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With water and sunshine, a tree was transformed from a miniscule
seed. A painting was crafted from a blank canvas and strokes of
paint. From a wedge of clay and a guiding hand, a mug was formed.
And from our time spent atWestern Kentucky University, students
from all walks of life were formed into their finest character.
The journey of our formation began with awkward meetings of
random roommates, anticipated rush week parties and expectations
of the coming years.
We began to sprout under the incandescent lights of a football
game on a cool fall night. Our first trace of growth was when we
found our niche in a sea of students.
We flourished through the bonds made over a shared terror of
the unknown and during the grueling all-night study sessions. We
took our shape in the classrooms of Cherry Hall and at the tables
surrounded by weathered books in Helm Library.
We were watered by the first love we found on a walk through
campus during a sunset that sprayed hues of orange and pink across
the sky. The pains of loves lost refined us.
We took shape in the air of newfound adulthood and on the
porches of our first houses. It happened during the times of childlike
fun and late night escapades. We were formed within the dreams of
our future and the regrets of our bygones.

Burkesville senior Ben Robinson
leaves Feix Field with fellow tuba
players after the crowning of
Murray senior Amy Winkler as
Homecoming Queen on Oct. 20. The
Big Red Marching Band rehearsed
three times a week throughout the
fall to polish their routine.
Josh Beal

2

Opening 3

Homecoming Queen candidate Kelsey Beach,
a Bowling Green senior, nuzzles the shoulder
of her escort, Mount Washington junior Cody
Hutchins, to keep warm before the halftime
crowning ceremony at the Homecoming football
game. “I’m excited, but extremely nervous,”
Beach said. “I am such a clumsy person, so my
biggest fear is falling on my face in front of
this huge crowd.” Though Beach didn’t win the
crown, she managed to make it through the
ceremony without tripping.
Josh Beal
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Above After competing in her first match of a
mud volleyball tournament, Louisville freshman
Sarah Buckley waits for the annual tournament
to continue at the University Farm. The
tournament was held by Sigma Chi fraternity
and Alpha Omicron Pi sorority on Sept. 27.
Brittany Sowacke
Opposite Prospect freshman Drew Hillebrand,
Shelbyville freshman Sebastian Ellis and
Harrodsburg freshman Luke Bosse set up
volleyball nets. The tournament raised money
for the AOPis’ philanthropy, arthritis research,
and the Sigma Chis’ national philanthropy, the
Huntsman Cancer Institute.
Brittany Sowacke
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Opening 7

FORM
Head Coach Willie Taggart celebrates with
his team after defeating Arkansas State
University 26-13 on Sept. 29 in Jonesboro,
Ark. Taggart coached the team to a 7-5
regular season record before being hired as
head coach by the University of South Florida
on Dec. 7. The new job allowed Taggart, a
WKU alumnus, to move closer to the town
where he grew up.
Joshua Lindsey
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After spending three days in
Bowling Green the Bike4Alz men
of Phi Gamma Delta fraternity,
depart from their fraternity house
on College Street at 9 a.m. The
men biked from Minnesota to
Florida during the summer months.
Brittany Sowacke

His grandfather didn’t know who he was.
It was the last time Owensboro junior Trip Carpenter saw him before
he passed. Trying to elicit any memory, he grabbed a recent picture
of his grandmother to show his grandfather. No hint of recognition
lit upon the man’s face. His ‘Granddaddy’ was gone. With an aching
sorrow, Carpenter then reached for a picture of his grandmother as
a younger woman in a hopeful last attempt to reignite a connection.
Softly, his grandfather said, “I’m supposed to know who this is.”
For 11 months, Carpenter said he witnessed the deterioration of his
grandfather due to Alzheimer’s, the sixth deadliest disease in the U.S.,
according to the Alzheimer’s Associaton.
Knowing Alzheimer’s was the only disease in the top 10 without a
true treatment or cure, Carpenter and eight other members of the Chi
Eta chapter of Phi Gamma Delta fraternity set forth on a cross-country
trip, equipped with their determination, faith and bicycles. Thus, the
mission of Bike4Alz was formed.
The team planned their two-month long bike ride route for nearly
six months. The route they started on May 25, 2012, calculated over
2,900 miles from International Falls, Minn., to Key West, Fla.
Of the nine-man team, seven were cyclists, one drove a car and the
other, Somerset junior Jonathan Caron, drove a truck with a trailer
providing storage for the bicycles, food and camping supplies.
“I wanted to help out in any way I could and had never ridden a road
bike before, so I figured I can drive. No one else has driven it,” Caron said
referring to the truck. “They’re all actually terrified to.”
For Louisville junior Will Owens, Bike4Alz revived his older fraternity
brothers’ summer 2010 fundraising bike ride Fiji’s Across America,
where they rode from California to Virginia and raised $56,000.
The Bike4Alz team had three goals set for 2012: to inspire
younger generations, raise awareness throughout the country and
fundraise 175,000 dollars.
“I wanted to do something big in my lifetime,” Owens said. “It’s
really easy to get passionate about Alzheimer’s because it’s such an
awful disease and there’s not a lot of research funding to find a cure.”
Owens, who handled media relations for the organization, said the
team had been featured in newspapers and TV and radio stations in
almost all of the 13 cities they road through. The team also organized
events in each city, including setting up road blocks, working with
local Alzheimer’s associations and inviting people to ride around a
block with them.
With the exposure, the Bike4Alz team raised around $45,000 halfway through the trip.
continued on page 14

12

Bike4Alz 13

continued from page 12

After the daily dedication, a typical day for the Bike4Alz team consisted
of biking any where from 25 to 30-mile segments.
“On a good day, it only takes about an hour and a half [to bike], but
on a terrible day it takes us about two and a half hours depending on the
weather and the hills,” Evansville senior Tyler Wittmer said about biking
30 miles. “One of the biggest transitions coming from the north to the
south was we were just not ready for the heat and we had to adjust.”
According to Owens, the farthest distance covered in one day was 106
miles. Another challenge for the bikers was becoming and remaining
physically in shape and keeping their bodies healthy.
“I basically have to force myself to drink a bottle of water down my
throat every night before I go to bed,” Owens said, adding that the diet
had been tough.
Though the team trained two months prior to leaving, Wittmer said
they could have done more to prepare for the 56,000 feet change in
elevation climbed and the 190 hours the biking trip covered.
“The only way to train for biking 70 miles a day is to bike 70 miles a
day,” Wittmer joked. “The first week and a half was really hard because
a lot of us weren’t used to physically doing something like that and there
was a lot of soreness and a lot of complaining about going up and down
stairs and things like that.”
However, once they got in the groove of biking, the team still faced a
major obstacle—other drivers.
“We’ve had some ridiculous people drive past us,” Owens said. “It was
our third day and a guy in a minivan passed us on the shoulder and asked if
we ‘wanted to die,” he said, imitating the driver. Owens said a car almost
even hit him as they biked into Bowling Green.
Paris junior Sam Wells recalled crossing the Ohio River Bridge.
“When we pulled our bikes out over the bridge in Kentucky, the
first driver that passed us almost hit one of our riders and then the first
motorcycle, like 20 feet down the road, flicked a cigarette at us,” he said.
Despite the physical exhaustion and vehicular threats, the team said
they felt glad to pass through the Bluegrass.
“The first three weeks we didn’t know anyone, didn’t know where we
were,” Owens said. “But as soon as we got back to Kentucky, I felt like we
were home again, no matter where we were.”
Wittmer agreed that passing through his hometown was enjoyable, but
said his favorite parts of the trip was the community that the men built
with each other and the time for personal reflection.
“We have had our differences and problems, but a lot of that we get to
hash out on our bikes,” he said. “We are on a bike, next to each other for a
minimum of five to six hours a day, so we have a lot of time to clear our mind.”
Daydreaming posed as a problem for Wittmer though, as he said it
caused him to lose focus and fall off of his bike—twice.
Like the bikers, Caron thought the best part of the experience was
meeting all sorts of people.
“We all have the stereotype of people in the north, but it was amazing
how many people that were complete strangers that just took us in and
embraced the whole idea of what we are doing,” he said. “It gives you a
Story Natalie West
Design Julie Washer
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better outlook on life and hope for people that there are still really great
people out there.”
The team also appreciated those who weren’t so generous, as it taught
them how to deal with rejection, Owens said.
“We get rejected like 100 times a day,” he said. Though the rejection
was discouraging, they quickly learned how to deal with it.
“It makes you a lot more confident when you know if the worst
thing that could happen to you is if they tell you ‘no’ because then
it just doesn’t make you afraid to ask for things anymore,” Wittmer
said. “It makes you think ‘If this is important to me, then I’m going
to continue to do it.’”
And persevere they did. The Bike4Alz team raised $65,000 and finished
nearly 3,000 miles in 59 days, inching closer and closer to helping find a
cure for Alzheimer’s disease.
For Carpenter, his grandfather’s struggle not only inspired him, but also
encouraged him to never give up on the cause.
“When I’m on the bike, it just reminds me about why I ride and if I’m
like going up a hill and it’s tough and I think I want to stop… I just think
of him,” he said, pausing. “I just think of what he left me and how I need
to use that to drive what I’m doing this summer.”
“No matter what we are doing we are always trying to raise awareness,”
Owens said. “Like if we are out on the road and stop at a gas station, we
just try and talk to as many people as we can, or when we are out eating
at restaurants we try to wear our Bike4Alz stuff so people ask us and then
we can start conversation.”
Wittmer worked alongside Owens in developing promotional events
across the country.
“In comparison to setting a smaller goal and knocking it out of the ball
park, we would rather have missed our goal and have something to shoot
for in the future,” he said. “But the awareness raised has been great.”
In Indianapolis, the team even worked to raise money at a Glen
Campbell concert and met Campbell, an Alzheimer’s sufferer. However,
Owens said some of the more special moments came from merely
standing outside of supermarkets.
About to leave after spending four hours at a Wal-Mart, Owens said he
and Carpenter were approached by a woman who donated a few dollars
and asked about the ride. Tearing up, the woman then explained how her
mother suffered from the disease for 15 years.
“I’d rather her tell her story than donate because that means a lot more
to me,” Owens said.
Inspired by these stranger’s stories, the team prayed each morning and
often devoted a day of biking to an individual or family that were affected
by Alzheimer’s disease they met during the trip.
“That’s just a chance for everyone to just kind of get in the mood
to ride and to remember why we ride,” Owens said, adding that
remembering the reason behind the ride was one of the harder aspects
of the trip. “It’s really easy to just get selfish and that’s when we get
poor attitudes, and we just have to constantly remind ourselves why we
are doing it and it’s really hard sometimes, but it’s extremely beneficial.”

Above Hartford senior Dylan Ward
checks his bike before he and his fraternity
brothers leave on the second leg of their
cross country bike trip. Bike4Alz was
started by members of Phi Gamma Delta
fraternity to benefit Alzheimer’s research,
which touched many of the brother’s lives.
Brittany Sowacke
Right Louisville junior Will Garcia was
a member of Bike4Alz. Garcia said the
most rewarding part of the journey was
experiencing the generosity of the people
they encountered, including at a church in
Milwaukee where the members replaced
his lost pillow and mailed his forgotten
shoes to him. “There were complete
strangers who would open their homes, do
our laundry and feed us,” Garcia said.
“The relationships that were made on that
trip, between the riders and the people
we encountered, will be something that I
carry with me for the rest of my life.”
Naomi Driessnack
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Decorated store window fronts greeted the
American Idol staff, the Capitol Arts Center’s
marquee read “American Idol Welcome to Bowling
Green, KY,” and a line of hopefuls rounded Fountain
Square Park, down State Street to Mariah’s. The day
had perfect weather after a night of thunderstorms
that could have pushed the line into the theater.
Cheers erupted from the line as the American Idol
bus approached the square.
After rumors that the American Idol Small Town
Bus Tour would not come to Bowling Green due to
an early tweet releasing Bowling Green as a small
town location, the blue bus parked in front of the
Capitol Arts Center in the early morning of Aug. 18.
The American Idol team was first welcomed by the
Cave Man Barber Shop Choir, who performed “The
Star-Spangled Banner” and “My Old Kentucky Home.”
Norm Betts and Katie Fennelly, producers of the
reality show, said that Bowling Green had been chosen
as a part of the first Small Town Bus Tour because the
city was in the middle of two larger cities, Louisville
and Nashville.
The American Idol team said they knew they
wanted to come back to Kentucky after being in
Louisville for previous auditions.
“Bowling Green was right on the money,” Betts said.
The producers searched for undiscovered talent
and hoped for surprises. For the 12th season of the
show, the American Idol team wanted to open the
chance for those who could not come to the big city
auditions, thus the Small Town Bus Tour. Ten cities
across the nation were chosen, including Joplin, Mo.;
Dodge City, Kan.; and Casper, Wyo.
Fennelly said the Small Town Bus Tour was intended
to find contestants that live “in the nooks and crannies
of the country.”
“We are so thankful for the way Bowling Green has
rolled the red carpet out for us,” she said.
The turnout was large, as hundreds were crowded
into the square, and they auditioned from 8 a.m.
until 4 p.m. After standing in line for hours, the
participants checked in and waited once again for
their turn to audition. In groups of four, they stood
in front of the producers and had their chance to
Story Maciena Justice and Sara Florence
Photography Bria Granville
Design Julie Washer
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blow the judges away. Once they sang their song clip,
critiques were given and participants waited for their
answer from the judges. The next step for those that
advanced was a ticket to a big city audition. Most
participants were turned away.
Among the hopefuls was Louisville senior Katie
James. As James waited to sign in, she said she
wasn’t nervous.
“I’m sure as I get closer, the nerves will kick in,”
the theater major said.
This wasn’t the first time at American Idol for
James, who previously auditioned twice. The first
audition was in Louisville, where she sang a Taylor
Swift song. Her second audition was in Nashville
where she yodeled in an effort to separate her talent
from the competitors. At her Bowling Green audition,
James sang her version of TLC’s “Waterfalls”.
“I just started practicing last night to be honest,”
James said. “I’m winging it definitely.”
James brought a good luck charm with her to her
audition—a fluorescent pink headband with a flower
attached to it.
“It’s the one thing I’ve yet to lose,” she said. James
said she had her headband for five years.
She did not make it through to the next round. She
said that Fennelly told her she had a good voice, but
needed more work. James said that her nerves got
the best of her, and she didn’t do her greatest.
“I thought I was going to puke,” she said.
James said she would audition a fourth time if
American Idol ever came to a city near her again.
“I never doubt myself, I never get hard on myself,”
she said. “It’s just a learning experience, and it’s fun.”
James said she would never give up, because one
day someone will like what she is doing.
“I take away the courage to keep on going,” she said.
As the day progressed, it seemed as if fewer and
fewer made it through to the next round. Producers
declined to give a total number of participants who
moved forward to the next part of the competition.
Although most didn’t get the chance to audition
again, they all left with a new experience. Everyone
was given the opportunity to do something they
loved, and that would not be forgotten.

Spectators and participants cheer as
the American Idol Small Town Tour bus
enters Fountain Square in downtown
Bowling Green. WKU students and
members of the community and
surrounding cities auditioned from 8
a.m. until 4 p.m. on Aug. 18.

American Idol 17

Big Red crowd surfs through a
crowd of over 2,300 freshman
during the 3OH!3 concert on
Aug. 19. The concert kicked off
MASTER Plan, a transition program
for incoming freshman held the
week before the start of classes.
Sarah Keene
18

3OH!3 Concert 19

Mints. Band-Aids. Safety pins. Fashion tape. These were
among the many items kept in a Pi Chi’s overstuffed bag to
ensure the needs of all the women in her group were met.
However, a Pi Chi’s purpose was much greater than simply
providing material comforts. They were there for the emotional
moments that occurred during formal sorority recruitment.
A Pi Chi was the Greek name for a sorority recruitment
counselor, meant to be a support system for women who went
through recruitment. The women, who were carefully selected
for the task, each belonged to one of the eight Panhellenic
Association sororities at WKU.
“Pi Chis are important to the recruitment process because
they are the first introduction a potential new member has to
the Greek community.Their role is to set a positive example and
be a mentor,” Alissa Mansfield, coordinator of student activities,
said. “The goal is to be empathetic.”
Since she noticed a lack of training with previous Pi Chi
groups, Mansfield decided to ease the women into more involved
training sessions and workshops. They started with monthly
workshops during the spring semester prior to recruitment and
eventually had longer workshops during the summer.
Part of the job meant that each woman disaffiliated from her
sorority starting the first day of summer break. This meant no
Greek letters on cars, not wearing sorority shirts, deactivating
their Facebook account and during the “strict silence” period, not
talking to any Greek women. Basically, each woman had to give
up their best friends for two months in order to do their job.
While this seemed daunting to some, the disaffiliation process
was the most important aspect of being a Pi Chi and allowed
for Pi Chis to be unbiased when counseling a potential new
member, or a PNM. Their main goal was to promote Greek life
at WKU—not their individual chapter.
No matter what a woman’s role was in sorority formal
recruitment, the week always proved to be stressful, emotional
and exciting. The week kicked off on the Tuesday before the fall
semester started with recruitment orientation. This was the
first time the PNMs got to meet their Pi Chi for the week and
were prepped with information before recruitment started in
full swing the next day.
The first round, dubbed Go Greek, took place at the Carroll
Knicely Conference Center. The PNMs buzzed with nervous
energy, trying to gather their thoughts before and after each
party. Many women became overwhelmed after meeting all
eight chapters so quickly, and were encouraged by their Pi Chis to
write notes after each party to keep them from blurring together.
“I feel like the Pi Chi serves as an organizational tool. We
tried to make everything run as smoothly as possible with
getting all the PNMs in line, and getting everyone there on
time,” Mary Witsiepe, a Lousiville senior and Phi Mu sorority
member, said.

The next three days of parties took place either at a sorority
chapter’s house or in a room in Meredith Hall. It was the Pi
Chi’s job to deliver the PNMs to each party at the assigned time.
With each night that passed, the women became increasingly
confused as to which sorority they wanted to be a part of, and
leaned on their Pi Chis for advice. Some women would be
bursting with tears as they consulted with their Pi Chi, deciding
on sororities they were torn between. From serious decisions
to choosing what to wear to each round, the recruitment
counselors were with their groups every step of the way.
“The week of recruitment was one of the most stressful times
of my life because it was like a job interview for the rest of my
life,” Sawyer Coffey, a Frankfort freshman and Alpha Omicron Pi
sorority member, said. “My Pi Chi was the one who talked with
me about the pros and cons of each sorority which was so helpful.
When I came to her stressed, we always ended the conversation
with me feeling a lot better about the choices I made.”
It was also the job of the Pi Chis to personally deliver each
woman’s bid and be their support, whether the news was good
or not what the PNM was expecting. Each Pi Chi would stand
by patiently while their PNM slowly ripped open their envelope
to discover their fate. She would remain standing with them,
either to offer them solace after bad news or to embrace them
in a congratulatory hug.
Many of the Pi Chis enjoyed seeing what the women in their
group thought their sorority affiliation was. The big moment
was on bid day, when the Pi Chis finally had their reveal before
sending the women out to meet their new sisters. At first, the
Pi Chis ran in to Mass Media Auditorium wearing a jersey with
letters of a sorority they were not in to play a trick on the
unsuspecting group.
The PNMs laughed and yelped in surprise when they realized
they had been tricked. After that, the Pi Chis donned their real
letters and led their new recruits out the doors of the auditorium
to run towards their sisters and be reunited. There were tears of
joy when the Pi Chis collided with their sisters halfway between
Guthrie Bell Tower and Mass Media and Technology Hall.
The role of a recruitment counselor not only benefitted the
PNMs, but the Pi Chis themselves.
“The experience was more rewarding then I had imagined,”
Elizabeth McCord, a Madisonville senior and Alpha Delta Pi
sorority member, said. “It takes a lot of preparation and time,
but every second you put in is worth it.”
They had the opportunity to grow closer to women outside
of their own sorority and be able to appreciate being Greek. It
also gave them valuable leadership experience that would aid
them at WKU and beyond their college years.
“Being a Pi Chi gives them a lot more that they can use in
day to day life afterwards,” Mansfield said. Counseling women
through really hard moments is good experience.”

Above Nicholasville junior Haley
Henderson, of Kappa Delta sorority,
hugs Nashville freshman Brooke Sage
on Bid Day, Sunday, Aug. 26. Sage, a
new member of KD, received her bid
from the sorority earlier that morning.
Kreable Young
Right Pi Chis Elizabeth Pickens, an
Owensboro senior, and Lexi Dodson,
a Lexington senior, share a laugh
at the Sigma Kappa sorority house
while waiting to escort potential new
members to their next destinations on
Aug. 24. Though recruitment was a
hectic time for everyone involved, Pi
Chis rested and spent time with each
other while PNMs were inside parties.
Kreable Young

continued on page 23
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There were no glittery nametags or
canvas bags stuffed with supplies, but
Rho Alpha fraternity recruitment
counselors also played a vital role in
the recruitment process.

Russellville junior Jordan Chick leads his
Alpha Tau Omega fraternity brothers in
cheering as they welcomed new members on
Aug. 31. Alissa Mansfield, coordinator
of student activities, said that 249 men
registered for fall fraternity recruitment.
Tyler Cobb

continued from page 20

The world of fraternity recruitment was an entirely different
story. While men going through recruitment were also faced
with a life-changing decision, the overall vibe of fraternity
recruitment was generally more casual. Fall fraternity
recruitment was during the first week of the semester.
Mansfield saw a need to improve the Rho Alpha process, but
said it was more about “baby steps.” According to Mansfield, the
role of a Rho Alpha was more about guiding than counseling.
The week started with an informational meeting where the
rushees met their Rho Alpha before they immediately preceded
to the first fraternity house for first rotation.
“The awkwardness is inherent, everyone is kind of unsure
what is going to happen,” Bowling Green senior Mac Mullins
said of the initial meeting.
Mullins, a Sigma Chi fraternity member, said the
experience of being a Rho Alpha was interesting because, as
a communications studies major, he found interactions with
others and understanding the decision process to be fascinating.
Rho Alphas had one training session prior to recruitment
week in order to prepare themselves to offer unbiased advice to

the men in their groups. Their interactions with the rushees was
heavier at the beginning of the process and not the end, where
the men made more decisions on their own.
While the rules were much less strict than those of sorority
recruitment, Rho Alphas were asked to keep their affiliation a
secret for fraternity recruitment week.
“It was hard to ignore my brothers when I was near them,”
Ben Luedtke, a Chicago junior and member of Alpha Tau Omega
fraternity, said.
The men made the decision about what houses to return to
for preference night. Luedtke said the best advice he gave his
group was for them to follow their gut.
Being a Rho Alpha was a respected position during fraternity
recruitment. Luedkte said being a Rho Alpha was a good way to
experience being a mentor and fill a leadership position.
There was no big reveal for the men to see, but the Rho
Alphas got to return to their chapters on bid day and welcome
their new brothers with their fraternity.
“On this campus you can’t go wrong, just as long as you go
Greek,” Mullins said.

Story Drew Couch
Design Julie Washer
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Fireworks signal a touchdown over
Aximus. Totatempor repelici delAustin Peay State University during
luptae net diaesse ratecti oratur
the first home football game. Coming
ab idi della poritiu mquibusam
off of a successful 2011 season, WKU
hictas maiosa nonem accum conse
kicked off the 2012 season on Sept. 1
et arunt dolorae nobis aut venim
with 49-10 victory over APSU.
re pliaspe rovidit, aliquiandae
Brittany Greeson
Photography Amber Plunkett
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Above Austin Aiken, a freshman from
Tampa Fla., is tackled during the
first home football game of the season
at Smith Stadium on Sept. 1. WKU beat
Austin Peay State University 49-10.
Kreable Young
Top Right After a wave of rain soaks
campus and tailgating sections, Neil
Brown a junior from Newburgh, Ind., and
a member of Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity,
dances with Evansville sophomore
Morgan Tate and Hannah Bobinger, a
sophomore from Hendersonville, Tenn.
Students celebrated the season opener
at the student tailgate section with
music, food and chants.
Luke Franke
Right Victoria Tinkle, a sophomore from
Eastland, Texas, watches as Big Red
stares down fellow cheerleader and
Columbia sophomore Keri Legg,
during a pep rally in Centennial
Mall. The cheerleaders and marching
band built anticipation on campus the
Friday before the game at a pep rally
hosted by the two groups.
Luke Franke
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As the sun descended, thousands of WKU
students made their way to the stands for the first
home game against Austin Peay State University at
Smith Stadium on Sept. 1.
The season opener honored the likes of NFL
coach Romeo Crennel and former Hilltopper
Bobby Rainey, WKU’s all-time leading rusher. The
commemorations gave much praise to the alumni,
but the highly-anticipated game had the student
body raving.
It was the first season opener that WKU had won
since the program’s transition to Division 1 during
the 2008-2009 season, and the outcome sparked this
newly-renovated spirit. The Tops opened the 20122013 season after a successful 2011-2012 season, in
which WKU had a 7-5 record with the largest win
against University of Louisiana at Lafayette in the
2011 Homecoming game. WKU fans expected to see
the football squad hit the first game with a vengeance.
Vine Grove senior Katie Newton found the
renowned energy to be an overlap of last season.
“I think it was so exciting because last year we
ended the season on such a high note,” Newton said.
“Last year, we thought we were going to be bowl
eligible and when we didn’t get it, it kind of bummed
us out. That’s why everyone is so excited this year
because we had such an exciting one last year.”
As far as the euphoria of the game, Newton said she
found the atmosphere to be vibrant and welcoming.
“[The energy] was very positive... It was very fun
and inviting, and you could tell that everyone was
really excited for the football team and to be there
at the game,” she said.
Radcliff freshman Lauren Mansell also enjoyed
the season-opener, especially since it was her first
college football game as a Hilltopper.

“Being a freshman, I was very proud of my
school for winning the first home game,” she said.
“Everyone was really hyped and so excited.”
Mansell, along with her fellow classmates,
contributed in the “white-out” theme, a concept
that spread like wildfire. No matter what location—
standing in line at the concessions, in the restroom
or cheering in the stands, white tees engulfed the
arena like fog on a fall morning. While Mansell
enjoyed showing her school spirit, the veterans of
the student body reveled in the moment.
While the students cheered and showed their
tremendous school spirit, Head Coach Willie
Taggart expressed his school spirit in a different
manner—on the field, sporting his headphones and
a play sheet.
“I tell you what was good was seeing a lot of
students coming to the game, getting there early and
seeing that student section over there,” Taggart said.
“It was packed, but I think it can be louder.”
When it came to his part in the mix, however,
Taggart said he “just tries to get them all to be the
very best player they can be.”
“That’s kind of how I am as a person,” Taggart
said. “I want to be the very best football coach I can
be and I want my players to be the same way. They
all felt like they were when they were leaving high
school and I want them to continue to be that way.”
The freshly-sparked spirit at the first game was
one to be remembered.
“We all have a license to get loud and crazy, and
that’s how we want it. It’s all part of a process of
building our program to that Division 1 power that
we want to be,” Taggart said. “Every aspect has
got to grow and we got to learn from it all because
we’ve never been there before.”
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In the dark intimate space of the lab theater in
Gordon Wilson Hall, a show sprung to life on the
second Friday in September. Energy, ingenuity
and improv actors invaded the room. Performers
danced around the theater floor in an impromptu
warm-up while audience members chatted loudly
with each other.
This scene was typical for members of WKU
and Kentucky’s longest running improv troupe
Happy Gas. The group performed every other week
throughout the school year at WKU and rehearsed
twice a week. During rehearsals and shows, they
played a variety of improv games similar to those
presented on the popular TV show “Whose Line is
it Anyway,” including the dating game and a segment
called Scenes from a Hat. They also performed a
more-sophisticated long-form improv called a
Harold, which involved a series of monologues.
A group of WKU theater majors founded Happy
Gas in 1998. Fourteen years later, the troupe still
stuck around with the same spirit, albeit different
faces. Happy Gas was comprised of a group of
students from a variety of majors, and despite their
diverse array of academic interests, members all
shared a common overwhelming love of improv.
“We are all different types of people here in Happy
Gas,” Maysville senior Sam O’Mara said. “We have a
collaborative group of not only theater students, but
students that span every major.”
When O’Mara came to WKU as a freshman in
the Theater Department, he had never participated
in improv before. However, O’Mara soon made
friends through the department’s Mentor-Mentee
program, one of whom was Collin Turner.
Turner introduced O’Mara to the improv world at
WKU, but for him, joining Happy Gas was primarily
just “on a whim.” After spending four years with the
troupe, O’Mara made it clear it was a “whim” he
never regretted. He said that his favorite thing about
improv was that the rules were made to be broken.
“There are books and books of rules on improv,”
O’Mara said.
Happy Gas required members to read and study
“Truth and Comedy: the Manual on Improvisation.”
Story Mary-Kate Smith
Design Shaniequa Hazelwood
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What seemed like merely natural comedic talent
actually was enhanced by a great deal of behind the
scenes studying.
“Basic rules,” O’Mara said, “you never want to
negate your partner; you always want to say yes, ou
want to continue and further the scene by making
your partner as good as they can be. It is never a
selfish act on stage.”
During performances and rehearsals, it was
evident they never negated each other regardless of
how outlandish a character or scene was.
And outlandish they were. A Happy Gas
performance was likely the only place on campus
where Honey Boo Boo, a murderous shepherd,
Mary Poppins, a crazy cat lady, spaceship dinosaurs
and zombie doctors all took the stage in one night.
Some of these characters were brought back from
rehearsals, but many were created immediately on
the spot.
For Happy Gas, the main purpose of rehearsal
was to build trust and what they called a “group
mind.” Louisville junior Stephen Korfhage said that
it got to a point where each person knew what the
other person was going to do next.
Trust was especially important for Harlan junior
Isaac Middleton, the newest member of the troupe.
Middleton, who spent 13 years of his childhood in
Mexico, viewed improv with a different perspective
— from behind the piano.
“You have to be completely aware of people
around you, and you have to react to that to make it
better,” Middleton said.
For Middleton, improv wasn’t about putting the
spot light on himself, but rather making the scene
better. It also helped him to better himself as a
musician and artist.
Somerset senior Keifer Adkins summed up
improv with one simple phrase: “If you don’t sweat
then you’re not having fun.”
Despite their differences, a love of improv drew
the group together. For the group, the ultimate
goal was to have fun and make the audience laugh.
Individually, they were quirky college kids. Together
they were Happy Gas.

Above Portraying a ballet dancer, Louisville
sophomore Samya Monem balances on her
toes during the Happy Gas improv troupe’s
practice on Sept. 20. “I think a successful
improv actor is someone who is just genuinely
trusting and unselfish,” Monem said. “Improv
is a huge lesson in relying on others, and one
one of the most important rules is to always
make your partner look good.”
Josh Beal
Right Ryan Kemp, a 2010 graduate, stands
on a chair and assigns himself the role
of a stripper during Happy Gas’s improv
performance. Meanwhile, Nick Benson, a
sophomore from Franklin, Tenn., Somerset
senior Keifer Adkins and Lawrenceburg
senior Cory Hardin, improvised from an
improv game called “Harold,” which gave
actors more time to develop characters
and complex story lines.
Naomi Driessnack
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Every Monday and Wednesday at 5:15
p.m., Sarah Nikolai, a junior from Mount
Juliet, Tenn., joined a group of WKU
students and members of the Bowling Green
community at the Preston Center. As a
Group X instructor she taught Aqua Fit, a
water aerobics class.
Scanning the list of Group X fitness classes
available, Aqua Fit seemed to be an outlier.
It was scheduled amongst other classes
such as Yoga, Zumba, and the ever-popular
Awesome Abs.
Even though Aqua Fit attracted only
about three to six participants for each
class, Nikolai enjoyed getting to know the
“regulars” and was motivated by members
of the school and community that faithfully
attended her classes each week.
“Most people would like it if they just tried
it,” retired faculty member Linda Spinney
said. “There’s a social aspect to it.”
Through those friendships, Aqua Fit served
as a bridge between WKU and surrounding
Bowling Green.
“I like building relationships with people,”
Nikolai said. “I’ve gotten to know them
through small talk during the exercises.”
“I love Sarah,” regular attendee Elizabeth
Woosley said. Woosley had been involved
with the Aqua Fit program since January
1995 and had met dozens of other instructors
and students since then.
Getting to know professors was an added
benefit to instructing Aqua Fit classes,
Nikolai said.
“It is a nice way to level with WKU
professors and get to know them and what
teaching at WKU is like,” Nikolai said.

Nikolai said that professors seemed
somewhat unreachable at times, so she was
grateful for the opportunity to gain a closer
relationship with those that attended classes.
Aside from professors, classes were
comprised mostly of older women with a
fraction of current WKU students. Water
aerobics was a safe way for the elderly or
injured to exercise because it was a low
impact workout.
“I love that I’m providing a full body
workout that’s not stressful on the joints, and
there’s nothing else like it,” Nikolai said.
Unique as it was, water aerobic exercises
were pulled largely from more traditional
moves. They did pull-ups and crunches while
working against the water’s resistance. They
used arm weights, belts and even noodles
throughout the 45-minute lesson.
Classes such as Aqua Fit were common at
most fitness centers. Nikolai said working
as a lifeguard in high school gave her the
experience she needed to instruct Aqua Fit.
She practiced on middle and high school
swim teams as well as lifeguarding. When
Group X initially asked her to instruct Aqua
Fit, she eagerly obliged.
“Spending time in the water is what I love,”
Nikolai said.
This passion for swimming, in addition
to a desire to help others, was apparent
in Nikolai’s teaching style. She patiently
explained each move and demonstrated it
to the class. Meanwhile, she maintained
conversation to keep each person involved.
Nikolai’s class demonstrated that fitness
was about more than strengthening just one
person, it was about building a community.

Left Sarah Nikolai, a junior
from Mount Juliet, Tenn.,
instructs an aqua fitness class
at the Bill Powell Natatorium in
the Preston Center on Sept. 24.
"I like interacting with patrons
and getting to know them while
also providing a low intensity
workout that's good for their
joints,” Nikolai said.
Below Participants in an
aqua fitness class, taught by
Nikolai, swim to the deep end
of the pool to complete more
exercises on Oct. 1. The class
was held in the Preston Center
on Monday and Wednesday
evenings.
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There are plays in WKU athletics history
that go down as defining moments.
In 2008, it was “The Shot” from Ty Rogers
that catapulted the Hilltoppers to their first
NCAA Sweet 16 appearance in 15 years.
In 2012, it was “Seminole,” a trick play call
from Head Coach Willie Taggart that boldly
put WKU football on the map nationally.
Down 31-30 against rival University of
Kentucky in overtime, Taggart huddled his
team on the 25-yard line and decided to
play to win. His gutsy move put the 53,980
in attendance at Commonwealth Stadium in
Lexington in momentary shock.
Quarterback Kawuan Jakes, a senior from
St. Augustine, Fla., took the shotgun snap and
lateraled to Fort Campbell junior running
back Antonio Andrews, who juked towards
the goal line, paused and threw to Jakes near
the left sideline for the win.
The play was one Taggart remembered
from his playing days at WKU. In the days
leading up to the UK game, Taggart brought
the play out to serve as a knockout punch
against the Wildcats.
“Our guys had been calling for that play all
game,’’ Taggart said. “I knew our defense had
been struggling the last part of the game. I
told our guys, ‘If we score, we’re going to go
for it all,’ We’re playing to win.’’
The win meant much more than just
bragging rights against the state’s flagship
university. It was an arrival of sorts for
the Hilltoppers.
It was the first time WKU had ever
defeated a Southeastern Conference
opponent in 17 attempts.
WKU confidently waltzed into
Lexington and took care of business—a
feat that would have been just short of
impossible a few years ago.
And what a difference three years made.
After a difficult transition into Division 1

football, including a dismal 26-game losing
streak and designation as college football’s
worst team, the victory was a signature
moment for the WKU football program.
“It’s huge for our program,’’ Taggart said.
“It goes to show how far we’ve come in just
two years. We’ve been at the bottom. Two
years ago, we came up here and they beat the
bricks off of us. It was time for us to come up
here and play like we’re capable of.’’
The game-winning 2-point conversion
sparked a raucous celebration from
coaches, players and fans. Taggart raced
down the sidelines and jumped into a sea of
Hilltopper red.
WKU players lingered on the field long
after the game ended, wallowing in the
ecstasy of the football program’s biggest win
since capturing the Division I-AA national
championship in 2002. The band played the
fight song again and again as WKU fans waved
their red towels and soaked in the whirlwind
victory. On that crisp September night, it
truly was “dear old Western’s day.”
Jakes had seen Taggart take the program
from a bottom-dweller to a Sun Belt
contender and knew the Hilltoppers were
poised for the upset.
“With the coaching change, everything
changed from there,” Jakes said. “I’m not
talking anything bad about (former head)
coach (David) Elson, but it was a big change.
Y’all can see that, too. I just knew we weren’t
going to go out four years and not do anything.”
For Jakes, the victory validated four years
of hard work in rebuilding the Hilltopper
football program.
“I was just doing it for my teammates,” he
said. “We play to win. This being my senior
year to beat UK, that’s a blessing. I play for
everybody that grinds with me every day, the
coaches that put in the work and effort and
have faith in me. I do it for them.”
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University of Kentucky’s Commonwealth
Stadium showed a clear dividing line
between UK and WKU fans. WKU
faced, and beat, the Wildcats at home
for the end of the four-year series
between the two universities.
Danny Guy
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Above Chants of “This is red grass now,
baby!” echo in Commonwealth Stadium
moments after WKU beat the University
of Kentucky 32 - 31 in overtime.
Celebrating their victory, the team
crowded around ESPNU videographers.
Brittany Sowacke
Left For Hilltopper fans tailgating at the
WKU vs. UK football game in Lexington,
maneuvering through a blue crowd
was ripe with land mines of half-empty
solo cups and Wildcat cries. Hundreds
of WKU students made the drive to
Lexington to support the Tops.
Danny Guy
Opposite WKU linebacker Andrew
Jackson, a junior from Lakeland, Fla.,
outmaneuvers UK sophomore linebacker
Miles Simpson during the WKU vs. UK
game on Sept. 15. The Tops won with a
risky 2-point play in overtime that was
named one of ESPN’s top collegiate plays
of the season.
Danny Guy
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Although Gatton Academy was well established
on WKU’s campus, outside collegiate students
only speculated about what attending the academy
was truly like. The academy was a place for gifted
high school junior and seniors to start their WKU
experience early and was off limits for WKU
students. But for student David Brown, a Central
City high school senior who scored a perfect 36 on
his ACT, the academy was basically an ordinary high
school in terms of its social aspects.
“A typical day is we get up, go to class, come back,
we do homework, we do the normal school thing,”
he said. “But I guess the side that most people don’t
see is really the interactions between the students;
we’re a very close-knit community, we do a lot of
things together: we go see movies, go to the mall,
that sort of thing.”
One difference that Brown said set the academy
apart from other high schools, however, was that
while the academy students have bickered and
disagreed like other high school students, Brown
felt that students were safe to express themselves
at the academy. Students didn’t have pressure and
competition that they might have in a typical high
school setting.
“It’s more about a personal best,” he said. “‘What
can I do to improve my score and my grades?’ It’s
more about personal challenge than competing with
other people. I think everyone is very supportive of
each in that endeavor.”
First established in 2007, the academy was like
most high schools: there was a prom every spring,
students joined clubs, attended classes, went
to movies and did homework. Except for these
students, the graduating class was 126, and each
student from Kentucky was chosen because of their
unique talents in Mathematics, Science or both.The
academy had excelled since it’s inaugural year. In
2012, Newsweek voted it the best high school in
the nation.
“It’s hard to put into words,” Tim Gott, the
Director of the academy, said about the school’s

achievement. “It almost feels surreal. Like really?
Number one in the nation? We’ll take it.”
Gott said the entire process began in 2011
when the academy was ranked fifth in the nation.
Determined to try for a higher score, they applied
again. They soon learned they’d jumped four
places and were at least four points ahead of the
second place school.
“I think one of the things is the…realization that
Kentucky students are as strong and are as capable
as any student in the U.S.,” he said.
Brown said Gatton was different from a typical
high school in other ways, including the academy’s
curfew and rules about leaving campus, but overall
he felt he had more freedoms at the Academy than
he would at a regular high school.
Beth Hawke, Assistant Director of Residential
Life at the academy, said no day at the Academy
was typical.
“I can walk outside my office and hear conversations
about a variety of topics that you’re just not going to
hear at a typical high school,” she said. “They’re very
enthusiastic about what they’re doing.”
Many times, Hawke said that students spoke with
her about their research projects.
“My favorite part is (that) they’re all on equal
footing here, so even the child from the smallest
town in Kentucky has the same opportunity as
those from the larger areas, and so watching them
take those opportunities and really blossom while
they’re here…is really rewarding,” she said.
Brown said that one of his favorite parts of
attending the best high school in the nation was
everyone had common interests and supported
each other in the pursuit of those interests.
He said that the community was his favorite part
of the academy.
“Being around like-minded people, people who
just want to learn, who are passionate about things,
math, science, like I am, (want) to learn as much
as they can, and being around people like that is
certainly unique and a lot of fun.”

Left In the third floor commons
of Florence-Schneider Hall,
Central City high school senior
David Brown, a Gatton Academy
student, laughs with Ellen Green
of Henderson about a reference
Brown made in a paper he wrote
for class. The commons areas in the
Gatton Academy was a popular
area for students to spend time
studying and socializing with each
other.
Bottom Left Collaborating
with chemistry professor Hemali
Rathnayake, Brown works in
a chemistry lab in Thompson
Complex Central Wing. Brown
was one of the 13 recipients
of the 2012 Gatton Academy
Research Internship Grants
and furthered research in the
nano-particle field by producing
polymers for organic solar cells.
Bottom Right Brown takes notes
in an Intro to Comparative Politics
class taught by Roger Murphy in
Grise Hall. Brown was the only
high school student in the class.
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Tents, cars, trailers and hundreds of people covered the normally
desolate farmland at Ballance Farms in Oakland, a small town near
Bowling Green. For one fall weekend in late September, the field
had a different feel and purpose—good music and good vibes.
After taking a hiatus in 2011 to regroup and extend the festival
to a two-day event, the Starry Nights Music Festival returned in
2012 bigger than ever. The lineup included more than 20 bands,
from local favorites including Cage the Elephant and Sleeper
Agent, to respected alternative acts including Portugal, The Man
and Manchester Orchestra.
It was estimated that the festival drew about 5,000 people,
Starry Nights founder Bryan Graves said. Tickets were sold from
over 30 states and as far across the globe as Australia.
Tony Smith, lead singer and guitarist of Sleeper Agent, said
Starry Nights had turned into an event that rivaled many popular
music festivals.
“It’s become a festival I’d like to attend whether we’re playing or
not,” Smith said. “It’s very surreal. It reminds me of the excitement
I had looking forward to Lollapalooza in the mid 2000s.”
It had been two years since Sleeper Agent last played the festival.
Starry Nights 2010 marked the end of the band’s first-ever tour.
“Our last Starry Nights in 2010 was the beginning for
us,” Lee Williams, Sleeper Agent bassist, said.
Williams recalled the band’s humble beginnings long before
they made waves on the national scene for their debut album
“Celebrasion.”
“It (Starry Nights 2010) bookended our first tour we ever
did—a four-day, four-city tour we did in my Ford Explorer with
no trailer. It was the first time anyone at Mom + Pop and RCA
(our record labels) heard the music, the place where we met
our first manager and the first time that this lineup had played
a show to more than a few hundred people,” Williams said. “So
to get the chance to relive that moment a little, but to also show
everyone here in town how much we have grown and changed was
an amazing one.”
The quintet had since been named a band to watch by Rolling
Stone, performed at larger festivals like Coachella and even
participated in the 2012 Weezer Cruise, a four day music festival

that took place on a cruise ship.
“It’s mostly been a blur,” Smith said. “But I’m glad to be apart
of it regardless.”
The Kentucky rockers had generated a buzz and garnered
a large legion of fans for their spontaneous, energetic brand of
garage pop. Starry Nights was a chance for the band to reconnect
with their hometown fans and play some new music.
“We spent the whole summer holed up writing our second
album with only a couple of shows,” Smith said. “We played eight
new songs during our set, so I was more focused on hitting my
marks than going wild on stage. I regret not loosening up a bit, but
I think the everyone had a great time regardless.”
Smith witnessed Starry Nights expand over the past four
years and gain more attention nationally, much like the Bowling
Green music scene had.
“Hopefully it means the rest of Bowling Green and the rest
of the country will start taking notice of our little-communitythat-could,” Smith said.
Cage the Elephant, who since releasing their debut album in
2008, helped pave the way for other Bowling Green artists to
succeed in the music industry, curated the festival.
Williams said Cage the Elephant’s ability to gain popularity
in the music industry definitely benefitted local bands, but the
variety of talented musicians and the sense of community found
among bands made the Bowling Green music scene distinctive.
“Cage was the first band to get real momentum in the
industry and they genuinely brought as much of that back to
other bands from here as they could,” Williams said. “And I
really believe that any of us who are working to achieve what
they have achieved would do the same if they got the chance.
You truly do not see that camaraderie in very many places.
Beyond that, the scene here is so varied, musically speaking.
These bands aren’t just peddling the same sounds back and
forth between us. There is so much good music here from so
many different directions, and it really is kind of mind-blowing
when you begin to consider our population and how our
startlingly high our ratio of great musicians to average persons
is compared to most places.”
continued on page 40

MiMosa, a DJ from Brooklyn, N.Y.,
gives the final performance at Starry
Nights Music Festival on Sept. 29.
The weekend-long festival was held
right outside of Bowling Green and
attracted an estimated 5,000 people.
Tyler Cobb
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For local fledgling artists trying to make a name for
themselves, Starry Nights served as a platform to gain exposure
and new fans.
“The Starry Nights set was definitely the biggest crowd our
band has ever played in front of,” Jordan Reynolds, background
vocalist and keyboardist for Buffalo Rodeo, said. “Since we’re
not with any professional labels or producers, all we can do
right now is play as many shows as possible and get the word
out about our band. Playing at Starry Nights is perfect for that
because people who would not otherwise know of us got a
little taste of what Buffalo Rodeo is all about.”
For music fans, Starry Nights was an opportunity to escape
reality and enjoy some good music.
“I feel everyone was there for the surreal moments of
relaxation,” Bowling Green senior Kayla Ashby said.
For Kayla, the setting of Starry Nights was as important as
the line-up.
“Everyone was one with nature and musicality,” Kayla said.
“The whole point of going to a festival is withdrawal from

reality, make new friends, enjoy your favorite bands and watch
bands one has never seen.”
Ashby and her sister, Bowling Green junior Sarah Ashby,
grew up with many of the Bowling Green artists, namely Cage
the Elephant and Sleeper Agent, and were thrilled to see them
play for a large, energetic crowd.
“My favorite part of the festival was seeing my friends play
on a big stage in front a huge crowd of fans,” Sarah said. “It was
really exciting and cool to see how many people came out and
how the bands are moving forward becoming more popular.”
Starry Nights was unique because of its intimate setting and
ability to draw well-respected artists. Kayla said the smalltown feel of the Bowling Green music scene made the festival
unlike any other music festival.
“Starry Nights allows people to come to a small town where
musicality flourishes,” Kayla said. “There are so many amazing
local bands that everyone (is) astounded to see and continue
to follow. The atmosphere is different from any other festival I
have ever been to.”

Above Festival goers listen to
a band that started in Bowling
Green, Sleeper Agent, during
an evening set at Starry Nights
Music Festival. The festival, held
Sept. 28 and 29, featured local
bands and other musicians.
Luke Franke
Left Hammock Haven, a new
addition to Starry Nights, is the
perfect getaway during the long
and hot days. Situated under
a leafy green canopy on a
sprawling hill overlooking festival
grounds, these elevated resting
spots were quickly discovered by
weary music lovers.
Brittany Sowacke
Opposite Sleeper Agent debuts
eight new song during their show
on Saturday, Sept. 29. “Playing
in Bowling Green for all of you
makes me nervous,” singer Alex
Kandel said. “But hopefully you
like these new songs we wrote
for you.”
Brittany Sowacke
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Above Students from various schools
study and practice on WKU’s campus
before competing in events at the
Fall Fiesta Swing. The Fall Fiesta
Swing, held in late September, was
a forensics tournament co-hosted by
WKU and Miami University.
Right Tyler Dailey, a senior from
Blue Springs, Mo., and Austin Groves,
a sophomore from Blue Springs, Mo.,
receive trophies for their third place
win in duo interpretation at the Fall
Fiesta Swing forensics tournament.
This year marked the 23rd year
WKU hosted the fall tournament.

Contrary to many thoughts, the WKU forensics
team did not dissect dead bodies or analyze samples
of human DNA.
“A lot of people think you do crime scene
investigation,” Jace Lux, the director of Forensics, said.
“Forensics, loosely translated, means the search for
the truth, so when we are involved in a debate, we are
searching for the truth of that debate.”
In the fall, the Forensics team hosted their annual
tournament, the Fall Fiesta Swing, which showcased
over 200 students from 18 different schools. Over
the course of the year, the team competed from
September to April, with only a five week period
when they weren’t competing.
Forensics was a combination of a variety of speeches
and debates. Students competed in individual events,
such as dramatic interpretation of literature, persuasive
speaking, informative speaking and impromptu
speaking, according to Lux.
Florence junior Emma Wilczynski said that Forensics
was one of the oldest organizations on campus with
documents dating prior to WKU’s official founding.
Not only was the Forensics team the oldest
organization on campus, but it also had a long tradition
of success. In 2012, the team placed second in nationals,
and they won the national tournament eight times in the
last nine years, Lux said.
“That definitely helps with recruiting,” he added.
“Students don’t want to invest the kind of time in an
activity unless they have an opportunity to be part of a
successful group, so we provide that opportunity.”
However, being a successful team required much
practice. Lux said the average student put in anywhere
from 10 to 20 hours each week, not including the time
they spent on the road at tournaments.
Nashville senior Lauren Myers said she definitely
practiced that many hours each week. Myers competed
in prose, a piece of literature from a book or play that is
meant to be read, and in communication analysis, which
required analyzing either a positive or negative event in
society and comparing it to something in the past.
“That is all my free time,” Myers said about practicing
for competitions. She explained that it took about two
weeks to write the speech and a week and a half to
memorize it.
Marshall Covert, a junior from St. Paul, Minn.,
agreed that it was a challenge to juggle Forensics, school
and a social life.
“We all have the same philosophy that if you love
something and you want to be better at it, you’re going
to devote a lot of time to it,” Covert said.
Covert said that the time devoted to Forensics was not
the hardest part. For Covert, coming to a traditionally
successful team was the hardest part to overcome.
“The hardest part is getting over yourself,” he said.
“You get into your head that I’m not good enough, but

you’re on this team for a reason and you have to remind
yourself that you can be good enough.”
The communications major competed in
interpretation, which was competitive acting, public
address, which consisted of either an informative or
persuasive speech and in limited preparation.
Each competition involved having 30 minutes to
prepare a six-minute speech that answered a question
or receiving a quotation and having only a minute
and thirty seconds to prepare a six-minute speech,
Covert explained.
“There’s always a bit of nerves, but I think the
excitement of the performance overshadows that and at
that point, you can’t tell what’s excitement and what’s
nerves, and it doesn’t matter,” he said.
However, even with hours of practicing, Covert said
memory blanks happened to everyone, but that the best
way to overcome a forgotten line was to keep talking
and act unaffected.
“Don’t let the passion of what we’re saying die,”
Covert said.
Practicing and competing in Forensics involved a
unified team effort and Covert added that the team had
an amazing sense of camaraderie.
“If you don’t make it farther [in competition], you’re
not done,” he explained. “If you make it farther, your
role is still a competitor, but if you don’t make it farther
your role is now supporter of those people.”
Covert said that it was also great to be able to speak
on topics that were unique, shocking or even forgotten,
as he said he once did a persuasive speech on how society
didn’t recognize male rape like it did female rape.
“One in three men have been raped—it’s vastly
underreported, and it’s special to me because I know
specific friends who’ve been raped,” he said. “You get to
the end of the speech and you kind of have that personal
moment, like I really feel for this, and it always brought
me to tears…there wasn’t a round that I didn’t walk out
just feeling so much for what I was performing.”
Covert said he loved that the team really was a family,
but his second favorite aspect was the message of the
speeches and, ultimately, the search for the truth.
“I want to go in there and just share my story,” he said.
“It’s not about just doing well, what you want to say is
just so important—I wouldn’t trade that for anything,”
Wilczynski said that “the search for the truth” meant
finding the core value in everything, that there was
always a message behind any performance and it was
the performer’s job to convey that message.
Of that search, the WKU Forensics team succeeded.
They had finalists in every event on both days of their
Fall Fiesta Swing tournament.
“My goal is to final in an event,” Covert said of his
year-long goals on the team, “but more than anything, I
just want people to hear my message and for people to
respect the message.”

Story Natalie West
Photography Jake Pope
Design Jennifer Lenhart
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Above Head Coach Jason Neidell
reaches down for a consolatory fist bump
from Cincinnati senior forward Amanda
Buechel after a 4-1 loss to Vanderbilt
University on Sept. 9 at the WKU Soccer
Complex. "I would've liked to see us get
another goal or two today," Neidell said.
"But I feel really, really good about our
final shot count which was 17-16, so stats
were a lot closer in the game."
Danny Guy
Right Nashville senior midfielder
Courtney Rymer cuts in front of University
of South Alabama’s Alyssa Mayer at the
soccer complex on Oct. 12. The Lady
Toppers defeated South Alabama 2-0.
Colin Perschbacher
Far Right Edgewood freshman forward
Chandler Clark hugs forward Nicholette
Sartori, a sophomore from Malabar,
Fla., after Sartori scored a goal on Aug.
17 at the soccer complex. WKU beat
University of Evansville 3-0.
Joshua Lindsey
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The WKU women’s soccer program was one that prided itself
on being a contender in the Sun Belt Conference perennially. With
a veteran group of five seniors leading the Lady Toppers in the
2012 campaign, the team had hopes of capturing the conference
championship and qualifying for the NCAA Tournament, something
that had eluded WKU since the program’s inception in 2001.
“This year’s senior class has only known success since they came to
the Hill as wide-eyed freshmen,” Head Coach Jason Neidell said. “They
have helped elevate our soccer program to one of the elite teams in the
Sun Belt Conference.”
After graduating two veteran players after the 2011 season, many
expected the squad would endure some growing pains.
“Many thought that 2012 would be a rebuilding year for the program,”
Neidell said. “We instead picked up right where we left off in 2011, a huge
testament to the impact of this year’s senior class.”
The Lady Toppers were picked to finish third in the Sun Belt prior to
the season’s start, and nearly stuck true to their billing as they headed to
the conference tournament in Mobile, Ala. as the fourth seed. WKU met
conference rival Arkansas State in the opening round of the 2012 Sun Belt
Conference Soccer Championships, a team the Lady Toppers had never
lost to in program history. However, WKU needed a goal late in the game
to capture the victory against the Red Wolves. Cincinnati senior Amanda
Buechel scored in the 76th minute to give the Lady Toppers the 1-0 victory,
setting up a semifinal match-up between WKU and the University of North
Texas. The Mean Green came into the tournament as the number one
overall seed, despite losing to the Lady Toppers just two weeks before the
conference championships began.
North Texas found the back of the net in the 22nd minute, and that was the
only score needed to avenge their regular season loss against WKU.The Lady
Toppers finished the season at 12-5-3 and 7-2-3 in the Sun Belt.
“We didn’t get the coveted championship this year,” Neidell said. “That
will certainly keep our team hungry in the off-season.”
Story Sam Osborne Design Deron Millay

The loss marked the end of the careers of five seniors: Buechel, Christen
Sims, of Madison, Ala.; Lauren Crowder, of Germantown,Tenn.; Ali Stahlke,
of Naperville, Ill.; and Courtney Rymer, of Nashville. The class left a lasting
mark on the program, as they tallied up 48 wins over their four-year career.
The group won at least nine games each season and finished with at least six
conference wins each of the past four seasons.
Though a difficult loss to swallow, Neidell said he was extremely proud
of the team’s play, especially their tough defense that helped the team reel
off a seven-game unbeaten streak coming into the conference tournament.
“During that stretch, the team gave up only 4 goals,” Neidell said. “It was
good to see the team come together defensively late in the season.”
Rymer attributed the team’s defensive acumen to their cohesiveness as a group.
“As I said before, it is a team effort and everyone plays their part in
defensive success,” she said. “When we all were on the same page and we
had good chemistry, we played the best soccer I have ever been a part of.”
The departure of five experienced seniors left holes to fill for the 2013
season. Neidell looked to his returning players and talented freshman
recruiting class to fill the void and remain successful in the Sun Belt.
“Our incoming 2013 freshmen class is talented and deep, perhaps the
strongest recruiting class in the history of our program,” he said. “We also
have several returning players ready to fill bigger roles. Our focus this offseason will be to help create a stronger mentality within our team—our will
to win is just as important as our ability to win.”
Buechel said falling short of the team’s ultimate goal was difficult,
but the relationships she made with her teammates and coaches would
endure past her playing days.
“It’s always hard to finish the season without a championship win, but we
did more than many people thought we could this season,” she said. “I am
proud of everything we did accomplish this season. Being a part of WKU
soccer for the past 6 years has been one of the most amazing experiences I
have had. I have learned so much more than just soccer related things and
have become part of a family that I can forever count on.”
August
University of Evansville - W
University of Tennessee - W
Xavier University - W
Northern Kentucky University - W
September
Bowling Green State University - W
The University of Minnesota - L
Vanderbilt University - L
Belmont University - W
Arkansas State University - W
University of Arkansas at Little Rock - W
Florida Atlantic University - W
Florida International University - L

October
University of Louisiana at Lafayette - T
University of Louisiana at Monroe - W
University of South Alabama - W
Troy University - T
University of North Texas - W
Middle Tennessee State University - T
Arkansas State University - W
November
University of North Texas - L
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She had the Olympic rings tattooed on the outside of her
ankle. Even the sleeve of her black shirt donned the iconic
emblem with the writing “USA Swim Team”. But it wasn’t
the colorfully inked symbol or the recognizable gear that
distinguished her from the crowd. Claire Donahue had
strength, passion and determination, and that was what made
her an Olympian.
The 2011 graduate began swimming at six years old and
quickly realized that she wanted to go to the Olympics.
“I’ve always been into sports and trying different things,” the
Lenoir City, Tenn., native said, adding that she also ran track
and cross-country. “In middle school, I was actually a better
runner than swimmer, but it was perfect because my swimming
got better and my running got worse, so that’s how I chose.”
After deciding to focus on swimming, Donahue advanced
on to swim for WKU and participated in the Olympic
trials the summer after her freshman year of college.
“It was kind of a progression,” she said. “The plan was, at that
point, I was just going to be done after college and get a job, but
as I went through college, I kind of realized maybe I can swim
just an extra year for the Olympic trials.”
Donahue said that during her four years of college, she
improved from placing 32nd in nationals her freshman year to
placing second her senior year—which the top two swimmers
in the national competition advance to the Olympic trials.
“It wasn’t really right in front of my face until like a
year ago,” she said, her eyes lighting up. “That was when I
really saw it in my sights, and then the plan was to go to the
Olympics or the Olympic trials and then be done.”
But after college, Donahue wasn’t finished. The social
work major said she wanted to help people in the future, but
she said for now swimming was her job.
“It’s funny how it changes, how I’m doing so well and how
much I’m enjoying it,” she said. “It’s still very hard and going
to practices are hard, but it’s more fun than it’s ever been in a
long time—so why would I stop if I’m having fun?”
Though graduated, Donahue continued to train with the
WKU swim team and said she had the same coaches and
teammates as if she were still in college. The Olympian said
her experience with WKU swimming was amazing and that it
was a perfect fit for her.
“One of the reasons why I came to Western was because
it was so team-oriented and it was more of a family
opposed to just people you hang out with,” Donahue said.
“I’ve been swimming here for five years and every year
was something special and something different with each
group. It’s a great team with a lot of good atmosphere
and a lot of good support from everyone.”
In June 2012, eight WKU swimmers made the cut to go
to the USA team trials in Omaha, Neb., she said. Because
there was so much depth on the USA team, only the top
swimmers advanced to the Olympics with only around 28
open spots, Donahue said, adding that it was mostly the top
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two swimmers in each event who moved on.
Donahue knew the competition would be tough, and she
said she was shocked to come out of the water and to see her
qualifying time after she touched the wall.
“You know they say ‘leave it all on the table,’ so I made sure I
left it all in the pool and before I even looked up, I was like ‘I’m
happy with that’,” she said. “At first I was shocked and then I
was excited, and it’s just funny because there’s so many different
emotions going through your head and so many thoughts.”
The swimmer said the first 15 minutes after the trials
were unbelievable, as she had achieved one of her biggest
and longest held goals. And even though she competed
against some of her teammates at the trials, Donahue said
she continued to receive support from her WKU team.
“I got interviewed and after that I saw my coaches and
other teammates, and I didn’t expect it, but a few of my
teammates were crying like way harder than I was,” she
said, adding that later that night she wanted to stick her
head out of the car window to yell ‘I’m an Olympian.’
One of her close teammates, Bowling Green alumnus Nick
Slattery, said Donahue surpassed everyone’s expectations and
that he cried when she made the USA Olympic swim team.
“It’s just exciting to see how hard she trained and to reach
her goals,” he said. “USA swimming is the hardest team to
make in the world.”
Clearly, Donahue rigorously trained for the event, as
Slattery said she trained with the men’s team all four years.
“She was in the same lane right there with us and trained
just as well if not beat me in some,” he said.
WKU Swimming Assistant Coach Danielle Grobmyer said
Donahue had a big chance to go to the Olympics because of her
dedication to practice.
“Claire’s one of those ideal swimmers,” she said. “She’s
always the first one there, does anything she needs to do
to prep, she’s the last one to leave but is still talking about
practice and what to do the next day.”
After making the cut in trials, Donahue and the USA swim
team traveled together to Knoxville, Tenn., then to France for
a week before arriving in London four days before the opening
ceremonies. All the time spent together made the swimmers
really close, she said. Though arriving in London came a month
after the trials, Donahue’s excitement did not wear off.
“I felt like a little kid running around,” she laughed. “I
wanted to see everything, to do everything.”
But the nervous feeling Donahue had when meeting past
Olympians wouldn’t compare to entering the arena before
her first Olympic swim meet. She said as she went up on her
block that her leg was shaking, but Donahue simply did some
exercises and reviewed what she learned, all while waiting for
the buzzer to sound.
“I was more excited I think just to be there and to be able
to compete, and there was pressure because I wanted to
final,” she said.

