his shots that year.
Prospects for upcoming season: Lampley is the veteran of all veter
ans on this Hilltopper roster, a selaxed warrior. He's the lone senior
wearing red and white. That's‘exactly why he.wanls to become the
leader, getting rebounds when it's needed and slamming it home
when it's needed. He's the type of player that can push and shove
down low, and fling the ball in with a pretty accurate touch from any
where He.shot nearly 42 percent from the floor last season. When he's
intense, he leaves an impression °

Juniors

No. 12 NASHON MCPHERSON

Last seasen: McPherson started nearly every
game, averaging nine points and 3.7 boards an out

. ing He scored in"double figures just once in the
first seven games, but notched more than 10 points
12 times in the iast 22 games. McPherson had two
double-doubles.

Meet Nashen: The sociology inajor averaged 26.7
points, eight rebounds and six assists per game his
senior year at Springfield Gardens High'in Queens,
N.Y He earned spots on the All-State and All

Nashon Public School Athletic League Team that year. Tom

McPhereson Konchalski, publisher.of High School Basketball

Iilsstrated in New York described McPherson as “a steal for Western.”

McPherson sat out his first season on the Hill, recovering from wrist

surgery ' =
Prospects for upcoming season: It seems that everyone knows

McPherson can explode when he pushes the detoaation button. e

can leap, hé can shoot and he can drive foes crazy with denying

defense. Bul everyone's waiting for the time McPhergon opens up his

¢ame on a consistent basis. He hopes the. time is now. The 64 guard

teammates call the Hilltoppers' hardest worker wants to display all

that running and training from the sumder* :
When he explodes, you'll know

No. 15 RASHON BROWN
season: Brown led the Hilltoppers in assists
. 19.times and snatched game-high assist hooors 11 |
times He shot nearly 50 percent and averaged 79
points per game Brown scored a career high 21
points against Louisville, the finat of three times he
eclipsed his career-high
i He's known as “Lil’ Bit” around the
locker room because of his 6-1, 185 pound frame
Brown was first-team all-state in leading his
‘Rashon Brown- Benedictipe High Bengals o the Ohio 1997 Division
11 state crown. He averaged 22 points, eight assisté and
{hiee steals per game as 2 senior, a year that included 39 and 38 point
games. Brown stole MVP honors in the stalé tournament
Prospects ming season: Brown is one of the Hilltoppers’
floor gemerals st the point spot. A disappointing defea in last years
Sun Belt Conference title game is still on his mind. it's a night on {
which hé says he let his team down. If things on the ‘court run smooth-
1y when he's inside the lines; it'll be because be’s haadling the con- |
trols. That's always swirling around inside-his mind .

© Meet the |

~.\

Sophomores

No. 23 DEREK ROBINSON
‘seasen: The conference Freshman of the Year, Robinson found him
; self in double figures.seven times. It dida't take long before he started — it
B e In the eighth game against Butler -~ but he repeated that just once. His
12 points, three boards and two assists were key in Western's win o¥er
Loisiana Tech in the conference tournament semifinals. He missed a couple
of games in February with a separated shoulder. !

‘Moet Derek: Man, oh, man did he fill stat shieets in 1998 Robinson led
Kentucky in scoring his senior year by drilling competition with 32 points per |
Derek game. Obviously, he was named-All-State. He started every single game (111)

Suring his high school career at Bourbon™County, hammering in school
Robinson records for polats 2.372) and assists (587 Robinson scored in double digits %
\imes, a feat climaxed by doing that in each of his last 85 games. He scorched the nets with a 51
percent career Tield goal average and 354 peréent average beyond the arc He averaged more |
D¥an 20 points three out of four prep seasons. Simply put, this Bourbon Co. Tiger made oppos
ing coaches want to run and hide in the locker room.

Prospects fe ‘Season: He's part of a strang group of guards filling Western's roster

for
Robinson doesn't like talking about individual hopes or goals, because he's thinking about how

he wants the team to finish the season. But ifhe gets into a shooting groove, he ca danger-

ous for any team.

