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Statement by Dr. Kelly Thompson, President of Western, on the occasion of the dedication
of the Academic-Athletic Building and E. A. Diddle Arena, Saturday, December 7, 1963:

All who love Western and who are interested in its progress cherish this day of
the dedication of the magnificent Academic-Athletic Building and E. A. Diddle Arena.

We are both humble and happy because it marks an extraordinary milestone in the life
and development of our College, and brings to Western the realization of a dream in
which so many people have participated.

This multi-purpose building which we dedicate opens a new era of academic,
athletic, and cultural possibilities for the entire geographic area. The building's archi-
tectural expression is, I think, s'ymbol.ic of the impact which it will have upon our college
program; its physical proportions are symbolic of the size of the challenge which lies
before all of us who are interested in the education of our youth; its beauty is symbolic
of the opportunity which we have here and throughout Kentucky to blend the utilitari;p
with the a_e_s_ti.lfleti_c.

The creation of this building would have been impossible without the united thinking
and cooperation of many people in positions of responsibility. To identify, here, all
who have aided in its accomplishment would be impossible; but to each, Western's
gratitude is expressed and, in the expressing, is felt overwhelmingly. On behalf of the
Board of Regents.  the alumni, the faculty, and the student body, I extend Western's
dg:ep_es!t_apprecial,ion to every person who has aided in any manner in bringing this great
facility to reality.

To all who gather for the dedicatiori‘., Western extends its warmest welcome. We

are honored to be with you on this memorable occasion. It is our hope that you will re-

‘turn, and return. as this facility is put to use to build a better and greater Commonwealth

of Kentucky.
Sincerely yours,

Kelly Thompson
President



Evening Program, December 7

Q Ladies and gentlemen, we will officially begin this program with a
touch of flowers for the flowers which grew at Western during the
past football season, culminating in the champsionship of the Ohio

Valley Conference and Western's entry into the 1963 Tangerine Bowlg

e

following which, with"swgn greater sesmect. because-ofthe-events-of

the-pasi-iwammmeks, we will have the Flag Raising Ceremonies by the
— '-’_'-/f.‘

Pershing Rifle Color Guard and our National Anthem ke Mrs. Jeanette

—

Rider Sallee.7Z .o »{f._a K,o ¢ g A

Dedication statement--see attached

L/Introduction of Stage Guests: (see attached)
L

Comments on telegrams and letters of congratulations from across the
nation. See telegrams attached.

Read telegram from Governor Elect Edward T. Breathitt

Introduction of Lt. GovernoriWilson W. Wyatt

(Make reference to date of January 6, 1960)



Introduction of Guests - Afternoon Program

Mr, Frank Cain and
Mr. Ben Johnson, Associated Architects, and Mrs. Cain and Mrs. Johnson

Department of Finance

Mr, David H. Pritchett, Commissioner, and Mrs. Pritchett

Other Members of the Department of Finance

Mr, W. T. McConnell, Chief, Engineering Staff, and Mrs. McConnell
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Hancock

Mr, and Mrs. LeRoy Murphy

Mr. and Mrs., Alex Twaryonas

Mr. Brucker Miller

Mr. and Mrs. Donald L. Armstrong
Mr., and Mrs. Milton Holloday

Mr, and Mrs. C. M. Tabor

Mr. C. W. Batey, Mechanical Engineer, and Mrs. Batey

Mr, John R, Wilkie, Structural Engineer, and Mrs. Wilkie

Mr, Charles D. Wade, Mechanical Engineer, and Mrs, Wade

Mr. Thomas W, Waldron, Jr., Mechanical Engineer, and Mrs. Waldron

Mr. S. J. Clark, President, Clark Construction Company, General Contractor,
and Mrs. Clark

Mr. G. Von Anderson, Construction Superintendent, Clark Construction Company,
and Mrs. Anderson

Other State Officials

Judge John B. Palmore, Court of Appeals, and Mrs. Palmore
Mr, Walter Herdman, Court of Appeals, and Mrs. Herdman
Mr. Emerson Beauchamp, Commissioner of Agriculture
Mr, Mack Sisk, Director of Industrial Promotion, and Mrs. Sisk
Mr, Field McChesney, Departmentiof Public Information, and Mrs. McChesney
Mr. J. David Francis, Chairman, Public Service Commission, and Mrs. Francis
Mr, J. Paul Hunter, District Engineer, State Department of Highways, and
Mrs. Hunter



Stage Participants - Evening Program

Mr. Ben Johnson)
) Associated Architects
Mr. Frank Cain )

Frankfort Officials

Mr, David H, Pritchett, Commissioner of Finance
Mr. W. T. McConnell, Chief, Engineering Staff
Mr. Brucker Miller, Engineering Staff

Mr. Carl Hancock, Engineering Staff

Mr, LeRoy Murp'hy, Engineering Staff

Mr., Alex Twaryonas, Engineering Staff

Mr, Milton Holloday

Mr. C. M. Tabor, Purchases

Mr, Emerson Beauchamp, Commissioner of Agriculture

Mr. John R. Wilkie, Struciural Engineer
Mr. C. W. Batey, Mechanical Engineer

Mr. Charles D, Wade, Mechanical Engineer

“Mzr., Thomas W. Waldron, Jr., Mechanical Engineer

Mr. S. J. Clark, President, Clark Construction Company, General
Contractor

Mr. G. Von Anderson, Construction Superintendent, Clark Construction
Company ;

Representing Bowling Green and Warren County

Mayor R. D, Graham

Mayor Elect James Topmiller

Judge Basil Griffin



Building Committee

Mr. L. T. Smith

Mr. Dero Downing, Chairman, Dedication Committee
Mr, Robert Cochran

Mr, Owen Lawson

Dr. Thomas J. Stone

Dr. Raymond L. Cravens
Dr. Paul G. Hatcher

Lt. Colonel Grover G. Smith
Mr. Charles A. Keown

Mr, Ted Hornback

Mr. Nick Denes

Dr, Russell Miller

Mr. E. A, Diddle

Board of Regents

Regent Wendell P, Butler
Regent Hugh Poland
Regent Douglas Keen
Regent Bemis Lawrence
Regent Gerald Edds
Regent Maxey B. Harlin

Regent J. T. Gilbert



Transcript of Radio Broadcast

Dedication of the Academic-Athletic Building and the E. A. Diddle Arena

i

Radio Announcer:

"Pomp and Circumstance"

Radio Announcer:

Western Kentucky State College
December 7, 1963

Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen, from Bowling
Green, Kentucky, where Radio Station WLBJ is proud to be
on hand for the dedication of the new Academic-Athletic Build-
ing and the E. A. Diddle Athletic Arena here on the campus of
our local college. Now, this afternoon's program will high-
light the dedication of the new Academic-Athletic Building. To-
night it will be the dedication of the E. A. Diddle Arena at

6:30,

At the present time the Western brass ensemble, under
the direction of Mr. Bennie Beach, is playing as the choral
group has moved into this huge structure of Western Kentucky
State College; and now, ladies and gentlemen, the academic
procession has begun, and the faculty and visiting dignitaries
are moving into the giant enclosure here on the campus of
Western Kentucky State College. Immediately following
"Pomp and Circgmstances, '"" by the brass ensemble, we will

have the Choral Invocation--'""The Lord's Prayer,' under the

direction of the Western choir director, Mr. Ohm Pauli. .

Choral Invocation--""The Lord's Prayer' . ... ...ttt nnrainonas Malotte



Radio Announcer:

At this time, ladies and gentlemen, we will take you to
the stage in the middle of the Arena, where the dedication
proceedings will take place. But right now, the faculty of
Western Kentucky State College 1s moving into this great
structure. The processional 1s entering from one of the upper
tier doors in this giant enclosure. a beautiful building, here
on the campus of Western Kentucky State College. As the
procession moves along slowly, directly in front of our broad-
casting location here at the College, 1t will come down the
stairs to our right, and then the dignitaries, including the
Governor of Kentucky, the Honorable Bert Combs, will go to
the stage. Dr. Kelly Thompson, President of Western Kentucky
State College, 1s now moving down to our right, ladies and
gentlemen, followed by the Governor of our state. The pro-
cession, right now, ladies and gentlemen, 1s moving directly
in front of our broadcasting spot at Western Kentucky State
College, and as the academic procession moves on down the
floor, we will proceed with the cermonies here this afternoon,
dedicating the new Academic-Athletic Building; and then to-
night we would like to extend a cordial invitation for you to be
on hand for the ded‘jcatlon of the E. A Diddle Arena. The
academic procession is very colorful as the professors and
the heads of the departments at Western Kentucky State Coliege
are moving onto the basketball floor at the present time, where

they will be seated for the dedication cermony this afternoon.
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Dr. Kelly Thompson:

Ladies and gentlemen, the Western faculty has just moved
in as the Western brass ensemble, under the direction of
Mr. Bennie Beach, played '"Pomp and Circumstance.' And,
now, we will pick up the Western choir under the direction of
Mr. Ohm Pauli.

Ladies and gentlemen, that was the Western choir under
the direction of Mr. Ohm Pauli, singing "The Lord's Prayer."
At this time we will have the introduction of the platform guests
to the crowd gathered here in the Arena. Now, ladies and gentle-

men, here is Dr. Kelly Thompson.

Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen, and welcome to the
formal dedication of the Academic-Athletic Building and the E.
A.Diddle Arena of Western Kentucky State College. [ would
like to read a statement which I think expresses fully the feel-
ing of the College at this hour:

"All who love Western and who are interested in its pro-
gress cherish this day of dedication of the magnificent Academic-
Athletic Building and E. A. Diddle Arena. We are both humble
and happy, because it marks an extraordinary milestone in the
life and development of our College and brings to Western the
realization of a dr’iearn in which many people have participated.

"This multi-purpose building which we dedicate opens a
new era of academic, athletic, and cultural possibilities for

the entire geographic area. The building's architectural

-3 .



expression 1s, we think, symbolic of the impact which 1t will
have upon our college program, its physical proportions are
symbolic of the size of the challenge which lies before all of
us who are interested in the education of our youth. Its beauty
is symbolic of the opportunity which we have here and which
will be felt throughout Kentucky to blend the ufilitarian with
the aesthetic.

"The creation of this building would have been impossible
without the united thinking and cooperation of many people in
positions of responsibility. To identify here all who have aided
in i1ts accomplishment would be 1impossible; but to each Western's
gratitude 1s expressed and, in the expressing, is felt overwhelm-
ingly. On behalf of the Board of Regents, the alumni, the
faculty, and the student body, [ extend Western's deepest appre-
ciation to every person who has aided in any manner in bringing
this great facility to reality. To all who gather for the dedication
here this afternoon and tonight, Western extends its warmest
welcome. We are honored to be with you on the memorable
occasion and to have you with us. It 1s our hope that you will
return, and return, as this facility 1s put to use to build a better
and greater Commionwealth of Kentucky "

Although, as [ have said, it 1s impossible to identify all
who have aided in the creation of this unusual academic-athletic
facility . if you will allow me, I would like to point out a few.

The foremost among these will be introduced to you later as

w o



the speaker of this occasion. All who sit on this stage--as well
as many in the audience--have worked so intimately and so
diligently in bringing this building to reality, [ would like to
present to you at this time the stage guests.

Starting on my left, next to Governor Bert Combs, 1s
Regent Maxey B. Harlin, then Regent Bemis Lawrence, Regent
Gerald Edds, and Regent J. T. Gilbert--Dr. Gilbert, who is
assuming office today, succeeds former Regent Owen Hammonds
of Louisville.

On my right, next to Dean Raymond Cravens, who will
present to you the chief speaker, is Mr. Wendell P. Butler,
Chairman of our Board of Regents and retiring Superintendent
of Public Instruction, followed by Regent Hugh Poland, Regent
Douglas Keen, Dr. Merrill W. Schell, president of the Western
Alumni Association, and Mr. Carson Culler, one of the speakers
of this afternoon. Let's recognize the front row so they can sit
down and we can see the back row.

Immediately back of these distinguished gentlemen, [
present to you men who are either on the program this afternoon
or who are members of the Building and Dedication Committee:
Dr. Wilson E. Wobpd, Mr. L. T, Smith, chairman of the Build-
ing Committee, Dr. Thomas J. Stone, Lt. Col. Grover C.
Smith, Mr. Nick Denes, Mr. Owen Lawson; and to my righ't in
the back row, Mr. Robert Cochran, Dr. Paul G, Hatcher, Mr.
Ted Hornback, Mr. Charles A. Keown, Dr. Russell Miller, and

= B



Mr., Dero Downing, general chairman of this Dedication
Committee.

I would like to present to you some of the distinguished
guests who are in the audience. First, I present to you the
architects who designed this building. We asked the architects
to design a building with the central part forming an arena, and
the bulk of the space to be devoted to classrooms and supperting
space for academic departments. Their reply was that they
thought such a multi-purpose building was feasible. We asked
them about a circular building and whether such a design would
eliminate wasted space. Their preliminary sketches provided
the answer. Then we asked, '""Can you give us this combination
and beauty, too?'" They said that they could, and they did,
magnificently!

I present to you, with great pride, Mr. Ben Johnson of
Owensboro, and Mr. Frank Cain of Bowling Green, and their
wives, Mrs. Johnson and Mrs. Cain. I would like to present
to you the Commissioner of Finance of the Commonwealth of
Kentucky, who has made a great contribution of his time and
of his efforts in helping us bring this building to this point of
dedication, and we are glad to have him and Mrs. Pritchett
with us. Mr. David H. Pritchett, will you and Mrs. Pritchett
please stand?

I wish that we could present everyone individually,

but in the interest of good taste, we will forego that pleasure.
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I would like to present to you now other members of the Depart-
ment of Finance who honor us today with their presence--please
stand and remain standing--Mr, W. T. McConnell, chief of the
Engineering Staff, and Mrs. McConnell; Mr. and Mrs. Carl
Hancock, Mr. and Mrs. LeRoy Murphy, Mr. and Mrs. Alex
Twaryonas, Mr. Brucker Miller, Mr. and Mrs. Donald L.
Armstrong, Mr. and Mrs. Milton Holloday, and Mr. and Mrs.
C. M. Tabor.

I know this is somewhat out of line, but I am going to
ask Mr. Brucker Miller to stand again. He has been with us
in the mud and in the sunshine more than anybody else, and
his help has been invaluable. Now, the architects had, of
course, to depend.upon some great engineers other than those
in the Engineering Division of Kentucky; and they had great
engineers. I present now, Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Batey, Mr.
and Mrs. John R, Wilkie, Mr., and Mrs. Charles D. Wade,
and Mr. and Mrs. Thomas W. Walden, Jr. Mr. Wilkie is
the structural engineer; Mr. Batey, Mr. Wade, and Mr.
Walden are the mechanical engineers.