Before a practice with the WKU swimming
team, Claire Donahue, a Lenoir City, Tenn.
alumna, stretches with her boyfriend Elliott
Lorson, a junior from Acworth, Ga., at Russell
Sims Aquatic Center in September. A few
months prior, Donahue placed eighth in
women’s 100 butterfly and first in the 4x100
medley relay during the 2012 Summer
Olympics in London.
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“I had always dreamed of going to
the Olympics, but I never thought
about getting a gold medal. You
open it up and it’s heavy—that’s the
first thing you think of and you just
want to stare at it all night.”
-Claire Donahue

Claire Donahue, a Lenoir City, Tenn., alumna, looks
over the schedule for the day with members of the
WKU Swimming and Diving team during a team
practice. Donahue continued to practice with the
team after competing and medaling in the 2012
summer Olympics.

Swimming the 100 butterfly individual event and the medley
relay, Donahue said she was simply excited to get into the finals.
“I was extremely happy when I touched [the wall] and my goal
was top eight,” Donahue said, who ended up placing seventh in the
individual race. “But it was a different feeling in the final race in relay
because it’s more of a team feel. It’s not just about you anymore, it’s
about someone else too and that’s why I like relay so much.”
Not only did Donahue beat her personal goal in placing seventh,
but her relay team also took home the gold medal.
“I had always dreamed of going to the Olympics, but I never
thought about getting a gold medal,” she said. “You open it up and
it’s heavy—that’s the first thing you think of and you just want to
stare at it all night.”
She kept her medal handy, Donahue said. When she was not
practicing, she was busy going to different schools and giving speeches.

One thing Donahue said she was always sure to tell students was
that it doesn’t matter where someone was from or what they do,
that it all came down to hard work.
“The hardest part of whatever you do is the most important part to
work hard at,” she explained, “but once you master that or continue
to work on it, that’s the part that makes you better, that’s when you
are most successful and it pushes you over the top.”
Donahue said she was determined to work hard over the next four
years to prepare for the next Olympics in Rio de Janiero, which she
said was her long-term goal.
“We talk about future Olympics consistently,” Grobmyer said. “I
think she’ll definitely be swimming in 2016.”
“There’s so many other short-term goals, like every six months
there’s a big meet or to do well at nationals, at worlds,” Donahue
said. “I always have something to work for, to strive for.”

Story Natalie West
Photography Brittany Sowacke
Design Jacqueline Byrne
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Above Ted Neal, an associate ceramics
professor at Ball State University in
Indiana, watches as Lindsay Oesterritter
mixes bonding cement. “It’s kind of
exciting to have students and professors
come out to help that never would have
otherwise,” Oesterritter said.
Brittany Sowacke
Right Designed to accommodate flames
from burning wood, the inside of the kiln
is rough, similar to sand paper. The kiln
was located on the University Farm.
Hope Lin Hilkert
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On a secluded gravel road, past the
green pastures and grazing cows of the
University Farm, there was an aura of
enthusiasm as students of the ceramics
program dedicated two weekends
to build their own kiln. The project
highlighted the aspect of community that
the ceramics program emanated.
From the planning stages to the
building and in the final product,
community was the thread that
transformed the construction of the kiln
into an impactful experience.
Building the kiln was an endeavor
that Lindsay Oesterritter, an assistant
ceramics professor, initiated upon her
arrival in 2008.
Four years of preparation and it was
finally time.
The members of the small intimate
ceramics program labored side by side
as they stacked bricks and laid mortar.
The sky was dark, brooding with the
threat of rain, but their excitement did
not dwindle.
Taylor Mill junior Rachel Child and
Somerset senior Phillip Claunch rested
beside stacks of cinderblocks as they
waited for Oesterritter to return from a
supply run.
“Lindsay is very do-it-yourself,”
Claunch said.

Child and Claunch both spoke of
Oesterritter in a familiar way, emitting
a sense of kinship that alluded to
the aspect of community within the
ceramics program.
“Lindsay had us make our own clay,
pots, glazes, and now we have made our
own kiln where everything will be fired
in,” Child said.
The gravel crunched as Oesterritter’s
car returned full of supplies. Ted Neil,
a kiln expert from Ball State who
Oesterritter recruited to guide the kiln
building process, was with her as they
walked over to join Child and Claunch
amongst the piles of cinderblock.
“These are the experts,” Claunch said.
“They can tell you everything about
wood-firing.”
Neil began by sitting down with
students and explaining the process
of wood firing and building. After
explaining the steps of building they got
to work, learning as they went.
The first layer of the kiln was built with
cinderblock, followed by two types of
bricks: alumina soft bricks for insulation
and high temper factory bricks. As the
bricks were stacked on top of each other,
it was essential that they were kept level.
Ceraset and sand mortar were used to
keep the bricks even and in place.
continued on page 52
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continued from page 51

The ceramics program had four
electric kilns and one gas kiln on campus.
The kiln built on the farm was called a
train kiln because its body resembled a
train engine. Train kilns were fueled by
wood and embodied historical elements
of firing. The use of a train kiln blended a
contemporary concept with a traditional
element, a quality not received with the
kilns on campus.
“Wood burning kilns are another way
of firing that gives an experience that not
a lot of other students have,” Child said.
The opportunity to use and build a
wood-burning kiln was rare. Students
involved in building the kiln had the
chance to implement their trade in
a different atmosphere. Building a
kiln, that would ultimately fire their
work, added a distinctive dimension
to the program. Neil said the hands
on, immersive process provided an
invaluable opportunity.

“This is the one thing that a lot of
ceramic people don’t have their hands
fully on, because you are putting your
pots in the box, and it is coming out
looking like something,” Oesterritter
said. “So by just building the box you
have a better understanding of why
certain things are happening.”
The process required ceramic students
to work and learn together in order to
make the project successful. The feeling
of community did not end there. Train
kilns had a firing process of 40 to 45
hours. Firing the train kiln meant a
group of students had to keep watch,
chop wood and carry out the extensive
process together.
The break was over and the group began
to discuss the next steps. As they spoke
to one another, Oestrritter’s enthusiasm
was contagious, pulsing out of her words
and into the students, stoking the fire of
a community surrounding ceramics.

Story Allyson Beasecker
Design Julie Washer

Lindsay Oesterritter, a ceramics professor,
explains future steps for the art department’s
first wood-burning kiln to Louisville senior Holly
Thompson, a student in one of Oesterritter’s
classes. “Hopefully we’re moving towards a
larger project with the Folk Studies and Ag
Departments,” Oesterritter said.
Brittany Sowacke
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Newly crowned Homecoming Queen
Murray senior Amy Winkler laughs as
her escort, Madisonville junior Michael
Frederick, attempts to fix her crown
during halftime of the homecoming
game. Winkler represented Alpha
Delta Pi sorority.
Brandon Carter

A week of honoring the past. A
week of embracing the present.
A week of celebrating how WKU
has formed her students.
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Above Greensburg junior Cody
Gupton, a member of Pi Kappa Alpha
fraternity, dashes in to fill his sponge.
Gupton, along with other members of
the Greek community participated in
the Greek Games during Homecoming
week. The games served as a way to
excite members of the community for
the Homecoming game.
Rae Emary
Left WKU’s Block and Bridle Club makes
their way through the Homecoming
parade on Friday, Oct. 19. The parade
began on campus and ended downtown
at Fountain Square Park.
Jake Pope
Opposite Country star Dierks Bentley
serenades the crowd at Diddle Arena
on Oct. 18 during the Homecoming
concert. Dozens of students were
arrested on drinking charges, causing
Bentley to chuckle as he debuted his
new song “Cold Beer.”
Leah Voss
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Above Bowling Green senior Sarah Lowe
walks onto Feix Field with her escort Louisville
senior Michael Bush before the crowning of
the Homecoming Queen during halftime of
the Homecoming game. Lowe represented
Spirit Masters as a queen candidate.
Left Lowe laughs with Bush before walking
onto the field. The Homecoming game ended
a week of events for Lowe which included a
lunch with soldiers and a series of interviews.

“Stand up and cheer! Stand up and cheer for dear
ol’ Western,” echoed through Bowling Green as fists
pumped and towels waved in rhythm to the WKU fight
song. It was time to kick off the annual Homecoming
Parade. American red, white and blue themed floats
covered in tissue paper and creative designs competed
for the most spirited awards. The chants continued in
unison, “For today we raise the red and white above
the rest,” as convertibles lined the streets ready
to chauffeur eager Homecoming candidates. The
sidewalks roared with crowds of students, alumni,
faculty and family as WKU spirit painted the town
red. Bowling Green senior Homecoming Queen
candidate, Sarah Lowe, was filled with enthusiasm as
she represented the WKU Spirit Masters.
For Lowe, waving her Red Towel and cheering at
football games and homecoming parades had always
been a first instinct.
“I’ve always had that Topper spirit running through
my veins, but on the first day of MASTER Plan my
freshman year, I never thought I’d be on a poster around
campus representing WKU as a homecoming candidate,”
said Lowe, smiling. “Being on the homecoming court is
something I’ve never done before.”
Over the course of her four years as a Hilltopper,
Lowe’s love for the university had only grown with
her immense involvement in campus organizations. A
second-year Spirit Master and first-year Vice Chair of
the organization, Lowe was also involved in her sorority,
Alpha Omicron Pi. She held an executive office position,
an overall Greek Week position and she was a member of
the Panhellenic Association executive board.
Russellville senior and sorority sister Priscilla Page
saw firsthand how involved Lowe was.
“She truly embodies the meaning of ‘the spirit makes
the master,’” said Page. “She does and would do anything
to help this university.”
Being an active, dedicated member and leader in both
Spirit Masters and her sorority during the exciting, yet
time consuming events of homecoming week, Lowe said
she would not have it any other way.
“I feel like I get the best of both worlds
incorporating AOPi and Spirit Masters in the same

week,” Lowe said. “I’ve been able to share this
experience with the two things that have shaped me
the most in my college career.”
As the week of Homecoming events came to a close
for the candidates, Lowe stood before the University
alongside 21 other women just as passionate about WKU
as she was. Time stood still at halftime as the scoreboard
read 28-21 with WKU ahead. Walking down the
middle of the field with her escort at half time, Lowe’s
transparent love for the university was evident to the
crowd of cheering Tops fans.
Spirit Master advisor Lucinda Anderson said she was
proud to see five Spirit Master members representing
WKU as Homecoming Queen candidates, three of
whom placed in the award ceremony.
“To be around Sarah when she talks about WKU…It’s
contagious,” Anderson said. “It’s done in such a way that
it spills over to everyone she’s around.”
As the Homecoming Queen crown was presented to
Murray senior Amy Winkler, Lowe celebrated alongside
her friend and fellow Spirit Master.
“President Ransdell refers to the Spirit Masters as a
family,” Anderson said. “I’m sure that Sarah Lowe was the
first to congratulate her, even if she had to break through
everyone else to get there. She’s always excited about
anyone else’s achievements.”
Lowe’s love for the University outshone her.
“The reason I love Homecoming so much is because
you see all stages of the University, past, present and
future come together as one,” she said, reflecting on her
homecoming experience.
With plans to soon attend medical school and pursue
a career in pediatrics, Lowe said her goal was to open a
faith-based practice.
“Knowing that I will always have a family of supporters
at WKU encouraging me is what helps me believe my
dreams can be realities,” Lowe said.
There’s no doubt that Lowe’s friends, sisters and
colleagues at WKU were just as proud of Lowe as she
was to be a Hilltopper.
“Sarah Lowe has Western’s heart and soul,”
Anderson said. “When you’ve got that, nothing can
stand in your way.”

Story Madalyn Wilbanks
Photography Colin Perschbacher
Design Clarke James & Davide Fellini
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On a brisk Friday evening, WKU’s Big Red Marching
Band led the Homecoming parade through the streets
of Bowling Green. Families gathered on sidewalks with
children ready to reach for pieces of candy flung their
way by those walking in the parade. Students cheered
and sang the school’s fight song as the marching band
traipsed by.
Verona senior Ashley Evans, marching band
conductor, stood in front as the face of the band. Her job
during homecoming was to lead the band in spreading
Hilltopper enthusiasm through their music.
The marching band had a vital role in homecoming,
from the parade to the pep rally and ending with the game.
“There is a lot of excitement that builds up during the
week of homecoming,” Evans said.
She sat in a long, locker lined hallway in the Ivan
Wilson Center for Fine Arts reflecting on what would
be her last homecoming if she decided not participate in
band as a fifth-year senior. Students passed and offered
her familiar smiles, illuminating her amiable nature.
“The beginning of the game is the point when I start
getting what I call ‘The Pre-Game jitters’,” Evans said
with a chuckle. “I always get nervous before every game.
Once I get through pre-game, though, I’m always fine.”
Arranged in the middle of the student section at
the Saturday afternoon game stood the 208-member
marching band. Garbed in band uniforms and
instruments varying in shape and size, they acted as the
manifestation of the spirit of the Hill.
Each member of the marching band was individually
pushing for energy so that the whole band collectively
was playing off one another’s enthusiasm.
Evans was responsible for initiating the vivacity.
Dr. Jeff Bright, associate director of bands, chose
Evans for the position of band conductor because of her
ability to lead.
“Conductors set the tone of the band with their
attitudes,” he said. “Evans has the respect of the other
students. She has earned that.”
The band kicked off the game with a crowd
favorite, “Hey Oh.” Heads bobbed, tubas thundered,
the band sang and the crowd followed suit. The
stadium was overflowing with school spirit and
support for the football team.
Homecoming was poignant for the senior who had
been in the marching band since her freshmen year

and had held the position of band conductor for
three years.
“It’s bittersweet knowing that this could be my last
Homecoming if I decide not to do this role next year,”
Evans said. “My parents were at this game, and it could
be the last time they saw me on the podium.”
Evans came from a family that wasn’t musically
inclined thus she was required to learn self-discipline in
music early on. She began participating in band when
she was in middle school and quickly realized that music
was what she wanted to do for the rest of her life.
“I had teachers in high school who pushed me to
always do my best in an ensemble setting and inspired
me to want to do that for the students I could possibly
teach,” Evans said.
Her encounters with impactful teachers did not
end after high school. She chose WKU because of the
professors in the music program.
“Once I stepped on campus I knew this is where I
wanted to go,” Evans said.
One professor in particular, John Cipolla, a professor
in the music deparment, made a significant impression
on Evans.
“Dr. Cipolla was one of the main reasons I wanted to
come here,” she said “He’s fantastic. I wanted to study
under him.”
The music education major played the clarinet,
saxophone, piano, dulcimer and sang. In addition to
playing the role of band conductor, she participated in
wind ensemble, clarinet ensemble and jazz ensemble.
“Ashley is an extremely talented musician. She is
infectious and smiles often, works hard and is persistent,”
Cipolla said. “She is the epitome of what a Western
student should aspire to be.”
Evans had a sincere devotion for the campus and a
desire to see other students be excited to be a Hilltopper.
Homecoming was especially meaningful to her because
of the experiences she had on the Hill.
“When you’re involved in one of the largest spirit
groups on campus, it’s really hard to not get excited
about Homecoming week. All of a sudden the football
team is doing well and you get this incredible energy
at football games and you want everyone to feel like
Hilltopper,” Evans said. “I think getting people to feel
what I and other students feel during Homecoming is
the most special.”

Above Verona senior Ashley Evans watches
the Hilltoppers battle the University of
Louisiana at Monroe Warhawks during the
Homecoming game. Evans, who led the Big
Red Marching Band for three years, was
used to her private view on the podium at
the 50-yard line during football games.
Right Evans jokes with Owensboro junior
Joe Stone, a fellow drum major, during some
down time before the homecoming game.
The day started around 10 a.m. for the
band and did not end until after midnight.
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Cross Country Head Coach Erik Jenkins was accustomed to winning.
As an athlete at WKU in the 1990s, he was a Sun Belt Conference
champion and NCAA qualifier.
He brought that winning mentality with him when he became head
coach in 2008.
As a coach, he led his squads to numerous Sun Belt championships and
sent a school-record of 21 athletes to the outdoor track and field NCAA
Mideast Regional in 2009.
The WKU Cross Country program had proven itself over the years
to be one of the most dominant teams in the Sun Belt Conference. The
women’s track program’s 18 consecutive conference championships from
2006 to 2011 could attest to the standard of excellence the program had.
Entering the 2012 campaign, the men’s and women’s teams both looked
to defend their Sun Belt Conference Championship titles. However, both
teams were dethroned as conference champions.
The men’s team was plagued by injuries and sicknesses as they finished
fifth at the championship meet held at Kereiakes Park in Bowling Green.
Despite being unable to clinch another conference title, Jenkins was pleased
with the effort his team competed with.
“We had to end up relying on two walk-ons because we had some guys
get injured and sick,” Jenkins said. “The young guys really stepped up
knowing they had a lot of adversity ahead of them.”
The women’s team finished third at the championship meet, failing to
win the championship for the first time since 2005.
The future looked bright for the Lady Toppers though, as four of the
team’s five top finishers at the conference championship meet were
true freshmen.
“Lindsey Hinken and Katie Lever are going to be two very good distance
runners in the conference,” Jenkins said. “There is a very good group of
young ladies behind them. They have great attitudes and are willing to
work, so it bodes well for the future.”
Elizabethtown freshman Lever said she thought the team’s youth would
end up being a huge threat to the rest of the conference.
“I am extremely excited for the future because we are a team that has massive
potential for success in later years,” she said. “Our youth is a major advantage
for us, because while runners from other teams are graduating, the majority of
our team will be around for quite a while. We are all blessed with talent, skill,
dedication and fantastic coaches so, I expect big things in the future.”
Story Sam Osborne Design Clarke James

Erlanger freshman Hinken was pained to see WKU fail to bring the
conference title home for an eighth consecutive season, but she said the
team was poised to make a run at the championship again next year.
“It was disappointing not to win the Sun Belt Conference
Championships because we had a pretty strong season overall,” Hinken
said. “My hope is that everyone will return healthy and motivated to
reclaim the conference title.”
Though WKU was unable to bring any conference championship
hardware home this year, the team did have an All-American performer in
Joseph Chebet, a senior from Kamapala, Uganda.
Chebet clinched the Sun Belt Conference Championships in the men’s
8K individual race with a time of 24:46.7. With the win, Chebet became
just the second Hilltopper ever to win an individual crown.
Chebet followed his conference championship performance with an
eighth-place finish at the NCAA Southeast Regional, which was considered
to be the nation’s most difficult region. Chebet became the fifth Hilltopper
from his home country of Uganda to finish in the Top 25 at the Southeast
Regional in the past five years.
Following his top 10 finish at the Southeast Regional, Chebet received
an at-large bid to compete at the NCAA Cross Country Championships.
He capped his impressive senior season with a 35th place finish at the
championship meet, navigating the 10,000 meter course in 29:58.
Though proud of his individual achievements, Chebet said it wouldn’t
have been possible without the help from his teammates and coaches.
“I am very lucky to have my teammates and coaches in training and all
other efforts,” he said.
Jenkins said Chebet’s outstanding season was indicative of the hard
work he put in.
“He had a very fine cross country season,” Jenkins said. “I think some of
our kids have really benefitted from his talent level, but also his willingness
to help his teammates. He gives you the complete package of a student
athlete and teammate.”
Chebet said his All-American honor was something he would cherish,
much like the legacy he would leave at WKU.
“Being an All-American in cross country is a big privilege to me as a
sportsman,” he said. “I am thankful to God for keeping me healthy. The
name I have made for WKU and myself shall remain in records just as
others who (went) before me did.”

August
Belmont University - M 5th / W 5th
September
Commodore Classic - M 10th / W T-12th
Greater Louisville Classic - M 25th / W 7th

62

October
Pre-Nationals - M 19th
Fast Cats Classic - W 1st
Sun Belt Conference Championship- M 5th / W 3rd

Above The WKU women’s Cross Country team
warms up during a practice at Kereiakes Park
on Aug. 29. The women’s team placed fifth at
the first meet of the season on Aug. 31.
Brittany Sowacke
Left Senior Joseph Chebet, from Kamapala,
Uganda, kept one step ahead of University
of University of Louisiana at Monroe senior
Daniel Mutai at the Sun Belt Conference Cross
Country Championships held at Kereiakes
Park in Bowling Green on Oct. 27. In addition
to winning the men’s individual title, Chebet
earned the Most Outstanding Performer and
All-Sun Belt Conference honors.
Danny Guy

November
NCAA Regionals - M 25th / W 18th
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For soldiers that spent months, if not multiple tours,
defending our country, the process of transitioning
from a war zone to civilian life proved to be a
challenge. Some soldiers chose to retire or transition
into a “regular” job. A small population, though, chose
to enroll in school as a means of attempting to start
over. Usually, the life of a solider and the life of a
student were worlds apart. For a select group at WKU,
though, those lives blended together.
Danielle Adams, a senior from Interlaken, N.Y. and
a veteran, boasted the title of president not only for
WKU’s Student Veterans Alliance (SVA), but for the
Student Veterans of America as well. This included 500
SVA chapters nationwide, in addition to satellite clubs
in Europe. In 2010, she joined the newly formed SVA
at WKU. She became the vice president by default,
because she was one of only three members. They
had successfully increased membership, filled several
leadership positions and held consistent monthly
meetings since Adams joined.
“We help student veterans transition into college,”
Adams said. “Five percent of WKU’s student
population are veterans and it’s important that they
get to know each other.”
Adams explained that because veterans were
accustomed to living in such a starkly different
environment, it could be very difficult for them to
assimilate into campus life. It even came as a “culture
shock” to some.
“It is common for veterans not to have the confidence
to make it through college,” Tonya Archey, a veteran and
the director of Military Student Services said. “We give
them the confidence and tools they need.”
Building relationships between students and veterans
was a main focus of SVA.
“I joined SVA to meet other student veterans, hear
their stories, and get to know them,” Kent Johnson, a
junior from Columbia, Tenn., said.
“We’re veterans supporting veterans,” Archey said.
“We’re a brotherhood and a sisterhood; we look out
for each other.”
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SVA held special events on campus and in the
Bowling Green community to raise awareness about
student veterans. They hosted a Sept. 11 Heroes Run
and a Welcome Back Barbeque. They also worked with
a downtown employment office to set up a job fair
exclusively for veterans.
“It’s hard to find a balance between meetings and
events,” Adams said. “Getting the word out is our
biggest challenge.”
In November, SVA coordinated the first annual
Veterans Outreach Week to promote their
organization’s cause on campus. Throughout the week,
students were given different opportunities to meet
and mingle with student veterans.
“We haven’t identified all student and staff veterans,”
Archey said. “We try to reach out to them through
campus events, banners and tables in Centennial Mall
and radio and PBS spots.”
Adams said she joined SVA in order to impact the
campus community. She wanted to use her membership
as a vehicle to tell people her story.
“My position gives me a reason to talk about [my
time in the military],” Adams said. “Bowling Green does
not actively show concern, but it should be everyone’s
responsibility to help.”
While SVA members wanted to see new programs
develop, Adams said that they made enormous progress
in just three short years. In the future, they hoped to
set up a veteran-specific orientation, assisting veterans
in finding childcare and parking. The alternatives,
programs like MASTER Plan, were geared only
towards incoming freshmen.
“Western is doing a lot of amazing things for veterans,”
Adams said. “President Ransdell is very supportive.”
Ultimately, the Student Veterans Alliance achieved
what it set out to do—establish connections between
student veterans and traditions on campus and in the
community.
“There are great students in the club,” Archey said.
“I try to support them in any way I can—even if that’s
just encouragement.”

Above Danielle Adams, a senior from
Interlaken, N.Y., watches a YouTube video
with her fellow sorority sisters Paducah
senior Ali Hardin and Alvaton junior Katie
Westberry. Adams had been a member of
Sigma Kappa sorority for three years.
Top Adams sets up a game of pool at the
Bowling Green VFW post. Adams regularly
visited the post to attend meetings and talk
with fellow veterans.
Left Adams’s combat boots lie next to her
green stilettos in her downtown apartment.
Adams dedicated much of her time at WKU
to helping veterans transition into college life.
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Living thousands of miles away from home may have seemed
unbearable to some, but many international students at WKU lived
that reality every day. Simple items with sentimental value was the
difference between feeling homesick and feeling at home.

It was said that a specific scent could stir up a memory; it could take someone back in time in an instant. For Ali Abdulrheem, an
international student at WKU, a scent was what reminded him of his home, even though he was over 6,000 miles away. When
he wanted to feel as if he were with his family in his native country Kuwait Abdulrheem would burn Bukhoor, an insence flavor,
in his room. Abdulrheem said Bukhoor was “an original, organic type of incense” that his mother would burn when expecting
guests, or during special events like weddings and holidays. Despite the fact that Abdulrheem rarely enjoyed the smell of
Bukhoor while he was growing up, he said that “now it gives a sense of comfort…a little piece of home.” When he felt especially
homesick, Abdulrheem said that he would burn some Bukhoor, close his eyes and sit, while reminiscing of life in Kuwait.
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Though it may have been slightly ironic, Khanh Doan had something from America that reminded her of her home country,
Vietnam. When she was younger and living in Vietnam, her father presented her with a 2-dollar bill from the United States.
Now, six years later, Doan still carried the 2-dollar bill with her at all times. “It represents that my father is always with me, no
matter where I go,” Doan said. Doan did not go home too often so that she would adapt to life in America on her own, but it
came with a cost. Homesickness for her was not a rare occurrence. Before she left Vietnam to study at WKU, Doan’s friends
wrote her letters and made her crafts to wish her luck. With these and her father’s 2-dollar bill, Doan had some comfort of
home always at her fingertips.
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From the time she was born until she left Sao Paulo, Brazil, for school in the United States, junior Victoria Francino had a dream
catcher in her room. However, during her first two years at college, her new room lacked the one thing that reminded her
so much of home. Then her mother bought her a dream catcher, the one decoration that made her room complete. Francino
described it as “vibrant and colorful...representing the life [she] had in Brazil” and that was recreated in her own dorm room.
Francino was involved on campus as an advertising major and as part of the swim team, but that didn’t mean that she didn’t get
homesick every once in a while. By going to her room after a long swim practice and seeing the dream catcher her mother gave
to her, Francino was reminded of where she came from and that she could always count on home.
Story Elyssa Carmony
Photography Sarah Keene
Design Julie Washer
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Dan Murph, a songwriter from
Nashville, stands in The Instruments
of American Excellence Exhibit in the
Kentucky Museum. Over two years
ago, Murph approached President
Ransdell with his idea to create an
exhibit that showcased tools and
instruments famous Americans used to
achieve their goals and he worked with
WKU to make his vision a reality.
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At first glance, you might not have thought
anything of a dented hammer covered in nicks
and well-worn grooves in its light splintered
wood. It could have been any old hammer, having
spent its days building various projects and then
being cast to the side. However, this was a special
hammer, and it was on display at the museum in
the Kentucky Building as part of the “Instruments
of American Excellence” exhibit.
This particular instrument of excellence was
used by former President Jimmy Carter to build
houses for Habitat for Humanity. The hammer
that had Carter’s name written on it in black ink
forever changed what was expected of presidents
after he left office and set a higher standard than
simply churning out autobiographies.
The idea first came about two years ago
when Dan Murph moved to Bowling Green
from Nashville. Murph was a country music
songwriter who had written songs such as “The
Choice” and collaborated with the likes of Keith
Urban and Reba McIntire. Even though he had
no ties to the university, he believed WKU
would be the perfect platform for his idea.
Murph approached President Gary Ransdell
about opening an exhibit displaying the ordinary
tools by which Americans have achieved
extraordinary accomplishments. Ransdell agreed
to the idea, and Murph was granted a license to
start collecting. A student acquisition committee
was also organized to aid the museum in gaining
new artifacts.
This idea of projecting the ordinary to the
extraordinary spread, and many items were
automatically donated. The exhibit, which
opened on Sept. 18, boasted over 200 donated
items from all areas of human greatness including
sports, politics, education, geology, art, history
and nearly every other area.
The exhibit attracted national attention from
NBC, The Huffington Post and many major
newspapers across the country.
Murph said that the items were “not your
grandmother’s stuff,” and he expressed how
amazing it was that famous contributors to society
were willing to donate an important piece of
history to a campus they had never stepped foot
on. Each item was acquired with much “finagling”
and conversations with various important figures,
according to Murph.
“The great thing about this collection is that it
will continue to evolve and grow,” Murph said.

“The main purpose of this whole thing is to
educate and inspire.”
Murph’s personal favorite item was a pair of
dingy white, plain tennis shoes paired with a signed
copy of “To Kill a Mockingbird.” They belonged to
Rafe Esquith, a Disney National teacher.
“I was confused at first when I opened the box,
but Rafe sent the shoes because he did not have a
desk, and he believed that teachers should always
be on their feet helping students,” Murph said.
“That is pretty amazing.”
Tim Broekema, an associate professor of
photojournalism and new media, donated
several items to the exhibit. The Pulitzer Prizewinning photojournalist added a negative
loop, a proportion wheel and a pica pole to the
exhibit. Each item was no longer used in the
photojournalism industry since everything had
become digitalized. The pica pole, which was a
ruler that was used when designing a newspaper
page, once belonged to former Editor-in-Chief of
the College Heights Herald, Jonathan Newton.
“It was a gift from a former editor which I
thought was fun,” Broekema said.
Broekema thought the idea for the museum
was wonderful. Even though he felt he did not
belong among the group of people whose items
were displayed, Broekema said it was an honor
in so many ways.
Among other items in the exhibit were Helen
Keller’s Braille bible, the microphone used by Jay
Leno on The Tonight Show to conduct interviews,
the first Dip-N-Dots maker equipment, the
underwater camera that first revealed the great
ship Titanic, the microphone that was used by
Elvis Presley and Johnny Cash to record hit songs
and one of Tony Hawk’s first skateboards. Each
were tangible objects that represented various
American dreams that turned into reality.
“This special exhibit has earned the museum
the most attention it’s gotten in 80 years,”
Tim Mullins, the director of the Kentucky
Museum and Library, said. “It is a wonderful
opportunity to have it occupy this museum on
a permanent basis.”
Since the museum lacked a large staff, it often
took awhile to change out exhibits. The large
room on the third floor of the building sat mostly
empty until the addition of the “Instruments of
American Excellence” joined its ranks.
Murph said he hoped that when people walked
through the exhibit, it would broaden their horizons.
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“The driver of the drunk bus is playing
party tunes to get us hyped,” Taylor
Maurer, a sophomore from Newburgh,
Ind., shouted.
It was ten o’clock on a Friday night
aboard the Purple Line bus.
Students yelled “99 Bottles of Beer
on the Wall” to the tune of Rihanna’s
“Rude Boy.”
The bus glowed with anticipation of
the Friday night plans that were ahead.
Excitement rang through the air as a
group of ladies discussed their outfits
and where the night may lead them. A
student in the front of the bus began
doing pull-ups on an overhead bar.
Another cluster of students enjoyed the
free entertainment offered by a group of
stumbling and raucous college men.
This was a scene commonly witnessed
on the Purple Line, a bus that shuttled
students from campus and surrounding
apartments to downtown Bowling
Green between 10 p.m. and 2 a.m.
Thursday through Saturday nights.
The Purple Line, formally known as
the Safe Ride Service and informally
the drunk bus, gave students a mode of
free and safe transportation when they
participated in weekend activities that
involved alcohol.
The program aimed to decrease the
number of drunk drivers.
Louisville sophomore Bobby Harrison
and a myriad of others took advantage of
the drunk bus as a safe alternative.

“If the Safe Ride Service was not
offered, I would most likely drink and
drive,” Harrison said.
The service gave students options.
It eliminated fretting over how to
make it home safely while offering a
fun atmosphere that was inherently
distinctive to the college experience.
Hawesville senior Sara Adkins was a
regular on the Purple Line.
“I feel so much safer because of the Safe
Ride Service,” Adkins said as a group of
guys began chanting, “Take it off!”
“Plus, the bus is always a good time,”
Adkins said.
The Safe Ride Service was a vision the
Student Government Association that
turned into a reality.
They worked with Parking and
Transportation Services and created a
fixed-route transit service that would
meet the needs of the students. In
addition to initiating the service, SGA
provided half of the funds for the route.
“The Safe Ride Service is good for
the students and for the community. It
has been received with a lot of praise,”
Stephen Rowland, the Transportation
Manager at Parking and Transportation
Services, said.
The bus began to empty as it dropped
students off at the bars.
“It’s empty now,” Harrison said. “But
at 2 a.m. when the bars close, there will
be no where to sit.” And with that, he
was off to find some weekend fun.
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A WKU student makes her way up to the front of
the bus to ask where the next stop is, while riding
on the Purple Line, which was often referred to
by students as the Drunk Bus. The Purple Line,
sponsored by Student Government Association,
was created to prevent students from driving
impaired while providing a way back to campus
and select other places in Bowling Green.
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Above The Purple Line, also known as the
Drunk Bus, picks up WKU students outside
of Hilligan’s Sports Bar and Grill in Bowling
Green around 1:30 a.m. on a Thursday night.
After a three year hiatus, The Safe Ride
program was reinstated this year.
Opposite Top Bowling Green native and
former WKU student Quinten Haynie drives
the Drunk Bus through downtown on the
Purple Line route. “It gets really loud in here
sometimes,” Quinten said, “Sometimes they
start dancing and singing.”
Opposite Bottom Elizabethtown sophomore
Amy Greenwell and Frankfort freshman
DeAndre Griffin make conversation while
riding the Purple Line. “It’s always a good
time on the Drunk Bus,” Griffin said.
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James ‘The Don’ Kemp was a man of many talents.
Kemp, a Nashville sophomore and broadcasting major, owned and
operated a hot dog stand in his hometown on the weekends. He was an
avid silver collector and a YouTube channel creator, but those were not
even his most adored characteristics.
More than just a man of many talents, Kemp was a man of many voices.
He was a puppeteer and voice actor long before he came to WKU. He
discovered his talent for voices at a young age by recreating the voices of
cartoon characters. He first became interested in puppetry while watching
the “Muppet Movie” at a friend’s house when he was 12 years old.
“I couldn’t believe that someone could bring an inanimate object to
life like that and make me care about it and feel what it feels,” Kemp
said. “I was so enamored.”
In addition to having a talent for voices, Kemp made his own puppets,
too. When he was 13-years-old, his parents grounded him and took
away his TV, computer and the puppets he had purchased. As a result,
Kemp constructed his first puppet out of socks. Over the years, his
puppets have grown into much more intricate creations.
“They’re built of a foam-rubber under structure, and they’re covered
with various types of fleece or fur,” Kemp said. He said each puppet
took around 40 hours of work. They were used for hand-rod puppetry,
which meant that the head of the puppet was controlled with the hand,
and the puppet’s hands were typically controlled with rods that were
attached to the puppeteer’s wrists.
“I do custom work on the side,” Kemp said. “I have shipped puppets to
Germany, Israel, places in South America and across the United States.”
He created more than 30 puppets, including a fence post puppet,
Kermit the Frog replicas and a self-portrait puppet. Of all his puppets,
his favorite was “Steve the Alien.”
“I love him so much because I spent so long trying to develop his
character,” Kemp said.
His roommate, Louisville sophomore Evan Kraus, had a different
favorite puppet.
“He made me a puppet last year,” Kraus said, talking about his puppet
of an old Mario character named Geno. “That’s probably one of the
coolest things that I own.”
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Kraus and other third-floor residents of Minton Hall referred to
Kemp as “The Don.” Rarely at WKU was he ever called by his name,
James.
“When I first moved in MASTER Plan week, they saw the name
Glendon on my door because that was my roommate’s name,” Kemp
said. “But he hadn’t come in yet, and they didn’t know if I was James
or Glendon.”
His Resident Assistant Tony Thon, a Vine Grove junior, said “He was
so interesting we just assumed he was the guy with the more interesting
name. So we were like ‘sup Don.’”
The name, though originally a mistake, stuck and Kemp became “The
Don” of Minton.
“The Don” worked to showcase his talents in many ways. He did
voice acting and created puppets for commercials. He performed at his
local library, in stage productions and in an impression show in his high
school talent show. Kemp also created aYouTube channel, Kermit3001,
that had over half-a-million views.
Among the Minton residents, “The Don” was often known by his
many impressions.
“The Don has always got an impersonation for every situation,” Kraus
said.
Kemp could do impressions of Shaggy Rogers from Scooby Doo,
Kermit the Frog, Mark Hamill’s Joker, Optimus Prime, Batman, a
boxing announcer, Popeye and almost every Family Guy character.
“Just rooming with him is cool because he is just, the most interesting
man in the world,” Kruas said. “Everyday brings something new and
funny into my life.”
Kemp’s R.A. shared a similar feeling.
“If you are going to do something weird do it right,” Thon said. “And
he does it super right.”
For Kemp, a love of voice-acting and puppetry was his primary drive
and motivation. Kemp said he loved the versatility and challenges that
were presented to him in his trade.
“You can play so many different characters all within the confines of
the same project, or show, and people never have to know it is the same
person,” Kemp said.

Nashville sophomore James Kemp
began making puppets at the age
of 14 and has since made almost
50 puppets. Kemp found success as
a voice actor for local commercials
and children’s performances.
Opposite: “Steve the Alien” is
one of almost 50 puppets Kemp
has made. Kemp said of all his
puppets, Steve was his favorite.
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Above While accompanying students
campaigning in Ohio, Political Science
Department Head Saundra Ardrey reads
a newspaper at the Democratic campaign
headquarters in Cincinnati. Students in
Ardrey’s Political Campaign Management
course received instructions in the
headquarters before campaigning for
President Obama in Cincinnati neighborhoods.
Brittany Sowacke
Right Taylorsville sophomore Chase
Thomas attempts to speak with a Cincinnati
resident who is less than enthused with his
presence on her doorstep. “They usually want
to slam the door in your face until they
see the Romney sticker,” Thomas said.
Danny Guy
Opposite Louisville junior Miles Morton hoists
an Obama sign high above his head while
in line with fellow Democratic students at the
Republican rally in West Chester, Ohio. The
group protested the rally and brought signs by
hiding them under their jackets.
Danny Guy
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Before Hilary Harlan became involved with Lesbian, Gay
Bisexual and Transsexual (LGBT) affairs, she had to realize
where she stood on the subject.
“I knew I wasn’t attracted to boys,” she said. “I can look
back at my middle school diaries and I can see…I wrote,
‘Today Stephanie asked me who I had a crush on and I lied,’
or ‘I really like Angelina Jolie but everybody says Brad Pitt is
hot. I don’t understand what is happening.’”
So, in the spring of 2012, Harlan came out after years of
wondering who she really was.
Harlan compared the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transsexual, or LGBT, fight for the right to marriage to the
plight of women’s suffrage in the 1920s.
“Groups debate (whether gay marriage should be) at the
state or constitutional level,” she said.
Harlan, an Alvaton junior, was politically involved in
2008 and supported then-Senator Barack Obama’s journey
for the presidency and kept her support going during his
re-election campaign in 2012.
“When Obama came out for gay marriage last spring I was
like, ‘Huzzah,’” she said. “That’s kind of a big deal.”
In 2004, when the issue of gay marriage became a part
of the ballot, Harlan said she initially took the side of her
father, as most kids did in middle school, and agreed that gay
marriage should be constitutionally banned.
But throughout high school, Harlan became more aware of
who she was and what her beliefs were, and she became more
actively involved with those beliefs.
In 2012, Harlan decided to again support President Barack
Obama’s re-election campaign. Harlan, who was involved
in the Gender and Women’s Studies Program at WKU, also
wrote for the Coalition for Gender and Racial Equality’s
magazine, The Coalition Zine, which included pieces about
the election and how each candidate would ultimately affect
the lives of the LGBT community.
For Harlan, the 2012 election was also of significant
importance because four states voted on gay marriage laws.
Washington, Maryland and Maine all approved gay
marriage laws and Minnesota rejected a bill that would have
banned same-sex marriage.
While Harlan was excited by the prospect, she also
found it frustrating.
“Why does a straight person (in particular, the
president) decide what a gay or lesbian person would
Story Lindsey Kriz
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want, or a trans person,” she said. “If one person in the
U.S. wants to get married, they should not have that
right taken away from them.”
Harlan missed some of the election coverage on Election
Day, Nov. 6, because she was reading with female inmates
at the Warren County Jail.
Each week, Harlan hosted a book club for women at
the jail.
She said that her interaction with those women taught her
not to judge people by their experiences and lifestyle.
Bowling Green junior Codi Huston met Harlan in
middle school and said he noticed her views change since
then. He said that her political views all aligned with
equality for all people.
“We believe the same things,” he said. “But she’s out
there pursuing it.”
Huston said that Harlan influenced people in such a way
that she made people feel good about who they were.
“There’s someone out there who wants you to be who you
are,” he said of Harlan.
Another friend of Harlan’s, Leah Railey, a junior from
Winston, Ga., said she met Harlan fall semester of her
freshman year because they had a friend in common who was
also involved with feminist activism.
Railey said both women were involved with the Coalition
for Gender and Racial Equality.
“She’s really trying to tell people about women and LGBT
issues,” she said. “And we really looked at these things and at
who is best (for the election).”
In October, Railey and Harlan went to Danville for the Vice
Presidential debate, where Railey noticed how well Harlan
put LGBT issues out in the open.
“When we were in Danville she was one of five people who
had LGBT signs,” she said. “Her courage is really large. LGBT
isn’t talked a lot about in Kentucky, but it’s needed.”
However, Railey said that LGBT issues need to be
widespread, and that Harlan was helping in that effort.
On Election Night, Harlan returned home and
discovered that Obama had been reelected. In particular,
she and Railey were excited because multiple women were
elected into the United States Senate. One of the women,
Tammy Baldwin, a Democratic senator from Wisconsin,
was an open lesbian—which was certainly progress
towards Harlan’s goal of human equality.

Alvaton junior Hilary Harlan is a member of WKU's
Student Identity Outreach organization, which
strives to provide safe, confidential social services
for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, questioning,
straight and intersected students. "It's a good place
to go if you're feeling uncomfortable with your
sexuality," Harland said. "It's a nice place to go
and meet people who are a lot like you."
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Women made up the majority of students on college
campuses during the 2012 election and they all held different
views. These women were particularly important during
the election and many voted with their health, rights and
protection of their bodies in mind. Women were a priority
for both candidates, President Barack Obama and Republican
candidate Mitt Romney. In more ways than one, this election
was a turning point for women.
“When people hear the term ‘women’s health,’ they
automatically think of abortion,” Leigh Gaskin said.
Gaskin, a graduate assistant in the gender and women’s
studies department and a Starkville, Miss., native, was
referring to the stigma surrounding the topic of women’s
rights, which was intensely debated throughout the entire
campaign season.
Women’s health was a concern not only for abortion
legislation, but also for access to birth control, proper prenatal doctor’s visits and the mental health of moms-to-be.
Women turned out in larger numbers than ever before to
vote and had a great impact on the election returns. Single
women and women of color were heavily targeted throughout
campaigns and they were among the largest group to vote in
the election.
The nation was almost equally divided between Romney and
President Obama. And though the pendulum of public opinion
would sometimes sway in favor of one, for the majority of the
election season nobody could call a winner. Many Americans
did not fully believe in all the platforms of each candidate, so it
was up to them to examine individual views on hot topics. The
topic of what would happen with the future care of women’s
health weighed heavily on many minds.
Vine Grove junior Angelica Soto believed that if the future
president did not consider women’s best interests, it would
be like restricting her own rights.
“It was hard to decide on which candidate to vote for,”
Soto said. “It wouldn’t sit well with me to have a president
in office who, through his policy changes, would effectively
make me a second-class citizen.”
Some women favored women’s health being covered
under the umbrella of President Obama’s Affordable Care
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Act, while others weren’t sure about the future of Planned
Parenthood, a nonprofit organization that advocated for
women’s health rights.
Soto expressed how detrimental defunding this
organization would be since a large population of women
used their services.
Some women, including Gaskin, hoped for a president
that would incorporate a more comprehensive sex education
course into the American school systems.
“People need to understand that the link between access
to birth control affects abortion rates,” Gaskin said. “A future
could exist where a debate over abortion isn’t needed if
access was increased.”
Others believed the government should have no say with
what one does with their body, including Melissa Cary, an
instructor in the Geography and Geology department, who
advocated for personal choice with women’s health.
“It’s not my place to make a decision for someone else
through my vote,” Cary said. “I believe it should be a personal
choice as to how to take care of your own health.”
Whatever their stance was, most women agreed that they
had a unique perspective to offer in this election. Gaskin
said women have been traditionally underrepresented in
past political elections and she supported the possibility of a
woman president in the future.
“As a single mother of a 5-year-old daughter, I have a
connection to future generations through her,” Gaskin said.
“How I vote now is going to affect her.”
Gaskin also believed that women had more opportunities
to be actively involved in politics.
Candy Crowley was the first female moderator for a
presidential debate in over twenty years, and more women
than ever before were elected to serve in the Senate and
House of Representatives.
Neither Soto, Gaskin, nor Cary downplayed men’s role in
politics, however. They each believed that women’s health
issues and legislation affected the country as whole and was
the responsibility of everyone.
“We forget that women’s health issues are really men’s
issues too. It affects us all,” Gaskin said.
Bowling Green graduate assistant Leigh
Gaskin pauses between classes in the
Women's Studies office library. Gaskin,
a graduate student, found inspiration in
feminist authors such as Bell Hooks.
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Student debt: the elephant in the room, the necessary evil
that college students all over the country found themselves
relying upon, the vulturine trap that would ultimately
become a crippling effect on life post college.
It was a catch-22. Students had to go to college and
often graduate school in order to obtain a stable job.
School was expensive so students borrowed money to pay
for higher education.
Twenty million Americans attended college every year. Out
of those 20 million, 12 million—or 60 percent—relied on
student loans to pay for their education. Today, there are 37
million individuals with outstanding student loan debt. The
issue was grave, the solutions were slim, and the outcome of
the dilemma would play a significant role in the future.
Due to unavoidable circumstances, Fort Knox senior
Austin Wingate became part of the 60 percent of students
that turned to student loans.
The political science major received a full tuition
scholarship to WKU in 2009 for the Reserve Officers’
Training Corps (ROTC). Having grown up with a father in
the military, ROTC was second nature to him.
“I wanted to do ROTC because I had an overwhelming love
for our military and wanted to serve our country,” Wingate said.
However, he never thought he would be required to
succumb to debt in order to pay for his education.
In 2010, Wingate discovered a lump on his left hip.
After undergoing multiple tests, he was diagnosed with
nonmelanoma skin cancer. The diagnosis was astonishing to
the physically fit 20-year-old.
Wingate underwent surgery to remove the cancer, which
was successful. Although he was cancer-free, Wingate was in
tremendous pain when he returned to school.
“I couldn’t walk. To get in and out of bed was a struggle
because of the utter pain I was in from the cancer and
surgery,” Wingate said.
The cancer, surgery and post-surgery medication had a
deteriorating effect on Wingate’s health. He could no longer
meet the physical requirements that were necessary to be a
part of ROTC and thus was disqualified from the program.
This meant he could no longer rely on ROTC scholarship
money to pay for his education. Wingate had no choice but to
take out $20,000 in student loans.
After winning the battle with cancer, he then was heaved
into a battle with student debt.
“It was a bit of a shock and at the same time I was angry and
sad. Cancer was something that I didn’t choose,” Wingate said,
his demeanor showed no trace of anger or sadness but only
optimism. “It was something that happened to me that I had no
control over. I hold no ill feelings towards the ROTC program.”
Wingate remained positive through the entire situation.
Amidst the cancer, giving up an activity that he was passionate
about and having to enter into debt, his determination never

wavered. Friends like Louisville senior Brittany Carter
remained with him through it all.
“He relied on his faith, his family and his friends. He could
have easily been bitter, but he kept an optimistic attitude,”
Carter said. “I commend him for being so courageous.”
The election had a direct correlation to the future of Wingate
and many others. It was not about religion or race, but about
policies and what they meant to the prospects of students.
Each presidential candidate acknowledged that paying for
higher education was a vital issue during their campaigns.
According to his education plan, A Chance for Every
Child, Mitt Romney, the former Governor of Massachusetts
and Republican Presidential Canidate, sought to simplify
financial aid by eliminating programs deemed inefficient,
duplicative or ineffective. One of these programs was the Pell
Grant, a federal funded grant that assists many students. The
majority of his plan revolved around reducing the amount of
government money spent on education.
President Barack Obama outlined in his 2013 Budget
Request to maintain the Pell Grant and to provide more
opportunities similar to the grant. He wanted to keep interest
rates on federal loans low and see to it that students could
easily obtain higher education.
Political science professor, Scott Lasley, thought that
neither candidate offered a solution to the problem.
“Certainly President Obama’s plan to cap student interest
had greater appeal to students that were in loan debt,” Lasley
said. “I’m not sure if either candidate had a clear plan for that.
Lowering the student loan interest rate offers some relief, but
students come in and take out too much debt, that’s the problem.”
Wingate voted for Barack Obama in 2008. After studying
policies and watching the debates, he decided to vote for the
incumbent President Obama once again.
“Barack Obama’s plan is a plan that I believe benefits
students at institutions like this one,” Wingate said. “His
education policy and his debt release plan for the average
American student is important.”
If Romney won the election, Wingate said he would have
a difficult time endeavoring to pay for his future education.
Wingate believed that Romney’s plan would greatly
decrease the amount of money he would be rewarded and
increase interest rates.
Despite the hurdles the election of Romney into office
would cause, Wingate did not let it deter him from obtaining
higher education. He believed that education was vital in the
future of America and nothing should keep students from
seeking higher education.
The passionate senior hoped to be a politician one day. His
ardor for politics and the tenacity he displayed in hardships
was a good start.
“I want to help people who went through things like I
did,” Wingate said.

After receiving a full tuition ROTC
scholarship to WKU, Fort Knox senior
Austin Wingate was diagnosed with
skin cancer during his junior year,
and had to leave the ROTC program.
Because of his situation, Wingate had
to take on the burden of student
loans during his senior year.
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Above Satara Bradley, 12, of Bowling Green
waits for the students at the Graham Public
Library to quiet down before reading the
presidential candidates’ stances on an issue.
Students, grades 6-12, were presented with
candidates’ stances on each debate issue and
were asked to cast their vote for their candidate
during a mock election on Nov. 6.
Sammy Jo Hester
Right The Republican Party of Warren County
Headquarters sells Mitt Romney and Paul Ryan
pins prior to Election day. Though Kentucky, as
a state, voted for the Romney and Ryan team,
President Obama was ultimately reelected.
Justin Philalack
Opposite Madisonville sophomore Ashleigh
Foster laughs with friends after voting. Foster
voted in her first presidential election at W.R.
McNeil Elementary School in Bowling Green.
Mike Rivera
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Thompkinsville native Jeff Mink stands
outside of the 13th Street Club in
Bowling Green during the final hours
of voting on Election Day. The 13th
Street Club was one of several polling
locations in Warren County.
Ian Maule
92

Election 93

Above Regina Webb of Bowling Green, Republican
candidate for 20th district state representative, sits
with her husband Brent Webb while waiting for results
Tuesday, Nov. 6, at her home surrounded by family and
friends. Webb ultimately lost to State Representative
Jody Richards.
Jabin Botsford
Opposite Top WKU students gather and cheer outside
of Pearce-Ford Tower after President Barack Obama
won the 2012 presidential election. The scene was
reminiscent of President Obama’s victory in 2008.
Demetrius Freeman
Opposite Bottom Voters react to President Obama
winning the state of Pennsylvania at the Warren County
Democratic Party headquarters in Bowling Green on
Election night. Obama was declared the winner of the
presidential election an hour later.
Austin Anthony
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Middle hitter Heather Boyan, a
sophomore from Munster, Ind.,
returns a hit from the Ohio State
Buckeyes at Diddle Arena Sept. 8.
WKU ultimately lost to Ohio State.

Travis Hudson walked into his team’s locker room at Maples Pavilion to find
his players utterly devastated.
The head coach’s Lady Topper volleyball team had just dropped a 3-0 game
to the No. 2 Stanford University Cardinal.
The loss put a close to the team’s storybook season and successfully thwarted
any chances of advancing to the second weekend of the NCAA Tournament for
the first time in program history.
Few thought WKU would be competitive against one of the most dominant
schools in women’s volleyball. The Lady Toppers expected to win.
And why wouldn’t they have? WKU had won 25-straight matches, including
the program’s first win in the NCAA Tournament against Loyola-Marymount
University prior to their second-round game with Stanford.
Despite traveling over 2,000 miles for the opening round match-up and
being seeded lower than anticipated, the Lady Toppers met their match against
the Cardinal with the same tenacious attitude they had approached their
previous 36 games.
The Lady Toppers fell short in the feat of upsetting the Cardinal, but in the
process took the volleyball program to another level.
Hudson watched the program transform from a relatively unknown team in
college volleyball to a bona fide national contender during his 18-year reign as
head coach.
“There was a time when it was unthinkable to be able to compete with a
team like Stanford,” he said. “Our kids were devastated because they knew if
we played well enough, we had the chance to beat them. I think it just says a
lot about where our program is right now and hopefully sets a tone for where
we are still to go.”
continued on page 97

August
University of Louisville - L
Penn State - L
Morehead State University - W
Austin Peay State University - W
Virginia Tech - W
September
University of Delaware - W
Lehigh University - W
University of Cincinnati - W
Tennessee Tech University - W
Dayton University - W
The Ohio State University - L
Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis - W
Lipscomb University - W
Duke University - W
University of Michigan - W
Eastern Michigan University - W
Belmont University - W
Troy University - W
University of South Alabama - W
University of Louisiana at Lafayette - W
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October
Middle Tennessee State University - W
University of North Texas - W
University of Louisiana at Monroe - W
Florida International University - W
Florida Atlantic University - W
Arkansas State University - W
University of Arkansas at Little Rock - W
FIU - W
FAU - W
November
Troy University - W
University of South Alabama - W
MTSU - W
FIU - W
Arkansas State University - W
University of North Texas - W
Loyola Marymount University - W
December
Stanford University - L
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Right Setter Melanie
Stutsman, a junior from
Floyds Knobs, Ind., bumps
the ball against Ohio
University during the annual
WKU Tournament on Sept.
8. At the end of the season,
Stustman was named to the
All-American team for the
third consecutive year.
Below Head Coach Travis
Hudson talks with his team
during a time out against
Ohio State on Sept. 28.
Hudson was named 2012
Sun Belt Conference Coach
of the Year and was one of
eight finalists for national
coach of the year.
Opposite The Lady Topper
volleyball team celebrates
after scoring a point
against the Ohio State at
Diddle Arena on Sept. 8.
WKU hosted the two-day
tournament.

continued from page 95

For Louisville senior Sarah Rogers, finishing her career with a win in the NCAA
Tournament brought all the tireless effort over her four-year career to fruition.
“It feels great knowing that all the hard work we put in over the years
has made such an impact on this program,” she said. “It is such a great
feeling knowing that this team, this group of girls and staff, left a mark on
WKU volleyball. When you invest so much time, hard work and love into
something so important, you only ask that something good will come of it,
and I believe this year showed that it certainly has.”
It was a milestone moment for Hudson when he got his first win in the
NCAA Tournament as a head coach, especially considering how far the
program had come since his first season in 1995.
“We were 298th in the country in the final RPI rankings my first year,”
Hudson said. “To me, it’s something that I want everyone who’s ever had
a hand on this program to take pride in and I think that’s happening and
that’s really rewarding. There’s been so many great kids come through this
program and pour their heart into it for four years and help us continue to
take steps forward and do things that no one else thought was possible here
in the sport of women’s volleyball.”
In addition to nabbing his first NCAA Tournament win, Hudson was also
named the AVCA South Region Coach of the Year in 2012.
Hudson was humbled by the honor, but said it wouldn’t have been possible
without the hard work the Lady Toppers put in over the past years.
“There are so many more coaches who are more gifted than I am,” Hudson

said. “But I like to think there aren’t any others who work as hard as I do.
And I know there aren’t many who care about their kids more than I do. It’s
an honor, but it is something that every kid that’s ever been invested in our
program has had a hand in.”
The 2012 season was a record-breaking affair for WKU.
The Lady Toppers steamrolled through their Sun Belt competition,
dropping only a single set in 18 conference games. Their 25-straight wins
broke the school record for consecutive victories.
WKU tied the school-record for wins at 33 and spent a school-record
10-weeks ranked in the AVCA Top 25. All four of their losses came to teams
ranked in the Top 25.
Their final ranking of No. 17 in the Top 25 was the highest ranking in
school history.
The team only lost two seniors from this year’s squad, but that included
two-time All-American Jordyn Skinner from Grand Rapids, Mich.
Despite losing Skinner, who Hudson said was “maybe the most gifted kid
that we’ve ever had,” the team intended to return to the 2013 season with
the intention to compete at the same higher standard of excellence.
Heather Boyan, a sophomore from Munster, Ind., said she expected the
team to start right where they left off.
“We did lose two really good seniors,” she said. “But I think the rest of our
team is ready to even move on to the next level next year. I think we can
definitely get as far as we did this year and maybe even farther.”
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WKU alumna Sarah Arnold coordinates a food
pantry in the Counseling and Testing Center. Open
four hours a week, the pantry served students and
faculty who struggled with basic needs.
Opposite Arnold’s Mondays and Tuesdays were
spent at the newly formed Food Pantry. “We want to
help more people, but it’s hard when you’re stuck in
a tiny closet,” she said. “No one really knows about
the pantry, but we’re trying to get the word out.”
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Some people seemed to effortlessly carry the world on their shoulders. Sarah
Arnold was one of those people.
She juggled four jobs within the Bowling Green community and extended
herself widely in order to serve those who were in need.
Arnold, a Centertown native and WKU graduate held many different roles
in the community. She was a social worker, a therapist, a member of Project
EMPOWER and the Homeless Coalition and director of The Food Abides.
“I really like all of my jobs,” Arnold said. “But if I could turn the food pantry
into a full time job, I would.”
The Food Abides,WKU’s food pantry, opened in the fall partly due to Arnold’s
diligence in establishing it. In six weeks, the pantry gave over 70 clients food
and hygiene products. Every Monday and Tuesday they served students, staff
and faculty nonperishable goods including canned vegetables and meat, soup,
breakfast foods and basic hygiene products.
“I feel like I’ve been at Western forever,” Arnold said. “It’s nice to be able to
give back to this school. My favorite part of this is getting to hear how thankful
[the participants] are.”
Brian Van Brunt, director of the Counseling and Testing Center, spoke highly
of her as a student and individual.
“Sarah is one of those few graduate students who demonstrates the core
concepts of what it means to be a helper and advocate in the psychology and
social work fields,” Van Brunt said.
Sasha Griffin, a graduate student from Chattanooga, Tenn., worked closely
with Arnold at the food pantry and with Project EMPOWER.
“It’s really fulfilling to work with Sarah, since she already has her Master’s,”
Griffin said. “She helps me get connected since she has gone through the program
and lived in Bowling Green awhile.”
At Project EMPOWER, Arnold and Griffin provided services for individuals
with mental disabilities including free counseling services.
Because Arnold was involved with a variety of organizations, she said she was
able to reach a wide demographic.

