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WESTERN K'UTUCKY STATE TEACHERS COLLECE
Bowling Creen, Nembucky,

Ha He chew
Prosident

Home /s By Chandler,
Governor of Eentucky,
Prankfort, Ty,

¥y dear Governor Chandler:

On lagt Tuesdey afternoon I sent you the following
telogram: :

“Since returning I have had &n opportunity

to talk with Dry Ty Cy Grise, Dean of our
ingtitution who has had direetion of

the pgraduate work and & large group of
oducators gnd citigens, I desire to make
unanimous the vote reguiring all graduate
work to be done at the University of Renbuely"

8ince that time T heve been thinking a great deal

about the history end developmont of Western Teachers College;
how 1t wes cetablished thirty yeers ago as a Norwmal School,
inheriting the traditions, prestige, end equipment of & well
established private college; how, responding to the needs and
demande of the times, it has grown from this begimning through
the s’b&gen of & normal school with a limited program, through a

course of study, to & place as the lergest teachers
college im Americay with standards and mhiﬁmﬁs zecond to
none in this country.

I feel, therefore, that thore are certain statenents
which I should make at this timey statenents which, on eeccount of
the situation prevailing at our conferonce last Monday, I did not
feel free %o make at that time, and yeb which are uecessary, I think,
in order that you may understand my attitude and feeling toward the
elimination of graduste work Cran Western Teachers College,

General Btatoment: Through high stendards of
scholarship, well om'ﬁ! ed ocourscs of study, a superior teaching
staff, and splendid physiesl facilities provided by the stabe
this imstitublon hes, from its hegiming, striven to offer the
very best opportunities for young men and women of Hevtucky %o
achiove their educatioual objectlives, snd has earmestly sought to
live up to ite responeibilities im helping to provide a trained
lendership for the different types of edueational service within
the pbate, Western has at all Limes been alive end responsive to
the changing neede of cur public school systen, snd the emacting
demands of an ever inercasing educational conscience, and has endeavored
to meet these noeds end demands by keeping ite educational progrem
abroagt of the times and in harmony with the best intercstes and standards
of our profession,
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_ It is, therefore, in keeping with the purposes of the
college, its policy, its progress, and in response to folt neceds and
growing demands for graduate work in ite service arca that the
institution decided to organize in 1981 a divieion of graduate study.

Hetablishment of the Creduate School: Throughout the
vagt domain of BoULLOrn and WesLorn Lontucky tLers were hundreds of
young men and women of ambition and ability who were anxious to better
equip thomselves to weet the constently inmereasing requirements of their
profession, and yet who for occonomic and other reascne, wore (enied
this opportunity, Wostern did not declide to enter the field of graduate
work until the demands from lhese people Lecome most sarnest and mumorous,
until the imstitution felt thet it wes a professiomal dubty it owed the
state in advanclog the etandards of the teaching profession, and until
the management of the colloge was sure that a program of graduste
instruction could be imaupurated and malntained which would appeal %o
porsons desiring the pursue graduste study snd werit the respect and
eonfidence of the public at large.

We did not exter this field of mere advanced professional
sertice in a hurried or haphazard memuer, For meny months before the
organization of the graduate division of the cellege the adrinistrative
steff and teeching freulty wore earmestly engaged in a study of the needs
of our service erea and of the deslrability and feasibility of graduste
work im the institution, It was only after mumerous committee and faculty
corforences were called, meny consuitations of alumi and other educators
in Fentucky wore held, and extensive investigations of graduate work in
the best institutione of the country were made_that the decision to
provide this educatiomal serviee was reached,( After the msnagement of
the ecollege had been convinced that weo would be"derelict in our obligations \

to hundreus of our gradumtes end professional {riends, and tho noods of
Wostern Eeptucly, if we failed to weot this new responsibility the Board

of Hogents voted unsnimously on April 36, 1091, to authorize the president
and the faculty %o orgeuize a department of graduste study, to aaw»bl& '
the neccseary equ!"mam and ma’owlal’&, and to do whatever was necessary
to make the work of such quality ss Would merit the reepdct of edueatiml
leaders and mset the demands of progressive edueation, Before making the

cPganization and Inmaupurating the progrem, howevsr, the nsttor wis erzbmitm
to cach member of the two Hormel Exooutive f'mwwus of tho-state, and pot /

4 disponting vote waw cast, Barly in the summey of 1081 the Hormal
Bxecutive Council, meeting in %intz seseion 6% Morchead Teschers College,
{ormally and WmmRimously approved tho establishing of the graduite departiwnt
st Vestern, it should aleo be pointed out thut the graduate divisien of -
'h}zia institytion was organized undor a legislative enactuent authorizing
spxtongion of the courees of study of the teachers college end the granting
of appropriate dogreces