No. 42 TREMAIN ROWLES
Last season: Rowles averaged 38 points and 1.7 rebounds per game last sea
son, teaming with Robinson to form one of the best rookie duos for Western \n
some time. He scored 17 points in 17 minutes at Louisville, a game in which he
three rebounds, two assists and a swat. g
Tremaln: Rowles also was anything but shy on the court during his
me, complimenting averages of 85|
rebounds and 6.5 assists. Rowles rose § ints two times at Gwynn Lake
College Prep School in Baltimore. He led his Parkdale High School team 1o
*the state championship game in 1997 and was named first-team All-Prince
Tromain Rowles Georges County and third-team All-Met (greater Washiagton, D.C., area)
SRR Prospects for uj season: Rowles slips in that crowded guard slot and
s Ioking to up the 15.3 minutes per game he came off the bench last year. He say3 he's in better
Shape and that his only personal goal is to play harder than ever. That accurate touch from
Dabind the are would help; be fired 5 of 10 in the Sun Belt tournament as a freshman. And bis 64
height gives Western more height at guard

No. 55 BRIAN ALLENSPACH

Last seasen: The 611 center sat out after transferring from Davidson the
year before. But he was a member of the 10-man USA One World elect
Team that won the Nea Moudania Tournament in Greece last June. He aver
aged 2.5 points and 38 rebounds per game then.

Meet Brian: The business major played on the Davidson team that

sneaked into the 1998 NCAA tournament by winning the Southern

Conference title. He averaged just more than a point a contest in 34 minutes
per game that freshman season. Allenspach averaged 15 points and 10
Dokrds per game his final year of high schoql. His Stoneman Douglas (Fla)
team finished 247 that year.
Prospects for upcoming seasen: He watched the first year of Western coach
* Dennis Felton's system come together from a different perspective than oth
. ors 1ast year, so he knows most of the nuts and bolts. But being &
Leammate/spectator is quite different from being a teammate/player. So. Allenspach is still

Allenspach

learning, His size helps boost Western's 64 average height from a year ag0 to 66 now. It's a
the needed

No.2 CHRIS MARCUS
Last season: The 7-1, 285 pound sophomore roamed campus as just & stu
dent last year, sitting out (o work on his class work. Beating homesickness
was his toughest test, while he worked on adding to-only one year of orga
fized hoop experience on his own
Meet Chris. Home is where Marcus’ heart his. no doubt about i
Hopefully, that home has some lofty doorways. Marcus’ ather and grandfa
B oo at about 6.4; his older brother Michael is 68 and played tight end
ot South Carolina State. In his one season of high school roundbail, Marchs
grabbed 3 spot on the Charlotte Area All-Star Team after averaging eight
Chris, Marcus . points and sine rebounds per game He nailed 60 percent of his shots. His
(ather James says when Chris emerged onto the gym floor that senior yeit, everyone-got
Marcus did, believe it or not, play junior high football as a 64 ninth grader, getting in

at quarterback and tight end
for w ‘seasen: Marcus just being in the lineup immediately adds to the

Hilltoppers He can go at it with the léague’s biggest batulers. Western pretty much knows that
B a0 ias somebody who can matchup size-wise with any opposition. He wants (& start his col
lege carcer by being known as a major defensive presence in the post Now, Marcus has to
keep being a pupil and polishing a young. young game

Hilltopper 1999-2000 Schedule \

11/20 - Sat. at Southern lilinois T pm 1/8 - Sat. st.Florida liiternational” 7.00 p.m. 219~ Sat. at Louisiana Tech® 700p.

11/23 - Tues. vs. Evansville T00pm W-ﬂm.‘wuk' 705 pm. 2721 - Mon_ vs. New Orleans*® 700 .1}

1127 - Sat. at St Joseph's (Pa) 12 noon 115 - Sat. at Arkansas State® T05pm. 2/24 - Thurs. vs. Arkansas State® 700 p.

11/30 - Tues. at Akron 700 p.m 118 -Tues. at Belmont 700 p.m. 2726 - Sat. vs. Arkansas-Little Rock® 700 p 4
122 - Sat. vs. South Alabama* 700 pam. 2/28 - Mon. at Denver® _800p.

12/4 - Sat. at Mississippi State 400 pm 124 - Mon. vs. 700 p.m. a =

1277 - Tues, va. Murray State 700 p.m. 1/27 - Thurs. vs. Louisiana Tech® 700 pm. 347 - Sun. at Sua Belt Tournament ™

1211 - Sat. s Va, Commonwealth 330 pm. 1729 - Sat. vs. 700 p.m.

1218 - Sat. at Vanderbilt T0pm 1/31 - Mon. at New Orleans® T30 pm.

Ao*lh.lc—h-ch—kmln.m 28 - Wed. at South Alabama* 705 pm.

