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STUDENT SUPPORTI

“Starting a scholarship is an incredible way to - |
give back o WEKU and in turn support students L
who are just starting their careers. The Dr. Todd &

Cheever and Mrs. Jean Cheever Scholarship
was established to honor my mother’s legacy of
service. T included it in my estate plans because
it’s important to me to know the scholarship in

her memory will continue to grow even when

I'm not here to contribute to it.

Dr. Todd Cheever ('87, L)

Associate Dean, UK College of Medicine-Bowling Green Campus

)

WHAT'S YOUR LEGACY ¢ -

To learn more about planned gifts or other ways to support your

favorite WKU program, contact the Office of Planned

Giving at 270-745-6993.

1 ROTC CELEBRATES 100 YEAF

The Hilltopper Army ROTC program,

celebrates its 100th anniversary during the

2018-2019 academic year, has a proud history

of producing military leaders.

FROM THEH

— HIGHLIGHTS

14 FROMTHE PRESIDENT

Visit with WEKU President Timothy C., Caboni ('94) and

learn more about his recent Big Red Road Trip.

16 ATHLETICS

News from Western Kentucky University

9 STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT

Meet Lindsey Filiatreau ('11), w ho recently reccived

an NIH Fogarty Global 1 lealth Fellowship ro fund her

dissertation work in South Africa.

Celebrate 100 years of Hilltopper Football and meer the 22 1YO: CUBA

members of the honarary All-Century team.

Cuba takes center stage during WKU'’s 2018-2019

International Year Of . . . (IYO) program.

WKUSPIRIT



LILLIAN NELLANS | Des Moines, lowa

—— CAMPUS NEWS

6 WKU students awarded Fulbright
U.S. Student grants

ix WKU students have been offered |'ll|1\1'l'|t_',hl' 11.S. Student Grants for the 2018-2019

academic year from the U.S. Department of State and the J. William Fulbright Foreign

Scholarship Board: Sarah Angelle of Monticello, Ky.; Sarah Linder of Louisville, Ky.;
Logan Mitchell of Hebron, Ky.: Lillian Nellans of Des Moines, lowa; Maggic Sullivan of

Louisville, Ky.; and Elizabeth Upshur of Antioch, Tenn. Recipients of Fulbright awards arc

selecred on the basis of academic and professional achievement as well as record of service and

leadership potential in their respective helds.

WKUSPIRIT
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LIVAN | Louisville, Ky.

LOGAN MITCHELL | Hebron, Ky.

ELIZABETH UPSHUR | Antioch, Tenn.

CORINNE MURPHY

Jorinne Murphy named Lean

of College of Education and

Behavioral Sciences

ravost at West Chester University

3 af 15 been
i J £
f Education and |
i e
Dr. Murphy began her duties
Im i no etinng
1al i t

Hilltopper nation as the next

Miaar frhe

d |
and Behavioral Sciences,” Dr
Murph 1 | are K
to empowering WKL students to

k forward t
facuity i ind 1en |
continuing to build life-changing

vVickarland of € ..|||!\|n sville, K
Ky

WKU wins 2018 Hearst overall national championship

KU's School of Journalism & Broadcasting ha

s won its tourth overall national

l.FLl!!!l\il”]\[lli' mn ||'Il ]ll Aarsi |"I|”'..|||'\.’I'I '\'.\.Ilil'. |r||I_§:[.HI'[

WKL .["'-'"' ed first overa

mpetition and the Hearst Intercollegiar

learst Intercollegiate Writing Competition

rwir the Hearst Ine

¢ Photojournalism Competition and finishing fifth in the

he . 1 ' VKT
The « |1_.rnu|m.\|n|\ continues three decades of success for WKU' School of Journalism &

IGASLINgE 1n the

s in 2000, 2001 and 2005 a

n in the top ¢ ight nationally tor 2
WKL students have won 15 | lears

wojournalism in 1987

ystralgin

1988, 1991, 1992

Hearst program, often called

1Yo

1996, 2004

] .

Ihe Pulirzers of colleee jour
ished in the top three overall for nin
ars

lual narional

hampionships since 1985

vs 1 2006,

— GILMAN SCHOLARS

14 WKU students awarded Gilman

International Scholarships

otal of 14 WEKI

stuclents receive

d Benjamin AL Gilman International Scholarships o

fund study abroad opportunities in the summer or fall of 2018

Katie Daniels of Glas

b were selected as G

wad programs in the fall

Hernandez wres of Bowline

th Neblett of Cedar Hill. Tenn

el ™
A LNY

Hart of Princeton, Ky

and Tristan Shaw of

e up to $8,000 o fund their st

y n - "
Riana Berry of Lexington, Ky.: Sheila Buder

| Fenn,: Lill 1 of Campbellsburg,
reen, Ky Michael King of Franklin, Ky.: Jeremy

i Robert Myers of Louisville, Ky.; Antonio McManis of Shelbyville,

vla Roeers of Charlotte, N.(

3 i l
CDlcELAC \.“I|| I.'\-('iii_l

ralism.” WKLU won

c straight years

2005, 2006, 2008, 2010, 2014 and 2016
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WKU CONVOCATION

KU is ready to move ahead now that
the 10-year road map is in place.
essage WKU President Timothy C. Caboni ('94)

delivered during his annual Faculty and Sraff Convocation,

That was the m

“What we have created together is our way forward—how we

fine and how we direct our future,” President Caboni said of the

University's strategic plan. "We've titled this plan ‘Climbing ro Grearer

Heights," recognizing that our hill is real in the physical sense and it is

of the journey that is indeed an uphill challenge fi

sut one that is rewarding and worthwhile at the top
The plan is the resule of months of work and input from across

nd th r WKL lt is divided into thr

the campus and tl

ity and be-yvond

parts: our students, our hill and our comm

“The story [ want told about this year is thar we focused like

help our campus community succeed and that will help our r
succeed,” he said. Students are the “heart of everything we do, and the

Cluded i our plan ensure we locus even morg

on helping every student we admit graduate from WKU.

Chaneges in the admissions processes have already resulved in a

ne ireshman Class, 1'réside

Caboni said, 4

and the initial indicators are positive. This entering

GPA at 3.39 and the h

C |_I_\\ has the

1 our history. As we

fulling implement the student success tactics in our stra-tegic plan

wr persistence and success rates will climb.

WKU is also otter o incoming stude

whose high school GPAs are berween 2.0 and 2,49, "We know they

d

can be successtul,” he

WKUSPIRIT

e students will be admitted to the Summer

S NVE Wt

[hey will complete two classes for six credit hours and will live in the

will occupy in the fall semester.

same residence hall room 1

ihcad ol the game

.“l\'n '-'Ill';L[]!\ \'.:.l Degin |E-. SCIMC

n for what it means o do

he said. “We're going to help prepare t
rigorous academic work here at WKU—not just in their hrst semester,

but tor all fou

and not just in their hirst vear

WEKU cannot be successtul without elevating the region it serves,
President Caboni said, “WKU should be a lighthouse, attracting and
building a talent pipeline that supports our economy.”

He also announced Workforce Administration bachelor’s Iin':_"|\"\
program, a 100 percent online program for adule learners who have an
\

\ssociate of Applied Science deg will allow them

£ il‘»ll[”i"l‘-&' d
bachelor’s degree in 15 months for $7,500,

g]l!‘ l!. 2ree 1S CONnm ;_'._'l'! O Arcas '!‘..|' arc in tren l"l|||||‘
\_ll_|'|.||:\l. |‘.I'||. ||[||. In the re-glonal |||.--'I}.. s wWe serve in l._]'.'-\ nsHorg,
Elizabethtown and Glasgow,” he said.

President Caboni said the WKU Experience remains

1 Fen I
and reievant.

“*Our students need an education that stretches and challenges

il v
about the \'.\Ill-l dround them,

inspires them to think differes

he said. The WKU Experience must create in them crucial habics
|J’:"|:'.E ness (o questid VSI i -. ng on

1 2 i .
rcason .I|I'.| evidence, a constant \’.II'\”II‘_'_ o Do \\L!! I|||'\||:"_“\'\| And

a tolerance |.|‘! n.i‘.'c':_-""- views ||1i~ is 50 much more rl‘-;‘-.n gernng

committed o

|1||_}!.|Ii";l_" them not Just o [ll\ll-.. p | Qulni ||'-.|||f,_’_. but to make a good

lite.” Read more at wku.edu/convocation.

STUDENTACHIEVEMENT

Lindsey Filiatreau (’11)

Lindsey Filiatreau ("11) recently moved to South Africa where she is researching HIV,

but the path that led her there has not always been « lear. With interests in healthcare. the

ares .|[1L| science, \!u- :ih| not Ii'L'l \nH on one \-pi_'i_'lht career [Lllli.

As an 1 8-year-old-leaving rural Kentucky for the first time,

I ought of ng one parh | would ser our upon complerely
me,” Filiatreau said. “I realized that not only was it okay
that my interests evolved over time bur that looking back and
ding rme !.""H‘.l':---|‘.-'|.\.-. \].'u.{ \.i"_‘-'-. .!.,' paint 1 clear
p re as to what my life journey looked like.”
She stndied Biology and ( “hemistry at WKU and used
derg h as 0 lore her interests, She worked
th Dr. Mich Stokes in the Department of Biol: to study the
eftectiveness ol rain catchment systems in Kenva.
Filiarreau said the process of ap e fo wnal
e larships allowed her o reflect on her evolving and

\ s : 1 .
W5 d :'I-H.lLI.![III&: senior, she received a Rotary

lic Health ar th

1 st

W

ective on the pittalls that countless

toreign aid agencies fall victim to and understand more clearly the

1mpaort { ‘ "
I L] Wwnees.

¢ of creating locally sustainable programs and p

Filiatreau’s experience in the classroom was con nted by

numerous research projects, She analyzed dara on traffic accidents
ind hospital admissions as well as HIV testing and counseling

uprake in the ( ipe Coast Metropolitan Area. Her work in Ghana
ultimately led her to a research carcer in HIV prevention and care.
Sh

ol North (

I ||\I_' t niversity

el Hill.

“I hope to aid in minimizing rhe healthcare dispariries

I‘-.<>i\|-. |i\'|||:' with HIV/AIDS thro

ture work, she said

Filiatreau was recently sclected as an NIH Fogarty Global Health

which is funding dissertation work in South Afr
working alongside researchers o gain further insight on multi-level

factors that continue to impede HIV treatment and care initiation

| f— | I 1.1
ly vulnerable HIV positive adolescents ir ipt

Province, South Africa. = CORY DODDS (“13)

WKUSPIRIT
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== WKU PHILANTHROPY

Baker Foundation commits $10 million endowment for student scholarships
| cxd T pRATING 25 Y!'.A'R.\'. The Jerry E

 WKU

‘ Annual investment carnings from the endowmenr will be

FOUNDATION

l 1993 - 2018

. Baker Foundation, established through the estate of consideration, University officials and Baker Foundation leadership

Jerry E. Baker ('S1, L), a generous longtime supporter of WKU, has have elected for WKU ro utilize the scholarship endowment and for

pledged a $10 million endowment for student scholarships, management of the properties to remain with the Baker Foundartion,

“Mr. Baker's goals will be reached through his support of applied
gifted to the University to enhance the Jerry E. Baker Student

educational opportunities for WKU students and faculty through

Scholarship Fund. which was initially created through a direct the Baker Arboretum and Downing Museum,” said John Paul Blair
J E B

bequest by Baker. The scholarship fund provides support for (92, L), WKU's Interim Vice President for Philanthropy & Alumni

WKU announces record fiscal year
in philanthropy with more than $45 million
in private support in 2017-2018

WKU surpassed its previous record of private support in a fiscal year with a new high of $45
million in private support in 2017-2018. ) . N

This total includes gifts from more than 14,000 donors from all 50 states and i‘I:L',il( countries
who made more than 31,000 individual gifts. Donors direct how their philanthropy s allocated,
and 786 different initiatives received supporr that benefited students, faculty and staff.

“Private funding from alumni, friends, community partners, and national and um'rln-ninrml
organizations is core to WKU's ability to advance and transform the lives of its students,” said
WKU President Timothy C. Caboni ('94). “These gifts clearly demonstrate the WKU spirit of
giving and are more important now than ever before.” .

The 2017-2018 fscal year total represents a 23 percent increase in private support over
last year's recording-breaking rotal of $36.3 million, The toral includes ourright gikts, ::c‘wh-
documented p]ud!,;r\ and deferred gifts. Of the record total, $32.1 million in current gifts is a 39
percent increase over the previous high. ' _ ._

“WKU students, faculty and staff are grateful to those who invested in the future ot our
community and beyond through record levels of philanthropic support,” said jnh“. I‘aull Blair
('92, L), Interim Vice President for Philanthropy & Alumni Engagement. “At no time in nu.r
history has private support been more importan, and we anticipate another excellent year of
philanthropy ahead with the launch of WKU' new strategic plan.” . _

In addition to setting an all-time high, the University had record giving levels from alumni,
corporations and faculty and staff. With more than $1.1 million, faculty and staff giving i:lurc.ucd

94 percent from the previous fiscal year. The 2017-2018 total also represents 1h<.m'.nnd.--hs.g‘lmlr
level ever given toward WKU'’s endowment, with $7.1 million. ® DEANNA M JENKINS (09,17, L)

10 WKUSPIRIT

WKU Foundation
celebrates 25 years

or the past quarter century,

{ation hi

nitiatives to hnr .wa

July 23, 2018, the Foundation, the

Oy

spository for gifts to WKU, hit
the 25-year mark, having supported
nore than $133 million for students,

programs and facility improvements,

H|GHL|GHTS_

$87.3 million in ASSETS

$194.3 million

gifted from 420,000+ individuals

$133.4 million

IN eXpenses paid on bhehalf of WKU

$15 2 million
" WKU SALARY
support

$13 5 million
" dent SCHOLARSHIPS

$35 8 million
1 new BUILDINGS ind

orovements

students pursuing a major or
minor in music, dance, theatre,
art or horticulture, and available
scholarship funds are divided
among the five programs.

The University eXpects to receive
5450,000 from the Baker Foundation
in the first year of the agreement.
Combined with Baker's previous
support for scholarships, the Jerry E.
Baker Student Scholarship Fund will
annually award around $500,000 in
scholarships to WKU students.

“Mr. Baker’s clear and
pow erful vision paves the way for
furure scholars. WKU commits to
continuing his legacy of supporting
student scholarships,” said WKU
President Timothy C. Caboni ('94).
“Ihis enhancement of the Jerry E.
Baker Scholarship Fund is part of
the original gift announced in 2006.
Upon the realization of his estare,
the s J!n!.u'\hlp funds will soon be
available to generously support ous
students, His philanthropic spirit
endures at WKU and stands as an
L"\-ilH!_l|r.' 1o !.l[}'lLT_k_“

Announced in 2006, Baker's
estate plans offered the University
the choice of management of Baker's
residence, the Baker Arboretum
and the Dow ning Museum or
a $10 million endowment for

student scholarships. After carcful

Engagement. “WKU is excired
to administer this support and
to remain in scrong p;ii’l.l'ln‘i'.‘-}ljp
with the Baker Foundation as
they continue their exceptional
management of the property.”
“The Baker Foundartion values
its relationship with WKU," said
Bob Hilliard (82), President of the
Baker Foundation. “In addition to the
scholarship support, we are pleased
to continue to work closely with the

University in programming and in
’ g

o)

continuing to utilize WKU students as
interns both in the Baker Arboretum
and the Downing Museum.”

“Jerry Baker was a true gentleman
who serves as an inspiration to all,”
said Keith Carwell (769, A), Fxecurive
Director of the Baker Foundation.
“His life demonstrates that through
education and dedication you can
attain true success while renining
humble, kind and caring.”

This endowment enhances Baker's
previous scholarship support of music,
dance, thearre, art and basketball.

“Through Mr. Baker’s lifetime
of philanthropy and thoughtful estare
planning, WKU students studying
the disciplines he most enjoyed will
benefit in perpetuity,” said Blair. “The
entire WKU community is grateful,”
= DEANNA M. JENKINS (09,17, L)

WKUSPIRIT
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Femove ||\l stigma surrounding ment 1 |||I".'~.\

Endowment established to support
wellness initiatives and reduce stigma
surrounding mental health

A newly established endowment will support initiatives
for student-athletes through education on mental, physical and
emotional health and wellness. Hoping to reduce the stigma
surrounding mental health, the endowment is named in honor of
Andrea Marie Hall (°09), a beloved daughter, sister and friend who
passed away on July 30, 2014,

A 2005 g!'ﬂdlldlx' of Greenwood Hi.gh School, Andrea Hall
went on to receive a Bachelor of Science in Marketing from WKLU.
Though not a student-athlete at WKU, Hall played on the varsity
tennis team in high school. She loved making others laugh and would
spend her free time playing tennis, swimming and working out. She
had an adventurous spirit and enjoyed spending time with friends
and family, including her sisters, Christina Hall James and Meredich
Hall, and her brother, Robert Hall,

Christina James ('07) graduared from WKU wich degree in
Management. minors in Entreprencurship and Finance, and a Cerrificate
in Financial Planning, She played on the Lady Toppers Tennis ream.

“T'he day my sister died, life as I knew it stopped,” she said.
“Tt was as if 2 bomb went off in our family, and we were shattered
into a million different picces.”

A hard worker with an entrepreneurial spirit, Andrea Hall
always helped others and looked for new ways to give back o
her community, She was known for surprising her friends and
family with gestures that showed how muc h she cared for them,
and this inspired her family with a way to celebrate her life. Each
year, on the anniversary of her death, her family and friends
perform Random Acts of Kindness to honor Andrea and to bring
awareness to mental healch issues.

“Andrea was an incredible person, and we want to celebrare her
and not focus on that awful day,” shared James, “My family decided
that on the anniversary of her death, instead of being a flashback to
!iu' worst li:i_\ i‘l- our |i\'c\. wWe W .ll]IL'l| that to !‘K‘ d ({.1_\' (€8] u']t'|!|'.1TL' hcl
and hopefully help someone else. We want to recognize that everyone
is iighting a bartle that we know nothing about.

“Andrea had a larger-than life personaliry, but she was affecred
by challenges that were unknown to even her family," James
continued. “Recognizing that others may be highting a similar bartle,
we hope to help remove the stigma surrounding mental illness.”

In addition to showering their communities with kindness, her

/ WKUSPIRIT

ANDREA MARIE HALL

family established the Andrea Marie Hall Memorial Endowment
to support wellness initiatives for W KU swudent-athletes. The
endowment is a way for her legacy to continue in perpetuity while
providing student-athletes with education on mental, physical and
emotional health and wellness.

‘A person dies twice,” James said,
.mx! the d‘{.‘ spmeond says 1|u'iT name lor the ]J.‘u[ rime. \Vi:un you
lose someone, vou want others to continue \Li}'ifl}t their name, |
also feel a lot of pride supporting my alma mater. I think Andrea
would be proud, and that is the most important thing to our

family.” w DEANNA M. JENKINS ('09, 17, L)

['he day they acrually die

Faculty and Staff Giving

FROMTHE HILL

Faculty and staft giving reaches more than $1.1 million in 2017-2018 fiscal vear

Faculty and staff giving reached a new
record with more than $1.1 million in the
2017-2018 fiscal year.

A lasting impact is made on the WKU
community through the work fac ulty and
staff perform cach day, and the mission
of the University is advanced even more
through their generous financial stpport.

“1 became a sustaining member of

WEKYU even before I officially started mj

new job at WKU,” shared Caryn Lindsay,

$73 million n SCHOLARSHIPS o0vidc

parate SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS v 1h
2,498 STUDENTS oot this poct

uppr !!—--Ifour bulldir |
FUNDRAISING initiative for the

1)250 ok

1 or beautification oroie

Director of Study Abroad and Glabal
[.I.".[I'Hi.ll_}_: (SAGL). "Public radio is my
liteline to the world for both personal and
professional reasons. For the safety of WKU
students, faculty and staff abroad, 1 need

to know what is |1.;p|\.'mng around the
world. The SAGL ream and I are committed
to making it possible for WKU students

to acquire the priceless benefits of an
international experience. 1 therefore also give

to the Study Abroad Development Fund

HIGHLIGHTS

$75 million - assers

uilding

so that when a great new opportunity for
students comes our way, we can respond.”

Dr. Tony Norman, Director of
WKU’s Educational Leadership Doctoral
Program, says he gives back to the
Educational Leadership Docroral Program
because he wanes to support promising
students who, without some financial
assistance, would not otherwise be able 1o
join or q!llll‘i; w l|1c pm;;um

I also support the Chinese Flagship

Collaborarive Endowment because | have
witnessed three of my children reap the
lit'{--‘lmn_g;in;: benehits of learning a new
language as well as another culrure,” added
Dr. Norman. "My daughter who recently
completed the program now enjoys a thearre
education carcer where she rravels from her
home base in New York City to various
locations throughout China. | give o
support other students who want these same
apportunities,”

Stacey Gish (’99), Communicarion

Coordinator for the Gordon Ford College of

Hu\inu»\, also \lli\purlk ll]t' drea \]lc wnr|\~ mn
l‘\'l'|'_\ i{il'\' I\L'L'i“lﬁ“ "ll'lt' can sece t}ll' il"]".’li] l‘l
her support on a daily basis through the lives
of the students who walk limlug}: Grise Hall,

“I strongly believe thar we all should
share our time, talent and treasure,” said
Gish, "It is my hope that my contribution can
combine with others to help alleviate a lirtle
of a student’s financial stress. Education is the
hope of a brighter future and | enjoy playing a
small role in someone’s bright future.”