Purcoge and Scope of the Craduste Work: The Western
Kontuoky State Teachers Coliore exi&Ls 1oF the purpose of trailning
tenchors and aduinistrators for the schools of the Commomwealth, The
collepge recognizos as its duby and aceepbs es its function the training
of students to Lecomo teachers in every type of sehool abt present
supported by the states 1t also accepts the responsibility of training )
supervisors for rural schools, supervisors of speeial subjeebs, privcipals,
and superintendents, The establishment of the graduste school wes in
harnony with these purposes and responsibilities,
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Briefly states, Lthe primary objectives of the graduate
division of the college are: -

ae To moet the domends for thoe training of
principels, supervisors, and superintendents
on the graduste level,

Be To make, through well orgenized and effective
regearch, definite contributions toward the
gsolution of teaching and adminietrative problems
in the schools of the siate.

¢. To strengthen and improve the undergraduste
progrem of the college, by providirg materials
and procedures regerded as highly veluable in
an officlent progrem of undergraduste instructlons

T desire to point out that the greducte division of
Western Teachers College is eontirely professional in weture, The cowrse
offerings heve been limited to those dopartmepts inm which there ave real
demands for graduste work, with educatiosal adwinistrailon end supore
vision as the conter of cur graduste progrem, Regardless of his [iclds
of concentration snd the number of hours he mey presont in other subjects,
no student is permitted to become a candidave for the Haster of Arts
degree until ho bes sgetisflod ot least the minimm undergraduate require-
meonts in educations

Wostorn Teachers Upliege ie thoroughkly consclous of the
fookt thot there oxlsts e multitude of problems elfveting education in the
torritory eerved by the institutlon; problems that wre orylng for sélution,
The type of investigation aud research imvolved in the solution of these
problens calls for greduste worke The date collected are not ouly
indispongable in this eonuection, tut become the basis for and the raw
motoriel of effoetive underegreduste lusbruction locking fowerd the
training of educational workers for the Coumomwealth, The courses offored,
and the roscareh work done in the departuents in vhich greduste work is
avalleble are planned with & viow to contributing definltely towerd the
solution of the sdmimietyative and teaching problemg of thoe schools of
Bontuelys

Berollment in the Craduste Division: The greduste school
held ite {iret gession in the summeyr of 1901 with a totel enrellmont of
gixty-one different shudents, At tho beglnning of the fell swmoster of
tho same year lorty studente were onrolled,; The sthendavee during the
regular yoor and swweer sossion has steadily incromsed umtll last summer
there vere one hundred fortyenine different graduste students enrolled
for graduste study, Of those in sbtondence, cichty-four wore men and
glxtywfive wore women, Thoy held the baceslaurcate dogree from sixtesn
difforent celleges end came from fortyethree different counties, located
almost ontirely im westorn Hontucky. The distribution of these students,
ascording to their flslds of spcclslization, was as follows: School
administretion end supervisiony seventyw-threes Englieh, thirty; Pioclegy,
sixtesn; History, twelve; Mathemeties, six; speelel, twelve,

The group leat summory and this le also true of other terms,
was composed lergely of mabture men and women who hold positions as prineipals,
superintendents, supervisors, college teachers, high school and olenentary
teachors, and were pursuing courscs lesding to the Master of Arts degree,
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with a view to giving thunselves a moro thorough and oxtonsive preparaw
tlon for tho positions which they were helding, In thie group there were
thirty prineipals and superintendents, oight collicge teachers, sixty-elght
high school teachors, fourtesn elemontary teachers, four athletle coaches,
three ettendarce offlcers, ond three vho oxpocted teo contimue graduate
gtudy during the presont year,

Op the basle of the information vhich we now have, we
beliove that at loast two hundred graduste students would attend the
summer se¢ssion of 1986 for the purpose of pursulng courses leading o
the Master of Arts degree, if the opportunity chould be provided,

A total of four hundred nincteem different students have
comploted ono or wore terms of graduste study at Wostern, Of the total
number onrolled seventyeone have reveived the lMuster of Apts degrees
Several of these have beon admitted to some of the best praduste schools
of the country for work leading to the dostorste and with full recognition
of the oredite ecarned ot Wostern Teachers College. There will be
approximately thirty additionsl candldates for the degrec at the close
of the reguler sehool yoar and ot the end of the sumner session im August,