12229 - Wed vs. Austin Peay 800p.m. 2/12 - Sat vs Florida . 700 p.m. * Sun Belt Conference Game

12730 Counsolatiop/Championship 5308 pm 217 -Thurs. at Louisiana-Lafayette® 705 p.m.

|

l

4 by Travis Mayo

Freshmen

No. 34 JIMMY BOYKIN
Last season: Boykinraveraged 17.8 points
and 10.1 rebounds as a senior af Murrah High
School in Jackson, Miss. He hit 578 percent of
his shots from the field
Meet Jimmy: Boykin added all kinds of
things 10 his resume last year. He earned All
America, All-State Dandy Dozen, All-Metro
and All-Conference honors. Next to the work
experience subhead are 48 blocked shots and
Jimmy Boykin 20 dunks, which means someone actualy
counted his jams. Just below that, you'll see that he tallied 101
Boints in three battles-against Mississippi's number one ranked\
team, and Boykin's Mustangs beal the opposition by an average
15 points per game. The hoop life must run'in the family, sin
his mother Sherri played at Georgia \j
Prospects for upcoming season; Just as it is with every (res]
«:an under the lights of Diddle Arena, Boykins has to learn a
hread new system. College basketball is a step up the ladder
But he's getting used (o the longer practices, more lengthy run
uing and tougher game. IU's hard, but that makes it fun, too. And

 watching Boykins the next few years could be the same

No. 43 DAVID BOYDEN
Last

season: Boyden pitched in nine points
and seven rebounds per game for Fork Union
(Va) Military Academy
. Meet David: The 68 forward went to Fork'
Union after wrapping up his high school
career at Hermitage High in Richmond in
. 1098 As a senior there, he averaged 17 points
and hauled in 12 boards per game. He was an
All-Metro pick and an hoporable mention All
David Boyden  Stater. Boyden led the team in rebounds all
(hree seasons he started. He also took the floor against fellow
freshmen Todor Panaov and Filip Videnov's Washington College
Academy team.

Prospects for upcoming season: Listen and learn That's
Boyden’s main priority right now. He's getting a lot of help fror
returning players and coaches. Boyden brings another set of
fresh legs for a team that wants to fly

No. 11 RAYNARDO CURRY
. Last season: Curry averaged 21 points, six
assists and four swipes per game at East
High School in Memphis last year. He
helped his team reach the, state 3A champi
- onship semifinals.

Meet Raynarde: From Graceland to
Topperland, Curry brings a long list of
accomplishments. Last year, he was 2
Tenriessee All-Stater, a member of the West
Raynardo Curry Tennessee Dandy Dozen Area squad and an
All-Metro pick He tossed threé 30-point outings into the pile
‘And his teams won a( least 20 games his last three years

Prospects for ol £ season: Elvis who? This Memphis
menace (at least that's how opponents regarded Curry) might be
t . but his talent iv high. He can drain
em from long range — he averaged nearly six long bombs per
game last season — and he can dish the ball. Some think Curry
tould be the top dog at the point before the year's finished

No 30 NATE WILLIAMS
Last season: Williams averaged 14 points.
nine rebounds and 25 blocks as a senior at
Ravenscroft High School in Raleigh, N.C He
helped his team to its most wins (1912) in 19

rs
Meet Nate: Did somebody say
McDonald's? Williams did last season, when

e was named a McDonald’s All-American

The 6.8 forward was also a three-time All-*
Stater and All-Conference pick. As a junior
‘All.Stater, Williams was runner-up for North Carolina class
2A Player of the Yoar, when he averaged 17 points and nine
boards. He scored 19 points per game as a sophomore
Williams also snatched MVP of of the Sports International
Tournament in Brussels, Belgiyn, leading the American team
to the championship of that multi national event two summers
ago. He's interested in a carcer in the medical field.

Prospects for upconiing season: It's often tough to tell how a

{reshman will shape up in the college club, but if Williams
keeps going down the same path, he'll be special. But you
could probably say that about all of the newcomers

NUV L & woov

v

No. 45 TODOR PANDOV

Last season: Pandov's scason was cut short when he suffered a |
ed kidney in Toronto. in early January while playing against th
highly-touted Maine Central Insttute Before that, he averaged
and six boards per game for Washington College Academy in Tennesse

‘Meet Todor: The Bulgarian native shot 47 percent from the field last
year. His best game was against Sullivan South High in the championship
game of Hardee's Tip O Classic in Jonesborough, Tenn  when be scored
19-points il route to the tourney MVP. Pandoy played on the Bulgarian
Junior National Team before coming to Americi And he played two sum
mers on a club team in Sofia, Bulgaria, that won the national title in its