Then we had to have somebody who is capable of building
this great facility, and we had a fine company. I present to
you now Mr. S. J. Clark--that's Si Clark--president of the
Clark Construction Company, and Mrs. Clark; and Mr. D. Von

Anderson, the superintendent and Mrs. Anderson.
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We have some other State Officials to whom we certainly
want to say a special word of welcome. If [ may ask this group
to stand at this time, wherever you may be: Judge John S.
Palmore, of the Court of Appeals, and Mrs. Palmore; Mr.
Walter Herdman, Assistant Attorney General, and Mrs.
Herdman; Mr. Emerson Beauchamp, Commissioner of Agri-
culture; Mr, Mack Sisk, Director of Industrial Promotion, and
Mrs. Sisk; Mr. Field McChesney, Department of Public Infor-
mation, and Mrs. McChesney; Mr. J. David Francis, Public
Service‘ Commission, and Mrs. Francis; and Mr. J. Paul
Hunter, District Engineer of the State Highway Department.

Representing the city of Bowling Green and Warren
County, we would like to present to you Mayor R, D. Graham
and Mrs. Grah.am, Mayor Elect James Topmiller and Mrs.
Topmiller, Judge Basil Griffin, and Judge Robert M. Coleman
and Mrs. Colemasan.

And then, we get down to the truly important people who
are gathered here this afternoon, and this constitutes a group
of wives. [ would like to present to you first, my own wife and
the wives of the members of the Board of Regents-- Mrs.

Kelly Thompson, Mrs. Bemis Lawrence, Mrs. Hugh Poland,
Mrs. Douglas Kéen, Mrs. Gerald Edds, Mrs. Maxey B. Harlin,
and Mrs. J. T. Gilbert. ['l]l ask now that the wives of the Build-
ing Committee stand: Mrs. L. T. Smith, Mrs. Dero Dox;vning,
Mrs. IRobert Cochran, Mrs. Owen Lawson, Mrs. Thomas J.

Stone, Mrs. Raymond L. Cravens, Mrs. Paul G. Hatcher,
- -



Mrs. Grover C. Smith, Mrs. Charles A. Keown, Mrs. Ted
Hornback, Mrs. Billy Smith, Mrs. Nick Denes, and Mrs. E.
A. Diddle--Mr. Diddle is occupying a seat of honor on the
front row. Let's recognize these folks. I am going to ask
Mrs. Wilson Wood, Mrs. Merrill Schell, and Mrs. Carson
Culler, whose husbands are on the platform, and everybody
else sitting in the special section and who hasn't been recog-
nized, will you please stand?

You have been given a dedication program as you entered
the building, and I am sure that all of you have noticed the
center spread. It will be my pleasure now, as you will have
indicated from this program, to present to you an outstanding
member of our senior class, an outstanding football player,
and an outstanding gentlemen--Mr. Carson Culler, who will

represent the student body.

Mr. Carson Culler: President Thompson, Governor Combs, distinguished
guests, fellow students, ladies and gentlemen: Western is
experiencing an exciting period of growth. This growth is
so phenomenal that we students have to pinch ourselves some-
times to make sure that we are not just dreaming. Students
who enrolled in i960 have seen the enrollment more than
double in the last four years. Not only has our school experi-
enced.growth in enrollment; Western has kept faith with a;.
massive building program. Much credit for the success of
Western lies within its strong, dedicated, and well-trained

-9 .



faculty and administration. Their efforts have borne fruit in
a large measure through the leadership and direction provided
by our president, Dr. Kelly Thompson.

This man has been the leader, the guiding light that has
shown the way, and the light that shall continue to show the way
in the future. Every student in the College respects, admires,
and loves this man's dedication to Western. Dr. Kelly Thompson,
the students of Western salute you for your neverending en-
deavors to make Western what it is today. We are honored
to be students under your guidance. This Academic-Athletic
Building and E. A. Diddle Arena will. throughout the years,
be a monumental example of your diligent efforts.

Rega.rdle.ss of whether we are native Kentuckians, or
whether we hail from distant states, Western has been better
known to us than have other Kentucky colleges, mostly be-
cause of Coach E. A. Diddle and his colorful career in the
field of athletics. He has served Western long and raised it
to heights of glory. Few schools of our size can claim so
many honors, and no other basketball coach has a record
that compares with his. This Arena, which will be dedicated
in his honor tonight, is a memorial to Mr. Diddle, and one
well deserved. The Academic~Athletic Building and E. A.
Diddle Arena is one of the eleven structures which have been
completed in the last three years, or will be completed in the

near future. It stands apart, however, from the other buildings

w 10 =



Dr. Thompson:

Dr. Wilson E. Wood:

- -its beauty and magnificence are almost breath-taking.
Mr. Diddle, the student body takes great pleasure in

this dedication, for you have been an inspiration to all of us.
This building means a great deal to us. It is a symbol of the
college which we are attending. When our friends and rela-
tives visit the campus, we will point with pride to this building,
telling them of the man whose name it bears. In years to come,
as we look back on our college life, we will be proud to know

that we were part of Western's greatest period of growth.

The Dedication Committee selected the head of the
English Department to represent the faculty, and it is with
great pride that I present to you now Dr. Wilson E. Wood,

representing the faculty

President Thompson, ladies and gentlemen: I like to
believe that my experience of this building began thirty-three
years ago. At that time | was staying in a little room on top
of the Hill, near the "Old Red Barn,' which you will find pic-
tured in your program. During that year 1 seldom left the
Hilltop. My means of recreation was chiefly of strolling the
paths of the campus, or viewing the scenery stretching from
the Hilltop. My"_favorlte hour was that between sunset and
darkness. My fla.vorit’e spot was the steps of the;. Administra-
tion Building. There I spent many evenings. watching some-
times the glorious sunsets, followed by shifting shadows, as

houses, fields, farms, and highways blended into a great pool
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of darkness.

Occasionally, I was joined by a casual passerby if the
scenery was especilally good. There was one, however, we
would hardly call casual, or a passerby. If [ remained long
in that spot, I was very likely to see him. He presented a
strong, somewhat imperial figure as he strode from the build-
ing to his car parked at the steps below. Thoughthe hour was
generally late for leaving one's office, he was not hurried; and
he would stop and, somewhat in the same pose as that repre-
sented by his statute in front of Cherry Hall, he would peer
down the Hill and across the valley and into the distances
beyond. I suspected then, and I know now, that he was seeing
far more than I could see. He was watching thousands of
students come streaming in on 31-W, 68, and 231; he was
watching structures of stone, brick, and steel rise from the
grassy slopes around the brow of the Hill. The stately columns
of the Kentucky Building were already well formed in his mind
and soon to be transferred to the drawing board. I like to be-
lieve also that, far to the left, he could see the dim outlines of
the dormitory complex; back to his right, next to the Kentucky
Building, the beautiful State Hall, and in the center of the picture
a great round dome of a magnificent structure--this building
which we dedicate today.

Since November 13, 1961, I have watched this building

take shape and take upon itself a beauteous form. During the
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recent months, I have experienced this building as a threefold
thing. I see it as a culmination in reality of that vision seen
long ago. 1 see it as a monument to the strength and wisdom

of our present leadership, and I see it as a symbol of what is
to be. [ am glad that our leaders kept in mind the dual purpose
of the College when they planned and named this building, and
it has come to mean to me in its well-rounded form a symbol
of the sort of education which Western provides and shall con-
tinue to provide.

If I may, I would like to enlarge upon the famous defi-
nition of a school as a student on one end of a log and a certain
teacher on the other, and say that thousands of students housed
in buildings such as this and taught by a faculty dedicated to the
proposition that ""The Spirit Makes the Master' constitute the
sort of college that I believe in, the sort of college which this
building symbolizes, the sort of college that Western is today,
and shall be tomorrow,

President Thompson, Governor Combs, the leadership
which you have provided and this building which you have fur-
nished are a great challenge to Western's faculty. We accept
that challenge, and we pledge to you that so long as you provide
such leadership, and so long as you furnish such buildings, we
shall deliver to you an educational program of which you and all

Kentuckians may be proud.
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Dr. Thompson: We are now honored to have the representative of the
Alumni Association, and I believe that the Committee could
not have chosen more wisely than to have selected the presi-
dent of that group. He is Dr. Merrill W. Schell of Owensboro,
Kentucky, and it 1s with pleasure that [ present him to you to

represent the alumni. Dr. Schell.

Dr.Merrill W.Schell: President Thompson, Governor Combs, members of the
Board of Regents, faculty and student body of Western Kentucky
State Coalegeu ladies and gentlemen: It is a great privilege to
represent Western alumni everywhere in the dedication of this
great edifice--a building uniquely prepared for the task of the
preparation of the youth of Kentucky, and of the Nation, for the
great problems that lie ahead. As Western moves forward in
its quest for superiority in higher education, this material
improvement in the facilities of the College emphasizes the
centralism of mental and physical development. Noting thereby
that greatness can be accomplished only by concomitant progress
in both of these key areas, how fitting it was that this monumen-
tal task was initiated on November 15, 1961, Founders Day at
Western. The birthday of the immortal founder of Western,

D¥. H, H. Cherr’yi was certainly the 1ideal moment for this
auspicious step forward on the path to greatness.
Western alumni everywhere join in praise and apprecia-

tion of the tremendous vision and energy evidenced by our



dynamic president, Dr. Kelly Thompson, who, with the aid of
a dedicated faculty and a loyal student body, convinced the
Board of Regents and the Governor of Kentucky of the great
need for this spectacular structure. We alumni are deeply
indebted not only to all of the key people who figured promi-
nently in the planning and direction of this Academic-Athletic
Building, but also to all friends of Western everywhere, who
by their devotion and support have helped to make this dream
a reality.

Nox.:v, just over two years since ground-breaking day,
Western alumni everywhere are pausing to contemplate the
future of this great College, for the horizon of yesterday
is the foreground of tomorrow, and the pursuit of greatness
is in the very life blood of the administration, faculty, student
body, and the alumni of the institution. With the continued
support of the State Administration and of the Board of Regents,
more, and possibly even greater, steps on the pathway to excel-
lence in higher education at Western will come in the bright
future of the College. For, who among us at Western twenty
years ago could have invisioned the spectacular growth, physi-
cally and intellectually, in our College? --a growth which we
have been privilegéd to witness as proud alumni through these
years.

The spirit of Western abides with us today in this dedi—
cation exercise. Wherever Western alumni may be throughout
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Dr.

Mr.

Thompson:

Maxey B.Harlin:

the world, this dynamic force exists at this very moment.
The revolutionary new facility on our campus ensures that
Western's spirit will produce more and more Masters in the
yvears to come, and that for the young men and women of the
Commonwealth of Kentucky, there will be LIFE, MORE LIFE,

I thank vou.

The College, in a large measure, is only a reflection of
its board of control. Western is fortunate, very fortunate in-
deed, to' have as members of this Board of Regents, outstanding,
successful, professional, and business men. [ want publicly
to express appreciation to the Board of Regents for the magnifi-
cent help which they have given, not only in bringing into reality
this building, but all other improvements for which Western is
striving and has striven. And, now, to represent the Board of
Regents, we have the pleasure of hearing from a local attorney
and one of the finest Board Members any college has ever had,

Mr. Maxey B, Harlin.

Governor Combs, President Thompson, Mr. Diddle,
distinguished platform guests, distinguished guests of the
College, and ladies and gentiemen: As man's intellect in-
creases, 1t 'becorrit:s almost as limitless as space, and as
timeless as eternity. We marvel at Professor Einstein and

his miracles in mathematics. As we know, he used by way

of tools little more than a piece of chalk and a blackboard.
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It was from the fruition of this great mind, and from the great
minds of others, that brought into reality the awesomeness of
atomic energy and the practicality of the man-made satellite.

When history called for an astronaut to circle the earth
and to make a vision become a reality, the scientists have
found that minds alone are not enough. Physical stamina and
intellects must wittingly form an insoluble partnership. The
frailty of the human body had for the first time in history of
mankind become of paramount concern in the overall field of
science itself. Now, this partnership 1s not the product of
meaningless convenience, or the relationship usually associ-
ated between work and play, it 1s truthfully the product of
centuries of progress. To those who are our neighbors,
Western means education. We here in Bowling Green, and
in surrounding environs, know that Western is not only edu-
cation,; it is life itself.

This building is symbolic of our modern space age.
The building itself is symbolic of the A-plus-A requirements
of our time? It is befitting that the academic-athletic program
of Western be centered in the dramatic architecture of this
great structure ; The Board of Regents takes great pride, along
with the entire school, in this dedication. We are indeed most
appreciative of the support of all of you and of your enthusiasm.

Thank 'you.

Western Choir=-"Alleluia' . .. ... ... . e i e Thompson



Dr. Thompson: I would like to express appreciation to this fine choir
under the direction of Mr. Pauli. We will hear from them
again tonight in the mass number which will be one of the
features of the evening program.

I present to you now, Dr. Raymond Cravens, Dean of
the College. [ always present Dr. Cravens with great pride,
because I share the opinion of many others, that he 1s one of
the very best in the country, a.na 1t will be his honor to intro-

duce our speaker of the occasion. Dr. Cravens,

Dr. Raymond L. Cravens: Dr. Thompson, distinguished stage guests, members
of the Board of Regents, faculty and staff, student body,
ladies and gentlemen: Western Kentucky State College is
indeed honored today to have as its principal speaker for this
dedicatory program, Kentucky's first citizen, a man who is
assured of historical recognition as one of Kentucky's greatest
Governors. During his administration, our State Government
not only has been dedicated to the building of a greater Kentucky;
his has been a government which literally has been taken to the
people of Kentucky. Time does not permit today the enumera-
tion of his many achievements and recognitions. Permit me
to observe, however, that during his tenure in office, first
things have been given paramount emphasis.

The building which we dedicate here today is a symbol

of firI5t priority which our speaker has placed upon the ad-
vancement of Kentucky education--at all of its many levels.
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Governor Bert Combs:

This emphasis has been the first crusade of our Governor,

not only because of the importance of education to the develop-
ment of a greater Kentucky but, fundamentally, because of

his belief that education is the basis of democracy. In intro-
ducing our speaker of the afternoon, I know that you will want
to join me in an expression of appreciation for his leadership,
and for this opportunity again to welcome him to Western as
our honored guest. Ladies and gentlemen, the Governor of

Kentucky, the Honorable Bert Combs. Governor Combs.

Dr. Cravens, President Thompson, my fellow
Kentuckians, and distinguished visitors: During the last
three years and a lot of months, | have dedicated everything
from a sawmill to a store room, and I am glad that on this
day, the last dedication cermony 1n which [ will participate,
we are dedicating the most spectacular, the most beautiful,
and, [ think, the biggest facility that I have seen dedicated
in Kentucky in the last four years. [ came down here with
Wendell Butler, who, many of you know, is a graduate of
this school. He has recently been elected as Commissioner
of Agriculture, and he is trying to talk like a farmer. For
instance, when we were looking in the bulletin about this

structure and about the size of 1t, he said, '""Well, it sure

would hold a lot of corn. '’

Il agreed.
Of course, it 1s the finest facility of this nature that

has been constructed in Kentucky, and I have an idea anywhere
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else, in a great many years. I like to think that Kentucky is
coming of age. I like to think it has grown up from the knee
breeches of adolescence to the long pants of progressive
adulthood. Nowhere is that fact more evident than on the
campus of Western Kentucky State College and in the event
we are celebrating today--that is, the dedication of this spec-
tacular facility.