All of the studeonts, wlo have begum graduste work at
Western, are men and women of such ability end exporlense a8 to prefit
from graduste study, Hest of them would return from time to time for
the completion of requlremente for the Mesler's degree; for finsnoial, end
othor reasons, it will not be possible for moet of theeo Lo go olsewhere
for a continuation of thelr gyaduate study, Wo lve hed & nmumber of good
people; holding responsible posltions, who hove boen coming %o the college
in the afternoons amd on Saturdays for prri-tine praduste work, end who
muet secure thoir advaneed training im this way, if at alls

The institutlon ected in good faith whon iU aocopted
theso students for graduate work and, thereby, ontersd intoc an sgreement
to provide for them epportunities for a continvetion of their graduate
studyes It is vory clear thet we ave at this time confromted with a very
gsorious situation on agcount of the wnuifilléd oLligatione Lo those
students who heve besn with ue before, to tHlse wio are now on the oumpuss
as woll a8 to poople of our sectien of thoe slates loreover, Lif our
gradunte vwork is olimimated 1t will bo & cousbant fouree of embareseacnt
%o the iustitubion, and to those to whom it hes granted the Masber of Arte
degres, because of the inevitablc lowering of the prostige of the degrees
0f course, theore are also other difficulbies invelved which might be
mentlonod,

. Cont of Oraduste Instruetiocn: Approximebely oune-nall of
the credits reguired ior Lhe haster of Arts degree may be eamed in
advanced senlor oollege ocourses, which must be offered snyway in order
o0 take ocure of our under-graduate ncads, The permiselon granted to
graduste students to earn oredit in eonlor courses Ly dolng additlcnsl
roscarchy reading, ot eeters, 18 in keoping with the polloy of the best
gradusto sohools of the counbiry, Pach sewecter an avorago of about thirtye
five semesteyr hours of greduate work hus boen offered in courses open
only to graduate students, Theose additlonal offerings in the graduate
field reguire, on the averasge, the equivalent of two end one-hslf full
time teachersy but are distribuied smong ifbeen to elghteen of the bost
trained momberes of the teaching stalf In order to piovide betler graduste
opportunities, and at the same time, to prevent any reductions ln the
standards of our undergraduate programes It ls apparent, thereflore, that
through eareful amnggweim, agd by limiting thg gradu;&a work o' tho




page O

: nocds of the institution and our service area, we have been
able to build a progrem thet hes won the conildence and respect of our
gtudents and the publie, end yet at the seme time, has been cerried
on ab & very low ocost Lo the sbates A8 a watber of fuct, afber deducting
£he amount which the institution receives in graduste student fees, the
totel additional cost for gradusto instrucktion is arproximately $4,000,00
per year, an emowmt too srell to finamce a good departwent of regearch,
which would be soroly neoded if the gradunte school were not maintained;
to say mothing of the serviee rendored, and the opportunities provided
hundrods of deserving young men and women in Viestern Rentuckys

Sunmarizing Stabement: The graduate werk st Wostern
Toachers College cemo into existence in response to definlte noeds and
demande, and was inaugurated with the full kmovwledge and spproval of those
governing bodies functioning under the laws of Kentucky and charged with
this responsibility. Tho graduate work at Western ie entirely professionsal
in mature, designed exmclueively for the training of educatlonal workors,
and confined to those flelds of study in which there sre Justiliaeble needs
and demands for advenced Lrainings Every phase of the graduate program
hes been plamed with s view to conbtributing definitely toward the solubtion
of edminletrative and tesching problems of the schools of FHentuckys The
large numser of students that have enrolled for graduste study end the
nunber receiving the Vaster of Apbe degree indieate the condidence and
appreciation of the work being dencs The recogmition given several of our
graduates by some of the most oubtetanding gradunte schools of the country
atbtests tho quality of the work and the standards maivtained, The coet of
this graduste instrustion teo the state is pegligibles

1 en cousbrained %o believe that if our fellow educators in
Kertuchy, snd those inm positlons of authority sand responsibility, were
thoroughly femilier with the servies which our graduate school is rendering
to the cause of eduention im the state they would ugree that this vork
should be eontinued; end that it would be a serious wistake Yo deprive many
eupable and desorving young mon and women of Vgstern Hentueky of the oppePe
tunity for wore advenced profescional training end atbelnmont,

These stetements have bova wmsde with & view of giving you
& glimpee into the purpeses, progreun, and progress ol our preduste sehooly
sud a viobure of o few of the things thet wore im my nind during the
eonlorence last Tonlay afternoon, and which swde it lmpossible et that time
for me Lo teke any position other then that indiccted,

lost respoctfully yours,

Tleile CHLRRY
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