19 and under age group. He's one of five Washington College Academy ath.

letes who signed with Division 1 schools. Four others dropped onto Duvision If roetees

Prospects for upcoming season: His English 15 still a little rough araund the cdges but
be's onty been in America for a year. His game nceds some polishing, bul it's beeh
B ercanized for only a year. IU's Just going to Lake him a bit of smart playing to fully devel
op Those who have'seen him play can‘l say enough about his athleticism And Felton says
andov's very hungry. He's just anbther valuable name among the best recruiting classes in
along ime :

9
Todor Pandov

No 1 FILIP VIDENOV

Last season: Pandov's leanimate at Washington College
averaged 18 points, five rebourids and five dishes per game last season He did t
with precision, firing 1n 52 percent of his shots, and a very notable 44 percent
from downtown ~*

Meet Filip: One of his favorite NBA players is Pheenix Suns guard Penny
Hardaway. Maybe that's why Videgovichose to wear N§ 1’ One thing’s for sure
this kid can play Just ask Oak Hill Academy — you know, thal prep squad every
iars afraid of Videnov picked up his season-high 26 points against thein The &
4+ ruard helped the Eagles finish third in the Reebok Prep Holiday Classic in
. Las Vegas, earning a spot on the All- Tournament team along the way He also
‘blayed on the Bulgarian Junior National Team before crossing the ocean

for upcoming season: The son of two engineers, Videnov hopes Lo engineer something

Pres)
big on the Hill He has the potential to make a quick impact on this team, with talent in every area

of the game.

»

MIKE WELLS : .

Last season: Wells averaged 23 poirts per game for Todd County Central lHigh Schoot last year
He was the Fourth Region Player of the Year and a second team All-Stater on_both the
Louisville CourierJournal and Lexington Herald-Laader teams

‘Meet Mike: He was sho first Todd Central player to ever reach 2,000 carecr poinis e finished
with 2,035 notched on his high school belt. Wells shot 50.percent from the field as a senior
including 42 percent from three-poiat land. If the last name sounds familiar, that's becausc it is
Wells isihe younger brother of former Russellville High, Austin Peay and NBA star Bubba
Weils. He's the first Todd County Central player (o sign with a Division | program sinee 1992

Prospects for upcoming season: Wells will sit out 199900 to work on his academics, but people
are gy excited about his talent. Felton loves him — thinks he's an absolute }07 10 be around.
3 heck of a hard worker who'll do nothing but enhance his game this year, and knows he'll con
tribute to the team in many ways Wells was the oné Bluegrass native Felton said Western had to
have, Now, they do. And in a year, it'll be in a big way

pressure from his teammates

Jonathax Kirshner/Herald

cademy. Videnov

November 11, 1998

Freshman forward Nate Willlams
goes to the basket while under

during an intrasquad scrifnmage.

oy
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Men's Preview Section 1999

Big men could be answer

to Toppers low-post problems

Freshmen, transfer
offer size and skill

By Travis Witntams

Herald reporter

.ar, the men's basket

was abused by oppos
big men This year

ltoppers look to return
favor

Full on heart but low on

height was the repeating factor
in last year's 13 16 campaign
But a crop of five hungry and
taleénted big men could prove
to be the answer to the
Toppers low post problems

We won't be undermanned
now we won't

anymore, maybs
have o pay for every hittle mis
take.” Coach Denms Felton
catd “We'll have more of a
physical presepce. we should
even be at an advantage some
nights

Much of
should comu
Chris Marcu
physical pres

that advantage
with sophomore
To call him “a

nee” might be an

understatement At 7-1 285
pounds. fellow teammate and
freshman forward David

TRat's a big boy
cater

After sitting out his first
year on the Il to concentrate

Boyden smd
he's a s

on classes, Marcus is ready to
enter the world of colle
ketball Knowing that.simply
relying on his natural gift of
height won't helpthe Topper
in the win‘column, Marcus put
in work over the. summer

bas

developing his stll growing
in areas the team desper

ately nee

nt the summer working
with my back
ket. getting stronger

moves

ting 10 shape,” Marcus
sai When the game Lime
comes, 1’11 be ready to go all
out

Despite Marcus large frame

he 1} has plenty of growing
ya another kevel JHaving only
yrganized basket
s potential