“I help a lot of different people, but my thing is homelessness, because everyone
needs a place to live, and it’s not always easy to find what you need,” Arnold said.
As a member of the South Central Kentucky Coalition on Homelessness,
Arnold was one of the individuals dedicated to providing a permanent residence
for the homeless. In January, she participated in a homeless count where she
traveled around Bowling Green with police officers and other volunteers to
distribute food, supplies and surveys.
Arnold’s work as a therapist showed the versatility that her job entailed. She
said that job allowed her to interact with people on a personal basis. Two of
her clients were both children—a girl who was dealing with grief after losing a
family member and a boy who was struggling with anger management.
“I get to help people get therapy and counseling they wouldn’t be able to
afford,” Arnold said. “Just being able to help people that may not be able to help
themselves is the most fulfilling part of what I do.”
However, Arnold did not always know that service was her passion.
“I always knew I wanted to help people, but I did not know how,” Arnold said.
She became inspired while working as a nursing assistant during her
undergraduate career. She first worked in a nursing home and then switched
to a physical rehabilitation hospital. She performed odd jobs including taking
patients’ blood pressure and helping people into the bathrooms and showers.
“I liked helping people that way,” Arnold said. “I really enjoyed that job.”
Arnold was connected in many facets of service in Bowling Green, and her
colleagues agreed that she was a pleasure to work with.
“She’s a great friend to have outside of all the things that we do together in the
community,” Griffin said.
Van Brunt agreed.
“Sarah’s compassion, dedication, attention to detail and willingness to put
herself in the mind-set of those who are lost and in need are truly admirable
traits,” Van Brunt said.
Arnold’s dedication to service acted as a reminder that one person could make
a world of difference—even in the small community of Bowling Green.

The Food Abides Director 99

Above During the 22nd annual Shantytown
event, Louisville senior Matt Nelson, a resident
assistant in Barnes-Campbell Hall, builds a
shanty, a cardboard shelter, with residents
of his hall. “I enjoyed building and seeing
everybody out there working,” Nelson said.
“I think being open and having awareness
for people less fortunate and homelessness is
good for anyone.”
Left Matt Rapp, a freshman from Calhoun,
Ga., stabilizes his team’s shanty while the
group plans an approach to complete
the structure. One of Rapp’s fellow team
members, Josh Prince, also helped protect the
structure. “I don’t care if we win, I’m just trying
to help make sure it stands up,” Prince said.
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Somerset freshman Rachel Guffey stood on South
Lawn on Nov. 14 and watched a cardboard city
come to life around her. Music, cold air, duct tape,
dimming lights and students all came together to
create WKU’s 22nd annual Shantytown.
Five teams, called neighborhoods, competed
to build the best shanty home. Each neighborhood
consisted of students representing organizations and
residence halls. Students from residence halls and
campus organizations competed in the event.
Guffey was part of the McCormack-Minton Team.
When Guffey signed up to participate, she didn’t
even realize she would be helping to build actual
cardboard houses, but she got into the competition.
“We’re competing and we are going to win,”
Guffey said. Her prediction proved correct later in
the evening when her team was awarded the prize for
the best shantyhouse.
Many groups built creative shanties equipped
with a cardboard chimney, a basketball goal or a
mail box. Despite the fun competitive nature of
this event, participating students and professors
understood the event was about raising awareness
for a serious issue—homelessness.
“It is making us realize how real homelessness is,”
Guffey said. “Homelessness isn’t just people on the
street living in cardboard boxes.”
It was the first time at WKU that Shantytown was
held during National Hunger and Homelessness
Awareness Week. Previously, it was held in October,
and students were given the opportunity to sleep
in their shanties. This year the evening began with
the shanty building competition and the march for
poverty. There was also a candle lit vigil, an awards
ceremony, a few speakers, a showing of the movie
“Pursuit of Happyness” and a hunger banquet.
During the hunger banquets, students received a
meal of apple sauce; apple sauce and chips; or apple

sauce, chips and a sandwich. Nikki Eversole, the
assistant resident hall director of McCormack Hall,
organized registration and explained that the Hunger
Banquet was all about education.
“We are hoping it challenges them to be more
thankful because not everyone eats like we do all
the time,” Eversole said. “I think it is important that
students think about homelessness and are educated
about it in Bowling Green, Kentucky and the world.”
Education was a theme of the evening. Mariah
Stiles, president of WKU’s Habitat for Humanity
Chapter, carried on that theme in her speech. Stiles,
a Tell City junior, gave a face to homelessness for the
students participating in Shantytown.
“I am a psychology student here at Western
Kentucky University with a minor American Sign
Language. I attend church with you on Sundays and
volunteer on a regular basis,” Stiles said in her speech.
“I walk amongst you every day. I am homeless.”
Stile explained that homelessness came in many
forms. She was a mother who worked two jobs and
attended classes.
She did not have enough money to pay for housing,
but she was luckily able to live with friends. She was
among the hidden homeless.
“Homelessness is not just an old man wearing
raggedy old clothes and sleeping under a bridge,”
Stiles said. “Homelessness is the person you sit next
to in class every day.”
She challenged the students with a call to action
and said: “If you want to change the world, then
change someone’s life.”
And that’s what Shantytown was: a call to action.
On the surface, it was a competitive and friendly
cardboard building, movie-watching event.
But on a deeper level, it was an evening designed
to address the serious issue of homelessness in
our community.
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Above Morganfield sophomore Chelsea
Fromm serenades the audience during
Western’s Got Talent, a talent show held to
benefit Landon Lovett on Nov. 12 in the DUC
Theater. Lovett, a sophomore from Benton,
died from injuries sustained in a car accident
on Memorial Day weekend 2012.
Melody Hart
Left Bowling Green freshman Hayley Doose
watches as Lexington sophomore Brice
Harney performs one of the magic tricks that
helped him to win third place in the talent
show. Harney had Doose hide a metal spike
under one of five Styrofoam cups, and as he
guessed which cup did not have the spike,
Harney slammed his hand on each cup,
making both Doose and the audience gasp
with every attempt.
Melody Hart
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In the dark of a cold night in November, a crowd
gathered at the colonnade behind the Ivan Wilson
Center for Fine Arts in a celebration of life. Prayers
and song were sang in her honor and then hundreds
of lanterns were sent upward, each sent messages to
a dearly beloved friend.
After six months of being in a medical coma,
Landon Lovett died due to her injuries from a car
accident. Lovett was a sophomore from Benton
and a member of Alpha Omicron Pi sorority who
was dedicated to her studies. During Memorial Day
weekend, she was involved in a head-on collision
which resulted in a medical coma until her death on
Nov. 20. Her accident and death rippled through the
entire community.
“At first, we didn’t know the severity of it,”
Richmond senior Alex Leforge, president of the
AOPis said. “When she was air lifted to Vandy, we
heard she’d be okay.”
Leforge said that she and her sorority sisters took
care packages to the hospital each time they visited.
“We made her a Build-a-Bear for her to have while
she was recovering,” she said.
Leforge said she and her sorority sisters continued
to visit Lovett during her hospital stay at Vanderbilt
Medical Center and then the long-term living care
facility that she had been placed in.
During the months of her coma, her AOPi sisters
came together in support of the Lovett family.

The sorority raised money with fundraisers, spent
time visiting with the family and sent baskets with
needed items.
Leforge said Lovett was gracious and giving.
“She always had the biggest smile,” she said. “She
was that person that brighten everyone’s day.”
Leforge said Lovett was always so determined and
loved winning.
“But she did it with poise and grace,” she said.
Benton sophomore Karly Watkins was one of
Lovett’s best friends.
“She was very determined, a great athlete,”
Watkins said. “She always went above and beyond.”
Watkins cheered with Lovett when the two were
in high school together.
“We were stunt work partners for two years,”
she said. “There is a very special bond that develops
when you have to work with someone like that.”
Watkins said Lovett was the happiest person she
knew. She wanted to be the best, do the best, and no
matter what was always positive about it.
For Leforge, Watkins and the rest of the AOPis,
Lovett’s passing was difficult, but it brought them
together. It showed them they were supported and
loved by the community.
Leforge said although Lovett’s passing was
difficult, she felt a sense of peace with it.
The sorority hosted several events to fundraise for
the Lovett family.
continued on page 107
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Members of the community release over
400 paper lanterns during a service
held for Landon Lovett on Nov. 28 at the
Colonnades. Lovett, who was a member
of Alpha Omicron Pi sorority, was in a
medically induced coma since Memorial Day
weekend due to a head-on collision with a
drunk driver and died on Nov. 20.
Peyton Hobson
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continued from page 103

One event that was sponsored by the AOPis
in association with Kappa Sigma and Dynamic
Leadership Institute Phase Three was Western’s
Got Talent, a talent show that was open to anyone
and everyone that wanted to participate.
“We had everything from clogging to pogo
sticking, dancing and singing,” Leforge said.
Leforge said there was a wonderful turnout that
night, and the $3,000 raised went to Lovett’s fund
that helped her family pay for the medical expenses.
“To have people who didn’t know her to come it just
puts me in awe on a personal level,” Watkins said.
The sorority also came together to sponsor other
fundraisers like a jewelry sale. There were other
fundraisers in Marshall County that benefitted
Lovett and her family, as well.
At the Lanterns for Landon event held after her
death, the AOPis sold lanterns to raise money for
Lovett’s fund. This fundraiser raised $1,200.
Hundreds of students came and wrote sentimental
messages on the paper lanterns and to show support
and respect for those who lost someone so special
to them.

Richmond freshman Rachel Grant, a member of
AOPi, said she didn’t know Lovett.
“We shared something together,” Grant said.
“We, as a sorority, came to pay our respects.”
Grant said Lovett left behind a big hole.
“You don’t really know how much you love
someone until they are gone.”
Natalie Hayden, a Georgetown sophomore and
a member of Alpha Gamma Delta sorority said she
was at the event to show support.
“I know there are a lot of girls’ hearts breaking,
I want to be here for them,” she said. “I know they
would be here for me if I lost my sister.”
Lanterns for Landon started with Leforge
reciting a prayer for Lovett and her family, and
Lovett’s big sister in AOPi, Corbin junior Jenna
Partin, speaking of Lovett’s gracious heart.
When the ceremony ritual closed, those with
lanterns lit them afire and let them go into the
night sky.
The floating lanterns with special mementos
inscribed on them drifted across the night sky, as
beautiful as Lovett was.
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Bowling Green freshman Lauren Mae
Hanna prepares to release a lantern
with fellow Alpha Xi Delta sorority
sister Chicago sophomore Amy Calo
during Landon Lovett’s memorial
service. “I thought it was beautiful,”
Hanna said. “I enjoyed it because
I thought it was awesome that all
of WKU’s Greek community came
together for moral support.”
Peyton Hobson

106

Landon Lovett 107

A roasted turkey, burning candles, hands
grasped around the table and warm, familiar
faces. Thanksgiving was a time treasured
and traditional to many, a long weekend that
students looked forward to every fall semester.
But for international students studying at WKU,
this holiday was an entirely foreign experience.
Over 200 students from across Africa, the
Middle East, Europe and Asia gathered at the
Baptist Campus Ministry on Nov. 17 to eat a
traditional Thanksgiving dinner—and to learn
about this American holiday together.
One table had students from Iran, France
and Saudi Arabia sharing stories of their lives
at home and practicing their English. While
they discussed their similarities, they were
simultaneously bonding over their differences.
Their cultures had few aspects in common, but
they all agreed that Thanksgiving distinguishes
American customs from all others.
International Student and Scholar Services,
ISSS, hosted the event in order to educate
international students about American culture.
The dinner featured homemade favorites
including turkey, gravy, sweet potatoes,
green bean casseroles and pie. ISSS also gave
a presentation that taught the students more
about the cultural tradition.
“The presentation was about the origins of
Thanksgiving, Black Friday and the family aspect
of it,” Diana Howard, International Outreach
Coordinator, said. “I think the students were
very receptive to it.”
As well as serving traditional food, ISSS
enhanced the students’ Thanksgiving experience
by decorating with traditional Thanksgiving
elements in warm, fall colors.

“We wanted to give a homey, welcoming feel,”
Howard said.
Ehsan Estiri, a graduate student with a
folklore studies major from Iran, gained insight
into American culture from the event.
“I enjoyed the meal. It was very American and
well-cooked,” Estiri said. “I like the idea that
Thanksgiving is a festival to celebrate friendship.
The idea is adorable and respected.”
The International Thanksgiving Dinner was
socially significant as well as educational.
Tarek Elshayeb, Director of ISSS, coordinated
events that integrated international students
into the American culture, like the Thanksgiving
dinner. His goal was to ensure that the students
felt comfortable and welcome.
“It allows international students to interact
with American students and staff on a casual
basis,” Elshayeb said.
Dispersing students around the room created an
environment conducive to learning about all of the
cultures represented—not just American culture.
“Talking to people from different cultures was
my favorite part of the event,” Estiri said. “I met
a lot of new people.”
Howard said the organization fostered unity.
“ISSS is a home away from home for some
students,” Howard said. “This is our way of
giving back and showing gratitude that they’re
here at Western.”
The ISSS staff was dedicated to welcoming
international students to WKU and the Bowling
Green community. Through activities like the
Thanksgiving Dinner, they aimed to make the
students’ transition to American life smooth.
Ultimately, they created an environment
international students called “home.”

Story Sawyer Smith
Photography Cooper Burton
Design Julie Washer

Radcliff senior Eric Carmen and International
Student & Scholar Advisor Andrea Ford share a
laugh while serving food to international students
at the International Student and Scholar Services
Thanksgiving Dinner. The ISSS hosted the dinner
on Nov. 17 at the Baptist Campus Ministry.
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KU may not have been far the mecca of
fashion, but there was no shortage of
fashionably savvy students. Amidst the
sea of college T-shirts and yoga pants were students
whose bold styles stood out in contrast to the masses.
The Hill was swarming with students donning outfits
that looked as if they could be found on the streets
of New York City. For some students at WKU, fashion
was a creative outlet and style was a reflection of
their personality. Bowling Green sophomore Melissa
Patterson and Nashville senior Laura Long were two
students who made statements with their fall outfits.

Patterson was spotted on campus wearing her must have fall
pieces: motorcycle boots, thrifted oversized button downs and
fur coats paired with bold lipsticks. The pop culture major was
inspired by the likes of Zooey Deschanel and Shirley Manson
and described her style as a combination of “retro, edgy, and
hipster.” Patterson spent a lot of time thrifting for herself and
for her online store, Hello Dearie Vintage.
She used her wardrobe choices to illustrate who she was.
“Fashion is what I do to express myself. I like art and
music but am not skilled in those areas, so it is what I do
to get my point across,” Patterson said. “I like standing out
from everyone else.”

Long was a fashion blogger, world traveler and aspiring
stylist. Long was seen on the Hill looking very chic in
dark skinny jeans, tailored jackets, and black stilettos. The
English major’s must have pieces for fall were peplums,
which was a flared ruffle attached to the waistline of a dress,
jacket or blouse, motorcycle jackets and anything tweed.
The Nashville native had a distinct perception of style.
While some saw fashion as materialistic and superficial,
Long viewed it as an “aesthetic craft” that required thought
and dedication.
“Style is not following a trend; it is being creative with
color, print, textures and maintaining originality to oneself,”

Long said. “Style transcends what you wear. There is only
one you—embrace the hell out of that.”
Throughout Long’s childhood, runways and clothing
designers fascinated her. This fascination manifested itself in
Long’s personal style. She found ways to incorporate the
runway looks into her wardrobe on a student’s budget by
shopping at Saks Fifth Avenue and small boutiques, stores
that sold quality and high fashion looks at an affordable
price.
Long gathered inspiration from nature, culture,
architecture and life experiences and channeled these
inspirations into her form of art: fashion.
Story Allyson Beasecker
Photography Leah Voss
Design Julie Washer
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The WKU football team was in uncharted territory when they arrived in
Detroit to take on Central Michigan University in the Little Caesars Pizza
Bowl on Dec. 26.
To further complicate matters, the team faced the challenge of capturing
the program’s first bowl win without the coach that led them there.
Willie Taggart accepted the head coach position at the University of South
Florida on Dec. 7, just three weeks prior to the program’s biggest exposure
on the national stage. Former Arkansas football coach Bobby Petrino was
hired shortly after on Dec. 10, but did not have a coaching role in the game.
Defensive Coordinator Lance Guidry was named interim head coach and
led the Hilltoppers in the bowl.
Over 23,000 people were in attendance at Ford Field for the showdown.
A large legion of Hilltopper fans braved inclement weather to make the trek
to Detroit for the Hilltoppers first-ever bowl appearance since making the
jump to Division 1 in 2009.
Much like the Hilltopper’s signature early season win against the
University of Kentucky, the bowl game went down to the final seconds.
continued on page 116

September
Austin Peay State University - W
University of Alabama - L
University of Kentucky - W
The University of Southern Mississippi - W
Arkansas State University - W
October
Troy University - W
University of Louisiana at Monroe - L
Florida International University - W

November
Middle Tennessee State University - L
Florida Atlantic University - L
University of Louisiana at Lafayette - L
University of North Texas - W
December
Central Michigan University - L

Defensive back Kiante Young, a junior
from Gainesville, Ga., defensive linesman
Rammell Lewis, a senior from Grayson,
Ga., and linebacker Xavius Boyd, a junior
from St. Petersburg, Fla., bring down
Central Michigan University running back
Maurice Shoemaker-Gilmore during the
Little Caesars Pizza Bowl at Ford Field in
Detroit. The Tops lost 24-21 in WKU’s first
Bowl Game since transitioning to Division I.
Joshua Lindsey
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And like their win against the Wildcats, they needed a little magic
to get it done.
Down 21-24 with 51 seconds left, the Hilltoppers were posed with
a difficult decision. Faced with a fourth-and-two from the 19-yard line,
the WKU offense had two options: they could have played it safe and
tied the game with a field goal and then go into overtime, or go for the
win with a two-point conversion.
The Hilltoppers opted for the latter.
“I was in the huddle saying ‘Go for it,’” quarterback Kawaun Jakes, a
senior from St. Augustine, Fla., said.
Jakes’ pass to Indianapolis senior Jack Doyle fell incomplete in the
end zone, ending any chance of a bowl victory.
“I didn’t make the throw. It is as simple as that,” Jakes said. “If I would
have just put it in the right spot he [Doyle] wouldn’t have had to dive
for it and it wouldn’t have been a circus catch. That is just how it went.”
Guidry said he didn’t regret the team’s gutsy choice to go for the win.
“They kind of made the decision for me,” Guidry said. “I would do it
every time and twice on Sunday. It is just the way it is. I put it in their
hands and that’s the way they want it and that’s how I am going out.”
Guidry was proud of the team’s showing in spite of the frustrating
finish to the game.
“I thought they put on a good show. It must have been an exciting
game to watch back home,” he said.

Story Sam Osborne Design Davide Fellini

Despite the heartbreaking defeat, WKU was one of just eight
programs to earn a bowl berth in its first four years of eligibility.
“These guys are going to get in a lot of bowls in the future and this
is a good experience for them,” Guidry said. “We left some plays out
of the field that might have changed the outcome, but sometimes that’s
how the cookie crumbles.”
The Hilltoppers finished the season 7-6, but helped the program
make history in the process.
The loss marked the end of the careers of WKU’s 20 seniors. The
senior class was instrumental in the turnaround of WKU football.
After going 0-12 in their freshman season, the senior class helped the
Hilltoppers string together back-to-back winning campaigns in 2011
and 2012.
Jakes said he was proud of the class’s grit displayed over the course
of their careers.
“I played with a bunch of warriors. Every day we grind. Every day.
You don’t always get the best outcome, but you never quit,” Jakes
said. “That is something I never did and my teammates didn’t either. I
congratulate them.”
Fort Campbell junior running back Antonio Andrews hoped the bowl
game experience would translate in more postseason play next year.
“It was a fun experience and hopefully we make it back here or to
another bowl,” he said. “That is my goal for next year.”

Above Defensive back Jonathan
Dowling, a sophomore from
Bradenton, Fla., shouts out
after dropping an interception
during the Little Caesars Pizza
Bowl. The Tops lost to Central
Michigan University 24-2.
Brittany Greeson
Left Glasgow freshman Brittiana
Depp watches a play during
the fourth quarter of the Little
Caesars Pizza Bowl. Depp, a
member of the color guard,
traveled to Detroit with the rest
of the marching band on buses
that arrived moments before
kickoff the game because of
inclement winter weather.
Brittany Greeson
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On a cold but not unbearable Monday morning, groups of WKU students, faculty
and others, gathered outside the hotel, their breath visible in the early sun that
illuminated the planes flying low in the sky.
Through the windows at the airport they could see the subway cars entering,
dinging then exiting. As they sat on the orange line and waited for their stop, they
clutched their backpacks, bags and tickets—some with green, some with gold,
some with none.
They attempted to race the closing of the subway doors for their final destination,
and they were immediately ushered into a line of people all patiently waiting to
climb up the broken escalators that took them to the National Mall. There they
would witness the second Inauguration for President Barack Obama in four hours.
Each group, separated by deafening, stifling crowds, followed signs that told them
which direction they needed to go. Green and gold tickets went to the left, closer
to the Capitol. Those with no ticket stumbled to the right, closer to the Washington
Monument, where room was sparse. Each section had a Jumbotron, where viewers
could see the ceremony on screen instead of trying to focus on the pea-sized dot that
was the President’s head hundreds of feet away behind glass and the podium. And
in the green section, near a tree and a Jumbotron, was where Saundra Ardrey, the
department head of political science at WKU, stood with her group.
Ardrey first attended the Presidential Inauguration in 1989 and brought WKU
students on the trip four years later. For President Obama’s second Inauguration, a
group of 41 students, faculty and friends made the 15-hour journey from Bowling
Green to Washington via a charter bus.
continued on page 120

A rising sun greets visitors to the
National Mall on the morning
of President Barack Obama’s
ceremonial swearing-in at the U.S.
Capitol on Jan. 21 in Washington.
A group of WKU students attended
the President’s second Inauguration.
Jabin Botsford
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“There was a feeling that it was
almost cathartic, that as an African
American especially, or those folks
who’ve been marginalized, there
was finally a time that we were
recognized, legitimized.”
- Saundra Ardrey

continued from page 118

While the event wasn’t nearly as crowded and historic as it was four
years prior, Ardrey said it was still a great experience and opportunity.
“I always tell my students that during the election it’s very partisan,” she
said. “Democrats are fighting and Republicans are fighting, each for what
they believe in, and it can be so very cantankerous. So I encourage both
Democrats and Republicans, no matter whose side you’re on, to come to
the Inauguration, because that’s an opportunity to come together.”
Ardrey said the trip for this Inauguration was better because the
group stayed in Alexandria, Va., which was much closer than the group
was last time, despite having booked their rooms months in advance.
However, at President Obama’s first Inauguration, the emotions were
higher, almost euphoric, she said.
“Even though two million people were trying to take the metro,
there was not an unkind word,” she said. “There was a feeling that it
was almost cathartic, that as an African-American especially, or those
folks who’ve been marginalized, there was finally a time that we were
recognized, legitimized. A lot of times we feel we have to explain our
existence (as African-Americans), but this was a time of recognition,
that you too are part of this system.”
While Ardrey said a bit of the edge was gone during this Inauguration
because Obama’s first term was such an uphill battle, there was still a
sense of pride among the African-American community.
Ardrey said she was proud to be at this Inauguration because she
helped students campaign for Obama in Hamilton County, Ohio, a
determining county for the swing state.
Ohio ultimately went to Obama in the election.
“We came back saying (Obama’s re-election) was because of our
campaigning that we won,” she said. “The Republicans (registered) like
900 (people) and we registered 1,200.”
A few hundred yards away from the Capitol, Ardrey said she felt that
this time around, the President was worried about protecting his legacy.
Story Lindsay Kriz
Design Deron Millay and Jacqueline Byrne
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“He outlined several different areas he wants to address and see how
he can make his lasting mark,” she said.
Louisville graduate student Timothy Gilliam also joined Ardrey in
Hamilton County for campaigning, but campaigned for Mitt Romney
door-to-door.
“At the time we were really excited,” he said. “I think our group
totaled about 2,000 doors over the course of the weekend...We were
pretty hopeful going into the election. I knew all along it was an uphill
battle—I’m not sure I ever expected Mitt Romney to win—but
certainly we were cautiously optimistic.”
Even though it was Obama who was re-elected, Gilliam said the
Inauguration was an overall good experience. Gilliam said that overall
the area was not as crowded as he anticipated.
Politically, he said his expectations weren’t too high for the president
and the next four years.
“Unfortunately it’s probably not going to change,” he said. “(The next
four years are) going to be divisive and bickering from both sides of the
aisle unfortunately. That’s the system in which we operate currently
and I’m not sure how you change it.”
But for Owensboro junior Dracin Williams, the Inauguration trip
was less about politics and more about the historic event itself.
“It was a historic moment—an African-American president with
an African-American wife and two African-American daughters—the
whole unit was just historic in American history,” he said. “It was not
supposed to happen but it did, so it was crazy.”
Williams said that it would have been different if an AfricanAmerican president had a Caucasian wife, and just as important, but
because the entire Obama family was African-American, it made the
entire experience more special to him, and made him even prouder of
his country.
“God bless the best country in the world: America,” he said.

Katie Chandler, from Jackson, Miss., came
to the National Mall to see President
Obama speak at his ceremonial
swearing-in at the 57th Presidential
Inauguration. “I am here to see my
president,” Chandler said. “He is going
to do things that no other president can.”
Jabin Botsford
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Above Visitors fill the National Mall on the morning of
President Barack Obama’s ceremonial swearing-in at
the U.S. Capitol. As the sun rose, the National Mall was
filled with almost one million people.
Jabin Botsford
Left Before President Barack Obama’s Inauguration,
visitors claim spots on the National Mall. About one
million people attended the Inauguration, according to
the White House, compared to the 1.8 million people
who attended Obama’s first Inauguration in 2009.
Jabin Botsford
Top Left Bowling Green graduate student Jackie
Adams and Danville senior Noelle Johnson walk
the National Mall on Jan. 20, the day before the
Inauguration. WKU professor Saundra Ardrey led a
group of more than 40 students and faculty, including
Adams and Johnson, to the ceremony.
Abbey Oldham
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Above Mark Nethery feeds 5-month-old Jessica in
the lobby of his residence hall, Florence Schneider
Hall in the spring of 1995. Jessica was raised as
an infant in the residence hall by her father when
he was a student at WKU in the mid-’90s.
Patrick Witty, 1995 Talisman
Opposite After eating lunch together, Bowling
Green freshman Jessica hugs her dad, Mark. “I
don’t really get to see him a lot, but I’m definitely
a daddy’s girl,” she said.
Tyler Cobb

In 1995, the Talisman published a story about a student who was
raising his baby daughter in his Florence Schneider Hall dorm room.
Eighteen years later, that same girl returned to campus, but that
time as a student. WKU had formed Jessica Nethery’s adolescence
in a unique way. And then again as a young adult looking to the
future. Past, revisited as present.
continued on page 127
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Above Jessica cuts pictures out of a
magazine for a project during her art
class. “I enjoy going to school,” Jessica
said. “I like learning new things.”
Tyler Cobb
Right Mark Nethery tries to dress his
daughter, Jessica, after completing
an assignment in a computer lab on
campus in the spring of 1995. “It’s a
major transition from carefree, immature,
irresponsible student to father,” he said
in 1995. “She’s the best thing that ever
happened to me—the very best.”
Patrick Witty, 1995 Talisman

Mark Nethery sat on the floor of the lobby in Florence
Schneider Hall, concentrating hard. Most students would
have been concentrating on a textbook, but Mark was focused
on calming his 5-month-old daughter, Jessica Nethery, as her
tiny eyes burst into tears.
The year was 1995.
“My roommate was a study-holic,” Mark said. “He was
cool about it, but if she got noisy I would just take her out.”
Eighteen years later, Mark was a grown man and his
daughter was a freshman at WKU. His unique story of living
in a campus residence hall with his baby daughter first ran
in the 1995 Talisman. The story featured photos of Mark
with his daughter in his dorm room giving her a bath as
well as changing her while he completed an assignment in
a computer lab.
Inspired by his daughter after her birth, Mark went
back to school after dropping out for a semester. He never
graduated because he felt the fatherly obligation to support
his daughter and her mother, whom he married after leaving
the university for good.
“You take what life gives you and roll with it,” Mark said.
Mark, originally a photojournalism major, said he once
dreamed of working for National Geographic.
“The equipment for the major was too expensive, so I
switched to print,” he said. “Journalism is still in my blood
no matter what I do.”
Even though Mark divorced Jessica’s mother when Jessica
was seven, he still sought to instill his values in her. Mark said
that Jessica really took his lessons to heart.
Although Mark was never able to complete his degree, his
advice to his college-aged daughter was to keep her grades
up and choose a good major. Jessica chose to attend WKU
for its dental hygiene program. She worked and maintained
a full-time class schedule.
Jessica said she could not imagine juggling a baby along with
college courses. When she told her dad her back hurt from
carrying her books up the Hill, he responded that he had to
carry her, his books and a camera up at once. She never failed
to realize how difficult that had been for her father.

“I had always seen the copy of the book laying around with
our picture on the front, but as a young child I didn’t really
understand what it meant,” Jessica said. “It wasn’t until I was
older and actually read the story that I fully appreciated my
dad for what he did. It touched me.”
Even though she spent the majority of her time with her
mom following their divorce, Jessica was a self-proclaimed
“daddy’s girl.”
“My mom always told me when I was little that I was a
splitting image of my dad,” Jessica said. “Every day I acted
more and more like him.”
Since the time Mark cared for Jessica in his residence hall,
new rules had been put into place that made keeping a baby
in a dorm impossible.
According to Lindsey Gilmore, a hall director for Bemis
Lawrence Hall, children under the age of 18 were not allowed
into residence halls unless a parent accompanied them. She
said that in the rare event of the parent living in the residence
hall, a child would not be allowed to permanently stay there.
Outside Florence Schneider Hall, Mark mostly
remembered what a laid back baby his daughter was. He
often took her to his classes. He said his professors were very
understanding and that the key to having a baby on campus
was respecting others’ privacy.
“Having a baby at school attracted a lot of girls,” Mark
said. “Jessica was a little chick magnet. I was just trying to
be a good dad.”
Jessica was also thankful to have this memory documented.
Since she was too little to remember her time on campus as
a 5-month-old, she looked at the pictures and story often.
“It’s not part of your life you remember, but it’s important
to be able to know what happened,” Jessica said.
Since Jessica lived in Bowling Green, she did not
experience living in a dorm but said she still could not
imagine being responsible for someone other than herself.
She planned to work hard and graduate from WKU and
make her family, especially her dad, proud.
“I have very strong feelings for my dad,” she said. “I love
my daddy.”

Story Drew Couch
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Above Hannah Bisch, Nathan
Graves, Molli Keller, Jett Murray,
Andrea Cadavid, Katie Greiner,
a sophomore from Franklin,
Tenn., and Lexington junior Susan
Creech, sit before their British
History seminar, a required class
at Harlaxton, begins in the Gold
Room of the Harlaxton Manor at
Harlaxton College. Students came
from different universities aside
from WKU, including University
of Evansville and University of
Southern Indiana. “I felt like I
was in a classroom out of Harry
Potter from the British Professors
and secret passageways in the
Manor to the beautiful and ornate
classrooms,” Greiner said.

In January, Covington sophomore Amanda Barth boarded a plane en route
to a school on the other side of the globe: Harlaxton College. For four months,
Barth, and other students, went to class, studied and lived in a castle, Harlaxton
Manor, in central England.
Living in the Harlaxton Manor was a wonderful experience. I feel
confident in saying that I will never live in a home of that grandeur
again in my lifetime. History and beauty surrounded you at every
corner. Our education at Harlaxton was our priority, but traveling
through Europe was the perfect complement to our lectures, especially
the required British History courses. Studying abroad allowed me to
realize just how small the world is and how alike humans are across
cultures. I recognized a good father when I saw one, shared a smile
with strangers from all countries and could tell when someone was
distressed—even though I didn’t quite know what they were saying.
It showed that despite language barriers, we’re all humans who feel
compassionate towards others. Most young adults go to college to
explore new things and to gain an open mind. I learned so much
in four months at Harlaxton College—things that I would not have
been able to learn on WKU’s campus. I am more independent,
understanding, thankful and blessed because of this experience.

Essay Amanda Barth Editor Amber Plunkett
Photography Naomi Driessnack Design Julie Washer

Right Jeanie Adams-Smith, a
WKU photojournalism professor,
assists Molly Paone, a student
from Colby-Sawyer College, with
photography in low light settings.
Adams-Smith taught Intro to Digital
Photography, Media Writing and
Public Speaking while she was
abroad at Harlaxton College.
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London senior Rebekah Huffman explores Harlaxton
Manor’s gardens during the first snowfall. “Studying
abroad my last semester of undergrad was the
cherry on top of my WKU experience,” Huffman said.
“Throughout college, we are not only meant to push
ourselves academically, but we should strive to grow
into independent, globally aware citizens.”
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Above Ben Anderson, a student from University of Evansville, and Crestwood
junior Kyle Stewart work together to flip Elizabethtown junior Evan Pennington in
their arms after Harlaxton College’s group picture. “Though I only spent a short
amount of time with all the different students at Harlaxton, when I left, I felt like
we had been, and will be, friends for life,” Stewart said.
Left London sophomore Amanda Barth, an art major at WKU, finishes a drawing
assignment for her art classes in the Conservatory at Harlaxton Manor. “It is easy
to be inspired when beauty surrounds you,” she said. “The Manor had countless
peaceful and quaint areas to draw, my favorite being the Conservatory. Drawing
in the slightly warm and flower scented conservatory gave me time to reflect on
the trips I had taken.”
Opposite Louisville sophomore Hayley Hilbert stops for a moment in the Place
Des Vosges district of Paris on a bike tour of the city. “Seeing things like Big
Ben, the Eiffel Tower and the Roman Coliseum was both humbling and inspiring,”
Hilbert said. “While they were beautiful monuments that we dreamed of seeing
as children, in reality they taught us a lesson on how small we are in the grand
scheme of things. It was awesome to witness and connect to history in a way that
you just can’t experience without going into the world and seeing, touching, and
living aside the things you’ve only dreamed of before.”
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Above Bowling Green freshman Emily
Bratcher, Nashville freshman Claire Bellar,
Lexington sophomore Missy Graehler,
Bowling Green freshman Casey Fortney
and Somerset freshman Rachel Guffey joke
around with Big Red during a baseball
game. “There are different things that
we do outside of just being a resident
assistant,” Graehler said.
Right Before videotaping their version of
the Harlem Shake video, a viral dance
video, with the Minton Hall staff, Missy
Graehler practices her routine Bowling
Green sophomore Will Parker and Zach
Smith, a sophomore from Gallatin, Tenn.,
both fellow resident assistants. Graehler
was a RA in Minton Hall this year and said
she wanted to be a RA next year, as well.
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Lexington sophomore Missy Graehler sat in the lobby of
Minton Hall. The majority of students passing through all
seemed to know her, and each greeted her with smiles and
small talk. Graehler in turn responded, addressing them all by
name. Graehler said she loved her job as a resident assistant
at Minton, and also said she loved the people who lived there.
Graehler was one of many students who took on the role
of a WKU RA for the 2012-2013 school year.
Housing and Residence Life Director Brian Kuster
said that RAs needed to possess particular qualities to be
successful in their jobs.
“They need to be kind of assertive,” he said. “They also
definitely need to have confidence, in themselves and in
what they do.”
The job of a RA at WKU, while time consuming and
ridden with responsibility, was a chance to contribute to the
sense of community among students on campus.
Graehler said she delighted in taking advantage of that
opportunity. A social work major known for being friendly
and nurturing, Graehler said her main goal in life was to
help others in any way she could. She said she enjoyed being
someone that her residents could always turn to for help with
problems, a listening ear or even a shoulder to cry on. She said
she formed fast friendships with the residents on her floor.
“I love my girls...just being able to be there for them and
listen to their stories. I hear it all and I just love being able to
be that for them,” Graehler said.
Kuster said that RAs were much more than just enforcers
of school rules.
“The RA is also meant to serve as a kind of support system
for the students,” he said. “Sometimes students just need an
independent listening ear to talk about their problems.”
Although it was only her first year working as an RA,
Graehler said she had already developed a strong desire to
make everyone feel at home on her floor. She placed an
emphasis on building community and providing her residents
with a “family away from their families.” She did this by hosting
events such as movie nights, study parties and even field trips
to places like Jackson’s Orchard. Those events fostered close
relationships on the second floor, who referred to themselves
as the “Mermaids of the Second Floor” and had a paper cutout of a mermaid posted on the hallway wall.
“The most important thing for me is being a friend and
being someone that they can always go to,” she said.
Jamestown junior Lauren Haynes, a fellow RA in Minton,
said that Graehler did just that.

“When she sees you, she just comes running up to give you
a big hug,” she said.
Haynes went on to say that Graehler frequently called her
“Mom” as a term of endearment, an inside joke that brought
smiles to both of their faces.
Kuster said that the job of a RA was usually pretty gratifying,
and that it left one with a set of transferable skills that could
be used in the future.
He even described a particular student who, after working
as a RA and graduating, went on to be a trainer at IBM, a
major multinational corporation.
“Every now and then I’ll get a phone call from him thanking
me for what he learned working as a RA,” he said. “So, there
are definitely a lot of skills that can carry through to the
workplace after students graduate.”
Graehler said that she felt very fulfilled by her work and
said she did learn a lot from her time in Minton.
However, she admitted that it came with an array of
responsibilities. She listed maintenance, safety checks and
weekly on call shifts as being routine parts of her position. She
also said that instances of rule-breaking made her job more
difficult at times.
“It has definitely made me grow as a person,” she said. “It’s
made me more responsible and it’s given me more awareness.
It’s also made me realize that some people still have a lot of
growing up to do.”
Kuster confirmed the expectations of a good RA and said
that they were accountable for anything from settling conduct
issues all the way to upholding safety procedures in the event
of weather emergencies or other crises. He also said all RAs
had the task of keeping their hall secure by checking ID cards
at the front desk.
In addition to these regular responsibilities, Graehler said
she felt the need to be encouraging to her residents, especially
those in transitional phases of their lives.
“We have a lot of freshman here (in Minton),” she said. “For
some of them it can be hard to adjust, and I just want to be
someone they can lean on.”
Graehler said her faith and desire to help others were
what drove her to reach out to people in need. Whether it
was advising a girl on her floor on the stress of declaring a
major, travelling out of state with Habitat for Humanity or
volunteering at St. Thomas Aquinas, her church, she was
always willing to lend a hand.
“In everything I do, I just want to make a difference,” she
said. “I just want to help people.”

Story Ashley Knight
Photography Brittany Greeson
Design Clarke James
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Above Paints stand ready to be used
to create a mural as part of an antibullying campaign led by the WKU
public relations students. Students
from WKU partnered with students at
Bowling Green High School to create
a piece of art that students would
see daily as a reminder to not accept
bullying in any form.
Right Bowling Green High School
students Ellan Luna, 15; Daniel Castro,
17; and Carolina Ng, 16, add some
touches to the anti-bullying mural they
helped create. WKU seniors in the
public relations program carried out a
public relations campaign with Bowling
Green High School to address bullying
at the school.
Top Right Louisville senior Becky
Morris paints an anti-bullying mural at
Bowling Green High School. “This mural
helps create a community amongst the
students,” Morris said.

Each year, seniors in the public relations
department competed in the Bateman
Competition, a national competition that
gave students an opportunity to apply what
they learned in the classroom in a realworld setting. Every year, students sought
to implement a public relations campaign
that would positively affect an issue in
society. This year, a group of seniors chose a
campaign theme that mostly everyone could
relate to: bullying.
Students partnered with Bowling Green
High School to raise awareness about
different forms of bullying and the affects it
had on high school students.
They didn’t prepare a conventional
workshop, or a question and answer session.
Students tackled the topic of bullying with a
new, original message.
The WKU students in the anti-bullying
campaign group chose to spread their
message with a piece of art.
Vicki Bagwell, a public relations professor,
said the goal of the anti-bullying campaign was
to create a piece of art that affected people.
And the art, created by artist Andee
Rudloff, the visual arts director at the
Southern Kentucky Performing Arts Center
for Education Program, did just that.
Rudloff designed a mural in Bowling
Green High School that students would see
everyday—it served as a constant reminder to
prevent bullying.With the help of art students
at Bowling Green High School, the mural was
done in completed in one afternoon.

“This piece of artwork represents
everyone coming together on a topic that
needs to be made more aware in schools,”
Bowling Green High School freshman Ellen
Luna said. “Bullying happens everyday.
The basis of this mural is important, and
students of Bowling Green High School will
walk past it daily.”
Luna said she believed the mural would
make students think more about bullying
and that, over the course of time, the effects
would be seen.
Before the paint hit the wall, intensive
research was conducted to gauge what the
Bowling Green High School family thought
about bullying.
In the fall, students working on the
public relations campaign distributed a
preliminary survey.
Based on the feedback, it was decided
a mural would be completed inside the
school. Once the mural was done, a followup survey was distributed.
The mural quickly made an impact. In just
the short time between survey there was a
13 percent increase in the responders who
considered gossip as a form of bullying.
Drew Mitchell, a public relations senior
who worked on the campaign, hoped that
the affects of his campaign would be felt for
years to come.
“If this awareness campaign could save
one student from having to deal with the
repercussions of bullying, it will all be
worthwhile,” he said.

Story Elyssa Carmony and Amber Plunkett
Photography Tyler Essary
Design Julie Washer
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For Russ Faxon, life was not set in stone.
It was cast in bronze.
Faxon, a renowned sculptor and alumnus
of WKU, was the creator of the E.A. Diddle
statue outside of Diddle Arena and the
Robert Guthrie statue at Guthrie Tower.
After graduating with a bachelor’s degree
in art education in 1973, Faxon spent two
years teaching in Nashville at a junior high
school before traveling to the Mariana
Foundry in Pietrasanta, Italy.
It was there that he learned the art
form of bronze casting and had his work
displayed at three international art shows.
Throughout the first decade of the new
millennium, he brought his bronze work
back to his alma mater.
“I’m grateful that they are happy to hire
me to do some of the things they want to do,”
Faxon said. “And now Western is getting a lot
of artwork on campus, which is great.”
Faxon worked on new pieces in his Bell
Buckle, Tenn., studio and home. Working
amongst a litter of clay, maquettes, sketches
and sculpting tools, Faxon created the
two newest bronze additions to WKU’s
campus: Big Red and Lee Robertson, the
former Alumni Association director. The
two art pieces were commissioned by the
Alumni Association and were paid for with
private gift money. They both found their
permanent homes at the Augenstein Alumni
Center, which celebrated its grand opening
on April 12.

Faxon, a Bowling Green native, did not
begin his college career at WKU.
Instead he attended Memphis State
University on a football scholarship as an
offensive lineman. After his first semester
in Memphis, however, Faxon decided college
football wasn’t for him.
“A 270-pound gorilla just didn’t seem like
something I wanted to be,” Faxon said. “So I
left and came back to Western, and my first
semester I kind of partied.”
Faxon said this lifestyle affected his
GPA. It took the words of one specific
WKU employee to convince him to start
focusing more on school. This man was
Lee Robertson.
“Russ Faxon tells a story,” Robertson
said. “I ought to quit telling it because I
don’t remember it, but he says I kept him
in school…he said I woke him up to the
point that he went on and got a degree,
and every time, he tells that to everybody
and thanks me for saving him.”
Faxon said he owed his WKU career
to Robertson, the man who he created a
statue of dozens of years later.
“He hasn’t changed a bit since I was in
school,” Faxon said of Robertson. “He is
one of the dearest men that you will ever
meet. He’s got a gruff voice, but he’s a great
guy. If it wasn’t for him I probably wouldn’t
be at Western.”
continued on page 141

Russ Faxon, a 1973 WKU graduate,
welds steel rods that will form the inner
structure for a statue of Lee Robertson,
a man nicknamed “Mr. Western,” for the
Augenstein Alumni Center. Faxon, who
worked out of his studio, Selah Studio in
Bell Buckle, Tenn., was inducted into the
Hall of Distinguished Alumni in October.
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Right Paintbrushes are part
of a large collection of tools
which Russ Faxon uses in the
various stages of construction
for his life-size bronze
sculptures. Faxon, a WKU
graduate, had four of his
statues on WKU’s campus.
Below A small-scale model of
Big Red sits on a work bench
in Faxon’s studio in Bell Buckle,
Tenn. Faxon created a lifesize Big Red sculpture for the
Augenstein Alumni Center.

continued from page 138

Robertson, who had been connected to
WKU for 65 of his 90 years of his life, said he
and his family were honored, elated, surprised
and humbled by the creation of the sculpture.
Robertson graduated from WKU in 1950,
got his master’s degree at WKU in 1957 and
came to work at WKU in 1960 as the director
of Alumni Affairs and Placement. In 2013, he
worked part time in the development office.
“It’s pretty much of an honor, you know,”
Robertson said. “They’ve been awful good
to me around here. They’ve provided me an
unbelievable livelihood. I never really did feel
like I was at work.”
Faxon also created a life-size statue of Big
Red, WKU’s unique mascot.
Before its unveiling, the six-foot-tall
Big Red, which was completed in January,
remained hidden in storage at WKU.
“All the life size pieces are hollow, and they
are only going to be three-sixteenths to a
quarter inch thick,” Faxon said.
Faxon used the lost-wax casting process to
create each his pieces. This process involved
sculpting the figure in clay, making a rubber
mold of it and then casting a wax piece from
the mold. Faxon then delivered the wax
figure to an art foundry, a factory that cast
the sculpture in bronze.
Using this process, it took about nine
months to complete Big Red, but Faxon said
he just thought about the process one month
at a time.
“You are fed by what you do,” Faxon
said. “It’s a spiritual, mental feeding that
encourages you to do more.”
In addition to the statues at WKU, Faxon
also created the statues outside of Cracker
Barrel’s corporate offices in Lebanon, Tenn.,
and a statue of former Tennessee Governor
Ned McWherter. His favorite things to sculpt,
however, were dancers and tree people.

Faxon said he was thrilled to be able to
work with WKU on these pieces.
“You know the love that alumni have for
Western is really incredible,” Faxon said. “I’m
honored to be able to work and be associated
with the caliber of individuals that are there
at Western.”
President Ransdell shared his enthusiasm.
“Universities,
unlike
any
other
organizations must nurture their traditions
and distinctiveness,” Ransdell said. “Statues
are a way that traditions and values become
permanent.”
For Faxon, statues were more than just a
tradition.They were a way of life, a profession
and a passion.
Faxon was inducted into the Hall of
Distinguished Alumni on Oct. 19. At the
end of 2013, four of Faxon’s statues were
displayed on WKU’s campus.
His daughter Mary Faxon, a graduate
student pursuing a degree in mental health
counseling licensure, said having a sculptor
for a father was, in one word, “interesting.”
She said he taught her never to do anything
halfway and to leave things better than she
found them.
“I’m just so proud of him,” Mary said. “He
has always worked so hard. He has been a
great dad and role model and mentor. I could
not be happier for him.”
For Russ Faxon, a sculpture was where he
found his happiness.
He said his favorite piece was always his
next one. Art was about saying something
with his work, he said.
“There comes a time when you are honing
your craft like writing, like sculpture, like
photography where you say, ‘Okay, I have the
tools to do whatever it is I want to do. I can
say whatever it is I want to say,’” Faxon said.
“‘Now what do I have to say?’”

Story Mary-Kate Smith
Photography Leah Voss
Design Julie Washer
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“Anybody can wear a bow tie, but it
takes confidence to pull it off right,”

Anderson Jones, a graduate from
Memphis, Tenn., is developing his own
line of custom bow ties. He worked at
Dillard’s in the Greenwood Mall and
hoped to become well-known in the
design and merchandising field.

Anderson Jones, a graduate from Memphis, Tenn., said as he carefully
folded a piece of blue polka-dot fabric in his hands into a perfect bow tie.
With his creations, Jones hoped to influence his peers in a positive way by
building their confidence.
After majoring in architecture, interior design and fashion
merchandising, Jones graduated in December. During this time, Jones
was inspired to start creating his own bow ties when he realized the
current design offered to men was too complicated.
He began his business venture by giving a two-minute pitch for his bow
tie idea to the Small Business Accelerator Program run by WKU’s Center
for Research and Development. Jones’ pitch was accepted, which initially
launched the funds to begin his business.
The secret to Jones’ “reconstructed” design was to fold the fabric rather
than knotting it. Jones created his signature ties from recycled fabrics.
He used a variety of textiles from velvet to silk, but his favorite material
for his bow ties was denim. He found prints and materials he liked from
his own closet, from friends clothing and occasionally from thrift shops.
The bow tie creator worked with his own seamstress to produce his
product and hoped to eventually mass produce his bow ties.
“My bow ties are made in the U.S., which is a big selling point for me,”
Jones said.
Jones started a website in order to get his product out to the public.
His long term goal was to branch out and design other menswear
items including cuff links and dress shirts. Jones’ main concern,
however, was branding.
“I want to brand sophistication,” Jones said. “Anything that resembles
the gentleman.”
Story Drew Couch
Photography Dorothy Edwards
Design Julie Washer
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Brent Askins had an office lined with shelves full of freshly
cut pieces of maple, cherry, walnut and mahogany wood.
“I don’t look to sell them,” Askins, a professor in the
architect and manufacturing sciences department, said of
his handcrafted grandfather clocks, wooden candle stands
and guitars. “I just enjoy the woodwork.”
His passion for woodworking began at a young age when
he found the satisfaction that came with it.
“It’s the feeling you get when you step back and look at
the finished product,” Askins said. “You’ve got something
to show for the hours you’ve spent carefully detailing it.”
While pursuing his undergraduate degree at WKU,
Askins opened a small woodshop for three and a half years.
Although it was an enjoyable way to make a profit from
his skillful hobby, he said he soon found that his passion
couldn’t be priced. In graduate school Askins discovered
his zeal for teaching as a graduate assistant.
Terry Leeper, a professor of the gun making courses in the
same department as Askins, knew Askins as both a student in
the classroom and a colleague for 13 years at WKU.
“You could tell Brent had an excitement for
woodworking as a student,” Leeper said. “He’s got that
same drive as a teacher. He is one of the best instructors in
the department.”
A variety of students and faculty members had filled his
Acoustic Guitar Construction, Introduction and Advanced
Wood courses and Architectural Manufacturing Science
courses over his years of teaching at WKU. Of these
courses, Askins said that the Acoustic Guitar Construction
class had become one of his favorites to teach.
“The students don’t want to miss a class either,” he said.
Despite having no musical interest, Askins could educate
students to carefully construct an instrument that would
carry a perfect tune.
“As much as I love to make the instruments, I don’t
have a knack for music,” Askins said. “I’m more into the
mechanics of it all.”

Naturally drawn to the skillful art of manufacturing,
Askins was also involved with the construction of other
products, specifically motorcycles. He was the state
director of the Antique Motorcycle Club of America in
Kentucky and was awarded the People’s Choice Award
of Appreciation and continually added to his antique
motorcycle collection.
“I’m always buying, repairing and selling,” said Askins,
showing off the colorful collection of his restored 1936
Indian chief and 1967 Harley Davidson.
“Brent is an incredibly talented man,” Jeff Steinsberger,
a friend and former student of Askins, said.
Steinsberger was inspired to become a woodworking
instructor like his father at a young age.
When Steinsberger began studying at WKU, Askins
encouraged him in his talent.
“He was my advisor, guiding me in the right direction
and helping me through college,” Steinsberger said. “And
soon enough, we became good friends.”
Not only had Askins taught his students the mastery of
the skill inside the classroom, but he also left them with
lasting impressions as they went on to achieve their goals
after graduation.
“Woodworking teaches students to have a strong work
ethic,” Askins said. “My students learn patience and
problem solving real quickly in my courses.”
Steinsberger took the knowledge gained from his
courses at WKU into his next season of life.
He was an instructor at Nelson County Area Tech Center
and taught vocational classes in wood management and
cabinet making.
“He taught me not to take life or my job too seriously,
to think for myself and to always try new things even
if they are out of my comfort zone, in and outside of
woodworking,” Steinsberger said.

Right Brent Askins holds a guitar
he is constructing. Askins started
making guitars in 1983.
Below Askins, who started his
woodworking hobby in fifth grade,
had been a professor in the
department of architectural and
manufacturing sciences for 21 years.
“My favorite is the clock work,” Askins
said. “People kind of have made the
guitars more popular, but there’s just
something I love about the clocks.”

Story Madalyn Wilbanks
Photography Kreable Young
Design Houston Harris
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The Nimmos were bound together
by more than matrimony.
When they were not completing school projects, they were perfecting
their stitches, a passion they both shared.
Rebecca Nimmo, a Bowling Green graduate student, began sewing
when she was five.
Her first major project was a red Star Trek: The Original Series uniform
that she sewed completely by hand, Starfleet insignia and the dress itself.
“I would not recommend (sewing by hand), it is not the most fun thing to
do,” she said. “But I still have it and I can still wear it. I made it when I was 16.”
Rebecca created another Star Trek uniform as a hobby and three
Renaissance uniforms for Renaissance Fairs, and also knitted, cross stitched
and crocheted.
J.R. Nimmo, a Bowling Green senior, also knitted, crocheted and
created jewelry, but he spent most of his time and effort on his passion:
chain mail, which involved bending metal rings together to create a piece.
“You use two pliers to grab both sides of the wings and turn them opposite
of each other, then put them through the piece and close it,” he said.
J.R. found his love of chain mail through his brother, who acquired it
from a high school friend. He made pieces for fun, but also sold some
through word-of-mouth advertising.
The art of crafting chain mail was one that required patience.
“You may be adding one one-hundredth of an inch but you’re still getting
that, and eventually you get the whole piece,” he said.
Though the end product was different, both Rebecca and J.R. shared a
love for constructing costumes. Together, stitch by stitch, they were able
to make their creations come to fruition.
Story Lindsay Kriz
Photography Tyler Cobb
Design Julie Washer

Above Bowling Green graduate
student Rebecca Nimmo crochets
a hat for a friend. “I don’t do
this as a business or anything
like that, but I do some things
for friends every now and then,”
she said.
Left A Chinese checkers board
was one of the first things Bowling Green senior J.R. Nimmo
made out of chainmail. Playing
Chinese checkers was one of
Nimmo’s childhood past times.
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Left Photojournalism professor Josh
Meltzer has been brewing his own
beer for nearly six years. While on
the Internet, he found a coaster with
his last name, Meltzer, printed on it
and instantly purchased it.
Below When he isn’t taking photos,
teaching students how to take
photos or spending time with his
family, Meltzer spends some of his
free time in his garage brewing his
own beer. He began brewing his
own beer in 2006.

Beer. The kickoff to a million good times.
The reason for an untold number of good stories.
At WKU, beer was even brought to an intricate
art form through the use of home brewing. It
was a hobby that Josh Meltzer, a photojournalism
professor, was all too familiar with. Instead of
buying the usual six-pack, Meltzer instead opted to
make his own beer from scratch in the comfort of
his home.
Through the process of home brewing, he could
make beer by the keg-load and always have it on tap.
“The ingredients are pretty simple,” Meltzer
said. “You have water, some type of grain like
oats or barley and of course, the hops, which are
leafy greens that add bitterness. And you can add
different types of fruits and things for flavor.”
He described the process of brewing as simply
cooking the grains, bringing them to a high enough
temperature to get the sugars out, then holding
them at a steady temperature for about an hour.
The sugars were then strained to eliminate the
grain, and then boiled once again. Then, the hops
were added. The fermentation of the sugar was
what developed the alcohol, and took up to six
weeks. Therefore, a batch of beer was prepared
nearly two months before it could be consumed.
Then, the freshly brewed beer was either siphoned
into individual bottles or into a large keg.
Meltzer began home brewing in 2006 after his
father-in-law gave him a brewing starter kit, and
said he considered himself somewhere between a
beginner and an advanced brewer.
“I don’t have any of my own recipes yet,” he said.
“I just use the tried and tested recipes.”
Another WKU home brewer was Andrew
McMichael, assistant dean of students and one
of the instructors of an actual beer-brewing class
taught on campus.