“Our faculty and staff choose to
give financially to WKU so they not only
transform student lives through their good
work, but also through their personal
philanthropy,” said WKU President
Timothy C. Caboni (’94). “This new record
signifies the strength of our employees’

WEKU spirit.” m DEANNA M, JENKINS (09,17, L)

WKUSPIRIT
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== FROM THE PRESIDENT

Q&A with President Caboni

earn more about the four-week, 31-county Big Red Road Trip

There’s been a lot of excitement about the Big Red Road

Trip this summer. Can you tell us about this initiative?

A

Why

Among my top priorities for my first year was to visit
the communities that most of our students call home,
so we set aside four weeks throughout the summer for
whar we called our Big Red Road Trip. We visited with
folks in 31 counties. It was a grear experience, and |
certainly gained a broader, more personal understanding

of the communities from which our students come.

did you feel the need to personally visit each county?

It would be easy to sit in Bowling Green and rake for
granted that every student who comes o WKU has
had an experience growing up in a community like
ours. Bur, for most, that's not the case. For many of

our students, Bowling Green feels like a big city and

our campus seems large. Being in these communities

and learning about their local economies and
traditions helped me gain a better understanding of
the experiences our students bring with them and
what they need to be successful here. Also, as a public
university we have a responsibility to be engaged

in and to serve the communities that surround us,

and you can't be a good partner if you don't have a

presence, At the heart of ivall, 1 wanted to personally
deliver the message in each community that we want
their students at WKU and that we want to be a good
partner in addressing the economic and educational

[K‘{'d.‘- U[ Il]L' l'&";_’:iﬂﬂ WE SCIve.

What was the primary focus of the Big Red Road Trip?

A

We made a point to visit with the school
superintendent in each community as well as local
caders, such as county judge executives, mayors,
legislators, economic development professionals

and business leaders. We visited with local media

and major cmplu_\';-rs, 5}m-ifi._.1]l_\- those that have
partnerships already established with WKU. My main

focus was simple — to listen and learn.

WKUSPIRIT

We enjoyed following along with your travel and food
tasting adventures. Can you share some of the highlights

from your trips?

A One of my favorite ways to get to know people is by casual

conversation over a meal. And quite simply, I love food -
especially local fare, So we made a point to cat at as many
of the town Favorites as we could manage. | had some of the
best barbecue, burgers, fried chicken and even fried chicken
livers you can find. And now when I meera student on
campus from Tompkinsville, I can say I've eaten at Dovie’s.
I can say to a student from Hodgenville I've eaten at Lahas
Red Castle Hamburgers or to a student from Brownsville
I've caren at Walden’s Barbecue, It's a great way to relate.
Another very special highlight was our tour of the Center for
Courageous Kids in Scottsville. Thats a truly amazing place
that is transforming the lives of so many families. | loved
learning about the many ways our students and our student
athletes are engaged there. And [ was quite im pressed with
the work that high school students are doing in Metcalfe
County running their own donut shop and restaurant at
the Old School Café. There are just so many unique and
interesting things happening here in south central Kentucky,

and I'm glad 1o have experienced them for myself.

Is there anything else you'd like to share about the Big Red
Road Trip?
[ appreciate every single person who made me feel at
home in every community we visited, and I'm grateful
for the support that’s out there for WKU. This isn't a one

and done — we'll be back,

PHOTOS
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100 Years of WKU Football
Hillcopper Football announces All-Century team

illtopper Football is gearing up to celebrate 100 years of
athletic success in 2018, In honor of its 100th season, the
program recently announced the members of an honorary
All-Century team.

Over the spring and carly summer, WKU invited fans to vote
online and put together their own teams to count for a percentage of
the overall voting totals. Simultancously, other voting groups—such as
the athletic administration, W-Club Hall of Famers and active W-Club
Football lettermen—worked to create their own teams.

The votes were tabulated, and 29 honorary ream members, compiled
from 100 gridiron stars over the last 100 years, were named. ] he
honorary Co-Head Coaches are the late Jimmy Feix ('53, ’58, L), the
winningest coach in program history, and Jack Harbaugh, who led the
2002 Hilltoppers to a national championship.

The team features 12 offensive players, 12 defensive players, four
special teamers and one all-purpose star.

Forrest Lamp ('17), former All-American and the highest NFL
Draft selection in school history, was named captain of the offensive
team. Virgil Livers ('75, 98, L), All-American defensive back and
one of only four retired WKU jerseys, was named the defensive side’s
captain. All-everything quarterback Willie Taggart (’88) carned the
third captaincy as the program’s all-purpose player. In his final two
seasons on the Hill (1997-1998), Taggart led the Hilltoppers in both
rushing and passing. Ar the time, his 1,313 rushing yards were the
second-most ever by a I-AA quarterback in a single season, and his
3,997 rushing yards were the most ever in a carcer.

The offense, to account for variances in offensive schemes used
in the program from the wing t, to the triple option, to a wide-open
spread artack, included one quarterback, five offensive linemen, two
running backs, one tight end and three wide receivers. Six members
of the ream played in the current FBS era of the program, two were
members of WKU’s 2002 National Championship team and four
were members of the program during the Ohio Valley Conference era.
The defense. to account for variances in defensive schemes used in the
program including 4-3, 3-4, and 4-2-5, included four position players
from each level of defense: line, linebacker and backs.

WKU recognized the entire team at the home opener for the 2018

season against Maine on Sept. 8.

WKUSPIRIT
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OFFENSIVE CAPTAIN FORREST LAMP
.

0B Brandon Doughty (2013-15)
RE Bobby Rainey (2008-11)
RE Dickie Moore (1965-68)

TE Jack Doyle (2009-12)
WR Taywan Taylor (2013-16)
WE Porter Williams (1970-73)
WE Nicholas Norris (2013-16)
0L Forrest Lamp (2013-16)
OL Buster Ashley (2001-04)
OL Chris Price (1999-02)
OL David Carter (1973-76)
0L Jim “Yogi” Hardin (1955-58)

(0-HEAD COACH JIMMY FEIX

ALL-CENTURY TEAM

-

FROMTHE HILL |

. DEFENSIVE CAPTAIN VIRGIL LIVERS

DEFENSE
DL Lawrence Brame (1967-70)

DL John Bushong (1971-74)
DL Tim Ford (1979-81)

DL Quanterus Smith (2009-12)
LB Sherrod Coates (1999-02)
LB Paul Gray (1980-83)

LB Rick Green (1972-75)

LE Dale Lindsey (1963-64)
DB Virgil Livers (1971-74)
DB Jim Burt (1961-64)

DB Joseph Jefferson (1998-01)
DB Mel Mitchell (1999-01)

| o DERRRRRNRNARA ¢

FOOTBALL

HILLTOPPER

SPECIALTEAM/ALL-PURPOSE
AP Willie Taggart (1995-98)
RET Antonio Andrews (2010-13)
RET Joey Stockton (1994-97)
K Garrett Schwettman (2012-15)

P Brian Claybourn (2001-04)
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WKU ROTC celebrates 100 years

As 16 Hilltopper Army ROTC cadets made their way onto the stage, their
fellow graduates and the crowd at | louchens Industries-1. T, Smith Stadium

‘itnutl \li'I\] Lln'L'I'L'tI,

In what has become a highlight of WKU Commencement ceremonics, Lt. Col, Thomas MacMillin

administered the oath of office to the Army’s newest officers on May 11, 2018.

The Hilltopper Army ROTC program is celebrating its 100th anniversary during the 2018-2019

academic vear and has a proud history of producing miliary leaders.
“Berween the program itself and the quality of people who come through here, they have the

characteristics and qualities to be successful.” MacMillin said of the members of the Class of 2018 who

joined about 2,000 cadets commissioned in the past century
One of those cadets is Retired Col. Greg Lowe (68, L), a member of the WKU ROTC Hall of Fame
“My goal was to earn a college degree and. most importantly, a commission as a second
lieutenant in the United States Army,” said Lowe, who arrived at WKU from Fort ¢ ampbell High

School in 1964. “As an Army brat, | lived all over the United States and in three foreign countries

I knew that the Army was where | wanted to be,” he said.

[he WKU ROTC program,
part of the Department of Military
Science in the College of Education
and Behavioral Sciences, traces its
history to the Narional Defense
Act of 1916, which authorized the
establishment  of Army  Reserve
Officers’ Training Corps programs
to train officers on the campuses
of universities across the nation,
and to the United States” entry into
World War I in the spring ot 1917
The first military training presented
on campus was given by U.S. Army
trainers to the Student Army Training
Corps (SATC) during the spring of
1918, The SATC units grew into the
ROTC, which became a permanent

part of the school on Jan. 28, 1919.

WKUSPIRIT
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ROTC at Western has given thousands of its graduates a chance ro learn, lead and excel in

any area they entered,” Lowe said. “It is an integral part of the University because of what it does
tor individual students and the leaders it produces for the nation,”

The impact of the program is evident on campus in an ROTC Hall of Fame thar includes
generals, colonels, licutenant colonels and other leaders and in the community at the Aviation
Heritage Park that includes aircraft flown by a NASA astronaut and commanders of the Blue
Angels and Thunderbirds.

The ROTC program became my home, and my lite at Western revolved around it and the
many activities and classes that it offered.” Lowe said. “Ultimarely it was my gateway into the
Army as a second licutenant, which was the beginning of whar would be a 30-year active dun
career, ROTC raught me the art of leadership and the conc ept of Mission First, i.'vnpic Always []
practiced selfless service for my whole career and for the 20 years since my retirement.”

Retired L. Col, Carl Filip (81, L) credits joining I.{H[( “for .:jl the good things I've
experienced in my life,” including meeting his wite and serving a 22-year l.u'rc; in the :\r:m' ‘I
my ROTC ar WKU.” - I
Filip returned to WKU in 1999 and led the ROTC program for four years as Professor of

cant say enough ‘_;'_um[ things about A

Military Science. The Department of Military Science offers a major in Military Leadership and
a minor in Military Science, -

As department head, Filip said he rold students thar it didn’t matter whether thev ook one
ROTC class or made the military a career that the “skills learned in ROTC would serve them
well in life. They can look back and see they learned something of value while they were here.”

Skills learned by cadets in ROTC include leade rship, character, intellect, \n.mnumh.uinn.

physical presence and how 1o prepare themselves and develop others.

WKUSPIRIT
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- SPRING 1918 -

The first military training presented
on campus was given by US.
Army trainers to the Student Army
Training Corps (SATC).

- SEPTEMBER 1918 -

The Board of Regents empowered
President Henry Hardin Cherry

to take steps to secure academic

and vocational units of the SATC

+0CT.1,1918-

The War Department authorized
the formal establishment of
the SATC as a part of Western

Kentucky State Normal School.

WKUSPIRIT
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-JAN. 28,1913 -

Reserve Officers’ Training Corps
became a permanent part of the
school, 1st Lt. Owen Ellsworth
assumed temporary command
of the Corps upon its formal
activation. The Corps was first
organized as a Junior Division
unit and offered only two years
of basic military training.

- MARCH 1919 -

Lt. Col. Wilford Twyman was
assigned as the first Professor of
snce and Tactics.,

Military Sc

CLASS O 0

Ciass Of 2018

-1928 T0 1933 -

ROTC Rifle Team won the Natianal
ROTC Rifle Match sponsored
by the War Department for six

consecutive years.

+ SEPTEMBER 1935 -

A Senior Infantry Branch Oriented
Division, replacing the junior
ROTC unit, was organized and
placed under the command of

Maj. John Robeson.

-FEB. 4, 1937 -

The National Society of Pershing
Rifles granted a membership charter
to the cadet company at Western
Kentucky State Teacher's College.

-
]

CLass OF 20

- MAY 1937 -

First senior ROTC cadet class
was commissioned. Through
World War |l, the ROTC
program continued to produce
commissioned officers, many of
whom served with distinction in
both the European and Pacifit

theaters

- SUMMER 1847 -

The Army ROTC program was
modified to include an Air Force
ROTC program on campus. Maj

William N. Pace Jr., the first

Prafessor of Air Science, was

assigned to Western in late 1947.

-1954 -

The Infantry Branch Program was
converted to the General Military
Science Program, which was

pare senior division

HSSHONING In any of
the Combat, Combat Support or

rmy. The p

rogram enabled

icdets 1« iter the service

tranch of their choice.

-JULY 1, 1957 .

Air Force ROTC program

was

terminated. During its 1

program produ

Air Force officers ani ontributed

yet another dimension to the

sérvice to the nation by W

Kentucky State C

extracurricular organization with
the Special Forces Company

FROM THEHILL

After graduating from high school in Fulton, Retired Lt. Col. Jason Caldwell served as an

enlisted soldier for five years after high school then -.|1.|n_;'_u'3 career goals and decided ro pursuc
a e gree at Uniy rsity of Tennessee-Martin and become an Army office ROTC was and still

is a method of getting college paid for, actually getting paid while getting an education, and

b i||:_; '_‘_ll.]l'.llllL'n| a job as |||.':\_'_ as the Person agrees to serve his or her country and has rhe

ability and desir O S€rve as |

a leader in return,  he said.

Caldwell said serving as WKU's Professor of Military Science from 2009 to 2012 "wasaw

for me to pay back the Army and ROTC for the positive changes it atforded me and my tamily.

Dr. John Baker, who served as Professor of Military Scic nce from 2003 to 20006, said
the WEKU ROTY( program has always been one of the top programs in

I 1is region. “The

key to success is the support the Universin provides to the progran Jhe said, "It was a
good program when 1 got here and that has continued. This area and the University are

supportive, which is vital for the ROT( program.”

One area of support has been the annual Veterans Day ceremony ar the Gurhrie Tower.

Baker had been part of similar ceremonies when he led the ROTC program ar Drexel

University in Philadelphia from 1997 to 2001 and brought

the idea with |

[ think :'“"‘:';‘" have :

t lot of respect ar

1 a great appreciation for the n

in this area,” Baker said.

Ihe WKU ROTC is planning several events to celebrate its 100th anniversary. with most
ntered on Homecoming 2018 on Oct. 27. Plans include a 100ch anniversary red towel,
activities tor ROTC alumni, an alumni color guard for the Homecoming football game, a

departmental open house and skills demonstrations by students.

1 o ’ | 11 " q .
While celebr iting the past, the 100th anniversary will show IS€ e program for prospective

students and tomorrow’s leaders.
“I think there is always a desire ro serve,” MacMillin said. “We are in a oreat part of the

country w here P |\|r5r; believe in the A 18, and in God and country.” s TOMMY NEWTON ('84)

- FEBRUARY 1962 -

The Committee on Curriculum
and Instruction and the Board of
Regents approved the awarding
of an academic minor in Military

- SEPTEMBER 1973 -

The U.S. Congress authorized
females to participate in the ROTC
academic program

-SPRING 1996 -

The WKU ROTC Alumni Association
was established with the induction
of seven members into the ROTC
Alumni Hall of Fame

-MAY 2002 -

WKU ROTC cadets were first
commissioned during the spring

Science for completion of the
ROTC program.

- SEPTEMBER 1964 -

Pershing Rifles Company B-3
initiated sponsorship of a female
auxiliary organization known as

the Rebelettes. The Rebelette
drill teams were selected as the

National Champions in 1967, 1973
and 1975

-OCTOBER 1967 -

The ROTC program added another

-MAY 14,1977 -

WKU's first female officer, 2nd Lt.
Lynne F. Berry, was commissioned
into the Military Intelligence

Commencement ceremaony.
Corps, USAR

-NOVEMBER 2003 -

Annual Veterans Day Ceremony
began at Guthrie Tower

-SPRING 2005

A classroom was dedicated to a
WKU ROTC graduate. The MS100
room became the Capt. Charles F.

Themas IV Room of Honar,

-AUGUST 1983 -

The Pershing Rifles Company and
Rebelette Auxiltary were retired
and replaced by the Organization
of the Red Knights.
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WKU celebrates International Year of Cuba

Cuba will take center stage during WKU's 2018-2019 International Year Of... (IYO) program.

Replete with opportunities to learn about this neighboring Caribbean arc !iipclago _uu.i |.:-. complex
history, culture and longstanding relationship with the U.S., the International Year of Cuba calendar
n1-i.‘\'c-nr\ will include art exhibitions, a film festival, culinary demonstrations, lectures, dance
pcrl-m mances and more. ' ,
Administered by the Office of International Programs, the IYO is a yearlong exploration of a
single country that provides the WKU community with a deeper understanding of and .||1]¥l'<'_‘ii:|-.'l-1ltlll
for the world around them. |’.N-c|m{l1:_;hlcd countries include Ecuador (2014-2015), South Africa
(2015-2016), South Korea (2016-2017) and Bosnia and Herzegovina (2017-2018).

[he IYO is brought to life by academic departments, on-campus units, community
organizations and individual faculty and staff across the University, The Zuheir Soha I:.miuwrd .
|1'|‘l'c:n'.i!iml.|i Faculry Seminar (ZSEIFS) faculty participants, who traveled to Cuba this past spring,
are also essential to populating the IYO Cuba calendar, as well as infusing their newly gained

knowledee of Cuba into the classroom.

Made possible by the generous support of WKU alumnus Zuheir Sofia (69, L) and his wife

usan, the ZSEIFS aims to internationalize the research, teaching and service of its participants. 'This
t year, five .u,l:h‘mir.i|ll\' diverse faculty were seledted 1o participate in this intensive professional
lopment experience. Co-led by Dr. Andrew McMichael, Associate Dean of Potter College of
and Letters, the cohort met regularly during the spring semester ro study Cuba from their
pective disciplines, This culminated in a two-week in-country experience in late May,
While in Cuba, the group met with peer scholars, political and cultural leaders and
ionals in different fields, such as real estate, sport, business, tourism and dance, and they
major cultural and historical sites, including Old Havana and the Bay of Pigs museum,
ZSEIES participant Julie Shadoan, J.D., WKU Professor of Paralegal Studies, who set out to
lore Cuba’s legal system, comments on how her experience purt into sharper focus a country often
red by its mystique.
This seminar allowed me to develop my own lens for the exploration and investigation ol
he Cuban experience,” Shadoan said. “Ir provided me an invaluable social, cultural and economic
whirap for a comparative study of the development of our two legal systems as well as che values
s encompassed in the practice of law in both countries.”
« her fellow participants, Shadoan will integrate Cuba into several of her courses and
lever 1gC her new |\r1n\\']ct{f_'_|x' and connections to l]t'\fc‘lup an in-( OUNLEY program for either students
or legal professionals.

i the IYO Cuba, WKU will dedicate a year to re-engaging with past rarget countries.

doing so, the “IYO Revisited” will support sustainable international engagement while

ducational events that reconnect the University community to past countries and open

ortunities for country-ro-country comparisons.

[YO Revisited will be followed by a spotlight on Kenya in 2020-2021. For more

intors 1. visit wku.edu/oip, ™ ANNA YACOVONE

EABOUT THE ZSEIFS

s Frdowmeant wa Aatad to fa t=te the miccion of t+ fhra nf

| mational Programs, which endeavors to provide leadership in the development

international profile. Zuheir Sofia (69, L)
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EVENTS CALENDAR
International Year of Cuba

11/1/18:
DINNER BY REQUEST

A traditional Cuban meal planned,
prepared and presented by students
in Food Service Operations. Ticket

information available at wku.edu/iyo.

1/22/19 - 4/6/19:

THE ISLAND OF MY LOVE: THE
FACES AND STORIES OF CUBA,
CUBA AMOR: LOS ROSTROS Y
LOS CUENTOS DEL CAMINO

An exhibition featuring the

stories of art, artists, teaching and
photodocumentary (Project Simple)
curated by Dr. Miwon Choe, WKU
Associate Professor of Art Education,
and Jesus Molina of Cuba. Based on
Dr. Choe's decade of action research
process (Nepantla) and relationships
with Cuban artists and educators.

3/9/19 - 5/28/19:

ARTE CUBANO

An exhibition highlighting Cuba’s
incredible diversity and representing
more than 25 Cuban artists’
ruminations on the quotidian, social
and political realities of the island and

the contemporary world,

WKUSPIRIT
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of the population, but a very important
part when you look at what drives the

economy.”

arming and agriculrure have

always been a vital part of the
Commonwealth of Kentucky's
economy since before the European

sertlement.

According to the Filson Historical Society,
early sertlers planted crops for subsistence, but
L'K}Li[ld\—li H\'C‘!’LlnLL .i[ld river ir.trnpt‘!]’l’.‘.tllln
soon led to viable commercial farming in the
Ohio River Valley. Kentucky continues to be
home to agricultural research and hands-on
education, such as what is experienced at the
WKU Farm.