1 be off the hook

e vear of

yall experrence. b

even the sim

\s new to him
he's ne veen
Felton e
fastest developers

* raght an front of

ye to-eye with
ophomore cen
rian Allenspach
At 611 Allenspach. who sat
out last year due to NCAA
help
Felton's
which was

rules will

defend

beloved paint ar

molested last year by opposing

Jonathan Kirshner/Herald

Freshman forward Todor Pandov, nght, attempts to block fresh
man forward David Boyden from shooting dunng an intrasquad

scrimmage

teams The strongest of the
five Felton believes
Allenspach 1s probably the
best podt defender right now
Allenspach and Marcus help
make up an offense that will
involve the post players more

this year and give the guards
maore cushipn on the penmeter
on both sides of the court

I think we
the post more this year. we re
conna be a lot more physical
Allenspach said
go? some great guards too and
any one of them can shoot 1t
McPherson Brown
Robinson. Rowles

Also adding
heght to the
freshmen aith skills that put

want to look n

Jut we've

\See

team is a tf

them 1n i ¢
Both coa
are anxious tq see
Todor Pandoy appear
ance as a Hilltopper A 69
1. Pandov is onginal

Bulgania He
played s prep school ball at
Washington College Agademy
Pandov

their own
s and players
fres

s first

an

wing
ovdiy

ly from

in eastern Tennessed
like Marcus, s ther player
h raw 1. but who still
much to learn from Felton
and his basketball gurus
He's one of our most fun
guys to work with,” Fe Iton said
He learns something
everyday
Pandov's learnming started
over the summer when he
began prepanng himself for
college ball
1 worked some on post game
and dribbling.” Pandov said

new

Wmulwmm 3

owuxmmmimn-kmalmumtmmmwnnmw 3
methcnuuoppuumlmynr-mmHCMmqllﬂlmm o A
@ Now that the team muummmm-nmunmmnpmmw

tion? . s <
* mmwhbwmmmh-m&ﬂ‘:.m[ $

@ Will fans show up even during

Pandov has the and
ability to be the complete play
er to push the Toppers over the
hump

Coaches are also expecting
contributions from 6-8 for

sjze

wards David Boyden and Nate
Williams Both are hard work
ers and plan te add some

excitement to Hilltopper bas
ketball .
We're gonna play together
a team, we got a whole lot of
vieticism and that's what
we're gonna brning to the table
that and hard work.” Williams
satd “We're gonna try to put
Bowling Green back on the
map

As far as the up and down
v cxppcted this year
toyden think
they re pretty much ready fqr

as

liams and

We re goi run. | don’t

know if we re gonna press a lot
but you gotta play that'D
Boyden said

jovden has a soft touch

around the rim along with a
consistent 195 to 18-foot jumper
Wwilliams 1s the sohd fefender
who Felton calls a “warrfior on
the court. that gives it his all
everyday

The big men are a key ingre
dient for Felton to cook up an
interesting season. The big
men will debut in their first
official home game of the sea
son Nov. 23 against Evansville
The bandwagon 1§ officially
open for everyone who jumped
off

A}

il remembering that at the end last season. |
anamwmr.umnug.q-ww
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Hilltoppers|

from the

College

Heights Herald|

Go Toppers
e |
Lady Toppers
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 Special for All Basketball Fans ‘:
. 10% Discount on any
. WKU Basketball Tee Shirt,
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Sweatshirt or Hat.
Valid through 11/24/99
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Cincinnati leadin

By TrAvViS MAYO
Herald reporter

Hate ‘em or love ‘em, this
bunch of rough B ts is once

tributor 1o the popularity of
JUCO transfers. The Tiger who
defies everything. not just y

is back as the nl‘nlni
C of

again highly tolted. It's become
an annual event — Cincinnati
ranked in the preseason upper
echelon. It lost guard Melvin
Levett, but that's about it.
_ Welcome back, Kenyon
Martin and Pete Mickeal, two
seniors who can dominate any
tite, any place. Proof. both were
the leading scorers on the us
team that conquered the Worlﬁ
University Games. Throw i ;
freshman guard DerMarr
Johnson, called possibly the
school’s best recruit since Oscar
Robertson; freshman center BJ
Grove, another huge recruit,.
freshman guard Kenny
Satterfield, who won back-to-
back New York Citly and state
titles as a high schooler; fresh
man guard Leonard Stokes, who
beat out Satterfield for New
York's Mr. Basketball
Goodbiye, Queen City Hello

Indianapolis

Cincinnatl. Donned in those

biack uniforms, the Bearcats
frontcourt are like diamonads
wrapped in coal ’

Martin and Mickeal could claw

coach Bob Huggins back into the
Final Four, a place he hasn't been
since 1992. Then there's a fresh
man class that has the ability 10
make theNOhio River fiuw back
ward :