I think it is most fitting that the E. A. Diddle Arena
will be dedicated to the memory and as recognition of Coach
Ed Diddle, I heard some people talking about Coach Diddle
many years ago, even before I knew him, and they were
wondering what it was that made him tick. One of them said,
"Well, I just can't understand it. He doesn't look like much,
he says the wrong things, he does the wrong things, all of his
methods are unorthodox, but still he is the most winning

" Later I discovered what | think must

coach in America.
make him tick. I discovered that Mrs. Diddle is part Combs.
We have run our family trees back, and we are distant cous-
ins. In my judgment, the thing that makes Coach Diddle tick
best is Loouise Combs Diddle. But this is, Coach, a great
monument to a man who has dedicated so many years of his
life to helping the youth of this area of Kentucky--in fact all
of Kentucky--to realize the great potential of which it is

capable.
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The College, I think, is a spectacular example of the
progress which Kentucky is achieving. It is an example of
the acceleration and development which Kentucky has experi-
enced in many fields, Let me give you some very brief
figures. During the last eight years the enrollment of this
College has grown from 1,600 to 5,900, in round figures.
You have constructed almost twelve million dollars worth of
buildings since 1956. Your budget has increased from about
a million and a half dollars to more than three million dollars,
and I say that is a good investment in the youth of Kentucky.
I make no apologies. I make no apology in asking the people
of Kentucky to make the necessary sacrifices that we can
realize the great potential in the youth to which Coach Diddle
has dedicated his life. And, to the great credit of the people
of Kentucky, I am proud, as I think you are proud, that they
have willingly accepted those sacrifices; and every survey
and every expression of public opinion taken in this state in
the last ten years shows that education--education of your
children and mine--is the thing closest to the hearts of
Kentucky people. That is the reason I know, beyond all
doubt, that Ker?.t.ucky is on i1ts way to becoming a great and
a modern statef, to assuming its proper position of leader-
ship in the age of space.

It 1s also a great pleasure to me to participate in this

dedication with those responsible for the remarkable
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development of this College. Dr. Thompson, the president,
has paralleled the intensive growth of the institution, with
your enlightened Board of Regents, great faculty, dedicated
alumni, and, I think as important as anything else, friends
of Western Kentucky.

Without detracting from the records of your former
distinguished presidents, and you have had very illustrious
presidents, let me make this brief observation about Kelly
Thompson. You know, I've got three days to go, and I can
say anything [ want to, without anybody having much chance
to retaliate. The Governor frequently finds it necessary to
jab the chiefs of government agencies to keep them moving,
and moving fast enough, but our problem with Kelly Thompson
has just been the reverse. The problem has been to restrain
him toa reasonable pace, but we haven't restrained him to a
reasonable pace; consequently, this great institution has
grown under his leadership, not only to one of the best in
Kentucky, but to one of the outstanding institutions in
America. We are most fortunate that Kelly Thompson came
along at the right time, in order to provide the leadership
necessary for this institution. A college that is imbued with
the vitality of Western cannot be content with the status quo.
It cannot stand still; it must be forever changing and grc;wing
--not only in size, but in the quality and in character. Its

impact of force is felt not only by its students and its faculty
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- -1t 1s felt by the community of Bowling Green, and by Warren
County, and by all the communities throughout Kentucky. Dr.
Thompson, a representative of this College, has a hand in
most of the worthy causes for the development of this area

in Kentucky: In the seminars and conferences on this campus;
in showing students, administrators, and teachers how to
disseminate learning more effgctively through teaching,
through research, and through service; in helping Western

to carry out its obligations to the people of this region, of
this state, and of this Nation. However, there are dangers
as well as satisfactions in eminent achievements. Those are
the dangers that thrive in complacency. No educational insti-
tution is so good that it cannot be better, as no individual, and
no other unit of any kind, is so good that it cannot be better;
and 1f satisfaction is accomplished to outweigh concern for
what still remains to be done, then the institutions will be in
danger of the times.

Western, like its sister State Colleges and the
University, faces a great challenge, a challenge to be allied
in the great population explosion which is all around us and
will be for the next several years. It is an explosion which
has produced a tidal wave of new college students in Kentucky,
and everyone of those students 1s entitled to a college educa-

tion if he has the ability and the desire to absorb it,
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Presently we have 29,000 students in the state-sup-
ported institutions of Kentucky. This number is expected
to increase to 40, 000 in just two years. More and more
state-supported schools are being called upon to quench this
thirst for knowledge. Just seven years ago the state-supported
schools accommodated 46 1/2 percent of Kentucky's college
enrollment. This year 54 percent of Kentucky's college students
are in state-supported institutions of learning. The trend will
continue to increase, because 1t appears that the private
colleg;s are going to be financially unzable to meet all of the
needs generated by the great increase in the number of students.
This year, for instance, Kentucky high schools graduated
28, 389 students. Next year, they are expected to graduate
approximately 36,000. You and I, this College, this Board
of Regents, and the other colleges across Kentucky have an
obligation to see that young men and women have an oppor-
tunity to obtain a college education. We must command the
support and enthusiasm of those who feel deeply about the
future of the State and about the educational program of
Kentucky. The children we are educating will live in an in-
creasingly turbulent and demanding world. Conditions call
for the best eduéarion that these young people can possibly
be provided. Anything less than the best will not be nearly
good enough. We must operate at peak performance; we must

be willing to make sacrifices; we must be able to avoid the
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temptation of excess leisure. In brief, we must be willing
to work and to sacrifice, in order that we get the job done.
Advancement of education in Kentucky is not merely a matter
of justice to our children, or even to the underpaid teachers
and the faculty members; the very strength and adequacy of
our educational system, more than ever before, is an abso-
lute necessity for survival as a free people amidst the

furors and the conflicts of a nuclear age.

PSince this is my last appearance as Governor before
many of you, let me take this opportunity to thank you for
your courtesy, your kindness, your tolerance, and your co-
operation with me during the last four years. You people
have been kinder and more tolerant and more understanding
than I have had any right to expect, and if I have accomplished
a little something as Governor, it is because I have had the
cooperation and tolerance of people like you. The future of
this state depends upon an enlightened leadership. I don't
mean leadership by Governors, by Presidents, by Colleges,
or by Boards of Regents. Leaders of that kind are necessary,
of course, and we must have them; but I am talking about
leadership from“_folks like you--people who have the energy
and the ability and the intelligence to provide an enlightened
leadership.

If I may paraphrase the words of Goldsmith, I be-

lieve it was. ''Governors may come and Governors may
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Dr.

Thompson:

fade, a breath may make them as a breath has them, but an
enlightened citizen 1s the cowmntry'’s pride. and if it should
ever be destroyed, it will never be supplied." So I am ask-
ing you people, including those of you who don't hold any
positions--and I won't hold one after three days--to provide
the leadership and the support and the cooperation with people
like Kelly Thompson and this Board of Regents and the next
Governor and the next officials ex:-erywhere to make certain
that we do provide a better Kentucky for our children.

In conclusion, it is my great pleasure and honor to
participate in the dedication of this magnificent new facility
to the greater development and the more extensive applica-
tion of knowledge, to the physical development of our young

people through athletics, and to the service of all of the

people of Kentucky. Thank you very much.

The evening program will start promptly at 6:30,
and we do hope that all of you will be in your seats, because
we think that you will enjoy every moment of what is to occur
tonight. May I call your attention to an announcement printed
in the center spread in your program, which is an invitation
for you to tour this building and inspect all of the various
facilities which have been incorporated in it. We have
guides, and we have hostesses in the classrooms, in the
d.r-eSSJ.ﬁg rooms, and you are free to go anywhere in the

building. As most of you know, it 1s made of two levels
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--you are on the ground floor; the upper level is where the
lobby 1s. It has a corridor encircling the entire building
with classrooms, seminar rooms, and other facilities. The
ground floor has the swimming pool on the left, an auxiliary
gymnasium on the right, and many classrooms in between.
We do hope that you will see this building.

In a few moments we will have the benediction. Be-
fore we do that, however, and if 1 may not be presumptuous,
I would like to ask Governor Combs if he will come back to
the microphone for a moment.

"Governor Combs, before you go back to Frankfort,
and before you hand your responsibilities over to your suc-
cessor, [ know that the faculty of this institution, the students
of this institution, and the alumni of this institution would
want me to express to you a very personal kind of apprecia-
tion. You have been, as all of us know, one of education's
greatest all-time friends, and within the broad scope of
friendship, vou have been one of Western's greatest all-time
friends. You have listened to us patiently, you have coun-
seled with us, you have helped us, and you have arranged
for us to get more money. All of these things have made it
possible for Wes:.‘rern to feel that it was meeting 1ts obliga-
tion in accepting the great challenge of 1963, of 1962, of
1961 and of 1960, and, on behalf of this entire College, be-

fore we close the program, I want you to know that I speak
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for all of us at Western, in extending you this very warm and

personal statement of appreciation. Thank you so much. "

Choral Benediction------- Western Choir, .
Dr. Thompson: We now stand adjourned.

Announcer: From the campus of Western Kentucky State College, you
have been listening to the afternoon dedication of the Academic-
Athletic Building and the E. A, Diddle Arena. We will be back
again toni’ght at 6.30 from the Western campus and the E. A,
Diddle Arena for the second part of the dedication program.

The evening program will be followed by the Western-Vanderbilt

game. Now [ return you to our studios.
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Radio Announcer:

Dr.

Kelly Thompson:

Dedication - Night Program

The platform dignitaries have moved cut onto the platform,
led by Dr. Kelly Thompson, Western's President, and Lt. Gov.
Wilson Wyatt. It was three years ago that Lieutenant Governor
Wyatt, when attending a basketball game here in the old gym,
made the remark that Western needed a new gym. The crowd
that night had the seams bursting on the old building, and now
three years later we are honored to have the Lieutenant
Governor of the state of Kentucky on hand to witness the cere-
monies at the E. A, Diddle Arena, and also to make some
remarks. As we said, the platform guests have moved onto
the platform, and the dedication ceremonies should be getting
under way in just a minute with the National Anthem, followed
by the flag raising cermony. Then a commentary on the E. A.
Diddle Arena will be made by Mr. Dero G. Downing, a member
of Coach Diddle's basketball teams here in the forties, pres-
ently a dean of the College. We have a big night planned for
you tonight, and right now, ladies and gentlemen, here is Dr.
Thompson.

Good evening, ladies and gentlemen, and welcome to the
second phase of the dedication of the fabulous Academic-
Athletic Building and the E. A, Diddle Arena at Western

Kentucky State College. We will officially begin this program
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Radio Announcer:

with a touch of flowers--for the flowers which grew at
Western during the past football season, culminating in the
championship of the Ohio Valley Conference and Western's
entry into the 1963 Tangerine Bowl, following which we will
have the flag raising ceremonies by the Pershing Rifle Color
Guard and our National Anthem, with the always-welcome
Mrs. Jeanette Rider Sallee returning to her Alma Mater as

the soloist.

Right now, ladies and gentlemen, after the remarks
from President Kelly Thompson, the cheerleaders are bring-
ing the flowers out onto the floor down to our left. The
Western band i1s seated under the stands down to our left,
while the cheerleaders are right now bringing the flowers out
onto the floor, and will bring them up to the platform directly
to our right as this complete dedication ceremony goes on
here at Western Kentucky State College, on this beautiful
dedication night. And now, the organist is playing "My Old
Kentucky Home, ' as the lovely lassies, the freshmen, and
the regular cheerleaders are bringing the flowers up onto the
platform directly to our right. They are being placed down
there, followed by:the Western Kentucky football squad, as
we are going to have a football presentation here tonight--
Joe Bugel and Harold Chambers, co-captains of the 1963

Topper tean that will be playing in the Tangerine Bowl; and
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we would like to report we will be on hand to bring you the
Tangerine Bowl football game. Many of the same sponsors that
have been with us throughout the season, foothall and basketball
wise, will also be on hand at Vanderbilt for the basketball tour-
nament; you can hear it all over WLBJ. And, right now, the
mammoth trophy that was awarded to the Western Kentucky
Hilltoppers at the close of this football season has been put on
the table directly to our right, and those who played so well for
Coach Nick Denes this year are now moving in and back of the
entire 1963 football squad,; and that applause you hear, ladies
and gentlemen, is for the Tangernine Bowl-bound Toppers. We
will wait just a minute now with the entire football squad lined
on both sides of the Arena here at the E. A. Diddle Arena, as
the color guard unit from the Western Kentucky State College
Pershing Rifle Group moves out onto the floor, attired tonight
very smartly in black boots, with the white trousers, white
shirts, and gleaming helmets, down to our left, as they move
out onto the floor. As Dr. Thompson has told yvou, Jeanette
Rider Sallee will sing our National Anthem. This young lady
has sung beautifully at many Western events in the past years.
The unit is out on the floor right now, and we are getting ready
for the procedure {-Lere at Western Kentucky State College. The
unit from the Pershing Rifles at Western moves out for the
flag-mounting ceremony here at the school tonight. Right

now the standard has been lowered from the roof of this beau-

tiful new gym. Ladies and gentlemen, as quickly as the flag
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is mounted on the staff that will be pulled to the roof of the
gym at the beautiful new E. A, Diddle Arena, Mrs. Szllee
will sing our National Anthem. The unit from the ROTC is
still mounting the flag directly over the big "W'" in the center
of this beautiful gym. And, now, the flag has been mounted
on the staff. The color bearers will be moving back, and the
band directly to our left, ladies and gentlemen, will be play-

ing our National Anthem.

National Anthern. « coww o cws s vue s w0 s e ¥ wEs W ¢ Wi B Flag Raising Ceremony
Soloist, Jeanette Rider Sallee Pershing Rifle Color Guard
Radio Announcer: Ladies and gentlemen, the flag has been pulled to the

roof of the gymnasium, and the Pershing Rifle Unit is start-
ing to move off the floor, in just a2 minute we will return you
to the platform directly at our right for comments on the E,
A. Diddle Arena, by Mr. Dero G. Downing, Dean of Admis-
sions of the College and also chairman of the Dedication
Committee. The unit 1s moving off now down to our left, and
in just a few seconds, Mr. Downing will be speaking to you
from the platform. Also, on the platform now with Lt. Gov.
Wilson Wyatt 1s Mr, E. A. Diddle coach of the Western
Kentucky State Hif'lt:oppe rs. This coach i1s being honored
here tonight by the naming of this beautiful arena, which will
be known hereafter as the E. A. Diddie Arena. And, now_..

ladies and gentlemen, once sgain here is President Kelly
Thompson.
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Dr.

Thompson:

I am confident that you noticed during the pause that
followed the raising of our colors to the roof of this build-
ing that our flag was lowered to half mast. L.adies and
gentlemen, the creation of this building, which puts Western
figuratively on its knees in a feeling of gratitude to all who
have helped bring it about, would have been impossible with-
out the thinking and cooperation of many people in positions
of responsibility throughout this Commonwealth. To identify
all who have aided in this accomplishment would be impossi-
ble; but to each, I express Western's gratitude on behalf of
all who love Western, and the expression is felt overwhelm-
ingly. On behalf of the Board of Regents, who are on stage
tonight; the alumni--scattered from the four corners of the
world; the faculty--one of the finest in the country; and the
grandest student body any college could wish for, I extend
Western's deepest appreciation to every person who has aided
in any manner in bringing this magnificent facility to reality.
To those of you who are gathered here now, and to those who
will be coming in during the next forty-five minutes, Western
extends its warmest welcome. We are honored to be with you
on this memorable occasion. It 1s our hope that you will come

"welcome mat of

back often, that you will remember the
Western''--an invisible one--is out at all times for all who

care; and that you will help us to plan and to utilize our time

at Western so that this magnificent edifice will truly be used
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Mr.