“The class is taught in a lab and can count as either
one science credit or one history credit,” he said.
McMichael said the class was formally named
the History of Alcohol, but that much of it involved
brewing in class and testing different recipes.
He said he developed an interest in brewing
after he saw an advertisement for it in the back of
a magazine.
A fan of Belgian beers, he said he liked to
experiment with different Belgian recipes.
He said he always had a surplus of beer on tap.
Like Meltzer though, McMichael said his home
brewing was only a hobby and that he didn’t let it
consume too much of his time.
“I only brew one or two days out of the month,”
he said.
One thing that both Meltzer and McMichael
agreed on was that sterilization was the key to
making a great-tasting batch of beer.
“The biggest problem that a lot of people have is
contamination of some bacteria that’s either in the
air or on the bottle, and it will ruin the whole batch
and it will taste terrible,” Meltzer said.
McMichael, who preferred to bottle his beer,
confirmed that it was especially difficult to sterilize
each individual bottle of beer, but he agreed that
it was absolutely necessary in order to produce a
good batch.
“The bacteria won’t kill you,” he said. “It will just
taste bad.”
Both men said they especially enjoyed making
their beer for the summer months, but usually
brewed year-round, as well.
“For me it’s fun,” Meltzer said. “I like to share
it with guests; it’s kind of a novelty to say ‘Hey try
some of my beer.’”

Story Ashley Knight
Photography Ty Cobb
Design Julie Washer
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Above While trying to play with
his four-wheeler in the house,
9-year-old Chase Neal argues
with his mother, Munfordville
junior Lanita Neal. Neal had
Chase her senior year of high
school and raised him and his
younger brothers as a single
parent for most of their lives,
though their father was still a
large influence.

Her alarm went off at 5:45 a.m. She woke up and set
out the medications for the three boys; seven for Chase,
five for each of the twins. After waking them up, she made
each of them a separate breakfast. When they finished, she
would help them brush their teeth. After she dropped the
three boys at school, she went straight to work at Rite-Aid
for five hours, left work at noon and went straight to class.
After class, she sometimes needed to go to the hospital for
an emergency treatment, but on lucky days, she got to go
to church. Weekends were always spent at the hospital
receiving treatments.
Looking at Lanita Neal, she appeared to simply be
another non-traditional college student. She rarely missed a
class and she was always prepared.
Neal, a junior in the social work program, was a master
of time management. Over time, she had learned how to
balance working a part-time job with being a youth leader
in her church and being a single mom with three children
who all had severe medical disabilities.
“It’s not easy, but it could always be worse,” she said. “My
kid isn’t in a wheelchair, and they aren’t on their deathbed,
but it’s definitely not easy.”
Her three sons: 9-year-old Chase and 4-year-old
twins Blake and Broc, all had Myasthenia Gravis, mild
Tourette’s, severe attention deficit hyperactivity disorder,
known as ADHD, and numerous other medical problems.
Myasthenia Gravis was an incurable autoimmune muscle
dystrophy that mimicked symptoms of a stroke. Her sons
typically drug one leg when they walked, had drooping
eyes and crippling hands. Throughout their lives, the boys
had to use walkers, needed assistance using the restroom

and eating and visited dozens upon dozens of occupational,
physical and vision therapists.
Neal said she chose to pursue a social work degree
because of her interest in children. When Neal went
through her custody battle for her children, she understood
what a social worker’s role was, and how they could help
a situation. She wanted to be that hope for someone else.
“Growing up in my area there were a lot of children
in poverty,” she said. “They always confided in me, and I
always had kids that wanted to come over if they needed
something and we would try to provide.”
Neal worked at the local Rite-Aid, and because of her
demanding situation, there were times when she would
have to take off weeks at a time because one of her boys
were in the hospital.
Neal’s boss, Erica Puckett, said Neal’s positive attitude
played into her situation. Customers specifically asked for
Neal as their consultant at Rite-Aid, and often asked her for
advice on what she would do in their situation.
“I’ve never met anyone that is such a go-getter, who
always does more than what she has to,” Puckett said. “She’s
an inspiration to everyone who is around her.”
Despite Neal’s positive attitude, she made sacrifices for
her sons, including stepping down from a higher-paying
management job in order to devote more time to her sons.
Treatments for her sons, which lasted ten to 12 hours,
required her to commute to Lexington, Louisville,
Nashville and sometimes Virginia. Something as small as
getting the boys to eat or taking a trip to Wal-Mart was
a monumental task. However, Neal never doubted making
the sacrifices she made for her boys.
continued on page 153

Left Lanita Neal’s three sons,
Chase and 4-year-old twins
Blake and Broc play with Hot
Wheels cars with their cousin
before their bedtime. Neal’s
three sons all suffered from the
same diseases.
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Above Lanita Neal tickles her 4-yearold son Broc. “From the outside they
look normal, but they can’t do things
most kids can do,” Neal said.
Opposite Lanita Neal gives her
4-year-old son, Blake, his third dose
of medicine. Each of her three sons
had to take three different medicines
twice a day to ease the effects of their
diseases. To have all children affected
by the same disease was a rare
phenomenon which doctors and medical
professionals throughout the state were
unable to fully understand.

continued from page 151

“There are a lot of things I’ve given up or had to fight for,
but when it’s your child you don’t even think twice about
it,” she said.
Moments of struggle also came amid Neal’s sacrifices.
However, she quickly said that her church, Harls Chapel
Baptist, was her outlet.
“I couldn’t do it if I didn’t have my church,” she said.
“There were times when I would think, ‘how am I going to
feed them, or take care of them?’”
Neal said that in times of desperation like that, God
would show up.
“I would find a check in the mail for something as simple
as being a faithful customer for paying my water bill on
time, and there was the money I needed to feed them.”
Her pastor, Keith Rowlett, said Neal was a “special lady
with a special talent of dealing with the youth.”

Neal was a leader in her church. She helped her church’s
youth with singing, bible studies and through their life’s
tough endeavors.
Despite Neal’s overall positive attitude, she still worried
about her children’s future.
“The hardest part is the unknown, not knowing if one day
they are going to have heart failure,” she said. “The doctors
can’t tell me if they’re going to one day just not be able to
fight anymore, not going to be able to take medication or if
anything we’re doing is even benefitting them.”
Despite all of the sacrifices she made, she said she
wouldn’t change a thing about her situation.
“Month to month you never know what’s going to
happen, or how much money everything is going to cost,
but it could be worse,” she said. “One day it’s gonna be
okay…one day.”

Story Elyssa Carmony
Photography Bria Granville
Design Julie Washer
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Whether it was bringing a rowdy crowd of Hilltopper fans to
their feet in Smith Stadium or leading fans in the Fight Song in
Diddle Arena, WKU cheerleaders always represented the Tops in
the best way possible.
The most prestigious collegiate cheerleading competition in the
country was no exception.
In January, the coed team and the all-girls team competed in the
2013 Universal Cheerleading Association’s National Championship
in Orlando, Fla. Both teams placed in the top ten.
The coed team excelled at the UCA competition as one of 13
teams that advanced to the final round, where they ultimately
placed ninth.
“This has been one of our youngest teams, with eight freshmen
out of the 16 on the mat,” Head Coach Tom Jones said. “We were
still the only Sun Belt school to place in the top ten.”
Jones said that in the coming year, he looked forward to his team
placing even higher at competitions and supporting the rest of the
WKU athletics in the new conference, Conference USA.
WKU was represented well not only by one team, but two. The
all-girls team placed eighth in the All-Girl Division 1A, beating out
the likes of Mississippi State University,The University of Memphis
and Temple University.
“The young ladies that represent Western Kentucky University
held up their end of the bargain by hitting the routine that the
coaching staff made for them,” the All-Girls Head Coach Joshua
Bewley said. “Athletics is great because so many times it’s just that
one shot. It makes the thrill of competing a rush for yourself and
for your team.”
After all the hustle and bustle of the 2013 competition came and
went, the all-girls team was ready for a new year and new members
to add to their close-knit squad.
“The past two years I was looked at as an underclassman, but
since I will be a junior this next season I hope to be a leader, a
mentor and also a friend to all of the girls,” Owensboro sophomore
Madison Hayden said. “This year will be the best year for the WKU
All-Girl Cheer Team because our incoming freshman class has a lot
of talent, along with our returners, so we are just hoping to excel
in whatever we do.”
Excelling in whatever they did didn’t come easy.
“Our practices consist of repeatedly going through our Nationals
routine,” Hayden said. “We work on material that may not be
working to improve it for a solid hit.”
Win or lose, Hayden found one thing to be certain.
“I will always be a true Hilltopper and could not be anymore
thankful for having the opportunity to represent my school,” she
said. “It’s a great feeling to be right there on the sideline cheering
on the TOPS!”
Story Anna Pettus Photography Luke Franke Design Julie Washer
Carlee Peace, a sophomore from West Harrison,
Ind., leads the crowd in cheers with other members
of the all-girl squad during a football game
against Austin Peay State University on Sept. 1 in
Smith Stadium. The all-girl squad and coed squad
cheered at football and basketball games.
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After competitively riding horses
for 15 years, Paige Montgomery,
a graduate student from Mt. Juliet,
Tenn., now focuses on teaching
others to ride. She planned to
open a therapeutic riding center
to help people with special needs
after graduating.
Opposite: Montgomery stands
with one of her horses, D.C.
Montgomery has been riding
horses since she was 7 years old.
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Horses were not a hobby for Paige Montgomery. They were her life.
Montgomery was involved with WKU’s Equestrian Team, worked at the
University Farm as a graduate assistant, cared for horses of her own and
competed in national championships.
But perhaps most importantly, horses helped her cope with personal tragedy.
“My horses are easy to be around. I can always talk to them,” Montgomery, a
graduate student from Mt. Juliet, Tenn., said. “We connect so well. They don’t
care what you look like.They’re just like family.”
Montgomery began riding when she was 7 years old with no indication of how
the hobby would later change her lifestyle. When she was only 8, misfortune
struck her family. Her brother died of a brain tumor and, as a result of the
trauma, her parents divorced soon afterward. With the stresses of both major
events happening simultaneously, she needed a distraction.
“Having horses was an escape,” she said. “They were always there, and riding
gives you a freeing feeling. My favorite part about it is that it’s a de-stressor.
Everything goes away when I go out to the [WKU] farm.”
Montgomery wanted to give others the chance to experience what she did
and she hoped to open a therapeutic riding program after graduate school.
Bowling Green senior Creste Payne, Montgomery’s friend, roommate and
co-worker, saw promise in Montgomery’s plans.
“I think she’ll be great with the therapy program,” Payne said. “She’s wonderful
with kids and really has a passion for what she does. Her heart is in it all the way.”
As a child, Montgomery frequently spent time with her brother who
could not walk because of damage to his spinal cord. She was a member of
the Candlelighters, a support group for the families of children with cancer
and special needs. Her mother was also a physical therapist for special needs
individuals, which connected her to them even more.
“The Ronald McDonald house became my home away from home,”
Montgomery said.
Through her experience with children with special needs, she discovered her
passion to help other people in similar situations.

“These kids need some way to feel the way we do. They’re all so loving,”
Montgomery said. “Growing up, I heard stories of how horses could connect
with them.”
Thus, her dream of opening a therapeutic horse program was triggered.
Combining her love of horses with her love of people produced an idea that
would further herself and others.
Another friend and riding partner of Montgomery’s, Elizabeth Conner, a
junior from Lynnville, Ind., planned to open a similar program.
“Some of these special needs children spend their lives in a chair, and their
whole face lights up when they get on the horses,” Conner said. “The good that
riding does for these children is difficult to put into words, but it is definitely
a sight to see.”
Montgomery said that she would most likely open her program in Arizona
and continue competing as long as she could. She had won 20 national
championships, but her horses always came first in her mind.
“I don’t know what I would be doing right now if I didn’t have the horses,”
Montgomery said.
Montgomery’s co-workers agreed that her devotion to her horses was evident
in her willingness to work hard and constantly sacrifice her time.
“Paige shows her dedication to horses in every aspect of her life,” Conner
said. “Everything she does revolves around horses and the people in the
equestrian program at WKU. Paige is at every single practice and every class
offered by the university.”
Montgomery was even involved in the tedious manual labor of owning horses.
“What really instilled [Paige’s] passion for horses is having to do not only
the fun stuff but the work that goes along with it,” Payne said. “Cleaning stalls,
feeding, grooming—all that builds an immeasurable amount of character and
makes the fun stuff really worth doing.”
Montgomery showed that passionate people could achieve wonders when
they harness their ambition to serve others, and she had plans to grab the reins
and run with hers.
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It was hard to believe that beneath an
intensive construction site there would be a
fully-functioning food court. Above Redzone and
the Downing University Center food court, the
skeleton of the building was bare and vulnerable.
The upper floors of DUC had been stripped and
nothing remained except for studs and piping. The
smell of sawdust lingered above, while below the
scent of food wafted through.
The DUC renovations were a symbol for WKU
in 2012 and 2013. Tours of potential freshmen
passed by, witnessing the growth of WKU.
Students and faculty adapted to the construction,
and worked and lived around it every day. The
process showed what a fluid state WKU was in.
But what people saw were bits and pieces of a
larger story.
The Planning, Design and Construction
department was in charge of DUC construction
among other projects. They planned to finish the
first phase in the summer of 2013 and the second
phase by 2014.
Bryan Russell, director of the department,
covered all projects from renovations to intense
maintenance. Although he had a lot on his plate,
he still kept up with all his work through a
supportive staff.
“I have a lot of great people,” Russell said.
Christie Cook, secretary of the Planning, Design
and Construction department, balanced many

tasks and guests that came into the office. She had
years of experience working in the department.
“It’s a very interesting place to work,” Cook
said. “I wouldn’t have it any other way. I’m just a
one of many cogs in the wheel.”
The team compiled and combined research from
across the board, from Information Technology to
off-campus commissioned engineers and student
surveys in order to serve the majority of WKU to
the best extent possible. The department wanted
to connect campus and worked together to finish
these projects.
The Planning, Design and Construction
department went unnoticed—just the way
they liked it. They tried to do their work as
unobtrusively as possible. However, it was
impossible to go completely unnoticed, especially
in the waking hours of the day.
“The DUC construction wakes me up sometimes
in the morning,” Lawrenceburg sophomore Jessica
Brumley said. “That’s annoying, but other than
that there isn’t much more that bothers me.”
Residents of Minton and Bates-Runner Halls
were close to the action at DUC. Subway
became the second most productive location
in the U.S. after its relocation to the bottom
floor of Bates. Students were accepting of
the renovation despite the close proximity
to the noise, and for Subway the trouble of
construction actually helped it.
continued on page 160
Traffic on Avenue of Champions is
reduced to one lane during construction on
Downing University Center. Two stages of
construction were planned, with a part of
DUC remaining opening during each stage.
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Above Iron fittings, one of many
construction tools, are stacked on the
third floor of the Downing University
Center. Construction on the west side
of DUC, Phase I of the renovation,
began in June and was expected to
be finished by August 2013.
continued from page 158

“A lot of people thought we would be more
intrusive during the DUC renovation, but they said
it isn’t as bad as they thought it’d be,” Russell said.
Those affected the most were the WKU
Store, Student Government Association and
other organizations that were housed in DUC.
Russell said the majority of the moves took place
over the summer of 2012. When these groups
would return to DUC, their space doubled with
the renovation.
The construction disassembled the students
for a time, but the goal was to make DUC an

even more central place to campus than before.
Russell said that President Ransdell said he wanted
every freshman to know what DUC was. The
department worked to the best of their ability to
fit the desires of all, from the campus president to
the contractors on the job.
“We are a tool for the university to get things
done,” Russell said.
The Planning, Design and Construction
department built the physical part of students’
college experience—it was up to the students to
capture it.

Opposite Blueprints and design
plans line the walls of the main
construction trailer of Louisville-based
Whittenberg Construction Company
at the Downing University Center
construction site. Construction started
in the fall and continued throughout
the spring and summer.
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Twenty-two was the magic number for the Swimming and Diving
team in the 2012-2013 season.
The men and women teams, combined, set 22 new school records
over the course of their record-breaking seasons.
Head Coach Bruce Marchionda said the amount of records that were
broken was unlike anything he had seen in his 11 years on the Hill.
“Twenty-two school records being broken in one season, that’s
pretty unique,” Marchionda said.
The women’s team went on to capture their ninth Sun Belt
Conference championship in program history since 2001. The team’s
championship victory was made all the sweeter by the fact the team
had to overcome a 14-point deficit in the final day of competition to
clinch the title. WKU tallied nine top-five finishes in the final day to
move into first place.
Claire Conlon, a sophomore from Pietermaritzburg, South Africa,
who broke a school record in the 200 breast event during the
conference championships, said she was proud of the team’s comefrom-behind victory.
“It was so special to win the title because this is the last Sun Belt
swim meet WKU will be a part of,” Conlon said. “I was also so proud
of our girls team because we had to swim with such heart on the last
day to secure the win.”
Marchionda said he was glad the team was able to bring the
championship home after two consecutive runner-up finishes and in
the final season in the conference before moving to Conference USA.
“Very exciting for the program to bring that championship back to
Bowling Green,” Marchionda said. “For our girls to win it the way they
did too was just very exciting.”
The men’s team jumped to Conference USA in the 2012-2013
season. The Hilltoppers were unable to capture a conference title
in their inaugural season, however an impressive showing at the
Conference USA Invitational catapulted them to a second place finish.
Marchionda said he was pleased with the team’s performance
despite being unable to take home the conference title. Southern
Story Sam Osborne Photography Kreable Young Design Julie Washer
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Methodist University, consistently one of the Top 25 Swimming and
Diving programs in the nation, took home the title.
“We swam phenomenally well there and ended up breaking 12
school records,” Marchionda said. “For our men to go in there in our
first year and give Southern Methodist all they could handle-it was
very exciting,”
Under Marchionda’s reign, WKU has never finished worse than
second in their conference championships.
Adam Dajka, a senior from Budapest, Hungary, took first place in
the 200 backstroke event, and broke a school record in the process
with a time of 1:44.82.
Dajka said the team gave it their all at the conference championships,
and that breaking a school record in his final meet as a Hilltopper was
particularly special.
“I believe we exceeded our expectations with our performance,”
Dajka said. “I was going after that record for two years and it was my
last chance to break it. The 200 backstroke was the best way to finish
my 20-year career, a lifetime best and a school record. I couldn’t have
asked for more.”
Caitlin Dean, a senior from Grand Rapids, Mich., and Giorgi
Meyer, a freshman from Lutz, Fla., both qualified for the NCAA
Zone C Diving championships, a precursor to the NCAA Diving
Championships, following the Sun Belt conference championships.
Dean finished 36th in the women’s one-meter prelims with a score of
233.00. Meyer placed 44th on the men’s three-meter evaluations after
posting an overall score of 257.60.
Marchionda was named Co-Coach of the Year in both the Conference
USA and Sun Belt Conference at the close of the season.
Marchionda said that he was very pleased to receive the honors,
but said it wouldn’t have been possible without the record-breaking
successes of his student-athletes.
“Anytime you are awarded anything by your peers its always
something very special,” he said. “But the awards were just a little part
of what a great season it was.”
Women

Men

October
Delta State University - W

October
Delta State University - W

November
Vanderbilt University - W
Tulane University - W
Hilltopper Invite - 1st
Miami Invite - 4th

November
Northwestern University - L
University of Illinois-Chicago - W
Hilltopper Invite - 1st
Miami Invite - 5th

January
Nova Southeastern University - W
Florida Atlantic University - W
University of Evansville - W

January
Florida Atlantic University - W
Nova Southeastern University - W
University of Evansville - W

March
Sun Belt Conference Championships - 1st

February
Conference USA Invitational - 2nd

Above The Women’s Swimming & Diving
team gets pumped up by cheering before the
WKU Hilltopper Invite on Friday, November
16 at the Preston Center. The women’s team
went on to win the two-day meet.
Left Claire Conlon, a sophomore breaststroke
swimmer from Pietermaritzburg, South Africa,
cheers on her teammates as they compete
in relays at the WKU Swimming & Diving
Hilltopper Invite on Saturday, November 17
at the Preston Center. Both the men’s and
women’s swim teams won at the meet.
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“Whatever you are, be a good one.”
First said by former President Abraham
Lincoln, this quote was printed on a magnet
perched on Liz Bernard’s refrigerator and it
was a mantra the WKU alumna and proud store
owner of Zingarella, a boutique on the Bowling
Green square, lived by.
“If you want something, you have to work
hard,” Bernard said. “I was raised to dive head
first into everything I do.”
And “dive head first” she did.
Bernard opened Zingarella in November
2009, and she lived above the store in an
apartment for a year.
Although Bernard loved being able to sleep in
a little late, roll out of bed and be at work. She
admitted that when she lived above her shop
she also felt as if she was never really off the
clock. Of the experience, she said she missed
the accessibility to her customers and being able
to see the downtown square from a bird’s-eye
point of view—especially when the Christmas
lights were hung.
Owning her own store meant she wore all of
the hats. She began each day by turning on her
music and then lighting a candle in the store.
After that, it was an “anything goes” mindset.
“Once that candle’s lit…you just never know
what’s going to happen,” she said, referring to her
chaotic day-to-day life.
Bernard said that even days when business
was slow, there was always something to occupy
her time. Most days, that something involved a
creative project at the store.
A self-proclaimed “treasure hunter” and “DIY
junkie,” Bernard always found something to
paint, craft or sew. She taught herself how to sew.

Her first project was a pair of overalls she made
as a child—one leg was longer than the other and
one leg opening was sewn completely shut.
Bernard had come a long way since that pair
of overalls.
She was responsible for finding and painting all
the furniture in her store and was described by
her friends as deeply passionate.
“Liz is a very dedicated person to her friends
and her passions,” Susan Houechner, owner of
Barbara Stewart Interiors in downtown Bowling
Green, said. “She has several passions in her life.
Zingarella, her boutique store, is one.”
Bridget Sexton, manager of Bluetique, another
store on the square, also admired Bernard’s
professional and friendly ways.
“Zingarella was the only other woman’s
clothing store on the square and when we opened
she greeted us with open arms,” Sexton said. “Liz
has personally been very friendly and genuine to
me as a newcomer to the area.”
Bernard, on the other hand believed her
friends, liked her for different reasons.
“’Cause I’m crazy!” she said. “I like people to
be happy. I’m a happy maker. I would tackle a
tiger for my friend.”
She planned on making herself happy as well,
and had bright plans for her future.
Bernard said she wanted to live the American
dream. She wanted to expand her brand and
crossed her fingers for a branch on the coast
someday. She also wanted to start a family of
her own.
These ambitious dreams of one day travelling
to the coast lined up perfectly with the childhood
nickname her parents gave her: “Little Gypsy.”
Or, in Italian, “Zingarella.”

Story Anna Pettus
Photography Kreable Young
Design Davide Fellini and Deron Millay
Liz Bernard is the owner of
Zingarella, a clothing boutique, in
downtown Bowling Green. She
not only ran the boutique, but also
lived above it for a year.
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Phillip Wheeler, a funeral director and
embalmer, lives at J.C. Kirby and Son
Funeral Chapel on Broadway Avenue in
Bowling Green. “You have to be a lot
quieter. You can’t do things like washing
clothes or vacuuming because they can
hear you downstairs,” Wheeler said.
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The Rev. Michael Williams is the priest
of St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Campus
Center on College Street near Cherry
Hall, where he also lives with 15 college
men. “I have to be very deliberate
about locking my door because I’ve got
an open door policy,” Williams said.

For many WKU students, their church and church communities
served as a home away from home, but for the 15 young men
that lived at St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Campus Center, their
church was their home.
Father Mike Williams came to WKU four years ago to serve
as chaplain and director at St. Thomas Aquinas. Williams brought
with him a passion for connecting with young people.
Williams requested the St. Thomas Aquinas position because he
thought he would enjoy the unpredictable nature of college life.
The bishop for the Diocese of Owensboro agreed and assigned
Williams to the Catholic Campus Center.
“I get bored with regular routine stuff, and parish life can get a
little routine,” Williams said. “There is nothing routine in college
life because there is always a new group of people coming in and an
old group leaving. There are always new ideas, new opportunities.
I just love that. I don’t get bored. Every day is a new day.”
Williams, who lived at the center, quickly realized he had
excess housing and began to rent out living spaces. In 2013, 14
male students and one alumnus resided on the Newman Center’s
property in three different types of housing including a white
house, an apartment building and another house that Williams
called “the dorms.”
Williams lived in the downstairs two-bedroom apartment
and five students lived upstairs. Four young men lived in the
white house and six lived in “the dormitory.” All the rent money
contributed to a general operating fund for the center.
Williams, a Kentucky native born in Lexington and raised in
Cynthiana, became a priest in 1997. He said it was typical for
a Catholic priest to live on-site at a church or chapel. However,
living so close to college students was a little out of the ordinary.
“I don’t need a lot of privacy,” Williams said. “I’m an extrovert.
I love people. I don’t like missing things. I like to be right in the
thick of things, and so I am.”
Though the St. Thomas Aquinas student housing originally
began as a logical way to utilize vacant space, it grew into a
community and a family.
“The thing that I love about it is that it’s bigger than me,”
Williams said. “I think that the students who live here certainly
have a better understanding of church…they see what it takes to
keep a church going, so I think they are more invested.”
Fancy Farm senior Scott Burch, who lived at the center each of
his four years at WKU, said he felt more invested in the church.
“This is one of the few campuses that I know where the church
on campus is geared toward the college students,” Burch said.
“That’s why I feel the connection for me is so strong.”
Burch, a religious studies major, hoped to teach religion at a
Catholic school after graduation. While at St. Thomas Aquinas, he

attended services, played intramurals and participated in small
groups. These small groups, started three years ago by Williams
and Campus Minister Mary Reding, were a way for students to
talk about the concerns in their lives.
“Small groups have changed the way this place feels, the way
it operates, the way people do community, and it bleeds over
into these apartments,” Williams said, adding that the five men
living in the upstairs apartment all happened to be in the same
small group.
Utica graduate student Andy Austin was one of the five young
men in the apartment small group. Austin lived in the apartment
for three years and described the experience as wonderful.
“What makes it so wonderful is being so close to church,
having that opportunity to go pray at any hour in the chapel and
just being immersed in a community of faithful, like-minded
individuals,” Austin said.
Williams said growing in faith came with living at the center.
“Even if you don’t come here expecting your faith to grow, it
just has to because…you are just exposed to so much that it has
to affect you,” he said. “Because of that, I probably have ten or
12 students who are on a waiting list to move in here. There is
always a desire to live here.”
Williams said the other men at St. Thomas Aquinas look up to
those who live at the church. However, the young men said they
look up to Williams.
“When I describe Father Mike, I definitely emphasize the
father part,” Austin said. “He is a father to me away from home…
he is there to help me whenever I need direction or whenever I
just want to go hang out.”
Williams said he maintained an open door policy toward the
students at the center.
“I love them to death and they know it, so they are not afraid to
let me into their lives,” Williams said.
Bardstown junior Zachary Coots, who lived in “the dorms,”
said he could definitely talk to Williams about anything going on
in his life.
“The main message I’ve learned from Father is be comfortable
with who you are,” Coots said. “Be you.”
Coots enjoyed the perks of living at the center. He was close to
classes and found it easier to focus on his studies. Coots said he
loved the community feel of the center.
“We may live in different houses, but we are all still a
community,” Coots said. “It’s kind of funny because most people
don’t expect that you live at a church.”
But for Coots, Williams and the other 14 young men at the
center, St. Thomas Aquinas was their church, their community
and their home.
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A group of Bowling Green residents
circulated a new trend around the city. Any
person who watched the streets was bound to
see a glimpse of the unusual vehicle.
“We know it looks ridiculous,” Bowling Green
resident and former WKU student Duncan
McKenzie said. “It’s silly, simple and speedy.”
Their vehicle of choice was the moped, which
was quite handy for traversing a college town
McKenzie said.They not only rode their mopeds,
they also held another level of attachment with
their machines—they built them.
“It was overwhelming at first,” Louisville
senior Ben Aroh said, referring to his first time
constructing a moped. “But I had it done in a
day or two.”
A moped skeleton awaiting resurrection
greeted those who walked into Aroh’s home.
The pieces laid strewn across the house while
his roommates worked on projects of their
own, moped or otherwise. Aroh’s projects
stretched from the house to his back shed,
where he kept two of his masterpieces.
This kind of scene appeared all over garages
in Bowling Green. Within four years 15 men,

many of them WKU students, had picked up a
moped and started work.
Rockfield senior Andrew Bernell’s garage
doubled as a museum full of Puch and Piseau
mopeds, the Corvettes of the moped world.
“This van used to be known as the garage on
wheels,” Bernell said, motioning toward his
vehicle. “It used to smell like oil and gas all
the time.”
Their expertise surfaced in simple chitchat.
They debated on whether they wanted speed
or power, to pop wheelies or combat Bowling
Green’s infamous hills. Speed bikes were less
practical for use in Bowling Green, but that
didn’t stop their creation. Aroh had succeeded
in breaking 60 mph on his moped.
Aroh rolled his mopeds out with care, as
the dim sunset light gleaned on the shiny
metal. The creations were slender, sleek
and fast. Despite the fragility compared to
other two-wheeled vehicles, Aroh concisely
put powerful enhancements on his mopeds,
which gave them an edge over most others.
These intricacies took months—their hobby
was very time-consuming.
continued on page 172

Louisville senior Ben Aroh tries to start a
moped he is fixing for a friend. “It could
be the first time the engine has started since
the early 1980s,” Aroh said. “I rebuild all
of the engines to ensure they run perfectly.”
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“It’s like a relationship,” McKenzie said. “You
gotta put work into it.”
McKenzie was another moped reviver and
also had half of his garage taken over by mopeds.
Over the winter, the gang usually spent time
renovating their rides, until spring came and
they could get back out into town. During the
hiatus, the group often collected at Hilligan’s
Bar and Grill or Carter’s Tattoo Company.
The riders couldn’t help but smile with pride
when they showed off their mopeds.
Aroh brought out a red moped, which looked
almost like a bicycle except for the ferocious
engine held between two wheels. He kicked
it on, letting the motor hum and the headlight
piercingly shine. He revved it and warmed up the
engine despite the frigid air. The moped purred

with a strong force before accelerating and gliding
from sidewalk to road and back again.
“I try to make things reliable,” McKenzie said.
“Other than walking, mopeds are my main form
of transportation.”
The mopeds garnered attention wherever
they went. McKenzie let his friends go for a
spin and always received remarks on how fun
and free it felt to ride one.
Aroh’s roommates also joined the team.
“We were always asking Ben about them, and
we all just fell in love with them,” Louisville
junior Logan Rose, Aroh’s roommate, said. “It’s
like learning to ride a bicycle all over, except
you have no pedals—whoa.”
This group of friends was formed by a mutual,
uncommon interest: rebuilding mopeds.
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Louisville senior Ben Aroh
installs a new clutch on an
E50 moped engine. Aroh
rebuilt mopeds for himself
and his friends.
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Bowling Green senior Daniel Puckett,
who started making balloon figures
in high school, owns his own local
balloon business, Balloons by Daniel,
and covered events including birthday
parties and wedding receptions. “It’s
fun and different,” Puckett said. “It gives
me an opportunity to learn new stuff.
Plus, I get to meet a lot of new people.”

It may have been unusual, but it was art nonetheless. Bowling Green
senior Daniel Puckett spent his Saturdays twisting balloon animals,
surrounded by soccer moms and endless lines of children. His creations
stirred such an interest for party and event entertainment that he
launched Balloons by Daniel, his own balloon business.
Puckett acquired his unique skill while working at a restaurant. In
2010, his manager suggested that he learn to make balloon animals as a
way to entertain customers.
“Some of the kids are like, ‘Oh my gosh, that’s the coolest thing,’”
Puckett said. “Entertaining people is my favorite part about it.”
People around Bowling Green came to recognize his name, as he
relied almost solely on word-of-mouth advertising. During that time,
he worked around 15 to 20 parties a month, including school functions,
pizza places and other restaurants and kids’ parties.
“I keep up with the empty bags that I’ve used throughout the
year,” Puckett said. “Last year I used 120 100-count bags. That’s
12,000 balloons.”
WKU professor Greg Arbuckle attested to Puckett’s consistent
quality of service, having hired Puckett nine or 10 times himself.
“He always shows up on time and will even stay overtime to make
sure that every kid is happy,” Arbuckle said. “He works with them and
teaches them how to make simple animals.”
Puckett attempted to grow his business by training other people
to twist small balloon creations. They helped him at events to raise

funds for Habitat for Humanity by visiting nearby attractions such as
Jackson’s Orchard and Chaney’s Dairy Barn. They accepted donations
for the balloons that they made and contributed the money to Habitat.
“I’m always looking for fundraising ideas,” Puckett said.
Sherry Novelli, Puckett’s family friend, thought highly of him and his
philanthropic work.
“He found a group he could bond with at Habitat,” Novelli said. “It’s
cool. What they do should really be considered mission work. They see
the value in giving back to others in need.”
Novelli had known Puckett from a young age and recognized that he
had a creative streak early in his life.
“You’ve got to have a passion for [twisting balloons]. Daniel has a
passion for it—he really does,” Novelli said. “As a kid, he would make
duct tape wallets and chain mail.”
As an advanced manufacturing major, Puckett drew some correlations
between his work and his major. They were both hands on, interactive
and involved producing something new.
“I can usually look at [a balloon creation] and learn how to make or
copy it,” Puckett said.
An inventive mind made accomplishing such a task possible.
“I think all technologically based people are more hands on,”
Arbuckle said.
Puckett chose to channel his creativity in a medium more unique
than most others—balloons.

Opposite Puckett models his original
balloon hats. They were popular at
children’s events.
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Louisville junior Molly Kaviar and
Carmen Black, a regional organizer
for the Real Food Challenge, prepare
bok choy wraps with jalapeno grits,
barbecue chicken and radish puree for
the 100-Mile Dinner. The dinner was
prepared by students with the help of
Josh Polling, of Home Cafe, as part
of a showcase that discussed farming
in the community, eating healthy and
supporting local businesses.
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The low hum of laughter and clinking silverware filled
WKU’s Faculty House.These sounds, along with countless
smiling people, contributed to the quaint, relaxed feeling
that diffused through the air.The sense of satisfaction in the
air was attributed to one thing: good food.
The 100-Mile Dinner, hosted by WKU’s Americans for
Informed Democracy, or WKUAID, and GreenToppers,
provided a free meal that was made from locally grown food.
“It’s important for me to know where my food is
coming from and what I’m eating,” Louisville junior and
member of WKUAID Molly Kaviar said. “We’re trying
to promote local food, especially on campus.”
Over 130 participants enjoyed dishes made from
scratch including butternut squash tacos, chicken bok
choy wraps with jalapeno grits and sweet Thai chili sauce,
pulled pork sandwiches, ice cream from Chaney’s Dairy
Barn and fresh bread from JD Bakery.
“The food was delicious,” Saundra Ardrey, the codirector of the Institute for Citizenship and Social
Responsibility, said. “I’m trying not to eat as much
processed food, and any opportunity to eat fresh, locally
grown food is a healthy choice.”
Sarah Fritschner, the co-coordinator of the Louisville
Farm to Table program and the event’s guest speaker,
discussed the rarity of fresh food in the American diet today.
“Mass produced food is the standard,” Fritschner said.
“I learned that people don’t eat healthy food because
they think it doesn’t taste good, but fresh produce tastes
better if it doesn’t travel very far. It’s associated with
quality of life and good health.”
The dinner was the kickoff for the Farm to Campus
Convergence, a day-long workshop that informed
participants on what local and sustainable food was and
how to get it on college campuses.
Fritschner offered her assistance through the Real
Food Challenge, a campaign that helped students work
with their campus’ food service distributors to gain more
local ingredients—in WKU’s case, WKU Restaurant and
Catering Group or ARAMARK.
“My understanding is that many students are interested
in having local food in dining services,” Fritschner said.

“I would love to help them with that. It’s hard to find a
movement, but these kids have done it.”
Groups from several surrounding universities engaged
in open-ended conversations at the convergence. Sitting
in a circle, the students tackled topics ranging from racial
discrimination to economic depression and related them
to the food system in place today. They drew cultural,
social and individual connections to the food industry
that impacted everyone.
Sam Lawson, a member of the Marketing
Entrepreneurship Committee of the State Agriculture
Development Board, also spoke at the 100-Mile Dinner.
He informed the crowd of statistics on local and federal
spending in the food market and proposed major changes.
“If the food service [distributors] would continue to
work with local farmers to serve fresh vegetables to
students, we could be more proactive,” Lawson said.
“You can make things happen with a common mind and
a common goal.”
Kaviar said that if everyone realized that locally
grown food impacted everyone, then the currently
underappreciated cause would gain momentum.
“I work to make people healthier, but my ulterior
motive is to make the economy healthier by buying close
to home,” Fritschner said.
Lawson spoke about how the food service industry
impacted nearly everyone in America. The Louisville food
market alone equated to more than three million dollars.
With such large sums of money at hand, taking on a nationwide company like ARAMARK was no small task.
“It’s a matter of small steps,” Kaviar said. “What is
considered local would need to be decided, we would
have to get through a lot of contracting issues, and we
have to get distributors on board.”
Reaching the Bowling Green community with the
concerns of this campaign was important to its advocates.
It directly affected the wellbeing of not only Bowling
Green individuals, but the city’s economic status as well.
“Food is a great way to bring people together,” Kaviar
said. “For me, a part of this dinner is creating a community
for students, faculty and others around food.”
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The whistle blew. Water splashed. Shields defended.
Buckets scooped. Boats rocked. Teams shouted.
And with that, the Battleship Challenge began.
On Saturday Feb. 23, 44 students gathered in the
the Bill Powell Natatorium in the Preston Center
to participate in WKU’s second annual Intramural
Battleship Challenge. Eleven teams of four students
fought in WKU’s war on the water to claim the
bragging rights of victory.
The equipment given to each team included a canoe
and four additional items of their choice. Students
chose from two five-gallon buckets or a shield made
of a yoga mat. The teams had no oars to row with.
Instead, they had to use their objects to paddle.
Bowling Green graduate student Quinton Davis said
that teams paddled out into the pool at the blow of a
whistle and then tried to fill the other team’s canoe
with water using the items they chose.
“After about ten or 12 minutes of playing time, the
boat would eventually fill and submerge in the water,”
Davis, a graduate assistant in the intramural department,
said. “The goal is to have your ship not sink.”
The Intramural Battleship Challenge was one of
several nontraditional intramurals that WKU hosted.
Davis, a first-year graduate student pursuing a master’s
degree in recreation and sports management, served
as the event coordinator.
Taylorsville junior Alex Sorrels was among the
students who participated in this event. Sorrels and
his team did not advance to the finals, but that he still
thoroughly enjoyed playing in the Battleship Challenge.
“It was a lot more tiring than you probably would
think it was,” Sorrels said. “It was pretty fast paced too.”
Both Sorrels and Davis said they enjoyed the wacky
and funny aspects of the event.

“Watching other people sink their own boats
accidentally by themselves was probably the funniest,”
Sorrels said.
Davis said he liked that students invented interesting
and unique team names for the event. Original team
names in the one-day competition included The
Icebergs, Poseidon’s Children and a pirate-themed
team called Sink Your Booties. Poseidon’s Children
were the victors of the tournament.
Brandenburg junior Allie Bogard was on the winning
team along with teammates Salusia junior Michelle
Foley, Belton senior Tyler Dukes and Bowling Green
senior Harry Ashley.
Bogard initially became involved in the Battleship
Challenge because she worked in the intramuralrecreational sports department as a student supervisor.
She said that her team expected to win in 2013 because
they made it to the final round in 2012.
“We were already at an advantage,” she said. “To
finally be able to conquer the Battleship title was
exhilarating for the whole team.”
Davis said that for most teams the strategy and skill
developed from practicing a sport weren’t there, but
that was what made it fun. Because the Battleship
Challenge was a nontraditional sport, students were
on a more equal playing field.
“They can be competitive, but it is also fun,”
Davis said. “It is something where no one has a clear
advantage based on their athleticism.”
For those students who participated in the Battleship
Challenge, the night ended quite differently than
it began. According to Davis and Sorrels, when the
clock struck seven, the champions had been named.
Their t-shirts were wet and their faces showed the
excitement of the day.

Belton junior Tyler Dukes tosses
water onto an enemy ship during
the Battleship Challenge on Feb. 23
at the Bill Powell Natatorium in the
Preston Center. The objective of the
intramural competition was to sink the
other ships by filling them with water.
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A boisterous, mostly intoxicated crowd filled the premises
at the Blue Dome. It was standing room only as hundreds of
people gathered around the ring. Inside, brutal punches were
thrown. Noses were bloodied from jabs to the face. Outside
the ring, the cheers were raucous as fraternity brothers
yelped for their boxer of choice with one hand grasped on
a red Dixie cup of beer and the other emphatically raised in
defiant support.
Sigma Chi fraternity’s Battle of the Greeks returned in
2013 after a one-year hiatus.The event was canceled in 2012
because of licensing issues. The state of Kentucky required a
sanction to be filed before anyone hosted an amateur boxing
event, and the Sigma Chis were unable to meet the deadline.
This year, Kyle Dahl took home the title for a fourth time in
a row. Alpha Xi Delta sorority sponsored Dahl for the fight,
although he was not enrolled at WKU at time of the event.
Dahl entered the competition on a whim with very little
time to train. His lack of preparation, though, was hardly
apparent during the competition.
“It was fun like always,” Dahl, who had done judo since
he was 8 years old, said. “There’s always tough guys that
compete and to go up against them is always a good time.”
Dahl planned to start pursuing a professional career in
Mixed Martial Arts after completing a degree at WKU.
“Right now I’m taking it slow,” Dahl said. “I want to wait
until I get through school to actually start training and take
it serious.”
Each of the boxers who participated in the event were
sponsored by a Greek organization. The 2013 event also
included competitors from Eastern Kentucky University.
Bowling Green junior Cameron Adams, who helped plan
Fight Night, said the culmination of making a difference for
a philanthropic cause and heavy student involvement made
the event memorable.
Story Sam Osborne
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“Everyone seemed to have a great time,” he said. “We
were able to raise money for Huntsman Cancer Institute, a
great organization that our chapter and Sigma Chi chapters
across the country have a long-standing relationship with.
The success of this year’s event is something that I am very
proud of, and will carry with me forever.”
Adams said extensive planning was required for the event
to run smoothly. He said that planning for the event began
about four months in advance. The fraternity had to apply
for a sanction through USA boxing, which Adams said
created more work for the organization but did make the
event much more safe than in past years.
“Every boxer has to go through a certification process
as well as a physical health screening,” Adams said. “Every
judge, official, and time keeper must pass a background
screening as well as a certification test administrated by a
USA boxing trained employee.”
Louisville junior Randi Noel, a member of Alpha Xi Delta
sorority and a Sigma Chi ring girl for the event, said Fight
Night was one of her favorite events because it brought
together a blend of all WKU students.
“It’s the one true time of year every Greek, non-Greek, and
outside school students can attend an event that is enjoyable
for us all,” Noel said. “It puts on a show and allows everyone to
have a good time while it being for a good cause.”
Noel’s ring girl responsibilities included promoting the
event to individual chapters as well as the general public.
Ring girls also helped set up and tend to the VIP section as
well as lead fighters to the ring to participate in their bouts.
Attendance for Fight Night was so high that event organizers
began looking for different venues to host the event for
coming years just days after the event came to a close.
“It seemed that we have simply outgrown the Blue Dome,”
Adams said. “Another success in my book.”

Above Glasgow junior Veronica Smith
laughs with fellow ring girls before
the first night of fighting for Sigma
Chi fraternity’s Battle of the Greeks
event at the Blue Dome on Feb. 28.
Throughout the two-night event, ring
girls helped serve audience members in
the VIP section.
Katie Meek
Left Before fighting, a boxer has his
hands wrapped backstage at the Blue
Dome. Sigma Chi fraternity held the
Battle of the Greeks to raise money for
the Huntsman Cancer Institute.
Katie Meek
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Above Bowling Green junior Chris Boling, a member of Sigma
Chi fraternity, cheers alongside Franklin junior Mary Clayton
Kinslow before the start of boxing rounds on the first night of
the Sigma Chis Battle of the Greeks. The event returned in the
spring after a one year hiatus in 2012.
Katie Meek
Right Joey Thode, a freshman from Woodstock, Ga., and a
representative of Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity, rests outside
the ring after losing his match. Thode was defeated in the final
bout of the first night of Sigma Chi fraternity’s two-day boxing
competition and benefited the Huntsman Cancer Institute.
Katie Meek
Opposite Bottom Before his match, Hopkinsville senior Tanner
Smith, a member of Alpha Gamma Rho fraternity, receives
advice from Sergey Kaprian of USA Boxing. Smith lost the
match to Sigma Chi fraternity contestant Matt Reed.
Danny Guy
Opposite Top Scottsville junior Nick Wheeler, a representative
of Sigma Chi fraternity, pauses during his match on the first
night of Battle of the Greeks. Different Greek organizations
submitted representatives for the boxing tournament.
Katie Meek
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Chip Winger faced an ultimatum: suffer
from blood pressure and cholesterol
issues or start exercising. He opted for the
latter and began mountain biking, which
was beneficial for him in more ways than
he anticipated.
“I fell in love with it,” Winger, chair of
the Southwest Kentucky Mountain Bike
Association, or KyMBA, said. “And it
improved my health tremendously.”
Winger’s new passion drove him to
join KyMBA, an organization that built
and maintained trails in and around the
Bowling Green area.
The Barren River District Health
Department also took note of the positive
impact that mountain biking had. The
department qualified the Southwestern
chapter of KyMBA as an organization
that helped fight obesity and decided to
invest in its trail maintenance.
KyMBA’s mountain bike trails had
unexpected impacts as well. Bowling
Green’s Weldon Peete Park once had a
reputation of crime, but KyMBA helped
turn it around. The organization struck
a partnership with the city of Bowling
Green and they agreed to clean up trash
in the area in exchange for the rights to
build a trail.
“The city wanted to revitalize the
park,” Winger said. “There was unlawful
activity, and the bike trail helped
disperse that.”
Winger observed the influence of the
new trail firsthand.
“Two women were running [at Walden
Peete] by themselves the other day,
which they wouldn’t have done before,”
Winger said. “That just shows that we’re
making a difference.”
Economic and social impacts of trail
building were evident.
“Research studies have shown that
property values adjacent to these trails
raise,” KyMBA Treasurer Stephen King
said. “Banks and housing benefit.”
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King said he enjoyed the community
building aspect of riding the most.
“The bicycle is a social instrument,”
King said.
Members of KyMBA gathered two
Saturdays each month to build trails and
to keep the established ones clear.
“I’ve met a lot of new people through
this,” London senior Matthew Martin said.
Their hard work helped foster
community within the club.
“We trim back weeds and bushes,
smooth out dirt and make sure there are
no trees in the way,” Martin said.
Bowling Green businesses took note of
KyMBA’s involvement and took initiative
in supporting it. Bike shops promoted
its events and builds, other companies
provided funding for tools and volunteer
groups gave their time to help.
WKU’s Outdoor Recreation Adventure
Center, or ORAC, were also involved.
They helped with mountain bike rental
and promoted the trails by letting patrons
know when and where to ride.
“I would love to see a WKU mountain
biking and racing team in the future,”
King said. “Engaging in competitive
activities helped me endure with biking.”
Martin agreed that promoting
mountain biking on campus would
produce a successful turnout.
“More people would volunteer if they
knew about it,” Martin said. “It would
make for a healthier campus.”
Trail building can be more rewarding
than students may think.
“It’s a good feeling to see people
utilizing trails,” Winger said.
King added that seeing families
outside and enjoying the newly built
trails was what gave him the most
fulfillment out of his volunteer work
with KyMBA.
“I love to see people out there,
especially families,” King said. “Bikes
bring people together.”
Terry Dykstra, a member of the local
Southern Kentucky Mountain Bike
Association chapter, or KyMBA, clears
greenery for a new mountain biking
and hiking trail at Weldon Peete Park
in Bowling Green. KyMBA worked
to create new recreational trails
throughout the city’s parks.
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Barrett Wright never graduated high school and never
received a traditional high school diploma.
“My senior year I got in some trouble and got suspended
during finals week,” he said.
But in May, he finally got the diploma he had been
waiting for.
Wright graduated with a bachelor’s degree in religious
studies with a minor in African American studies.
Throughout his adulthood, Wright got his GED
certificate and took a few college courses at Campbellsville
University. But it was at WKU where his passion for
religion and black culture furthered his career: preaching
at First Baptist Church of Scottsville, a predominantly
black church in the small community.
Wright did not always know that his calling was to work
in the ministry.
In 1999, Wright was arrested and served two years in
prison for selling cocaine. History repeated itself in 2003
when he was arrested for the same thing.
It was while serving his time in prison when Wright said
he was called to work for God.
“Prison is horrible but if you want to change you have to
use it as a stepping stone,” he said.
Once he was back in his hometown of Glasgow, he
occasionally filled in for different pastors and taught
Sunday School.
His teaching caught the attention of his friend John Isabel.
“He heard me teach and they happened to have a vacant
pulpit there,” Wright said. “He and the church invited me
to preach, and I was called to be a pastor two or three
months later.”
Because of his faith, Wright said he was also called to
study both his major and his minor in order to strengthen
his understanding of black churches and Christian beliefs
and faith.
He said it also confirmed his faith.
“It has definitely strengthened my faith because, of course,
it’s unmovable,” he said. “What school has taught me is to
be open-minded to ideas other religious traditions…to
understand the goal they’re trying to achieve.”
During his sermons, Wright used other religions as an
example of how they did things versus how Protestant
Christians did things in a critical light.
“For example, in Hinduism, their ultimate goal is to
end suffering,” he said. “Christianity taught that suffering
is part of being a Christian. So we don’t necessarily want
to suffer, we have accepted suffering and we try to do what
we can to avoid it, but we know that we are going to have
to deal with suffering.”

Wright said he found a home in his church, particularly
when he learned he had distant relatives in the area.
“My great grandma was from here, so there are family
ties in the church that I didn’t really know,” he said. “It’s
sort of been a family reunion for me, almost like divine
providence that I’m strategically, divinely and spiritually
placed in this spot. It’s not an accident, me getting here.”
But Wright said running the church was not without its
spiritual struggles.
“We believe Satan is a spiritual force and a direct enemy
of the church that tries to thwart the advancement of the
kingdom of God,” he said. “So we’re fighting against Satan,
so the pastor being under the shepherd, I must engage in
spiritual warfare and protect the sheep.”
Eventually, Wright wanted to get his Masters and
Doctorate in Theology and perhaps teach at the collegiate
level, specializing in the black church.
“It’s very challenging, being a full-time pastor ’cause I’m
writing my sermons and it’s sort of like homework research,”
he said. “Since I’m doing all these things at the same time it’s
challenging and it’s tough, but I’ve made it through.”
Tommy Johnson, the campus minister at Baptist Campus
Ministry and Wright’s friend, oftentimes preached at
Wright’s church.
“I appreciate his love for people and his love for learning
and just his desire to make an impact with his life in the
community and in the church,” he said. “And I just really
appreciate hearing his story and how he met challenges,
made new goals, and now he’s a really great leader.”
Chris Page, a minister and non-traditional student at
WKU, became good friends with Wright when they were
kids growing up in Glasgow in the late ’80s and early ’90s.
The two drifted apart as they grew older, but crossed
paths again in the church when Page became a minister
and Wright became a preacher.
Page said he was amazed how far Wright had turned his
direction in life around.
“From him not graduating (high school) to graduating
college, that’s a monumental task to say the least,” he
said. “Barrett’s very persistent. People telling him he
couldn’t do this, (could) never do that, if he believes he
can it doesn’t make a difference what anyone tells him.
If he believes it, he’s going to see it out to the end. It’s
just how it is.”
Wright said making it through undergraduate while
preaching was an adventurous ride.
“I’ve enjoyed every minute of it,” he said. “It gets
exhausting, but I’ve had pure joy being a student and
being a pastor.”

Above Hymnals are held open as
hymns are sung in the First Baptist
Church of Scottsville. Barrett
Wright, the pastor at First Baptist
Church of Scottsville, graduated
from WKU with a degree in
religious studies.
Left Pastor Barrett Wright
speaks to the congregation on his
third anniversary of preaching
at the First Baptist Church of
Scottsville. Wright became a
pastor after going to prison
twice for selling cocaine.
Top Left During a service to
celebrate his third anniversary as
preacher at First Baptist Church in
Scottsville, Pastor Barrett Wright
listens to guest preacher Chris
Page speak before a prayer.
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Above Bowling Green junior Gabe Baker
fixes a John Deere riding mower on his boss’
property near EM Heard and Sons Farm in
Rockfield. Maintaining equipment, from small
riding mowers to huge industrial planters, was
one of his responsibilities.
Left After troubleshooting for over an hour,
Baker speculates with Darwin Heard, a
colleague, about an electrical problem with
the operating system on one of the farm’s John
Deere tractors. “Everything is electrical and
digital now,” Baker said of the tractors.
Opposite Baker feeds his favorite cows on EM
Heard & Sons farm in Rockfield. “These are my
girls,” he said. “They are much easier to work
with than pigs.”

On a rainy Friday afternoon, only a few hours
shy of a planting deadline, Bowling Green junior
Gabe Baker worked on EM Heard and Sons farm,
planting row after row of seeds of corn.
“Ya see, it’s rained on and off all day today,”
Baker said over the beeping of the farm equipment
rhythmically beating in the background. “So I kind
of got lucky with that.”
The sound of farming equipment, the heartbeat
of the farm, was a sound Baker was accustomed to.
On average, he spent 99 hours a week at the farm
that had over 30,000 hogs, 500 cows and almost
1800 acres of crops including corn, wheat and
beans. But, it was a job Baker said he loved.
“If you didn’t love it, sitting in a tractor and doing
the same thing everyday would drive you crazy,” he
said. “I have the best of everything money can buy
(because of my boss) and a nice seat to sit on but
it’s physically and mentally hard on a body to do
this everyday.”

Baker, a general agriculture major, attended
classes at WKU’s main campus and south campus,
and said that the program gave him the knowledge
he needed, but his experience was from his job.
“The agriculture program doesn’t prepare you
for sitting in a seat and holding a steering wheel,”
Baker said. “That experience doesn’t come until
you sit in the seat.”
Baker did not grow up in the farming industry
and wasn’t inheriting a family farm that had been
passed down through generations. But, he believed
his degree would be beneficial in finding a job in
the industry as farm owners looked for farmers
with degrees because it proved that they knew
“what they were talking about.”
“What I call home may not be where I live, but
it’s where I spend more than half my time,” he said.
“I grew up on Highland Way in Bowling Green and
I wouldn’t change it for the world, but I have found
a new home on a tractor.”
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In May 2011, Maj. Melanie Watts,
an officer in the Bowling Green Police
Department, received a call from Social
Services for a welfare check on a child.
Upon arriving, Watts immediately noticed
a child on the floor.
“There was this little brown haired,
kinky-curly haired kid and at the time, she
is about almost 6 months old,” Watts said.
“She had a onesie on that was so filthy-dirty
that you could tell the mother had just
turned it inside out every other day.”
The baby girl was also wearing an old
diaper that was so full, it dragged behind
her. Watts said she also had lice, scabies and
was in poor condition.
“But she was just the happiest little baby,”
Watts said.
Social Services kept the child in the
care of her birth mother even though they
didn’t have a place to live.
For police officers, calls came and
went. They were, after all, a part of the
job at hand.
But for Watts, this wasn’t just another
service call.
“It is really easy for us, as police officers,
to say ‘take that child’ but we aren’t the
ones placing those children in homes
either,” Watts said.
This was a call that stuck with Watts over
the next several months.
Story and Photography Dorothy Edwards
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“Sometimes a call sticks with you (even
though) you forget what you ate for lunch,
much less what you did the day before,”
Watts said.
Three months later, on Aug. 4, 2011,
Watts received a phone call from Social
Services. The person on the other line told
her that they had a baby girl, named Lexie,
that needed a home.
Watts had one hour to go pick her up.
On her way to pick up Lexie,Watts found
out that officers had arrested the mother
from the welfare check three months
earlier—the visit that Watts was never able
to get out of her head.
Watts realized she was en route to pick
up the baby girl that she had seen in such
a desperate condition.
The first night Watts had Lexie at her
home, Lexie slept from six in the evening
until six in the morning.
“I think she was just happy to actually
have a bed to sleep in,” Watts said.
In September 2012, Lexie’s birth mother
gave birth to another baby girl named Abby.
Watts took Abby into her home, in order
to keep the half-sisters together. She hoped
to legally adopt both Lexie and Abby in the
summer of 2013.
For Watts, her job as a civil servant didn’t
stop the night she parked her patrol car at
that welfare check.

Above Maj. Melanie Watts picks
up her foster daughters from day
care after leaving work. “It has
been a roller coaster of emotion of
not knowing if I am going to get to
keep them or not,” Watts said of the
foster-to-adoption process which, by
Kentucky state law, gave biological
parents 15 months to prove they
were suitable parents before foster
parents could apply for legal
adoption, another process that could
take up to a year.
Left Watts finds a brief moment
to relax while playing with her
youngest foster daughter, Abby.
“Between the two kids by myself and
getting promoted at work to Major,
it’s been an adjustment at home and
at work,” Watts said. “It’s always
chaotic.”
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Above Abby, Maj. Melanie Watts’
youngest foster daughter, has to go
through a lot of medical care since
Watts was granted foster custody.
“I think it just has to do with her
disposition,” Watts said.
Left Watts, of the Bowling Green Police
Department, holds Abby in her home.
Watts was the foster parent for half
sisters Abby and Lexie.
Opposite Bottom Lexie listens to Watts
read “Chicka Chicka Boom Boom”
before going to bed. “For a kid that
went through what she went through in
the first six months of her life, she is just
the happiest baby,” Watts said of Lexie.
Opposite Top Watts gives her foster
girls, Lexie and Abby, a bath before
bed. Watts’ goal was to begin the
adoption process for both girls by the
end of summer 2013.
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A small, dimly lit business with
exposed brick walls and worn wooden
tables sat along the outside of Bowling
Green’s historic Fountain Square, filled
with an array of locals. A shelf of books,
an antique radio and contributions from
local artists decorated the interior. The
strong and invigorating smell of fresh
coffee filled the air.
Spencer’s Coffeehouse had been a
staple in the Bowling Green community
for nearly 12 years and was a familiar
place to WKU students and community
members alike.
“Everyone believes in our mission, we
want to serve Bowling Green the best
coffee in the best environment possible,”
Florence freshman Abby Kohake said.
Kohake, a self-proclaimed coffee
lover, worked at a coffee shop in her
hometown before coming to WKU.
When she found out that Spencer’s was
within walking distance to campus, she
decided to apply for a job. She said she
fell in love with the business’ local appeal
and that her fellow baristas were a lot of
fun to work with.
Louisville senior Mia Jackson had
been interested in working for Spencer’s
since she was a freshman and finally
landed the job in the fall during her last
year of college. In her time at WKU she
spent many hours in the coffee shop. She
loved being around the “coffee culture”
that she missed from where she grew up.
Jackson said that on most days, she
could name the majority of the customers
in Spencer’s and their regular orders.