Noted Kentucky historian Thomas D.
Clark, best known for his 1937 work, A Histor;
of Kentuck _1p!|\- termed Kentucky “a land of
contrasts, and that expression is particularly
descriptive of the Commonwealth’s fast-
\h.-‘n'::ins; agriculture indusery. In addidon o

A ]‘ru_'i.\ :1[1[L‘.

farm cash receipts from poultry, ¢

ind income from the sale of horses and stud
fees, the state’s other major commodities include
corn, soybeans, burley tobacco, hay and wheat.
“Ag workers are a very small percenrage
of the population, but a very important part
when you look at what drives the economy
and look at it from a food security standpoint,”
said Brian Lacefield (796, "98, L), Farm
Service Agency Executive Director for the
Commonwealth of Kentucky. "While we
employ less than 2 percent of the population in
producrion agriculture, when you start to factor
in all the other people involved like bankers,
fertilizer salesmen, tractor
salesmen or the agriculture

business in southern

{\g \\’()l’kﬂl’b 4Ic a \'(‘F}-’ hi'!lill] pCl’L'L‘IItﬂ.E_"‘L' Kentucky, it's closer to 20

percent of the workforce.”

“That’s a big impacr.
From that standpoint, you
see the importance for not
just the farm economy but for the whole state,”
.|||lii L'] l .ILi.HL'lLJ.

In our fast }\.l._u'.' technolc

world. where, exactly, does traditional

farming
new initiarives their communirics desire?
A few of our alumni have come up with

s0mMe mnpovatve wavs to ill'!l‘.:_: therr bar II1iH:tl

operations into the modern world.

fit in and how are farmers marketing

[raditional roots with a modern twist

For Nathan Howell ('00). farming has

always been in his blood.

“I grew up on a farm in LeGrande, Ky..”

¢ latr i{ i . .
explained Howell. “It was a diversified farm.,

meaning we didn't just focus on one crop. |

also grew up raising tobacco, which paid for

the majority of my college.”

When Howell artended WKU to studs
Agriculture, he met his wife Michelle Howell

k S
('00), who was also study ing in that program.

W

¢ she didn’t have the exacr same farmi

b L\ul:n:!n| as he did, both knew eventually

they wanted to have a £

"l was raised by a single mom with

disabilities, and we h

d limited access
o food ar different times in our lives,”

Michelle Howell ¢ X

“1 was always

really passionate about }n'up[g- be ing hungry,

because | was in position. | worked at
Jackson’s Orchard for nine yvears, and that
was a really important part of my life because

A hed = 1
I watched everyone's excitement abour food

wher

caches or apples came in season.,

I loved watching thar. It really motivated
me to go to WKU and pursue a degree in
Agriculture

When the couple graduarted, they
worked to help tobacco farmers transition to
growing fruits and vegetables as part of the
tobacco buyour program thar was swee ping
the Commonwealth of Kentuc ky. In 2009,
Michelle Howell became a stav-at-home mom
and, to make ends meer with their growing
family, they started selling the tomatoes they

were growing at the farmers market.

“We always had the desire of going back

to our roots, having our own farm and

ting
our hands dirty,” noted Nathan Howell, “Wk
talked abour it for a long time and then started
our two-acre farm in Bowling Green and sold
the produce at farmers markets. We always
I.i”—wn' .ihl'J‘.;t our vision, and we i‘,-'\';'d\\i maore
acres of land, so that's how the name of our

farm, Need More Acres Farm, came about.”

WKUSPIRIT
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“Our farm is a blend of modern with a bit

of old-fashioned techniques mixed in.”

‘The Howells then found and moved to

their 20-acre farm in Scottsville, Kv.. and
began farming full time. Whar's interesting is
that even in this modern world, the Howells
are I'ir{din;; success through their traditional
farming roots,

“Our farm is a blend of modern with a bit
of old-fashioned tec hniques mixed in,” explained
Nathan Howell, “Today, many of the larger farms
do focus on just one ¢ rop. With labor issues, time
management and input costs, it's a lot easier to
manage one crop of corn or sovbeans or cartle.

“I hate to use the term industrial farming,
but it's that theory of what industry is,” he
continued. “It’'s growing a commodity. Wich
a diversified farm of many ¢ rops, if you had a
disaster with one crop vou wouldn't lose your
farm and be unable to recover from losing
d '\II.IT l)t I"‘i(illl Iil"l‘. IfL‘TC an our J-”'[n. we
use the old method
of diversifying and
having multiple ¢ rops,
J]]’.J,llil’lc seasons and
multiple products.
That way, if for some
reason one of those
doesn't succeed, we can
hopefully make up the difference in the other
crops,”

The Howells are able to farm all year with
the use of high tunnels. They work much like a
greenhouse would, but do not require a heater,
as the tunnels rely solely on solar radiation.

“We have a variety of produce, even in the

coldest parts of the winter in Kentucky,” stated

Nathan Howell. “We have everything from
Brussels sprouts, collard greens, mustard greens,
CAITOLS, |M_r[\.. Swiss L f};ll\i .i:h| |\,l|L'. \\.I_' L{l‘ a lot
of storing to ger us through the winter. We have
a root cellar CONCEpI [o SLore sweer potatocs,
onions and winter squash all winter long.”

In 2011, the Howells, with the help of
Dr. Martin Stone, WKU Associate Professor of
Horticulture, and his wife, Joleen Stone, started
the Community Farmers Markert located on
WKU' South ( ampus on Nashville Road. It
was an innovative source of income but, more
importantly, a way for the Howells to connect
with the community and educare them on the
importance of local agriculture.

“We decided ro start a market that had
a tocus on outreach, and WKU was really
supportive of us doing that and has always
helped work on a location with us.” noted
Michelle Howell. “From the very beginning,
we've had students come and use the marker
for rescarch and to volunteer.”

“This has given not just me, but othe
local farmers and crafters the opportunity to
expand the markets in the Bow ling Green
area,” explained Nathan Howell. “It's an
indoor and year-round farmers marker,
which we didn't have in this community until
201 1. We have people thar ask us ¢

o

questions all the rime. We feel that's a v Ty

ardening

important way to give back ro the community
and help the fellow farmer and gardener to
learn and grow, We've been helped along the
way, 5o we just want ro pass thar on ro the

next generation and to our neighbors,”

WKUSPIRIT
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Besides the ( .ommuniry Farmers
Market, the le\\c”.\ also have a store on
their farm where individuals and families
can sign up to get produce and protein from
Need More Acres Farm

“Our goal on our farm is 1o be as self-
sufficient as possible,” said Michelle Howell. “We
grow most of our own food, and we also supply
12 households with about 80 o 100 percent of
their food. Some of our farm members never
even go o the grocery store. The farmers market
\\'nr|\~. :I'C.I”\ \\'c“ ti\r people, ]\Ilt WE .I|\:_\ \\','Ii!lk'd
something on our farm where the food is locally
sourced and convenient. We have beel cattle,
hogs and raise about 700 chickens a year. We
also parmer with |D Country Milk and Kenny's
Cheese for their milk and cheese products, We
have brown eggs. ( Yur farm members walk in
the store, and everything they need is right there.
They don't need to travel around for it, and we

also do deliveries.”

“Billions of dollars are spent

grocery stores on food, so spending

food sensitivities,” explained Michelle
Howell. “This was about eight years ago,
before so many gluten-free items were
available in typical grocery store chains.
had to start cooking all of our food, and we
changed our lifestyle. We started growing
more than just tomatoes, and we now grow
most of our own food.”

It all comes back to educarion
and inclusion for the Howells. They
want to educate people on farming

in and create real connections in the
community in which they farm.

“I hope people take

that money with local farmers just away a sense of belonging and

boosts the local economy and enables

more people to farm full time.”

The Howells say there is a definite
demand for local and organic food in today’s
culture. This is one of the reasons behind their
innovative farm store, but another reason hits
kill\k' o home.

“We had family members pass away
from preventable diseases thar were nutrition

related, and our daughter developed severe

WKUSPIRIT

community—the sense thar they

can acrually be a part of this and

it's not bigger than who they are,”

added Nathan Howell. “I think
that's where the educational part comes in too.
It allows us to make that connection and have
that one-on-one relationship. We don't want
to get so big that we are branc hinsL; out with
e=.:l|]t|p§c locations. We try to }mr;nv.;".\ remain

small, which sometimes is hard to do when it

is [L[Il}‘l[[l:.', to ';".m\\ L]l\_' rarm .II‘n[ 5‘,(! i.".:‘_:

However, we really desire to keep thar personal

relationship with our customers and those

individuals who desire to learn,

“The health issues we experienced also
IrLI.l_\' motivated us to put the hard work in
and make sure the food we Brow can go to
peaple who can afford it as well as to people
who can'r afford it,” Michelle Howell noted
“We accept SNAP, WIC, Senior Nutrition
Vouchers and Big Red Dollars. We jusi
started a new program called Fresh RX for
\'\puzir]g mothers to cncourage them to cat
more fresh foods and vegerables.

I think a lot of this goes back to me
personally growing up as a child and having
limited access to food,” she continued. “One
thing we've always believed is that a real
food system is only successful if everyone
in your community is included. From the
very ilt_‘};ihhlﬂ?’. We just made the effort to
be inclusive to evervone. A lot of refugees
and college students are on SNAP benefirs
to make ends meet for a season of time. On
the Hip side, we help farmers. Billions of

grocerv stores on lood, so

g
dollars are spent in |
spending that money with local farmers just
boosts the local economy and enables more

people to farm full time."

WKUSPIRIT
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Delivering farm fresh food

Michelle Darnall (00, '02) of Bowling
i._ul:'L't'll. f\i \rllt!il.‘tf E.\('I'L ise Science at W E\L
and quickly learned dier and nutrition go
hand in hand wich health and fitness.

“I've always been big into fitness,”
stated Darnall. "I learned I could kill
myself in the gym, but if I'm not eating
right then it's null and void, The dicr is
more important than the exercise.”

After she graduated from WKU,
Darnall, her husband, Byron, and their then-
G6-month-old child moved to Des Moines,
lowa, for three years. While there, Darnall
became a stay-at-home mom after welcoming
a set of twins to their family. With the hecric
nature of taking care of three children,
Darnall tound a produce delivery service
called “Prudent Produce.”

“It was wondertul to have someone
who could bring me produce,” she explained.
“That was really when we got on our clean
eating journey too. | started staying home,
making all the baby food and really thinking

about how we ate

Darnall told her husband that if they ever

WKUSPIRIT

moved back to Bowling Green, she wanred
to start a similar business, In July 2014, the
family did move back 1o Bowling Green. and
she started working toward her business.

“I emailed the lady
who ran the produce
duli\'rr‘\' service in lowa
and rold her how much
[ enjoyed the service,”
Darnall said. *1 told her
thar there was ||nthjn-;;
similar where we were
going, and | wished there
was. The first line of her
email back to me was, ‘Let
me help you seart it.” We've still never met
in person, but we've emailed and talked on
the phone. I had Beet Box Produce up and
running in September 2014 because she told
me every I:|||!I:_; [ llL'L‘drd 18] LIU (4] f_'t.'l >I.1I't‘.'x1.
just out of the goodness of her heart, She just
said, ‘Go help the world eat better.™

Darnall says the process works like online
shopping. Customers sign up, pay and make

th'.”l}_"{"\ 1o their pi'ndLlu.‘ and Lil'li\'('l'_\" :mhm'.

[here’s no contract, so !u'npic can sign up tor
weekly or bi-weekly products, and they can
even skip weeks if they are on vacation or roo

busy for the food that week.

“I think eating local is important, because
you know where your food is coming
from. We buy from a lot of farmers who
are thankful for us because we give them
another platform to sell their products.”

“On Mondays, we deliver to all of our
Warren County clients, and on Tuesdays we
deliver to the majority of our Barren County
clients,” added Darnall. “Customers can do
dinner for one or dinner for four. They can also
just order produce or lunch boxes, and they can
add anything that we offer on to the boxes. We
cater 1o borh single people and families,”

It's not just produce either. Darnall also

sells .I”—{!I'Il_:.il'lik' lllL'-I[ hnxl'\ for customers,

We started branching out and doing other things.

wd the menu and produce change weekly, She
rders from both local farmers and from grocery
listributors, which is how the idea to sell meals

Cgan.,

“IF I order from a local farm, T can get exactly

what I need for the week, but if I order from a

rocery distributor, then I have 10 order by the

ase,” she explained. “So, then I asked myself how

could turn my waste into profits, That's where
ve started making the food. We started with just

up and salads, and thar went over really well,

From a business \l.illd'.‘«!jll{. we even sell more

ood boxes than produce boxes.”
With business continuing to grow, Darnall
¢panded to a storefront location in early 2018,
crything that is delivered thar week can be
irchased in the store located on the corner of
mallhouse Road and Broadway in Bowling
cen. Besides food, the store is also filled with
ther natural and organic products, Darnall says
r culture has created a demand for Jocal food.
1l she loves partnering with local farmers o fill
¢ need in the communiry,
“There are many farmers around who grow
wse they have a love for growing and need
outlet for their products,” she noted. *1 think

ing local is important, because you know

re your food is coming from. We buy from a

't farmers who are thankful for us because we

them another platform to sell their products.

helping me as much as it's helping them,

It's a good draw for people to come
» the store who might not have been before
wse they want thart local produce. Then they
n awe of the other healthy products that are
ible,”
For the future, Darnell says they plan to
spanding the store with more products
Hlocalitems as well as expand their
irea. And, just like the Howell family,
carion is what it's all abour,
i I started Beer Box Produce, I knew |
vanted to encourage peaple, educate them
ind diet, and go back w my roots,”
ed Darnall. “We've had some classes and are
aving more classes here in the store
1ous farmers, physicians and pharmacists
icate people on healchier cating, exercise and

luction to help better the whole person.”

B i .

The 780-acre WKU Farm, purchased by the University in 1934 and located
about 15 minutes from the main campus, is utilized by students for classes,
labs and a place to gain experience in their areas of interest by working for
one of the farm's many operations.

“We employ around 25 students at the farm during a year, but we have 200-plus
enrolled students who come and learn at the farm every year,’ added Dr. Paul Woosley
(96), the Director of the Agriculture and Research Education Center (AREC) at WKU.

Livestock enterprises at the farm include dairy, beef, swine, equine, goats and back-
grounding cattle, each of which provides a solid background for both Animal Science and
Pre-Veterinary careers. A variety of crops are produced including corn, soybeans, wheat,
grass hay and alfalfa, with this portion of the farm providing hands-on experiences for
Agronomy, Plant Science, Horticulture and Turf Management careers as well as those
interested in the various aspects of Soil Science, such as soil testing and soil Judging.

“Our main role is to help educate students about the day-to-day operations of a
farm,” noted Woosley. “Less than 2 percent of the U.S. population lives on a farm. That
means the majority of our students who are studying Agriculture don’t come from a
farming background. At the farm, we give them hands-on experience to understand how
farming and raising livestock work”

In addition, the WKU Farm is used for USDA research, faculty trials and corn
and soybean trials, and by a wide variety of students who are pursuing careers in
all aspects of agriculture such as Agribusiness, Agriculture Education, Agriculture
Mechanics and Composting. Woosley says technology is ever-changing in our
world, and the same goes for Agriculture.

“Technology is always advancing, so we make sure we update our facility to educate
students on new technology that is available,” explained Woosley. “We utilize global
positioning systems and auto equipment for more efficient fertilization and pest control
for our crops. We also use technology to better detect health issues in our livestock. It's all

about education and showing our students how to be economically efficient and have a
lesser impact on the environment”
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The new WKU Alumni Connection app brings the | e

Alumni Association right to your smart phone!
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Your WKU Alumni Association is pleased to announce the
ONNECTIQN

launch of our new mobile app, the WKU Alumni Connection.

The WKU Alumni Connection app brings the power of the

| WKU Alumni Association to your smart phone, Available for
Apple and Android devices, it's perfect for every Hilltopper,

especially members of the Alumni Association.

WKU ALUMNI CONNECTION FEATURES:

|
' « Digital membership card for members
|

el

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
e

H

3

« Opportunity to easily join the Alumni Association from your phone &
~
]

« Alumni Association events calendar

+ Social media feeds Py |
vings Direct

- - Or‘,-"

+ Link to the new Member Savings Program that offers member
discounts at more than 400 nationwide locations
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| =

Events

Never feel far from the WKU or
the Alumni Association again!

Get the app that keeps the Spirit alive.

Download the app to your smart phone at alumni.wku.edu/app.
The mobile app is free and easy to install.

~ HIGHLIGHTS

36 MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD PRESIDENT

Hear from Al Tucker ('73, ‘77, L), President of the 2018-2019

WEKU Alumni Association Board of Directors.

37 MEET OUR NEW BOARD MEMBERS
[n July, the WKU Alumni Association welcomed 11 new

Board of Directors.

GETITON
\ Google play

Available on the

' App Store

members to the

ALUMNI.WKU.EDU/APP

292 Alumni Avenue | Bowling Green, KY 42101 | alumni.wku.edu | 888-WKU-ALUM | alumni@wku.edu
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:COMING FRIDAY NIGHT
tte Homecoming in downtown Bowling Green on
Oct. 26, with the “To the Hill and Beyond” Parade, Big

s Roar, the Concert in the Park and The After Party.

ALUMNIAVENUE

and Fvents

Alumni Association News

39 HODA
Becky Ann Gelke Baker (175, L),
Depp (1910) and Dr. Richard C. Rink

Nettie H.l_\ less Courts

74, L) will be
honored on Oct. 26,
43 HOMECOMING

The 2018 Homecoming festivities will be celebrated with

a loy Story-like “To the Hill and Beyond™ theme. Find

out about the details!
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—— ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

LEADERSHIP: Al Tucker (/3

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

The mission of your Alumni Association is to cultivate the Western Kentucky University Spirit by
engaging all members of the WKU family in the life of the institution. “Engaging all members of the WKU
family” is a very broad and inundating statement. Who is our family, and how do we engage them? The WKU
family encompasses everyone from our incoming freshman, to current students, to our newest graduates, as
well as those who have long since graduated. It even includes administrators, professors and staff, both past and
present. How we engage this large and diverse group is the charge given to the Alumni Association as we create
various strategics to involve all of our family members in the life of WKU,.

This is the responsibility of not just the Alumni Association as an entity of our University, but of cach
member of the WKU family. Engagement and involvement are responsibilities that belong to all of us.

This vear, the WKU Alumni Association Board of Directors will build a strategic plan in which alumni
engagement is a priority. Itis my hope, as President of the Board of Directors, that each of you will reach out
to those in your own circle who may not be actively engaged with our great University and invite them to
reacquaint themselves with the WKU Spirit that they all experienced as Hilltoppers. Together, we can support
the continued growth of WKU as we inspire innovation, clevate communities and transform lives.

Al Tucker ('73,'77, L)
President, 2018-2019

WKU Alumni Association Board of Directors

365 WKUSPIRIT

Deborah Lynn Thomas
Nashyille, Tenp.

Drew Hawkins
Atlanta, Ga.

Katie Beard
Green, K.

4

ALUMNIAVENUE |

James Edward Schutter Dr. Nowelle Altman Sigman
Chicag, L.~ Bowling Green, K. B Green,
[ e )

11 new members to serve on WKU Alumni Association Board

he WKU Alumni Association recently elected nine new board members for 2018-2019

and recognized two members who will serve in one-year appointments.

hi ;"\.‘,'Imvin;_r, new members will serve
year terms:

Alvey of Owensboro, Ky., a 1980
nd Lifetime Member of the WKU

ssociation, is Chairman of the

Workers' Compensation  Board.
and former Chair of the WKU

ro Advisory Board, he is also an
a retired Major with the Kentucky
National Guard and has volunreered
Owensboro Chaprer of the WKU

Association

Joe Dan Beavers of Bowling Green, Ky,
a 2001 alumnus and Lifetime Member of the
WEKU Alumni Association, serves as President/
CEO of LifeSkills, Inc. He is a past member of
the Warren County Alumni Chapter Planning
Team and the Young Alumni Council,

Drew Hawkins of Atlanra, Ga., a 2009
alumnus and Annual Member of the WKL
Alumni Association, is Senior Manager
of Digital Markering ar North Highland.
With expertise in social media and websire

strategy, Hawkins got his starc with WKU'’s

ImageWest student advertising agency and
was the first Online Advertising Manager
for the College Heights Herald.