Dero G. Downing:

for the building of a better and greater Commonwealth of

Kentucky.

This afternoon we dedicated in a special ceremony with
Governor Combs as the speaker the Academic-Athletic Build-
ing, which houses the E. A. Diddle Arena. They are one and
the same, and yet they are different. This truly is an aca-
demic and an athletic building, and following the game tonight,
I hope you will take advantage of touring the building to view
all aspects of it. To tell you briefly something about the E.
A. D:delle Arena, however, it is with great pride that I pre-
sent to you Mr. Dero G. Downing, who has done a wonderful

job as chairman of the Committee on Dedication. Mr. Downing.

President Thompson, Governor Wyatt, distinguished
platform guests, ladies and gentlemen, Western friends: A
commentary on the E. A, Diddle Arena could hardly be given
without mentioning the great facility of which it is a vital part,
or without recognizing briefly those who are most responsible
for its existence

The formal dedication of the Academic-Athletic Build-
ing began at 1:30 today, with recognitions, tributes, and words
of praise d1rect'ecfl to all these who have contributed to bringing
it about. In all human affairs, there are efforts and there are
results, and 1t has long been established that the strength of

the effort is measured in the results. As this simple but

basic principle of human progress is applied to this great
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educational facility, we can only praise and admire the efforts
which have brought 1t into being. As we recognize the out-
standing efforts on the part of so many, and pay the tribute to
each of them which he so richly deserves, it is most fitting
that we pay a special tribute to the man who has provided the
leadership in the growth and progress marking Western's
development in recent years. Dr. Kelly Thompson has given
direction to a sound program of 1Iong range development which
18 bringing continuous improvements in Western's physical
plant, with this building typifying the vision which he pos-
sesses. Hs 1s a man who seeks lofty goals, realizing that
the greatest achievements were at first, and for a time, a
dream, and that dreams are the seedlings of reality. His
accomplishments give evidence to the fact that when one
pictures something clearly in his mind and entirely gives
himself to 1t, he can do seemingly impossible things. End-
less time might be spent in numbering others who have in
one manner or another contributed to the building of the
Academic-Athletic Building and the E. A. Diddle Arena,

but I shall direct your attention to only one other individual,
and only to say th_a.tr the entire commentary might well be
devoted to CoachlE, A. Diddle. Any expression at this time,
however, would only detract from the half-time ceremonigs
which will be given completely to honoring the greatest coach
in America.

o 35



The E. A. Diddle Arena is a commentary in itself. I
would do an injustice to the least observing of those who are
assembled here, if I failed to recognize that the Arena speaks
for itself. Its majestic beauty, multi-purpose design, and
stately grandeur are obvious to all. As we dedicate this
Arena this evening, let us envision the many ways in which
it will enrich the life of our College, our community, and
this entire geographic area.

The building will be put to such use by the faculty and
studentsl that the greatest benefits possible will be derived
as it contributes to the educational development and academic
progress of Western Kentucky State College. It is a facility
which will provide boundless cultural, educational, and re-
creational opportunities for all the pecple in the geographic
area in which Western strives so hard to serve. Dramatic
productions, lectures, and similar events will be held in this
arena to be enjoyed by a greater number and in more pleasant
surroundings than most of us dreamed possible a short time
ago.

When we view the Vanderbilt-Western basketball game
as the culminating event of this dedicatory program, we will
surely agree that the E. A. Diddle Arena has few peers in
the recreational advantages which it affords. Large numbers
will frequently enjoy the comforts of this arena as the excel-

lent sound system amplifies sensitive tones of beautiful music
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for our pleasure. Symbolic of the intellectual stimulation
and the asethetic delight which can be ours through the wise
utilization of this Arena, we now call upon the Western Choir,

under the direction of Mr. Ohm Pauli.
The Western Choir:

Mr. Downing: And hearlding of things to be, as the lives of so many
are enriched through music, the Western Band now performs

under the direction of Mr. Ed Knob.
The Western Band:

Mr. Downing: And finally--testimony to the accomplishments which
can be ours through the cooperative efforts of all the forces
within our community--the Western Choir joins the Bowling

Green Community Chorus, under the direction of Dr. Thomas

J. Stone.
Community Chorus--'"Hallelujah™. ........ .o Handel
Dr. Thompson: We are grateful for the many letters and telegrams

which have come from across the country on this occasion
of dedication. We Ihave three or four here that I think are
typical. I'd like to.; mention one from the Honorable William
H. Natcher, one from Mr. Owen C. Hammonds, retiring
member of the Board of Regents, and one from Mr. Ned

Irish, president of Madison Square Garden in New York.
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I have one, however, which [ will read, having chosen it
from all greetings that have come, and [ am sure that you
will enjoy 1t with me:

"On this notable occasion I offer you congratula-

tions from Frances and me, and also from my

future staff, and from fellow state officials.

This beautiful and exceptional building, devoted

to both scholarship and ath].etic.s, 1s a credit to

Western and all of Kentucky. It is evidence of

the wisdom and vision of Western's leaders, as

the devotion of Governor Combs and Lieutenant

Governor Wyatt to the cause of education; and I

offer special congratulations and personal best

wishes to all at Western, and to him for whom

your new Arena is named. May the Diddle towel

and Western fly high. " Signed Edward Breathitt

I would like to recognize as special guests for this
occasion, Coach Fred Clayton and the members of the
Caldwell County State Champion football team--one of our
neighbors--who have set such a high record this year.
They're in the audience, and we would like for them to stand.
I am sure you kriow that any time one starts to recognize
people, he does so at his own risk, and [ am sure also that
people_ are very generous, and since they are generous, I am

going to present to you tonight the people on stage. I wish
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that we had time to recognize each one of them individually,
because each one does deserve 1it.

First, I would like to present to you the people who
delved into the recesses of their imagination and research
and came up with this magnificent edifice. The two young
architects, who, in my opinion, have created on this ground
one of their greatest monuments: Mr. Ben Johnson of
Owensboro, and Mr. Frank Caiﬁ of Bowling Green. Will
you st;nd?

I present to you the Commissioner of Finance, who
has been of invaluable help to Western and to all who have
worked on this building in carrying out the very difficult
and complicated duties for which he is responsible--a
friend and an expert combined, Mr. David H. Pritchett,
Commissioner of Finance in the state of Kentucky. I
would like to present to you his chief assistants, Mr. W. T.
McConnell, chief of the Engineering Staff of the state of
Kentucky, whose help has been invaluable, and Mr. Brucker
Miller, who has been the Frankfort representative here
working directly with us and who has done such a maginfi-
cent job

I present ‘now Mr. Carl Hancock, of the Engineering
Staff, Mr. LeRoy Murphy., of the Engineering Staff, Mr,.Alex
Twaryonas, of the Engineering Staff, Mr. Milton Holloday,

of the Engineering Staff, Mr. C. M. Tabor of Purchases,
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and Mr. Emerson Beauchamp. Commissioner of Agriculture.
Working with the architects of course and of the greatest
importance are the engineers  With us tonight are both the
structural and the mechanical engineers. Mr. John R.
Wilkie, Mr C. W DBatey, Mr Charles D. Wade, and Mr.
Thomas W. Waldron, Jr

Mr S. J Clark, president of the Clark Construction
Company of Owensboro, and his Ivace---premden{ and constru-
tion superintendent, Mr. G. Von Anderson. They built the
building!

Representing the city of Bowling Green and Warren
County on stage tonight are Mayor R, D. Graham, Mayor-
Elect James Topmaller, and Judge Basil Griffin. Members
of the Building Commattee, to whom the President owes un-
dying thanks for the countless hours which they sat in
conference Mr. L. T. Smith, chairman Mr. Dero Downing,
Mr. Robert Cochran, Mr Owen Lawson Dr Thomas IJ.
Stone, Dr. Raymond L. Cravens, Dr., Psaul G. Hatcher, Lt.
Col. Grover C. Smith, Mr. Charles A Keown, Mr, Ted
Hornback. Mr. Nick Denes. Dr. Russell Miller, and Mr. E.
A. Diddle Won't you stand?

[ regret t'hit the Chairman of the Board of Regents had
to return with Governor Combs and could not be here, but we
have the other six members of the Board and 1 present them

to you tonight on this memorable occasion with the greatest
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pride, because to my knowledge, they constitute one of the
finest Boards in the United States. Regent Hugh Poland of
Guthrie, Regent Douglas Keen of Scottsville, Regent Bemis
Lawrence of Louisville, Regent Gerald Edds of Calhoun,
Regent J. T. Gilbert of Bowling Green, and Regent Maxey
B. Harlin of Bowling Green

Ladies and gentlemen, some of you I know-many of
you-were present on January 6, 1960, when a special greet-
ing in connection with a basketball game was given by Lit.
Gov. V&ilson Wyatt. You may already understand then why
the "Greetings' 1s opposite the speaker's name tonight. It
was put there deliberately, because on that occasion he was
asked to give a short greeting to that mass of humanity which
filled every inch of space 1n the old gym  Somehow he lit a
fire that night--he 11t a fire that burned brighter as the days
went by You will remember that he said he felt that Western
needed a new gym. and that he was going to hurry back to
Frankfert and talk to Governor Combs to see whether he
couldn't help us get one, and 1t seemed that the roof on that
old building rose eighteen inches from its wall bearings as
deafening applause followed. He really started the ball roll-
ing. He1s a bus{y man! He has many things to do this week
and next, but there never has been any doubt about his being
here. He has come with great effort, because I know that he

was involved, He has come to give us another greeting, and
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Governor Wilson Wyatt:

as | present him to you, | would like to see you stand and
imitate what you did on January 6, 1960, when he extended
that other greeting.

Ladies and gentlemen, Lt. Gov. Wilson Wyatt.

Dr. Kelly Thompson, Coach Ed Diddle, and friends of
Western: This 1s a grand and glorious evening and a grand
and glorious Diddle Arena The Lord has given even special
recognition for today, by smiling on all of us with a spring-
time, sunshiny day and a spring-time night. [ remember
very well what our friend, Kelly Thompson, was talking
about--as some of you will--that night four years ago, lack-
ing just one month, when there was that momentous occasion
in the former gymnasium to celebrate Coach Diddle's 700th
victory. The Hilltoppers, typical of what they always do for
their great chief and their great coach, before the evening
could get to the point where he could celebrate his 700th
victory. had already achieved the 701st victory. [ remember
so well the session of the Legislature was going forward--we
were planning the program that has now been completed in
these four years--and I left Frankfort for Bowling Green at
the end of the day with Dave Francis and Mack Sisk.

We got into the plane, and we had a basketball which
had been autographed by every member of the Legislature.

We also had a proclamation from the Governor proclaiming

- 42 .



Diddle Day throughout the state of Kentucky., As I looked
around that gymnasium when | got up to speak and saw some
5,000 people packed and jammed. with youngsters' legs
dangling from the balcony, [ said. as | looked around, 'l
think the message you want me to take back to Frankfort is
that Western wants and needs and deserves a new gym. "
Well, I have heard enthusiasm in Madison Square Garden,

[ have heard enthusiastic t‘e‘*spon‘ses to speeches at presi-
dential conventions, but | never have heard such stomping,
such whistling, such yelling such applauding, in all my life.
And as I left that evening, Kelly Thompson said to me, Coach
Diddle said to me, and everybody | ran into said to me, "Of
course vyou realize what you did tonight--you promised us

a new gym. "

The next morning I mer at Frankfort with a friend of
mine who was here with you as a friend this afternoon--a
man by the name of Bert Combs and some of the budget
people I said, "You know, | love Kelly and Sarah Thompson. '
They said, '"Sure, so do we all, they are great educators

"

wonderful people | said. "You know 1 love Coach Ed

Diddle; he 1s a great friend of ail of us 1n Kentucky, and the

e
1

greatest coach we know.' They said "Sure, that's true,
everybody knows that. Now, what are we meeting about?"
Well, | said. ""You know, I love Western, | love those Hall-

toppers. Now |l am not a member of the "W' Club. but my
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initials are W, W, W,, and | feel almost as though | were."
They said, '"Sure, that's fine," and I said, "l love Bowling

Green.'' They said, '""That's wonderful, but what are we
meeting about ?"

Well, I said, ''[t's a long story, but something hap-
pened last night in Bowling Green, and I just about promised
that we were going to do everything we could to help to get
a new gymnasium built "

If all of you are now enjoying the beauty, the majesty,
the utility, the symbol of the union of the academic with the
athletic, if all of you are enjoying a great living memorial to
a great man, if all of you are enjoying a building that is going
to be the envy of every college and university in the United
States, just think how much more | am enjoying it, because
if it had not been built, [ could never have returned.

You know, when | look at the picture in the paper, and
in the program, of the Litile Red Barn, you see what a genius
can do in some uninspiring quarters. [t reminds me of the
story that the Veep, Alben Barkley, used to tell about the
man who had the clock that was so mixed up that nobody
could look at it and tell what time 1t was, A friend said,
‘"Why don't you do ;awa.y with that clock?  You can't possibly
tell time by it.'"" And the man said, ""Yes, I can tell time by
it very easily.'" And the fellow said, "How do you do it?"

"Well, " he said, "'l just look at it, and when both hands are
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Dr.

Thompson:

on two and when it 1s striking four, | know it 1s six-thirty. "
Well, it is a great pleasure to be here and see this build-
ing, and 1 was just saying to Kelly and to the Coach, that of all
the dedications | have had the pleasure of attending, | think I
am enjoying this one more than any other | have ever attended
in all of my life. It's a thing of beauty, it's a thing of utility,
1t's dedicated to those great things President Kennedy stood for
in the physical fitness program, smld of which Coach Diddle has
been a pre-eminent exponent all the vears of his life. Joe

Creason's column this morning in the Courier-Journal had one

of the most beautiful stories ['ve ever read, and if you haven't
seen 1t, | think you will want to get 1t and read i1it. What a won-
derful thing that these two men are here on each side of the
aisle of this platform--one as President of this great institution,
and one as the revered Coach.

In the name of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, it is a
great pleasure for me to join with you in dedicating this. the
most beautiful arena in all of America to Coach Diddle, to the
qualities of character, to the development of body and mind, to
sportemanship, and to greater scholastic achievements. The
results of this building will be a2 greater Western and a greater

Kentucky. Thank you very much.

Governor Wyatt, | wish that you would join me here again,

1f you will, at this microphone
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On behalf of the faculty of Western the alumni and the
student body, and the people of Bowling Green and Warren
County, and all of this geographic area, | want personally to
express to you a very deep and genuine appreciation. During
your four years as laeutenant Governor, you have helped us
in every way that you could. You have been generous with your
time, you have been willing with your physical efforts, and you
have given us of your brain power. You have presented our
cause, and carried our banner, as you have carried it for all
worthy educational efforts 1n Kentucky, and 1 didn't want you to
go back to Frankfort without your knowing that the people of this
entire area, and Western Kentucky State College particularly,
will always have in their hearts, not only a love for Wilson
Wyatt, but the most profound feeling of appreciation for him.
Thank yvou very much.