While Spencer’s attracted people of
all ages, Jackson noticed that the coffee
shop was where the Bowling Green
community and student population
really seemed to come together. The
reason to her was clear.
“Coffee is a specialty. There’s no
comparison to a chain and we don’t
rely on machines to make our drinks,”
Jackson said. “You can’t get that at a
chain shop.”
Elizabethtown senior Alex Lane had
been a regular Spencer’s customer since
he was a freshman.
Lane, like many other students, took
advantage of the unique atmosphere
Spencer’s offered by doing much of his
homework there.
“The wide variety of people there
gives me good inspiration for writing,”
Lane said.
While some customers were loyal
regulars, Spencer’s always attracted
new faces, including Bowling Green
freshman Chelsea Wallace who described
Spencer’s Coffeehouse as “the best kept
secret in town.”
Even though she lived nearby, Wallace
did not discover Spencer’s until she
heard about it from friends on campus.
Its friendly feel and good service kept
her coming back each week and she said
she quickly became a loyal customer.
In just a 15-minute walk from Cherry
Hall down College Street, any WKU
student, professor or worker could be at
Spencer’s enjoying a hand-crafted coffee
complete with latte art in the foam.

Above Florence freshman Abby Kohake, a
barista at Spencer’s Coffeehouse, restocks
coffee sleeves and sugar while Bowling Green
junior Maggie Gramling prepares a beverage
during a Friday evening shift at the coffee
shop downtown. Spencer’s was a popular spot
for students and community members alike.
Right Bowling Green junior Jennifer Hail
serves a hand-pulled cappuccino at Spencer’s
Coffeehouse. Hail said that making artistic
designs on the tops of coffee drinks was one of
her favorite things about working as a barista.
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“I don’t think I would be as far as I am
academically if it wasn’t for weed. It
helps me calm down and focus more.
My mind, it thinks really fast and it
just helps me gather my thoughts.”
-J.D. Dumas

J.D. Dumas split a Strawberry Swisher Sweet and
spilled the tobacco guts into a trash can. He broke
down a gram of marijuana and carefully sprinkled the
remnants into the cigarillo. Dexterously and rapidly,
he rolled the cigarillo between his thumb and index
fingers, sealing it with a bit of saliva.
Some students found solace in a cold beer, while
others found it a freshly rolled blunt.
For Louisville freshman Dumas, smoking marijuana
was a routine activity. Marijuana’s relaxing effects
opened him to meeting a variety of different people
on campus.
“The majority of people I’m cool with might be
because of weed,” Dumas said. “It’s more of a social
thing for me because it relaxes you. There are a lot of
people I probably wouldn’t be friends with if we didn’t
have that common interest. ”
Dumas said he felt that marijuana use was common
among students on campus because of his past
experiences living in Pearce-Ford Tower.
“Everybody smokes really. It’s rare to meet
someone who doesn’t smoke,” Dumas said. “Unless
they have a job or something, and even then they’ll use
other people’s pee. It’s really prevalent at Western.
You can’t really not find a weed man, because they
are everywhere.”
Dumas said he even sold weed on the side from time
to time while at WKU as a way to make a little money.
Habitual weed smokers often received a negative
pothead stigma.
Lack of motivation, laziness and an overall sense
of apathy were traits typically attached to those who
regularly smoked.
Nashville freshman Jeremy Willis said though weed
may have been counterproductive to some people, for
him it was a significant and proven motivator.
“It (weed) keeps my mind at ease and helps me focus,”
Willis said. “Say I have homework, it helps me focus
and get it finished a lot quicker than I would sober.”
Dumas said weed was instrumental in his success as
a student and ability to stay focused on his schoolwork.
“I don’t think I would be as far as I am academically
if it wasn’t for weed,” he said. “It helps me calm down
and focus more. My mind, it thinks really fast and it
just helps me gather my thoughts. It all depends on how
you are as a person and how it affects your lifestyle.”

Marijuana, though a naturally occurring plant, had
the potential to be a major hindrance to a student’s
academic and potential professional career. If caught
selling or possessing marijuana, students ran the risk
of losing financial aid and jail time. In addition, if a
student received a misdemeanor marijuana charge,
which included possession and small-scale cultivation
of five plants or less, it could have prohibited them from
joining the military, attaining a job and maintaining their
driver’s license, according to drugabuse.gov.
Scottsville senior Hannah Poland said the negative
stigma often attached to marijuana use was baseless.
“The most negative effects of marijuana are when
people get in trouble for it honestly,” Poland said.
“Because marijuana is so negatively stigmatized and
the punishment for it is so great, it creates problems
for citizens that shouldn’t be there. You don’t hear of
anyone going and beating their wife because they got
too high.You don’t hear about angry potheads.”
Willis believed this harsh prosecution of marijuana
was excessive and unjustified.
“It is very unfair because most of the time it really
helps me out,” he said. “Although it might consume a lot
of time, it really helps. In my opinion, the government
is hating. There are a lot of people out here making
a lot of money smuggling and selling it. And if the
government doesn’t have their hands on it, they can’t
do the same thing.”
Poland said she found it ironic that alcohol, which
was proven to be more harmful for your body than
marijuana, was deemed more acceptable by society
than an occasional bong hit.
“I think people are way more impaired when they are
under the effects of alcohol,” Poland said. “That’s never
been the case with weed.”
Poland said that she hoped marijuana would become
increasingly decriminalized during her lifetime in the
state of Kentucky. In the interim, she said she would
still continue to stand by her stance that marijuana’s
positive benefits outweighed the negative implications
and connotations it currently had.
“Marijuana is not man-made. It is grown in its natural
state on the Earth,” Poland said. “I’m a firm believer in
science. Everything takes a part in our grander scheme
of things. I think it’s so dumb that society and man have
put a law against something we have clear access to.”
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On a May afternoon, Louisville freshman J.D.
Dumas breaks a marijuana bud into pieces
before rolling it. Dumas felt that coming to
WKU from Louisville had a positive influence on
him. “The part of the city I came from, I feel I’d
be in jail if I didn’t come here,” he said.
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“The sound of metal scraping, glass breaking
and my body thrown around like a rag doll was
all too real,” Cliff Shaluta said.
Shaluta, a professor in the advertising
department, was hit by a car several years ago,
which caused him excruciating neck pain later.
His injuries strained his body, his mind and
his wallet.
He, like other patients, eventually reached
a plateau with the treatment his doctors
prescribed. They were never able to fully heal
his pain.
Out of options and tired of waiting, Shaluta
turned to alternative medicine.
His colleague, Kelley Coppinger, a professor
in the advertising department, experienced a
similar situation.
For Coppinger and Shaluta, alternative
medicine was the only option that gave them
their good health back.
Coppinger suffered from wrist pain,
gallbladder disease and piercing headaches. All of
these issues were better addressed by alternative
medicines and not traditional Western medicines.
“Western medicine did nothing for me,”
Coppinger said. “People get tired of not getting
information and not getting answers.”
Aromatherapy, yoga, meditation, iridology,
acupuncture and other Eastern remedies were
examples of alternative medicine options.
“People get frustrated with the lack of results
or side effects of traditional treatment,” Bowling
Green acupuncturist Dr. Gary Howerton said.
This frustration served as a catalyst for a
movement towards herbal remedies.
“There are more people tapping into this
natural, holistic idea,” Shaluta said.
The wealth of information about the alternative
medicine industry was overwhelming to some.
“I believe a lot of people out there are
interested in it and curious about it, but nobody
really knows what it is,” Howerton said.
Shaluta and Coppinger took the initiative to
learn more about alternatives.
“I did lots of reading to look for parallels of
truth,” Coppinger said. “All I can say is read,
read, read.”

Shaluta’s approach was similar, but he explored
aromatherapy more extensively.
“I took online classes, read all the major books
on the subject and began ordering and using a
variety of distilled essences,” Shaluta said. “The
more I read, the more interested I became, thus
began my road to recovery.”
Coppinger’s healing came in various ways. Her
gallbladder was healed after three days with a
cleanse from a folk healer in the Amish community.
Acupuncture by Chinese in the Middle East
helped her wrist. Off and on meetings to practice
ayurvedic medicine, a traditional Indian medicine
that incorporated chiropractic work, massage
therapy and osteopathy with acupuncture,
relieved her heachaches.
“The relief [from acupuncture] was so profound
that I felt like I was floating,” Coppinger said. “I
never had problems with my wrists again.”
Acupuncture brought Coppinger’s body into a
more natural state—physically and mentally.
“An acupuncturist will ask you things that you
never thought would effect your body, but it’s all
related,” Coppinger said. “It’s pretty amazing.”
Leading a more holistic lifestyle did not
have to be extreme. Shaluta and Coppinger
recommended starting with a healthy diet,
meditation, moderate exercise and stretching.
“You have to assimilate what works for you and
find a balance,” Coppinger said.
Living holistically proved to be effective for
Coppinger and Shaluta.
“Alternative medicine looks at the whole,”
Coppinger said. “It doesn’t just treat the symptoms.”
Shaluta said that our culture was too impatient
to wait for the changes to take place.
“What did people do before doctors? We’re
naturally built as humans to overcome illness,”
Shaluta said. “But people want a quick fix.”
Shaluta and Coppinger agreed that alternative
medicines and a holistic lifestyle were worth the
extra effort and research. They affected both
the welfare of peoples’ bodies and minds and
paychecks. Alternatives to Western medicine
showed that perhaps the solution to stressdriven lifestyles laid in the ability to relax and
try a little less.

Above Cliff Shaluta, an advertising
professor, has been making aromatherapy
goods since he began using them as a means
of recovery after several car accidents.
Shaluta preferred natural remedies to
pharmaceuticals because they were usually
devoid of side effects and their contents
were from the earth and not a lab.
Right Shaluta makes and uses his own
aromatherapy lotions, candles or essences
before meditation as a way to relax
and regain focus. “We don’t test on
animals, only on friends and family, so
its real safe,” Shaluta said.
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Center Aleksejs Rostov, a
freshman from Riga, Latvia,
fights for possession with
Campbellsville University junior
forward Jordan Myers during
an exhibition game to begin the
season Oct. 29 in Diddle Arena.
WKU won 84-46.
Joshua Lindsey

The date was Dec. 17.
The 8-3 Hilltoppers were at Murray State University for the first game of the
team’s hardest, most crucial three-game road series of the season. WKU was looking
to grab some momentum before heading to play No. 1 University of Louisville and
a Virginia Commonwealth University squad fresh off a 2012 Final Four appearance.
WKU was off to a great start, matching their rival Racers blow for blow. Then,
unexpectedly and painstakingly, it happened.
Louisville senior Jamal Crook, the team’s lone four-year senior, went down
awkwardly on his right foot.
The prognosis was grim. Crook broke his foot and would be out for a minimum
of eight weeks. The Hilltoppers postseason hopes, much like their senior leader’s
right foot, looked to be fractured.
Despite the serious implications of the injury, Head Coach Ray Harper and his
team trudged on. Harper said his team wasn’t fazed by the potential misfortune of
losing Crook in his senior season.
“Adversity hit us right square in the face,” Harper said. “Even when we hit our
rough stretch they continued to work. There were no bad attitudes. We knew once
we got some guys healthy that we were going be ok.”
Outside of Crook’s injury, contributors and playmakers guard T.J. Price, a
sophomore from Slidell, La., and Bowling Green sophomore forward George Fant
were plagued with nagging injuries that kept them from playing at full potential.
Forward Nigel Snipes, a sophomore from Marietta, Ga., was benched with a torn
anterior cruciate ligament, or ACL, sustained over the summer and guard Kevin
Kaspar, a sophomore from Istanbul, Turkey, sporadically missed games and practices
due to hamstring injury.
Harper said the team’s injury riddled season was unlike any other he had
encountered during his experiences coaching.
“I’ve coached a long time (and) I’ve never experienced (a) year like this in terms of
injuries and I hope we never do again,” he said.
continued on page 205

November
The University of Southern Mississippi - L
Austin Peay State University - W
Western Carolina University - W
University of Iowa - L
DePaul University - W
Brescia University - W
University of Louisiana at Monroe - W
December
Troy University- W
Southern Illinois University - W
Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis - W
Murray State - L
Virginia Commonwealth University - L
University of Louisville - L
Florida International University - W
University of North Texas - W
January
University of Arkansas at Little Rock - L
Arkansas State University - L
Florida Atlantic University - L
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University of Louisiana at Lafayette - W
University of Arkansas at Little Rock - L
University of South Alabama - L
Middle Tennessee State University - L
Troy University - W
February
University of North Texas - W
Arkansas State University - L
Florida Atlantic University - L
FIU - L
ULM - W
ULL - W
University of South Alabama - W
March
MTSU - L
ULM - W
University of South Alabama - W
Arkansas State - W
FIU - W
The University of Kansas - L
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Above Head Coach Ray Harper hugs Louisville
senior guard Jamal Crook after the team
won the Sun Belt Conference championship
game in Hot Springs, Ark. WKU beat Florida
International University 65-63.
Jake Pope
Right Head Coach Ray Harper draws out
plays for his players during a game on
Nov. 13 against Austin Peay State University in
Diddle Arena. WKU won 74-54.
Joshua Lindsey
Opposite Oklahoma City junior guard
Brandon Harris keeps the ball away from
Arkansas State University junior guard Ed
Townsel on Feb. 9 in Diddle Arena. WKU
lost to Arkansas State 49-67.
Joshua Lindsey
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Above A thin sliver of red, indicating
WKU fans, breaks the vast quantity of
blue worn by University of Kansas fans as
players from WKU and KU are introduced
before the teams face off on March 22 at
the Sprint Center in Kansas City, Mo. WKU
led 31-30 at halftime before falling 6457 in their NCAA tournament appearance.
Sam Oldenburg
Left Center Aleksejs Rostov, a freshman
from Riga, Latvia, keeps the ball away
from Troy University junior forward
Westley Hinton and senior guard Emil
Jones January 31 in Diddle Arena. WKU
beat Troy 65-61.
Joshua Lindsey
Opposite Guard Kevin Kaspar, a
sophomore from Istanbul, Turkey,
celebrates with teammates after being
presented with the Sun Belt Conference
championship trophy in Hot Springs, Ark.
The team win four games in four days to
claim the conference title and send them
to the NCAA tournament for a second
year in a row.
Jake Pope

continued from page 201

The Hilltoppers withstood a major slump in their weeks without
Crook and went 3-8 without their true point guard. He returned in
WKU’s Jan. 31 65-61 victory over Troy University in Diddle Arena.
Slowly but surely, the Hilltoppers collected steam. As March arrived,
the Hilltoppers rode a wave of momentum, albeit small, into Hot
Springs, Ark., for the Sun Belt Conference tournament.
Then the magic happened. Again.
WKU became the first basketball team in NCAA history to win their
conference tournament without a bye in the first round in consecutive
seasons, winning an improbable four games in four days yet again.
“It was a great feeling to win conference again,” Fant said. “We went
into that whole situation feeling like we were going to win it.”
March has historically been a time for WKU to shine on the brightest
national stage. This season was no exception.
The Hilltoppers received a 16 seed and were faced against perennial
power and number one seeded Kansas University at the Sprint Center
in Kansas City, Mo., in the opening game of the NCAA Tournament.
A 16 seed never defeated a one seed coming into the 2013 NCAA
Tournament. WKU aimed to buck that trend.
The Hilltoppers led the Jayhawks by a point at halftime. An early
second-half Kansas run proved to be too much in the end. However,
WKU had the Jayhawks scrambling and in serious danger of losing
their open round match-up, a rarity in one versus 16 match-ups.
Harper said he was proud of his team’s gritty performance.
“We were right there with the opportunity to win,” he said. “Had
a few more shots gone our way we would’ve been right there and
shocked the world.”

Price said he enjoyed playing in the underdog role, as he said it
gave him additional motivation to surprise those who overlooked
the Hilltoppers.
“I love being the underdog,” he said. “We’re supposed to be the top
dogs in conference next season. I hope they still doubt us.”
The Jayhawks left with a 64-57 victory. The Hilltoppers left with a
future that looked brighter than it had in years.
Fant said that dealing with injuries and adversity throughout
the regular season made the team’s unlikely return to the NCAA
Tournament all the more sweeter.
“Having so many guys being hurt and even myself being injured, to
be able to come back as strong as we did was unbelievable,” Fant said.
Harper reloaded with a recruiting class heavy of transfers and junior
college recruits after the 2013 campaign.
He intended to come back as a legitimate contender in the NCAA
Tournament in the following seasons. He said he was no longer
content with simply making the tournament and said that he believed
the team had the components necessary for such a run.
“I think with this group we’ve pretty much put that puzzle together,”
Harper said. “I don’t see any area where we don’t have some depth. If
your going to win and win at a high level you’ve got to have depth at
every position.”
Harper said he had intentions of advancing deep into March,
reminiscent of a past WKU basketball era, which included a 1971 Final
Four appearance.
“Our goal is to play in the Final Four,” he said. “We’re going to stay
the course and hope it happens sooner rather than later.”

Story Sam Osborne Design Julie Washer
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The banners that hung above John Oldham Court in E.A. Diddle Arena
were a testament to the tradition of Lady Topper basketball.
The program’s three Final Four trips and 16 NCAA tournament
appearances spoke to the fact that historically the Lady Toppers reigned as
one of the most storied programs in all of women’s college basketball.
However, the Lady Topper program lost much of its luster over the
previous decade. Conference championships were harder to come by,
All-American caliber athletes attended WKU with less frequency, and the
previous season saw WKU suffer its first losing season in over thirty years.
When Michelle Clark-Heard was named head coach of the WKU
women’s basketball team on March 22, 2012, she inherited a program that
had fallen on hard times.
The Lady Toppers were no longer the national powerhouse they once
were when Clark-Heard dominated the post as a player for WKU from
1987-1990.
Clark-Heard took over a Lady Topper squad that went a dismal 9-21 in
the previous season. To complicate matters, WKU lost five seniors from the
team’s worst season in program history.The Lady Toppers entered the 20122013 season with no seniors, just two upperclassmen and lots of holes to fill.
Simply put, Clark-Heard had her work cut out for her.
Clark-Heard said establishing a tight-knit family environment was key in
her first weeks with the program.
“The day I accepted I the job, the thing I tried to focus on the most was to
make sure I could build a relationships with the players,” Clark-Heard said.
“I encouraged them to come by the office all the time, sit down and talk to
me and just get to know me.”
The Lady Toppers immediately bought into Clark-Heard’s system. When
the season began in November, WKU’s winning ways returned. The Lady
Toppers won 11 of their first 13 games, and eclipsed their win total for the
2011-2012 season after just one month of regular-season play.
continued on page 208

November
Murray State University - W
Northern Kentucky University - W
Flordia International University - W
Illinois State University - L
University of Louisiana at Monroe - W
December
Troy University - W
Vanderbilt University - L
Morehead State University- W
Kent State University- W
Southeast Missouri State University - W
Wright State University - W
Florida A&M University - W
University of North Texas - W
January
University of Arkansas at Little Rock - W
Arkansas State University - W
Florida Atlantic University - W
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University of Louisiana at Lafayette - W
UALR - W
University of South Alabama - L
Middle Tennessee State University - L
Troy University - W
February
University of North Texas - W
Arkansas State University - L
FAU - W
FIU - L
ULM - W
ULL - W
University of South Alabama - L
March
MTSU - L
ULL - W
UALR - L
East Carolina University - W
Auburn University - L

Louisville freshman guard LeAsia Wright
tips the ball away from Northern
Kentucky University freshman guard
Rianna Gayheart during the game
on Nov. 17 at Diddle Arena. WKU
defeated NKU 65-53.
Joshua Lindsey
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The 2012-2013 season had all the makings of a rebuilding year. But it
became a year of resurgence.
Clark-Heard engineered one of the biggest turnarounds in the
history of the Sun Belt Conference, leading the Lady Toppers to a 2211 overall record and a 13-7 mark in conference play. WKU’s eightwin improvement in conference play from five wins to 13 wins was
tied for the largest in the league’s history. The revived Lady Toppers’
breakout season culminated in their first postseason berth in the
Women’s National Invitation Tournament in two seasons. When the
Lady Toppers defeated East Carolina University 88-77 in the opening
round of the WNIT in Diddle Arena, it marked the first postseason
victory for the WKU women’s basketball program since 2007, and the
first ever for Clark-Heard.
“That win was the biggest pinnacle of my career as a coach thus far,”
she said. “That was huge.”
The Lady Toppers lacked upperclassmen experience, but were bolstered
by record-breaking seasons from the tandem of San Antonio sophomore
guard Alexis Govan and Franklin sophomore forward Chastity Gooch.
Both women were named to the Sun Belt Conference All First-Team.
While Govan proved to be the team’s biggest offensive threat scoring at
a 20.3 points per game clip, Gooch’s defensive prowess and knack for
rebounding the ball established her as one of the Sun Belt’s best post
players. Gooch averaged a double-double, which is an accumulation of
double-digit number totals in two of five statistical categories, for WKU
in the 2012-2013 season, scoring 16.1 points and pulling down 11.3
rebounds per game. She shattered the school record for double-doubles
with 26, previously held by assistant coach Sharae Mansfield, and finished
the season in second place nationally in that category.
It was no coincidence the dynamic duo of Gooch and Govan played
so well together on the court, it was merely a continuation of the strong
bond the pair shared outside of basketball. They weathered adversity
their freshman season with a coaching change, and when the future was
unclear the talented duo committed themselves to becoming leaders of
a Lady Topper program that faced a great deal of uncertainty.
“Chastity, that’s my best friend, my big sister,” Govan said. “I remember
Chastity sat down with me and made me promise I would stay and that
we’d stick this out together. We make each other better. She pushes me
and I push her, and its just feeds to the rest of the team because they see
how hard we want to work.”
WKU’s 22-win season in the 2012-2013 came as a surprise to many,
including the Lady Toppers.
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Clark-Heard and her group of wide-eyed, inexperienced players
arrived way ahead of schedule.
Guard Chaney Means, a junior from Lawrenceville, Ga., native,
figured it would take some time to rebuild, but that Clark-Heard had a
different vision.
“We didn’t know how fast it was going to happen,” Means said. “We
weren’t expecting to get a 20-win season her first year.”
Means said Clark-Heard’s dedication to restoring the program’s rich
tradition was constant and unwavering.
“She (Clark-Heard) has a passion for not just basketball, but Lady
Topper basketball specifically,” Means said. “She loves it here and every
day in practice there is a sense of urgency not to wait a couple years to
be successful. She wanted it this year.”
Clark-Heard’s efforts didn’t go unnoticed. The first-year coach was
named the 2013 Sun Belt Conference Coach of the Year.
Clark-Heard and her six-foot-two frame were an undeniable force on
the sidelines. She spent the majority of the 40-minute games ferociously
shouting orders to her troops, scowling at players who missed defensive
assignments, pushing her team to make that extra pass to find an open
teammate while also balancing the ability to give her team appropriate
words of encouragement when they were rattled. Govan said ClarkHeard’s passion on the sidelines was contagious.
“Something about her personality, her fight in her, it feeds off and you
can’t help but fight,” she said. “She’s so intense and you can’t help but
have that intensity as well.”
Clark-Heard said once she had time to reflect on the whirlwind
season, she couldn’t have envisioned a better outcome for her inaugural
year with the Lady Toppers.
“”It’s an amazing feeling to have the opportunity to know a year ago I
sat at the podium and talked about the dreams of where we wanted this
program to go and for our players to just go through this year we just
had,” she said. “It’s sort of like a storybook.”
Govan said WKU’s unexpected success acted as immediate motivation
to push the team’s play to another level during the offseason.
“We did not want this season to end,” she said. “As soon as the season
ended we were all in the gym getting to work again. I’m excited to get
back where we belong. I’m excited for what’s in store.”
There is a still a lot of work to be done to re-establish the national
reputation that Lady Topper basketball once had.
But under Clark-Heard’s guidance the Lady Toppers would rest easy
until they arrived one place: back on top.

Top Franklin sophomore
forward Chastity Gooch
attempts to shoot the ball
past University of Arkansas
at Little Rock junior forward
Hannah Fohne in the semifinal
game of the Sun Belt
Conference tournament in
Hot Springs, Ark. WKU lost to
UALR 74-54, ending their run
in the conference tournament.
Jake Pope
Left Head Coach Michelle
Clark-Heard encourages
San Antonio sophomore
Alexis Govan during a game
against Vanderbilt University.
“The girls talk about having
a winning mentality, and, as
a coach, that’s what I want to
hear,” Clark-Heard, the Sun
Belt Conference Coach of the
Year, said.
Bria Granville
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ressing fashionably during the chill of winter was
no easy task for Hilltoppers. After late nights of
studying and socializing, many students turned to
their fleece jacket paired with sweatpants or jeans for their
outfit of choice. However, there were glimpses of students
who instead thrived on expressing their unique style.
One of those adventurous individuals, Evansville
sophomore Hunter Harris was seen around campus sporting
his fall must-have pieces, his Aston Gray combat boots and
Calvin Klein cargo pants, topped with a button up and a

trench coat. Harris described his style as simple and clean.
“I wear a lot of neutral and earth tone colors,” Harris
said. “I am not a very flashy person and I think my style
reflects that.”
He said he found inspiration for clothing through his
favorite brand, Belstaff.
“Fashion is an outward expression of how you feel and
who you are,” Harris said. “I wear the clothes I wear because
I like them, not because I think they look good on me or
because I see others wearing them.”

Radcliff senior Meighan Shumate was another student
that opted to show her personality through her wardrobe on
days when the temperatures dropped.
She was spotted around campus wearing caramel-colored
boots, a fitted navy blue skirt and a sea-foam green silk
button-up blouse. She finished off her look with a chunky
bracelet and vintage necklace.
Shumate said she thought she had an eclectic style.
“It changes everyday. One day I’ll have on a Ralph Lauren
sweater and nice jeans and boots and the next day I’ll have

on combat boots and ripped up tights,” she said. “If I could
find one word for it, it’d be sporadic.”
Shumate said her winter must-have piece was a mustardyellow cardigan.
She found inspiration for her own personal style by finding
pieces she liked on other people and then combining those
pieces in a way that created something unique.
“I put together things that I see and I like and make it my
own,” Shumate said. “I don’t want to emulate something
that someone else has worn.”
Story Natalie Beasecker
Photography Leah Voss
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Dressed in veils and gloves, students
reached into wooden boxes to remove
frames that were covered in thousands of
swarming insects. The little yellow and
brown creatures swarmed around as WKU
faculty, staff and students checked their
hives. The buzzing noise may have struck
fear in some, but for one new club this buzz
reminded them of a treasured occupation
and hobby—beekeeping.
Students, faculty and staff founded the Big
Red Beekeepers in the fall as WKU’s own
beekeeping organization.
Professor Jeff Butterfield, chair of the
Computer Information Systems, said a
fellow staff member, John Pace, came to him
with the idea for the club.
“He [Pace] was very involved in apicultures
and recognized that a lot of universities
have apicultures clubs, but Western didn’t,”
Butterfield said.
Butterfield agreed with Pace, a
manufacturing support specialist for
Architecture and Manufacturing Sciences,
that a need for an apiculture, or beekeeping,
club existed at WKU.
Butterfield served as one of the faculty
advisors during the club’s first year and said
their organization’s purpose was to spread
knowledge about bees.
“The assumption is you can be a member
of the club and have never touched a bee in
your life, so the monthly meetings are always
instructional,” Butterfield said. “Then in the
fall and spring of the academic year when the
bees are still flying, we will periodically go
down and work the hives.”
The club’s hives were kept on the
University Farm. Additionally, some club
members had their own personal hives.

“The department of agriculture here at
Western has been very supportive because of
the natural synergies that exist between the
department of agriculture and beekeeping,”
Butterfield said.
Scottsville senior Holly Young, vice
president of Big Red Beekeepers, said the
club initially set up 10 hives at different
locations around the farm in the fall. An
additional 10 were placed on the University
Farm in April. Young, an agriculture major,
had been around bees her whole life. Her
family had been apiarists, or beekeepers, for
more than four generations. She hoped to do
further research on bees after graduation.
Young said having bees at her house as
a kid helped take away the fear of them
and instilled a lifelong passion in her. She
constantly wore bee related jewelry and
frequently encouraged other students to join
the club.
“Not only are they learning something new,
but it is a way to see how our environment
is being constantly impacted by the acts of
humans,” Young said.
During its first year, the club had 35
members. Of those 35, about 10 served as
active members that attended every meeting.
Members were taught how to start hives
and take care of bees. They also learned
how to harvest, filter and bottle honey.
Club members also learned about different
products made from honey including mead
wine, cosmetics, lip balm and creamed
honey. The club planned to bottle the bees’
honey and sell it at the WKU Floral Shop.
“We are trying to see if any other clubs
have anything they would like to sell to see
if we could set up a Western booth at the
farmers market,” Young said.

Above Advisors of The Big Red
Beekeeping Club, Jim Berger, Jeff
Motorfield and John Pace, check to
see if a queen bee is living in the
hives. The Big Red Beekeepers set
up 20 hives on the University Farm
during the club’s first year.
Right Nicholasville freshman Dalton
James takes the queen bee out of a
hive to examine the queen’s health.
James was a member of a new
organization on campus, the Big
Red Beekeeping Club.

continued on page 216
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Selling honey for a profit was just one of
many benefits of beekeeping.
“One hive, if it does well, will produce
between 100 and 150 pounds of honey per
year,” Butterfield said. “It sells for 7 to 10
dollars a pound.”
In addition to monetary benefits,
beekeeping actually increased the health of an
apiarist, said Butterfield. Honey contained
native pollens and was hypoallergenic,
meaning it had no allergens. Eating local
honey reduced seasonal allergy symptoms.
“The reason that I keep bees is for
the allergies in Kentucky,” Butterfield
said. “Locally grown honey is nature’s
immunotherapy…I’ve cured my allergies
and my family’s allergies for years with
locally grown honey.”
Butterfield said that everyone had a
different reason for being there, but no
matter the reason, beekeeping was a
sustainable hobby or job.
Nicholasville freshman Dalton James
joined the Big Red Beekeeping Club because
he had always been interested in beekeeping.
“I’ve always wanted to start my own
hives,” James said. “I thought this would be a
really good way to get started and learn how
to do that...I actually bought my own veil
too because just thinking down the line I am
hoping to have my own bees.”
Both Butterfield and Young hoped other
club members shared James’ enthusiasm.
“Our goal is to get people excited enough
and grow the club enough that when seniors
graduate we can give them a full beehive,”
Young said.
Story Mary-Kate Smith
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Though the club members were
enthusiastic about bees, they realized not
everyone shared in their enthusiasm.
“People think that bees are mean and they
sting,” Butterfield said. “People are afraid of
getting stung, so the idea of having a box of
60,000 sting insects in your backyard isn’t
everybody’s cup of tea. The reality is, the
only time I get stung, which is not very often,
is when I do something I know I am going to
get stung doing.”
The beekeeping club members pointed out
the importance of beekeeping as a necessary
tool used to preserve one of nature’s most
prolific pollinators.
“I think people see it as kind of stupid or
whatever, but they don’t really realize the
implications that bees have,” James said.
“They help so much with crops.”
Butterfield said that the production of bees
was significantly lower than it had been in the
past seasons.
Bees were essential pollinators, and
many crops, including almonds and cocoa,
would not exist if it weren’t for bees. A
goal of the Big Red Beekeeping Club was to
spread awareness about the importance of
pollinators in global crop production.
James felt his Big Red Beekeeping
experience increased his awareness.
“It has just opened my eyes to all the little
things out there that are a part of this world
that we kind of take for granted,” James said.
This mind-set characterized the Big Red
Beekeeping Club. For these students, the
little bees gave life big sweetness, in both
experiences and honey.

Above John Pace, one of
the advisors of the Big Red
Beekeeping Club, pulls out a
frame of one of the beehives to
see if there are any problems with
the hive. The beekeeping club
maintained beehives throughout
the spring and sold the honey at
the WKU Floral Shop.
Left Owensboro senior Jake
Osborne, helps the club bottle
honey from the beehives. The club
planned to sell the honey locally to
raise money to start new hives.
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Above Full-size submersibles,
underwater vehicles, typically cost
between $50,000 and $60,000.
Ron Rizzo, a staff engineer at
WKU, set out to make smaller and
less expensive submersibles for
local and state use.
Naomi Driessnack
Left Before testing a submersible
at Basil Griffin Park, Rizzo inspects
the seal of the robot’s front element
and light ring, both of which had
been improved over the previous
design. Rizzo worked with a group
of students on the creation of a
smaller submersible.
Kyle O’Donnell
Top Left Morgantown junior Steven
Pape tests the submersible in the
Engineering and Biological Sciences
Building. Pape, along with a team
of five engineering students and
two business students, created a
controllable submersible for a price
that nonprofit institutions can afford.
“All are here talking to each other
and working as a team,” Rizzo said.
“This is real world experience.”
Naomi Driessnack

The Pape Brothers were hard at work perfecting the
Warthog, a nickname for a bulky submersible made in part
by the Pape Brothers and other member of Ron Rizzo’s
team. The group of scientists were attempting to perfect
a smaller, cheaper submersible, which was an underwater
machine typically used in underwater exploration or rescue
missions, for clients and possible patents.
Morgantown junior Richard Pape and his twin brother,
sophomore Steven Pape, were responsible for the mechanical
aspect of the submersibles, including the bulkier Warthog.
Steven Pape worked on the propulsion and thrusters as a
mechanical engineer and Richard Pape, as an electrical
engineer, focused on the harness and inner electronics of
the submersible.
Richard Pape’s interest in the project stemmed from his
desire to become an inventor.
“I never understood electricity and how it works and why
(things) do what they do,” he said. “So I decided I’d go into
electrical engineering to find out.”
For Richard Pape, the opportunity came when he was
working at a restaurant, and Rizzo told him about a job
opportunity that actually applied to his major. Both began
working on the project full-time last May. Once school
started, work flow decreased slightly, but the team kept going.
The team based their multiple models on a prototype,
Steven Pape said.
“We take them and compare them,” he said. “It’s a
$30,000 submersible, and we’re trying to get it down to
about $1,000.”
Rizzo, a staff engineer for the Engineering Department,
and his team eventually created a smaller submersible that
used only a car battery.
“You grab this thing, you throw it in with your two pelican
cases (which hold the equipment), throw them in your boat,
grab your car battery and you’re going,” Rizzo said.
Before Rizzo picked his team and began the process of
creating a smaller submersible, search and rescue teams used
an earlier version of Rizzo’s submersible during summer and
brought it back during school months.
Soon, after hearing the success of WKU’s cheaper,
more expendable submersible model, other interested
buyers approached Rizzo, including Mammoth Cave for
cave exploration and cities whose bridges see high floods.
Potential customers wanted a cheaper model that could
easily be replaced, which is what Rizzo and his team were
attempting to perfect.

“If you were to buy a submersible of the same magnitude
(of our model), it would be 40 to 60 thousand dollars,” he
said. “(So we thought) ‘How can we produce a cheaper one?
How can we reach more of a marketing entity?’”
Last April, Rizzo decided to take on another submersible
project, this time with the goal in mind of creating a simpler
and cheaper submersible that could be commercialized
during an economy crunch.
Under a $75,000 grant from the Kentucky Science and
Engineering Foundation, Rizzo and his team had exactly
one year to complete their task, and until January for
commercialization.
A main goal of his 2012 team, comprised of students from
different backgrounds including electrical engineering,
programming and marketing, was to create a cheaper,
smaller version of the prototype.
For his team, the major challenges included creating
cheaper thrusters, having machines successfully maneuver
through water and creating software.The team created three
complete prototypes: the basic, the pro and the elite, and
were beginning work on a smaller one with a smaller screen
and brighter luminescence.
“Students are learning the concept of manufacturing, and
most of the time that’s a two year thing,” Rizzo said. “One
year is just incredible.”
Rizzo planned for the project to move to the Innovation
and Commercialization Center on Campbell Lane, and for
the team to either start a company or sell the product.
Before taking the submersible prototypes out to real
waters, the team tested their submersibles in a square hole
in the floor filled with water called the test pit, located
in a small room in the basement of the Engineering and
Biological Sciences Building. There, the team simulated
the flow rates of different bodies of water, including the
Kentucky and Ohio Rivers, to learn how the submersible
would function.
As the group completed their final prototypes before
January, they continued to work on the thrusters and writing
an instructional manual for customers who purchased the
final product.
In January, water testing was going better than previous
months due to a new design of water thrusters that triple the
output of the thruster.
The team was also on schedule for completion and
commercialization by the end of April.
“This is real world engineering for the students,” Rizzo said.
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“I couldn’t imagine a life where
you weren’t free to do normal
things and pursue your own
dreams, to be your own person.”
-Katie Jaggers

On March 27, for 27 hours, 27 million people
around the world joined for one purpose.
Together, they honored victims of human
trafficking globally. On campus, a new team
sprouted in WKU’s garden of organizations: the
International Justice Mission.
Students started WKU’s chapter of IJM on
campus after attending Passion, a spiritual
celebration geared towards college students, in
Atlanta over winter break where they learned
about the magnitude of human trafficking.
For the students, the conference acted as a
catalyst to make a positive impact on campus.
“I couldn’t imagine a life where you weren’t
free to do normal things and pursue your own
dreams, to be your own person,” Louisville
sophomore Katie Jaggers said.
They took a stand to raise awareness for the
27 million people caught in the midst of human
trafficking around the world. The 27-hour Stand
for Freedom was an event where students raised
awareness while building a petition that asked
President Obama to work during his second term
to end modern slavery by focusing on at least

five countries, proposing a budget, and making
slavery eradication a diplomatic priority.
“IJM does a lot of work freeing people directly,”
Jaggers said. “WKU students care about issues
going on in the world. IJM is a way students can
do that.”
Trafficking posed a complex problem for
countries all over, even the United States,
according to fact sheets provided by the
organization. Young teenage girls, usually those
who had been abused, got caught in America’s
trafficking industry.
“It’s something that hits your heart,” Jaggers
said. “When I hear about things like that, I feel
like I need to do something about it.
Typically, women were used sexually, and men
were used for labor. This industry raked in 32
billion dollars each year. On average, slavery
priced a human life around 90 dollars, with
mostly female victims.
“It’s kind of unbelievable,” Louisville
sophomore Morgan Green said. “Even with
America, slavery was so long ago that we think
it’s gone.”

Above Louisville sophomore Keeley Shaw,
Bardstown sophomore Michelle Hicks,
Louisville junior Madalyn Wilbanks, Louisville
sophomore Morgan Green, and Franklin
freshman Katie Mann enjoy the first rays of
sunrise after spending 25 hours outside in
Centennial Mall. Members of International
Justice Mission stood outside for 27 hours
during their Stand for Freedom, an event that
brought awareness to the 27 million victims of
sex trafficking.
Left During the 15th hour of IJM’s Stand for
Freedom, Bowling Green sophomore Zach
Johnson sings along to the music of Christian
musicians Jacq Cline, a Franklin sophomore,
and Garrett Cline, a WKU alumnus. The duo
performed for a small gathering of people
and concluded the session with a prayer.

continued on page 223
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Above Franklin freshman Katie Mann prays
for the victims of violent oppression with
fellow International Justice Mission members
during the last minute of their 27-hour stand.
While standing for 27 hours the members
asked passers-by to sign a petition urging
President Obama to recognize the issue and
got over 1,000 signatures.
Opposite Hand-made signs encourage
visitors to take part in the International
Justice Mission’s 27-hour Stand for Freedom
at Centennial Mall. The event brought
awareness to sexual trafficking.

continued from page 220

WKU’s chapter set up their table and petition
in Centennial Mall, a popular location on campus,
in order to get as many signatures as possible for
their petition against human trafficking.
Because this was the WKU chapter’s first
event, members were unsure of the turnout.
“I was honestly pretty nervous,” Jaggers said.
“This exceeded my expectations.”
Students passed by and witnessed the zeal the
IJM members possessed. The team received a
variety of responses.
“One reaction we got was, ‘We’re all slaves and
we all know it,’” Green said.
Members stayed up all through the night
under a full moon in the chilly air. Jaggers said
the night’s objective wasn’t necessarily to gain
signatures—it was to prove their passion.

“Western has a lot of students who care enough
to talk about it,” Louisville sophomore Cameron
Levis said. “Nobody takes time to be aware of it.”
In the end, WKU pulled through—the
thousand-signature benchmark was completed
almost nine hours before the event ended.
“It was just a really good feeling, that we’d
been out there so long and knowing that we
accomplished it,” Jaggers said. “It was a small
thing in the grand scheme against slavery but a
great achievement for the IJM team.”
The stand showed that WKU was a university
making an impact on the world and that students
were the reason for that.
“I haven’t been able to do my part as an adult,”
Franklin freshman Katie Mann said. “With this I
can speak for myself and 27 million other people.”
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Politics often involved controversy, and WKU was certainly
not immune. The 2013 Student Government Association
election found itself at the center of its own political scandal.
The conflict centered on an email sent from the Honors
College by external relations graduate assistant Destiny
Savage encouraging Honors students to support the Honors
College SGA candidates by voting for them.
Though it included the candidates running for Executive
vice president and administrative vice president, Bowling
Green junior Keyana Boka was the only presidential
candidate mentioned.
Boka said that the morning the emails were sent out, she
was in the Honors College for an advising appointment.
“We were talking about how the elections were going
and she said that she would send out an email as a reminder
before the election and I thought that would be great because
previously (SGA President) Cory Dodds had Rebekah
Russell (coordinator of Constituent Relations at the Honors
College) send out an email to everyone as a reminder for the
election,” Boka said.
Glasgow sophomore Seth Church was among the students
who received the email and as Chief Justice of the SGA
Judicial Council, realized it may have violated one of the
election codes candidates agreed to follow that forbid them
from sending out emails soliciting votes during the election.
Church then brought it to the attention of Boka’s
opponent and fellow presidential candidate—Lewisport
sophomore Cain Alvey.
“That was when I first appealed it to the office,” Alvey
said. “I wondered if it was within the codes that everyone
agreed to when they ran for office.”
What followed was a disjointed and highly disputed series
of meetings of the SGA Judicial Council, which at first
disqualified Boka from the race in a closed meeting before
reinstating her upon hearing her version of the facts, only
to again disqualify her five days later in a public forum that
followed the conclusion of the election—the election that
Boka won with 47 percent of the student vote.
Upon her second disqualification, after various members
of SGA quarreled over state statutes and the intricacies of
election rules, Boka was not satisfied with the chance she
was given, and said she felt it was necessary to bring the
issue to a higher authority.
So, she contacted Vice President of Student Affairs and
Dean of Students Howard Bailey, who eventually issued a
memorandum reinstating Boka as president by reverting to
the decision of the first Judicial Council meeting at which
Boka was present.
The memorandum was read at a highly attended final
meeting of SGA concerning the election.

Bailey said that his decision was modeled after American
politics, a system that allowed the defendant to tell his or
her side of the story as a fundamental right of citizenship.
“Once she was confronted and was able to share her side
of the issue, the same body met and decided to go forward
with the election,” Bailey said.
Thus, it was the opinion of Bailey that this decision should
have been the end of the conversation.
“You don’t wait until the outcome,” he said. “Some group
within the organization didn’t care for the outcome and then
things were changed. That’s when I questioned the honesty
and the integrity and it shed a real dim view of SGA as to
what one of our premier organizations ought to be about.”
Not all members of SGA or the WKU community
welcomed Bailey’s decision.
Many questioned Bailey for possibly setting a dangerous
precedent with SGA in which a student-run organization
wouldn’t truly be student run.
“I think it hurts the autonomy in the self and shared
governance of SGA,” Alvey said.
Many students’ views of the culture within SGA were
changed and one of the members of SGA’s Judicial Council
even resigned due to the way decision making was handled
during the resolution of the campaign’s issue.
“Some members couldn’t believe how they were handling
the situation,” Boka said.
Nevertheless, the controversy did bring attention to
issues within SGA and both Alvey and Boka agreed that
the organization needed to reconvene and work towards
rebuilding the trust that was lost during the ordeal.
“It will be a challenge to overcome because I know a lot
of students who have questioned the integrity and the ability
of SGA, but I know that we can work through this by having
another very productive year,” Boka said.
Bailey looked at the situation as a regrettable one that he
hoped to avoid in the future.
“I hope that SGA take the position that we as an organization
need to conduct ourselves in a manner to where we don’t
bring ourselves to the type of situation where that has to
happen again,” he said. “Hopefully there was some learning
that took place. I want them to grow from it.”
Despite the damage dealt, SGA planned to reconvene and
learn from the experience. They hoped to come back in the
fall stronger and more united than ever before, even though
they were forced to deal with a new set of hurdles.
“I don’t think that this whole situation should overshadow
all the hard work and productiveness and accomplishments
that we did do this past year because we did accomplish a lot
of things this year and for everyone to focus only on one bad
look at us would be unfair,” Boka said.

Bowling Green junior Keyana Boka
hugs Campbellsville graduate student
Katie Martin after finding out she will
remain Student Government Association
president-elect after being disqualified
for violation of a SGA email policy.
“It’s so relieving,” Boka said after
the decision was overturned by Vice
President of Student Affairs and Dean
of Students Howard Bailey. “I’m glad it
worked out justly in the end.”
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Frisbee wasn’t just an ocean-side past-time.
Although the She-nanigans didn’t win the
tournament, rescheduled around two teams that
dropped out last-minute and endured a surprise
hail storm, it wasn’t enough to stop Kentucky’s
first and only female ultimate Frisbee team from
enjoying their first tournament on home turf.
Five teams met at the Preston Center on March
23 and 24 and let their discs fly to kick-start the
first ever tournament hosted by WKU women’s
Ultimate Frisbee Club, or She-nanigans.
Lexington senior Michelle Passi, the team’s
captain and president, started the club in 2011
and was the tournament director.
“The event was held to raise money for our
team,” Passi said.
She said she was concerned for the future
of the team because many of the players were
seniors and thought the tournament could help
raise money and recruit new members.
“I hoped this event would start a name for the
women’s team at Western because we are the
only women’s team in the state of Kentucky and
the first one founded at WKU,” Passi said. “But,
of course, we always play for fun.”
The object of the game was to score points by
passing a flying disc to a player in the end zone,
similar to an end zone in American football.
The four teams that joined the She-nanigans
in the tournament were Miami University of
Ohio, University of Missouri, Mississippi State,
Kennesaw State and University of Georgia,
which brought home the gold.
“At our event, everyone’s a winner,” Passi
said. “However, our brackets determined that
Kennesaw would have taken all.”
Lexington senior Michelle Passi and
Taylorsville senior Lauren Louderback are
president and vice president, respectively, of
She-nanigans, the women’s ultimate Frisbee
team. The women started playing Frisbee
four years ago and decided to start their own
team after two years of playing competitively.
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But winning wasn’t everything according
to Louisville senior and Vice President Lauren
Louderback. The tournament benefited the
team in more than one way.
“I love playing ultimate, so being able to play
new teams from different areas that we’ve never
played before was a blast,” Louderback said. “I
love being able to meet new people through
playing frisbee.”
Louisville junior Hannah Buckley, treasurer of
the club, said that even though the event was a
competition, the atmosphere was laid back.
“[There was] a lot of spirit in the teams and
good sportsmanship between teams,” Buckley
said. “People are really understanding.”
The women’s ultimate Frisbee team formed
in the spring of 2011 and had grown since then,
Buckley said.
In just over a year, the dynamics of the team
transformed completely. They went from
scoring zero points in their first tournament to
placing second in one of their away tournaments
in the spring of 2012.
“We’ve come a long way,” Buckley said.
Louderback planned to graduate after the
season, but was excited for future tournaments.
“It was also pretty awesome to see the teams
that attended have such a great time at the
tournament,” she said. “Every team that came
said that they wanted to come back next year
and were very excited about it all.”
As the weekend came to an end, the
tournament halted, and four teams left Bowling
Green for home. Although they didn’t win, the
She-nanigans waited with excitement for their
next opportunity to play ultimate.
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It wasn’t her home.
Home was supposed to be a place to feel
comfortable, to feel like she belonged, a place where
she could prop her feet up in front of the television
after a long day of school to get some peace.
It wasn’t supposed to be a place of utter turmoil
born from years of continual rape by someone who
was supposed to love her.
But for Laura Fugate, that was exactly what it was.
“It was awful,” she said. “It was a place that was not
safe, and you knew it wasn’t safe, and the only thing
you ever felt in that area was fear. You live in fear of
your life every day.”
From the time she was 10 years old until she
was 12 years old, Fugate’s stepfather raped her, in
her own home, while her mother was present. The
violence ended only after her teacher noticed she
was showing behavior of abuse victims and reported
the case to the police.
And it wasn’t until the Independence senior was at
WKU that she realized she was a victim of an issue that
affected society. It was the first time she realized she
wasn’t alone.
In fact, Fugate was one of 20 percent of women in
the United States who were raped at some point in
their lifetime, according to a 2011 report from the
Centers for Disease Control.
But growing up, she didn’t know how prevalent the
issue was—or that it was an issue at all.
“I was raised in a house where I was taught sex
before marriage was wrong,” Fugate, the daughter
of a preacher, said. “So I honestly thought that I was
going to go to hell for all that had happened. So I was
very reluctant to tell my dad, I was very reluctant
to tell anybody because I had thought I had done
something wrong.”
However, Fugate did open up to one of her teachers
at Simon Kenton High School.
Debbie Brock, Fugate’s chemistry teacher, said she
noticed how withdrawn and quiet Fugate was and
decided to ask her if she was okay one day. Fugate
opened up.
“She came to me quite a bit just to talk,” Brock, a
WKU alumna, said. “When you hear that a student is
not flourishing at home, it hurts.”
By the time she started her freshman year at WKU at
the age of 17, Fugate was coping with post-traumatic
stress disorder, or PTSD, with heavy drinking and
reckless behavior.
“It was very dangerous,” she said. “I felt out of control.
I felt that my life was just not worth anything…I never
Laura Fugate, a victim of sexual violence, is
now studying psychology and working on a
thesis project about the relationship between
sex and aggression as it registers in different
parts of the brain. Fugate was raped by her
stepfather when she was younger.
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saw myself living to 18. I didn’t want to. I didn’t plan
for the future. I didn’t think that far ahead.”
After another incident of forced sex with a boyfriend
she had at WKU, Fugate sought counseling initially at
the Counseling and Testing Center and later at Hope
Harbor, a rape recovery center in Bowling Green.
“I was just so beyond suicidal,” she said. “It was hard
to go to class.”
Around the same time, Fugate took Intro to Gender
Women’s Studies, and she said it opened up her eyes.
“I was like, ‘Oh wow, this happens to more than just
me,’” she said.
That year, she decided to go to Take Back the Night,
an event that brought awareness about sexual violence.
“I started becoming a little bit more active…and
started to learn a lot more about the fact that it wasn’t
my fault,” Fugate said of her involvement in awareness
campaigns and counseling. “And it took a really long
time to be able to accept that.”
Melissa Whitley, executive director of Hope
Harbor, said that along with legal representation and
counseling services, one of their main initiatives was
education about sexual violence.
“Every individual has to realize that it is a problem,”
she said. “(They need to realize) if it can happen to me,
it can happen to you, it can happen to anyone. It does
touch people in all walks of life.”
Fugate said that speaking out was critical in
spreading awareness.
“I think people need the education,” she said. “They
don’t realize how terrible and how horrific it is until
someone has to tell them, until someone speaks out
their story.”
And Fugate said recovery for victims was possible.
“I want people to be able to see that there is a way,”
she said. “No matter what your stepdad tells you, no
matter what your parents tell you, yeah you can.”
Brock said that through Facebook and occasional
visits, she could see that Fugate was much better than
she was in high school and learned that she made a big
difference in her former student’s life.
“She seems to be doing really, really well,” she
said. “Her (Facebook) posts have become a lot more
positive…with a hopeful outlook on life which she
didn’t really have before.”
Fugate said since her freshman year, she had come a
long way, though she still dealt with PTSD symptoms
on a daily basis.
“Back then, I would never be able to imagine what
I’m doing now,” she said. “But now, it’s okay to have a
future…and it’s okay to not be afraid.”
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For most students, summer vacation meant a break from
school and stress. But for one student, it was where a mental
disorder began.
With a teal strip of hair, a phone that was always ringing
with and a friendly hello accompanied with a bright smile
to every person she met, Melinda Sterling did not consider
herself the type of person to have depression.
But her life changed the summer her parents got divorced.
“I wasn’t fond of my father for a long time,” Sterling,
a sophomore from Hendersonville, Tenn., said, as she
carelessly tossed ballet flats off her feet. “My dad came in
my room and said ‘I’m leaving.’ That was when everything
started to trigger for me.”
Sterling exhibited behavior that most commonly begins in
college. Thirty percent of college students reported feeling
“so depressed that it was difficult to function” some time
in their college career, according to a study done by the
National Institute of Mental Health.
“When I get depressed, I just feel blank,” she said. “There
is no emotion, no want, no energy, and no thoughts. I’m just
gone and I stare into space. I don’t remember things and I’m
kind of emotionless.”
Depression was a common mental illness that caused
feelings of sadness or anxiousness, according to NIMH.
Dr. Rick Grieve, coordinator of the clinical psychology
graduate program, was not unaware of depression.
“It is a psychological disorder that puts you in a very low
mood for a very long time,” he said. “It is essentially sadness
taken to the extreme.”
While there were several symptoms, the most common
included feeling sad, hopeless, or worthless, and were
accompanied by lack of energy, thoughts of suicide or death,
change in appetite, or troubles when sleeping, according
to the National Institute of Mental Health. However, those
who were diagnosed with depression may have experienced
different symptoms from each other.
“You don’t want to function.” Sterling said, covering her
thoughts with a smile. “You don’t want to participate in
anything. You just want to sit there and wallow in whatever
is wrong.”
Scientists have thought there could be three or four
different types of depression, but generally all cases have
been brought on by a traumatic or stressful event.
“My parent’s divorce triggered everything,” Sterling
said. “I mentally missed out on an entire summer. I have no
recollection of anything at all over those three months.”
Scientists and researchers were not entirely sure what
caused depression. However, they found that some people
carried a hereditary gene that may increase a risk of
developing the disorder.

“We find that a lot of times, this gene is turned on in
college,” Grieve said. “There is a lot of stress associated with
college, especially in your first few years. There is so much
change going on, from academic issues to interpersonal
issues, that there is a change of life going on.”
Amy Braush, professor of abnormal and clinical
psychology, considered depression to be a common struggle.
“It isn’t hard to diagnose depression,” Braush said. “But
there is still a stigma of therapy. Then, when one gets over
that, they still experience a lack of energy, which is the first
hurdle the psychologist has to get over.”
Sterling, on the other hand, never thought that she hit her
lowest point.
“I was lucky,” Sterling said gleefully. “I never got into the
suicidal range. I just thought ‘What would that help?’”
Sterling found her own ways to control her depression.
“I talked it out a lot when I was first diagnosed,
especially to my mom,” she said. “She’s always been my
best friend. She’s always been there. I would talk to friends
too. Thankfully, I never went to therapy or had to be put
on medicine.”
The most common treatment for depression was a
combination of antidepressants and therapy.
Antidepressants controlled chemicals in the brain.
Scientists knew these chemicals regulated moods, but
remained unsure as to how they fully worked.
Though several types of therapy were available, the
two main types of therapy included Cognitive-Behavioral
Therapy, or CBT, and Interpersonal Therapy, or IPT.
“CBT helps to change the way a person thinks,” Braush
said. “IBT helps people understand and work through their
problems, most commonly dealing with relationships.”
For loved ones of depression victims, it could have been
very difficult and exasperating to deal with someone who
was constantly in a melancholy mood.
“The best advice I can give to those who want to help
others is to not give up on them and don’t be afraid to take
an initiative,” Braush said.
Sterling refused to let the disorder take over her life.
“Depression affected the way I look at life in general,”
Sterling said. “It almost helped in a way because I don’t want
to go back there. I get down for a while and realize I have to
come back out of it, that I’m fine. In a weird way, it gave me
a brighter outlook on life.”
Although Sterling still dealt with her days of depression,
she found ways to snap herself out of it including spending
time with her friends.
“My friends make me really happy,” she said. “My
roommate is always there for me and I have a close group
of friends I know I can always count on to make me laugh.”

Independence Junior Emily Braunwart
and Melinda Sterling, a sophomore
from Hendersonville, Tenn., laugh at
a funny text message. Sterling, who
began suffering from depression
when her parents divorced, was often
found laughing at one thing or another
with her friends, who she said meant
everything to her.

“Depression affected the way I look
at life in general...I get down for
a while and realize I have to come
back out of it, that I’m fine. In a
weird way, it gave me a brighter
outlook on life.”
-Melinda Sterling

Story and Photography Melody Hart
Design Julie Washer
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College was a time of transition
for students. A time of transition for
their minds, opinions and bodies.
Cultural
collisions
defined
Americans’ body image perceptions.
On the front of magazines, plastered
on billboards and splashed across
the front pages of websites, the idea
of the what the perfect body type
should be was prevalent.
This note looks at three individuals
and their unique stories. Each
subject was asked a simple question

that led to an in-depth conversation
about their personal body image.
The question: How do you perceive
your body?
Overall, each individual was aware
of the cultural stigmas that shaped
their self esteem. Each expressed
that while college was a place of
confusion, it was also a place for
positive growth because of the
amount of resources at their disposal.
These are their stories, as told
through their eyes.

Interviews and Photography Brittany Greeson Design Julie Washer

RESPONSE
It’s been rough for me my whole life. I used
to not go a day without being called anorexic,
bulimic, or guidance counselors having me tell
them what I ate. It’s like if you are skinny you can’t
be skinny without people thinking you have an
eating disorder.
I am slightly insecure. I’ve been trying to gain
weight for about 5 years. I need to learn to be
comfortable with myself. Sometimes I don’t
even like going out in a bathing suit.
Social situations with my friends are sometimes
difficult. I feel like every girl has the right to
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complain about something about themselves to
their girlfriends. I feel like other girls get to do
that but I don’t. I get chastised for being skinny
so they assume everything is perfect.
I think that people should strive to be healthy.
I need to start eating healthier even though I’m
skinny. That’s the biggest thing people need to
focus on. Being healthy first then achieving your
personal goals of how you want to look.
It’s okay to be over weight, it’s okay to be skinny,
it’s okay to have huge boobs and it’s okay to have
A-cups. Just as long as you are yourself.
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RESPONSE
When I look in my mirror, honestly, I can’t really
see what I want to see simply because I’ve been told
my entire life that what I see in the mirror is a guy.
Recently I’ve wanted it to be a girl.
While I can see the changes and can see it shifting
slowly, I can never see the girl in the mirror that other
people can. I know I look different but I still view
myself as attractive. When I was younger, that was a
different story.
Before I started dressing like a girl, I definitely did
think I was unattractive. When I was younger, I didn’t
fit in and I got picked on a lot. I also didn’t have a
successful love life. I always cursed the gender binary.
I’ve since distanced myself from the people who
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RESPONSE
hurt me with their words and I’ve only stuck to those
who are supportive.
I like it when people view me as a girl. When
people don’t, it takes me by surprise. I feel more
myself when I’m presenting as a female. I think a
lot of people don’t really know the first thing about
being trans.
If a trans person asks you to call them he or she,
even if they don’t look like it, that’s really important
to them. When someone calls me he or sir it hurts me
when I’m very obviously not presenting as a male.
That’s one of the biggest barriers to feeling
comfortable as a trans person—believing people
actually see you for who you are.