Scott Higdon of Bowling Green, Ky., a
1985 alumnus and Lifetime Member of the
Alumni Association, serves as Vice President
and Mortgage Loan Officer for American Bank
and Trust. A |{mgrimu supporter of his alma
mater, Higdon is a member of the Cupola
Society with 21 years of consecutive giving,

Drew Logsdon of Thompson’s Station,

[enn., a 2009 alumnus and Annual Member
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of the WKU Alumni Association, is Director of
Communications for Sigma Nu Fraternity, Inc.
WKU gave him his start in his profession, as he
was a member of the Era Rho Chapter of Sigma
Nu during his time as a student,

James Edward Schutter of Chicago. 111,
a 1974 alumnus and Lifetime Member of the
WEKU Alumni Association, serves as Senior
Managing Director at Newmark Knight
Frank, an international commercial real estate
advisory firm. He has remained involved with
WKU through his former fraternity, Alpha
Tau Omega, and has been active in bringing
the chapter back to campus. He also helps
promore WKU ro high school students in the
Chicago Public Schools system.

Dr. Nowelle Gabrielle Altman Sigman
of Bowling Green, Ky., a 2013 alumna and
Lifetime Member of the WEKU Alumni
Association, is a Chiropracror with Bluegrass
Chiro, She is also a graduate of the Garton
Academy of Mathemarics and Science in
Kenrucky, a residential high school program
for high-achieving juniors and seniors that is
housed at WKU.

Dr. Tamela Williams Smich of Bowling
Green, Ky, is a four-time alumna, carning
degrees in 1984, 1997, 2001 and 2013. She
is a Lifetime Member of the WKU Alumni
Association, and she will be retiring as
Manager of Communication Technologies,
Audiovisual Services, at WKU in October. She
has also served WKU as a Staff Regent, as a
member of both the Parents Advisory Council
and Communication Advisory Council, and
as an ex-officio member of the Staff Council.

38 WKUSPIRIT

“These Hillcoppers who are joining our board are volunteering
their time to help lead the WKU Alumni Association and represent
WKU as ambassadors. Each of them will bring a specific arca
of expertise and a unique perspective to our board, and we are

fortunarte to have such a loyal group of alumni as key volunteers.”

Dr. Anthony McAdoo, Executive Director of the WKU Alumni Association

Deborah Lynn Thomas of Nashville,
Tenn., a 1982 alumna and Lifetime Member
of the WKU Alumni Association, is a Patient
and Family Experience Consultant specializing
in physician engagement and communications
coaching. She has remained active with WKU
through the Music City Alumni Chaprer.

In additon, the following two board
members  will  serve  one-year terms  as
representatives of affiliated organizations:

Katie Beard of Bowling Green, Ky., a 2009
alumna and Liferime Member of the WKU
Alumni Association, will represent the Young
Alumni Council (YAC). In addition to serving
as President of YAC, the Wealth Administrator
for WealthSouth is an advisor for Alpha Delta
Pi Sorority and a member of the Cupola Society
with seven years of consecutive giving to WKU,

Matthew Holl of Swansea, 1, a
WKU senior who is majoring in Business
Administration with a certificate in Financial
Planning, will represent the Student Alumni
Ambassadors (SAA). In addition to serving
as President of SAA, he is a member of Sigma
Alpha Epsilon Fraternity, WKU Golf Club and
the WKU Red Wave as well as a past TGI Greek
Campus Ambassador.

“These Hilltoppers who are joining our
board are volunteering their time to help lead the
WEKU Alumni Association and represent WKU
as ambassadors,” said Dr. Anthony McAdoo,
Executive Director of the WKU Alumni
Association. “Each of them will bring a specific
arca of expertise and a unique perspective to our
board, and we are fortunate to have such a loyal
group of alumni as key volunteers.”

CURRENT BOARD

PRESIDENT
Al Tucker (73,779, 1)

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Deanna Mills (94, 1}

PRESIDENT ELECT
R.Barkley Payne (85, L)

SECRETARY
Leslie McCoy (05,07, 1)

TREASURER
Holly Vaughn {83, L)

Mike Alvey (80, 1)
Claude Bacon (94,01, )

Katie Beard ('09,1)
Young Alumni Council President

Joe Dan Beavers (01,1)
Donna Bredenberg (03, 1)
John Carter (88, 01, 1)
Deborah Fillman (82, '85, 1)
Tori Gerbig (09, 1)

Reggie Glass (73,1}

Marshall Gray ('92, A}
Society of African American Alumni President

Amy C, Hardin (02, '10,1)
Drew Hawkins (09, A)
Scott Higdon (85, L)

Matthew Holl
Student Alumni Ambassador President

Jeff Key (90,1}

Peggy Krug (78, 1)

Will Lambert (00, A)

Drew Logsdon (09, A}

Charles Lovett (19,10, 1)
Curtis Lucas (78, '85, 1)

Joe Micatrotto Jr. (11,1

Joe Morel (02,1)

James Schutter ('74,1)
Nowelle Altman Sigman (13,1
Tamela Smith ('84,'97,'01,13, L)
Jeremy Sublett (94, 1)
Deborah Thomas (82,1]

INTEWELLED S

M CLASS OF 2018
DISTINGUISHED

Three to join WKU’s Hall of Distinguished Alumni
during Homccoming 2018

An award-winning actress of the stage and screen, a pioneer in Kentucky
education reform and u nadonally and internationally recognized pediatric a-urgcon
will join WKU's Hall of Distinguished Alumni this fall.

Becky Ann Gelke Baker, Nettie Bayless Courts Depp and Dr. Richard C. Rink
will be inducted during WKU% 2018 Homecoming Celebration. The 27th class of
noted alumni will be recognized during a luncheon at 11 a.m. on Oct. 26 at Sloan
Convention Center.

The Hall of Distinguished Alumni is presented by Franklin Bank & Trust
Company, a longtime supporter of WKU. For more in formation, contact the WKU
Alumni Association at (270) 745-2586 or visit alumni.wku.edu/hodals,

PRESENTING SPONSOR

B FRANKIIN BANE & st Comprcny
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BECKY ANN GELKE

('75)

Becky Ann Baker (75, L) is a successful Broadway, film and television
character actress who is most recognized for her mothering skills, or lack
thereol, in two popular Judd Apatow series, Freaks and Geeks and Girls, where
she plays creator Lena Dunham’s mom and for which she received a 2017 Emmy
nomination and two Critics Choice nominations.

In the early 1970s, Baker came to WKU as a freshman, majored in Theatre
and minored in Dance. In addition to her most recent television achievements,
she has also appeared on Broadway in both musicals and plays, including Good
People, All My Sons, Assassins, Titanic, A Streetcar Named Desive and The Best Little
Whorehouse in Texas. Her off-Broadway credits include Cardinal, Comedy of Errors,
Othello, Two Gentlemen of Verona, Wonderful Town, The Most Fabulous Story Ever Told,
Shanghai Moon, To Whom It May Concern, Laura Dennis, The Vagina Monologues and
more. In addition, she has performed for many regional companies, including the
Williamstown Theatre Festival, where she is an artistic associate.

Baker has also appeared in 25 big-screen productions, including Starbright,
A Simple Plan, Hope Springs, Death of a President, 23 Blast, War of the Worlds, Men in
Black, Nights in Rodanthe and White Squall. Her television credits are numerous. In
addition to Freaks and Geeks and the HBO blockbuster Girls, she has also appeared
in 30 series that include NCIS: New Qrleans, Madam Secretary, Gotham, Law and
Order: SVU, Person of Interest, L.A. Law, The Good Wife, Law and Order, Frasier, Sex
and the City and Star Trek: Voyager. Her carcer accolades also include a Drama-
logue A“-a‘rd and nominations for an Online Film and Television Award, a Gold
Derby TV Award and a Blockbuster Entertainment Award. She is a member of
Actor’s Studio and Usual Suspects.

Baker has remained close to WKU, returning to campus for Theatre and
Dance reunions and workshops and to star in the 1991 production of The Best
Little Whorehouse in Texas, sharing career wisdom and amazing teachable
moments. Even today, after the success she has enjoyed, Baker is always quick
to host student groups at her home in New York, encouraging them and opening
doors for their own budding careers.

She considers her best and favorite production to be her daughter, Willa,

whom she co-produced with her husband, actor and director Dylan Baker.
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NETTIE BAYLESS COURTS

(1910)

A pioneer in Kentucky education reform, Nettie Bayless Courts Depp
(1910) was a teacher, principal and superintendent in Barren and Allen countics.

Born on Nov. 21, 1874, Depp attended Southern Normal School, the
forerunner of WKU, studying directly with WKU founder and first President
Henry Hardin Cherry and his brother, T,C. Cherry, and earning a Life Certificare
in 1910,

Depp taught at several rural schools before serving as Barren County Schools
Superintendent from 1914-1917. Having taught for several years, she ran on the
Democraric ticket for County School Superintendent in 1913 and was the first
female public official in Barren County—seven years before women earned the
right to vote. She was also the first WKU graduarte ro be clected as a Counry
Superintendent of Schools,

During her tenure as Superintendent, she was instrumental in unifying
local schools to create the county’s first four-year high school at a time when
high schools were not common in Kentucky. Managing a rural district presented
challenges that included impassable and frequently flooded roads. Despite these
obstacles, Depp served a broad geographic area, built 13 new and repaired 50
existing schoolhouses, and added water wells and outhouses.

Her term as Superintendent was focused on working toward the future. Depp
introduced and implemented a uniform curriculum rto all county schools and
added music, art and business courses. Several schools added libraries, and others
utilized a traveling library service. She also strived to enforce the compulsory
school law, During her tenure, county school artendance tripled.

After serving as Superintendent, Depp became Principal at Cave City School
until 1923. That same year, the Republican Party asked Depp to run for re-
election as Superintendent, bur she declined, stating that she would only run in
the name of education, not a political party. She completed her career as a reacher
in Scottsville, Ky., from 1923-1931,

A true visionary, Depp has been honored with a bronze marker in Barren
County, has been inducted into che Kentucky Women's History Project and
was featured in the award-winning documentary, Dreamers and Doers: Viices of
Kentucky Women. She is also being honored with a life-size bronze statue inside
the entrance of the Kentucky State Capitol. She passed away on Aug, 3, 1932, and
her Funeral was moved outdoors to accommodate a crowd of mourners estimared
at more than 1,500,

WKUSPIRIT 4
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DR. RICHARD C.

('74)

Richard C. Rink, M.D. (’74, L) is a renowned pediatric urologist and
surgeon and is Emeritus Professor at Indiana University (IU) Medical Center's
Riley Hospital for Children.

He earned a Bachelor of Arts at WKU and was a 1978 graduate of [U’s
School of Medicine. He completed his general surgical training at Emory
University and recurned to TU for his urology residency before completing a
Pediatric Urology Fellowship at The Children’s Hospital, Boston, Harvard
Medical School. Dr. Rink served as Chief of Pediatric Urology at Riley Hospital
for Children from 1989 to 2014, and he is currently the Surgical Direcror for the
CARES Foundation Comprehensive Care Center for Children and Adolescents
with CAH (Congeniral Adrenal Hyperplasia) at Riley Hospirtal for Children,
one of only three designared centers of excellence for CAH in the United States.

Dr. Rink is recognized as one of the top pediatric urologists in the world. An
innovative and :,_.-:lc:uml‘.u'mking professional, his contributions to the field of pediatric
urology over the past 30+ years have been immense, particularly related to children
who are born with arypical genitourinary systems. In fact, he and his associates have
built one of the premier reconstructive pediatric urology surgical training programs,
L‘.omnum]_\' z'cca:rgnlx_cd as the international epicenter for major reconstruction in
the field. Under his leadership, the pediatric urology program at Riley Hospital for
Children was ranked in the top five nationally by the U5, News and World Report.

Dr. Rink is a member of nearly every prestigious national and international
urologic society. In addition, he has shared his knowledge and skills as a visiting
professor at most major pediatric urologic institutions within the United States
and many institutions across the g_lnlw. In 2016, the CARES Foundarion pz't'ﬁunn‘d
him with its prestigious Pioneer Award in honor of his career achievements. He has
authored or co-authored 264 journal pul':|':c.1tic'n|1‘i. more than 50 book chapters, and
he is the co-editor of a major pediatric urologic textbook.

Dr. Rink has also received dozens of other awards and honors including,
“America’s Most Honored Professionals Award” and has been repeatedly named by his
peers to “Americas Best Doc tors,” "America’s Top-Rarted Physicians,” “Who's Wheo in
America” and “America’s Registry of Qutstanding Professionals.” Golf Digest magazine
also noted Dr. Rink to be one of the top 26 Docror ( solfers in America.

Dr. Rink is married to his college sweetheart, the former Kanda Lyle ('74, L),

and they have adult twins, Andy and Stephanie ('05, ’12), and four grandchildren.

WKUSPIRIT
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Festivities begin Thursday, October 25 and conclude Saturday, October 27.

For more information, contact the WKU Alumni Association at
270-745-2586 or online at alumni.wku.edu/homecoming.

WKU HOMECOMING * OCTOBER 27,2018
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100th Anniversary of WKU ROTC

The WKU ROTC is planning several events to celebrate its 100th
anniversary, with most centered around Homecoming 2018. Plans
Include a 100th anniversary Red Towel, activities for ROTC alumni. an
alumni color quard for the Homecoming Football game, departmental
open house and skills demonstrations by students,

OCTOBER 2%,

Homecoming Chili and Cheese Luncheon

& Pep Rally HILLIARD
Sponsored by LYO NS

JPS Weaith Advisors of Hilliard Lyons
Presented by =
Junior Achievement of South Central Kentucky Jll nior

and the WKU Alumni Association . =
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. ACh_[evemeI]l
6+4+3 Sports Bar, 360 E. 8th Avenue

The official Homecoming kickoff rally begins when WKU Football players, Pep Band, Cheerleaders
and Topperettes join Coach Mike Sanford for an exciting afternoon i'rw'd\b enefit Junior
Achievement. For more information, contact Junior Achievement at 270-782-0280

Alumni W-Club Athletic Hall of
Fame Induction
Ceremony and
Brunch

10:00 a.m.
E.A. Diddle Arena, John Oldham Court
Contact Paul Just at paul just@wku.edu or 270-792-4247 or
Bill Edwards at bill edwardsawku.edu

JPS Wealth Advisors

Midtown

MIDTOWNBG.COM

Presented by Midtown

Homecoming Parade
“To the Hill and Beyond”’

5:00 p.m.

WKU Campus to Downtown Bowling Green
A WKL Homecoming tradition, the Parade begins at the intersection of College
Heights Blvd. and Avenue Champions near Downing Student Union and concludes
al Circus Square Park in Downtown Bowling Green

2018 Summit Awards Dinner

6:00 p.m. Social; 6:30 p.m, Program
Augenstein Alumni Center, 292 Alumni Avenue
WKU honors its outstanding volunteers at this recognition and awards ceremony.

E’e

Hall of Distinguished Alumni Luncheon

FESTIVAL OF FRIENDS TAILGATE
;Ir.;ltj,lé:r:;l‘:sr:n.-’lr}p.m.
;,I,;I\l.,,;I\]:_-‘I.!;Tffwm from across the globe at the Homecoming Festival of

WKU Alumni Association
Homecoming Tailgate and
(elebmte

o [T hank

0 6. fJ{J p.m.
WKU South Lawn

(elebrate with a womy-free tailgating experience at the WKU Alumn

Homecoming Concert in the Park
Featuring Jordan English

5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Circus Square Park, Downtown Bowling Green

As the Parade makes its way to Downtown Bowling Green, enjoy music by WKU's
own Jordan English. Bring your lawn chair!

Big Red’s Roar 2018

ﬂnd ’ndﬂtﬁorl ceremony 6:30 p.m. Association tent, located on South Lawn across from Houchens Industries-L.T,
Circus Square Park, Downtown Bowling Green Smith Stadium.
Following the Parade and Concert, be entertained at a pep rally f aturing the

WKU student body

HOMECOMING FOOTBALL GAME

WKU vs. Florida International

030 p.m

Houchens Industries-L.T, Smith Stadium

Take your seat in Houchens-Smith Stadium as the WKU Hilltoppers
welcome Conference USA opponent, the FIU Owls. At halftime, celebrate
the tradition of the Homecoming Court and the crawning of the Queen,

o< The After Party
7:00 p.m. to9:00 p.m.
Steamer Seafood, B01 State Street
Calling all young alumni and friends! Head to
Steamer for a casual, no-host parade watch party
and then stick around for the After Party with cold brew, good food and live music.

11:00a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Sloan Convention Center, 1021 Wilkinson Trace
The 2018 inductees are Becky Ann Gelke Baker,
Nettie Bayless Courts Depp and Dr. Richard C. Rink.

ALUMNI.WKU.EDU/HOMECOMING
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HILLTOPPERS

Help. It’s a simple word with an impacrful meaning. According to Dictionary.com,

help is defined as:

help /help/ v. 1. To give or provide what is necessary to accomplish a task or
satisfy a need; contribute strength or means to; render assistance to; cooperate
effectively with; aid; assist. 2.To save; rescue; succor. 3. To make easier or less

difficult; contribute to; facilitate. 4.To give aid; be of service or advantage.

The more than 110,000 members of the global alumni family include so many
helpers that it was difficult to narrow down the p]d_\-‘ing field for this story. From helping
rebuild Puerto Rico after the devastation of a hurricane to giving young people with
challenges an extra hand, the WKU family is filled with those whose nature is to elevate

their own communities and transform the lives of people around the world.

WKUSPIRIT
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Helping others in need can be done

in many ways, from \'1‘!]ll[1[t‘t‘!'il]ls__‘: youl

time to devoting your career path to a
specific mission you are passionate abour,
For Nathan “Jess” Cary (704, ’05,°13) of
Nashville, Tenn., his time at WKU led him
to a career with the United Stares Army
Corps of Engineers (USACE), where he has
gained first-hand experience with helping
people around the world recover from
natural disasters.

While on the Hill, Cary received a
bachelor’s degree, a Master of Science in
Geoscience and a Graduare Certificare in
Geographic Information Science (GIS),
qualifications that helped him obrain his
job as a Realty Specialist and Real Property
Accountability Officer with the USACE.

”]L’ 1

Defense and the U.S. A rmy and is one of

ACE is part of the Department of

the world's largest public engineering, design

and cons

uction management m'g;mif.l:i:]n.\.
[t’s also part of the federal government’s
unified national response to disasters and
emergencies. On a typical day, Cary works in
the Nashville district.

“My role is to help manage spatial dara

related to property, public land traces and
assets within our lake projects and streams,”
stated Cary. “I do this via GIS, creating maps
and exccuting necessary acquisitions like
property leasing.”

But, he is also part of the USACE

Blue Roof Planning and Response Team
g

WKUSPIRIT
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(PRT), which means that when natural
disasters hit, he deploys.

“In September of 2017, our ream
deployed to Florida in response to
Hurricane Irma,” Cary said. “As a member
of the PRT, I helped set up public centers
throughour central and southern Florida
and the Florida Keys 1o allow residents
affected by the disaster to apply for
temporary roofs, Contractors then installed
temporary roofs to resident homes, free of
charge, to help reduce property damage
until permanent measures could be raken by
the homeowner.”

While Cary was working on this
recovery effort, disaster {|¢\-‘L']{_»pcd again.,

“When we were in Florida, Hurricane
Maria developed and began 1o ravage the
Caribbean,” he said. “After a month and a
half in Florida, many of us were asked to
help with USACE's Power Restore mission in
Puerto Rico.”

When Cary arrived to the island, he and
hi.ﬁ ream were 'L']]:ll'g::d \\'i[h c|;_'LL['n_-.1l power
grid repair.

“In simple terms, we had to turn the
lights on,” noted Cary. “When [ arrived in
early November, total power to the island was
around 30 percent.”

He spent the next 45 days working on
power restoration efforts and returned ro
P

2018, H_\-‘ the end of the second dL‘PJI_}'\'H'!CJ](\ ¢

As he

the power grid was 98 percent restored

uerto Rico on a 30-day mission in March of

recounted the devastation, Cary said it was
extremely difficult to see.
“Following Maria, much of the island

Was a true L:"

aster area,” Cary explained.
“Power outages caused trathic lights to not
work. Road debris and downed power lines
and poles often created adventurous travels.
While power outages affected the entire
island, the visible destruction was scartered
throughour. Seeing the devastation was

rough. A lot of these people had nothing

no I'E_H}i:\, no pm\'ur :i:é&l no \\"JIL"!'.“
For C:

witnessing the results of the catastrophe

and his coworkers,

urged them to work harder, even though
they were already putting in 12-hour days,
seven days a week.

“The people of Puerro Rico are resilient
and were glad their fellow countrymen and
women were there to help,” he said. “Many
of us experienced countless encounters and
were showered with thanks when the public
noticed our red USACE shirts, We were all
glad to help.”

Cary says helping others is his passion.
He urges others to find their passion and
donate their time to support it.

“Helping others is the humane thing to
do, and assisting others in a time of need is
very rewarding,” expressed Cary. I believe
that most people want to help but have a
hard time finding time in their busy lives to
do so. Fortunately, my job allows me to take

JL]MHH.!i_‘{' 1si'uppnl'tunitiu o |1t'|p,“
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:\[Uhl ]H:Upkc .III.'L'Hd C(Illt."','_l' \\'irh a
plan for their future, but Amy Correll-
Hehre ("14) found her calling as a
20-year-old WKU student through a
simple Google search.