Mr. Downing said anything here could detract from what
will take place at half-time but again [ am asking you to ex-
cuse me for being personal | do not want this program to close
without my having the privilege of saying that one of the greatest
thrills that could come to me as President of Western 1s having
this wonderful Arena carry the name of my friend for thirty-
five years. one of 'é.he greatest coaches in America, E. A
Diddle.

Our band, our chorus, and our choir will complete the

dedication of this building now with the singing of ""God Bless
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America." Won't you help us dedicate this building to a future

of great academic and athletic progress by joining the band, the

chorus. and the choir in ""God Bless America?"

Immediately following, Mrs. Jeanette Rider Sallee will

sing '"College Heights, ' and will stand adjourned.

"God Bless America''--Band, Chorus, and Choir. ........ s iiiiieieiiae.Irving Berlin

""College Heights''~-Jeanette Rider Sallee........ v waes s e o ves o Mazy Frances Bradley

i AT o



Radio Announcer:

Mr.

Mr.

Robert Cochran:

Cochran:

Half-time Ceremonies

We are going to pick up the half-time ceremonies here at
Western Kentucky State College in honor of Coach E, A. Diddle.
Here is Bob Cochran, public relations director of Western

Kentucky State College.

Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to this half-time cere-
mony being conducted by the members of Westernis "W' Club,
made up of those men who played athletics on the Hilltop and
earned the Western "W'', At this time the members of the "W"
Club are moving onto the floor for our program. [ know you
recognize many of the men who have brought fame and glory
to the Hillfop over the years. It 1s indeed inspiring to see these
Hilltoppers back with us fonight to honor one of the greatest
coaches ever to appear on the athletic scene in America And,
now, ladies and gentlemen, that nationally known Coach we all
love and respect, Coach Edgar Allen Diddle.

(Applause as Coach Diddle enters floor, is carried

around the floor in the golf cart, and finally goes to

a point where a red carpet starts near the scorer's

table. Mr. and Mrs. Diddle are then escorted to the

center of the floor. Applause. Mrs. Diddle is pre-

sented with boquet of red roses.)

Six of Coach Diddle's old and dear friends have commis-

sioned Mr. Claire V. Fry to do a portrait of Coach Diddle. At

this time, President Thompson, on behalf of these friends of
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Mr.

Thompson:

Cochran:

Ronnie Clark:

Cochran:

William McCrocklin:

Coach Diddle, 1t gives me a grear deal of pleasure to present

this portrait to you for Western. (Portrait 1s unveiled. )

On behalf of Western Kentucky State College. it 1s a
genuine pleasure for me to accept from the fans of Bowling

Green this portrait of one of the greatest coaches of all time.

Mr. Ronnie Clark, president of the "W' Club for 1963,
at this time would like to make a presentation to you, Coach

Diddle

Coach Diddle, on behalf of these great athletes who
surround you tonight, it is my pleasure, and indeed one of
the greatest pleasures of my life, to present to you this plaque
which reads: '"'Coach E. A. Diddle, Western Kentucky State
College, presented by the Western 'W' Club in commemora-
tion of the dedication of the E. A. Diddle Arena, December 7,

1963, "

We have another emall 1tem for you. Coach Diddle
This comes from your friends and fans everywhere, To make

this presentation, Mr. William "Red'' McCrocklin, your first

All-American baskeiball player, has returned to the campus.

Coach, 1t 1s a well-known axiom of industry that when
anything of importance occurs, 1t always occurs in sequences,

and, usually, of three things. For example young men indulge
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Coach E. A, Diddle

Mrer.

Mr.

Cochran:

Diddle:

in wine, women, and song. When you get married, it's honor,
love, and obey. Our flag, Coach, has three colors. And even
our government has three divisions. So, it is only fitting, it
seems to me, that this evening on this tremendous occasion we
again have three things: the finest Coach in the country, the
finest Arena in the country, and the finest Car in the country.
Mr. Diddle, on behalf of the "W' Club, and the many thousands
of friends you have, it's a really sincere pleasure to present

you the keys to this car.
Thank you! Thank you!

Coach Diddle, I know that you have something to say to
this huge crowd gathered here to celebrate the dedication of
this magnificent Arena named in your honor. So, the mike is

yours for as long as you want it,

Thank you, Bob, Governor Wyatt, President Thompson.

It has been my pleasure to serve under all three presidents of
this institution--Dr. H. H. Cherry, Dr. Paul Garrett, and
Kelly Thompson. He is still Kelly to me; you can call him
Doctor if you want to, but he 1s still Kelly to me. They were
all great men. Dr, Cherry had a vision of this whole thing.
Dr. Thompson, or Kelly, and President Garrett did a terrific
job, and Thompson, our president, is doing a terrific job at

the present time. They were three great presidents, and we

should be proud of them.
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I should like to thank the faculry for the many favors
that they have done for me and for the boys. I should like to
thank the greatest student body in America for the backing

A that they have given to me over these years. | should like to
thank the "W'' Club for all the help, for all the loyalty, and
thanks again to all of you, and thanks again "W' Club for
coming

[ should like to thank the citizens of Bowling Green,
Warren County, and all the adjoining counties, and l should
like to thank the citizens of the Commonwealth of Kentucky
for the backing and the help that they have given to us and
our ball clubs. [ should like to thank my friends all over
America and all over Kentucky. for the loyalty and help that
they have given to me. If [ had it to do over, [ would do it
again. because | have been with the best people in America.

Thank you

Mr. Cochran: At this time | would like 1o all on Mr. Ronnie Clark,

president of the "W' Club

Mr. Clark President Thompson, Governor Wyatt. distinguished
guests, ladies and gentlemen, and last, but nor least, the fine
body of athletes-- ‘I:he "W' Club  You have undoubtedly wit-
nessed the greatest moment of your and my lifetime~--the

honoring of the greatest coach in America  Coach Diddle,

this automobile that you have received, the portrait that was
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Mr.

Cochran:

presented to the College, the plaque presented to you from

the "W'" Club, and the dedication of this gigantic Arena are
only mere tokens of our love our respect, and our admiration
for you. For you have given not only of your time and the
great talent that you have to handle boys; you have given your
life, Coach, to Western Kentucky State College, to basketball,
and to the youth of our great country. On behalf of t;ne ath -
letes whom you see on the 'ﬂoor and of many more who have
since passed on, we wish you, Coach Diddle, the best of Luck,

the best of Health, and may God Bless you wherever you go

and 1n whatever you do.

Ladies and gentlemen, this concludes this portion of

our program.
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THE BOARD OF REGENTS, THE PRESIDENT,
THE FACULTY AND STAFF
and
THE STUDENT BODY
of
WESTERN KENTUCKY STATE COLLEGE

Request the Honor of Your Presence
at

THE DEDICATION OF THE ACADEMIC-ATHLETIC BUILDING
Saturday Afternoon, December Seventh
at one-thirty o’clock, Central Standard Time
Nineteen Hundred and Sixty-three

and

at

THE DEDICATION OF THE E. A. DIDDLE ARENA

Saturday Evening, December Seventh
at six-thirty o’clock, Central Standard Time

Nineteen Hundred and Sixty-three
Open House from three o’clock until five o’clock

BOWLING GREEN, KENTUCKY



Dedicatory Address
THE HONORABLE BERT COMBS
Governor of Kentucky



/O redic[enf s ;binn,er

Honoring Distinguished Guests on the Occasion of
the Dedication of:

Academic-Athletic Building and E. A. Diddle Arena

Western Kentucky State College

Paul L. Garrett Student Center

Bowling Green, Kentucky
December 7, 1963 Five o'clock




Menu Program

Theme......... ; “Howdy” and Welcome
Shrimp and Cocktail Sauce *
Toastmaster G VS A PV VPN a None
Relish Tray Invoecation...... _ Each, His Own
Greetings. In the Air
Baked Ham Sliced Turkey
ith Raisin Sauce
e Preliminary Remarks........ eersmenne NoODE
Marshmallow Potatoes Peas and Mushrooms Introduction of Speaker........iciieienn. None
Principal Address . None
French Rolls
Concluding Remarks......ccccoiinniccscssencssniecseneies None
Congealed Fruit Salad
Coffee — Tea — Milk AQTOUINIABIL covvissnaissnissivaisssssssivismsrsmionin s As You Desire
(Dedication ceremonies will be resumed promptly at
Chess Pie ‘

6:30 o’clock, E. A. Diddle Arena)




WESTERN KENTUCKY STATE COLLEGE
BOWLING GREEN, KENTUCKY

November 27, 1963

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

We are p'la.nning a buffet dinner for afew special guests
on the occasion of the dedication of the Academic-Athletic Building
and E. A. Diddle Arena on December 7. I want to extend to you a
most cordial invitation to be present that we may be honored by
breaking bread with you.

The informal dinner will be held in the Paul L. Garrett
Student Center. We will assemble in the main lounge It is hoped
that you can be present at 4:30 o'clock, CST, so that we may have
a short social period prior to the 5:00 o'clock dinner.

I am enclosing a self-addressed card for your conveni-

ence.
R.5.V.P
Sincerely yours,
Kelly Thompson
President
KT/gb (

Encl.



FRANKLIN BUILDERS SUPPLY C0.

INCORPORATED

A Good Place to Buy Building Materials

612 TENTHAVENUE, NORTH
NASHVILLE1, TENNESSEE

December 13, 1963

Mr. Kelly Thompson, President
Western Kentucky State College
Bowling Green, Kentucky

Dear Kelly:

I wanted to write you and tell you what a delightful afternoon Mrs.
Rodes and T had visiting on the campus of Western Kentucky College
with so many of your friends.

The Academic Athletic Building is a spectacular building and I am
so happy that your college has it. Hven more spectacular and im-
pressive are the number of friends which you have. It is always
so pleasant to be with your good friends.

Kelly, I told Mrs. Thompson that 1 envied you in that you are build-
ing such a monument that will last so long. Not only in the build-
ings which you are putting on the campus but in the education and
fine job that you are doing for so many young people. Every one
does not have the opportunity of doing what you are doing so suc-
cessfully.

Again thanking you for inviting us to break bread with you and look-
ing forward to seeing you in the near future, I

Yours uly,

A
A.,VB. Rodes

ABR/gs 5



COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE

FRANKFORT

OFFICE OF THE
COMMISSIONER

December 9, 1963

Dr. Kelly Thompson, President
Western Kentucky State College
Bowling Green, Kentucky

Dear Dr. Thompson:

The dedication of the Academic-Athletic Building
stands out in my mind as one of the most skillfully
organized and pleasingly executed special events it
has ever been my pleasure to witness. I have chosen
these words carefully, and I know that you, as an
exponent of good public relations, will recognize
precisely what I mean. To my mind, every single
detail was executed in a manner appropriate to the
occasion, blending harmoniously to the entire
enjoyment of the crowd.

Anne joins with me in extending thanks to you
and Mrs. Thompson for the warm hospitality and
Anne certainly concurs in every detail with
what I have said above.

As a matter of fact, the next time there is a
dedication at Western Kentucky State College I
will gladly pay double the price of admission.

With warmest regards,
’Wm

Don’ Armstrong



COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

JOHN B. BRECKINRIDGE FRANKFORT

ATTORNEY GENERAL WaALTER C. HERDMAN

ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL

December 11, 1963

D r. Kelly Thompson, President
Western Kentucky State College
Bowling Green, Kentucky

Dear Kelly:

r

Just a word or two to express to you my deep
appreciation for the opportunity afforded my wife and
me to be present at the dedication of the new Academic-
Athletic Building last Saturday afternoon and evening.
It was a most impressive, enjoyable and heart warming
affair, well planned and executed. To me it expressed
so well the traditional spirit of Western. You and all
those participating are to be congratulated.

Sincerely,

() Dz 7 ;




4001

LOUISVILLE & NASHVILLE RAILROAD COMPANY
LeN

UNION STATION * NASHVILLE 3, TENNESSEE - TELEPHONE ALpine 4-0865

HARVEY T. SCHNEIDER December 11, 1963

DISTRICT PASSENGER AGENT

File: One

My dear Kelly:

These few lines are to express the appreciation of
Mrs. Schneider and myself for your kind invitation, with
complimentary tickets, to participate in the GREAT DAY
at Westernm.

Everything went like clock work and the efficient way,
which 1s your usual self, in which you handled it all was
most notable. I had previously mentioned to Mrs. Schneider
to observe how it would be set up and move smoothly and
after 1t was all over she said that she could understand
what prompted my suggestion. The food was excellent, the
fellowship the same way, and although the ball game didn't
come out as the Western folks would have liked it to, it was
a clean exhibition of true sportsmanship and a credit to
Mr. E. A. Diddle, whe I know was thrilled beyond expectation.

I hope you will accept these humble words of appreciation
and remember to call on me whenever I can be of assistance.

Wishing you the best for the coming Christmas and New
Year Season, I remain

Sincerely,
/)‘//K [ A

HTS:L
cec: Mr. Kelly Thompson, President

Western Kentucky State College
Bowling Green, Kentucky



JOE D. GILI, Principal
ORVILLE HODSON, Athletic Director
JOHN HUBBARD, Guidance Counselor

WEST WASHINGTON SENATORS
Red — Blue — White
Washington and Lee Swing

WEST WASHING QN SCHOOLS

Dr. Kelly Thompson,Pres.
Western Ky. State College
Rowling Green, Ky.

Dear Prs. Thompson:

We enjoyed the dedication of the new gym, game and
visits with old friends.

I wished that the opportunity would have presented
it self to talk with you again.

Joanna and I certainly are proud of you, Pres. Thom-
pson, Mr, Diddle and Western. You have certainly made
great strides in the few years you have been the Pres.
of the College. May the many yvears to follow be as
propserous and happy for you, your family and Western.

Sincerely yours,

-
o s

\ LA E 1 KL A
S = e

IDG: kw Joe D. Gili
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MURRAY STATE COLLEGE
MURRAY, KENTUCKY

December 9, 1963

Dr. Kelly Thompson, President
Western State College
Bowling Green, Kentucky

Dear Kelly:

I wish to congratulate you on the superior dedicatory program of the
Academic-Athletic Building and E.A. Diddle Arena, Detember 7, 1963.
I thought everything went off to prefection, and you certainly did a
very superior job of presiding.

You have a magnificent building and Marvin Wrather and I sincerely
appreciate the invitation to attend the dedication. I regret that
we did not get to see you after the dedication as it was necessary
for us to leave in order to return to Murray by 8:00 p.m.

With kindest personal regards to you and the members of your staff,

Youri/;pry truly,
/ —

S lccdr
P. W. Ordway
Business Manager

PWO:sn




CONCORD COLLEGE

ATHENS, WEST VIRGINIA

DEPARTMENT OF - : 5
HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION December 12,1963

Dr,Kelly Thompson,President
Western Ky State College
Bowling Green,Ky

Dear President Thompson:
_ We were very delighted to be on the Western
campus for the Yedication exercises,We saw you from a distance several times
but never got close enough to talk with vou,The occasion was one of
dignity but carried on in true Vestern tradition of making every one
feel that they were a part of the event,

The Academic-=Athletic building is one of
beauty and utility.lMr.Diddle paused to reflect many great moments in his
life,but I know that the naming of the arena for him rmust have been his
greatest thrill.Kelly, T want to say that Mr.”iddle made it possible for
me to attend college and T have never forgotten the favor.Western gave
to me the impetus to go 6n, and in a way I owe everything I have to
Western Kentucky,

I want to thank you for turning over my letter
to Mr,L,T.5mith,T did not get it in time for our trip to Yestern but
will write to L.T. later on concerning the Arena dimensions,ete.