I would probably change everything about myself to
be completely honest: weight, height, hair color, eye
color. Some people might view that as being vain but
whenever you’ve been ignored for so long I really don’t
think it becomes vain at that point.
I went to a party my friend Stephanie was throwing.
I had been talking to somebody for a while at this point
and we were both at the party. I was trying to talk to him
but he kind of distanced himself from me.
He had stated that he really did like me and that he
really did like my personality. He thought I was funny.
He thought we’d be a great couple together because we

complimented each other so well.
However, he stated that he has a weight limit for
anybody that he dates and I far exceeded that weight
limit. So, there was no way that anything could have
come between us.
That’s always been in the back of my mind anytime
I try to talk to someone new. That one time that it was
so bluntly (told) to me really shattered any feelings
that I had.
The main problem with society and body image
is that people rely too heavily on what others think.
Myself included.
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Oftentimes, the hectic weeks of the school year seemed
to blur together. From a distance, the mundane daily events
of every week looked the same and, ultimately, blended
together. Up close, though, it was obvious that no week at
WKU was exactly the same. Below the surface of every day
events, every hour of every day held something different and
unique. Throughout the week of April 14 through April 21,
Talisman photographers documented both the mundane and
the unusual events that formed the chemistry of a week.

Above at 1 a.m. Completing her nightly rounds
of cleaning Mass Media and Technology Hall, a
building service attendant moves furniture in the
lobby of the building, which housed the School
of Journalism and Broadcasting, offices for
Information Technology employees and a 24-hour
computer lab. Jake Pope
Opposite at 12 a.m. Adam Mayer, a senior from
Nunster, Ind., chats with Mollie McNeel, a freshman
from Lincoln, Neb., at a party. The two, who were
both on the Swimming and Diving team, joked
about being brother and sister because of their
similarly colored hair. Katie McLean
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Above at 2 a.m. Louisville sophomore Brenna Duncan and
Bowling Green freshman Harry Griffin eat doughnuts at the
Great American Donut Shop on the 31-W Bypass. “It’s the best
late night snack to have,” Griffin said. “If you have not been to
GADS, you are missing out,” Duncan said. Tyler Essary
Opposite Top at 5 a.m. Unable to fall asleep, Nashville
freshman Dustin Hanson watches a TV show on a computer in
Mass Media and Technology Hall. With over 100 computers,
the MMTH lab was the only computer lab on campus that was
open 24 hours a day. Ian Maule
Opposite Bottom at 6 a.m. Between six and seven in the
morning, Mike Dickson, an alumnus from 1981, works out in the
Preston Center. “I feel like I’m more energetic in the morning
and would rather get it done before work than after,”
Dickson said. Kyle O’Donnell
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Above at 9 a.m. Louisville freshman Scott
Berger repels from Parking Structure 1 during
Military Mountaineering and Leadership
class on April 17. The class practiced from
the fourth and fifth floors before culminating
with a rappel from the top floor before finals
week. Luke Sharrett

Above at 8 a.m. Preparing to turn on the “Time and Place-Compass and Clock” sundial outside Helm Library for the spring, a facilities
management employee cleans out leaves and dirt that gathered over the winter. “Time and Place-Compass and Clock,” which was built
during WKU’s Centennial celebration, functioned as a sundial on sunny days. Jabin Botsford

Left at 12 p.m. After getting out of classes
at the top of the Hill, students get on the
bus outside the Environmental Sciences and
Technology Building on April 16. Parking and
Transportation Services used six different
bus lines to serve the needs of the campus at
various times and locations, including two new
lines that began in the fall. Ty Cobb

Top at 7 a.m. A facilities management employee cleans up trash in the walkway behind the stairs in front of Van Meter Hall. He was
preparing for a Kentucky Music Educators Association band festival to be held later in the day. Sarah Keene
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Above at 5 p.m. The Women’s Chorus performs during the WKU Choirs’ Spring Finale at the auditorium in Van Meter Hall. The music department held five
choir ensembles throughout the year. Matt Lunsford
Opposite Top at 3 p.m. Philpot senior Thomas Cecil tries out Kendo, a modern Japanese Fencing that is played around the world, for the first time outside
of the Preston Center with Glasgow senior Chris Bidwell. “It looks a lot easier than what it is,” Cecil said. Tyler Essary
Opposite Bottom at 3 p.m. The shinai, meant to represent a Japanese sword, and thickly-padded gloves called kote are some of the equipment used for
kendo. Kendo, which meant “way of the sword,” descended from traditional Japanese swordsmanship. Tyler Essary
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Above at 6 p.m. Nashville sophomore Diony’a Merrel dances with Laysha Brown, a junior
from Goodlettsville, Tenn., during Hazardous Combination: Greek Stroll Off at Centennial
Mall. The women, of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., danced with members of Kappa
Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. Luke Franke
Opposite at 6 p.m. Lawrenceburg sophomore Sarah Lynn Schell and Alvaton freshman
Audrey Brown relax in hammocks hanging between Bates-Runner Hall and Grise Hall.
Schell was Brown’s resident assistant on the ninth floor of Minton Hall. Luke Franke
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7 p.m. WKU students work behind the scenes before the
start of the Miss Omega pageant on Friday, April 19, in
the Downing University Center Auditorium. The pageant,
held by Omega Psi Phi fraternity, featured models who
were sizes 14 and up who weren’t normally invited to
participate in pageants. Katie Meek
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Above at 11 p.m. A woman watches the
Twisted Trannys’ drag show at Twisted Tap, a
bar in downtown Bowling Green on Saturday,
April 20. The bar closed its doors for the final
time at the end of April. Kreable Young

Above at 9 p.m. Louisville senior Wesley Miller cuts strips of The New York Times to be used as a medium in his final art piece for his Bachelor of Arts in studio art with
a concentration in painting. “It’s not necessarily expectations professors have for me, but expectations I have for myself,” Miller said. “Painting is about ideas, but it is
also about craft and you need to hone your craft. I have a really busy schedule and nights and weekends are when I have the time to do this.” Brittany Greeson
Top at 8 p.m. Owensboro junior Julia Payne prays during a candlelight vigil on South Lawn between Tate Page Hall and Topper Cafe on Wednesday, April 17.
The vigil was part Life Week, a week of events held by Hilltoppers For Life, the anti-abortion student group that began in 2011. Leanora Benkato
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Above Nashville senior Simone
Lampkin, a performer in the drag group
Twisted Trannys, is comforted by her
partner, Chantel Batton Utley, a junior
from Gallatin, Tenn., back stage after
performing in her last show as a drag
king at the The Twisted Tap, a local
bar, on April 20. “I can’t dwell on the
negative,” Lampkin said. “I just have to
take it, twist it and make it happen.”

250

Makeup was applied. Tape and binders held everything
back. Beauty and bodies took form backstage. The lights
went on. The performers stepped out. The audience
cheered. Entertainment began.
He was a Queen. She was a King.
This was drag.
For Nashville senior Simone Lampkin, this spectacle
was one of her life’s most enjoyable experiences.
Lampkin, a sociology major and sexuality studies minor,
had been performing as a drag king for more than three
years in both Tennessee and Kentucky.
“I got into drag originally kind of…as a joke,”
Lampkin said. “One of my friends, somebody came up
to her and told her she should try it out. She didn’t want
to do it by herself. I was like, ‘Hell, why not? Sounds
like fun. Let’s do it.’”
Lampkin and her friend planned to perform.
Unfortunately, the event was canceled, so instead the
pair decided to audition at Play, a nightclub and gay bar
in Nashville.
“Of course we didn’t make it because we were awful,”
Lampkin said. “It was hilarious though, and it was fun.
We made a lot of friends, and we got a lot of people to
help us out.”
After that, Lampkin said drag became really important
to her. She tried to get into the drag scene and continued
attending Play and mingling with people.
“Then one drag queen came up to me and was like,
‘Hey, I want you to do a song with me.You’re cute. Let’s
do it,’” Lampkin said. “I got on the stage that one time.
Then she kept inviting me back to do songs with her.”
Lampkin continued to audition and perform. In
January 2011, she joined the cast at Ellis Place in Bowling
Green. She performed at Ellis Place once a month until
they closed. After Ellis Place closed, Lampkin worked
to create her own drag group with local drag queen
Adam Dobson.
Dobson, who performed under the pseudonym
Mallory McQueen, worked with Lampkin and they
created the group Twisted Trannys.

“We only have one person on the cast who is an actual
transgender person,” Lampkin said. “We figured that
was a cute name for the group…because drags always
get confused for trannies. I don’t know how many times
someone has asked me if I’m trans just because I perform
and have a lower voice.”
The Twisted Trannys began performing at Twisted
Tap in November 2012. The group included drag king
Calvin Brooks and the queens: Ganvea LaDiva, Mallory
McQueen and Naliah Dior. Lampkin herself performed
as drag king Sammie Luv.
Lampkin’s and Dobson’s relationship grew close while
creating the group.
“Simone is one of my best friends,” Dobson said. “I just
love her in drag because she has such a stage presence. I
just have a huge Sammie crush because he takes drag as
serious as I do.”
Dobson said the drag world was a loving environment.
However, it was not void of drama. Tension existed
between bar queens and pageant queens. Additionally,
tension existed between the Twisted Trannys and the
Cabaret La Cage, an older drag group in town.
“I love the drag community here,” Dobson said.
“They’ll read you, but I love them. Bowling Green kind
of made me bulletproof when it comes to critics. I realize
I can’t do drag the way everyone does drag because that’s
not how to get noticed.”
Dobson, who auditioned for “RuPaul’s Drag Race,”
loosened the reins on drag. He experimented with
gender bending and androgyny performing, which
was a nontraditional type of drag where the performer
intentionally used male and female traits in their
personality, makeup and outfits to intentionally blur their
perceived gender.
“I have painted myself half-girl half-skeleton before,”
Dobson said.
As a queen, Dobson said she loved doing makeup
before performances.
“I know how to accentuate a woman’s features,”
Dobson said.
continued on page 253
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“The drag world is a family. We
love each other. We are there
for each other. We protect each
other. We support one another,
just like any other family.”
-Chantel Batton Utley

continued from page 251

Above While getting into character as Sammie
Luv, Lampkin tapes her breasts backstage at
The Twisted Tap. Lampkin performed under
the stage name Sammie Luv at her drag shows.
Left Gluing on facial hair is part of getting
into character to perform as a drag king for
Sammie Luv. “It usually takes me 30 minutes
to put on my facial hair and outfit, but if I’m
doing my hair it takes longer,” she said.

As a king, Lampkin taped back her breasts before
performances, wore unbuttoned shirts and attached fake
hair with adhesive to her face.
“Sometimes it seems easier to be a drag king than a
queen, but it is not,” Dobson said. “They have to wear
double the duct tape.”
Lampkin said taping her breasts back initially hurt, but
that she got used to it.
“Sometimes it is actually more comfortable for me
to be taped up because I feel like I have better posture,”
Lampkin said. “It doesn’t really start to hurt until I’ve had
it on for like five hours.”
While performing, Lampkin lip synced, danced and
occasionally was the DJ for the night.
“I’ll do like one popular song…and one more like slow
smooth song,” Lampkin said. “You want the ladies to see
you as sex appeal and tip you.”
Lampkin’s girlfriend Chantel Batton Utley, a junior from
Gallatin,Tenn., said the shows were interactive and genuine.
“It’s always funny to see students that haven’t been
before go to their first one because they’re always kind
of in shock,” Batton Utley said. “It can be a shocking
environment, but I think that if people like to dance and
have fun, it is definitely a place for those types of things.”
Batton Utley said drag shows benefited Bowling Green
because they provided a safe place for all types of people
to enjoy entertainment.

“The drag world is a family,” Batton Utley said.
“We love each other. We are there for each other. We
protect each other. We support one another, just like
any other family.”
Lampkin said the drag community was small, but the
gay community was large. The drag show, however, was
not just for the gay community.
“Yes, it is big for the gay community, but we have so
many straight people that come into the bar and are like
this is so much fun, and this is such an art,” Lampkin said.
For Lampkin, drag was truly an art form, an ambition
and a career path.
“Drag is my means of expressing myself, and I know
that puts a smile on people’s faces,” she said. “I feel like
it is also a calling of mine.”
Lampkin had big dreams both in and outside of the
drag world.
Professionally, Lampkin planned to counsel people
who struggle with lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
issues.
“I can settle down and do the nine to five thing, but I
don’t want to go straight into that,” Lampkin said.
Before pursuing a counseling career, Lampkin
planned to pursue her dreams dressed in drag.
“I really just want to make to it big in an entertainment
career so I can give back,” Lampkin said. “I want to do
something big. And this is what I’m going for.”
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Above Simone Lampkin as Sammie
Luv lipsyncs on stage at The Twisted
Tap, a bar on Fountain Square.
“Whenever I’m on stage I just feel
like I belong,” Luv said.
Opposite Before the Twisted Trannys
perform, Lampkin, as Sammie Luv
reads, off the performance lineup
to fellow Twisted Trannys members
Naliah Dior, Summer Starr and
Mallory McQueen backstage at
The Twisted Tap. Lampkin said she
wanted to pursue a career in drag
before becoming a counselor.
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Wanda Smith has been driving a bus at
WKU since 1994. “I like the driving and the
students. During summer I can’t wait to get
back on the bus,” Smith said.

Every day, at the hour of 7 a.m., Wanda Smith boarded her WKU
bus and took off on her familiar route. A route made so familiar by
19 years of driving.
Although Smith’s route, the White Line, became routine after
repeating it every day, she never expected the same things to occur
on a daily basis. Although every day consisted of the same paved
roads and the same academic buildings, the population on the bus
was always ever-changing.
It was the “regulars” that the WKU bus driver grew so close to.
Stephen Rowland, transportation manager of Parking and
Transportation services, recalled several stories told by the WKU
bus drivers about their favorite passengers.
“Perhaps my favorite story is about several Saudi (Arabian)
students who regularly rode the Yellow Line,” Rowland said. “The
driver struck up a conversation with the young men who greatly
enjoyed the driver’s perspective on life as an American. They then
began talking about life in Saudi Arabia and would sing songs to her
in Arabic. They started referring to her as their ‘American Mom.’”
Smith found herself feeling motherly to a few of her “regular”
students, as well.
Her hope was that if she went out of her way to be kind to her
passengers, someone somewhere out there would do the same for
her own children.
“This little girl was teeny tiny,” Smith said describing one of her
favorite regulars. “It was her first time away from home.”

This “teeny tiny” little girl became close friends with Smith on
and off of her bus route. They shared lunch, stories and spent lots of
time together. On Mother’s Day, the student even brought Smith a
bouquet of flowers.
A bouquet that was well-deserved, as Smith has been accident free
her entire 19 years as a WKU driver.
“With two months remaining in Fiscal Year 2013, Topper Transit
has carried 550,389 passengers—the highest amount of passenger
trips in Topper Transit history,” Rowland said. “Wanda truly cares
about WKU and making sure that she transports students, faculty,
and staff in a safe and effective manner.”
It made it easier to be a careful driver when you genuinely liked
the job, and Smith did.
“I like the driving and the students,” Smith said. “During summer I
can’t wait to get back on the bus.”
The Parking and Transportation staff were also eager for her return
at the start of every academic year.
“She’s a friendly, courteous, wonderful person,” Customer Service
Representative Karen Baxter said. “And I don’t think she’s ever met
a stranger.”
Smith made her driving debut for WKU in 1994 and the Parking
and Transportation staff hoped she would continue her well-worn
bus route for many years to come.
“Wanda is a very kind and generous person and an exceptional bus
driver,” Rowland said.

Opposite Smith strives to form close
relationships with her regular bus riders. Her
colleagues at Parking and Transportation
Services considered her an asset to WKU.
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A NEW ERA
A record crowd of 6,500 were in
attendance as WKU football ushered in
a new era of Hilltopper football on April
23 in the annual Red vs. White spring
football game at Smith Stadium.
The Red Team dominated the White
Team 42-3 in Bobby Petrino’s first
spring scrimmage as head coach.
Petrino’s controversial hire was
announced in December, just days after
Willie Taggart accepted a job at the
University of South Florida.
He signed a four-year contract at
850,000 dollars each year.
The Red Team totaled 509 total yards
in their controlling victory against the
White Team.
Quarterback Brandon Doughty, a
junior from Davie, Fla., was an integral
part of the victory for the Red Team,
and threw for 314 yards on 23-of-35
completions with five touchdowns.
Doughty was pleased with his
performance in the spring scrimmage,
but credited his teammates for making it
possible for him to play his game.
“I think I did an all right job,” Doughty
said. “I missed a couple of reads and a
couple of throws, but that’s just the
game. Our receivers and our offensive
line gave me so much time back there, I
was baking cakes.”

Receiver Willie McNeal, a junior
from Bradenton, Fla., was a crucial
component of the Red Team, and made
seven receptions for a total of 115 yards
and three touchdowns.
McNeal said he believed the
Hilltoppers would thrive under Petrino’s
offensive system.
“In the fourth quarter when we had
that big lead, we were still throwing
deep passes and taking chances on a lot
of plays,” McNeal said. “Coach ‘P’ is an
offensive guru, and he’s going to put you
in the place where you need to be, all
you have to do is make the play.”
Petrino said he was proud to see
leadership established in his squad’s
spring scrimmage, but said he thought
his team still had its work cut out
in order to be a major conference
contender next fall.
“Overall, I thought we had a very
productive spring,” Petrino said. “I think
we established some leadership and I
think that’s going to give us a chance
to be a good football team. I think they
understand what we’re striving for as
a staff, but they’re not quite expecting
that effort out of themselves every day,
so we have some work to do.”
And with that, a new era of Hillltopper
football begun.
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New Head Coach Bobby Petrino takes the field with his team
before the annual Red vs. White spring game in Smith Stadium.
Petrino, the former head coach for University of Arkansas, was
hired at WKU in December after not working in football for
eight months after being involved in a motorcycle accident with
a student whom he was having an affair with.
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MICHAEL PEEGE
@Peege91
21 Apr

WHITNEY SHOULTA
@whitneyshoulta
21 Apr

KATIE EPPS
@Katie_Epps
21 Apr

MACKENZIE ISENBERG
@KenzieMac614
21 Apr

MARY MARGARET DRAKE
@marymdrake
21 Apr

LUKAS ALAN SIMMONS
@lukas_simmons
21 Apr

Sigma Chi Spring Sing-just
a small glimpse of the
beast known as Italian
Wedding. Hope @WKUKD
is ready

My grandmother is
mortified at the boys
dancing at spring sing.
Bless her.

So proud of my
@ATO_WKU boys at
spring sing today! All your
hard work really paid off!
#springsing #GreekWeek

Wish all hair salons were
as awesome as the lions
mane was!! So proud of
my spring sing sissies!!
#killedit

Dang, my sisters can twerk.
#ChiOmega #SpringSing

Most epic spring sing I’ve
ever experienced...I wanna
go to #planetfiji too!!!
#proud @WKUFiji

Left After performing as reality TV stars, Lambda
Chi Alpha fraternity members Nashville freshman
Sam Collins and Bowling Green sophomore Sam
Strother celebrate in Diddle Arena. The theme of
their routine was reality TV stars.
Katie Meek
Below Georgetown junior Elizabeth Mulholland
portrays a flight attendant in Alpha Xi Delta
sorority’s routine, the final performance of Spring
Sing. Members of sororities and fraternities
portrayed various jobs for the event’s theme,
“When I Grow Up I Want To Be A...”
Katie Meek
Opposite Bottom Union sophomore Nicole
Stambaugh prepares to take the stage with her
Alpha Gamma Delta sorority sisters. The theme
for their performance was travel agents.
Matt Lunsford
Opposite Top Before taking the stage to compete
in Spring Sing, Ashley Kelly, senior from Cedar
Grove, Tenn., and a member of Phi Mu sorority,
takes in deep breaths while attempting to stay
calm. The Phi Mus placed first in Spring Sing.
Katie Meek
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WKU GREEK WEEK
@WKUGreekWeek
22 Apr

BRITTANY DURHAM
@durhambritt
22 Apr

KATIE POLLARD
@therealkpeezy
22 Apr

TAYLOR SANG
@TaylorSang
22 Apr

KATHERINE ROGERS
@kat_rogers
23 Apr

ELIZABETH PICKENS
@lizzy_lefteye
24 Apr

WKU FARMHOUSE
@WKU_FarmHouse
24 Apr

Banners are now hanging
in DUC. Stop by and see
the greek Week spirit.
#WKU #wkugreekweek

Got doubles?! This
guy just did at WKU
Greek Week Blood
Drive! #GWblooddrive
#redcross

make sure to be a trew
friend and sign up for the
organ donor registry!
@WKUGreekWeek

Starting my week off
right by donating blood.
Someone come hold my
hand and deal with me
and my panic attack.
@WKUGreekWeek

I just donated blood! You
should too! #save3lives
@WKUGreekWeek
@RedCross

Working hard at blood
drive. @WKUGreekWeek
#blooddrive2013

FarmHouse is proud to
honor Dr. Steve Wells at
the Faculty Appreciation
Dinner.

@chrisghancock

CHRIS HANCOCK
25 Apr

EMILY GOODIN
@Egood02
25 Apr

LOGAN THOMPSON
@_loganthompson
26 Apr

Just kicked off Events Day
with fraternity penny toss.
GET PUMPED.

GAME DAY READY
@WKUGreekWeek
#EventsDay

Greek Week always
reminds me that I have
the most genuine, loyal
sisterhood. So proud to be
a @WKU_ADPi today and
everyday! #wlfeo

Above Lexington freshman Emily Thomas tries to
race through a hula hoop with help from fellow
Sigma Kappa sorority sisters Louisville junior
Kim Montgomery and Allison Feikes, a junior
from La Porte, Ind., at events day during Greek
Week. Sororities and fraternities competed
in a variety of events to earn points toward
their Greek Week totals.
Brandon Carter
Opposite Louisville freshman Melanie Reichert
talks with Lawrenceburg sophomore Cassie
Flora after giving blood during the Greek
Week blood drive in the Preston Center. A sister
of Chi Omega sorority, Reichert gave blood not
only to help those in need but to represent her
sorority, as sororities and fraternities competed
to recruit the most people to donate blood.
Luke Franke
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SARAH TOMLIN
@sarahtomlin7
26 Apr

KATELYN BAKER
@katelyn_bakers
26 Apr

SPENCER MCGUIRE
@lsmcguire10
26 Apr

JULIA REED
@JuliaReed1
26 Apr

CHELSEA FROMM
@chelseafromm93
26 Apr

NICK SHEELEY
@ASAP_Sheeley
26 Apr

DJ MCDONALD
@djmcdonald19
26 Apr

I can hear my Phi Mu
sisters chanting from my
room and I just got chills.
Ready to d Minate!
#phimutug

Good luck to all the AOII
tuggers today!! Esp. to
my ALS @demitaylor for
her first time tuggin! Y’all
got this!!

We may have gotten
disqualified, but By God,
at least we didn’t lose.
#PhiAlphaBoys

Trig and Tug are the same
thing right? #notfocused

I have my books open at
my desk like I’m going to
study for my microbiology
final, but let’s be real,
here...it’s tug day.
#noattentionspan

This extra weight I’ve
packed on is about to pay
off #ΔTΔTugDay

So proud of my girl
@AriG_xoxo and kappa
delta on being greek
week tug champs!! #tug
#bestfriends #wku

@DuncanBrenna

BRENNA DUNCAN
26 Apr

SHELBY THORNTON
@shelbyyy1218
26 Apr

PHI MU AT WKU
@PhiMuWKU
27 Apr

All is fair in tug and war.
#tug2013 #phimu

There’s just something
about the green ones

And today is Philanthropy
Day! Have fun volunteering
everyone! The work sites
are supposed to be really
fun! @WKUGreekWeek

Above FarmHouse fraternity supporters cheer for the
fraternity after they won a match at the annual tug
competition. FarmHouse placed second in the event.
Katie Meek
Opposite Top Owensboro sophomore Robbie
Anderson helps his FarmHouse fraternity brother
Morganfield junior Alex Thomas get in position
to begin competing in tug. Tug was held at the
University Farm on Friday, April 26.
Katie Meek
Opposite Bottom Louisville freshman Grace Falvey
tugs with her fellow Sigma Kappa sorority sisters
during tug. Each tug team had eight members on it.
Leah Voss
Right Despite the rain, wind and overcast skies,
efforts to pull still persisted at the annual Greek
Week Tug-of-War competition. Though the weather
was not spring-like, it didn’t deter students from
enjoying the day.
Katie Meek
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CHRIS HANCOCK
@chrisghancock
28 Apr

EMILY STOUT
@em_stout27
28 Apr

Pretty soon we’ll be
starting Convocation. Geat
way to end an even better
Greek Week.

I think it’s safe to say that
ties are out and bow ties
are in.

AMANDA HEIM
@amandaheim

28 Apr

The proof of our sisterhood
is not in any plaque or
trophy, it’s in the amazing
women that surround me.
Im so lucky to be an Alpha
Delta Pi.

BECCA TODD
@beccaworldpeace
28 Apr

WKU FARMHOUSE
@WKU_FarmHouse
28 Apr

So stinking proud of my
astronauts and aliens for
winning Spring Sing 2013!
#swagbounce

FarmHouse was just
awarded the 1st Place
Overall Greek Week
2013 Fraternity Winner!
Thank you brothers for
all your hard work this
semester.

Above Louisville sophomore
Natalie Koppel, Kappa Delta
sorority’s tug coach, cheers
on her sorority sisters while,
below her, Nashville junior Katie
DePriest continues to pull in the
championship round of WKU’s
annual tug at the University
Farm. The KDs won the match
and the sorority title for the
ninth year in a row.
Katie Meek
Left After winning the sorority
title for, Kappa Delta sorority
tug anchor, Cadiz senior Dori
Sheehan, embraces Livermore
junior Will Owens while
celebrating the victory. Sheehan
had been the KDs’ anchor for
two years.
Katie Meek
Opposite Bloomfield junior Eli
King pulls with fellow members
of FarmHouse fraternity during
Tug at the University Farm. The
FarmHouses placed second.
Katie Meek
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Team chemistry, determination and the sheer will for improvement
made for an impressive season for both the men’s and women’s golf teams.
One conference in particular showed the team’s outstanding progress.
“The Sun Belt Conference is my favorite tournament that we play in
over the course of the year,” Paducah sophomore April Butler said. “This
year we played in Muscle Shoals, Ala. It is a true test of golf; it is very
challenging, but can also be very rewarding.”
And it was rewarding indeed.
The women’s team placed tenth in the Sun Belt Conference, beating out
Florida Atlantic University. Their final score was 947, which meant that
the lady Hilltoppers improved 19 shots from last year’s score.
Butler was excited the team played so well, but also played an individual
game she was proud of—she earned the WKU women team’s highest
individual finish since 2009.
“I feel honored and proud of everything that I’ve accomplished this year
and I couldn’t have done it without my team and coach,” Butler said. “It
motivates me even more because I know that I can do even better than what
I did this year.”
The Sun Belt Conference was one to remember for the men’s team as well.
Placing ninth, WKU beat both FAU and the University of Louisiana
at Monroe. Individually, Bowling Green sophomore Cameron Beal
Story Anna Pettus Photography Matt Lunsford Design Julie Washer
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came back to Kentucky as the team’s highest finish at the Sun Belt
Conference for the men.
“It is always a great feeling to play well, especially at the conference
tournament,” Beal said. “We have been working hard all year and I think
working hard on the right things has lead to any success I’ve had.”
However, Beal said his proudest moment this season was not at the
Sun Belt Conference.
“I was most proud of the team in our home tournament,” Beal said.
“After the first round we were in last place but we battled back the last
two days to finish fifth out of 12 teams. We really came back and showed
how good of a team we are.”
With their season behind them, both golfers looked confidently to
what the next year had in store for WKU golf.
“Next season I’m looking forward to incorporating the new girls into our
team and showing them what WKU golf is all about along with working
really hard, improving and hopefully winning some trophies,” Butler said.
Trophies that could only have been achieved with a true love for the
game—something that Michael Bordeianu, a freshman from Umea,
Sweden, definitely had.
“I feel like I’m the happiest girl in the world getting to live my dream
of committing to golf while in college,” Bordeianu said.

Men

Women

September
Marshall Invitational - T for 5th
Cardinal Invitational -10th

September
Chris Banister Golf Classic - 7th
Great Smokies Intercollegiate - 5th
ULM Fred Marx Invitational - 13th

October
Kenny Perry WKU Invitational - 5th
Dayton Flyer Invitational - T for 3rd
Wendy’s Classic - 6th

October
Lady Red Wolf Classic - 6th
Blue Raider Invitational - T for 13th

February
North Ranch Collegiate Invitational - 10th

February
11th Annual USA Women’s Invitational - 12th

March
Myrtle Beach Bash - 4th
Memphis Tournament - 9th
Bancorp Classic - 13th

March
Edwin Watts Kiawah Island Classic - 25th
MSU Ocala Springs Collegiate Invitational - 10th
Low Country Intercollegiate - T for 7th

April
Wallace Jones Tournament - 10th
Sun Belt Conference Tournament - 9th

April
Colonel Classic - 9th
Sun Belt Conference Tournament - 10th

Above Freshman Ellinor Haag
makes her first putt on the green
on the 12th hole during the Colonel
Classic in Richmond. The women’s
golf team finished ninth out of 14
teams at the meet.
Left Walking between holes,
Paducah sophomore April Butler
talks about her putting with Head
Coach Ron Burchett during the
Colonel Classic in Richmond. Butler
went on to tie for 25th at the Sun
Belt Conference Championship,
the highest individual finish for the
Lady Toppers’ since 2009.
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Above Hilligan’s Bar and Grill is filled
with students on Thursday night during
the last week of classes before finals.
Located at the intersection of College
Street and 12th Avenue, Hilligan’s was
the closest bar to campus and a popular
hangout spot for WKU students.
Right On a Thursday night, Elizabethtown
junior Corey Gardner stamps the hand of
Louisville sophomore Rachel Fisher after
checking her ID to verify that she was
over 21 years old. In addition to working
as a bouncer, Gardner worked as a
resident assistant in Pearce-Ford Tower.

For most people, a night out at the local
bar was a night when they escaped from
work, relaxed from their stresses and let
loose with their friends.
But for Elizabethtown junior Corey
Gardener, a night at the bar had a completely
different meaning.
Gardener worked as a student bouncer at
Hilligan’s Bar and Grill every Thursday and
Friday night.
“I love my job,” Gardener said. “I get to
socialize with friends, chill and make money.”
Gardener had worked at Hilligan’s for
a year and said he built strong friendships
with all of his co-workers, many of whom
were also students.
Cole Tischer, a senior from Brentwood,
Tenn., echoed Gardener’s thoughts.
“We are a team,” Tischer said. “We have
great chemistry and it is always fun.”
The students who worked at Hilligan’s
had fun together outside of work as well,
Gardener said.
“We play on a softball team called the
‘Hilligan’s Hooligans’ and it is always fun,”
he said.
Gardener also worked as a resident
assistant in Pearce-Ford Tower, worked for
Astro Events setting up inflatable houses
and was an active member of Alpha Tau
Omega fraternity.
As much fun as Gardener said his job at
Hilligan’s was, he said it was also demanding.
Gardener said he saw everything at his
job. From huge bar fights to projectile
vomiting to having a bottle broken over his
head, he said it was all a part of the job.
“It gets pretty crazy in here,” he said.

He said one memorable story was a time
when the entire bar erupted into a fight.
“I couldn’t even hope to break it up,” he
said. “So I just had to push everyone out the
door and off the property.”
He also said that on one occasion he had
a glass bottle smashed on his head by a man
he was attempting to remove from the
premises.
“I had a huge cut over one of my eyes,”
Gardener said.
Chris Grotsch, Gardener’s supervisor at
Hilligan’s, said students were a vital part of
the company.
“Our workers are, for the most part,
students,” he said.
He also said that he loved the closeness of
his employees.
“We have a very tight staff,” he said.
“Everyone enjoys each other’s company.
We strive to be professional, but we want
everyone to have a good time as well.”
Tischer said that he and Gardener’s jobs
were always fun.
“We sit around and watch drunk people,”
Tischer said. “We scan the crowd for
trouble; it’s great.”
Gardener said that although the job
allowed him to make ends meet while
being with his friends, it gave him a bit of a
reputation around campus.
“I will go to parties and some guy will be
like ‘Hey! It’s that guy that threw me out of
Hilligan’s,’” Gardener said.
Though he had the reputation of a tough
guy even when he was off the clock, it
didn’t stop him from loving his job as a
bouncer, he said.

Story Paul Watson
Photography Matt Lunsford
Design Julie Washer
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The WKU Track and Feld program continued its tradition of
excellence in 2013, and captured first place in the Sun Belt Conference
Indoor Track and Field Championships on the men’s side.
The Hilltoppers’ titles in 2013 continued an impressive streak held
by men’s Track and Field Head Coach Erik Jenkins.
Under Jenkins’ leadership, WKU had won 12 women’s titles and 11
men’s titles since he took over the program in January 2008.
David Mokone, a junior from Bultfontein, South African, and Joseph
Chebet, a senior from Kamapala, Uganda, both posted outstanding
performances at the Sun Belt Conference Indoor Championships to
help the Hilltoppers take the title for the second straight season.
Mokone defended his title in the one-mile run and also grabbed
first-place in the 80-meter run.
Chebet captured his fourth-career Sun Belt championship with a
win in the 5,000-meter. Chebet said he was proud of his performance
and of the way he was able to end his career at WKU.
“I am really proud of the effort as a team,” Chebet said. “It is really
exciting to maintain such a good performance and I’m really proud of
the legacy I will leave at WKU.”
The Lady Toppers placed fifth in the Sun Belt Conference Indoor
Track on Field Championships.
Hickman senior Sharika Smith captured the triple jump crown for
WKU. Smith’s mark of 42 feet and three-and-a-half inches was the
third longest in school history.
Erlanger freshman Lindsey Hinken placed third in the 5,000-meter
run, with her efforts earning her all-conference honors.
Jenkins said he was pleased with the effort by both his men’s and
women’s squads, and said he was particularly excited for what laid in
store for his program.
Story Sam Osborne Design Julie Washer

“I’m very happy with the way the team competed as a whole,”
Jenkins said. “On the women’s side, we are going to get better. The
men are young, and the future is exciting.”
The Hilltoppers have consistently performed at a high level in
competition, but they have also excelled in the classroom.
Three of the last four WKU Male Scholar Athletes have come from
the Track and Field and Cross Country programs. Bowling Green
senior Brett Austin earned the distinction in 2013.
Jenkins applauded his athletes’ abilities in balancing the rigors of
being a student athlete.
“The fact that these gentleman were able to compete in Division
1 Track and Field (and Cross Country) and continue their education
in a demanding academic program is a testament to their will and
character,” Jenkins said.
The Outdoor Track and Field season was a success as well for the
WKU Hilltoppers.
The men and women’s teams finished third and fourth, respectively,
at the Sun Belt Conference Outdoor Championships.
Javelin thrower Tomas Guerra, a senior from Santiago, Chile, was
one of nine Hilltoppers who were able to qualify for the NCAA Track
and Field Championships in Eugene, Ore.
Guerra said he was proud of his and other individual performances
in the spring, but was eyeing a team title in 2014.
“I think we did a fantastic work individually this year taking nine
people to national,” Guerra said. “As a team we didn’t get the Sun
Belt conference Championship which makes for us a bitter season.
However, we have an amazing talent and good level in the team, I’m
pretty sure that for next years the conference championships will be
for us.”

December
Middle Tennessee Christmas Invitational - NTS
January
Blazer Invitational - NTS
Illini Classic - M 7th / W 7th
Rod McCravy Memorial - NTS
February
Middle Tennessee Invitational - NTS
SPIRE Invitational - NTS
Middle Tennessee Valentine Invitational - NTS
Boilermaker Invitational - NTS
Sun Belt Indoor Championships - M 1st / W 5th

March
NCAA Championships - N/A
Black & Gold Invitational - NTS
Austin Peay Govs Invitational - NTS
April
Bellarmine Invitational - NTS
Florida Relays - NTS
Hilltopper Relays - NTS
Mt. SAC Relays - NTS
Vanderbilt Invitational - NTS
Penn Relays - NTS
Bellarmine Classic - NTS

Above Sandy Hook freshman
runner Aaron Stevens competes in
the men’s 3000-meter steeplechase
at the Hilltopper Relays. Stevens
placed third in the 3000-meter
Steeplechase with a time of 10
minutes and 17.5 seconds.
Jake Pope
Left Karleigh Parker, a sophomore
from Woodstock, Ontario, Canada,
attempts to clear the bar during a
vault at the Hilltopper Relays on
April 13. Parker finished fourth in
the women’s pole vault competition.
Brandon Carter

May
Sun Belt Outdoor Championships - NTS
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Macklemore’s hit song “Thrift
Shop” struck a note with college
students who sifted their ways
through shops, scrounging for
cheap and one-of-a-kind threads
and knickknacks.

Above Labold and Sons Salvage
in downtown Bowling Green has
approximately 40 artists that
contribute to the store. It opened
two years ago and had since
collected a variety of artwork,
vintage items and much more
since its opening.
Left Morgantown sophomore
Tristan Evans and Russellville
sophomore Jacob Klein browse
through the vintage items at
Labold and Sons Salvage. Evans
and Klein were visiting the store
for their third time ever on a
sunny afternoon in April.

On rainy days, Danielle Labold liked to rearrange.
“We have to move stuff around to get stuff seen,”
Labold said as she dug through a box of stuffed animals
in her consignment shop located on Fountain Square in
downtown Bowling Green.
Dressed in an orange and pink floral-print coat, beige
wedges, gold jewelry and sporting a jet-black bob hairstyle,
Labold said that she was born to salvage.
Labold, a 2000 WKU graduate and mother of two, founded
Labold and Sons Salvage two years ago as a venue for aspiring
artists, such as herself, to display artwork for free.
“The whole point of my store is for my artists,” Labold
said. “We’ve got tons of art.”
In addition to the art the store was full of, well, pretty
much everything. Furniture covered with trinkets, tools

and textiles filled the building. A mannequin draped in a
vintage wedding dress and a mask depicting a male’s face
stood near the storefront. Music played throughout the
store from a record player behind the counter.
After digging through her inventory, Labold held up
a unique toilet plunger.
“Look at that. It’s turquoise with a Lucite handle,”
Labold said. “For some reason, that makes me happy.
It’s the little things.”
Labold said it was sometimes hard to get students to
visit the store, but once they did, they always came back.
“Once they come in, I call them my repeat offenders
for life,” Labold said.
When the store closed at 6 p.m., students trickled out
while rain sprinkled down from the sky.

Story Mary-Kate Smith Photography Sarah Keene Design Houston Harris and Julie Washer
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Right Beverly Hills
Bargain Boutique is a local
consignment store located
on 31-W Bypass in Bowling
Green. Russellville sophomore
Taylor Kerr, an employee,
said she enjoyed seeing
the same customers come in
everyday to look through the
newest items.
Opposite Beverly Hills
Bargain Boutique carries
both women’s and men’s
clothing, jewelry and
shoes. Many WKU students
and community members
frequented the boutique,
which had been open for
more than 30 years.

Whether by colors, clothes or season organization was
key at Beverly Hills Bargain Boutique.
Sandy Hedger had been the manager of the boutique
for six years. On a sunny Monday, she walked through
the brightly colored circular racks and spoke to both
customers and consigners.
“On a normal basis it is very fast (paced),” Hedger said.
“A lot of inventory is coming in. We are selling a lot.”
The consignment boutique opened more than 30 years
ago, but looked as good as new, just like their merchandise.
They had a main location and a discount sales store, Beverly
Hills Two.
“We specialize in men and women’s clothing and
accessories,” Hedger said. “We are known for our selection,
qualities and higher end labels.”
The boutique carried national name brands as well as
more exclusive boutique labels. Most of these items were
purchased from consigners.

Hedger said working at Beverly Hills Boutique was
very rewarding though there was always the temptation to
purchase the merchandise.
Butler County junior Shelby Baseheart agreed with her
boss and said that working at the boutique was rewarding.
“We have a really good staff,” Baseheart said. “I am
friends with most (of) the college people who work here
and the older people.”
Baseheart, one of three students on staff, said she liked
the work hours and the clothes. Usually, she worked on the
sales floor or in the fitting room.
“The hardest thing to learn was were everything goes
because our store is so organized,” Baseheart said.
The pastel pink and kelly-green sign drew customers in.
The organization of the clothing and accessories was what
brought customers, students and community members
alike, back in time and again and the circle rack of clothes
kept them around.

Story Mary-Kate Smith Photography Sarah Keene Design Julie Washer
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Right Junkyard Gypsies
Home Consignment
accepts funky and unique
decorations, housewares
and home furniture. It was
located on 31-W Bypass in
Bowling Green.
Opposite Lexington Junior
Lindsey Browne has worked
at Junkyard Gypsies Home
Consignment for one year.
She said she enjoyed
working at the thrift shop
and going through people’s
old items and hearing the
stories behind them.

278

Lexington junior Lindsey Brown stood behind the
counter training a new employee. A hand-painted Bob
Marley poster, Coca-Cola memorabilia and a jewelry
display sat near the register in the two-story white house
on the 31-W Bypass.
Brown, who had worked at Junkyard Gypsies Home
Consignment for nearly two years, said her shifts in the
store were always fun experiences.
“It’s always different,” Brown said. “Inventory is always
changing. I’m always interested in setting up little displays
and just meeting people throughout the community.”
Brown said that all types of interesting people stopped
in the store. More specifically, however, Junkyard Gypsies
served as a destination for many collectors looking for
decade and generational-specific items to add to their
antique collections.

“I think it has a specific style that other junk type stores
don’t, just kind of going with the vintage ’70s look,
anything that is like funky or different,” Brown said. “You
know we are kind of specific about what we take and you
can tell. You don’t have to pick through a bunch of just
cheap things to find something interesting.”
Brown said her favorite thing about working for
Junkyard Gypsies was hearing the history and different
stories of each items.
“Sometimes we’ll get people bringing in like really
old photographs with stories on them,” Brown said. “We
got some love letter from like World War II, just different
things. It’s just fun seeing that kind of stuff.”
Junkyard Gypsies was full of “that kind of stuff.” Antique
furniture, vintage belts and funky housewares filled this
junkyard, but to most people it was anything but junk.

Story Mary-Kate Smith Photography Sarah Keene Design Julie Washer
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Above Cousins Naif and Othman Alsaket, both sophomores from
Saudi Arabia, enjoy driving just for the sake of driving. “We just
like to drive around,” Naif Alsaket said. “It’s something to pass the
time.” The cousins were a part of the Black Snake Road Group, an
automotive enthusiast group based out of Saudi Arabia.
Opposite Top Naif Alsaket has added performance upgrades to his
Dodge Challenger. “Having a car is important for me, but having a
car that you love is more important,” Naif Alsaket said. “I feel like I
have a relationship between me and my car, built on trust.”
Opposite Bottom Othman Alsaket has a Ford Mustang with
upgraded performance parts installed. Othman Alsaket, along with
several of his cousins, were the only representatives of the Black
Snake Road Group in the US. The group’s growth came from media
uploaded to social media outlets.
Photography Ty Cobb
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TRUE CHANGE
The feeling was palpable. When the players on men’s and women’s tennis
teams stepped on the court for their first practice of the year, they sensed
that something was different. The start of the athletic year brought with it
a revitalized energy and purpose for student-athletes who were ready to
begin their seasons, but this energy also came from another source: Head
Coach Jeff True.
While this didn’t translate to a more successful season in the wins and
losses column, athletes from both teams believed the change in their coach
had a positive impact on the year.
“He’s gotten a lot more involved,” Josh Smith, a sophomore from Athens,
Ga., said. “It made a really big difference this year, for our whole team
chemistry. Everyone bonded a lot more.”
True’s different approach in coaching was first evident in team practices.
“In practice he was coming up with new drills and new exercises. We saw
that he was trying, and we wanted to try more and become better,” Monta
Reinfelde, a sophomore from Liepaja, Latvia, said. “We’ve become more
close than we have ever been and it helps on the court.”
True also stressed the importance of team chemistry when he reflected
back on the season.
“We were really focused on the importance on coming together as a
team,” he said. “We focused a lot on our philosophy and how we wanted to
come together as a unit.”
The men’s side, which was filled with mostly younger players, treated
this season as a rebuilding year. They finished their season with a loss to the

Story John Greer Photography Justin Shaw Design Julie Washer

Having coached tennis at WKU since 1982,
Jeff True used this season to helped the team
to bond. “We focused a lot on our philosophy
and how we wanted to come together as a
unit,” he said.

University of South Alabama in the first round of the Sun Belt Conference
tournament. Despite this loss, current players on the team felt optimistic
about the future.
“We have a lot of good talent,” said Smith. “We just have to keep training
and working on stuff to make sure next year, when the tournament comes
around, that we progress further. “
The men’s team amassed a 30-78 mark for the 2013 season in singles play;
in doubles their record was 15-34. The overall match record for the team
was 6-14.
The women’s team was successful due, in part, to its veteran players,
though it also ended the season with a first round loss in the conference
tournament.
“We were kind of streaky,” True said of the women’s side. “We would win
three or four in a row and then lose three or four in a row.”
By season’s end, the women’s team had accumulated a record of 52-46
in singles play and 31-13 in doubles. Their overall match record was 10-8.
Although the season ended in disappointing fashion, the team believed
that this year had been a successful one, especially with the influence that
Coach True provided.
“I feel like it was a good season all around,” Smith said. “It’s been a real
blessing for us, especially now that he wants to get involved off the court.”
Coach True agreed.
“The players really developed and grew this year as a team,” he said.
“That was the part of that season I found the most rewarding.”

Women

Men

September
Belmont Fall Classic - NTS
Austin Peay State University Invitational - NTS

September
Austin Peay State University Invitational - NTS

February
Bellarmine University - W
Belmont University - L
Northern Kentucky University - W
Morehead State University - W
March
Murray State University - L
Liberty University - L
University of North Alabama - W
Alabama A&M University - W
University of Alabama in Huntsville - W
University of Arkansas at Little Rock - L
University of Northern Iowa - L
Lipscomb University - L
University of Louisiana at Monroe - L
April
University of Southern Indiana - W
Tennessee State University - W
University of West Alabama - W
University of North Alabama - W
University of Louisiana at Lafayette - L
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November
Murray State University - NTS
Bellarmine University- L
February
Georgetown University- W
Xavier University - L
Northern Kentucky University - L
Morehead State University - L
March
University of Southern lndiana - L
University of North Alabama - W
Alabama A&M University - W
University of West Alabama - L
University of Alabama in Huntsville - L
Bradley University - L
Lipscomb University - L
Tennessee State University - W
April
Cumberland University - L
TSU - W
University of West Alabama - L
Lindsey Wilson College - L
Murray State University - L
University of North Alabama - W
University of South Alabama - L

Tennis 283

Beaver Dam junior Lauren Taylor-Farris was obsessed
with birth.
Her difficult experiences with the births she witnessed
combined with her personal medical complications
amidst her pregnancy led her on a journey through the
medical advances of the time. A journey that ended with
a back-to-basics approach to pregnancy.
The first birth she witnessed was that of her adopted
son through a cesarean section.The unnaturalness of the
procedure haunted Taylor-Farris and awakened a strong
conviction within her that manifested itself in a desire
to facilitate natural births.
“It was horrible. I saw a baby being taken out of his
mother and the mother did not comprehend the new
life that was being delivered,” Taylor-Farris said with
burden-laced words.
Taylor-Farris witnessed a lack of emotional
connection between the mother and child, which she
believed was caused by the failure to allow birth to
happen naturally. She decided that C-sections were not
the ideal way to deliver a baby.
In 2009, Taylor-Farris had a pregnant friend who
decided to deliver her baby vaginally. When her friend
went into labor, Taylor-Farris acted as her support
through the process. During the entire birth, she was
next to her friend, encouraging her while she brought
her child into the world.
Although she hadn’t known it at the time, TaylorFarris had acted as a doula.
Farther down her birthing journey, Taylor-Farris
found out she was pregnant. Shortly into her pregnancy,
Taylor-Farris was diagnosed with a heterozygous blood
clotting disease called Factor 5 Leiden/MTHSR Factor.
The diagnosis explained two of Taylor-Farris’ previously
failed pregnancies. Taylor-Farris began doing extensive
research on her disorder and her safest options for
birthing her child. She came to the conclusion that a
natural, epidural-free birth would be the best way to
bring her child into the world.
Thankfully, she delivered a healthy baby in a purely
natural way.
After having a natural birth and seeing the power her
body had to overcome the obstacles in her pregnancy,
Taylor-Farris wanted to help other women have the

same experience. Becoming a doula gave her the means
to help women realize they had the strength to have a
natural birth.
“If I can overcome that and do that, if I can have faith
in my body after all of that, than I can definitely help
other women do the same,” Taylor-Farris said.
The ceramics student and mother of two began doula
certification through Doula of North America. As a
doula, she gave emotional and mental support, was a
communicator between families, coached during birth,
assisted in prenatal preparation, taught about positions
to be in when in labor and taught partners how to help
with the process.
“I am okay with them (the mothers) feeling pain, it is
what their body is made for I’m there to look them in the
eye and say we are going to get this baby out,” she said.
On April 7,Taylor-Farris met with her newest clients,
Heather Maas and Emily Starr Lyons, whose first baby
had a July due date. Taylor-Farris was long-time friends
with the couple and approached them with the idea of
a natural birth. The new moms-to-be were open to the
alternative route.
“I said, ‘Yeah anything to help me learn more and
make my first time giving birth easier. I want an all
natural birth, whatever is safest for the baby,’” Maas said.
Maas and Lyons said they were happy with their
decision to go natural and confident in Taylor-Farris’
ability to get Maas through the discomfort of labor.
“We are both close friends with her [Taylor-Farris] so
she is not shy,” Lyons said with a chuckle. “She is very
real with us.”
Though a natural birth was physically painful,
Taylor-Farris and her clients did what they felt was
best for the health of their babies. Taylor-Farris was
deeply committed to her belief in natural births and
labored right alongside the mothers she assisted.
“Being a doula is one of the most physically and
exhausting tasks I have ever done, but childbirth is
what a woman’s body is made to do,” Taylor-Farris
said. “I try to help my clients to understand that.”
Her obsession with natural birth turned into
an opportunity to rouse a strength in women that
often lay dormant until the moment they delivered
their child.

Above Beaver Dam junior Lauren
Taylor-Farris guides expectant mother
Heather Maas and her partner, Emily
Starr Lyons, through labor exercises
during their maternity consultation
at Taylor-Farris’s home in Beaver
Dam. “We are both close friends with
her so she is not shy,” Lyons said of
Taylor-Farris.
Left Taylor-Farris encourages Lyons to
comfort her pregnant partner, while
they enact a mock labor situation
during their maternity consultation.
Taylor-Farris became a doula after
giving birth herself.

Story Ally Beasecker
Photography Leanora Benkato
Design Julie Washer
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There wasn’t much tangible evidence to boast WKU softball as a
contender in the landscape of college softball coming into the 2013 season.
There was a lack of conference championships and NCAA tournament
appearances, yes.
But was there a lack of hard work, determination and grit? No.
The Lady Toppers were trailblazers in 2013, and recorded the most
successful season in WKU softball history. WKU grabbed 43 wins and
advanced to an NCAA Regional Championship for the first-time ever in
program history.
Head Coach Tyra Perry said she was extremely proud of her team’s
difficult feat in winning a regular-season conference title.
“Winning a regular-season title is difficult, it’s a long haul,” Perry said.
“I thought we showed a lot of toughness and perseverance in obtaining that
distinction as conference champion.”
WKU had to navigate a challenging conference line-up, which included
facing nationally-ranked teams University of Louisiana and the University
of South Alabama, to bring the title home to Bowling Green for the first
time ever.
WKU advanced to the championship of the Sun Belt Conference
Tournament, but lost in the finals to South Alabama 0-2.
The Lady Toppers were selected for their first ever NCAA Tournament,
and were placed in the Tuscaloosa Regional, which featured defending
national champion University of Alabama.
WKU defeated the University of South Carolina Upstate 3-0 in their
opener to meet the Tide.
The Lady Toppers were faced against one of the toughest teams in the
nation on their home field, but they were far from fazed.
WKU nearly pulled the upset, but fell 7-6 to the heavily favored
University of Alabama.
Story Sam Osborne Design Julie Washer

Outfielder Tiffany Gooch, a junior from
Mt. Juliet, Tenn., slides into home plate
during a game on April 10 against
Samford University. WKU won 8-0.
Brandon Carter
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Outfielder Katrina Metoyer, a senior from Garden Grove, Calif., said she
was irritated to let Alabama come away with the victory.
“It was frustrating because we were given an opportunity and we let it
slip away,” she said. “We were beating the defending champions. I really
believed we were going to win that game.”
Perry applauded the way her team came out and played the defending
national champions.
“We came out and represented WKU to the fullest and I thought my girls
fought hard to win,” she said. “We weren’t star struck, just played the team
on the other side. Our players this year played the game the right way.”
Emily Rousseau, a junior from Greenwood, La., was named Sun Belt
Conference Pitcher of the Year in 2013. Perry, in her sixth year at the helm,
was named Sun Belt Conference Coach of the Year.
Pitcher Mallorie Sulaski, a senior from Lakewood, Colo., said WKU’s
success was a result of the cohesiveness of the squad.
Sulaski remembered the humble beginnings of her softball career and
said she was proud of the new heights the Lady Toppers were able to reach.
“The six of us that graduated made a pact at the end of our junior year,
that we were going to do everything we could to not fall short like the
previous years,” Sulaski said. “It was almost surreal that our freshman year
we finished last in conference and senior year we ended at the top. It just
shows that hard work and dedication eventually does pay off.”
Perry watched her senior class fail to reach the Sun Belt Conference
tournament in their freshman season, to testing one of the nation’s best
softball teams and narrowly advancing past the first weekend of the NCAA
Tournament for the first time ever.
“We were a game away from making the Sun Belt Tournament and just
couldn’t get it done their freshman year,” she said. “We’ve gone from that
to that bottom level to steadily growing and climbing every single season.”

February
Murray State - W
Northwestern University - L
Lipscomb University - W
Mississippi State University - L
Valparaiso University - W
University of Pittsburgh - L
Western Michigan University - W
University of Dayton - W
March
University of Hawaii - L
Campbell University - W
University of Memphis - W
Campbell University - W
University of Hawaii - L
Bowling Green State University - W L
University of Louisiana at Lafayette - L W W
University of Louisville - L
Eastern Kentucky University - W
Florida Atlantic University - W W W
University of Kentucky - L
Southeast Missouri State University - W
University of North Texas - L W
University of South Alabama - W L W

April
Middle Tennessee State University - W
University of North Texas - L L
Samford University - W W
University of Louisiana at Monroe - W W W
Belmont University - W
Lipscomb University - W
Troy University - W W W
Southeast Missouri State - W L
FIU - W W W
May
University of Evansville - W
MTSU - W W
ULM - W
University of North Texas - W
ULL - L W
University of South Alabama - L
University of South Carolina Upstate - W
University of Alabama - L
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Above Head Coach Tyra Perry reminds her team to stay
focused after wrapping up a three-game sweep over
University of Louisiana at Monroe. “We still have a long
way to go,” Perry said.
Luke Franke
Opposite Top Utility player Clara Garcia, a senior
from Harvest, Ala., high-fives a teammate. The Lady
Hilltoppers defeated Samford University 8-0 on April 10.
Brandon Carter
Opposite Bottom Infielder Shawna Sadler, a sophomore
from South Holland, Ill., comes to second base. Sadler hit
a double during a game against Samford on April 10.
Brandon Carter
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Right Photos of the Epley children, Alex
and Jennifer, line a kitchen cabinet in
the Epley home in Bowling Green. Alex
Epley was a freshman at WKU, while
Jennifer Epley planned to start classes
at WKU in the fall of 2013.
Below Lisa Epley and her husband,
Frank Epley, study at the dining room
table in their Bowling Green home
during finals week. “We cherish any
time we get to spend together,” Lisa
Epley said. Lisa Epley was a senior in
the interdisciplinary studies program,
and Frank Epley was pursuing a
master’s degree in psychology.

Lisa Epley was like most students at
WKU. She strove to balance her time
among school, work and loved ones.
But her story was different than most.
In addition to being a student, Lisa Epley
was a wife, mother and military veteran.
And while she walked the Hill in pursuit of
higher education, her small army of loved
ones were likely to be nearby tending to
their own studies—both her husband,
Frank Epley, and son, Alex Epley, were
students along with her.
While the Bowling Green residents
chose to attend WKU so they could
remain near each other, they had their
own personal ideas of what they wanted
to gain from the University.
“I don’t really expect to do a lot with
my degree other than make me a better
educated person,” Lisa Epley said. “This is
for me, not for anyone else.”
Lisa Epley said her favorite class was
Urban Folklore because it opened up her
perceptions of the world around her.
“This class has really taught me that
there are so many different types of people,
cultures, and customs around the world and
not everyone has to agree with what goes
on,” she said. “We just have to be open to
new ideas and be understanding.”
Lisa Epley’s husband Frank Epley
graduated with a general studies degree in
2004 and was enrolled in WKU’s Clinical
Psychology graduate program. He said
he wanted to help other military veterans
through veteran assistance programs. Since
retiring, Frank Epley said he felt confident
about his decision to return to school.
“I made the decision that this is what
I want to do,” Frank Epley said. “I feel

completely at ease yet challenged at the
same time.”
Alex Epley, a freshman, said his favorite
aspect about WKU was being close to
home. He also said attending college at the
same time as his parents had its drawbacks.
“I like seeing my family on campus, but
my mom always knows what I’m doing,”
Alex Epley said.
Pursuing a military leadership degree,
Alex Epley said he was a “military brat” who
was eager to follow in the footsteps of his
parents.
“I’ve had certain expectations that
some kids never experience,” he said. “My
parents expect certain things from me and
they make sure I follow through.”
Alex Epley also expressed some common
college freshman complaints, including a
lack of privacy in the dorms and missing his
long-distance girlfriend.
While Lisa and Frank Epley attended
school at the same time as their son,
their daughter Jennifer Epley planned
to join them in the fall of 2013. Despite
the unique situation, their lives revolved
around the same activities as always—
the entire family still enjoyed watching
boxing matches and football games
together, as well as traveling outside of
Kentucky when they could.
While the family members admitted
they had a hard time studying together
because they opted for solitude, they still
influenced one another.
“My husband and I have always believed
in setting good examples for our kids,” Lisa
Epley said. “We don’t feel as though we can
give them honest advice unless we have
experienced what they are experiencing.”