Michigan State. Mateen

Clefves chose not to bag mil
lions and stay in school for a rea
son: he wants the Spanaas 10 go
even farther than Tast year's Final
Four feat. Me's got a heck of a
supporting cast to help vm
Buoﬂh Carolina. Who'd have

thought the Tarheels would =

be regarded S0 highly after.the
Weber State debacle last March?
But that first-ever first round f0ss
in schdol history should be ossed
to the back of the photo album f

" this team — led by senior guard

.£d Cota — lives up to its poten
tal. First, Cota has to retum from
an indefinite suspension
Connecticut. The reason the
defending champs aren t
atop the Mmountain Richard
Hamilton. He leaped past 3
chance at repeat’ apd into a pool
of profit. but left behind a pack of
Huskies that can still cause so
much trouble. Juniof guard Khalid
El-Amin (s simply the man in
Hantford,
Aubum. Senior forward Chns
Porter is another sohid con

Managers key to te

By Curis YEO
Herald reporter

When you watch the
Hilltoppers basketball team this
season, take a [ook at the bench
during a timeout Look at the guys
who don't have to duck when they
walk into the bathroom stall. the
ones who aren't in uniforms that
are scurryng around the bench
making sure coaches have markers
and boards 10 outhne plays on and
the players have water and towels

Then scan the stands for the
guy with the wideo camera who 15
waiting for play to resume These
are the men behind Western s
hoop dreams. the mianagers

The men's basketball team
empioys five full-ime managers
who provide a wide array of ser
\ices to the team At this week
end's game the managers could be
found hurrying around Diddle
Arena two hours before the game
doing whatever it took o prepare
hanging uniforms in lockers
prepanag the visitors and offy
cials’ dressing rooms, checking
that the battéries in the camcorder
are charged, getting ali the neces
sary equipment on the floor and

the Year, And the Tigers’ talent
doesn't drop theFs. ¢
Florida. "S/get about the
pigskin posse that munches
in “The Swamp,” Billy Donovan's
Gators hoops squad has .sharp
teeth, 100, Only one senior fills the
ster, just above what many think
could be one memorable frosh
class.
7 Temple. The Owis are without
just one major player, guard
Brokenborough, from last
year's Elite Eight team. Oh, and
Kentuckian (former University
Heights standout) Lamont Bames
is back. Coach John Chaney didn’t
think his frontcourt played like it
should've Jast yéar, but shouldn't
be worried a few months past
Arizona. Throw formet Wake
Forest center Loren Woods’
7-1 into the mix and the’ Wildcats
are poised to snap back into
national championship ogntention,
But sophomore torward Michael
Wright, Arizona's leading retuming
scorer and rebounder. (s the 10p
snaggletooth
Ohlo Stats. The Buckeyes
have the best backcourt in all
of Amenca — including the man
1and and all colonies Scognie
Penn and Michaei Read are a du
tor another Final Four stotl. but the
Buckeyes depleted frontiine s pet
formance will tell the tale
Duke. A ot of crntics are
Ttounting the Blue. Devils
out because Eitor Brand. W
Avery and Corey Maggette ended
Duke's early NBA immumity But
there/s this one thing that might
never swipe Duke from.the hunt

am

it's stll Dure

Kansas. Rdy Wilhams has

gone 30572 in 11 years
at the helm, but last year's 2310
finish was anything but Jayhawk
jubilee. Jumior center Ernc
Chenowith had to battle inside
alore o year ago. bul that
shouldn't be the case this time

ound

Iinols. Without that Big

Ten tournament run, many
wouldn't even be thinking about
the lilini that fimshed 14-18 in ‘98
99. But everyone’'s rushing 1o see
how this team does after the trat
er. It's a young team wilh the
league’s Freshman of the Year
guard Corey Bragford, coming

UCLA. A deep bench and
geep history should keep

doing anything else that the coac h
e or players needed

After the game the managers
stick around for another two hours
cleaning up and prepanng for
lomorrow's practice

It 15 not unusual for us to be
doing laundry &t [ am sopho
more Bryan Masters said “That's
partof it

So why do they do it” Yeah it
looks good on a resume yeah the
young men make contacts for the
future, but the resounding reason
for going through the long and
sometimes humbling duties of a
college basketball manager 15 the
relationships

Western's managers are not the
picked on and insalted Bobby
Bouchers of Division 1 b.l"kl'll)l“
They're part of the team. & team
which considers itself a family