Sallie and I want to thank you again for the
invitation.We want to extend the Holiday greetings to you and vour
family,

Sincerely vours,

Mdéseph Priedl



DIBRELL-BURFORD, INC.

LEAF TOBACCO
101 HOPE STREET P. O. BOX 928

BOWLING GREEN, KENTUCKY
December 11, 1963

E. Kelley Thompson, President
Western Kentucky State College
Bowling Green, Kentucky

Dear Kelley:

Norine and | would like to express our sincere appreciation
for the lovely dinner and the tickets for the dedication
ceremony for the new Atheletic Academic Building and E. A,
Diddle Arena,

You are to be congratulated on this fine facility for Western,
It will be a great boost for the college and our whole State.

With warm personal regards and best wishes,
Very truly yours,
il f fi
( “r)z\h 4
Herbert J. Smith
HJS:cnj



Commmunealth of entucky

Division of Purchases

Departnent of Finance

Frankfort

December 11, 1963

Dr. Kelly Thompson, President
Western Ky. State College
Bowling Green, Kentucky

Dear Dr. Thompson:

May I take this opportunity to thank you for your gracious
hospitality at the dedication program Saturday. Mrs. Tabor
and I spent a very enjoyable afternoon and evening (in spite
of my being in the audience instead of on stage at the evening
program) .

We know that you must be extremely proud of your new field
house. It is quite an accomplishment.

Thank you again for your kind invitation.
Ve ruly yours,

C. M. Tabor
Associate Director

CMT: vke
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* FRED CLAYTON — ATH. DIR.
FOOTBALL — FRED CLAYTON
BASKETBALL — GEO. PERRY

CALDWELL COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL o e rown

TRACK — CHARLEY AKERS
BASEBALL — AL GIORDANO
JH COACH — CHARLES DAVIS

ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION
PRINCETON, KY. PHONE EM 5.5615

December 9, 1963

Dr, Kelly Thompson, President
Western Kentucky State College
Bowling Green, Kentucky

Dear Dr. Thompson
On behalf of the Caldwell County Football Team and mem-
bers of my coaching staff, I would like to express deepiap-

preciation for inviting us to the dedication ceremony.

As alumnus we are real proud of the progress made in the
last few years, since you have become President.

OQur squad and coaches were real impressed with the new
academic athletic building,

Thanks again for the invitation. We would like to have
you visit us when you have the time.

Sincerely yours

-

el fffz’éfﬁ

Fred Clayton
Football Coach

sfh



Enmlmg (%rppn Hublic Schools

OFFICERS MCNEILL, SUPERINTENDENT
HOUSTON M, KIRBY, PRESIDENT
RAY FULLER, VICE-PRESIDENT
W. R. MCNEILL, SECRETARY

MRS HELEN KEREIAKES, TREASURER December 11 ’ ]963

EOWLING GREEN KENTUCKY 42101

Dr. Kelly Thompson, President
Western Kentucky State College
Bowling Green, Kentucky

Dear Dr. Thompson:

Congratulations to you and associates at Western
Kentucky State College upon the achievement of such
magnitude when you dedicated the new Athletic-Academic
Building on the Western Campus recently.

A1l the members of the Bowling Green City School
Board join me in extending to you and everyone at
Western our very best wishes upon this great attain-
ment.

Dr. Thompson, each member of the Board asked me
to convey to you their sincere thanks and appreciation
for your kindness in remembering all of us in giving
us invitations and tickets to the basketball game
at the dedication of the E. A. Diddle Arena.

A1l of us wish for you and your associates the
very greatest success in the future.

Best wishes and kindest personal regards.
Cordially,

W. R. McNeill, Superintendent
Bowling Green City Schools

WRM:dh



Houstin GRIFFIN

Ray Parrerson

BOWLING GREEN LAUNDRY & DRY CLEANING CO.

TENTH AND CENTER STREET — PHONE VI 2-5604
DRY CLEANING A SPECIALTY COMPLETE LAUNDRY SERVICE |
BOWLING GREEN, KENTUCKY

December 10, 1963.

Dr. Kelly Thompson, President
Western Kentucky State College
Bowling Green

Kentucky

Dear Kelly:

I have heard nothing but wonderful comments
on the Dedication Ceremonies and the Diddle Arena,

Jud Collins and "“Slick" Welch said they had
not seen anything like it in the nation, I heard
on a Radio Network the comment that the outstanding
sports event in the nation for the weekend was the
dedication of the new arena.

It was no doubt the biggest day in the history
of Bowling Green,

I wish I knew how to congratulate you. Even
though we lost, I suggest we keep Coach Diddle
and give him another change. After all he makes
a good impression riding around in that shining
new car,

Very Sincerely,

Ffos T

Houston Griffin

HG:s]



Q. M. SMITH
ROUTE 3 - BOX 356

MURFREESBORDO, TENNESSEE




P. O. BOX 718
LOUISVILLE 8, KENTUCKY

December 10, 1963

Dear Kelly:

The arena is magnificant; your hospi-
tality outstanding; and the organization
and procedure followed 'was excellent,

The brochure was appreciated, Your
personal attention to our accommodations
was delightful, and Sara was never more
gracious,

I am dropping Mrs, Palmore a note to
thank her for her courtesies, Wiz and

I certainly appreciated the chance to

be with you on the occasion,

Looking forward to seeing you again soon,
Sincerely,

Bob Patterson



THE CGHEROKEE SECURITIES COMPANY
4106 HILLSBORO ROAD

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

HAROLD W. CLARK December ll., 1963

PRESIDENT

Mr. Kelly Thompson,

President

Western Kentucky State College
Bowling Green, Kentucky

Dear Keliy:

The dedication of your magnificent arena was
certainly a fine affair and I congratulate you
on a job well done. This was my first visit to
the campus in some time and I must say it was

a most impressive sight.

Best wishes for continued success and with kind
regards, I am,

Yours very truly,

Lot



GREEN COUNTY SCHOOLS
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SCHOOL EQUIPMENT INC.

720 seventeenth avenue, south « al H4-1411 = nas'l'wi“e, tennessee

December 10, 1963

Mr, Dero Downing
Western Kentucky State College
Bowling Green, Ky.

Dear Dero:

It was a great pleasure for me to be in Bowling
Green Saturdawy and you honored me in asking me up
to the dedication of the new Academic-Athletic
Building. It's always a pleasure to be in Bowling
Gre e, i

December 7 will stand out as a red-letter day in

the annals of Western Kentucky., It was an occasion
for fun, a time for reunion, and a cause to celebrate.
Abd you certainly had every reason to celebrate.

The building is not only beautiful but appears to be
most serviceable and usyable. It looks like a complete
job and I congratulate all of you who had a part in
the planning and execution. It is a great adjunct to
the cultural, educational and recreational life of
that great area.

To me it was not just the accomplishment of a gozl
you celebrated but the beginning of an era. It was
only a pause to cheer those who had brought about a
great accomplishment. I had a very definite feeling
that to Western it was only a pause to draw new battle
lines, unfurl it's flags and sound the charge. I am
confident that all of you gave me good reason to feel
that way. I know it did not exist in my imagination.

I am happy that I had a patt in your fine hour of
pride and thanksgiving. I acknowledge my gratefulness
to yon personally and ask that you extend my thanks
and my congratulations to your President and to the
members of your Committee, llrs, Porter adds her
regrets that she conld not be present.

Please accept my best wishes for Western as she stands
on the threshold of g new era of service to the nation.

Sincerely yours,

T s EF= M
\

We E. Porter



EASTERN KENTUCKY STATE COLLEGE
RICHMOND, KENTUCKY

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT December 10, 1963

Dr. Kelly Thompson, President
Western Kentucky State College
Bowling Green, Kentucky

Dear Kelly:

I'm sure you must have been greatly pleased following Western's
Day last Saturday. I want to thank you for a most pleasant and satisfy-
ing experience. I think you had a wonderful program, and I am sure
everyone present must feel the same way. That was a great day in the
life of Western. '

Lois and I enjoyed every minute of the day from the time the
program began until it ended late Saturday night. We talked about it
so much on our way home Sunday. It was so nice of you to invite us
to your buffet dinner. Both of us appreciate it so much and want to
thank you for it.

I am sure that Mr. and Mrs. Diddle must have been quite pleased.
It was a wonderful day for Coach., I know he will be proud of the beautiful
basketball facility. I purposely say '"basketball' because I know that
is where his greatest interest lies.

You do have a wonderful building and I know all of you at
Western must be proud of it. I am proud of it for you and look forward
to enjoying it in the days ahead. I am always glad to have an opportunity
to visit Western and certainly am always glad to see it move forward.

I hope you and Sarah will come to see us any time you can.

Very truly yours,

.
fyy

John L. Vickers
Executive Assistant

JLV/1m
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The Uitizen-Times s fr ) :

"Allen County's Leading Newspaper” * \-—* [
{
SCOTTSVILLE, KENTUCKY Decémber &0 I19.8 3.

President Kelley Thompson.
Weztern kentucky otate College .

Bowling Green, Ky.

Dr. rresident Thompson:

I sure did have one big time at your find Gymnasium and Field House

Saturday night. I met lots of fine newspaper men and women and they

all said we have b en expecting you all day.

You were sure nice to therress Boys. I had fun. I have never in my

life as a newspaper man which dates back to 1926 attended such a

fine basket ball game and your party.

,\bk
I shall Newspaper men and women the Nation over about your fine staff,
basket ball teamF and your excellent Press men who work so hard to
make very one happy.

President Thompson I have told newspaper men and women that you could

Ths-

have run Yankee Stadium in Hew York, City or Churchhill Downs in
Louisville, Your are a borned Public Helations Man One Hundred Pe

cent Plus. : Regards.

407 East Maple Avenue.
—BoxX. No. 97. ©Scottsville, K




LAW OFFICES

COLEMAN, HARLIN & ORENDORF
SUCCESBORS TO RODES & HARLIN: HARLIN & COLEMAN, RODES SARLIN & WILLOCH
STATE AT TENTH STREET
MAX B, HARLIN TELEPHONE VI 2-561

1876 . 1944 BOWLING GREEN, KENTUCKY

2101
ROBERT M. COLEMAN

JO T. ORENDORF

MAXEY B. HARLIN December 10, 1963

HAROLD D RICKETTS
ROBERT D SIMMONS
WILLIAM J, PARKER

Dr. Kelly Thompson

President

Western Kentucky State College
Bowling Green, Kentucky

Dear Kelly:

May I take this opportunity to express my appre-
ciation to you for the hospitality extended to me and my
family during the dedication festivities.

I want to particularly thank you for the tickets
extended to our guests, and I would appreciate it if you
would extend my thanks to both Dero and to Miss Georgia.

Most sincerely,

Maxey B. Har¥in




WESTERN

o a FREDEWR | C a = T R E E T

W. H. NEAL
VICE PRESIDENT
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

KENTWULC

K

o W E N S B O R O,

Dr, Kelly Thompson, President
Western Kentucky State College

Bowling Green, Kentucky

Dear Kelly:

WESTERN
KENTUCKY

GAS

COMPANY

¥

COMPANY

K E N T WC K Y

1963

December 9,

I want to reiterate my appreciation for the gracious
hospitality extended to Ferry Anne and me this past

weekend in Bowling Green,

The entire program was most impressive, and I want
to extend again my congratulations on the completion

of such a fine building.

You are truly a remarkable person, and I consider it

a real honor to know you,

WHN/ew

Sincerely,

AU




MERRILL W. SCHELL, M. D.
GENERAL & THORACIC EURGERY
DOCTORS BUILDING
1001 CENTER STREET
OWENSBORO, KENTUCKY

December 9, 1963

Dr. Kelly Thompson, President
Western Kentucky State College
Bowling Green, Xentucky

Dear President Thompson:

I am writing to congratulate you and your
outstanding staff on the excellent program which I feel
was carried out in such a manner as to reflect great
credit on all who are or have been at Western. I have
written Dero to thank him personally for his tremendous
effort and I certalnly want all who contributed to the
program to know how the Alumni felt regarding this
great day in the 1ife of the College.

Finally, Hvelyn and I would extend our
greetings to you and your family for a Merry Christmas
and s happy and successful new year. As usual, if you
need my support you have but to ask for it for I think
you know what my feelings for the College and all those
who work for it are.

Sincerely,
LM! ﬁ Jﬁ(k\
‘Merrill W, Schell, M., D.

MWS: jg



NN LT \/  “THE INDUSTRIAL VALLEY OF KY.” Bowling Green, K 2

BOX 15 PHONE - 842-0338
(Sales)-842-9471

December 10, 1963

Dr. Kelly Thompson

President

Western Kentucky State College
Bowling Green, Kentucky

Dear Dr. Thompson:

o

I feel that I will not be able to compliment Bob Cochran
enough for the excellent job that he did and the fine
cooperation in making the telecasts go over so well.

The planning, co-ordinating the many activities, and
checking the details, plus the most important factor
of timing waith real southern hospitality made this a

great day for you, and we want to express our appreciation.

Our visitors from Indianapolis wanted us to personally
thank you and Bob for the fine cooperation.

Very truly yours,

Ji M. Walters
eneral Manager

TMW /ke

cc Bob Cochran
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N/ LT \/ ue wpustriaz varLey oF kv _Bowling Green, Ky.

BOX 15 PHONE - 842-0338
(Sales)-842-9471

December 10, 1963

Dr. Kelly Thompson .
President

Western Kentucky State College
Bowling Green, Kentucky

Dear Dr. Thompson:

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for
permission to telecast all the activities from the new
E. A. Diddle Arena Saturday.

We have had many people say that television provided
them the opportunity to see the parade at 9 a.m., the
interview with Coach Diddle and team at 1l p.m., the
dedication ceremonies at 1:30 p.m., the dedication
ceremonies at 6:30 p.m., and of course, the climax,
the game at 8 p.m.

I am sure that you are not only proud of the beautifully
designed building, but also of such an excellent staff

that you have. A wonderful day.

Sincerely,

7T/. M. Walters
G{ neral Manager

JMW /kc

cc Bob Cochran
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N/  “THE INDUSTRIAL VALLEY OF KY” Bowlin
i BOX 15

December 10, 1963

Dr. Kelly Thompson

President

Western Kentucky State College
Bowling Green, Kentucky

Dear Dr. Thompgson:

I would like to take this opportunity to tell you how
much we appreciate the cooperation of Mr. Lawson
and all the people in his department,

Without such cooperation, our engineers would have
found it very difficult to have made the camera set up
as they did and with a minimum of cable exposure.

Also, I was impressed with the speed and the system
that the chairs and platform were moved between the
ceremonies. I am sure you are proud to have such

fine people in your organization.

incerely,

. M. Walters
eneral Manager

JMW /kc

cc Owen Lawson

Green, Ky.