“I was just a college student who was
seeking opportunities to serve and make a
y,]nh.l] impact,” u.\pl;iinmf Correll-Hehre, “A
Google search on ‘Medical Opportunities
in Africa’ led me into a world | never saw

coming—the world of vulnerable children

dy from both curable and chronic diseases.”
While serving as a volunteer medical
assistant at a small mission hospital in Sub
Saharan Africa, she found an overwhelming
compassion for children who could nort

ACCESs [rcarment.

Ceiiell-Hehyie

A calling to Africa

Specifically, I was burdened for orphans
who faced horrible medical conditions with
no living family or advocate who could afford
to support their care,” she said. "My vision for
a hospital that could provide free, life-saving

- |
care for orphans struck me with complete

clarity, so much so thac | grabbed a pen an
notebook paper and physically sketched every
derail thar came to mind.”

The Somerser, Ky., native then spent
every summer and winter break from WKL
traveling to Suna Migori, Kenya, ro do
rescarch related 1o her vision. By the time
she graduated, she had completed an honors
thesis that outlined her hospital plans.

One vear later, in 2015, Ovi and Violet

International Children’s Hospital (OVI)

vas registered as a 501(c)(3) f\uhlit le:'itl\.

2017, OVT opened its doors to serve the

¢ million orphans of Sub-Saharan Africa.

lowever, the road to realizing her vision

me with some struggle.
“Establishing OVI was a true hght,”

ited Correll-Hehre. “1 had less than
-I|1'mj; hnancially and really lacked support
my vision. Forrunately, | chose to have
nin my calling and trusced in ultimate
ovision of resources despite the resistance |
t along the way, Whar started as a sketch
wtebook paper became a i~.’l|rpri||1 and

v full ownership of a five-story hospital

cre | serve roday.”

OV1 Children’s | lospita ploys 40

time Kenyan stafl members, has nearly

10 ULS. ambassadors and offers critical

nd-the-clock medical care o orphans all
ss Sub-Saharan Africa. Correll-Hehre savs
work is challenging but rewarding,

Our largest challenges go hand in

with our greatest rewards. We subiect

ourselves to vulnerable children at the most
painful point of their lives.” Correll-Hehre
\h.nui. }\'cl'_\ 1[.I\ I see children \\ilu are
suffering and dying from not having access to
the help thar they so desperately need. Some
have never been held or loved.

"While many children are so grateful,
there are some who have simply lost all hope.
| specitically think of one little boy with
cerebral palsy and epilepsy who for six weeks
screamed in agony and refused to bond with
us in any way. | would sit in my apartment
in the hospital every night and just listen to
him—wondering how on earth we would
ever win his heart, Today, his smile, laugh
and his simple ‘hello’ are among my grearest
gii‘[». .\hming: him in his pain and resistance
was nearly defeating, bur withour these

C Il'l..l“l.‘!!l'

es | would never have cxperienced
the miracle of his transition.
Correll-Hehre does this work wich her

hushand, Rob.

.y v L.
Rob recognized his call to medical

missions ar age 18 while studying at UCF
Orlando,” she said. “This calling would later

reunite him with me, |

long-time Kentucky
friend from youth camp,”

His journey in Africa began in 2014
shortly after the couple’s eng, gement. The two
have since welcomed two children into their
tamily, 6-year-old Moses and 2-year-old Lily.

‘Rob is a dedicated husband, father,
clinician and lover of all things medicine,”
she explained, “He is constantly studying new
medical journals and dL\L-|n]\ir!f_' protocols
of care for the OVI Children’s | lospital. His
love for clinical studies has also paved the
opportunity for our faciliry o offer clinical
rorations for M.D., D.O., PA. and Public
Health students from across the world.”

“ltis a huge responsibility to meet
every child’s medical and emotional needs.
but what a honor it is to call them our own,”
Correll-Hehre said.

lo donate or volunteer, visit:

ovinternational.org.

WKUSPIRIT 5]
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Degling O'Peuike

Destiny O’Rourke ('05, "08, L) has
leveraged her previous positions in the WKU

\dmissions Office, WKU Alumni Association

and the Kentucky Higher Education

Assistance Authority to ignite her true passion

for working with high school students.

“I realized my l\ig;gn‘ai impact needed o
e with students,” explained O’Rourke. “It
vas a really deep calling.”

lo fulfill that calling, O'Rourke serves

ts the College and Carcer Readiness Coach

t Bowling Green High School where
1e works with students, discussing their

trengths and weaknesses, ralking about

lifferent carcer options and encouraging
hem when it comes to grades and ACT
ores. She also does group work with
tudents, coordinares a class that trains
idents on real-world skills like cooking
nd budgeting, and rakes them on field

rips to businesses that vary from medical

tacilities 1o factories.

She also makes it a priority to have open
ffice time to allow students to work directly
vith her and other community volunteers on
thing from filling out the FAFSA (Free
\pplication for Federal Student Assistance)
rm, to completing college applications o
arning skills for the workforce. O'Rourke

tys her passion for helping students figure out

what they want to do in life comes from her

wWin pcr\:1r1.l| \Trllg_‘,gifc",
“Tlook back over my own life, especially
}:Egh school career, and 1 felt like [ didn’

ave someonc who could walk me through

these things in a very specific way,” she
explained. “People would rell me assistance
was out there, but no one really showed me
‘how to access those opportunities or rap into
those financial resources. So, for me, it's 2
blessing to now offer that help to students and
structure it in a way that works best for my
school community.

“IF 1 can inspire a student to ler go of
perceptions, think outside of the box and

find their strengths and a future that suits

them—aone that provides a high qualiry of

life where they can own the responsibility
they are¢ about to jump in to—then | feel
like we've not only made that student
better, but we've enhanced their lives for
generations to come. 1 love this work,
I'm passionate abour this work, and |
think it changes lives and ultimately our
communities,”

O’Rourke’s students come from
all types of backgrounds, but she says
the most challenging students can often
dl hil'\-'t' Il'lk‘ !_;I'i.".][i'\l outcome.

“One of the more recent students
who stands our is a kid who hated school.
He did not want to be here, and he came
from a very rough background,” explained
O’Rourke. “His family wasn't there for
him in the way most families are for their
kids. He came to my office his senior year
and he wanted o think through other
opportunities. So, the senior guidance
counselor and I introduced him to our local

arca technology center—which we have a

great partnership with—and he decided to
take wcidiu;: classes,”

O’Rourke said something magical
clicked with the student. He met with
mentors from the community, carned his
welding certification and participared in a
program called SKYFAME, which connects
students with local businesses. They can
work for the company on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays, and still be full-
time students on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
At the end of five semesters, participants
have great work experience, a degree and
access to retirement and medical benefirs.

“I just got a text from him this past May
saying, “We did it. I graduare Friday,™ she said.
“This kid who hated school is graduating from
college, has a grear job, certifications and a
degree. He is going to be fine, and his furure
family is going to be fine.”

While her past definitely sparked her
passion to help students, O'Rourke says
she's reminded daily thar what she does s
not abourt her bur abourt the young people
she is able to help.

“As one of my mentors once told me,
my job is not to prepare scudents for my
past but to prepare them for their furures,
whartever that looks like to them.” stared
O'Rourke. “I think you always have 1o
remember who you are serving and how
their lives are betrer because of the work
you do. | love whart the kids are able 1o

accomplish with just a little suppore.”

WKUSPIRIT
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Saving lives and breaking the cycle of domestic violence

Tori Henninger (06, '09, L) started
her professional career ac WKU, but she
always dreamed of working in the nonprofit
world. When she saw the job opening for the
Executive Director of the Barren River Area
Safe Space (BRASS), Henninger was hesitant
to apply, as she did not have experience with
domestic violence or with running a shelter.
However, the hiring committee realized that her
business, management and grant writing skills
would be a positive fit and offered her the job.
BRASS is a domestic violence shelter and
program that provides a safe space for people
in the 10-county region of South Central

Kentucky. It’s a 28-bed, three-bathroom

facility that serves all victims of domestic
\v'il'll(’ﬂff'— mMen, Womern, g[‘“dt‘r '|'|L'llf|'i]| .'”'ld
children, While the location is confidential, it’s

accessible 24 hours a day, seven days a week

through a crisis line, and all the services are
free of charge and confidential.

“We work with the dependents of those
victims, so children mostly, who are in turn
victims of domestic violence themselves, We
can do this residentially or non-residenrially,”
explained Henninger. "A person can come into
shelter if they meet the criteria or they feel like
they are in imminent danger and admit to
being a victim of domestic violence. Or we can
provide them with non-residential outreach
services and assistance with court advocacy,

counseling, assessments and case management.”

WKUSPIRIT

During 2017, BRASS served 405 people
through the shelter, some of whom were
repeat clients,

“A person often has to leave his or
her abuser five to seven times before they
leave for good. Most people don't want
their relationship to end, but they want
the abuse to end, so we help them through
that grieving process and }mwidc‘ non-
judgmental advice,” stated Henninger. “We
will take them over and over again, whether
they decide to come and go in 24 hours or
if it'’s been three years or 10 years. We are
always available.”

Henninger says they help educate their
clients using a visual called the power and
control wheel, which demonstrates how the
L')’(lL' ‘}i‘d()[l]l_'h[it \"Il('lll.']‘L'(.' \\"Urks.

“We are also able to help educate kids
on how to handle their feelings and channel
l}'lL'ii' ]“I'I.l.‘il[';'!!lt(}lls,“ .‘|[1L' Hd](.l “\X’rc 1{1.‘10 P['('l\']ll.lt'
prC\-'C!!l'i]!i\-'C measurcs o hl_"P '\_'l)ul}gl_'r
populations understand and be aware of the
L')"L"L' (}“d{)”lc.ﬁlic \-'i()lL'I'ICL' ilI'I.L{ to sce [hc
red flags and warning signs. Statistically,
l:]ﬁ!(!l'{_‘ﬂ. \’\"Il(? gr(!w 'I.Jl'l il'l l10il]cﬁ :Jl-don‘lt'.s‘lit‘
\'i()]L‘HL'L' 4are more 11]((_'} o l'.li_'L'UIl'lL' a \"i\_'].ill'l
or abuser as an adult, so we teach them how
o i'f.'('f)g'l'li}‘-i.‘. il .'[['Id i'l{“r'\-' T S(_'L'I\' h('ll?.“

In addition to their residential and
counseling programs, BRASS offers two

hnu.‘:ing options to |u'|]1 p(:upk: ]i\-‘ing on

iht"lr own, as some “{- [llC g[’l_"dlt'.‘;l Uh.\l:l\_]l.'x
to leaving one’s abuser are finding housing
and becoming self-sufficient. Henninger
i!‘.‘l\'['l(.)\-\']l;'ligi_'h [h'dl L{()H]Chlit \"II()!C['IL'L' ih a
societal issue that is not casily solved.

“The question | get asked most often is,
“Why don't they just leave?”” she said. “There
are thousands of reasons why a person can't
just leave, ranging from simple basic needs
(.‘{‘ E'Il'_}\-\" are [hﬁ.‘.)" g()i]]g (€8] b!]()\u\"(.']' or ¢at, or
where are they going to sleep that night, or
I'I{}“" rhf}" can hi“'ﬂ'“lﬂ .ﬁr:i]'rin;__“ over \u\"ifh il]l
their worldly possessions gone. Sometimes
it'’s simpler to stay as opposed to the scary
situation of Een\-'int_; when rhcy have no idea
what to expect. In addition, the most volatile
point in an abusive relationship is often when
the victim decides ro leave.”

Henninger says it's a tough job, feeling
as though she holds people’s lives in her
hands, bur it's rewarding to know she is
helping and empowering people at the worst
time in their lives.

“The difference in how a person appears
the day that they come in, physically bruised
and broken from an assault, and the day they
leave smiling with their head held high, able to
look someone in the eye is inspiring,” she said.
“That’s why this job is worth it.”

For more information on how to
volunteer, visit: barrenriverareasafespace.com.

WKUSPIRIT
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2015 Iris Award recipient, Janet Wall (right), presents
Steve Bray with the 2017 Iris Award

& WKUSPIRIT

ETCAICST Listing

Stephen Bray ('89) of Monrovia, Calif.,

«d the Iris Award from the

vionrovia ( wr of Commerce, which
5 present \| L'.lLJ'I year to a Los .\|I'.'.l'|"'~-_lli'i!

| | | 1. ha ¥
dividual whose vo unteer efforrs have the

|".-.|l..L| Oon a wide base of the

itys citizens. To learn why Bray received this
ward, we need o first po back to his roots.

Paducah, Ky,

Brav was born in
ind when it was time for him to atrend
ollege, he chose the school right down the
Western Kenrucky

colleze students, Bray

vad—and up the Hill
niversity. Like many
truggled o make ends meet.
“I lived off student loans,” explained
But, | really lived off the kindness of my
riends who had a food card and would share

he pizza and burgers they boughr with me.”

Bray said two of his friends who helped

1 the most were Kirk Coverdill ('90) and
Dov Moore (’88).

Kirk sl

ared his tood card with me

F my ly senior year, and
ov took me to his jrare nts’ home for a free
ndwich many times over the four years we

gether at WKL

all, those acts of kindness have greatly

said Bray, “Wi

Ic

npacted me over the years and have given

the desire to give back ro ot

With a degree in ( orporare and
rganizational Communication from WKU

v moved to Monrovia, where he has

hen Biay

Random acts of kindness in California

resided for the past 20 years with

Jenniter, and their two children. He works

a Regional Sales Representarive for the Masco
Corporation and says the move o California

s blessed them financialls

Jennifer and | set a long-term goal for
oursclves and as we close in on that goal, we

have more flexibility o give back,”

Bray. “We both want 1o i ’
act and make an ImMpact on our community,

After an unsuccessful run for Ciry
Council, Bray decided 1o create random

dness to make a ditference in his

community. From his own pocket throughou

¢ has paid for a quince;

1t afford one

tools 1o |\_;‘J.lLL a4 Pusiness owners cguipment

and allow his employees to continue 1o work

hundraising ettort in the Gty around Chiristmas

to help those who were in a bad sicuation,

‘Among other things, we have raised

more than $20,000 i

1 Lo Nl I!Ll'\ 1 CAr lor
a working mother in danger of losing her job

because she didn't have reliable 1 insportation

apartment burned down.”
His fundraising initiative focuses on

ach donor 1o pive one dollar

O grearly impact

¢

[t brought our ciry together as a

Ineir communiry.

tv, strengthened our bonds ro our

e |;'|1:'1-|r- and gave those who have plent
th opportunity to help those who ha
i ll].'.' i‘:c "\]H.II!:\"Li..
Bray says it's rewarding to § back, and
the reactions from those he pa
community to help is the best part
"While there have been many highlights
over the years, the one thar will alwa
vith me was our Impact o1 ¢ childres

been murdered earlier in
the year,” Bray said. “We filled their aunt

a mother who ha

and uncle s truck v vikes, tovs and Ba

dolls tor the kids, When they were abourt to

pull out, I handed them a check for $1,300

to help with feeding and doth e the kids

Ihe uncle was in shock thar a pe
.y y
would do this and starred to cry. | hugged
him and shed a few tears myself. | knew [ was

doing my part 1o re taith in huma

Bray says he's grateful he wasn't ¢lected
to city council because he's making more of

i -!.':'\-’r:-\l in s community chrougt

volunteer eftorts, He encours

be leaders in their communities and to create
< |1|r|IL:-'.'

X ”1'.‘:; 15 a4 quoic that goes somethir g
like, ‘Be the change you want to sce in the
world,”™ explained Bray, "You can’t wait for

someone clse ro lead. If ther

s something

voul ‘.\.|p.:x-.:-».':.m about jump in and start

making an impact,

WKUSPIRIT




PBs | [n[p[r k A _
m‘ ‘ @ ‘ p]j Lee (Humphrey) Whalen ('06, L) and Michael Whalen

05T RIVER SESSIONS!

Cooper Nicholas, on March 22, 2018.
Fou< BLUEGRASS -~ AMERICANA R TP . L ®

LEE and MIKE
. ® MAY 31,2013

W KU
FIGH 50\(1

STANDUP AND CHEE
CTAND L AMD 1"#!33#3-.".
.m‘ml JLE WESTERN
FOR TERA r\’w RAISE
THE RED AND WHITE

_:ﬁ,‘d\ﬂlum E

| -4:%

OUR’ "FAM:\
AND WE'RE 1 -
WEWE {:ﬂ TRE TEAM
WE'VE GOT THE STRAM
FOR THIS 15 DEAR OLD
WES FERN T DAYH

to: Rob Taber

’h

Watch performances online at Listen on the radio and online at H | I— I—TO P P E R N AT I o N
lostriversessions.org and on WKU-PBS wkyufm.org every Ist Thursday

(check your local listings) of the month @ 8/9e ﬁ HIGHLIGHTS
LOST RIVER SESSIONS LWE! RIIE:DTOWELTRAV.ELS S 70 CLf\SS NOTES

. . " . d r See the latest news from vour fello
Monthly concert series at the historic Capitol Arts Center in downtown Bowling Green. e during their travels. '
Visit us online for concert and broadcast information. 77 1N MEMORIAM

The WKU Alum

our Alumni Fam
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Larnelle Harris (’69)

afrer the fall of
ol Prayer event in

nces | {: YWEVLT,

My total and complete motivation is to be part of a he:

ethnic, racial or economic backs

the world can only be

WKUSPIRIT

the Savier

by WKI

being the first Chri

> and ¢

valrd

vinning musician Larnelle Harris ('69) ce

alumnus Larnelle Harris ('69, L)

LInion, to pc

Washington, D.C., |

women

ounds

sE1ann artist to st

larris has had some re

. boys

o Cr

lor 1

a career that has been full of praise

|||'\||.E-. -|||_ J\Ii'l]'lil'-:

ional D

irkable

ind giris

t

ardless ol

pt

is the main 1

\]3||\ res of inHuence

Huow Ohwedir

within a week of its release in February. Originally, the idea of wri

hi said aher ol

s dutoograpny wasnt .il';'\'.'l Ing to l

about the |!i_'l",‘|\' in his lite

PN,

None of us ac ss alone, and as | bega

along the way, it was quite |'|||||li\:lll_:'

IH.! maotiva

recall the people who su

he added. “Sometim

kindness, we can help shape a person’s life forever.”

realized their stories were worth telli

ES, JUust

o
=
i 5}
n
7

member of

1o become

il of fame organizations, including the Gospel Music Hall of F;

Music Hall of Fame and the /

§ 'Ili!\'

rds, 11 Dove

yme of his vocal honors include hve Grami

vards and a Stellar Award for Best Solo Performance.

Betore |

ar musical fears, Harris

at WKU influenced him to consider music as

to have instructors who educared and ¢ ncour

Opportuniues (o perform in sROws represeniing

I
IV

wtional respons

eparing them for a bright future,” he explained

n just bac

met his wife, ( _\ulfli;{ (Mitzy) ('69, L), thro
they have been enjoying

heir lite together now tor 45 vears

crrical Engineering, and Teresa, who has a degree in Finance

nateur Radio Hall of F

hree distinct

dme,

says
ireer. He said

ed ralent

vas also a :__'I|I AL assel to |‘; at an institution that is « u.’[||1|i‘zt\'|i

15 and

HILLTOPPERNAT|g |

* I
}HI nappy

bills,” Harris joke

WEKU’s Hall of Dist

guished Alumni
||l\
s a part of a Christmas musical that he co-wrote with

Clark and Nick Robertson th

1993. Todav, he continues to tour and do concerts in both

Dave

ased this year ol

All Year Long™ thar’s

TR
1L Wil DC I}

LiteWay, The IIIIj\i\.li is based ofl HJJl:- song

He watched it come

teatured on a Gr:

to lite at a premicre in Nashville, Tenn., this past Dece

My | s been like most P r.|\ s, | think,” Harris said. “We
start out one way, thinking we do this or that, and because of the
encouragement of ot we end up in a different place.”

ves that's wh tke away h that all

people have a sphere of infuence.

| remember seeine a pice w0 of a turtde on a fence

SOTTIE

post. Like that turtle, none of us ger where we are in lite alone, and |

it WKL an i le in where [ am

playec

is stated. ® LARYN HILDERBRANDT ("18)

portant 1
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DON’T LEAVE HOME WITHOUT IT!

Please list names of each person in picture and their graduation year.
Also include date and location of picture and send your pictures to:

WKU Alumni Association, Red Towel Travels, 292 Alumni Ave. Suite 309,
Bowling Green, KY 42101 or email to alumni@wku.edu.

*Pictures will not be returned.

&

Y Linda ('75, L) and Mike Inman (75, L) attending
the NAR lIssues Conference at The Atlantis

Y '70s WKU Sigma Chi 10th Annual Get Together
at LAKE MARTIN, ALA., in June 2018: Richard
Green, Richard Baker, Larry West ('71), Jack
Thompson ('66, ‘71), Joe Breeding (‘71, L) and
Brad Childes ('73).