Story Casey Downey
Photography Brandon Carter
Design Julie Washer
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The 2013 baseball season was short on postseason success for WKU,
but the Hilltoppers were still able to stake their claim as one of the
Commonwealth’s top programs.
The Hilltoppers claimed state rivalries this season and went 3-1 against
University of Louisville and University of Kentucky.
UK and U of L were both ranked in the top ten nationally when the
Hilltoppers met them in the spring.
The game against UK on April 23 at Bowling Green Ballpark proved to be
one of the most memorable for WKU, and the longest of the 2013 college
baseball season.
WKU outlasted the Wildcats in 18 innings 3-2, a game that took nearly
six hours to complete.
The game ended thanks to a walk-off home run from Bowling Green
freshman outfielder Trevor Lowe.
Lowe said his walk-off home run over the left-field fence against UK at
the end of the historically long game will forever remain one of the proudest
moments in his baseball career.
“Hitting that homerun had to of been my proudest moment in life,” he
said. “I will forever remember that moment until the day I die.”
Head Coach Matt Myers said he was thrilled his team was able to prevail
in the marathon game.
“It was really a game of the last man standing,” Myers said. “You could
tell guys were swinging the bats really slow and pitchers were starting to
dominate. That’s pretty amazing, what our guys did. They kept fighting.”
The Hilltoppers’ victory against UK was their seventh-straight against the
Wildcats and the fourth season sweep since 2002.
Lowe said playing and excelling against talented programs like UK and
U of L increased the morale and expectations of the WKU baseball program.
Story Sam Osborne Photography Brandon Carter Design Julie Washer

Bowling Green freshman Jackson
Sowell pitches on March 20 against
Lipscomb University. The Hilltoppers
lost in extra innings 5-4.
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“I think that playing teams such as Louisville and Kentucky is a great way
to increase confidence and motivation,” he said. “We beat both teams which
is awesome for our school. We beat these teams purely because we wanted
it more than they did. We were out for blood when we stepped on the field
to play both of them.”
Bowling Green Ballpark, home of the minor league Bowling Green Hot
Rods, proved to be a welcoming home-away-from-home for the Hilltoppers.
WKU was 6-0 at the stadium in regular-season games since the stadium
opened in 2009.
Each of the Hilltoppers’ six victories at the Bowling Green Ballpark
came against U of L and UK. WKU’s three victories against top-25 ranked
opponents in 2013 marked the first time the program was able to achieve
that feat since 2005.
While Lowe used a walk-off homerun to do in the Wildcats, outfielder
Ryan Flaherty’s walk-off single against U of L in April gave WKU the upset
win over the Cardinals 6-5.
Flaherty, a junior from Portland, Maine, was glad to give his team the
game-winning play and some bragging rights against their rival.
“Luckily it fell in the hole,” Flaherty said. “I was just trying to do what ever
I could do to help my team win.”
WKU completed the season with a 28-29 record, and were unable to
advance in the Sun Belt Conference tournament.
The Hilltoppers would look to fill the void left by the departure of seven
seniors in the 2014 season.
Myers said he was unhappy to see his senior class fall in the conference
tournament, but said their impact on the program would remain.
“I hate to see our seniors go out in that fashion,” Myers said. “Every one of
those seven guys had a foot in our program.”

February
Bowling Green State University - L L W
Central Michigan University - L W W
Belmont University- L L
March
Southern Illinois - L W
Austin Peay State University - L
Virginia Military Institute - W W W
University of Tennessee - L L
Middle Tennessee State University - W W W
University of Kentucky - W
Lipscomb University - L
Florida International University - W W L
University of Evansville - W
University of Louisiana-Lafayette - W W L

April
APSU - L
Arkansas State - L W L
University of Louisville - W
Troy University - L W W
Lipscomb University - L
University of South Alabama - W L L
UK - W
University of Arkansas at Little Rock - L L L
U of L - L
May
University of Louisiana at Monroe - L W W
Florida Atlantic University - L L L
Evansville - W
MTSU - W
FAU - L
Arkansas State University - L
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Above Louisville sophomore catcher
Ryan Messex and Austin senior
infielder Blake Crabtree celebrate
after Messex scored on a home
run on March 20 against Lipscomb
University. The Hilltoppers lost in
extra innings 5-4.
Left Assistant Coach Brendan
Dougherty argues with an umpire
over infielder Scott Wilcox, a junior
from Burlington, Ontario, Canada,
after he was called out on April 3
during a game against Austin Peay
State University. The Hilltoppers lost
to the Govs 3-1.
Opposite Indianapolis junior
outfielder David Simmons lays down
a bunt on Feb. 22 against Central
Michigan University. The Hilltoppers
lost 4-2.
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Bowling Green freshman, Sarah
Ged, was a 20-year-old Elementary
Education major, grew up in Bowling
Green her entire life and graduated
from Greenwood High School. Based
on WKU statistics, this made her the
most average student.

“I am wonderfully average.” Ged said,
“but average is just a base word. We are
all individuals. Everyone at Western could
all do the same thing, but have different
experiences. It’s what you take from the
experience that sets you apart.”
What set Ged apart from other
students was not just her regular
philanthropic work with the American
Red Cross and the Humane Society or
her love of crafting.
In a society ridden with negative self
perceptions, Ged’s positive attitude and
outlook on herself made her a not-soaverage student.

“I got a tattoo of a pin-up girl because
it represents sexuality and femininity, just
everything that a woman is stereotypically
supposed to be, just beautiful, sexy,
everything.” Ged said.
Ged got the tattoo in April because
she wanted to show how she felt about
herself on the inside and on the outside.
“I wanted [the pin-up girl] to be a little
different because the typical ones aren’t
what average women look like.” Ged said,
“I wanted her to represent me, but at
the same be a little more sexy so I can
feel that even though I’m not skinny and
voluptuous, I’m not ugly either.”

Story and Photography Abby O’Bryan
Design Julie Washer
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Bowling Green senior Phillip Kendrick can’t
read music. The 50-year-old student majored in
music education and was a member of the worship
band at his local church, yet he just discovered
how to comprehend the musical notes he read on
the page.
“Learning how to read music and different
rhythms has been a real struggle,” Phillip
Kendrick said.
This obstacle did not deter Phillip Kendrick,
however, as his life had revolved around music
since a very young age. His parents instilled in him
a deep appreciation for gospel music as a child and
this passion fueled his desire to play and learn as
much as he could about the medium.
Another constant factor throughout his life was
his relationship with Christianity. It remained an
essential component of his musical and personal
identity. He was a member of the Christian Life
Center and played in the worship band there.
“He’s been doing it about three years,” Phillip
Kendrick’s wife Kelly Kendrick said of his stint
with the band. “He’s always been in some kind of
group with any church. His dad was a pastor. I’ve
never known him not to.”
Phillip Kendrick’s ability to play several different
instruments by ear made him a popular figure
amongst the congregation. In fact, sometimes
church members asked for him specifically, Kelly
Kendrick said.
“They know that he can play various musical
instruments,” she said. “If someone is absent, they
know he can play. They send him texts asking, ‘Are
you going to be here this week?’”
Although Phillip Kendrick found the worship
band a rewarding outlet for his musical talents, he
wanted to one day make a career out of music.
After an injury made him leave the military, he
was forced to find another job.
Although he went to WKU with a different
major in mind, after a couple of years he switched
and focused on music education.

WKU turned out to be a great choice for Phillip
Kendrick because its music program welcomed
him despite his inability to read music, which he
said he thought might have prevented him from
joining the department.
“I can play several instruments that I’ve taught
myself, but I couldn’t read music,” he said.
“Western gave the opportunity to come in through
the guitar program.”
Generally, WKU’s music program rejected
students without any prior music education, but
Phillip Kendrick’s extraordinary skills and work
ethic made him an exception.
“He persevered, and the improvements he’s
made this year have just been incredible,” music
professor Matthew Herman said. “He has made
some of the biggest strides of any students I’ve
ever had.”
As a non-traditional student in age, experience
and prior knowledge, Phillip Kendrick provided
an outside perspective in the classroom and was
a model for his fellow students to follow. And his
success has illustrated the power of hard work,
Herman said.
“Phil has proved positive that if you put in the
time and the practice, you can really go places,”
Herman said.
Phillip Kendrick’s ultimate goal with his degree
in music education was to pass his knowledge to
others. He wanted to formally teach people how
to play the instruments he learned by ear. For he
and his wife, Kelly Kendrick, this was a long-term
dream turned reality.
“Well, I think we all have a niche in life,” Kelly
Kendrick said. “Music is his niche. I think that it
expresses who he is as a person.”
Although it took him a few years to reach this
stage, Phillip Kendrick was given the opportunity
to hone his skill and use it for the purpose he
believed it was meant.
“God gave me a power to use, and, you know, I
want to do anything I can to use it for him,” he said.

Story John Greer Photography Tyler Essary Design Julie Washer

Bowling Green senior Phillip Kendrick,
a non-traditional student, is working
toward a degree in music. “I just love
everything about music and I have been
playing all my life,” Kendrick said.
298

Lifelong Learners 299

While many students chose to attend WKU’s
journalism school for experience, Scottsville senior
Teresa Jameson, who was once a war journalist, did
things backward.
“College was my dream, but always put on the
back burner,” the Scottsville non-traditional student
said. “Honestly, in the ’80s, college was not a doable
thing for a poor family.”
Though she had already made a name for herself
and worked in the Pentagon, Jameson decided
to return to school while continuing to work in
Military Student Services.
Jameson’s path led her to the military in 1984
with the promise of a paid education. She scored
high on the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude
Battery exam and was offered a position as a cook.
“My answer to them was, ‘Unless you really want
me to poison the whole Air Force, do not put me in
as a cook,’” Jameson said.
After pulling some strings, Jameson swiped a job
as a journalist. She went through rigorous classes
until she came to her first assignment: Germany.
Between being stationed at different forts and
working at the newspapers there, Jameson never
got a chance to go to college. Her work gave her
many different views and experiences.
“She certainly has a much longer life experience
and her time in Europe is a great asset,” Tony
Harkins, associate professor of history, said. “She
has been a big contribution to class. She teaches me
things at times.”
Jameson’s work brought her acclaim within the
military. She wrote a piece on the Gulf War about
troops claiming to be more afraid of accidents
on their side than attacks from the other. This
controversial piece threatened her career, but she
stuck with it.
“My boss said it was a great story, but we can’t
run it,” Jameson said. “I told him that there are
problems, and that’s why we need to run the story.
I told him he can fire me.”
The story ended up reaching the desk of a
general. He wasn’t happy with the rose-colored
way the military media reported the Vietnam War.
Jameson’s piece showed a real issue in the Gulf War
and was what the general wanted. The approval of

the higher-ups helped safeguard Jameson’s career
as well as land her a spot in the Pentagon.
“She’s written for two presidents, major
celebrities, her path is pretty amazing,” Tonya
Archey, director of military student services, said.
Jameson’s path led her through many different
areas—and finally to WKU.
She was a part of the Veterans Upward Bound
program to get back into education and started
taking College Level Examination Program tests
and quickly racked up over 30 hours of credit. She
worked as hard as she could to obtain the dream she
hadn’t been able to reach.
“The first day I walked into my class, I looked at
all the young faces and thought, ‘What am I doing
here?’” Jameson said.
Still, Jameson joined the class and started to
begin college life, non-traditionally.
“She works with the other students just fine,”
Harkins said. “They may see she is a little older,
but she integrates with the class very well.”
Jameson said she felt at home in the classroom
and took part in the classroom discussion. She
answered questions and in many of her classes her
background proved to be a great strength.
“I began to learn things and answer questions
about things I had never worked on or heard of
before,” Jameson said. “I felt like I could fly. I
thought I’d never realize my dream, and there it
was in front of me.”
Jameson’s path wasn’t orthodox for most
college students, but she came to WKU to learn
and give back to the community like many others.
“We’re veterans helping veterans,” Archey
said. “Things that are pretty extraordinary for
the average person is just doing our job as a
service member.”
From the extraordinary to the ordinary parts of
life, Jameson worked to give back to her country
and helped the veterans at WKU to realize their
dream as she had realized hers.
“We have families and experiences that make
it difficult for us to go back into a traditional
educational setting,” Jameson said. “We’ve faced
hardships and dangers. But we’ll do anything we
can to help out those around us.”

Story Houston Rose Photography Tyler Essary Design Julie Washer

Scottsville senior Teresa Jameson is a non-traditional
student working to earn a degree in history. Before
coming to WKU, Jameson worked as a journalist for the
US Air Force and wrote stories about many of the wars
she found herself studying in classes at WKU.
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One of Bowling Green freshman Gary Gordon’s
most memorable moments of his college experience
came from a case of mistaken identity. When he
walked into a classroom on the first day of the
school year, his fellow students perked up with rapt
attention. As he sat in one of the seats beside them,
bewildered smiles spread across their faces.
“I think they thought I was the professor,” Gary
Gordon said with a chuckle.
Gary Gordon is not a professor. The 65-year-old
photojournalism major completed his freshman year
at WKU, and for him, this was just the beginning. He
planned on staying until he earned a degree.
Gary Gordon decision to come back to school
stemmed from a discovery his wife, Victoria
Gordon, made about a little known Kentucky law.
“Somehow, I came across this little tidbit of
information about Kentucky, that senior citizens
are allowed to take courses at public universities
without charge,” Victoria Gordon, a WKU political
science professor, said. “When he started to think
about retirement and easing back on some of his
own work, this was just kind of one of those things
that really appealed to him.”
After Gary Gordon retired from his career in
information technology, he decided to pursue an
education as a photojournalism major. Photography
always interested Gary Gordon, who took several
classes in high school on the subject.
Gary Gordon took a full-time load of classes this
year—most of which were of the general education
variety. He said his favorite course was the Intro to
Photojournalism class.
“I love it. I’m really enjoying it,” he said about
his photojournalism class. “The photojournalism
students have been receptive; the professors have
been more than receptive, and they’ve helped me
develop my creativity and recognize the difference
between photography and photojournalism.”
His outward display of passion for
photojournalism, as well as learning in general,
provided a stark contrast to the multitudes of

normal college students who dreaded attending
class everyday.
“Overall, I wake up excited to go class,” he said. “I
also get excited because I’m learning quite a bit. To
me, if you stop learning, you stop living.”
Gary Gordon’s desire to learn and participate in
the process was noticed by the faculty.
“He’s just a very active learner. He speaks up in
class and asks a lot of questions,” James Kenney, Gary
Gordon’s Intro to Photojournalism professor, said.
“It really makes my job easier when the students
speak up, and he’s a leader for the class in that way.”
Victoria Gordon also noticed Gary Gordon’s
devotion to his new education.
“I tease him because he does all of the reading for
every class,” she said.
Indeed, Gary Gordon’s decision to attend WKU
created an interesting dynamic between himself and
his wife.
“It’s very strange,” she said of the student-professor
relationship they foster. “From my perspective, its
like my life sort of revolves around semesters. Now
my husband’s life is revolving around semesters.
Now that we have that in common, it’s a nice thing,
but it was also nice before that he didn’t have those
semester stressors.”
In the end, she said her husband’s decision to go
back to college was beneficial for the both of them.
“It shows that it’s never too late to pursue
something you want to,” she said. “I really find him
inspirational, that he wants to do this.”
Gary Gordon also attested to the benefits of
coming back to college. “It’s given me goals at this
stage of my life, and I think that everybody needs
goals,” he said.
And what was Gary Gordon’s goal?
“Unlike other students, my objective is not
to find a job, but rather to leave a legacy of my
photos, picture stories, and other multimedia for
my children and grandchildren,” he said. “If I can
freelance and sell a few pictures along the way, all
the better.”

Story John Greer Photography Tyler Essary Design Julie Washer

Bowing Green freshman Gary Gordon
is a non-traditional student studying
photojournalism. “A lot has changed in
the photography world,” Gordon said.
“It’s a lot quicker as far as production.”
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Above Tattoo inks and other supplies sit
atop a shelf in Atom Compton’s office at
Carter’s Tattoo Company. The inks and
supplies were located near a chair for easy
access during the tattooing process.
Right Tattoo artist Atom Compton sketches
a tattoo design of a woman for a client.
Compton’s office was decorated with his
sketches of tattoos that he had previously
created for clients.

On the surface, racial equality, veterans
and the Internet didn’t seem to have many
similar traits. However, throughout history
these seemingly-different topics each
contributed to the tattoo culture.
Cae Normanha, a senior from Sao
Paulo, Brazil, said he thought that the onceprevalent negative tattoo taboo has faded.
“People are becoming more understanding
of human rights,” Normanha said. “The
Internet is bringing them up to the surface.”
Like racial tension, people became more
accepting of tattoos. Once sources of
controversy, these issues lessened over time.
“People are realizing that what you look
like isn’t important,” Normanha said. “We’re
accepting people for who they are, not what
they look like or their background.”
Veterans were some of the first to make
tattoos popular. Throughout the United
States’ history, they came back from wars
with tattoos, and civilians, who admired
them, emulated their body art.
“Veterans would come back and say, ‘Who
are you to look down on my tattoos? I just
served our country,’” Normanha said.
This sparked a trend towards traditional
Americana tattoos. These typically featured
flags, anchors, roses and eagles amongst
other designs.
“Over time, there are trends that go in and
out of fashion,” said Atom Compton, a tattoo
artist at Carter’s Tattoo Company. “There is
always staple stuff to some degree.”
Birds, words and color realism were in
style, but tribal designs were widespread
in the ’90s, Compton said. The ’90s also
brought a surge in tattoos.
“Less than 20 years ago, most people
didn’t have a tattoo, but now most people
probably do,” Compton said.
This growth occurred on a national and
local scale.

“Bowling Green got its first tattoo shop in
’92 or ’93. By 2000, there were about eight
shops in town,” Compton said. “Tattoos are
more accepting in bigger cities usually, but
Bowling Green is very accepting of them. It’s
progressive for its size.”
Normanha said he knew a lot of tattoo
artists in town because they frequented
Rocky’s Bar, a local hangout in town.
“Anyone will feel comfortable at Rocky’s,”
Normanha said. “People go there that don’t
like to be shelved—a lot of creative types.”
Tattoo artists were just that – artists.
Normanha and Compton all had strong
connections with visual art.
“Artists are more honest to themselves
than regular robots out there,” Normanha
said. “They’re people that don’t question.”
The love for art shared among tattoo
artists created a community for tattoo artists.
Even those who practiced different art,
including Matt Tullis, a graphic design
professor in the art department, considered
tattoos pieces of art work.
“I appreciate that in this age of constantly
changing visual stimuli, there are people
who will commit to the permanent nature of
a tattoo,” Tullis said. “When I see someone
that has a tattoo, I can relate to that person
on a certain level, because we have both gone
through the same unique, creative process.”
Tullis said he appreciated the uniting
element of both traditional visual art and
tattoo artistry.
“It’s the designs that I’ve passed back
and forth to my tattoo artist that are the
best,” Tullis said. “Both parties become
more invested in the work if there has
been a collaboration.”
Taboos and trends passed over time, but
tattoos, by their nature, were permanent.
They remained as symbols on their wearer’s
body long after the artist first created them.

Story Sawyer Smith
Photography Jake Pope
Design Julie Washer
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Louisville senior Abby Papenfuss was almost
tempted to come home her first semester
of freshman year. But next-door neighbor
Tierney Coman, a freshman from Marietta,
Ga., encouraged her to change her mind.
The two, both new members of Kappa Delta
sorority at the time, lived next to each other in
their residence hall freshman year. Throughout
the year, the two developed a strong friendship.
Their sophomore year they lived next to each
other again. Eventually, they moved into a
house together their junior and senior years.
As the two prepared the graduate, they
decided that they would continue to live with
each other again—this time in Louisville with
an additional roommate John Papenfuss, Abby
Papenfuss’ father.
A 1978 Purdue graduate with a degree in
engineering, John Papenfuss said he knew that
his daughter’s career path might not have been
as simply laid out as his, as he was offered a job
after college in a good economy.
“I told her she needs to have something
she was passionate about,” he said of Abby
Papenfuss’s career choice in Interior Design.
“If you’re passionate about something but
you’re not going to make a living then you’re
not going to do that, so find something you’re
interested in that can pay your bills.”
Story Lindsay Kriz
Design Julie Washer
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Luckily, Abby Papenfuss was offered a job
where she interned during the summer of
2012, and was looking forward to moving back
home with her father, Coman at her side.
“She’s from Georgia but she didn’t want to
move back home because all of her friends are
here,” Abby Papenfuss said. “I’m really glad
she’s living with me because we’re inseparable.”
While Coman, an elementary education
major, graduated alongside her best friend and
living with her, she did not have a job lined up,
though she was hoping to apply as a substitute.
“I’m in Louisville right now just applying,
trying to get my foot in the door,” Coman
said. “There’s a lot of high demand, everyone
wants this job, and a lot of teachers don’t
retire until later.”
Coman said that if she moved back to
Georgia, she would have to apply to be a
teacher there, since she was only certified to
teach in Kentucky.
“I came here a bit skeptical about Kentucky,
but honestly I just love it here,” she said as
another reason why she was staying in-state.
And while Coman’s future after she walked
out of Diddle Arena as a graduate wasn’t as set
as her friend’s, she didn’t fret.
“I’m excited to see what the future holds,”
she said.

Above Tierney Coman, a senior
from Marietta, Ga., shakes hands
with President Ransdell after
graduating with a bachelor’s
degree in elementary education
on May 11. Coman hoped to find
jobs substitute teaching in Louisville
after graduation until she found a
permanent job.
Leah Voss
Left Coman waits for the Platform
Party to leave the floor before
leaving Diddle Arena her
commencement ceremony. “I’m ready
to continue the next chapter in my
life but hate leaving an amazing
time in my life where I met great
people and learned so much,”
Coman said.
Leah Voss
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Louisville senior Abby Papenfuss welcomes her dad,
John Papenfuss, home from work with a hug and
conversation about the day. After graduation, Abby
Papenfuss and her college best friend, Tierney
Coman, a senior from Marietta, Ga., moved home to
Louisville to live with her dad. “I think he likes having
the company,” she said. “It can get kind of lonely here
by himself.” Abby Papenfuss was scheduled to begin
working full-time as an interior designer on June 3.
Katie Meek
308

Graduation 309

Spelling out “#SaveTheTalisman” on their graduation hats, seniors Byron Turner
of Bowling Green; Rebecca Long of Bowling Green; Julie Washer of Bowling
Green; Chad Young of Danville; Jerry Habraken of Sevierville, Tenn.; Mike
Rivera of Dallas; Josh Mauser of Louisville; Brittany Sowacke of McKinney,
Texas; Katie Mayfield of Louisville; Crystin Faenza of Adairville, Alix Mattingly
of Waverly; and Sam Oldenburg of Owatonna, Minn. wait in line to receive
their ceremonial diplomas at the 9:30 a.m. commencement ceremony for
students of Potter College of Arts and Letters and the University College. The
group of photojournalism and advertising majors, along with their friends, were
part of a group of students and alumni protesting a proposal put forth by
President Ransdell and Provost Gordon Emslie to cut the Talisman budget by
47 percent for the next academic year. The proposal to cut $93,000 from the
Talisman budget was part of $2.1 million in cuts proposed to close a budget
gap. Emslie said that he decided on the amount to cut from the Talisman budget
by eliminating all printing costs for the book.
Josh Meltzer
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tudents were greeted with a week of temperatures
below the thirties when they returned from Spring
Break. They were bundled up well into the spring
season, but when the temperatures finally peaked, spring
fashion trends did as well. From sundresses and hats; to
high-waisted shorts—fashion gurus made their appearance.
Campbellsville junior Vincent Taylor was one of those
fashion gurus. Taylor was seen trekking to class in Cole
Haan brown leather oxfords with an electric orange sole,
camouflage pants, topped with a white and lavender polkadot shirt and a blazer. He completed the outfit with a
Michael Kors gold watch and a copper colored tie.
Taylor described his style as fun and quirky.

“I don’t have limits,” he said. “I’ll try anything and
everything.”
Taylor loved two vivacious spring trends: brightly colored
pants and patterns.
“I love color. Colored trousers, colored shorts, color,
color color,” he said. “I also really like the patterns I have
seen this season. Polka dots and stripes especially, and I
love even more to mix patterns.”
Taylor said the most important thing about fashion
was making it your own. He believed in taking risks and
making bold statements that reflected his personality.
“Don’t be afraid to try new things, try anything,” he
said. “The worlds your runway. Rock it.”

Louisville sophomore Dominique Jefferies’ style could
easily be attributed to her character: classy and simple.
“I like to wear a lot of black and just add a little bit of
color,” she said. “I try not to do too much, less is more. I
also really love gold accents, so chic.”
Jefferies stood out in a crowd of students in Centennial
Mall on spring afternoons.
She could be seen on campus dressed in a black, formfitting dress with gladiator leather sandals and a white jacket
that had a black leather stripe down the arms and beautiful
gold detailing along the zipper and around the neckline
of the jacket. To complete the outfit, she added a thrifted
patent leather gold belt and black retro triangle earrings.

Jefferies was a huge fan of the ’60s themed trends for
the spring.
“I love the ’60s inspired style: bold colors, patterns
and shapes,” she said. “They really stand out and make a
statement.”
Jefferies believed that it was important, and it was key to
fashion, for people to not follow the trends seen on the stars
and models, but to instead find things that were flattering
for their specific body type.
“It all depends on your body type. Because I’m tall and
have longer legs I wear things that accentuate that,” she said.
“So find things that highlight your best features and work
around that.”
Story Natalie Beasecker
Photography Leah Voss
Design Julie Washer
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Sara Adkins
Hawesville
Nursing

Ese Aghenta

Cadiz
Finance

Emily Barker

Bowling Green
Public Health

Leesburg, Fla.
Hospitality Management/Dietetics

Monica Akello

Katlyn Barnes

Bowling Green
Social Work

Wheaton, Ill.
Education

Zirconia Alleyne

Blair Basham

Starika Anthony

Jessica Rene Basham

Hopkinsville
News/Editorial Journalism

Crestwood
Broadcasting

Bowling Green
Family and Consumer Sciences

Theatre and Corporate and Organizational Communication

Bo Armstrong

Owensboro

Alanna Baugher

Owensboro
Psychology

Louisville
Spanish and Communication Studies

Sydney Armstrong

Holly Bean

Timothy Ashley

Robin Beatty

Sarah Avis

Victoria Beavin

Marcus Bagwell, Jr.

Amanda Begley

Tyler Bailey

Elizabeth Beilman

Eminence
Broadcasting
Huntsville
History

Bowling Green
Elementary Education

Nashville
Meteorology

Tompkinsville
Psychology
Whitesville
Social Work
Hawesville
Agriculture

Glasgow
Accounting

Park City
Interdisciplinary Studies

Louisville
News/Editorial Journalism and English

Celia Baker

Holly Berger

Noah Baker

Danielle Berkshire

Louisville
Biology and Chemistry

Bowling Green
Theatre

Louisville
Broadcasting

Sparta
Communicaiton Studies and Agriculture

Zachary Baker

Anna Bewley

Hamilton, Ohio
Broadcasting

Bowling Green
Elementary Education

Arrika Bales

Christopher Bidwell

Lafayette, Ind.
Broadcasting
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Casey Banister

Glasgow
Biology
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Christopher Blake
Elkton
Music Education

Lauren Blankenship

Centertown
Social Studies and History

Jessica Burns

Bowling Green
Graphic Design

Cottontown, Tenn.
English for Secondary Education

Drew Bly

Emilee Burton

Louisville
Visual Arts

Sabine Bonano

Monticello
Nursing

Neal Bush

Elizabethtown
Psychology

Elizabethtown
Mechanical Engineering

Robert Isaac Bosse

Emilee Buttrum

Jabin Botsford

Marietta Byerline

Harrodsburg
Accounting

Bowling Green
Political Science

Knoxville, Tenn.
Photojournalism

Leitchfield
Technology Management

Kayln Bowers

Haley Cade

Somerset
Exercise Science

Matthew Bratcher

Louisville
Creative Writing and Art History

Kim Cairo

Leitchfield
Political Science and International Affairs

Riverside, Cali.
Communication Disorders

Stephanie Bratcher

Emily Carter

Bowling Green

Social Responsibility and Sustainable Communities

Bowling Green
Public Relations

Logan Brewer

Felicia Carter

Trent Brock

Nicholas Carter

Brittany Brown

Kayle Cecil

Central City
Finance

Fort Campbell
Broadcasting

Monticello
Sociology
Scottsville
Math

Louisville
Broadcasting and English

Owensboro
Interdisciplinary Studies

Elizabeth Brown

Chris Chamberlain

Louisville
Elementary Education

Elizabethtown
News/Editorial Journalism

Katie Brown

Nakedra Chambers

McKenzie Buckley

Bobbie Chaney

Buffalo
Elementary Education
Paducah
Agriculture
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Thomas Burden

Hopkinsville
Social Work

Louisville
Political Science
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Courtney Cheatwood

Chad Cown

Xinye Cheng

Sarah Cowsert

Christine Clark

McKenzie Croghan

Jessi Clark

Aaron Daley

Elizabethtown
Broadcasting

Bowling Green
Leadership Dynamics
Morgantown
Paralegal Studies

Bowling Green
Broadcasting
Louisville
Psychology

Auburn
Nursing

Louisville
Civil Engineering

Zachariah Claytor

Dustin Daniel

Lexington
Biology

Hopkinsville
Agriculture Business

Sarah Clevenger

Zach Darst

Jackson
Film

Louisville
Sport Management

Cody Clifton

Melissa Dauby

Carrollton
Theatre

Tell City, Ind.
Elementary Education

Ashley Coats

Hanna Demirjian

William Coleman

Lual Deng

Hallie Olivia Collins

Sekou Diarra

Nicholas Conder

Michael Dile

Clayton Cook

Chris Donahue

Carrie Costello

Onyx Donaldson

Brittany Costellow

Jake Doran

Hiseville
Accounting

Hopkinsville
Social Work

Murray
Cultural Anthropology
Leitchfield
History

Owenton
Civil Engineering

Bowling Green
Hospitality Management

Nashville
Graphic Design
Louisville
Finance

Louisville
Film

Elizabethtown
Business

Pensacola, Fla.
Management

Nashville
Sociology

Russellville
Public Relations

Augusta, Ga.
Mechanical Engineering

Kenneth Courtney

Aaron Drexler

Louisville
Public Relations
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Bishop, Ga.
Marketing

Bowling Green
Graphic Design
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Kiki Drexler

Centertown
Health Sciences

Tara Dunn

Tiffany Forrest

Calhoun

Middle Level Education Social Studies/Language Arts

Louisville
Family Consumer Science

Ethan Durbin

Cameron Franey

Faith Edwards

Kara Freeman

Sunfish
Agriculture

Owensboro
Public Relations

Bowling Green
Elementary Education

London
Elementary Education

Laura Nicole Edwards

Lance Freeman

Ashburn, Tenn.
Agriculture and Spanish

Terri Edwards

Corbin
Marketing

Ciera Gary

Caneyville
Elementary Education

Shepherdsville
Biology and Secondary Education

Elizabeth Egan

Lucy George

Cassandra Ernstes

John Gilliam

Lebanon Junction
Agriculture

Louisville
Marketing

Petersburg
Nursing

Harrodsburg
Business Management

Brittany Evans

Michelle Gilstrap

Donald Evans

Adriana Gonzalez

Kevin Fackler

Chelsea Goodman

Neal Fathergill

Clay Graham

Tracie Fathergill

Lauren Graham

Kellye Firquin

Tommy Graven

Laura Fisher

Taylor Grayson

Bowling Green
Middle School Science and Biology

Bowling Green
Psychology
Brandenburg
Economics

Hodgenville
Sports Management

Lexington
Business Management
Louisville
Exercise Science
Elizabethtown
Psychology
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Leslie Ford

Bowling Green
Elementary Education

Atlanta
Broadcasting

Radcliff
Psychology

Louisville
Elementary Education
Elizabethtown
Philosophy

Bowling Green
Nursing
Louisville
Art History

Owensboro
Sports Management
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Jarred Grider

Taylor Hatfield

Cori Haber

Shelby Haun

Phillip Habermann

Micheal Hayden

Tompkinsville
Mechanical Engineering and German
Nashville
Graphic Design

Hodgenville
Social Work

Lexington
Computer Information Technology

Oakland City, Ind.
International Business

Jerry Habraken

Shaniequa Hazelwood

Wade Haga

Christopher Heil

Russell Haggard

Houston Hicks

Sevierville, Tenn.
Photojournalism

Lexington
Finance and Spanish

Lebanon
Graphic Design

Winchester
Civil Engineering

Collierville, Tenn.
Political Science

Cecilia
History and Social Studies

Murray Hahn

Mary Katherine Higginson

Phillip Hancock

Devon Hilderbrandt

Christian Hansen

Lesley Hillis

Louisville
Sociology
Louisville
Theatre

Owensboro
Psychology
Bardstown
Marketing

Louisville
News/Editorial Journalism

Louisville
Broadcasting and Religious Studies

Katie Hardiman

Lauren Holdcraft

Bowling Green
Social Work

Rockfield
Family and Consumer Sciences

Andrea Hardy
Indianapolis
Broadcasting

Katie Honadle

Owensboro
Management and Marketing

Kurt Harper

James Hook

Asia Harrell

Sean Hopson

Hilary Harris

Chelsea Howard

Vine Grove
Construction Management

Louisville
Corporate and Organizational Communication

Owensboro
Social Studies

Madisonville
Art

Russellville
Agriculture

Fountain Run
Business Administration

Jessica Harris

Rachel Humphries

Bowling Green
Performing Arts
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Philpot
Accounting

Hodgenville
English
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Melissa Hurd

Louisville
Interdisciplinary Studies

Ben Hutchison

Makinzy Joseph

Desmond Hutchison

Joanna Jurgens

Chasen Igleheart

Maciena Justice

Monticello
Anthropology

Louisville
Communications

Bowling Green
Agriculture

Beaver Dam
Exercise Science

Breman
Visual Arts

Independence
News/Editorial Journalism and Cultural Anthropology

Marsha Ingram

Marilyn Kallstrom

Sarah Jackson

Jordan Kassel

Robert Jenkins

Bryan Katzman

Jared Jewell

Brianne Kelley

Deborah Johnson

George Kendrick

Hannah Johnson

Mackenzie Kern

Jennifer Johnson

Matthew King

Melinda Joyce Johnson

Morgan King

Bowling Green
Corporate Communication
Louisville
Broadcasting

Owensboro
History

Owensboro
History and Social Studies
Hopkinsville
Social Work

Nashville
Nursing and Spanish
Brownsville
Sociology

Bowling Green
Advertising

Louisville
Public Relations

Bowling Green
Broadcasting

Massillon, Ohio
Broadcasting
Auburn
Nursing

London
English

Louisville
Entrepreneurship

Bowling Green
Interdisciplinary Studies

Louisville
Elementary Education

Cynthia Denise Duncan Jones

Jessica Kirkhart

Adairville
Interdisciplinary Studies

Wasilla, Alaska
Elementary Education

George Jones

Colleen Kirsch Hiltz White

Kayla Jones

Kathryn Knipp

Central City
Investigative Biotech and Chemistry
Monticello
Elementary Education
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Yolanda Jones

Lexington
Nursing

Scottsville
Psychology

Bowling Green
Elementary Education
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Cameron Koch

Louisville
News/Editorial Journalism

Joseph Kochanski

Calvin Logsdon

Whitney Koontz

Rebecca Long

Brumswick, Ga.
Interdisciplinary Studies
Louisville
News/Editorial Journalism

Lindsay Kriz

Big Clifty
Sociology

Bowling Green
Music

Lauren Lott

Danville
News/Editorial Journalism and Art History

Hendersonville, Tenn.
Graphic Design

JaNee Lamb

Ian Mack

Elizabethtown
Social Work

Louisville
Sport Management

Derek Land

Vedangi Mahashabde

Southlake, Texas
Broadcasting

Hopkinsville
Engineering Technology Management

Matthew Langston

Jackie Marks

Normanda Lawless

Catherine Martin

Paducah
News/Editorial Journalism

Nashville
Broadcasting

Bowling Green
Psychology

Campbellsville
Social Responsibility and Sustainable Communities

Kelsey Layer

Alix Mattingly

Kayla Leach

Kelsey Mattingly

Hendersonville, Tenn.
Public Relations

Waverly
Photojournalism

Hartford
Elementary Education

Louisville
Art History and Sociology

Jennifer Lenhart

Stephen Mattingly

Rammell Lewis

Josh Mauser

Louisville
Advertising

Owensboro
Communication Studies

Atlanta
Public Relations

Louisville
Photojournalism

Sarah Lewis

Maegan Mayes

Samuel Lindsey

Kirya McClain

Frankfort
Nursing

Glasgow
Psychology

Utica
Systems Management

Springfield, Tenn.
Interdisciplinary Studies

Susan Livers

Micah McClendon

Bardstown
Finance
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Brieonna Logsdon

Nixa, Mo.
News/Editorial Journalism

Louisville
Corporate Communication and Spanish
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Christopher McConnell
Tampa, Fla.
Finance

Ashley McDade
Smyrna, Tenn.
Biology

Mariah McDavitt

Elkton
Hospitality Management and Dietetics

Laura Myers

Goodlettsville, Tenn.
International Business

Jacob Najas

Louisville
Elementary Education and Spanish

Seekonk, Mass.
Business

Rebecca McKelvey

John Neely

Daniel McKillip

Kimberly Nesselrodt

Magnolia
Elementary Education

Owensboro
Agriculture

Bowling Green
Music Performance

Vine Grove
Social Work and Psychology

Ronald McMindes

Kristen Newman

Lafayette
Social Studies

Belton
Middle School Science

Jantelle McNeil

Vasanti Nikam

Phillip Mellick

Cody Nimmo

Emily Mesker

Jarren Nixon

St. Louis
Design, Merchandising and Textiles
Louisville
Physical Education

Bowling Green
Public Health
Hardinsburg
Visual Arts

Hiseville
Civil Engineering

Bowling Green
Interdisciplinary Studies

Shane Milburn

Stephanie Novoa

Mount Washington
Marketing

Bowling Green
Interdisciplinary Studies

Jared Minor

Rosemarie O’Connor

Andrew Mitchell

Kyle O’Donnell

Louisville
Communication Studies

Bowling Green
English

Bowling Green
Political Science and Public Relations

St. Michaels, Md.
Business Administration

Brandon Moss

Erin Oestringer

Boca Raton, Fla.
Business Informatics

Louisville
Corporate Communication

Craig Moss

Jordan Olberding

Louisville
Geography

Turner, Maine
Investigative Biotechnology

Andrew Moylan

Sam Oldenburg

Louisville
Broadcasting
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Jeremy Musser

Owatonna, Minn.
Photojournalism
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Bernadette Ombayo

Brodhead
Interdisciplinary Studies

Sean O’Meally

Vanessa Peters

Oluwatosin Oni

Sarah Pettinato

Morgan Oraike

Brandon Petty

Brooklyn, N.Y.
Geography

Bowling Green
Healthcare Administration

Louisville
Psychology
Louisville
Nursing

Central City
Social Studies and History

Clarkson
News/Editorial Journalism

Kris Overton

Timothy Phelps

Elizabethtown
Interdisciplinary Studies

Shepherdsville
English for Secondary Teachers

Hannah Page

Justin Philalack

Nicole Parker

Taylor Phillips

Bowling Green
History and Social Studies

Nashville
Photojournalism

Evansville
Psychology

Owensboro
Public Relations and Political Science

Amanda Pascoe

Rachel Pierce

Massa Passawe

Amber Plunkett

Owensboro
Accounting

Big Clifty
English

Bowling Green
Public Health

Clarksville, Tenn.
News/Editorial Journalism

Jaimini Patel

William Poe

Portland, Tenn.
Finance

Boston
Interdisciplinary Studies

Jenil Patel

Wendy Pons

Bowling Green
Public Health

Denver
Social Responsibility and Sustainable Communities

Meha Patel

Derek Popplewell

Poorvie Patel

Elizabeth Priest

Bowling Green
Healthcare Administration

Russell Springs
Business Administraion

Bowling Green
Political Science

Hardinsburg
Family and Consumer Sciences

Ashtyn Payne

Alyssa Pruitt

David Payne

Robert Pugh

Hawesville
Nursing

Lewisport
Advanced Manufacturing
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Tanner Perkins

Bowling Green
Social Work

Nashville
Public Relations

Memphis, Tenn.
Interdisciplinary Studies
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Jacob Quillin

Greg Schultheis

Carlos Ramirez-Leon

Joseph Sette

Rahul Rasam

Nathaniel Settle

Union
Healthcare Administration
Sebree
Electrical Engineering

Elizabethtown
Theatre

Bowling Green
Medical Technology

Bowling Green
Interdisciplinary Studies

Mitchell Read

Dhaval Shah

Elberfeld, Ind.
Geology

Eric Redden

Bowling Green
Public Health

Justin Shaw

Butler
Recreation Administration

Memphis, Tenn.
Photojournalism

Mark Reeves

Dori Sheehan

Louisville
History

Cadiz
Interior Design and Sports Management

Amanda Reynolds

Sarah Sheldon

Leslie Rich

Lauren Shrader

Louisville
Psychology

Goshen
Management

Red Boiling Springs, Tenn.
Health Management

Owensboro
Psychology and Nutrition

Michael Rivera

Jasmine Shumpert

Andy Roebuck

Ammar Siyamwala

Dallas
Photojournalism

Paducah
Sociology

Conreo, Texas
Sociology and Military Leadership

Bowling Green
Healthcare Administration

Erin Ruppelt

Brooklynn Smith

Mary Salmon

Kevin Smith

Southbury, Conn.
Communication Disorders and Spanish

Brandenburg
Dental Hygiene

Martinsville, Ind.
Visual Arts

Middlesboro
Healthcare Administration

Emily Saltsman

Katie Snedegar

Glasgow
Psychology

Shelly Sapp

Lexington
Elementary Education

John Sohl

Dundee
Elementary Education

Shepherdsville
Broadcasting

Randa Sawyers

Jonathan Somoza

Corbin
Corporate and Organizational Communication
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Evansville
Film

Napoleon, Ohio
Visual Studies and Art
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Brittany Sowacke

Khristian Tate

Margaret Spalding

Alexa Taylor

Chicago
Photojournalism

Lebanon
Chemistry and Spanish

Nashville
Public Relations

Aurelia Spaulding

Ashley Taylor

Monica Spees

Jasmine Taylor

Dylan Spencer

Landon Taylor

Alison Stahlke

T. Jacob Taylor

Austin Stephenson

Courtney Thompson

Andrea Stith

Victoria Thompson

Blake Stoltz

Cheri Turner

Morganfield
Public Administration

Paducah
News/Editorial Journalism
Depauw, Ind.
Agriculture

Naperville, Ill.
Elementary Education

Louisville
Advertising

Irvington
Agriculture

Louisville
Secondary Education

Elizabeth Stone-Maestle

Lawrenceburg
Psychology

Louisville
Broadcasting
Owensboro
Marketing
Lewisport
Chemistry

Glasgow
Biology

Elizabethtown
Marketing

Bowling Green
Fine Arts and Graphic Design

Ivan Valero

Cave City
Interdisciplinary Studies

Monterrey, Nuevo Leon
International Business

Erica Sturgill

Amanda Vickous

Ramona Sudbeck

Theresa Waddell

Lexington
Marketing and Sales

Bowling Green
English

Ramona, Calif.
Psychology and Sociology

Shepherdsville
Elementary Education

Margaret Sullivan

Garrett Wadley

Jonathon Tabor

Jaz Walker

Bowling Green
Industrial Education

Hopkinsville
Accounting

Bowling Green
Sociology

Henderson
Interdisciplinary Studies

Pramod Tadakamalla

Amy Wallace

Bowling Green
Public Health
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Owenton
Public Relations

Bowling Green
Elementary Education

Seniors and Graduate Students 337

Jing Wang

Bowling Green
Political Science and Chinese

Dylan Ward

Kimberly Williams

Julie Washer

Betty Williamson

Tommi Waters

Jenna Wilson

Hartford
Civil Engineering
Bowling Green
Advertising

Bowling Green
Elementary Education
Pellville
Sociology

Newburgh, Ind.
Religious Studies and English

Rockfield
Electrical Engineering

Rory Watson

Amy Winkler

DeGerald Watson-Morton

Heather Wise

Rodney Webb

Susan Woodburn

Devon Wells

Jordan Woodcock

Leitchfield
Interdisciplinary Studies
Louisville
Broadcasting

Radcliff
Recreation and Sport Administration

Murray
Accounting
Buckner
Psychology

Louisville
Theatre

Brooklyn, N.Y.
Construction Management

Mount Carmel, Ill.
Interdisciplinary Studies

Austin Wenger

Gregory Worcester

Buckner
Broadcasting

Norris, Mont.
Political Science and Military Leadership

Havyn West

Kevin Worthy

Horse Cave
Psychology

Matthew West

Corbin
International Affairs

Fang Wu

Bowling Green
Advertising

Bowling Green
Mathematics

Brock Whitney

Lindsey Yadon

Brianne Widman

Chadwell Young

Joshua Wilkerson

Mustafa Zahmak

Bobbi-Lee Williams

Anna Zhidkova

Bowling Green
Secondary Education

Crestwood
Business Management
Owensboro
Interdisciplinary Studies
Fort Collins, Colo.
Chemistry
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David Williams

Bowling Green
Leadership Dynamics

Louisville
Visual Studies

Danville
Photojournalism
Bowling Green
Public Health

Moscow
Civil Engineering

Seniors and Graduate Students 339

Chandler Ballard
Michael Ballentine
Brooke Barber
Kaitlyn Barnard
Kodie Barner

Andrew Abell
Keifer Adkins
Lori-Mychelle Akakpo
Muneera Al Najdy
Sultan Alamri

Kenya Barnett
Marrquon Bartee
Amanda Barth
Catherine Basham
George Batcheldor

Treasur Alexius
Saleh Alkaabour
Kendall Allen
Andrew Alvarez
James Anderson

Jordan Bates
Kandace Baugh
Alicia Beach
Sarah Beach
Josh Beal

MiRanda Anderson
Mark Anthony
Michael Arena
Zachary Arndt
Chaz Arnold

Allyson Beasecker
Nick Beasmore
Dillon Beckner
Anthony Bell
Claire Bellar

James Arnold
Benjamin Aroh
Kellie Ashby
Ernest Atkinson
Andrea Ayoroa

Kevin Belt
Leanora Benkato
Eppiphanie Benton
Hunter Bevil
Courtney Biggs

Tiera Baca
Said Bageti
Donovan Bailey
Jessica Bailey
Tyler Baker

Jennifer Blair
Katlin Blakey
Sidney Blanford
Ramon Bonano
Katerra Borkowski
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Underclassmen 341

342

Alyssa Born
Luke Bosse
Jacey Boston
Jamye Bowins-Hardy
Taylor Bowling

Amber Buchanan
James Buchanan
Omega Buckner
Chris Buntin
Houston Bunton

Ashley Bowman
Zachary Boyarski
Melissa Boyle
Aaron Bradley
Kerrington Bradley

Scott Burch
Jasmine Burns
China Burrus
David Buselmeier
Sarah Butler

Hendrix Brakefield
Elizabeth Brand
Kimberly Bratton
Brittany Broder
Chevianne Brooks

Brittany Cain
Donald Callahan
Kelly Cannon
Chris Capers
Michael Caporale

Aaron Brown
Audrey Brown
Chloe Brown
Erika Brown
Evan Brown

Elyssa Carmony
Trip Carpenter
Timothy Carroll
Brandon Carter
Courtney Carter

Jeffrey Brown
Kaleiah Brown
Nathaniel Brown
Eric Brownlow
Keaton Brownstead

Christian Cassell
Neil Cavanah
Ryan Chadwell
Steven Charny
Devantre Chatman

Alexandra Brumley
Amira Bryant
Clint Bryant
Emily Bryant
Kristin Bryant

Dominique Chatman
Samuel Cherry
Caleb Chevalier
Brian Chism
Connor Choate

Underclassmen 343

344

Cheryl Chrzanowski
Anna Ciccarelli
Mathew Cline
Cameron Coats
Tyler Cobb

Whitney Davis
Michael Dawson
Patrick De Seroux
Sam Deel
Austin DeMoth

Chase Coffey
Markel Coleman
Tammy Coleman
Amanda Combs
Hunter Consley

Dakota Dennis
Mallory DePorter
Katie DePriest
Irfad Dervisevic
Katherine Devine

Daniella Cook
Katherine Cook
Riley Coots
Drew Couch
Deanna Couts

John Dicken
Emily Dickey
Ryan Dickmann
Grace Dickson
Nhung Dinh

Darion Cowan
Cambree Cowles
Andrea Cox
Ashley Crenshaw
Lindsey Crenshaw

Andrew Dockery
Hanna Dodd
Colton Dorris
Ednisha Downs
Ian Dowty

Robert Crotty
Heather Crump
Madelyn Culbertson
Daniel Cummings
Kiara Cureton

Marlon Drane
Naomi Driessnack
Leah Beth Dublin
Morgan Duff
Martin Dulin

Hannah Dale
Evan Daniels
Taylor Dant
Diamond Davies
Brandon Davis

Bradley Duncan
Maurice Dunn
Sarah Durham
Seth Durham
Macie Dye

Underclassmen 345

Kellen Earley
Allen Eby
Anthony Echeveste
Dorothy Edwards
Drew Edwards

Stephanie Fithian
Sarah Fitzpatrick
Michael Flanigan
Daven Florence
Sara Florence

Jeffry Edwards
Rachel Edwards
Justin Edwards-Page
Edward Elam
Domonique Elliott

Ciera Floyd
Kendrick Ford
Casey Fortney
David Foster
Robert Foster

Javaris Elliott
Derek Ellis
Lillian Emary
Christopher Embry
Juliana Eovino

Kara Foxx
Luke Franke
Aaron Frasier
Demetrius Freeman
Paige Freeman

Eli Ernst
Tyler Essary
Stephanie Etienne
Aimee Evans
Benjamin Wade Evans

Jackson French
Megan French
Andrea Fuentes Rodriguez
Christina Fukano
Adriana Funke

Alicia Faith
Stephen Farley
Stephen Farmer
Davide Fellini
Carley Ferguson

Rachael Fusting
Jacob Gaddie
Matthew Galage
Amanda Gallion
Jen Gannott

Brandon Fields
Holly Fields
Kirby Fields
Seth Fischer
Isiah Fish

Mitchell Garcia
Jackia Garner
Rebecca Garrison
Tim Gates
Hunter Geis
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Underclassmen 347

Chelsea Gibbs
Jennifer Gibbs
Ethan Gibson
Brandon Gifford
Madison Gilinsky

Jennifer Grothe
Eric Groves
Rachel Guffey
Danny Guy
Hannah Guy

Katherine Gillenwater
Christian Glover
Kyle Goatley
Will Goff
Joshua Goins

Tue Ha
Jaelin Haggard
James Hahn
Kimberly Hall
Lydia Hall

Brian Goodman
Jennifer Goodman
Courtney Goodwin
Sol Govin
Missy Graehler

Courtney Hamilton
Tori Hampton
Brandon Hanna
Dustin Hanson
Alex Harber

Bria Granville
Dominic Green
Mackenzie Greene
Barrett Greenwell
Dantin Greenwell

Karlos Harbor
Melissa Hardesty
Tyler Hardy
Brice Harney
Anissa Harrell

Ian Greer
John Greer
Brittany Greeson
Allison Gregory
Deron Grey

Houston Harris
Timothy Harris
Melody Hart
Talal Hasan
Samantha Hawtrey

Whitney Grider
Cameron Grieco
Brittany Groh
Anthony Gross
Loren Gross

Erich Haynes
Sarah Hazelip
Curtis Heath
Yulizza Henao Barragan
Joseph Henry
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Underclassmen 349

350

Jon Hernandez
Madison Heyward
AmyLynne Hicks
Hope Hilkert
Lindsey Hinken

Sean Jacobson
Clarke James
Dalton James
Dominique Jeffries
Adrian Jennings

Peyton Hobson
Ryan Hodges
Jon Hoehn
Josh Holder
Jacob Holt

Cassidy Johnson
Christopher Johnson
Jarred Johnson
John Johnson
Miranda Johnson

Michelle Honadle
Taylor Hooks
Charles Hooper
Daquan Hooper
Delonte Hooper

Katherine Jones
Steven Jones
Nour Kailani
Chad Kantlehner
Eryn Karmiller

Kyle Houchens
Colton Hounshell
Dekoven Howard
Shawn Howell
Elizabeth Huffman

Sarah Keene
Emily Keith
Michael Kelley
Jalon Kemp
James Kemp

Adam Hughes
Grant Hughes
Tiffany Hughes
Lindsey Humphrey
Matthew Hunt

Leah Keown
Ashley Kern
Morgan Kidwell
Will Kimmell
Thomas Kinman

Sean Hurd
Max Ingram
Adarious Jackson
Duke Jackson
Alex Jacobs

Roy Kitchen
Gavin Knies
Chelsea Knight-Milton
Victoria Knodell
Keith Koerner

Underclassmen 351

352

William Kotheimer
Evan Kraus
Steven Kroeger
Cassie Kulig
Megan Laffoon

Alex Lovell
Kelsey Loving
Kendra Lowe
Rebecca Lumbrix
Daniel Lyons

Sydni LaFollette
Myesha Lakes
Zachery Lane
Tiffanee Lang
David Langdon

Bailey Mack
Evan Mack
Tyler Magan
Mary Manion
Riley Manion

Asia Larkin
Jacob LaRue
Danielle Lawson
Samuel Leatherman
Haley Lee

Kyle Mann
Jill Marlow
Chelsea Martin
Heather Leigh Martin
James Martin

Andrew Leipzig
Nick Leis
Janis Lemaster
Megan Lemily
Zachary Lemley

Keira Martin
Philip Matherly
Eric Mattingly
Louis Maxwell
Denzel Mayfield

Eric LePage
Joshua Lindsey
Bryant Lipp
Emily Little
Kayla Lofton

Sarah McAllister
Emma McAvoy
Chelsea McCarty
Cory McCauley
Connor McDonald

Mark Logan
Bradley Logsdon
Jill Longworth
Joseph Lord
Cameron Love

Cole McDowell
Trae McFarland
Samantha McGraw
Spencer McGuire
Michael McKay

Underclassmen 353

Hunter McKee
Kyle McKinley
Katie McLean
Joshua McLeod
Samantha McPherson

Brandon Morse
Steel Morss
Haley Moseley
Mykiah Mota
Orlando Mouncil

Savannah McRae
Kevin McStoots
Erin McWilliams
Katie Meek
Jaclyn Melcher

Mara Muccigrosso
Ameerah Muhammad
Seth Musser
Abdullah Nader
Matt Nelson

Lindsey Menche
Todd Meredith
Daniel Metheny-Rodriguez
Giorgi Meyer
Kaleb Milburn

Patrick Neumann
Jamaque Newberry
Mary Newman
Angela Ng
Rachel Nicely

Lynsey Milburn
Kimberly Miles
Deron Millay
Grant Miller
Sarah Miller

Ann Marie Nimmo
Michael Noble
Caleb Nobles
Charley Nold
Breanna Nuckols

Zachery Miller
Ryan Miranda
Rachael Misiuta
Jackie Moment
Sienna Moore

Shelley Nunley
Caitlynn Oberhausen
Abigail O’Bryan
Jenniffer O’Connor
Alexandra Oldham

Allan Morgan
Jasmine Morgan
Jessica Morgan
Kelsey Morgan
Donae Morrow

Garry Oller
Chris Olney
Jake Osborne
Sam Osborne
Mark Osowski
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Underclassmen 355

356

Kimberly Osterhage
John William Owens
Daniel Padilla
Troy Palmer
Will Parker

Caleb Pless
Kalen Plummer
Miller Pogue
Alyssa Pointer
Jake Pope

Esther Parks
Nicole Pascoe
Nicole Patton
Austin Paulson
Emily Pedigo

Jentry Popham
Emmanuel Potts
Trent Potts
Jayme Powell
Justin Poynter

Ausdin Pender
Brandi Pendleton
Ying Ying Pendley
Evan Pennington
McKenzie Perdew

Ashley Presnell
Brooks Price
Jon Price
Kelsie Price
Jeremiah Prince

Levi Michelle Perez
Caysé Perry
Cecil Perry
Zach Perry
Patric Peters

Kat Pring
Christen Profancik
Braden Proffitt
Neil Purcell
Aaron Putman

Kaila Peterson
Anna Petty
Justin Pettyjohn
Ben Phillips
Blake Phillips

Matthew Rainey
Austin Ramey
Zane Ramey
Allison Randall
Christina Rankin

Kaysi Phillips
Dominic Piedmonte
Connor Pierce
Oliver Pierce
Easton Pinkelton

Spencer Ray
Trey Ray
Whitney Reardon
Big Red
Emily Reeves

Underclassmen 357

Jeffrey Render
Kori Renick
Matthew Riggle
Maggie Riney
Rhina Rivera Escobar

Zachary Schmitz
Mallory Schnell
Jacob Schwandt
Maci Scott
Megan Seitz

Matt Robbins
Richard Roberts
Ashyya Robinson
Barrett Rogers
Dalton Rorer

Vignesh Sekar
Clay Settles
Michael Shannon
Noel Shaw
Kacey Shepherd

Brandon Rose
Spenser Ross
Taylor Ruby
Dylan Ruffra
Daniel Ruiz

Khalil Sheriff
Emma Shoaf
Joshua Shoemake
Colton Shook
Mansour Shourbaji

Adam Rumohr
David Russell
Evan Russell
Mioshia Sadler
Austin Sallee

Cody Shown
Dylan Shumate
Mariel Shumate
Dillon Sidebottom
Tyler Sigman

David Sams
Cassi Sanders
James Sanders
Emily Sands
Michelle Santo

Summer Simmons
Aesha Simon
Madeleine Simpson
Nicole Sinkel
Caleb Sloan

Na Daniel Santos
Hayley Sargous
Jessica Saunders
Emily Scheper
John Schleg

Tristan Smiley
Autumn Smith
Dae’Quan Smith
Denise Smith
Josh Smith
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Underclassmen 359

360

Kaitlynn Smith
Mary-Kate Smith
Matthew Smith
Meagan Smith
Parker Smith

Josh Sweatt
Jonathan Talbert
Lauren Talbott
Jared Taylor
Chase Thomas

Paul Smith
Sawyer Smith
Zachary Smith
Victoria Snoddy
Grant Snowden

Amber Thompson
Cody Thompson
Kathryn Thompson
Anthony Thon
Lindsey Thorp

Matt Sohl
Blake Soper
Ramona Sowders
Katlyn Sparks
Reggie Speight

Douglas Thurman
Samantha Tichenor
Elicia Tillis
Drew Tingle
Philip Tivitt

Sarah Stackhouse
Kati Stafford
John Steger
Tim Stephens
Shane Sterling

Lauren Tolliver
Corey Travis
Donovan Trowell
Lauren Tucker
Patricia Valone

Dustin Stewart
Matthew Stewart
Patrick Stewart
Miranda Stone
Kayla Stout

Darren Vance
Tyler Vance
Hillary Vaughn
Kathryn Vest
William Vest

Marcus Stubbs
Rachel Sudbeck
Kendra Sullivan
Perry Swack
Kayla Swanson

Spencer Vincent
Rebecca Volk
Leah Voss
Shannon Wagner
Jessica Walden

Underclassmen 361

Jeff Walker
Jeffrey Walker
Rico Walker
Damario Walker-Brown
John Wallen

Ryan Williams
Ted Williams
Nick Willis
Lexee Wilson
Quenesha Wilson

Deonte Washington
Tara Watkins
Sean Watson
Jimmie Welch
Jesse Wells

Sean Wineka
Anstachzia Winn
Ambrosia Wissmann
Savannah Wolfgram
Mitchell Wood

Kaitlin Wells
Machala Wells
Samuel Wells
Justin Wellum
Sarah West

Jennifer Woodard
Shelby Wooldridge
Andrea Woolsey
David Wright
Maddie Wright

James Wheeler
Jacob White
Jason White
Laurie White
Lindsay Whittington

Forrest Yankey
Nicholas Yates
Kee Sing Yong
Elizabeth Yontz
Kreable Young

Kate Wickizer
Madalyn Wilbanks
George Wiley
Justin Wilkinson
Camille Williams

Brad Zolke

Joanna Williams
Jourdan Williams
Kaleb Williams
Kyle Williams
Nicholas Williams
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Underclassmen 363

Bob Adams
Luke Bartlett
Tim Broekema
Jimmy Bye
Mittie K. Carey

Michael Samec
Doris Settle
Aurelia Spaulding
Charlotte Turtle
Sherry West

Diane Carver
Jane Fife
Richard Fitzpatrick
Connie Foster
Kathy Fraim

Maureen Wilk
Olivia Williams
Jenny Qian Xu
Hao Yuan

Heather Garcia
Lisa Gawjarone
John Hardin
Aaron Hughey
Pam Johnson

Robert Johnson
Bryan Lemon
Mac McKerral
Tracy Newton
Crystal Nuckols

Judy Parker
James Prather
Bryan Reaka
Sandi Rice
John Roberts
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Alpha Omicron Pi
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Sarah Allen, Allyson Alvey, Melanie Anderson, Regan Ates, Katelyn Baker, Lee Baxter, Rebecca Berry,
Katelyn Bickett, Hannah Blair, Whitney Botts, Jordan Bradfield, Caroline Carter, Dylan Carter, Kristen
Carter, Allison Casebeer, Christian Chosta, Margaret Conway, Hannah Dale, Ashley Dalrymple,
Christina Davis, Somer Dunaway, Mechelle Edwards, Morgan Fleece, Taylor Fleming, Amanda Floyd,
Sarah France, Mary Gilchrist, Margaret Goldsberry, Hannah Grimes, Elizabeth Hall, Julia Hartz,
Rebecca Heeb, Autumn Johnson, Laura Johnson, Karly Kasten, Sarah Keel, Mary Kinslow, Katherine
Kirby, Brianne Kormelink, Teri Lamar, Tessa Lanham, Elizabeth Lansden, Alexayndra LeForge, Kaytlyn
Lewis, Sarah Lewis, Lindsay Logue, Sarah Lowe, Adriene Marcum, Sarah McCandless, Rachel Moad,
Katherine Montgomery, Morgan Murrell, Mackenzie Noffsinger, Mara Orange, Priscilla Page, Jenna
Partin, Poorvie Patel, Kelsey Peak, Leslie Pollock, Christen Profancik, Elizabeth Ramsay, Allison
Sawyers, Natalie Schmidt, Nancy Scott, Taylor Sellers, Elliott Shipley, Hannah Simmons, Kelly Simmons,
Cady Sims, Megan Smith, Rachel Stevenson, Sara Stovall, Ellen Vice, Alexa Wagoner, Alexandria
Wilcox, Anna Wilkins, Whitney Young, Olivia Alm, Tesia Bailey, Peyton Barnett, Zorine Black, Maleah
Boisture, Megan Connally, Polly Cowan, Zoe Dannenmueller, Carle Davis, Stephanie Etienne, Kelli
Fleming, Rachel Grant, Larissa Lewis, Keely McLaughlin, Katherine Misbach, Reana Nail, Laken Nally,
Demi Oldham, Brooklyn Pedigo, Taylor Pendley, Robin Pittman, Kelsey Powell, Riley Robinson, Ellison
Sebastian, Hannah Shoemaker, Margaret Smith, Savannah Smith, Ainsley Wagoner, Karly Watkins,
Lexie Webb, Kaitlin Wells, Lindsey West, Kailee Williams.