PHONE - 842-0338
(Sales)-842-9471



¢ Our Sincere.
Congratulations

to
MR. E. A. DIDDLE
and
DR. KELLY THOMPSON

For their outstanding leadership
and contribution to this com-
munity.

IWe feel these two men have
played a vital part to the
growth of our city and com-
munity.

R. C. Construction
R. H. Richardson J. H. Carver

v
i *fHEO. A. SANFORD, COMMISSIONER J.'B. MANSFIELD. ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER

“

Iéﬂtméy ]‘fzy/t School Athletic Association

LEXINGTON. KENTUCKY

P. 0. Box 1173
December 9, 1963

Dear Kelly:

Just a note to thank you for including me in the festivities Saturday.
Deal and I enjoyed every minute of it. Of course, we regretted that the
score of the game was not different but I thought the team did real well.
Vandy is going to win a lot more games this season.

The program was wonderful and the building defies description. Such a
building should have a home like "estern where it will be appreciated.
Congratulations to you and your staff on this and all the other great:
work done there. The other two presidents were great people but you
certainly do not have to live in their shadows.

"ith kindest regards, I am
Co;ﬁ;glly yours,

o - o £ a
[T Kl Ce

Lo S
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 Lisie Baxe, Jr.
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT
& GENERAL MANAGER

BARRY BINGHAM, EDITOR & PUBLISHER

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

@he Courier-Tournal

THE LouisviLLE TIMES

LoursviLLE 2, Kv.

Dear Sarah and Kel ly;

T couldn't let a day go by without telling
both of you how much Evelyn end I enjoyed,
ourselves as your guests this last wesk-end,
The suest house was perfecteThe dinner

wes delicious, The ceremonies were imprescive
and in very good btaste,end ouvr seats couldn't
have teen betters

Thanks & million, I hope my cclum was all
right,and that the orgen has been connected
properly.

thele Ed looks ill,I am saddened to .say.le
is 5ne of the nicest people I puess Itll
‘ever InowIf you enuld provide him with &k
lively vomng assistant (who might ﬁFrk up to

a replacement later) you might pri’ong his 14fe
indefinitely,

Cordially,

Tel
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P.,0, Box 185

WESTERN KENTUCKY STATE COLLEGE
BOWLING GREEN, KENTUCKY

12« 8= 63

Mr, Dero Ge Dovning

Dean of Admissions

Western Kentucky State College
Bowling Green, Kenbucky

Dear Deros

Pleage allow me to take this opportunity to congratulate you on
a jobewell=donel As chairman of the dedication committee of such a
gigantie program, you must have spent hours upon hours upon hours on
the jobe The amootheness of the entire day wag a credit to youiebr

Thompson, lire Lele, Owen, HeBe, and the numerous others who wor
under your leadersﬁipo

Lot me thank you for including me as a member of one of several
sub=committees on this gigantic occcasione As you might know, John
Hinton, our sub=committee chairman, functioned on this just as he does
everything else, namelys G R E A T}

Ageifieees C ONGRATULATIONS)

You put on s tremendous jobe As My, Diddle would says " I betb
those Horse Cave sausage eaters " were proud of what you did}

Cordially,

John A. Scarborough
P.S. I was so proud tha rollcming was streesed throughout the
entire day:
THE_GOODNESS ,AS WELL AS THE GREATNESS, OF TWO &
THE GREATEST MEN I'VE EVER KNOWNeee DR. THOMPSON AND

iRe DIDDLE,

cct President Thompson
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s CHARLONTE
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the heart of the
textile industry

TELEPHONE CEdar 9-9025

Area Code BO3

GREENVILLE MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM

P. O. BOX 10185

GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA 29603

January 11, 1964

Dr. Kelly Thompson,

President

Western Kentucky State College
Bowling Green, Kentucky

Dear Kelly,

I was quite thrilled upon viewing the dedication brochure of
the E.A. Diddle Arena. It appears to be a most beautiful and
functional edifice. It is certainly something that Western
Kentucky has merited for many years.

I was glad to learn that the building honors "Uncle" Ed, Jean
joins me in extending our sincerest wishes for the success of
the Arena and Western Kentucky State College,

Please say hello to Sarah and "Uncle" Ed.

Cordially,

Herman J. Penn,
General Manager

HJP/pc
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CTAT74 BW
CT FKA0OS84 PD=FRANKFORT KY 6 442P EST=
DR KELLY THOMPSON PRES=
WESTERN KY STATE COLLEGE BOWLING GREEN KY

:ON THIS NOTABLE OCCASION | OFFER YOU CONGRATULA
FROM FRANCES AND ME AND ALSO FROM MY FUTURE STA
FROM FELLOW STATE OFFICIALS THIS BEAUTIFUL AND

T63-58

=

TIONS
FF AND

EXCEPTIONAL BUILDING DEVOTED TO BOTH SCHOLARSHIP AND
ATHLETICS 1S A CREDIT TO WESTERN AND ALL OF KENTUCKYe
IT 1S EVIDENCE OF THE WISDOM AND VISION- OF WESTERNYS

8 Y W E S T ETYR N 0 M e N

eeeee N WWESTERN UNION

r SYMBOLS ~

unless 4is deferred char-

I DL=0Day Letter
ML=Night Letrer

actar is indicated by the TELE GRAM 1201 (4-60)

proper symbol.
X W.P. MARSHALL, PRESIDENT

The filing time shown in the date line on domestic telegrams is LOCAL TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is LOCAL TIME at point

LT= International
Letter Telegram

of destination

" CTAO7 SSA007 63DEC 6 M 8 |5

CT LVAOOS8 NL PD=LOUISVILLE KY 5=
.KELLY THOMPSONgPRES=

PLEASURE OF ATTENDING THE BOARD MEETING AND DEDI

IOF THE ACADEMIC ATHLETIC BUILDING AND E A DIDDLE ARENA.

IT IS INDEED MOST UNFORTUNATE THAT CONFLICT OF

SCHEDULES EXIST; HOWEVERg | WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR
CONVEYING TO THE BOARD THIS MESSAGE: AM EXTENDING TO EACH
MY PERSONAL GOOD WISHESe ! KNOW THE DEDICATION WILL ERECT

WESTERN KENTUCKY STATE COLLEGE, BOWLINGGREEN KY=
:SINCERELY REGRET SPECIAL STAFF MEETING WILL DENY ME THE

CATION

ANOTHER MILESTONE ON THE TRAIL=-BLAZING PATH OF PROGRESS

C

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FRQM ITS PATRONS CONCER}*I[NG 1Ts SERVICE




| | _
ey WHESTERN UNION Gy

unﬁb its deferred char- NL=Nighr Letter

e TELEGRAM 1201 00

W. P. MARSHALL. PRESIDENT

The Aling time shown in the date line on domestic telegrams is LOCAL TIME _ilr point of origin. Time of recpint CAd. TI) t pojlat of y {
i s (46)e

'[LEADERS AS A DEVOTION OF GOVERNOR COMBS AND LT GOV WYATT
|To THE CAUSE OF EDUCATION | OFFER SPECIAL
CONGRATULATIONS AND PERSONAL BEST WISHES TO HIM FOR
WHOM YOUR NEW ARENA 1S NAMEDe MAY THE DIDDLE TOWEL
FLY HIGH, FE sy L RensBiRs: (-

EDWARD T BREATHITT=

__International
LT—Lclt:r Telegram

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING IT3 SERVICE

* ClLAss OF SERVICE

This is a fast message
unless Lrs deferred char-

WESTERN UNION ey

“NL= Night Letrer

acter isindicated by the
_proper symbol.

TELEGRAM 1201 (-00) |y _reemnaconal
~ Letter Telegram
W. P. MARSHALL, PrRESIDENT Y (

The filing time shown in the date line on domestic telegrams is LOCAL TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is LOCAL TIME at point of destination

J [

THAT 1S ALWAYS TRAVELLED BY WeKeSeCe UNDER ITS
DYNAMIC LEADERSHIP WeKeSeCe HAS BUILT A RECORD OF
ACHIEVEMENT THAT HAS BECOME A SHINING SYMBOLe IT IS A

| PLEASURE TO HAVE BEEN A MEMBER OF THE BOARD FOR THE
'pAST FOUR YEARS AND AS | LEAVE | WISH CONTINUED SUCCESS
FOR THE BOARD, FACULTY, STAFF AND STUDENT BODYe PLEASE
EXTEND TO COACH DIDDLE MY DEEPEST CONGRATULATIONS ON

| THIS, HIS DAY=

OWEN C HAMMONS==4

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE



CTA59 BA363
B BZAO59 CGN PD=BZ NEW YORK NY 6 321P EST=
.KELLY THOMPSON PRESIDENT=

WESTERN KENTUCKY STATE COLLLEGE BOWLING GREEN KY= |

|

CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES, DISAPPOINTED THAT I
CANNOT BE WITH YOU FOR THE DEDIATION TOMORROW OF YOUR
NEW DIDDLE ARENA= '

NED IRISH=

CT LXA104 PD=BEREA KY 7 1045A EST=
PRESIDENT KELLY THOMPSON=
WESTERN COLLEGE BOWLING GREEN KY=

:THE WONDERFUL FRIENDSHIP OF TWO MEN HAS MADE THIS DAY
POSSIBLE MY CONGRATULATIONS=
0 H GUNKLER=

B Y W E s VTR N Y S I PR o
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December, 1963 District Six
State Tubsrriloriy Hospital
Glasgon, Kenbucky
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Thomas M. Layton, Executive Director, Frankrort, Will present THe pPins anu spoviss
awards at the luncheon program. In addition to eligible employees, other invited
guests will 3nclude Mayor Lymn B, Mayfield, County Judge James E. Gillenwater,
Circuit Judge-elect Casg Walden, and County Attorney Shelly Riherd, all of whom
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EDITOR - !
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Betty R, Bailey
Linda Stephens

REPORTERS TYPISTS
SECOND FLOCR Linda Stephens
Martha Jo Hurt
All Patients
ASSEIMBLING

THIRD FLOOR

Linda Stephens

Velma Cassady Martha Jo Hurt

James Lyle Faye Fudge
FOURTH FLOCR MATLING
Della Means Linda Stephens

Kenneth Birge
AROUND THE HORN

Malcoln H, Black

BINGO 111}

People were Bingoing all over the place around Glasgow TB Hospital
November 29, 1963 when the ladies of the Glasgow Business and Professional

Woman's Club were out for the regular monthly Bingo session.
The men again beat the ladies with a score of 20 to 17.

Bingos.

We had 37 big
Fourth

floor came on strong with 17 winners, 3hd floor had 13 winngers, and 2nd
floor came out with 7 winners,

Bingo will not be played for the month of December, instead the
B & PW Club ladies will present a Christmas program on Wednesday night December

18.

New Year filled with health for all of you.

Winners last month:

Martha Sue White
George Lawrence
James Lyle
Henry Hatcher
Hazel Brown
Lowell Bruton
Luther Cravens
Ray Decker

Jane Brown
Della Reynolds
Clyde Willis
Christine Hurt
Da-rre'l'l 1?—?11 |

Joe Stockton
Eva Alvey

Barl Watson i
Buell Garmon
Ora Dalton

R. B. Goodhue
Elza Sheppard
Callie Sadler
Clay Anderson
James Cash
Pauline Barpour
Velma Cassady

TAx Thyroa:

Claude Miller

. Della Jones

Leler Dile
Juanita Brigance
Luey Cardwell
largaret Vanlleter
Henry Simpson
COVER ALL WINNERS

Baxter Powell
Della Means
Della Reymolds
James Lyle

The ladies have asked me to wish each of you a Merry Christmas and Happy

STAMP WINNERS

MARGARET VANMETER
JOHN WILL McCLISTER
DALTON CLEAVINGER




ARCUND THE HGRN (Continued) s
and the world are richer for it,

His successor, President Lyndon B, Johnson, is a oa'.bable men with outstanding
leadership qualities, A newspaper columnist once said of Jolmson, "Hets a good

guy in a tough spot, and the rougher it gets the calmer he gets". M2 § 1

R R o o
[/I: was our privilege to attend the dedication of the magnificent Academic~Athletic
. Building and E. A, Diddle Arena at Bowling Green last Saturday and shave in the
realization of a dream in which so many people of this section of Kentucky have
participated,

The multi-purpose building opens a new era of academic, athletic, and cultural
possibilities for the entire geographic area, and will sband as a monument of
appreciation to such colorful figures as Dr. Kelly Thompson, Coach E, A. Diddle,
and the Board of Regents of Western State Teachers College. :

This group, with the help of the alumni, faculty, student body and friends of
Western, paved the way for this modern edificew-which marks an extraordinary
milestone in the life and development of the College.

The dedication ceremonies Saturday was a memorable homecoming event=-long to be
remenbered, and this columnist wishes to join hundreds of other Kentuckians in
extending congratulations to Dr. Thompson and Ed A, Diddle, friends of long stand-
ing, who have practically given their entire life with fruitful results to Western
and its environments,

#* ¥ ¥ %W

Menbers of Kentucky!s Eleventh District, Licensed Practical Nurses, will hold
their annual Christmas Party in the blue dining room of the District 6, State TB
Hospital on Monday night, December 16, starting at 7 P.4d, Mrs. Clara Vanzant,
Edmonton, is president of the group and Mrs. Juanita Smith, Scottsville, secretary.

Plans have been formulated by our Maintenance and Housekeeping Departments to
redecorate several rooms in our hospital while the patients are spending their
Christmas leave at home,

Our Maintenance Department is now engaged in remodeling and making several im-
provements in the Laboratory on third floor,

& 3 % # ¥

For many years we have been presenting our service pin awards at a picnic feast
for employees during the summer months, However, this year we deviated from this
practice and will present eighteen eligible employees these pins at an Employee
Service Luncheon to be held in the hospitalts dining room on Monday, December 16,
starting at 12:30 P.M.

De. C. C, Howard, Chairman of the State Tuberculosis Hospital Commissiom, and
Thomas M, Layton, Executive Director, Frankfort, will present the pins and special
awards at the luncheon program. In addition to eligible employees, other invited
guests will include Mayor Lymn B, Mayfield, County Judge James E. Gillenwater,
Circuit Judge-elect Cass Walden, and County Attorney Shelly Riherd, all of whom
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A Facility Worthy Of High Praise-

Those who viewed Western State Col-
leges Academic-Athletic Building for the
first time Saturday went away with the
impression that here indeed is a facility
worthy of the great praise heaped on it
during Saturday’s dedicatory ceremonies.

Such adjectives as “‘beautiful,” “mag-
nifieient” and “‘exciting” were used by
spédkers to describe the structure and they
were not misplaced.

The versatile structure is all of this, and
it SBems certain that it will prove a tre-
mendous asset to Bowling Green and all
this section of Kentucky as well as to the
college.

The E. A. Diddle Arena, which stands
. at the center of the structure, is of ifself
a splendid facility, which undoubtedly will
prove the énvy of many less favored in-
sfitutions. With a present seating capacily
of 8,500 that later can be expanded to more
than 13,000 without structural change in
the building, this particular part of the
facility stands as a fitting memorial to
Western's colorful coach Diddle who built
the baskethall Hilltoppers into .a name that
has had to be reckoned with on the na-
tional scene, In the process, of course, he
created thousands of loyal fans in Bowling
Green and throughout Kentucky whose sup-
port makes this type of faecility possible.