To me, relationships’ mean a
lot people mean a lot.” sophomore
Paul Gibson said ~We're fortunate
10 be 1n @ relationship with guys on
the team that are thoughtful
enough 1o know whalt we go
through *

Like sophomore center Brian
Allenspach, who offered to do the
team s laundry in an effort to light

g men’s

the Bruins from ng in the
deep end. Despite losing guard
and star Bareq_Dawvis' 10 the NBA.
Steve Lavin should have 2 soiid
building, toward rock-solid.
Kentucky. If senior center
Jamaal Magloire can push
and shose in the land of giants,
and if the Wildcats can count on
everyone pitching in. Kentucky
could hush a lot of nay sayers
t. John's. What a back-
court in Eric Barkley and
Bootsy Thomton, the Red Storm's.
two leading returning scorers -
‘who'll be complimented by senior
forward Kavor Postell and sopho-
more forward Anthony Glover.
Many arg hyped about Gloyer, who
sat out lagt season because of
academic struggles,
Tennessee. The whispers
about this roundbail team
clad in orange leading into last
season quickly became mere gos
sip, as Tennessee dropped some
games carly. And even though the
Vols tumed their season around
they ended it by getung drummed
81.51 in the second round of the
NCAA tournament But talance
could turm gosstp nto fact
Utah. Oduds are Rick
Majerus will stili be thang n
a hotel room when this season
wraps up. And odds arc mis Utes

wit argund thg
Semor toawdrng
yanno Mottola has to be the one
10 AEEP ‘©M rUNNINg

Syracuse’

h

tneir 215

years th yach
Jim Cathoun sadys Syf s the
team 10 watch in the Big East But
t's gong 10 take more than com

pliments 10 knock Boeheim off the
st
never
onship

st college coaches to
wip a nalional chamo

Fresno State. Despite o

thin  frontcourt.  the
Bulldogs have stangoul senior
guarg Countney Alexander on thew
sige. Coach Jerry Tarkaman would
like 10 e chewing his towel in the
NCAA toumament. instead of its
sideshow. the NIT_ But the loss of
Chns Herren obviously huns

DePaul. The class that

everybody was jabbering
about last season now has a httie
more substance. especially 66
sophomaore gu.lrd"vmmd Quentin
Richardson He wept 'his feet in
Blue Demon land because he
wants 10 make DePaul @ nationat
power

Texas. Junior center Cnns

Mihm nailed down 19 dou

am’s success

en the burden on the managers

The bond between manager
and player doesnt end after the
last jersey has been picked up off
the locker room floor A couple of
weeks ago, Allenspach and fresh
man forward Todor Pandov went
with Masters and Gibson and some
friends to the movies and then
bowling Gibson said

Our relationship goes beyond
the court, Allenspach said
“We've developed a fnendstup

For those of you thinking this
sounds like a pretty good mig don’t
forget. the Hilltopper managers
put in a full ydar

*It goes beyond the season of
basketball, it's a 12 month a year
thing.” Masters said

Like the players, the managers
responsibilities o the team do not
end with spring exams They con
tinue to work with the coaches
recrutting for the next season
doing work in their offices or
working with the summer camps

“1t takes a special person to do
what we're doing.” Junior head stu
dent manager JT Henderson
explained There's nol’a lot of
recognition You gotta love the
guys you re working for and with

in 1998.99. The 7
footer's 12.7-points and 11
boards an ouling should make
second-year coach Rick Barnes
raise the Longhoms. The thing is.
senior fotward Gabe-Muoneke
brings back a 16.5 points averbge
mﬂuyund. Gone is Steve
Francis, who spent just
one year in Terrapin threads Now.
junior forward Terence Morms has
to be consistent to stack up
against ACC competition )
Wake Forest. The ACC
could be wide open, and
the Demon Deacons are part of
the jumble. it's a team with nearly
everybody returming from a 1714
year that some thought should ve
been granted an NCAA benth
Miami (Fla.). Forward Tim
James will gefinitely be
hard to replace -
18 7 points. B 2 rebounds and
2 1 blacked shots. and shared the
Big East Player of the vear®nonars

bl 1

with Connecticut 5 Richard
Hamilten But the Murocanes
could surprse some peopit
Lauisville. The nals
have 4 » o tot of 1 nt
especiaily it the two N nt. are
cieared 1o hit the hartdwoua  Muct
coultd gepend On WhEr o Rudrd