March 2018,

WKUSPIRIT

Paradise Island, in NASSAU, THE BAHAMAS, in

Y Denise Baker ('81) at the Brandenburg
Gates in BERLIN, GERMANY, in May 2018.

pd MarwnJarboei 80, L), Paula Jarboe ('93, L),
Karen Matchus (66, A), Jim Denhardt ('68,
L), Grace Denhardt, Woody Harrell ('73, L)
and Becky Harrell ('73, '75, L) on board the
QOceania Marina in the Baltic Sea as part of
the BALTIC AND SCANDINAVIA TREASURES
CRUISE presented by the WKU Alumni
Association inJune 2018,

* Kenneth Gray (72, '76, '80, L) on the Swilcan

Bridge on the Old Course at St. Andrews in ST.
ANDREWS, SCOTLAND, in May 2018.

ara Kinslow (94, L) and Jeff Welch {"91) near X

BOTSMARK, ICELAND, in 2018,

'
Ry .\mhw‘i r
% 1‘*11} NS

- Vicki Gregory ('87, '89, A) at the Catherine

HILLTOPPER NATION

%gﬁ;%f :._ ! 'f!_.
.?g.‘\,\;. - A - £ i 5

S.f

= Brittany Groh (16, '17) at the summit of MT.
Palace in SAINT PETERSBURG, RUSSIA, in April HOOD, OREGON, in June 2018.

2018.

AN CHTLE CHU

ANTARCTICA
MY 7" CONTINENT

John Record ('73, '75) and Pam Record ('74) at
Portal Point on the ANTARCTIC PENINSULA IN
ANTARCTICA, in February 2018.

T June Laves ('13), Andrew Salsman ('07, L) and
Kendall Seaton ('68) celebrating the WKU NIT
Final Four berth at Rector Hayden Realtors in
LEXINGTON, KY., in March 2018.

WKUSPIRIT



WKU ALUMNI

MEMBER SAVINGS PROGRAM

Have You Started Saving With the WKU
Alumni Association Member Savings Program?
A New Reward For Alumni Association Members!

A complimentary added benefit with your active WKU Alumni Association Membership, this program provides
up to 50% off at more than 400 locations! For the first time, WKU Alumni Association Members living anywhere

in the U.S. can enjoy discounts at favorite restaurants, retailers, theme parks, travel vendors and more!
You simply login using your membership ID Number. To take advantage of this NEW member benefit,

just visit alumni.wku.edu/membersavings to find your favorite discounts by city or ZIP code.

Not A Member ... Join The WKU Alumni Association and start taking advantage of this reward.

ALUMNI.WKU.EDU/JOIN

ALUMNI

Ww‘ ASS O C O N

‘l wouldn't be the same person today
WKL It's a

sanctuary for meand a place where

without my experience at

250 Many connections”

JANA SUBLETT ('01, '06)

Jana Sublett (01, °06)

A superhero to children in South Central Kentucky
For Jana Sublett ('01, "06) of Bowling Green, Ky., her carcer
path to becoming the Executive Director of Court Appointed Special
Advocates (CASA) of South Central Kentucky started with her
volunteering after finishing her undergraduate degrec ac WKU in 2001,
“I started volunteering for the state office of Kentucky CASA,
doing administrative tasks for the State Director,” explained Sublerr,
"My volunteer work quickly turned into a paid position as a Program
Development Coordinator where I helped seart up local C;
throughout the Commonwealth for abour a vear. | also volunteered as a

Volunteer Advocate in Warren County from 2003 to 2010.”

SA programs

Sublett then ook her career on a different path, as she managed
public relations and marketing for different nonprofits and law firms,
SAL
“Iound my way back to CASA of South Central Kentucky and

have been the Executive Director since September 2015, Sublert said.

But her heart was ultimarely called back 1o C2

‘Our agency recruits and trains concerned citizens o advocate for abused.
neglected and dependent children in the family court systems in Barren,
Butler, Edmonson, Hart, Metcalfe and Warren counties in Kenrucky.”
Volunreers go through hours of training and h;lckgr{mmi checks
wfore they are assigned to a case. Then they spend six to 10 hours each
nonth reviewing the case, participaring in case meetings, spending rime
with the child, and working with the family, teachers, docrors, caregivers,

ocial workers and anyone else who is involved in the child’s life. The

goal is for the volunteer to gather all of the information needed to

present a case to a judge on what represents the best interest of the child.

s interesting to try to define whar a positive outcome is for the

nd of work that we do,” said Subletr. “It can mean a child goes home

to his or her biological family, goes to live with his or her next of kin or

wdopred by his or her foster family. In any of these scenarios, we are

lways glad to have a child find permanency in a safe and loving home.

Its definitely a team efforr thar we are honored to be a part of.”

As the children CASA serves are removed from their homes for a

HILLTOPPER NATION

variety of reasons, it is often very traumaric for them. It's tough for the

volunteers, bur it’s rcw;:rd'ing as well.

“T often have people tell me thar they don't think they could do
our kind of volunteer work because they would get wo artached 1o
the children,” noted Sublert. “I do understand where theyre coming
from when they say that. However, | try to relate to them that our
relationship with the children has to be about building rapport, but
it also has to be somewhar analytical. There are times that people’s
emotions can be counterproductive to the end goal, and that’s why
we have a number of parties involved in cases.”

“The children I work with have had lives most of us cannot even
imagine and there is no stability in their lives,” said Ashley Smith
Badgett ('99), a CASA Volunteer. “The one constant in most of these
cases is the CASA volunteer advocate. With CASA, children know
they have someone to call for help or to talk, or someorne to visit and
be there when they need them.”

Sublett says she loves whar she does. Even on the toughest days, she
knows she's making a difference.

“I encourage everyone to check into the CASA mission.” stated
Subletr. “Last year, more than 1,000 abused and neglected children
went without our services simply due to lack of volunteer advocares.
We are just anLngi for ;quph‘ who want to give of their time ro
make a vulnerable child’s life betrer. T think anyone who has done our
advocacy work will rell you that you as an individual get just as much
out of this as the children do.”

lo get involved, visit casaofsck.org. ® ROSE REMENTER

WKUSPIRIT




CAPITOLNOTES

Rep. Jody Richards and Rep. Jim DeCesare

Two of Western Kentucky University’s biggest advocares in the

Kentucky General Assembly will retire at the end of 2018, Rep. Jody

> their time

hards (13-20) and Rep. Jim DeCesare (R-17) have dedic

in the | ature working to advance WKU. Even though Richards and

DeCesare are on opposite sides of the aisle, they always worked together
12 Lareen, \\ ArTen ( .l\||!]!j\ .“Kl \\}\l

Richards was first elected o the Kentucky House of

+ betterment of Bowli

Representatives in 1975,

ove the quality of life for Kentuckians

1 1 % 1 1 1
}'.I]IILIII irly my determination to assure u|;:.1.| and better educational

¢ Kentuckians, compelled me to seek a sear in

oppormunities for vou
|

| ards stated.

the House of ]{'\;\r; 5¢

Ricl

Richards knew that to promote a better Kentucky meant the stare

needed berrer infrastructure, especially the roads, which would in turn
|

icadersiup position, in part

ds decided to run for a

to help accomplish his goals for Kentucky. He first served as Majority

Caucus Chair, then Speaker of the House — serving as the longest

wd hinally \}"\.Ii\l! Pro Tem

his tenure in the House of Representatives, Ric hards has

slation pass.

seen many important pieces of leg

The 1990 Educar ips the most i

WKUSPIRIT

h century,” he said. “This legislation put an

legislation of the 2
:'[11|1}|;|\]-\ on more ctfective t(';u]nn}; methods that }'L‘\'n|'-.=[|f1l1|.”.L't|

elementary and secondary education

Richards was also instrumental in postsecondary education

reform in 1997, which resulted in better defining institutional

missions, identified programs of distinction, provided state matchi
funds for private funds for “Bucks tor Brains and f?-n.u'.l-\ increased
state funding. He is partic ularly proud to have played an instrumenta
role in securing funds to create the Carol Marrin Gatton Academy
for Mathematics and Science in Kentucky and the WKU Center lor
Research and Development, bath which were transformational for
WEKU and for Kentucky.

While Richards has seen many ups and downs in

state government over the past 40-plus years, his bi

| -
iechinge 1n frunding ar

{lisappointment has been
financial support for Kentucky's public universities, community
and technical colleges and public schools.

Not properly fund

century is a rravesty and is doing a regrettable disservice to

children, young adults and nontraditional students who seck a

lity education and a fulhlling

Iris Ri

tunding to education moving torward.

1y |
irds hope th

aturce will begin o restore

Richards received a Bachelor of Arts in English from
[\l!”'.'.l.li\_\ W ;'\i\'_‘.'.qn College in 1960 and a Master of Arts in
Journalism in 1962 from the University of Missouri, He began his

carcer as an | ll_\_“-ii:-ll and Jou 1lism instructor

at Amarillo Coll in lexas atter servi

six-month obligation in the U.S, Army Reserves
at Fort Knox. He then came to WKU, teaching

English and Journalism, and was advisor to

the College Heights Herald and the Talisman.
He and former Alumni Association Executive
Director Lee Robertson (’50, '57, L) created
the WKU Aluwmini Mag: ein 1970, Richards

left WKU to run for Srate Representative and

opened his own business, Superior Books, Inc.,
a wholesale library company which sold and

distribured library books around America and

Canada. Richards has received many awards and

recognitions for his |s|||\|':c service, inc |l|.tliIILL_' an
e from WKU,
]

and Warren County Public Schools named Ism;]}

Honorary Doctor of Publi

Richards Elementary for him. In 2017 Kentucky
Wesleyan College inducted him into t
Alumni Hall of Fame.

Richards and his wife, Neva, have one son,

ir

{ ind daughter-in-law, Ellen. Both are teachers
indl are graduares of WKU. His granddaughter,
Holly, and her husband, Kyle, are also WKU

| I {

fistes. Richards | and
duares. Kachards nas served on counttiess boards

and commissions and is a longtime member of
Greenwood Park Church of Christ.

Jim DeCesare (18, L) was drawn to public
service because he wanted to make a difference

1

for Bowling Green, Warren County and the

Commonwealth of Kentucky. DeCesare was
first elected to the Kentucky House of Representatives in 2004,

1ing on Right to Work and the repeal of Prevailing Wage

campai
I

accomplished,” he said. “I co-sponsored Right to Work legislation

took some time, but in 2017 1 £

!il\' saw my

and h;-i;n-li draft the repeal of prevailing wage legislation, which

{

3 |-.|\s'\\'l and were signed into law in the first week of the

General Assembly.”

Without Jody and Jim, Wl ould

proeress over the vears. I'm erareful e

REP. JIM DECESARE

HILLTOPPERNATION |

le also helped 1o pass legislation that authorized advanced practice

doctoral programs at Kentucky's public comprehensive universities.

working on unemployment insurance reform duri

his last session in the Legislature, He is pleased that some parts of the

slation passed but would have liked 1o have seen full reform.
There is still work to be done on unemployment
insurance reform,” he stated. "1 hope whoever succeeds

me will continue working on this initiative. It is

important legislation thar will help more Kenruckians

get back to work and help with our worktorce
participation and underemployment rates.”

Like Rep. Richards, DeCesare worked his way up
in House leadership. He served as Minority Whip for
two years before being appointed Chair of the House
Fconomic Development and Workforce Investment

committee for one year. I [K' 1‘li!lli|\' I'L‘HC\'I‘\ an |]|\' rime

rislator, which offered him myriad opportunities

h |

- would not ll{i—:{_ wWisc !1_1\F h.lli.
“T've been able to meet Presidents, Vice Presidents,

other elected leaders and business icons and represent

across the United States and Canada. What
an incredible and ||1|ml||in;; experience it has been to
represent my district,” he shared.

DeCesare serves as Vice President of Operation
for the Stewart-Richey Service Group in Bowling

Green. He is also a semi-professional musician playing

the drums with his band Dizzorderly Conduct. He
recently completed a Bachelor of Science with an
r:l'z_['th,v.ih (4141 Ru:irm\ i-T-IH'I WEKIL .|mi is continuing to
work on a Master of Business Administration (MBA).
DeCesare and his wife, Amy (Bingham)
DeCesare ('89, L), have been married for 26 years and
have two children: daughrer, Brooke, who will graduate
from WKL in December 2018, and son, Justin, who
is a freshman at WKU. He is a Mason and Shriner
and serves on the Mammoth Cave Biosphere Advisory
Commirtee. He is also a member of State Street United Methodist Church.,
“WKU has

Frankfort,” said WKU President Timothy C. Caboni ('94). “Withou

een fortunate o h.l,'-.l.' grecat f{'j”."\i'”[.':rl‘n ¢S in

Jody and Jim, WKU would not have seen the tremendous growth

i the years. I'm grateful to them for their service to

and progress
Kentucky and especially for all they have done and will continue to do

in support of WEKU." = JENNIFER BREIWA SMITH ('03,"17)

rrowth and

WKUSPIRIT
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MARY AND THEODORE NIXON WITH JOCKEY MIKE SMITH (CENTER) | Louisville, Ky.

“It fulfills a ch

had, as | just didn't see it as a possibility”

Mary Nixon {//, L)}

Mary Nixon (’77)

hood dream | never really

An investment in a race horse triples in success for WKU alumna Mary Nixon (77)

iether you are an owner, an investor or even a person

placing a bet at the track, you hope and dream thar your

race horse will win a race like the Kentucky Derby, the
Preakness or the Belmonr Stakes. But, to win all three—with the same

horse, in the same year—many would say that's a fantasy. For Mary

ixon (77, L) and the horse she invested in, Justify, thar fantasy of
winning the Triple Crown is now a reality.

“I never dreamed we would be chasing the Triple Crown,”
she exclaimed.

Nixon's love for horses starred at an r;\|r|_v age, gl'm\'inf_{ up in
Lexingron, Ky.
I fell in love with horses as a young girl reading all the Black

Stallion and Black Beauty hooks,” added Nixon. “In junior high

WKUSPIRIT

school, T had a friend who rode. I went to the farm with her and

learned to ride. I actually worked on that farm up until my junior year

[3|.L'11”I:‘£_'i:'.“

Her true passion for horses even influenced her decision to
artend WKL,

“I hate ro admir it, but once I decided 1 did not want to stay
home and go to UK, one of my main criteria was, “Where could
| go and rake my horse?’ Dr., Paul Cook (former professor and
administrator) hosted my visit as a high school senior and went out
of his way to research some options,” said Nixon. "{ Intortunately, my
horse went lame before 1 started my freshman year at WKU. While |
missed having her with me, | would never have gotten as involved as [

did if I'd spent all my spare time riding.”

Atter graduating from the Hill with a degree in Accounting,

Nixon worked and rerired afrer 21 years as Finance Executive at Yum!
. Brands, Inc., in Louisville. She put horses on hold while pursuing
her career, but she served 24 years hosting Derby horse owners as a
Volunteer Ambassador for Churchill Downs. When retirement was
approaching, Nixon decided to hop back into the saddle.

“In 2015, I invested in a ladies’ syndicate, StarLadies Racing,
that races just fillies,” explained Nixon. “In early 2018 my husband,
"Theodore, and | got an opportunity, through the same group, 1o
invest with Starlight Racing in Justify and Audible—who placed firse
and third in the Kentucky Derby—and jumped in it, of course never
dl'r.lming wed be L]I.i\iﬁg the [1‘i5‘|u('|'nwn and then winning it.”

Nixon says she never thought she would own a race horse, let
alone a winning one, so as Justify kept the victories coming, the shock

|\'q|l growing,

“After all three races, my husband and T kept looking at each
other and saying, ‘Is this really happening?’ Just to be a contender,
it was surreal and still doesn't seem real. Thar said, it has been a
thrilling adventure,” said Nixon,

After being around a horse like Jusrify, Nixon says she doesn’t
plan to stop investing in horses any time soon.,

“Tustify is a big, strong horse with a big personality,” she
noted. “He is good looking and berrer than the others—and he
knows it. He has a swagger. We were able to be with him a lor,
which was a joy. We'd love to have seen him race a few more times,
especially since the Breeders Cup is at Churchill Downs this year,
]‘1:1 I|'I.|| wias not to iu'. [l wias a :__:tun] |'hic \\'||i|c i[ E,ihl:'n]f \\("'u |£'1\’C
the people we're in partnership with and love the business. It fulfills
a childhood dream | never really had, as I just didn't see it as a

||[J.\Ni|>i|it_\'.“ L] HOSE R[—MFNTFR
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Green, KY 42101 or via email ar alumni@wku.edu.

Dr. Robert
Slaton ('63, 66,
A) of Georgetown,
Ky., was recently
awarded the
annual Russell E,
Teague Award by
the Kentucky Public Health Association in
honor of his meritorious achievement
and well-recognized contributions in the
field of public health.

Joe Bugel (64, '65) of Scottsdale,
Ariz,, received the 2018 Paul “Dr. 2
Zimmerman Award from the Pro Football
Writers of America (PFWA). The award

is given for lifetime achievement as an
assistant coach in the NFL.

Dr. Thomas Meredith ('66, L) of
Oxford, Miss., was inducted into the
University of Mississippi School of
Education’s 2018 Alumni Hall of Fame
class. Dr. Meredith is a former President
of WKL,

1970s

Sister Ann
Patrice Cecil
('73) of Maple
Mount, Ky., is
celebrating her
60th year of
religious life as an
Ursuline Sister of Mount Saint Joseph.
During her career, Sister Cecil worked as a
teacher in Owenshoro, Louisville and the
state of Nebraska. She was the Secretary
to Mount Saint Joseph Leadership Council
for 21 years and has been the Postmaster
at Maple Mount Community Post Office
since 2013,

WKUSPIRIT

Sister Vivian
Marie Bowles
('74) of Maple
Mount , Ky., is

1+ celebrating 60

- years of religious
life as an Ursuline
Sister of Mount Saint Joseph. During her
career, she taught in Owenshora,
Leitchfield and Paducah. Sister Bowles'
tenure at Brescia University began in 1973
and included roles as Professor of
Psychology, Counseling Center Director and
President from 1995-2007, during which
the college became a university. Since
2012, she has served as Director of Faith
Formation at St. Alphonsus Parish, 5t.
Joseph.

Dr. John Asriel ('75) of Ellensburg,
Wash., was named the 2018 Family
Physician of the Year by the Washington
Academy of Family Physicians (WAFP)

in recognition of his compassionate
commitment to improving the health and
well-being of people and communities
throughout Washington. Dr. Asriel is a
family physician at Community Health of
Central Washington.

David Preece ('75) of Manchester,

N.H., was presented with the prestigious
Jeffrey H. Taylor Lifetime Achievement
Award at the New Hampshire Planners
Assadiation in Nashua, N.H. Preece
recently retired as the Executive Director
of the Southern New Hampshire Planning
Commission (SNHPC) and is now a full-
time writer and artist,

Deborah Bruce ('77) of Northampton,
Mass., received the National Transportation
Safety Board’s highest honor, the
Chairman’s Award. The award recognizes
Bruce’s more than two decades of

service in transportation safety during
which she has investigated and made
recommendations on high-profile aviation,
marine and highway crashes,

David Provow ('77, L) of Alpharetta,
Ga., was promoted to Chief Operating
Officer at BluTech, LLC.

William Dorris ('78) of San Diego,
Calif,, was appointed President of DJO's
Bracing and Supports.

Retired Col. Nathan Huggins ('78,
'00) of Elizabethtown, Ky., was named
Superintendent for Caldwell County
Schools.

Sister Rose
Karen Johnson
('78) of Maple
Mount, Ky., is
celebrating 60
years of religious
life as an Ursuline
Sister of Mount Saint Joseph. During
her career, Sister Johnson worked as a
teacher and principal in Kentucky and
Missouri. She ministered as a Pastoral
Associate and Healing Touch Therapist
at 5t. Joseph Catholic Center in
Greenville from 1995 to 2015,

19805

Sister Marie
Bosco Wathen
("80) of Maple
Mount, Ky., is
celebrating 75
years of religious
life as an Ursuline
Sister of Mount Saint Joseph. She was
involved in educational ministry in
Kentucky and Missouri for 59 years,
which included teaching in Owensboro,
Louisville, New Haven and in Affton,
Mo. She was a Professor of Education at
Brescia College from 1974 to 1997, and
Institutional Research Assistant from
1997 to 2005. %

Dr. Richard Knarr ('57), Dr. Shirley Gray
('57, L) and Dr. Harry Gray (57, L)

ALUMNI CONNECTION

Dr. Richard Knarr ('57)

of Tyler, Texas, and Drs.
Shirley ('57, L) and Harry
Gray ('57, L) recently
reunited after 61 years for
awonderful exchange of
stories of life after WKU in
the 1950s. Both Knarr and
Harry Gray are still working,
and Shirley Gray retired as
Professar of Mathematics at
California State University,
Los Angeles, in 2017, Knarr
practices medicine in Tyler,
Texas, and Harry Gray is the
Arnold O. Beckman Professor
of Chemistry and Director
of the Beckman Institute at
the California Institute of
Technology. The Grays were
in Texas where he received
the Cotton Medal at Texas A
& M. The following day, the
Grays traveled to Harvard
University where he received
the Westheimer Medal.

| Debbie
(Gibson) Dadey
('81,'86) of
Sevierville,
Tenn., published
her newest book
Fairy Chase, the
18th book in the STEM-friendly series.