Alpha Delta Pi
Anne Marie Adcock, Carly Atkins, Alicia Beach, Shelby Bell, Megan Berry, Jenna Berthalot, Rebecca Buckman, Tiffany
Burden, Railey Cardwell, Emily Carter, Jenna Clark, Taylor Cobb, Tori Conyers, Taylor Dail, Lilly Davis, Chiristina Dick,
Caylee Duncan, Faith Edwards, Morgan Farmer, Mackenzie Farrar, Allie Farrell, Kellye Firquin, Sydney Fredrick,
Haley Freeman, Ariele Gatti, Tate Gilkey, Kinzie Gillespie, Katie Greiner, Taylor Harris, Allyson Hart, Catherine
Havel, Amanda Heim, Meaghan Heit, Kaitlyn Henderson, Kara Higdon, Jessica Higgins, Maggie Higgins, Mary
Katherine Higginson, Katie Hinton, Rachel Huffman, Rebekah Huffman, Peyton Hunley, Meredith Hunt, Mackenzie
Isenberg, Jayde Johnson, Audrey Kaelin, Kelsey Kaetzel, Sam Kimura, Karly King, Molly Kirk, Hannah Kuzma, Katie
Leavell, Sydney Lutsch, Kelsey Maggard, McKinley Mason, Jessica May, Elizabeth McAnelly, Elizabeth McCord, Beth
McLean, Molly McNamara, Katherine Meredith, Hannah Murphy, Morgan Neuer, Sarah Newton, Emma O’Grady,
Kirsten Olson, Rachel Parsley, Bennett Peck, Jayme Pharis, Ali Pittman, Mary-Ava Poole, Liz Poppe, Erin Ratliff, Taylor
Reid, Darcy Revlett, Adley Riley, Jenna Gail Rousey, Courtney Rymer, Taylor Sang, Allie Schmidt, Brittany Sennett,
Allie Sharp, Heidi Smith, Erin Spencer, Molly Steele, Sarah Stringer, Elizabeth Swift, Chelsea Taylor, Lindsay Thomas,
Logan Thompson, Alianne Tilley, Emily Ungetheim, Erin Waggoner, Rachel Weaver, Teal Wigginton, Hayley Wilkins,
Amy Winkler, Elizabeth Wirth, Emily Wooten, Ashley Abbott, Austin Atwood, Lexi Baker, Erin Beattie, Taylor Bradley,
Lizzie Brand, Mallory Chaney, Jordan Cofer, Sawyer Coffey, Shelby Cole, Rachel Edwards, Kylie Gallerani, Natalie
Green, Savannah Harris, Megan Holl, Caroline Ingrassia, Ally James, Sayrah Jones, Emily Lepping, Kelsie Nelson,
Andi Nichol, Kara Orange, Abby Pace, Brooke Powell, Gracie Price, Sarah Proffitt, Allie Rogers, Hannah Snyder,
Sarah Stackhouse, Catherine Stone, Candace Thompson, Kathryn Thompson, Katie VanZant.

Alpha Tau Omega
Row 1: David Pusey, Larry Lee, Michael Fredrick, Joshua King, Matthew Govan, Benjamin Luedtke,
Grant Duncan, Martin Fransvog. Row 2: Jeffrey Scuks, Austin Marillo, Doug Kaizer, Michael Dickinson,
Casey Johnson, Charles Hamilton. Row 3: Robert Walker, Jonathon Tabor, J.D. Gilliam, Jonathan
Webb, Kyle Poe. Row 4: Greg Timmons, Cory Mayes, Austin Campbell, Austin Drexler, Kyle McKinley.
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Alpha Gamma Delta
Alyssa Badinger, Alexis Bigham, Sarah Calvert, Elyssa Carmony, Jennifer Case, Samantha Cool,
Evelyn Cordeiro, Drew Couch, Julie Crone, Ariana DeLong, Katie Embry, Kathryn Epps, Mary Estes,
Olivia Estill, Sydney Floyd, Haley Garrison, Madelyn Gates, Sterling Grey, Elizabeth Gribbins, Emily
Hannah, Natalie Hayden, Erin Henry, Jordan Hill, Nicole Hirschler, Alexandra Hunter, Hannah Jones,
Taylor Linville, Rebecca Long, Emma McAvoy, Meghan McGuirk, Faith Mills, Kathryn Minyard, Erin
Napier, Marley Pauley, Mackenzie Perkins, Carly Playforth, Erica Rietveld, Lauren Rogers, Amanda
Sawdey, Adair Schwartz, Mariel Shumate, Angelica Soto-Freita, Morgan Sowders, Miranda Spinks,
Nicole Stambaugh, Brittany Stigall, Kayla Stout, Katherine Taylor, Rebecca Thieman, Kayla Trent,
Andrea Vaughn, Autumn Ward, Carly Weber, Kristi Witemyre, Bailey Young, Mei Zhou, Charlotte
Alexander, Catharine Ball, Brianna Billington, Kasey Carter, Samantha Chenot, Christianna Coplan,
Evelyn Crutcher, Kyra Fleener, Heidi Frobel, Kendra Fuchs, Callie Fuqua, Catharine Gardner, Courtney
Goodwin, Taylor Gowen, Kaitlyn Greene, Brittany Groh, Olivia Guelda, Caroline Guthrie, Mackenzie
Haines, Emily Hargis, Christina Helms, Ashley Hendry, Margaret Hoshor, Laurel Huber, Ann Hupman,
Morgan Kelsey, Sydni Lafollette, Kathryn Mason, Abigail O’Bryan, Taylor Pellerin, Brianna Phillips,
Megan Pierce, Savannah Schafer, Cameron Schweikert, Sydney Spalding, Amanda Trail Cruz,
Mckinze Vowels, Hayley Warfel, Amy Wolterman, Hannah Ruggles, Marissa Cooke.

Alpha Gamma Rho
Row 1: Travis Hinton, JD Biddle, Thomas Baird, Tyler Hendrickson, Gabe Baker, Adam Jepson, Nick
Hancock. Row 2: Nathan Killen, Brice Mackin, Kaelin Ditmore, Tanner Smith, Joseph H. Cleary, John
Morgan Baird, Andy Wilson. Row 3: Michael Eidson, Clint Atherton, Jordan Cottingham, Justin Vaughn,
Tyler Bailey, Hunter Heath, Andrew Geary.

Alpha Kappa Alpha
Row 1: Jamiesha Sandifer, Brittany Pradher, Michelle Gilstrap. Row 2: Erica Tharpe, Jayme Hardy,
Ashley Tutt, Cheryl Onwu. Row 3: Marsha Ingram, Janae Wilson, Jessica Nichols, Adenikkei Adeniran.
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Alpha Xi Delta
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Kendra Whitaker, Olivia Hardesty, Emily Deep, Amy Calo, Kalli Beasley, Lauren Hanna, Kelsey Morris,
Tori Henry, Fiona Martin, Kelsey Beach, Ally Richardson, Bre Rutter, McKenzi Halcomb, Kristian Shumate,
Sarah Dossey, Olivia Hess, Hailey Conway, Samantha Ulrich, Laurel Morris, Helen Heines, Kimberly
Hatfield, Madison Peercy, Shelby Montgomery, Bexlie Beam, Emily Slaton, Alyssa Huff, Elizabeth
Mulholland, Hailey Jones, Talley Nix, Destyn Miller, Mallorie Burton, Courtney Crawford, Hallie Cloyd,
Kelsey Bruner, Ashlan Clark, Kelsey Mitchell, Kristen Ryan, Catie Doerhoefer, Jordan Wise, Chelsea
Linder, Kelcy Bonham, Randi Lotze, Kelsey Carter, Morgan McAllister, Frankie Taylor, Audrey Wallace,
Lauren Miller, Taylor Lambert, AJ Ecton, Taylor Van Wagner, Mollie Berger, Rhea Ellen Thompson,
Addison Bowen, Jacqueline Miniot, Danielle Caputo, Holley Humphrey, Rachel Fisher, Naomi Towery,
Megan Raley, Emily Allen, Ariel Lyles, Sidney Hirsch, Kamryn Smith, Melody Buchanan, Maggie
McGowan, Sara Horev, Emily Blankenship, Cheyenne McCauley, MeriCate Small, Alix Lung, Kristen
Payne, Alexandria Gentile, Ashley Lennon, Courtney Anderson, Amanda Moses, Rachel Stilwell, Ellen
Estenfelder, Hannah Dickerson, Lizzie Kappes, Tawney Nutter, Georgie Vetter, Catherine Edwards,
Emily Erwine, Jenna Dole, Kaitlin Rice, Hannah Willis, Allie Claxton, Haley Hayden.

American Marketing Association
Mary Jane Gardner, Tiera Baca, Sarah Bruckner, Jenny Faulhaber, Logan Garner, Lucy George,
Jenna Greening, Katie Honadle, Logan Horrall, Porsha Johnson, Jacob Keith, Shelby Lee, Jill Marlow,
Katherine Montgomery, Arla O’Neal, Houston Puckett, Logan Radford, Victoria Thompson, Ethan
Witty, Kyle Wolz.

American Sign Language Organization
Row 1: Holly Bean, Anna Vied, Katelyn Dotson, Samantha McGuigan, Katlyn Sparks, Roxanne McLean,
Rachel McLean. Row 2: Emily Sanford, Abigail Leofsky, Meagan Stinnett, Kaleighn Whipky, Andy
Cullen, Bryan Katzman, Bethany Bault, Zach Payne, Kathleen Dawson. Row 3: Michael Clayton, Noelle
Anderson, Devin Sympson, Katie DeCoursey, Kelcie Dixon, Luke Akridge, Dr. Ashley Fox.

Clubs and Organizations 367

Chi Omega

Anthropology Club
Row 1: Jennifer Foster, Rachel Wilkerson, Kelly Smith, Brooke Armstrong, Brandon Jones. Row 2: Tyler
Anderson, Rebecca Nimmo, Emily Potts, Julie Scott, Ben Hutchinson, Andrew Saults, Greg Monestere.
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Emily Anderson, Whitley Anderson, Lauren Badstibner, Haley Baseheart, Kristyn Bastin, Lauren Bell, Brittany
Bennett, Emily Bennett, Gretchen Bishop, Courtney Blair, Hannah Bobinger, Paige Breedlove, Lindsey Browne,
Brittany Burch, Alyssa Bush, Zoe Canter, Christina Cardwell, Caitlyn Carlton, Shayla Carter, Olivia Charles,
Courtney Cheatwood, Shelby Cionko, Meredith Coleman, Hannah Corl, Chelsey Cowan, Lindsey Dennis,
Katherine Devine, Mary Margaret Drake, Jennay Dugan, Karli Ecton, Allie Feldhaus, Alexis Fischer, Sarah
Fitzpatrick, Sarah Flowers, Lee Fowler, Courtney Fox, Hampton Freeman, Stephanie Gahafer, Madison
Gilinsky, Natalie Hagan, Jennifer Hanks, Jessica Hanks, Taylor Hartlage, Kira Hesse, Halle Hewitt, Olivia
Higgins, Alex Holbrook, Martha Holmes, Nicole Hopkins, Kylah Howard, Ashley Hutsell, Lynlee Jackson,
Morgan Johnson, Ellie Jolly, Jordan Jones, Whitney Jones, Susannah Kafoglis, Marilyn Kallstrom, Alexis
Kenny, Danielle King, Mary Catherine Kirkwood, Keeley Klutts, Victoria Knodell, Jaclyn Lile, Cecily Logsdon,
Jensen Lucas, Susan Mathis, Amber Mattingly, Jessica Mattingly, Henley McCormack, Jamie McDonough,
Taylor Milan, Olivia Mock, Marion Murray, Alecia Natale, Sarah Neal, Macy Nichols, Victoria Ortega,
Paige Pardue, Bridget Parpet, Emily Purpus, Heather Redmon, Julia Reed, Carly Rentsch, Megan Rentsch,
Jensen Ricke, Whitney Roberts, Drews Royse, LeighAnn Rush, Emmalee Ryan, Katherine Ryan, Hannah
Scheidegger, Margot Schenning, Emma Shoaf, Whitney Shoulta, Cassie Shultz, Ashley Smith, Chandler Smith,
Ashley Spalding, Laura Stivers, Jessica Story, Lauren Stull, Jenny Sutherland, Erin Thomas, Jennifer Thomason,
Morgan Threlkeld, Lorraine Vaughan, Breanne Webb, Brooke Wessel, Natalie West, Amy Wetsch, Carly
Wildt, Sara Williamson, Cady Witt, Gabriella Yokaris, Ashley Young.

Baptist Campus Ministry
Row 1: Raymond Van Zee, Nicole Anderson, Robbie Gray, Aaron Frasier, Zachary Boyarski, Marcus
Bagwell, Kendra Lowe, Natasha A. Simmons, Brandon Kruse, Russell Haggard. Row 2: Cassie Kaufman,
Taylor Hatfield, Candice Coles, Morgan Harper, Jessie Morgan, Abby Lancaster, Lauren Moore,
Kalli Hill, Jinjing Maggie Ma, Meredith Ellis. Row 3: Emily Lewis, Isabella Sidwell, Michella Morrison,
Miranda Stone, Morgan Graham, Rebecca Fountain, Alyson Cooke, Josh Malave, Melissa Smith, Sarah
Cannon, Pheonix Lin. Row 4: Megan Steele, Hannah Scott, Sarah Mayer, Elaine Flynn, Kathleen Bell,
Rebecca Morgan, Adam Kratt, Jamey Yadon, Sammi Hawtrey, Ben Hammond. Row 5: David Gifford,
Alana Alexander, Bruce Treon, Thomas Kinman, Timothy Cato, Jia Ong Ong, Jon Durlauf, Carlos
Ramirez-Leon, Daniel Wilhoyte. Row 6: Gabe Ross, Jason Pyle, Jonathan Travis, James Marbin, Ethan
Epperson, April Estes, Ryan Peach, Renee Wise, Will Kotheimer, Nathan Lasley, Tommy Johnson.

BioGrad
Row 1: Kayla Pittman, Jacob Fose, Nick Levis, Amanda Seaton, Kevin Tewell, Shawn Smiley, Morgan
Maxwell, Gillian Jones, Jane Bartanjo, Jared Mink, Molly Duvall. Row 2: Robyn Wilson, Elizabeth
Malloy, Emily McIntire, Shilo Felton, Bethany Coffey.

Black Men at Western
Row 1: Avery Ashby, Marcus Stubbs, Anthony Bell, Da’Quan Robinson, LaJarvis Evans, Devon Wells.
Row 2: Corey Kent, Maurice Johnson, Trae McFarland, Kenneth Dickens, David Simmons. Row 3: Skyler
Brentz, Eric Cunningham, Justin Burrus, Chuck Franks.

Campus Activities Board
Row 1: JaNece Thomas, Kendall Meiller, Jamiesha Sandifer. Row 2: DeGerald Watson-Morton,
Jasmine Hockaday, Tiara Baines, Kamilah Champion, Essence Mack. Row 3: Megan Lemmons, Ernest
Simmons, Adrian Boone.
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Collegiate 4-H
Kelli Ralston, Laura Coomer, Jami Fuller, Kate Dennis, Brittnee Fisher.

Communication Organization for Graduate Students
Row 1: Katherine Fane, Daniela Fuentes, Ngan Hoang. Row 2: Felix Perrone, Jessica Paulsen, Ryan
Dearbone.

Dean’s Council for the Gordon Ford College of Business
Row 1: Dean Jeff Katz, Elvis Dzafic, Lucy George, Susan Livers, April Cavanah. Row 2: Hanna
Demirjian, Jenny Potts, Erika Klosterman, Nicole Johansen, Andy Cullen, Katie Honadle.

Dean’s Council for the Potter College of Arts and Letters
Nick Gilyard, Chase Logsdon, Ian Dowty, Shannon Wagner, Catherine Montano, Diamond Davies,
Craig Lonas, Maddey Gates, Fiona Mowbray, Kelsey Layer, Katie Knight, Michelle Dille, Davide Fellini,
Lia Madias, Brenna Sherrill, Brandon Evilla, Jason White, Tyler Lockhart, Taylor Akin, Kyle MacDonald.
Not pictured: Sidney Blanford, Brittany Brown, Elaine Burchett, Jordan Campbell, Ashley Coulter, Luke
Jean, Justin Lawson, Patrick MacDonald, Adam Spinks, Kathryn Ward.
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Delta Sigma Pi
Brianna Trickey, Michael Shepard, Ivan Valero, Jordan Rice, Kara Reynolds, Jenny Potts, Julian Favetto,
Rachel Hill, Logan Horrall, Hanna Demirjian, Alec Newton, Natasha Flores, Keirsten Cobb, Lauren
Anguiano, Justin Mutters, Victoria Thompson, Austin Peck, Chelsea Howard, Erika Klosterman.

Exercise Science Club
Row 1: NiDice Hathaway, Courtney Roark. Row 2: Kirsti Vittitow, Wade Weatherholt, Joanna Jurgens,
Kelli Vittitow.

FarmHouse
Dodgeball Club
Row 1: Matt Dudgeon, Brett Rice, Andrew Dockery, Tara Sorrels, Cody Case. Row 2: Tyler Jamison,
Hunter Dickison, Austin Dubree, Evan Bemus, Riley Walt, Chase Fair. Row 3: Travis Holtzclaw, Tanner
Boatright, Hunter Herring, James Wheeler, Alex Sorrels, Felix Perrone, Nick Johnson, Aaron Hedges.

Enactus Team
Row 1: Tracie Fathergill, Kathy Nguyen, Denise Range, Kelsey Sullivan. Row 2: Jessie Cornelius,
Kawang Li, Anh Nguyen, Wheeler Painter, Nicole Johansen, William Kotheimer. Row 3: Huy Tran,
Travis Edington, Daniel Shaw, Kyle O’Donnell, Zach Mattingly, Justin Mitchell.

English Club
Row 1: Jesse Wells, Hilary Harlan, Traci Simms, Jennifer Ottersbach, Brittany Moster, Kathryn Katz,
Abbey Piersma. Row 2: Dr. Jeff Rice, Abby Ponder, Maria Metzger, Eryn Karmiller, Bryan Knowles, Dr.
Sandy Hughes, Anthony Gross, Leah Railey.

Robbie Anderson, Dylan Berry, Ethan Berry, Bryan Bickett, Drennan Bragg, Ryan Brown, Cole
Burroughs, Mason Callaway, Zach Carrico, Cody Clark, Cody Coomes, Luke Davidson, Taylor Davis,
Travis Girten, Isaac Greenwell, Riley Hall, Chris Hancock, Garrett Haug, Zack Hayden, Mason
Holloran, Nick Jamniczky, Clintin Joplin, Michael Kelley, Travis Kerns, Eli King, Jacob Klotzback, Adam
Lear, Jeremy Lee, Brad Mattingly, Cole Mattingly, Ben McDaniel, Stuart Meacham, Cliff Nally, Dylan
Nonweiler, Jacob Osborne, Patrick Portman, Matt Price, Chase Roberts, Manny Serrano, Bryan Smith,
Alex Thomas, Michael Turner, Carl Weller, Coleman West, Corbin Wilson, Clint Wimsett.

Fencing Club
Row 1: Jill Sensel, Emily Adkins, Sara Abell, Kelsey Taylor, Anna Beth Gillon. Row 2: Joshua Goins,
Darren Jordan, Bryce Aberg, Stephen Fisher, Rachael Misiuta, Christopher Bidwell, Cameron Koch.

Film Club
Row 1: Pantin Greenwell, Zack Gregory, Kelli Ralston, Kasey Thompson. Row 2: Nathan Gjerstad,
Peter Midwa, Cody Shown, Tyler McDowell, Cameron Murray-Hicks, Dalana Henson.

Forensics Team
Equestrian Team
Row 1: Creste Payne, Lauren Harris, Haley Bryant, Elizabeth Conner, Matthew Stewart, Callie Franks,
Jade Bruner, Stephanie Jackson, Calan Clifton. Row 2: Carla Beu, Cassy Colburn, Alexandra Sowell,
Shelby Sullivan, Gabrial Decker.
370

Row 1: Sarah Brazier, Tiffany Lewis, Meg Cox, Elle Pratt. Row 2: Kristina Medero, Jasmine Jones,
Brittany Broder, Emma Wilezynski, Paige Settles, Nefertiti Dukes, Janniqua Dawkins, Haddy Badjie,
Alexis Elliot, Tyler Rife, Richard Heyne. Row 3: Emma Collins, Becky Hall, John Corum, Lataya Williams,
Tyler Prochazka, John Winstead, Susan Taylor, Spencer Orlawski, Marshall Covert, Ellis Fraser, Chris
Chandler, Ray Roberts II. Row 4: Jace Lux, Ian Dowty, Tyler Dailey, Darius Wilson, Ganer Newman,
Chad Meadows, Chris Joffrion, Dan Glaser, Jamaque Newberry, Ben Pyle, Kaleb Jessee.
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Future Educator’s Association
Row 1: Alicia DiTommaso, Hannah Alber, Carley Ferguson. Row 2: Gretchen Gothard, Sarah Bice,
Rachel Clark, Anna Bewley, Elise Swift.

Gamma Sigma Sigma
Row 1: Chyrreece Bell, Christina Brown, Denise Smith, Kenya Britt, Joanna Williams. Row 2: Ladanica
Halcomb, Jasmine Stockton, Aurelia Spaulding, Shirelle Williams, Chantel Utley, Tiana Burns.

Glasgow GreenToppers
Amy Nemon, Cami Bush, Nicole Breazeale, Daniel Ruiz, Angela Briggs.

Gordon Ford College of Business Ambassadors
Row 1: Bethany Smith, Katie Honadle, Andy Cullen, Erica Sturgill. Row 2: Dean Jeff Katz, Elvis Dzafic,
Nick Burnett, Griffin Fruge, Ben Aroh, Chris Kinney, David Thomas. Not pictured: Cody Hutchins.

Habitat for Humanity
Row 1: Audrey Castlen, Riley Newton, Mariah Stiles. Row 2: Cassie Kulig, Alex Sherfield, Missy
Graehler, Bryan Reaka. Row 3: Adam Wilck, Jeffry Edwards, Ethan Farabee, Alex Castlen.
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Hilltopper Bass Club
Row 1: Tyler Vowell, Jamie Waterman, Justin Hopkins. Row 2: Neil Cavanah, Christian Arnold, Jacob
Hopkins, Dalton Gunderson. Row 3: Brandon Ernstes, Jordan Bozarth, Jared Gainous, Stephen Compton.

Hilltopper Organization for Latino/a Students
Row 1: Fabian Alvarez, Wilson Solares, Marissa Webb, Anita Parra, Annaly Rodriguez. Row 2: Andrea
Ayoroa, Rachel Ortiz, Reina Castillo. Row 3: Vanessa Aviles, Cynthia Cooper, Valeria Carlin. Row 4:
Kimberly Dominguez, Jessica Henao-Barragan, Yulizza Henao-Barragan. Row 5: Andrea AguirreSolis. Row 6: Jonny Garcia, Ramon Bonano, Allan Moreno.

Hilltoppers for Life
Row 1: Emily Scheper, Alaina Mikulcik, Erin Ruppelt, Leslie Ford. Row 2: Zachary Coots, Dustin Grillon,
Maggie Smith, Kateri Rhodes, Matthew Riggle, Susan Livers. Row 3: Kevin Dorth, Chris Ford, Bryan
Reaka, Adam Keyser, John Sohl, Matt Sohl, Matt Knight, Riley Coots.

Honors Club
Row 1: Tori Hampton, Justin Wellum, Braden Proffitt, Ryan Vennell, Kyle MacDonald, Andrew Boyles,
Celia Baker. Row 2: Sarah Kinnicutt, Hayley Hilbert, Elizabeth Gribbins, Emily Gott, Inga Steenbergen,
Ashley Lethco.

Honors Toppers
Row 1: Olivia Estill, Will Garcia, Taylor Emberton, Kaitlynn Smith, Kelsey Mattingly. Row 2: Shelley
Spalding, Anna Vied, Tyler Wittmer, Natalie Buller, Janie Pruitt, Scott Vennell. Row 3: Emily Bouchard,
Jessie Parks, Matthew Lawson, Griffin Frugé, Jordan Olberding, Eli Ernst, Naomi Driessnack, Eileen
Ryan.
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Kappa Alpha Order
Chris Hood, Cody Harmon, Tommy Janisse, Jordan Warren, John Jacoby, Jacob Clark, Mitch Boese,
Kevin Bratcher, Landon Stanley, Jacob Henry, Spencer Burke, Jim Landry, Sean Landry, Mitchell Hale,
Rex Roberts, Kenny Albert, Cameron Rager, Carson Joyce, Chris Sivley, Kyle Talavera, Jake Farmer,
Niholas Christman, Aaron Remmers, Brad Kempf, Colin Shumate, Dustin Bollinger, Evan Miller, Jonathan
Guelda, Jordan Clark, Justin Raque, Matt Webb, Nick Costello, Shane Polio, Michael Roberts, James
Baskey, Zach Kaffenberger, Trevor Bradshaw, A.J. Schapker, Stewart Parker, John Carr, Parker
Wornall, Taylor Johnson, Taylor Young, Marshall Haydon, Logan Vance, Andrew Weigel, Blane Carter,
Collin Miller, Jared Simpkins, Joesph Pelletier, John Deeb, John Stevenson, Johnny Clemments, Jordan
Nushart, Josh Denton, Josh Knight, Patrick LaFollettee, Patrick Sheehan, Ronnie Sharp, Ryne Otto, Seth
Robertson, Tre Lane, Will Houchin.

Imagewest
Row 1: Wilian Iralzabal, Kelly Smith, Austin Stephenson, Kelsey Layer, Brittany Costellow. Row 2:
Heather Garcia, Summer Bolton, Jeff Franklin, Ashley Lewis, Abby DeSpain, Paige Breedlove, April
Estes, Catherine Montano. Row 3: Matt Love, La Vella Hall, Davide Fellini, Alex McNeilage, Marilyn
Kallstrom, Timmy Bishop, John Dobson, Paul Birza.

International Club

Kappa Alpha Psi

Row 1: Jessica Hayes, Domenicka Mendoza, Chris Ford, Brandon Sexton, Taija Perkins, Val Farsetti,
Choudy Teau. Row 2: Christina Fukano , Orion Graudick, Amanda Pascoe, Ka Wang Li. Row 3: Nicole
Pascoe, Andrea Fuentes Rodriguez, Jon Washington, Bethany Jones, Kelli Hogue, Sean O’Meally,
Katrina yu Tung Wong.

Row 1: Charles Martin. Row 2: Terrence Drake, Montrell Pryor, Dominique Collins, Rodney Darden, Kurt
Thomas. Row 3: Lanell Logan, Donovan A. Bailey, Jeff Heyward, Anton Calvin, Paul Beasley.

Kappa Delta

International Interior Design Association
& US Green Building Council
Row 1: Ashton Korfhabe, Jade Boyle. Row 2: Katie Adams, Renee Eckstein, Mallory Scanlon.

Iota Phi Theta
Lee Lamar, Ernest Simmons, Antwan Dawson.

Jewish Student Union
Row 1: Tracy Ingram, Molly Kaviar, Eli Kliensmith. Row 2: Owen Paul, Jaclyn Melcher, Sydney Allen,
Cori Haber, Stacey Ostreich, Ryan Greenberg. Row 3: Seth Fischer, Travis Goodwin, Joseph Jones,
Steffi Alessandra Lutz, Ignacio Guerra Martorell, Tomas Martorell, Laurie White, David Mauser, Dr.
Dizgun, Dr. Bierwirth, Ilya Eligulashvili.
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Meredith Adams, Whitney Allen, Jennifer Anderson, Amanda Barth, Christina Barth, Kayla Bartley, Hayley Biggers,
Tabitha Binder, Cynthia Block, Anne Boehm, Devin Brieske, Abby Browning, Mackenzie Cable, Lauren Cherry, Hillary
Chinn, Jan Claussen, Delaney Coman, Tierney Coman, Lindsey Conder, Caroline Culbreth, Christy Culbreth, Alyssa
Davis, Katherine DePriest, Kelcie Dixon, Hanna Dodd, Alexandra Dodson, Kara Drury, Kelci Drury, Sara Eble, Taylor
Emberton, Grace Feldpausch, Molly Fiser, Claudia Floore, Kristen Foltz, Chelsea Fromm, Ariel Gerall, Molly Gerrish,
Elise Gibson, Molly Gibson, Natalie Gilliam, Amanda Gough, La Vella Hall, Mallory Harmon, Laura Hazlett, Haley
Henderson, Samantha Hoehn, Shannon Hopper, Alexandra Hutchison, Lauren Hutchison, Sydnee Johnson Mills,
Whitney Johnson, Anne Katzman, Maria Katzman, Katherine King, Natalie Koppel, Kelsey Layer, Jenna Lehkamp,
Elisabeth Lutz, Jill Marlow, Margie Mertz, Danielle Miller, Catherine Montano, Rebecca Morris, Brynne Moseley,
Kelsey Napper, Abby Papenfuss, Morgan Patton, Shelby Pedigo, Amber Plunkett, Abigail Potter, Mariam Queen,
Charlotte Rice, Guinn Rogers, Katherine Rogers, Lendee Sanchez, Olivia Sharp, Dori Sheehan, Veronica Smith, Susana
Solorza, Molly Stenger, Erica Sturgill, Renee Thomas, Taryn Thompson, Linly Turner, Victoria Wade, Ali Weinzapfel.
Molly White, Lauren Woods, Elizabeth Yontz, Brooke Younger, Rachel Byrd, Lindsey Cash, Meredith Chinn, Jordan
Coffman, Bailey Davis, Keri Dement, Kelsey Dudding, Juliana Eovino, Emily Fleming, Ashley Flener, Kami Fox, Jennifer
Gaiko, Emily Goodin, Shelby Hite, Emily Houchin, Brooke Johnson, Rachel Keightley, Lindsey Kohut, London Kutzman,
Jianna Mirabelli, Danielle Norman, Kelsey Patton, Karen Powell, Kendel Rector, Kiersten Richards, Abigail Russell,
Brooke Sage, Alexa Salyer, Kalyn Shepherd, Carly Simpson, Summer Spillman, Shelby Thornton, Marissa Webb,
Morgan White.

KY Public Health Association
Row 1: Gretchen Macy, Anh Nguyen, Vasity Chemweno, Cecilia Watkins. Row 2: Andrew Kaskei,
Prachi Chavan, Connie Ellis, Colanda Austin. Row 3: Jenil Patel, Michael Smith, Pramod Tadakamalla.

MBA Student Association
Row 1: Hiep Nguyen, Nolan DeBurger, Hoai Nguyen, Anh Le, Kelsea Shultz, Nick Hummer, April
Cavanah, Zach Mattingly, Tuan Nghiem, Quyen Ngo. Row 2: Jake Downey, Jason Orf, Tyler Layton,
Logan Edelen, Ryan Spillane, Matt Broerman, Kyle O’Donnell, Jia Pei.
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Omega Phi Alpha
Row 1: Tessa Duvall, Erin Fleischmann, Cassie Ernstes, Courtney Schatz, Amy Payne, Emily Smith, Chasity
Henning, Elizabeth McKee, Jordan Mattingly, Ashley Sullivan, Camille Coltrain, Emily Evanko, Shanna Downey,
Rachel Batt, Katelyn Jernigan. Row 2: Morgan Cook, Ashley Foster, Hilary Beamon, Ariel Salmons, Alicia
Brooks, Emily Boone, Sara Buskill, Haley Evans, Paige Hall, Amanda Florence, Mary Row Riley, Marsha Miller,
Leah Railey. Row 3: Miranda Dean, Abby Sullivan, Fia Brusendorff, Carolyn Contreras, Callie Allison, Amanda
Reynolds, Kelsey Trowbridge, Amber Harris, Megan Althauser, Rebecca Kazi, Erin Reyes, Molly Tarter, Noelle
Anderson. Row 4: Jessica Adams, Kadey Heidrich, Amanda Kirves, Paige Smith, Lisa Zangari, Melissa Moore,
Ashley Gamlin, Abby Lynch, Alissa Doan, Deanna Conner, Julia Payne, Sarah Basham, Miranda Malone. Row
5: Beth Dulany, Nicole Boone, Brooke Durham, Katie Rankin, Meredith Riley, Sarah Buckley, Jessie Meguiar,
Megan Short, Sema Ibisevic, Fata Ibisevic, Anna Roederer, Rebecca Lauth, Carrie Beth Henry. Row 6: Devin
Sympson, Kelsey Sympson, Molly Clark, Elisabeth McDermott, Brianna Scott, Brooke Thomas, Megan French,
Katie Cerqua, Rachel Vieth, Shelby Wooldridge, Brooke Barber, Andrea Moser, Roxie O’Nan. Row 7: Natalie
Wynn, Alexis Williams, Kelsey Blick, Megan Porter, Lindsey Gadberry, Megan Seitz, Madison Correro,
Mallory Schnell, Katelyn Luckett, Megan Wimpsett, Abbie Leofsky, Madison Marcum, Kristen Gibson. Not
Pictured: Caitlin Bowen, Samantha Burns, Kayla Hatcher, Sabrina Heinrich, Kenzie Jones, Kateiri Kintz, Megan
Lechner, Ali Lee, Sharon Leone, Bailey Mack, Valarie Ramsey, Tressa Root, Taylor Sims, Amber Stone, Dragana
Tunic, Kayla Carrico, Jamie Doctrow, Dana Ebb, Victoria Peters, Kennedy Pruitt, Brittany Saunders, Stephanie
Walton.

Medallion Honors Society
Row 1: Amanda Baker, Chelsie Stevens, Morgan Gruner, Andrea Cox. Row 2: Andrew Cardwell, Dr.
James Chappell, Emily Walker, Laura Harper, Jason Stewart, Madison Moore, Barbara Ogbonna,
Amber Jo Sexton.

Men’s Rugby
Row 1: Blake Sarmiento, Hennry Nottinson. Row 2: Jackie Moment, Dalton Wetzel, Mike Keller, Michael
Roberts, Clifford Smith. Row 3: Joshua Shoemake, Savon Hayden, Cameron Carter, Jake Schwandt,
Jack Weeks, TJ Hebert, Josh Foust. Row 4: Michael Odenthal, Brandon Holmes, Ligo Pio, Nick Cate,
Mitchell Garcia, Hunter Binkley, Nathan Garcia, Adrian Jennings.

Omega Psi Phi
Row 1: Jimmie Welch III, Robert Johnson. Row 2: Andre Scott, Jarren Nixon, Antonio Goldthreate.

Men’s Swimming & Diving
Russ Bryant, Louis Bunch, Adam Dajka, Sam Dalton, Connor Dwyer, Brennan Elsas, Tyler Essary, Thomas
Gasnick, Chris Goodman, Harrison Griffin, Tyler Groneck, Billy Kunkel, Aymeric Le Corno, Loui Little,
Elliott Lorson, Adam Mayer, Giorgi Meyer, Luke Musser, Seth Musser, Ben Nichols, David Owens,
Brooks Price, David Rayner, Heitor Rodrigues, Neal Rushing, Richard Russell, Jacob Schoeff, Tommy
VerBrugge, Jordan Vorst, Tripp Watson.

Phi Beta Sigma
Row 1: Denzel Mayfield, Joushua Nelson, Degerald Watson-Morton, Brennan Price. Row 2: Marrquon
Bartee, Steven Roberts, Anthony Bowman.

Phi Gamma Delta
Row 1: Will Garcia, Bo Armstrong, Tyler Lockhart, Micheal Hayden, Griffin Fruge, Mason Bramer,
Chris Heil, Trip Carpenter, Matt Purdom, Brian Campbell, Ben Aroh, Dylan Ward. Row 2: Jason White,
Alex Fahnders, Chase Thomas, Ryan DeMuth, Will Owens. Row 3: Austin DeMuth, Taylor Ruby, Brent
Stephens, Hayden Hickey, Seth Bland, Drake Riley, Levi McQueary, Brett Bennett, Parker Kuhn, Seth
Haga, Bradley Ledford, Sam Cherry, Clint Bacon, Colton Hounshell, Sean Jacobson. Row 4: Nick
Burnett, Jacob Hood, John Whitaker, Will Linder, Spencer Wright, Kaleb Moore, Luke Sparks, Cody
Hutchins, Ryne McMullen, Noel Belcher, Sam Wells, Eric Blair, Ben Harris, Evan Pennington, Joe Starks,
Charlie Rhea, Chris Kinney. Row 5: Craig Lonas, Tyler Wittmer, Jordan Kassel, Robert Lucas, Austin
Lanter, Corey Johnson, Sam Knott, Matt Formisano, Daniel Brussell, Erin Pennington, Trent Martin,
Jonathan Caron, Jeff Creech, Kent Jones, Nate Blankenship, Wade Haga, Kyle Stewart. Not pictured:
Josh Amos, Bryan Hartzell, Colby Osborne, Austin Wenger, Brad Stephens, Nick Bratcher, Mac Burton,
Eric Hughes, Damon Parr, Dallas Wilson, Alex Isbill, Blake Neumann, Zack Van Zant, Ryan White.

Men’s Ultimate Frisbee Club
Ian Mack, Brody Thomas, Maurice Dunn, Justin Poynter, Jonathan Brinon, Mathew Summers, Douglas
Keeling, Zach Berry, Cavan Smith, Rico Bannon, Nathan Duncanson, Chris Argabright, Taylor McMurtry,
Evan Mack, Richard Salmon, Jeffry Edwards, Reuben Griggs.

Phi Mu

Micro Club
Row 1: Amanda Seaton, Chad Coomer, Brandi Cain, Donna Williams, Katy Sidebottom, Miranda
Parrish, Shawn Smiley, Jason Young. Row 2: Rodney King, Levi Dopierala, Bradley Blankenship, Austin
Huff, Eli Estes, Jacob Eagleson. Row 3: Corbin LeMeuix, Collins Garst, Meredith Doughty, Jesse Evans,
Clara Jones.
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Christina Abney, Sydney Anderson, Maggie Ballard, Dalice Ballou, Laura Banks, Liz Barnard, Chelsea
Barrett, Katie Basham, Madison Beach, Caitlin Belcher, Abby Blandford, Frankie Boyette, Sara
Browning, Morgan Buttery, Erin Charles, Sara Colvin, Hannah Cope, Gabby Crofford, Haley Cummins,
Maegan Davis, Hannah DeSpain, Francie DeVita, Alli Diehl, Leah Doster, Brenna Duncan, Sarah Kate
Dyar, Dana Echert, Laura Ellie, Makenze Evans, Jasmine Finta-Obee, Kylie Foushee, Michelle Fry, Emily
Gerard, Gretchen Gessner, Ashlee Gregory, Ally Griggs, Cassidy Haley, Lauren Haynes, Mackenzie
Hightower, Emily Hightower, Leah Hotchkiss, Hanna Jobes, Mary-Anne Johnson, Ashley Kelly, Kelley
King, Isabelle LaBarge, Abby Lancaster, Alexis Linn, Katlyn Logsdon, Atalie Maxwell, Brooke McClain,
Jordan Morton, Caitlin Muller, Natalie Mullins, Carsen Murt, Mary Music, Laura Niewoehner, Shelby
Nitzken, Claudia Nunez, Elizabeth Pickens, Katie Pollard, Lauren Pollock, Emily Pribble, Brandi
Ratterman, Samantha Reams, Chelsea Reed, Chloe Rhodes, Stacey Riggle, Haley Rogers, Tori Royster,
Chelsea Scherer, Kristen Searcy, Lindsay Sexton, Shelby Shelton, Christina Simpson, Emiley Smiley,
Katie Snedegar, Jorden Stallings, Shelby Steblein, Allison Steen, Amber Stephenson, Keely Stout,
Hailey Strickland, Emily Taylor, Payton Taylor, Morgan Temple, Allie Teta, Nicole Thieneman, Amanda
Thomas, Sarah Tomlin, Amber Turner, Sasha Weber, Ashton Wheeles, Hannah Williams, Jen Zinger.

Clubs and Organizations 377

Sigma Kappa

Phi Sigma Pi
Row 1: Adam Reynolds, David Serafini, Anna Williams, Katie Knipp, Kevin Smith, Amanda Adams,
Chris Storath, Anna Bewley, Scotty Neat. Row 2: Laura Gipson, Madison Westfall, Izzy Hussain,
Andrea Fuentes, Alvin Farmer, Stephanie Burba, Amanda Smith, Dan Moore, Heather Nett, Chad
Phillips, Carley Ferguson. Row 3: Ryan Mahoney, Shannon Wagner, Breauna Landrum, Yonathan
Warren, Jerry Cowart, Ashley Turner, D.J. McDonald, Austin Huff, Shawn Smiley, Amber Schewe, Adam
Rzeszowski. Not Pictured: Katy Nash, Anthony Gross, Emily Cavendar, Emily Eskridge, Aaron Gingerich,
Sequoia Sims.

PRSSA
Row 1: Katie DePriest, Kelsey Layer. Row 2: Dawn Wientjes, Drew Mitchell, Khristian Tate.

Resident Assistant Staff of Hugh Poland Hall
Row 1: Brooke Honaker, Maci Grey, Cynthia Tope. Row 2: Maggie Riney, Chelsea Martin, Kristina
Downing, Sara Merriman, Heather Daupert.

Danielle Adams, Brooklyn Albright, Cori Anslinger, Marlee Barton, Alexander Beckmeyer, Paige Boldin,
Sierra Boldin, Lauren Brown, Olivia Brown, Kristen Browning, Danielle Burris, LeLand Cantrell, Nicole
Coomer, Ellen Cox, Madelyn Culbertson, Kelly Del Grosso, Morgan Denson, Lindsey Dick, Jessica
Elfers, Kristin Eng Tow, Katie Ernwine, Molly Evans, Grace Falvey, Allison Feikes, M.E. Feiman, Ashley
Franklin, Mallory Fulkerson, Stephanie Gaiko, Rachel Gerding, Hannah Goodman, Carra Gorrell,
Sydney Grace-Mudd, Jennifer Grothe, Kylie Gullage, Emina Hasancevic, Katie Honadle, Mackenzie
Howard, Sarah Hunton, Rhiannon Jones, Eryn Karmiller, Kendra Kelley, Liz Koehler, Jasmine Langley,
Madison Lashbrook, Hanna LauBach, Maria Le, Stormi Lyon, Olivia Mann, Allison Martin, Chelsea
Martin, Grace McCullough, Meg McDonald, Sara Merriman, Kim Montgomery, Ashley Moody, Kelsey
Morgan, MacKenzie Nation, Erin Oestringer, Erica Ogburn, Lauren Peters, Ashton Phelps, Christina
Porter, Michelle Porter, Sarah Powers, Ashley Presnell, Kat Pring, Caitlin Rowe, Lindsay Russell, Shelby
Schaefer, Kelsey Schmidt, Meredith Smith, Brooke Spurgeon, Sarah Stanley, Morgan Stone, Emily
Stout, Kirsten Tarter, Emily Thomas, Marissa Tompkins, Heather Trick, Ashley Vahrenhold, Diana Vela,
Courtney Wagner, Jessica Walden, Katherine Westberry, Mariah Whitus, Emily Wilkerson, Samantha
Wolfe.

SKySO
Row 1: Dagan Conatser, Katie Laslie, Kimberly Stinnett. Row 2: Amanda Cook, Katie Jo Wallace,
Sarah Lewis, Miller Pogue.

Society for Human Resource Management
Row 1: Tori Wade, Lucy George, Victoria Thompson, Madison LeRoy, Amy Payne, Caleb Cobb,
LeAnne Coder. Row 2: Shelia Mitchell, Katie Honadle, Kody Johann, Don Chamberlin, Jessica Canada,
Samantha Tichenor, Dylan Greer.

Revolution 91. 7
Row 1: Michael Tucker, Lauren Boone, Salena Lisner, Natasha A. Simmons, Nash Gumm, Savannah
Burke, Angela Conway, Marlon Guess. Row 2: Marjorie Yambor, Austin Paulson, Cody Thompson,
Justine Schwartz, Anna Shelton, Sarah Basham, Ethan Witty, Flynn Smith, Michael Bowlds. Row 3:
Nicholas Lough, Versie Parker, Justin Blodgett, Cameron Coats, Ryan McNally, Devele Thompson, Scott
Berger, Aaron Jernigan.

Society of Physics Students
Row 1: Jahi Palmer, Julie Scott. Row 2: Eli Heintzman, Owen Gaulle, Jason Leszczewicz, Jamey Yadon.

ROTC
MAJ Walters, MSG Mark Lillie, SFC Gary Keeton, SSG Weilage, Aaron Adams, Jerome Anderson,
Garrett Baker, Rachelle Boucher, Daniel Cotton, Matthew Govan, Elizabeth Grimm, Susanne, Hauser,
Alan Johnson, Joshua King, Samuel Kissinger, Matthew Kline, Joshua Miller, Michael Roberts, Andy
Roebuck, Jason Rolfingsmeier, Sequoia Sims, Sean Tedtaotao, Jarad Williams, Harrison Bailey, Dillon
Beckner, Hannah Brantley, Marc Bridges, Andrew Buren, Jordan Chick, Krystin Cooke, Patrick Crews,
Micah Farmer, Tanner Hall, Luke Jean, Blake Kostrzebski, Kimberly Laughlin, Charles Martin, Daniel
McRoy, Jerrod Moore, Shawn Powell, Kacey Rexing, Jeffrey Scales, Jacob Soler, Alexander Spiller,
Jonathan Sturdivant, George Wiley, Bill Chochea, Nicholas Courtney, Dewayne Cox, Austin Drexler,
Matthew Floyd, Roland Haun, Doug Kaiser, Zach Lemley, Tiffany Lewis, Curtis Longoria, David Lytle,
Kyle McKinley, Ausdin Pender, Joseph Pillow, Noah Pollert, Stefan Reynolds, Jacob Sampson, Austen
Schuknecht, Scott Shelton, Emily Sullivan, John Bailey, Ashley Baker, David Basmadji, Bryce Bicksler,
Mitchell Demar, Evan Downall, Kenneth Padgett, Jonathan Pedigo, Hussein Rammal, John Schleg, Caleb
Sloan, Daniel Thoele, Derek Tyler.
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Spanish Club
Row 1: Erin Ruppelt, Melba Amador, Aubrey Penn. Row 2: Ivan Valero, Brady Thompson, Chase
Wicker, Chaz Arnold, Jessica Henao.

Clubs and Organizations 379

Storm Team
Row 1: Melissa Moore, Ilea Schneider, Caleb Chevalier, Arden Gregory, Ernest Hayes, Andrew
Dockery, Makala Patton, Shane Holinde. Row 2: Jonathan Wahl, Jeremy Pendley, Lukeus McCoy,
Rachel Guffey, Mallory Schnell, Marcus Bagwell.

Storm Topper Network
Row 1: Ryan Uthoff, Andrew Dockery, Arden Gregory. Row 2: Austin Boys, Ben Dietzel, Zack Leasor,
Emily Yates. Row 3: Ryan Difani, Tyler Binkley, Brian Urbancic, Will Paschall, Tyler Smith.

Student Alumni Association
Row 1: Mary Katherine Higginson, Taryn Thompson, Lauren Cherry, Charlotte Rice, Molly Fiser, Mary
Walsh. Row 2: Whitney Allen, Jenna Lehkamp, Brandon Gifford, Michael Flanigan, Taylor Phillips,
Olivia Branham.

Student Association for Graduate English
Row 1: Kayla Wright. Row 2: Ting Zhang, Cortney Stewart, Beth Cook, Cassie Bergman. Row 3:
Andrew Yeater, Logan Hudspeth, Sam Stinson, Jake Adams. Not Pictured: Geneva Ged, Rob Garrett,
Elizabeth Burke.

Student Veterans Alliance
Row 1: Bullet, Miki Padgett. Row 2: Danielle Adams, Susan Slaton, Cori Anslinger, Ashley King-Taylor.
Row 3: Jacob Soler, Kaitlyn Soler, Bob Wilson, Larry Lee.
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TopperWell
Row 1: Breion Douglas, Danetra Hodge, Laura Fulkerson, Tyler Scaff, Jamey Rice, Wynn Shroyer,
Marciania Speights-Floyd. Row 2: Loretta Laquart, Christina Elam, Alana Hampton, Charity Neal,
Ashley Stillwell.

Triathlon Club
Row 1: Bryce Aberg, Stephanie Etienne, Jonathan Talbert. Row 2: Cliff Woodring, Nicholas Yates,
Patrick Bowles, Kyle O’Donnell, Eric Ebner.

Volleyball
Row 1: Mollie Pajakowski, Ashley Potts, Sarah Rogers, Jordyn Skinner, Paige Wessel, Rachel Engle.
Row 2: Travis Hudson, Melanie Stutsman, Janee’ Diggins, Lindsay Spears, Noelle Langenkamp, Heather
Boyan, Haley Bodway, Abbie Bear, Kristi Griffin.

Women’s Swimming & Diving
Caroline Alexander, Tara Blanzy, Laurel Chaney, Noufissa Chbihi, Claire Conlon, Taylor Counter,
Michelle Craddock, Caitlin Dean, Aiste Dobrovolskaite, Paige Drazga, Allie Duff, Ashley Forsyth,
Victoria Frascino, Amy Halligan, Rebecca Hatcher, Samantha Holmes, Rachel King, Natalie Lenderman,
Elyse Madigan, Allison Maher, Susan Marquess, Courtney Marx, Mollie McNeel, Hilary Mishler, Sara
Redmond, Kylie Ruiz, Hannah Runyon-Hass, Whitney Spain, Julie Storch, Alex Van Oost.

Zeta Phi Beta
Row 1: Keira Martin, Chanell Haley, Bryna Price. Row 2: Kristina Downing, Kelsie Price, Skye Lessa,
Brittany Bolware, Jamie Daniels.
Clubs and Organizations 381

Above After the men’s basketball team won the Sun Belt Conference
Championship, a young Hilltopper fan peeks around Franklin
sophomore Kirstie Taylor while other cheerleaders tweet and text
about the win in Hot Springs, Ark. The basketball team won four
games in four days to win the conference title and they advanced to
the NCAA tournament for the second year in a row.
Jake Pope
Left Mohammed Alsaket dances with other Saudi Arabians to
celebrate Saudi National Day Sept. 26 on South Lawn. The holiday
officially fell on Sept. 23, which was the date in 1932 when
present-day Saudi Arabia became a country. Traditional dances,
songs and food were free for any students who wanted to participate.
Brittany Sowacke
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Bowling Green freshman Megan
French reaches the top of the climbing
wall during free time at the annual
Honors Freshmen Orientation Retreat,
H4, at the Deer Run Retreat Center
in Thompson’s Station, Tenn., Aug. 1619. Honors College freshmen began
growing community through team
building activities, competitions and
small group discussions.
Naomi Driessnack
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Above After being announced as the winning couple
of “Beauty and the Greek,” a pageant hosted by
Omega Phi Alpha sorority, Louisville senior Ben Aroh,
a member of Phi Gamma Delta fraternity, kisses his
girlfriend, Louisville sophomore Christen Profancik,
a member of Alpha Omicron Pi sorority. The OPAs
hosted the pageant on Feb. 13 in the Downing
University Center Theater as a fundraiser for their
national philanthropy, the Hope Heart Institute, an
organization dedicated to fighting heart disease.
Brandon Carter
Opposite John Cipolla, an associate professor in
the music department, plays saxophone during the
18th annual Prism Concert, which was an event that
combined music with a high-energy light show, at Van
Meter Hall on Jan. 25. Cipolla previously performed
with the New York City Opera and Aretha Franklin.
Jake Pope
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We were made into better versions of ourselves under
the changing leaves of fall, during the icy walk down
the Hill in winter and amongst the blooming flowers of
Centennial Mall in spring.
We were crafted in the grandiose moments, during the
seemingly insignificant days and in the times of confusion.
The pieces that made the montage of Western Kentucky
University guided us as we took form.
The seed became a canopy of shade, the blank canvas
turned into a masterpiece, the wedge of clay developed
into a vessel for coffee and, at the end of our journey, the
students of Western Kentucky University had formed into
citizens that were ready to venture into life off of the Hill.

After the second night of Sigma Chi
fraternity’s Battle of the Greeks on
March 1, attendees walk through the
parking lot to return to their cars. The
annual event, commonly referred to
as Fight Night, was held at the Blue
Dome, and raised money for the
Sigma Chis’ national philanthropy, the
Huntsman Cancer Institute.
Kreable Young
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Public Relations Staff
Katie Depriest, Katie Honadle, Sawyer
Smith, Alyssa Born. Not pictured: Paige
Breedlove.

The 2013 Talisman

is Volume 84 and was created entirely by
a student staff at Western Kentucky University. It is a chronological
documentary of the 2012-2013 academic year at WKU. It was printed by
Friesens Corporation in Altona, Manitoba, Canada.

Printing | The book was printed on 100 pound premium garda silk

matte paper. The cover is a Fibermark Iris Taupe linen with a foil and deboss.
The bag is made from 600 D Polyester and was dyed a custom color. The
cover and bag were designed by Evansville senior Houston Harris and
Bowling Green senior Julie Washer.

Typography | Basic fonts used in this book are Perpetua 10.5 pt. for

stories and TW Cen MT 8 pt. for captions. Headline fonts are Lane Narrow,
in varying sizes. Additional Fonts used: Dymaxion Script.

Production | All pages were produced and submitted electronically.

Pages were designed on Apple computers running on Mac OSX using Adobe
Creative Suite 5.5, Microsoft Word and Camera Bits Photo Mechanic.

Photography | All photos were taken by student photographers,

including individual album portraits. All club photos were taken by Talisman
photographers unless otherwise noted.

General |

The 2013 Talisman is a 9.75 x 13 inch book with 400 pages
and a press run of 5,000. The yearbook was free to all students and was funded
through the general university budget which included funds from the state,
additional and regular tuition and reallocations from within the general budget.
The Talisman Editorial Board may be contacted through the Office of Student
Publications at 270.745.2653, at www.wkutalisman.com or through email
at talisman@wku.edu. The Talisman is a member of the Associated Collegiate
Press and the Columbia Scholastic Press Association.

Acknowledgements | Opening and Closing copy was written by
San Diego junior Allyson Beasecker. Headlines were written by the Talisman
Editorial Board. Art work on division pages was created by Bowling Green
senior Maggi Reed.
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