Top 25

he did average

Marques Maybin decides 10 show

”

|

SUNY-Albany. Okay. S0 ~ B
this team has absolutely !

no chance in hell of cowng any

thing. Most pick them close 10 last .

of all 318 Dvision | programs But

4 felt sbery for them — thew home

court in Albany.*N.Y . 1s called the

Recreation ‘and Convocation

Center. for Pete’s sake

AllAmerica Team .
First Team L
Ciwis Porter, Auburn forward

I ——

Second Team

Shane Battier, Duka forward p
Pete Micheal, Cincinnats forward $
Chris Mihm, Texas conter ¢

WHOLESALE|
JEWELRY

(LN
|

781-11HA

We Buy Wholesale
Jewehlry Closeouts!

N

Get it
Can For

ile You
istmas!

 In the Big Red Bam on ScousvilleRd.

"OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK ;
2910 B Scottsville Rd. .

Bowling Green o
(270) 781-1194 ‘
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The fountain runneth over
_ Quietly, Felton and company
swayed high schooler after
high schooler to the Hill And
before he knew it, he had
what's been labeled the
nation's 26th-best recruiting
class Dick Vitale picked the
crew as the Sun Belt
Conference'’s top newcomers.

And when they finally hit
the Hill, they became soldiers
vying for spots with the veter-
ans practice the heated bat-
tefield 8 b

“You know everybody can
play,” Boyden said. “There’s no
one on this team that doesn't
have the ability to come in and
start any night So you definite
Iy have to come to praclice
ready for war IU's time o get
down once we get in belween
the lines.”

That's because Felton didn’t
know who would fill what spot
when that first practice was
looming. Hg couldn’t answer
all the qugstions about who
would start, or how much play
ing time the toddlers would
snag He wanted to leave it up
to who clawed for rebounds the
hardest, who pushed them
selves up and down the floor
the most, and who proved that
the college arena could be his
domain It was wide open

‘It defingtely raised thé
competition level,” senior for
ward Lee Lampley said “Last
year, we didn’t have as many .
players that were able to do

what they can do. We've got
some height this year, we have
some guards who can play. it
definitely does raise the com
petition level.”

Youthful vetesaas

It's easy Lo sev tiai this team
is young from top to botlom,
because Lampley's the lone
senior »

Those returning are young
velerans

On the side, they're teach
ers, using the court as their
classroom. The pupils? The
same ones they call teammates
So why would a senior, two
juniors and two sophomores
help a bunch of greenies to the
game? Because the-sooner
everyone knows the X's and
0O's, the sooner the Hilltoppers
win ol {

That's why sophomore gynrd
Derck Robinson answers ques
tions like a quiz show. He
believes the youth will make

the entire ensemble closer, on’

and off the court A

And when it gels, the real
fun begins

“1 think about it every day,”
Robinson said. “1 see different
sports channels and I see dif-
ferent teams, how they won the
championship, and in different
interviews they ask players
what it's taken. And they say
it’s taken a lot'of teamwork and
a lot of commitment, and every
body has to play their role
This team is a lot to look for

il roster Spots

ward to. We just have to come

out here and work hard, know-*

ing that youse going to be
somewhere, someday, and that
hard work's going to pay of.”

But don't drink the water ..
yet

It's not clear enough yet. It
hasn't been filtered enough.
It's not basketball-purified.
Right now, the fountain is spit-
ting out river water, its
Hilltoppers wanting well
water

The nursery, Diddle Arena,
is the raising ground, the most
serious playground. Recess is
all business. Running. Drills
Running. Learning. Runnipg

While n\e youngslers are
anxious to tackle their biggest
game, they're alsd willing to
wait for those microphones and
those questions. It can only
make the moment sweeter.

“Greatness never happens
overnight,” Felton said. “It
really doesn’t. There are some
teams that do get out of the
gate fast and have success, but
still not reach greatness. It
takes time, it always takes
time

“That doesn’t mean we're
going to stand around and have
the attitude that it's going to
happen. We have to make it
happen with how we approach
things every day.” 0l

When the hours finish tick
ing, when it happgm. then the
discovering reels off dividends

And the fountain runneth
over

\ ~ Daniel Wallace/Herald
Freshman guard Filip Videnov drives to the basket dumning
Sunday's exhibition game against Team Concept in Diddle Arena.

Follow the Hilltoppers all season in the sports section of the Herald
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Upsize your
COMBO MEAL
to 32 oz. Biggie
drink & Great Biggie fry!
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‘Wendy's Is a proud corporate
sponsor of Western Basketball. i
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