Lisa Grider ('81, L) of Essex Fells, N.J., was
appointed Assistant Head of the School

for External Affairs at Newark Academy

in Livingston, N.J. Previously, she was the
Director of Institutional Advancement.

Llontop ('82,'98)
of Bowling Green,
Ky, received the
2017-2018
Administrator of
the Year award from the Third District
Kentucky Music Educator Association,
Llontop is the Assistant Principal at
Greenwood High School in Bowling Green.

Dr. Christopher Groves ('84, '87) of
Bowling Green, Ky., has returned from
Paris, France, where he reported on
activities of the Mammoth Cave Area
Biosphere Reserve (MCABR) at the
headquarters of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO). Groves is a
Professor of Hydrogeology at WKU.

Rod Hutcheson ('84, L) of Bowling
Green, Ky., has been named Financial
Officer for Farm Credit Mid-America.

Dale Royse ("84, L) of Thompson's
Station, Tenn., was appointed Senior
Vice President, Commercial Banker at
Franklin Synergy Bank.

Susan Sweeney Crum (85, A)

of Louisville, Ky., retired from 89.3
WEPL News after 32 years in the news
business.

Teresa Carlson ('86, ‘87, L) of
Washington, D.C., was appointed to
the LMI Board of Directors. She is the
Vice President of the Worldwide Public
Sector of Amazon Web Services.

Brent Holsclaw (86, '90)

of Bardstown, Ky., retired as
Superintendent of Bardstown City
Schools after 13 years in the role and
34 years in education.

Brock Peterson ('86, ‘12) of
Owenshoro, Ky., was named head

of the Criminal Justice Program at
Owenshoro Community and Technical
College. Peterson retired from the
Owenshoro Police Department in
December after more than two decades
of service,

Shari Meghreblian ('87) of Franklin,
Tenn., was named the Tennessee
Environment and Conservation
Commissioner.

Mark Rich ('87) of Mammoth
Cave, Ky., retired after 35 years with
Mammaoth Cave National Park.

Cynthia (Williams) Resor ('88, '90)
of Lancaster, Ky., published two books
for teachers, Exploring Vacation and
Etiguette Themes in Social Studies,
Primary Source Inquiry for Middle and
High School and Investigating Family,
Food, and Housing Themes in Social
Studies. She is a Professor of Social
Studies and History Education at
Eastern Kentucky University.

¥ Mark Alcott

B (89, L) of
Bowling Green,
Ky., was recently
named to
Heritage Bank's
HopFed Bancorp Board of Directors. He
is a Partner at Harlin Parker Attorneys at
Law in Bowling Green.

Dr. Cindy
(Meyers)
Gnadinger ('89)
of Waukesha,
Wis., was selected
_ as President of
Carroll University and was recently
named to the Waukesha State Bank
Board of Directors.

Anne Balcom of Louisville, Ky., recently
published a book titled The Blue Velvet
Drape: Dealing with Dementia, which
recounts the trials and small victories
with her mother's dementia.

1990s

David Dickerson (90, L) of Frankfort,
Ky., was appointed Acting Secretary of
the Kentucky Labor Cabinet.

Randall Gooch ("90) of Mexico, Mo.,
was named the Chief Operating Officer
for Columbia Public Schools.

Michelle Clark Heard ("90) of Cincinnati,
Ohio, was named the Head Women's
Basketball Coach at the University of
Cincinnati, At WKU, Heard went 154-48

in six seasons, including a 30-5 season in
2014-15. Her teams won four conference
championships during her tenure,

John Swack (90, '95) of Bowling
Green, Ky., retired as Guidance
Counselor from Simpson County Schools
after 17 years.

Thomas (Bo) Matthews ("91, 97)
of Cave City, Ky., was appointed to
the T.J. Samson Community Hospital
Board of Directors. Matthews is the
Superintendent of Barren County
Schools.

Jeff Meisel (93, "94) of Bowling
Green, Ky., was named Bowling Green
City Manager.

Dr. A. Dexter Samuels ('93) of
Nashville, Tenn., was named Chair of
the Metropolitan Nashville Airport
Authority.

Laurie Offutt ("94) of Murfreeshoro,
Tenn., was named Principal of Winfree
Bryant Middle School.

Regina Murphy (95, '98) of Cave City,
Ky., was named Principal of Glasgow
Middle School.

HILLTOPPERNATION

Brenda Meredith ('71,'72) and Romanza
Johnson ('60, '68, L)

ALUMNI CONNECTION
Brenda (Murphy) Meredith
(‘71,'72) (left) and Romanza
Johnson ('60, '68, L) (right)
both of Bowling Green, Ky,
had the opportunity to be
reacquainted during the past
vear when Johnson served

a term as President of the
Kentucky Retired Teachers
Association (KRTA)., Meredith is
the Editor of the KRTA News and
the KRTA News Express.

Melonie (Mann) Jones ('97,01)
of Southern Pines, N.C., was named
Principal of Cain's Creek Middle School.

Jim Regnier
('97) of Nashille,
Tenn., was
promoted to
Managing Partner
. of BKD's Nashville,
Tenn., and Bowling Green, Ky., offices.

Matthew Shirley (97, '07) of
Edmonton, Ky., was named Metcalfe
County Athletic Director. Shirley has
worked for Metcalfe County Schools for
the past 12 years.

Ann Taylor Elkins ("98) of
Madisonville, Ky., was named Director
of Human Resources at Hopkins County
Schools. She previously served as
Principal of Grapevine Elementary in
Madisonville.
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Leslee Mitchell ("98) of Nashville,
Tenn., left her career as an attorney to
become a photographer. She specializes
in interior design, landscape
architecture, product and envirenmental
photography.

Jason Neagle ('98, '02) of
Elizabethtown, Ky., was named the

2018 Robotics Education Competition
Foundation’s Teacher of the Year during the
Vex World championships in Louisville.

Melissa Taylor ("98) of Springfield,
Ky., was named Principal of Bardstown
Middle Schoal.

Anne Cox ('99) of Paducah, Ky.,
was named Principal of Reidland
Elementary. She has worked with

McCracken County Schools since 2005.

Charlotte Dixon ('99) of Owensboro,
Ky., has retired from WKU-Owensboro
after more than three decades as an
Undergraduate Academic Advisor.

Dawn Hall ("99) of Bowling Green,
Ky., recently published an academic
book titled Refocus: The Films of Kelly
Reichardt through Edinburgh University
Press. She s a tenured Professor in the
WKU English Department,

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
Amy Hardin ('02, "10, L) offers homegrown children’s camp that fosters inclusion
When WKL Alumni Asscciation Board member Amy Hardin ('02, ‘10, L) was weighing her options

ram for her 7-year-old son, JW, who is on the autism spectrum, she had 1o

ol be the best fit
of special needs parenting |'ve struggled with is summer camp, Hardin said

1 | was younger. | made lifelong friends and had so much fun. But the conundrum
do | send him to a camp for kids on the spectrum where the staff will be

sred, but he may not be challe

nged toin

e as well? Or do | send him to a neure-typical

where he will be immersed and encouraged to play with typically developing campers, but the staff
may not be as trained for sg il ne 7
Cominag up short. she decided to create her own homeagrown option, and '( mp Amy” was bor
For a week in June, nine neighborhood kids joined in-lo nom for two hours a day in
the MNP experience at the Hard
we had a sensory activity, a craft, snack and a physical activity she shared. "We are 50

e surrounded by neighbors who love our boy
to all indiv ils and who help us in our journey to better preg
year and life in ge Our village is strong and IW is loved maore than
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for who he is, er

r the coming schoo

e will ever know!"

2000s

Chris Conlee ('00) of Franklin, Tenn.,
and his wife, Carissa Conlee, are set to
bring PROSE to Tennessee. Chris Conlee
is an Area Developer for PROSE, an
innovative nail boutique focused on the
health and wellness of its customers.

Nathan Isenberg ('00) of Henderson,
Ky., was named the Head Baseball Coach
at Bowling Green High School. He will
also teach Social Studies and History.

Darren Mexic
("00) of Bowling
Green, Ky.,
received the 2018
~ Pro Bono Publico

] Award in
recognition of his work with Lawyers Care
Volunteer Attorney Program of Warren
County. Mexic is a Partner at Debra L.
Broz, Attorneys at Law, PLC, leading the
bankruptcy and litigations sections.

Jeremy Camron (01, '06) of
Owensboro, Ky., was named the Head
Teacher at Owensboro Day Treatment.

Jeremy Kees ('01) of Bryn Mawr, Pa.,
was recently recognized as one of “40
post Outstanding Business Schoal Profs
Under 40 in the World” for his excellence
in teaching and research. He is the
Richard ). and Barbara Naclerio Endowed
Chair in Business and Professor of
Marketing at Villanova University.

Jeremy Sharfe ("02) of Louisville,

Ky., has spent the last 16 years as the
“Buddy Bat" mascot for the Louisville Bats
baseball team. During his time on the
Hill, Sharfe was Big Red. He spends his
days working as a Counselor at Doss High
School in Louisville,

Lindsay Jenkins
{"03) of

& Morganfield, Ky.,
was hired as the
| Assistant Vice
President of Old
National Bank in Morganfield, Ky.

Candice

B Johnson ('03,
L) of Louisville,
Ky., recently
received a Doctor
' of Education
degree from Spalding University.

Holly Lewis (03, L) of Arlington, Va.,
has been named Director of Scheduling
for U.S. Sen. John Boozman.

Brent Stinnett (03, L) of Bowling
Green, Ky., has been elected Chairman of
the Bankruptcy Section of the Kentucky
Bar Association. Stinnett practices in

the areas of bankruptcy, banking and
business law, and he is the immediate
Past President of the Bowling Green-
Warren County Bar Association.

Matt Rogers (05, L) of Bowling Green,
Ky., was named President of the Kentucky
Society of Professional Engineers. Rogers
is the Geotechnical Engineering and
Construction Services Manager at DDS
ENGINEERING, PLLC in Bowling Green,

Sarah Burton ('06) of Columbia,
Ky., was honored as the Adair County
Education Association Teacher of

the Month. Burton is the Curriculum
Resource Teacher at Adair County
Primary Center,

THUMBS-UP! fith McQuinn (01)

Tiffany Porter-Talbert ('06) of Bowling
Green, Ky., was named the Women's
Basketball Assistant Coach at WKL.

Carry Brown ('07, '09) of Temple
Terrace, Fla., has been named the Head
Volleyball Coach at Florida College.

Brian Courtney ('07) of Coxs Creek, Ky,
has been named Principal of Bardstown
Elementary.

Jenna Haugen ('07, 09, L) of
Louisville, Ky., was named one of 20
Young Leaders by Lowisville Business
First. Haugen is an Assistant Professor
of Management at the University of
Louisville.

Jason Stamm ('07) of Knoxville,
Tenn., is pursuing a Ph.D. at the
University of Tennessee in the
Communication and Information
program. He recently presented one of
his research papers at the Broadcasters
Educational Association Conference in
Las Vegas, Nev. Stamm also works part
time for Rivals.com as the site editor of
BearcatRepart.com covering Cincinnati
athletics.

Caleb Cook ('08) of Cross Plains, Tenn.,
was named the Head Boys' Basketball
Coach at White House High Schoal.

2010s

Daniel Houghton (10, A) of
Nashville, Tenn., has been named CEO
of Pyxl, a digital marketing firm with
locations in Nashville and Knoxville,
Tenn., as well as Scottsdale, Ariz.

Dr. Amera Almusharrf ("11) of
Monroe County, Mich., was named
Associate Professor of Mathematics at
Monroe County Community College.

Lindsay Medley ("11, 17) of
Springfield, Ky., joined the staff at
Ephraim McDowell Family and Internal
Medicine as an Advanced Practice
Provider.

Joseph Hildesheim ("12) of
Elizabethtown, Ky., graduated basic
military training at Joint Base San
Antonio-Lackland in San Antonio,
Texas.

Tyler Jury ("12) and Clay Simpson
("12) of Louisville, Ky., were recognized
by StyleBlueprint in an article titled “3
Southern Men'’s Brands We're Smitten
With" for their company, Clayton &
Crume.

Blake Crabtree ("13) of Bowling Green,
Ky., was named the Head Baseball Coach
for Barren County High Schoal.

Faith McQuinn ("01) of Antioch, Tenn., premiered her short film, Ashes, at
the Nashville Film Festival as part of the Actor’s Challenge. This first-time event
was open to all actors 18 years or older who auditioned to work with one of
three directors, including McQuinn. Each director worked with five actors and
had approximately three weeks to complete the short film before it showcased

at the festival. McQuinn’s film won Best Actor and Audience Favorite. Ashes tells

the story of a young woman named Odessa who returns home for a funeral

and has a not-so-happy reunion with family. McQuinn’s career includes post-

production work at various production houses in Los Angeles and Orange County, Calif, including
Magical Elves, the company behind Top Chef. She currently works as a freelance video editor and
writer as well as a part-time film instructor at The Art Institute of Tennessee and MTSU. She is the
owner of the production company Observer Pictures.

HILLTOPPER NATION

THUMBS-UP!

Adam Perry ('04)

Adam Perry ('04) of New
York, N.Y., is performing in
the ensemble of the original
Broadway production of
Frozen. Perry has appeared
in various Broadway shows
including Rocky, Anything
Goes and Nice Work If You
Can Get It.

THUMBS-UP!

Matt Robison ('04)

Matt Robison ('04) of
Louisville, Ky., published a
children’s book through Three
Fold Word titled Princess
Hiccup. The book illustrates
the story of a princess

who protects and heals

her kingdom through her
laughter, but an evil dragon
curses her with the hiccups.
Ayoung lad’s bravery to slay
the dragon is the only way to
reverse the curse.
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THUMBS-UP! Ruby Lewis (07)

Ruby Lewis ('07) of Los Angeles, Calif, is taking on the role of
Marilyn Monroe in Marilyn! The New Musical at the Paris in Las Vegas,
Nev. The musical celebrates the life of the Hollywood starlet and is
told through the point of view of Marilyn Monroe’s driver, Charlie.
Lewis'extensive background includes tours with Gypsy, Grease,
’ e \ 4 e ol Jersey Boys and We Will Rock You as well as television roles on shows
S 74 8L 52 . such as Medium and Girl Meets World. She made her Broadway
: ' debut as Indigo in Cirque du Soleil’s first Broadway show Paramour.

ARE FOR
<AL ATES

THUMBS-UP!

Brent Rupard ('09) and

Anthony Olympia (09)

Brent Rupard ('09) and
Anthony Olympia ("09) of the
country duo, Everette, released
their debut single and music
video “Slow Roll"The video
recounts the time the pair
broke down in an RV on their
way to Memphis but went with
the flow and had a good time.
Everette signed with Broken

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS oF WKU FooTBaLL
- EWKUStore
. wkustore.com A4 Hilllopper Tradition

Bow Records in early 2018.

— SHOW YOUR SPIRIT

We loved Lee (Humphrey) Whalen’s ('06, L) Class Note
submission so much that we gave her and her son, Cooper
Nicholas, a place of honor on the introductory section
of Hilltopper Nation on page 59! Send us an awesome
photograph, and you could also be featured in this
space. Visit the Class Notes Drop Box at alumni.wku.edu/

“WESTERN KENTUCKY / wxu
HILLTOPPERS T

dassnotes, or send them by email to alumni@wku.edu.

WKU Alumni Addociation Members receive 10% OFF WK Gear in slore and online
Go to: alumni.wku.edu/shop

Alex Embry ("13) of Beaver Dam, Ky.,
was named the Head Basketball Coach
at McLean County High School. Embry
will also teach Social Studies.

Brandon Carter ('16) of Silver
Spring, Md., was named Social Media
Production Assistant for the politics
desk at NPR in Washington, D.C.

Falon Keith ("16) of Nashville, Tenn.,
joined the Country Music Assaciation as
a Grants Associate,

Nolan Miles ("16) of Bowling Green, Ky.,
was named Project and Design Manager
at Barbara Stewart's Corner Studio,

Marcus Ward ('16, '17) of
Birmingham, Ala., was named a
2018 National Football Foundation
Hampshire Honor Society member,

Patrick Thurston ("17) of Madison,
Ind., signed to play baseball with the
Toronto Blue Jays.

Tashia Brown ('18) of Lake Park, Ga.,
signed a contract to play basketball for
the A.5. Ramat Hasharon of the Israeli
First Division,

Steven Kraft ("18) of Gainesville, Va,,
signed a contract to play baseball with
the Pittsburgh Pirates.

HILLTOPPER NATION

BIRTHS

Lee (Humphrey) Whalen ('06, L)
and Michael Whalen of Covington, Ky.,
announce the birth of their son, Cooper
Nicholas, on March 22, 2018.

ME 00 ;
“Ne

Tanya (Deitrich) Reeder ('08) and
Sean Reeder ('09, "12) of Shelbyville,
Ky., announce the birth of their son,
Landon Ash, in September 2017.

Alicia (Bandas) Kunkler (09, '12)
and Ryan Kunkler of Huntingburg, Ind.,
announce the birth of their son, Harvey
Roy, on Nov. 4, 2017.

Hannah (Blair) Ward (14, '17) and
Dylan Ward (13, "18) of Owensbaro,
Ky., announce the birth of their
daughter, Lindleigh Nicole, on March
24,2018,
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‘| wouldn't be the same person today

without my experience at WKU. [t's a

sanctuary for me and a place where |
have so many connections.

lrenton Dunn ('11)

Trenton Dunn ("11) * -

Trenton Dunn ('11) helps change the lives of underprivileged youth in Chicago, lIl.

For Trenton Dunn (’11) of | 1.-1rr0-.{5hurg. Ky., his path in life
could have gone very differently if he hadn’t enrolled at WKU and
found whar he calls his second family.

“I'm a prime example of the fact that it takes a village to raise
a child,” explained Dunn. “T came to WKU at a very tough time in
2007. My dad had just passed away. My mom and 1, we really didnt
know what was going to happen or how things were going to ger
taken care of after losing the patriarch and breadwinner. My situation
could have gone so much differently. but coming to WKU and finding
PC‘UP]E" who embraced me, fed me and made sure 1 had the things 1
needed made my outcome better.”

Dunn says his personal experience on the Hill and his
involvement with Project AIMS (Activating Interest in Minority
Students) led him to a career of helping children.

“Project AIMS. It was there where this manifested in me,” said
Dunn. “T was in charge of volunteer management. Every Saturday
[ watched these kids come in and have something to do outside of
their phones and Netflix, all while getting a leg up in school. Serving
the community of students of color—students who don't have every
resource at their Iingcrtiph— that's where my love lor hL'lping u'ul]y
began. WKU inspired in me the art of philanthropy and giving back.”

After graduating from WKU in 2011, Dunn’s career path took
him to Florida where he worked at a university in student atfairs
and obrtained his master’s degree in Educational Leadership. He then
made his way to Chicago to work at the University of lllinois at
Chicagu. [t was there that Dunn learned about the Daniel Murphy
Scholarship Fund (DMSF), a foundation started in 1989 by two
(.:hit';ign brothers with the g();ﬂ to provide high schoal scholarship
assistance and educational support to Chicago students who come
from economically disadvantaged backgrounds. Dunn now works for
DMSF as an Education Manager.
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“I’s one thing to rake students our of their neighborhood and
element. Ninety percent of our students are students of color, and
a great many of our students live below the poverty line,” Dunn
commented. “Putting these students from low economic status
into these elite private schools in Chicago and all aver the country
definitely has its challenges in terms of transitions. My role is to be
that aid and guide to ease that transition. Somerimes it’s making
that student aware they come from a different place and that’s okay,
bur you can't let that be a deterrent for how you excel and thrive in
this new environment.”

DMSEF receives more than 1,000 scholarship applications each year,
with about 130 students receiving awards. The goal is o increase the
program to 500 scholars a year by 2020. Dunn says he’s excited to be a
part of making this goal a reality and that while he is making a difference
in these children’s lives, they are also making a difference in his.

“A lor of the students 1 serve are already rock stars, and
they have an impact on me and inspire me,” said Dunn. “In one
interview recently, we visited with a 13-year-old girl with amazing
grades and recommendarions inside the classroom. I learned thar
l')lllhi(lt‘ lhf l‘]'.lﬁ.‘il'(){l!'ﬂ ||'|]N glll l\ S()l“L‘EiTﬁL"S }'Jllngry, (ii\(‘s]l‘l hﬂ\"c‘
money tor lunch, is in temporary hmmng staying with a friend of
a friend in a basement and has a two-hour commute to her school.
Those are the types of obstacles these students are facing. It’s a
pleasure and so fulfilling to be able to help these kids.”

While Dunn is hundreds of miles from WKU, he says it’s his
second home and WKU is part of his plans for his future and legacy.

“Bui]ding a pipL‘.Eil‘lf: to WKU of amazing students of color who
have amazing experiences and who feel they are in a place that is for
them~that's my goal,” Dann concluded. “I wouldn't be the same
person today without my experience at WKU, It's a sanctuary for me

and a place where I have so many connections.” ® ROSE REMENTER
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Ms. Marsha Lynn Buffin, ‘85
Mrs. Elaine Carroll Campbel), /57
Mrs. Joanna Hudson Cann

Ms. Mary Eflen Carpenter, '47 BU

Mr. Jeffery Curtis Chilton, ‘95, Faculty
Mr. Paul E. Chitwood Jr, ‘41, '66
Mr. Charles 0. Clark

Mr. Charles Jonathan Clark, ‘70, 72
Mr. Stephen Patrick Cleary

Mr. Bobby L. Cline

Mrs. Anna 5. Clouse

Mr. Jackie Martin Cabb Jr,, 93

Mr. Robert B. “Brad” Coffman

Mrs. Horence Cole

Mr. Glendel Ray Coleman

M. Frank J. Coll

Ms. Annis K. Combs

Dr. Franklin 0. Conley, Faculty

Mrs. Annice Broughton Conner, ‘44, ‘61, 75

Mrs. Mary Jo (Roemer) Cook

Mr. Thomas J. Carum, '54

M. Nicholas N. Courtney, ‘16
Mr. Karl N. Crandall

Mr. Barend L. “Barry” Crawford, ‘77
Mr. Butch Keith Creek, 78

Mrs. Carolyn Crosley

Ms. Wilma Murphy Crutcher, 72
Mr. Richard P Daugherty, ‘84
Mr. Kenneth "Alex” Davis, 17
Mr. Paul Ford Davis

Ms. Sheita Gail Davis, Staff

Mrs. Lucy B. Dawsan

Mr. Marvin L. Dawson, ‘63

Ms. Marguerite Ella Day, ‘46

Mr. Mark H. DeBandi, ‘85

Mrs. Elsie (Rapier) Diachenko, 67, ‘69

Retired Maj. Joe L. Digby, 79

Mr. Roy Donald Dodson, '54

Mrs. fune F. Dolph

Mrs. Patricia A, (Crowley) Danahoo, 69

Ms. Marilyn Owen Dorsey, 72

Mrs. Clara Ramona (Webb) Dukes, "88, 98

Ms. Cheryl Leigh DuVall, ‘73, ‘80
Ms. Kathi Diane Elliott, ‘81

Mr. John J. Engbersen, ‘54 BU
Dr. Thamas 6. England, ‘49 BU
Mr. John H. Evans

Mr. Aubrey B. Fverley, 47

Mr. Baun Everley

Mrs. Betty Lee (McClellan) Everson, 49
Mrs. Georgia Ann Ferguson, ‘71
Mr. Elbert Fields

Ms. Elaise Florence, 48

Dr. John L. Foe, 60, Staff

Mr. William D. "Bill" Foltz, ‘61
Ms. Lora Jane foss, ‘86

Mr. Andrew Francis I, ‘74

Mr. Renee Frankfin, ‘76

Mr. John Hershel “Jack” Frick

Mr. Paul Frederick Fykes, 69

Dr. Rex Farmer Galloway, Faculty
Mrs. Jessie Gill

Mrs. Anita Mae (Beiler) Gilmore, *48
Mr. Paul Edward Givan Jr., 73
Mr. Allan J. Goetz, 74

Mrs. Beverly T. Goodwin, ‘66

Or. Jerry Bernard Gotlieb, Faculty

Mrs. Carrol Moats Gott, 63, 65

INMEMORIAM —

Ms. Mabel Louis Graves, ‘73

Mr. Mike Gray, ‘67

Mr. Paul E. Gray, ‘73

Mrs. Maribeth J. Green, Staff

Lt. Col. (Ret.) James A. Grimshaw Ir.
Dr. Kenneth A. Hafendorfer

Mrs. Patricia (Courtney) Hafers, ‘50
Ms. Daris Jean Hardcastle, Staff
Ms. Charlotte Ann Harrill

Mr. Jerry Louis Harrison, '65

Mr. Kelley Lee Harrop, ‘11

Mr. Phillip David Hatchett, 85, Staff

M. Gerald Witt Hoyes

WKU's Men's Head Golf Coach Phillip
Hatchett ('85) of Russellville, Ky., passed
away in June 2018 at the age of 5. The
four-year letterman for the Men's Golf
program spent eight years as Head Coach
of the program and led a resurgence

in recent years since taking over the
team in 2010. Under his leadership, the
program recorded its highest conference
finish since 2010 this past season, and
his teams have had the highest team
GPA among the school’s men’s teams
three times since 2012. Coach Hatchett
also created the Phillip Hatchett Junior
Golf Camp, which has fostered the
development of more than 200 young
golfers since its inception. .
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Professor Mary Ellen Miller of Bowling
Green, Ky., passed away in June at the
age of 83. She was widely admired by
her colleagues and students through

her record 50-plus years as a teacher

at WKU. When Professor Miller began
teaching at WKU, Creative Writing was a
one-hour elective course. Over the years
she played a pivotal role in helping it
evolve into a minor, then a major and
then a graduate emphasis within the
English Department offerings. In 2015,
she became a founding member of
WEKL's MFA in Creative Writing faculty.
She also supported incoming new
programs during the 1970s and 1980,
like Women's Studies, and established
the Winter Workshop, which brought

in established writers from across the
country to work with writers within the
region. In addition, she was a co-founder
of the Robert Penn Warren Center at
WKU, which celebrates the work of

the Kentucky native who became the
nation's first Poet Laureate, Professor
Miller served as Faculty Regent for

two terms, once in the 1980s and once
in the 1990s. In 1997 she created the
Celebration of Writing in memory of her
husband, poet and former WKU teacher
Jim Wayne Miller. In May 2017, Professor
Miller was designated as University Poet
Laureate, a fitting honor that capped an
illustrious career. Memorial gifts may be
made to the Mary Ellen and Jim Wayne
Miller Celebration of Writing Fund in the
WKU Foundation at Western Kentucky
University, 292 Alumni Avenue, Bowling
Green, Ky. 42101,
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M. Charles Darrell Henry, ‘77

Dr. Charles Wayne Higgins, Faculty
Mr. David P Hildreth

Mr. Thomas Eugene Hill, 57 BU
Mr. Paul Hodges

Dr. Gary A. Hogge

Mr. Jan Alan Hopper, ‘62 BU

Mr. fohn “Sam” Hoshach, ‘68

Dr. Ray H. Houchin

Mr. Lawrence J. Houston, ‘65, 71
Mr. Clarence Harvey Howard, *56, '59
Mr. James Mendel Howard, ‘64
Ms. Lena Howard

Mr. Edwin Harlan Howey, ‘63

Mr. Michael Dale Hudspeth

Ms. Pamela Jo Hughes, ‘80, ‘07
Ms. Grace V. Hyde, ‘03

Ms. Christine Ingram

Mr. Eli West Jacabs, 49 BU

Mr. William R. Jagoe Ill

Mr. Randall Eugene Jedele, ‘74

Dr. Jeff Harlin Jenkins, '59, Faculty
Mr. Paul G. Johnston, ‘54

Col. Larry Jolly

Ms. Maxine Jolly

Mr. Gordon 0. Jones, '58

Mr. David Randall Keltner, ‘80, ‘85
Mrs. Elizabeth Jean Curtis Kendell, ‘66, 70
Mr. William Affred Keyes Jr, 69
Mrs. Marie Quisenberry Kidd, ‘41
Mrs. Mary Frances McChesney Kindel], ‘34
Dr. James C. King Jr, '57

Mrs. Mildred P, Kirby, Staff

Mr. Whitnell Clyde Knox Jr, 73

Mrs. Dorathy (Bromley) Leach, '64, ‘66
Mrs. Rebecca Shrewsbury Leavy, 67,79
Mr. Latry Ledbetter

Mrs. Nancy C. Lee, '60

Mr. Robert Farrell Lee, 92

Dr. Wei Ming “Charles” Lee, Faculty

Ms. Betty Lynn (Bryant) Lindsey, 72
Mr. William 8. “Bill" Liscomb

Mrs. Vanessa Kaye Lopp, ‘00, 09

Dr. Pearse Lyons

Ms. Patricia Ann Hawkins Mabry, ‘68, 74
Ms. Marilyn Joan Mackin, 74, '79

Ms. Jean Madison, 55

Mrs. Carolyn (Cundliff) Main, ‘75

Ms. Maggie E. Manley, Staff

Mrs. Dorothy (Cline) Mann, 61, '62, ‘64 U
Ms. Mary Markham, Staff

Ms. Sally Mayfheld

Ms. Freda L. Mays, ‘69, ‘85, 93, Faculty
Sister Paufetta McCarty, 72

Retired Lt. Cal. Ronald 0. McCown, 62
Mr. Walter V. McCutchan, 71

Mr. Walter D. "Dickie” McDonald

Mrs. Alicia R. Mcfarland, 52, 78

Mr. James E. Meador, '58, Staff

Mr. Raiph C. Meador, ‘51

Mr. Kenneth R. Metcalf

Mr. James E. Meyer, '53

Mr. Billy Joe Miles, ‘62

Professor Mary Ellen Miller, Faculty
Mrs. Sandra C. Milton, ‘63, 76

Dr. Dennis 0. Minix, ‘68

Ms. Ruby (Curry) Montgomery, ‘69
Mrs. Della Ann (Hilton) Moore, ‘71

Mrs. Ernestine (McMillian) Morgan, 53
Mr. Ralph A. Marris

Mr. Roger Keith Morris, "90

Hon. Waymond 0. Morris, ‘63

Mrs. Diane Ishmael Fields Morrison, ‘81
Mrs. Betty (Spradlyn) Morton, '58

Mr. Lanny Ray Moutardier, '65

Ms. Sarah Christine Myers

Mr. Alan Neal, ‘73

Mrs. Virginia (Dent) Neel, ‘44, 63 BU,
Faculty

Mr. Ray V. Neely, 54

Mr. John W. Newrman, ‘68

Mr. Michael James Nickel, 92

Mr. Rick Noffsinger, 77

Mr. Larry Allen Norman 51, ‘68

Ms. Donna Sue (Read) Norton, 76, 78
Mrs. Elizabeth Thompson Oakes, Faculty
Mr. John Robert 1. 0. Oldham, ‘76

Mr. Roger D. Osborne

Dr. Robert W. Otto, Faculty

Mrs. Mary M. Pace, '56, '68

Mr. Robert . Parrish, *96, 00

Mrs. Lisa Lynn (Douglas) Paschal, ‘87
Mrs. Mary L. (Buckley) Payton, ‘67

Mr. Michael F. Petty, 72

Mr. Roger G. Phillips, ‘74

Ms. Betty Jean Pike, Staff

Mr. Richard Leo Pitt

Mr. William Popplewell, ‘67, 65

Dr. Eugenia Maria Porto, ‘79

Eugene Steven “Gene” Rhodes (52,
‘65, L) of Louisville, Ky., passed away in
March at the age of 90. Rhodes starred

for E.A. Diddle’'s Hilltoppers, which earned

NIT Tournament appearances in 1949,
1950 and 1952. An outstanding scorer
and play maker, he still stands third in
assists for a season in the WKU record
books. After graduation, he played

one season of professional basketball
with the Indianapalis Olympians and
then spent seven years as a high schaol
basketball coach followed by eight years
as an Assistant Coach of the Hilltoppers
with his friend and former teammate,
John Oldham. He coached and recruited
Hilltopper legends that included Clem
Haskins, Dwight and Greg Smith, Jim
McDaniels, Clarence Glover and many
others. After his tenure at WKU, he
coached the ABA Kentucky Colonels

for five years and later became their
manager. He was inducted into the WKU
Athletic Hall of Fame in 1998.

Mrs. Mary Ann (Robinson) Price, ‘93
Mr. William R. Pride, 70

Mrs. Mary Lou (Utley) Ramsey, ‘60, ‘64
Dr. Pamela L. (Swihart) Rasch, ‘76
Mrs. Ora Jean Ray, ‘75, 78, ‘80

Mr: Ralph W. Ray, 52 BU

Mrs. Frances L. Raymer

M. Jonathan Steve Redford, ‘91

Mr. Louis Edward "Ed” Reinhart I, 92
Mr. Eugene Steven “Gene” Rhodes, 52, ‘65
Mr. Wallace H. Richey

Mr. Francis M. Rink, 57 BU

Mr. Rabert E. Ritchie, ‘66

Mrs. Mania Ritter, Faculty

Mr. Troy Franklin Ross, ‘81

Mr. Randy Rowland

M. Kenneth Russel|, ‘50

Mrs. Laura Elizabeth Sadler, “46, '55
Mrs. Betty C. Sandefur

Or. R. John Sanders

Mr. Darrell W. Satterfield, ‘99

Mr. Michael Gregory Sayre, ‘74

Mr. Gerald Durand Scott, 77, ‘81

Mr. Robert D. Searcy, 52

Mr. Stephen Byr:ne “Steve” Sharp, ‘79
Mr. Robert W. Shell

Ms. Laura L. Shelton

Mrs. Mary L. (LleMaster) Shortridge, 74
Mrs. Patricia (Bandy) Simpson

Mrs. Brenda Joyce (Saylor) Sinclair, ‘84
Ms. Vicki Lynn (Stofer) Stocum, ‘83, ‘86
Dr. John Sam Smith Jr, ‘66

Mrs. Phyllis (Thompson) Smith, ‘61
Mr. Robert W. Smith, ‘85

Mr. fames C. Snider Jr, ‘67

Mr. R. Wright Spears

Col. Robert E. Spiller, ‘49, 50, ‘84, Faculty
Dr. James E. Steenbergen, '62

Mrs. Lisa Stephens

Mr. Marshall Ray Stephens, ‘51

Dr. Julius M. Stephenson, ‘50

Mr. Vaughn M. Stevens, ‘48

Dr. William M. Stokes, ‘51

Mr. James Charles Stone

Ms. Patricia Dianne Stotts, 91,02, '10

Mr. William W, Straub Ill, 63

Mr. Donald L. Strenkowski

Mr. Arthur A. “Art" Sullivan Ir, '64
Mr. Marshall Summers

Mr. James D. Sumner

Mr. William “Bill" Swartz, ‘68

Mr. Larry Taber

Mrs. Amelia (Meador) Tate, ‘50

Mr. L. Rhea Taylor Jr, '52

Dr. Sara (Downing) Taylor, ‘52, '63, Faculty
Mrs. Tyler Ann (Diemer) Taylor, 54
Ms. Dina Sue Tharp, 72

Mr. Joe H. Thomas Sr, ‘61

Mrs. Jean H. Thomason

Mrs. Dimple (Savage) Thompson, '50
Mrs. Peggy Davis Thompson, Staff
Mr. Steven Alfred Tindell, ‘84

Mr. Raymond Jeffrey Tinker, '72

Mr. William J. Tinsley

Mr. Gary Wayne Tong, '78

Mr. Ben Topmiller, Jr. ‘57, ‘64

Mr. Tom Michael “Mike" Troutman, ‘93
Mrs. Sanna Montienne (Dillard) Trouton, 64
Mr. Lee C. Truman Jr.

M. Ricky Allan Tuggle, ‘81

Mr. John 5. Vincelli, 68

Mr. David Vincent Wade, ‘69

Dr. Larry R. Wagers

Dr. Robert "Bob” Wagoner, ‘76, 82
Mrs. Jean M, Wakefield, ‘64

Ms. Golda R Walbert

Mrs. Katherin Miller Walden, '53

Mr. Robert Clifton “Cliff” Wallace, '54, '57

HILLTOPPER NATION

Retired Col. Robert E. Spiller (49,
'50, '84) passed away in January 2018

at the age of 89. He had an illustrious
30-year Army career, fought in the
Korean and Vietnam Wars, and served
throughout the United States, France
and Germany for many years, His final
assignment was Chief of Staff of the
Berlin Brigade, where he was awarded
the Distinguished Service Medal. Col.
Spiller returned to Bowling Green in 1980
where he obtained an Agriculture degree
from WKU. Upon graduation, he became
the Director of the WKU Agricultural
Exposition Center.

He and his wife, Cora Jane Spiller {'50),
supparted WKU for many years as
volunteers and donors.

Mr. Thomas 6. Wallace, '54

Mrs. Madanna Kay Warren, ‘83

Mr. Gerald Zane Wells, 59

Ms. Ellen Kay (Smith) White, 77

Mr. David Edward Williams, Staff

Mrs. Patricia (Pruitt) Williamson, ‘79, ‘81
Mr. William Larry Willis, "84

Mr. William Andrew “Billy” Wolf, ‘04

Ms. Sheila LeeAnne Woodcock, 99

Mr. Bobby Gene Wooton, 57

Mrs. Elizabeth “Betsy” (Gentry) Wynn, 91
Mr. Ray G. Young, ‘64, '67

Mr. Charles Zettlemaoyer

* Data for In Memoriam is gachered from a varicty of sources and is deemed to be correct to the best of our knowledge.

Records include deaths reported through June 30, 2018.

WKUSPIRIT




— LOOKING BACK

L | 50 YEARS AGO

1968

|_

On Apr. 2, 1968, Dawson Springs, Ky., senior William E. "Winky"
Menser was sworn in as WKU's first Student Regent, and on May 31
Herbert E. Shadowen became the first Faculty Regent. The Board of
Regents had recently been enlarged with the addition of these two
non-voting members,

£ il
N 1 25 YEARS AGO
On Sept. 27, 1993, the Office of University Relations announced the
winner of a contest to rename the portion of Center Street that ran through
the campus. “Big Red Way” won out over “Spirit Way” and “Scholastic Way.'
WKU's main address, 1 Big Red Way, was changed to 1906 College Heights
Blvd. during the WKU Centennial celebration in 2006.

1943 —

— 75 YEARS AGO —

On April 3, 1943, 400 members of the 321st College Training
Detachment arrived at WKU for preflight training under a contract with
the Army Air Force. They lived on campus, studied academic and military
subjects, and took flying lessons at the Bowling Green Airport.

100 YEARS AGO ——

On Dec. 21, 1918, WKU President Henry Hardin Cherry
announced his second try for the nomination for Governor of
Kentucky. Hoping “to win through the personal influence of friends
who will get their friends interested thereby making an endless
chain, Cherry nevertheless withdrew from the race on April 7, 1919.

= LYNN NIEDERMEIER | PHOTOS: WKU ARCHIVES; BIG RED WAY PHOTOS BY SHERYL HAGAN-BOOTH ('00)
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| MEMBERSHIP MAKES IT HAPPEN

Become a MEMBER of the WKU Alumni Association - 3 EASY Ways to Join TODAY!

Call Mail ALUMNI

888-WKU-ALUM (958-2586) WKU Alumni Association ASSOCIATION
292 Alumni Ave. '

Internet

alumni.wku.edu/joinnow

Bowling Green, KY 42101 alumni.wku.edu
Name 19
HomB R Method of Payment W
. A order anytime online at alumni.wku.edu/joinnow
Ciry aae Zip [ Check (payable to WKU Alumni Association)
Home Phone O Credit Card / Debit Card
E-mail O VISA O Discover

O MasterCard O American Express

Spouse’s Name
Spouse Attend WKU? 1 Yes

[ Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) (please include a voided check)
Monthly gift $

J No Year(s)

_Effective date ____ /15 /
YES! | want to become the newest member of the WKU Alumni Association

7 Annual Member $35 [J Joint Annual Member $50
[ Lifetime Member $700 (one-time charge) [ Joint Lifetime Member $1,000
O Lifetime Member payment plan (avaiiable only through credit/debit card OR EFT)

O My gift is eligible to be matched by my employer
(Please include your company's matching gift form)

CARDW V-CODE
Single O $150 2 vear for 5 years or [ $12.50 a month for 5 vears
Joint [3J §2 jear for 5years or 0O $18. f 5 ;

$220 a vea 5 ye $18.50 a month for 5 years R— TR

My additional gift of $ Total Enclosed §

Your gift to the WKU Alumni Association is tax deductible.

g -. Members are at the heart of the
WKU Alumni Association.

In appreciation, members of the Alumni Association
receive membership rewards and benefits that include:
+ WKU Alumni Connection mobile app
+ Member-only access to the WKU Alumni Member
Savings Program, offering discounts at 400+
locations nationwide

WEKU SPIRIT Magazine

Discounted or free admission to Alumni
Association events

Discounts at The WKU Store, online and in-store

Discounted annual membership at the Raymond
B. Preston Health and Activities Center

25% discount on subscriptions to ESPN The
Magazine

Special member-only communications like
TOPScoap, a bi-weekly member-only e-newsletter

Online Directory of Alumni

« Member rewards at Alumni Association events

» Alumni Association membership car window decal
» WKU Library borrowing privileges

Plus, we are continuously adding new benefits
exclusively for our WKU Alumni Association members.

ALUMNI

ASSOCIATION

WKLJ
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Augenstein Alumni Center
292 Alumni Ave
Bowling Green, KY 42101

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
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