But the Academic-Afhletic Building is
miuch more than a basketball arena. It con-
tains 30 fine classrooms, which were urgent-
1y needed by the college, and other athletic

An overflow crowd c;f 9811 fans watches

facilities such as an indoor swimming#pool
and an auxiliary gymnasium. i

And its utility does not end there. It is
anticipated that the basketball arena alsoe
will serve as the scene of such ecultural
activities as lectures, concerts and drama-
tic presentations, and thus make a huge
contribution to the intellectual and aesthetie
enrichment of Western and this eatire area.

As Dr. E. Kelly Thompson, Western's
president, observed during Saturday’s cere-
monies, “This multi-purpose building which
we dedicate opens a new era.of academic,
athletic and cultural possibilities for the
entire geographic area.”

Dedication of the Academie-Athletic
Building serves as a new reminder® fo
citizens of Bowling Greem that they are
most fortunate to serve as the home of this
dynamie, growing institution of higher
learning and its aggressive, forward-look-
ing leadership.

Staff Photo by Bill Strode

that dedicated the Hilltoppers' new ia‘,mo;;qoo academic-athletic
Western Kentucky and Vanderbilt in their Saturday night game building. Vandy spoiled the opening with®an 80-62 victory.
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By TOM DUNCAN
Covurier-Journal Seuth Kentucky Bureau

Bowling Green, Kv., Dec. 7.—Governor Bert
Combs dedicated Western Kentucky State Col-
lege's $3,000,000 academic-athletic building
Saturday “to the service of the' people of
Kentucky.”

'The building houses the 8,500-seat E. A.
Diddle Arena, which Combs called “a great
monument to a man who has dedicated so
many years of his life to help the youth of
this region reah?(' the potential of which they
are capable.”

The arena was the centerpiece of a night-
time program, too, at which Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Wilson W. Wyatt spoke,

Diddle Presented Automobile

Between the two sessions, an open house *

was held at the huge circular building on the
Russellville road. The program ended with
the Western-Vanderbilt University hasketball
game, ‘with Coach Diddle: receiving a new
automobile at half-time ceremonies.

__COURIER-

Combs, Wyatt

Combs was intrpduced by Dean Raymond L.
Cravens as a Governor who has made “the
advancement of Kentucky education . . . his
first crusade.”

Combs, who leaves office Tuesday, said:

_ “The advancement of education in Kentucky
is not merely a matter of justice to our chil-
dren or to our underpaid teachers. . . .

“Since this is my last appearance as Gover-
nor before many of you, let me take this
opportunity to thank you for your kindness
and cooperation during the last four years.”

Alfterward, Western President
Thompson, who presided, called Combs
cation’s great all-time friend.”

Dr. Thompson also paid particular tribute
o the architects, Frank Cain of Bowling Green
and Ben Johnson of Owensboro.

He credited them with making possible a
beautiful building containing the giant arena—
capable of expansion to more than 13,000
seats without structural changes—plus 30 class-
rooms, swimming pool, and other facilities.

“edu-

ﬁgip Western_
Dedicate$3-MillionBuilding

Kelly |
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S%News Spom itor
Depth 'defeated n in
the Diddle Arena dedi ory

duel ‘last might as Vanderpilt

wore down game Western,
82-60, before a r?rd throng of
9,811, ,‘.,
WORpE

Ev I bri!li » = point
perfo é'r guard
Darel Camer, % scored the
first and last goals of the game,

could not prevent coach Ed Did-
dle’s troops from bowing in his
42nd season-opening tilt.

It was the Vanderbilt bench,
led by .former Allen County ngh
star W  Calvert, which was),
the big difference in the end.|
The Commodore reserves aec-
counted for 23 points, ‘one more
than the final difference in the
score, with Calvert sinking 10
of them.. .

The Hﬂlloppers meing a

dy had

Vandy team w

won two roa mes._and is

rateﬁ a top thr¢ in the South-
Conference, jumped into

a st g 10-point lead at 26-16

with 7 minutes and 33 seconds

remaining in the half.

i?lg and sophomore Bane Sar-
rett'had canned three goals in
as many shots, all of them from
the 20-foot range. ¢
Calvert came flying off the
bench then and Vandy began
oving, The Allen County pro-
uct contributed three fast field
s, the last one in the half's
last second on a 41-foot peg
shot.
B W
That fantastic basket, capping
an 185 Vandy rally, gave the
Commodores a 34-31 lead at

|intermission and they ran it fo

10 points at 42-32 early in the
last half,

Carrier friggered a come-
back which got the Toppers
‘within three points twice at
46-43 and 52-49.

Vanderbilt then tore off 13
consecutive points, six of them
by . 67 forward Bob Grace, for
a 65-49°lead and there were no
more comebacks left in the tir-
ing Hilltoppers now.

Roger Schurig, didn’t hurt the
Toppers in the scoring column.

Carrier had supplied 12 of
those points with precise shoot-

The two Commodores that perlor ‘height in the 3-9 Lee
Western feared the most, 6.0/and 6.7 forward Bob '(Snake)
center Clyde Lee and 6-4 gnard|Grace that it wound up with a

L

‘Lee, averaging 21.5 points a|gmat skill in covering the de-
game was checked with 11 last fensive board and then getting

night and Schurig was limiiedi
to 8.

Vandy guard John Ed Miller,
though, bombed 20 points with
tantalizing drives through the
Western defense. And Wayne
Taylor, who had not scored a
field goal in Vandy's first two)
games, pitched in five in this|
third tilt.

3

It was that depth,
which really made dedicated
Western dead. In addition to
Calvert’s 10 points, reserves
Ron Green and Bob Hines scor-
ed 8 and 5 points respectively
and Mike Gambill supplied two
points.

Against this 23-point contribu-
tion by Vandy’s bench, Western
retaliated with just four from
its reserves — all of them by
sophomore center Ste vé Cun-
ningham.

In addition to depth, the Com-
modores had height — such su-

L

though, |

53-41 margin in rebounds.
Lee in particular displaved

At Halfhme Of Dedrcc:hon

Ed Diddle rode to center.
court in the arena named after|
him last night in'a golf cart and
then drove home in a 1964 car,

the gift of the friends he has
made in vears as Western
basketball {¢oach,

A record throng of 9,811 spec-
tators in the E. A. Diddle Arena
shook” the mammoth sstructure
with their cheers when Diddle
said “thank you' for the a,uo-
mobile, a plaque from the *
Club and an oil portrait of him-
self.

| Western

{Commodores finished strong for|
\few years.

The portrait was presented to
the college and will hang in the
arena, It was painted by Claire
V. Fry, an art director for a
national firm.

The presentations were made
at halftime of the Vanderbilt-
game. The invading

an 82-60 victory.

College president Kelly
Thompson introduced Diddle as
“one of the greatest coaches

who ever lived” and W Club
president Rémw Clark thanked
him for “giving your life to
Western." i .
L
William (Red)
|Diddle’s first 1
plaver and now. TEN
tors executive, was on hand ‘to
give Diddle the keys fo

eneral Mo-

The automobile w,
mideourt for the
It is a gray ear jand
ped in a gia ﬁl‘e:" hbon,.
| Although the car was 1
\prise, Diddle was as cloge tc
|being speechless as he ever has

Friends Give Diddle New. Car,

Plaque, Portrait, Ovations

MCCfo_chlin.f[

been in his 41 year W1
when the public-address miero-
phone was handed him. |

It had been a terrific strain|
for weeks, this dedication game,
on the 68-year-old head man,
who has been in and out of the|
hospital frequently in ‘the last

He mentioned those who had
led Western to its place in the
sun among the mnation's col-
leges, paying particular tribute
fo the three presidents he has
served under — the late Dr, H.
H, Cherry, the late Dr, Paul
L. Garrett and Dr. Thompson.

the Hillloppers steadily moved

away the half-court pass to set
up fast-break goals.

Grace finished with 17 re-
bounds and Lee with 13. They
personally got more balls off
the boards than all of the 10
players Diddle emploved. Four-
teen of Western's 41 rebounds
were of the team variety, cred.
ited to no individual.

The Hilltoppers’

|

hackhoard |

leader was Sarrett with seven

recoveries, Carrier was next!
with five,

Both teams were wound so
tightly at the outset that they|
went 112 seconds before Carrier
broke the scoreless ice with a|
jump shot from the corner, [

Lee's free throw then ac-|
counted for Vandy's first point,
Carrier retaliated with two sin-
gles for a 4-1 Western lead and

ahead then,
% W ¥
Sarrett was getting picks
which freed him for long over-
head sets and jumps and Car-
ried gunned away steadily from
the circle,
Vanderbilt was
double-post at the
ploying hoth Lee

using a
start, em-
and Grace
S

VeiERAN COACH Ed Didd
phone) says ‘‘thanks”

night. The game was the first

for a new automobile
and a plaque held by Mrs. Diddle (seated,
left) during ceremonies henoring him at half-
time of the Western-Vanderbilt game last

4

A

deep under goal. But West-

ern was gettitg strong defensive
perfnrma%z " from Ronnie
Kidd and Ra§ Keeton and the
Commodores fhad to abandon

this offense adthe Toppers’ lead
mounted.

Kidd’s turg-around jumper
with 7:33 left{in the half sent
the spread to 86-16 and the roar
was deafening even in this
giant arena.

But Calvert lwas in the gam
now and Grage returned affer

‘a six-minute rest on the bench.

Vandy gol vitually all of the
rebounds in the last seven min-
utes and Western was finding
\the picks hard to ﬁet

Calvert confributed a base-
line jumper and a fast-break
goal to the rally and Lee got his
first goal on & corner shot at
2:50,

A driving
gave Vandy it
game with les
remaining in ti
made it 32-31, ¥

Calvert mad4
spread at in
with his senss
from 41 feet. H
past mid-court

sket
first lead of the
than a minute

andy,

ermission then
tional peg shot
e was one sfride
when he jumped

le {at'm.crp-' E. A. Diddle

played in the

ern 8

by Grace|

e half. The goal

it a three-point|

|and fired * Lo wlth one

hand c-}eanly‘ the' net.
Two goals I)Y'Ml ¢ shot Van-
t lead al

derbilt into a 10-
‘49 32 with 17:37 r‘i?mammg in|
the game,
R

| But Carrier contributed "_ll_'lree
field goals in less than @ two
minutes to trigger a stron;gf&[—lill-
topper comeback. 3

It was this rally which can
give Diddle heart as he faces
‘a testing schedule with an in-
experienced crew. Becalse even
giving Vandy the benefit of two
previous games, Western was
the stronger feam in much o
{the middle portions of the last
half.

A goal from the corner by
Sarrett, his fifth of the game
without a miss, cut the Vandy
edge to 52-49 with 10:39 to go.

deadly 13-0 surge. _
| Calvert started it, taking plens
ty of the pressure off, with a

|Grace scored on a follow shof
and a 15-foot toss. Bob Hines®
hook was followed by a single
by Miller, two frees by that
Calvert again and a 20-foofer
by Grace

Arena, named in honor of the

Hilltopper coach who is beginning his 42nd
year at the Western helm, Western president
Kelly Thompson can be seen over Diddle’s
right shoulder along with other wellwishers.

Then ecame the Commodores’|

slick jumper from the circle,|,

||Cunningham 4, Kidd 3, Keeton

i
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In this rally, Lee was a hack-
board demon, picking off miss-

fed Western shots and getting

them out quickly for fast
hreaka |
* ® I
Western never got closer than|
11 points the rest of the way.l
“We played a fine first half|
and then inexperience got us.,”
said Diddle. “We quit running |
our offense late in the first half
and in the second half.
“Their depth wore us down. |
1t’s rough to meet a team this|

w

£ Confinued on pagel 18, eelumn 4|

Green 3, Hines 3, Taylor 2,
Schurig 2, Thomas 2, Calvert
1, team 6. Western 41 — Sar-
rett 7, D. Carrier 5, Rhorer 4,

2, Works 1, Shuffield 1, team 14.

Officials: John MePherson,
Nashville, and Ben Edelen, Lou-
isville.

VANDY G A F-A PF TP
Taylor 57 0-2 2 10|
Grace 313 0-1 4 10
Lee 413 35 o7 gt i
Miller 6-9 8-9 n 20
Schurig 411 00 '8 8]
Calvert 4.5 22 2 10
Green 3-10 01 0 6
Hines 2-6 1-2 1 5
Gambill 1.2 00 ) 2§
homas 0-2 -0 1 nl
Totals 34.78 14.22 15 82 ‘
Percentages 432 .636 [
W. KY. G-A F.A PF TP
Sarrett 5-8 0-0 3,10
Keeton 4-9 03 2 8
Kidd 3-10 24 3 k]
D. Carrier 9-14 67 3 24
Rhorer 313 00 2 6|
C’ingham 0-0 46 2 1
Works 0-1 0-1 1 0
Belcher 0-0 0-0 0 0
Baker 0-0 0-0 1 0
Shuffield 0-1 1 R
Totals 2456 1221 19 60|
Percentages .429 .57 ‘
Vanderbilt 34 48—82
Waestern 31 29460
Bebounds: Vanderbilt 53 —
Grace 17, Lee 13, Miller 4,

' 1
!

1963

rena

BACKBOARD BALLET—If was no tea party under the back
boards in the Vanderbilt-Western battle last night as thi
action shot indicates, Hilllopper Ray Rhorer (No. 15) attemphs
a lay-up, but got too much oppositien frem Vandy’s John
Miller (31) and Wayne Taylor. The Commodores won the
battle of the backboards, 53 rebounds to 40, and captured the
game, 82-60,
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—8taff photo by Bill Pr ]

BOWLING GREEN. Ky—Western Kentucky basket-
ball coach Ed Diddle receives the keys to a new automobile
from William “Red” McCrocklin, Diddle’s first' of 12 Das-
ketball ‘All-Americans, who won-the title in 1938,

Combs, Wyatt Speak at $3 Million|
Home of Ed Diddle’s Hilltoppers

By TOM POWELL, Staff Correspondent L g
BOWLING GREEN, Ky. — Western Kentueky}!
State College's magnificent $3 million Academie-
Athletic Building and E. A, Diddle Arena were offi-
ciallyadedieated in two ceremonies here vesterday.
Kentucky Gov. Bert Combs; in the afternoon cere-
T 3 "~ mony, described the huge
circular building as the

“most beautiful, spectacu~

lar, and | think, the big-

gest structure | have dedi-

cated during my four

years in office.” fas

“Kentucky is coming of* !

It has grown from the knee-

britehes of awkward adolescence

to the long-pants of progressive
adulthood. !

“Nowhere is that more é\dw}
dent than on the campussot
Western Kentucky State Col
and in the event we Are cels
brating teday,” Combs said.

THE GOVERNOR caus
chuckle among the 3,000 pé
in attendance when he said, "A
governor frequently has the
problem of injecting adrenalin
into the chiefs of ge :
+n keen them moving.

Staff photo by Bill Preston

BOWLING GREEN, Ky—Dr. Kelly Thompson, presi-

dent of Westérn Kentucky
8mbs 'greet jeach other at
cademic-Athletic Building a

Western's New Ar

Cantinued from Page, Ona)
RS R AR
reslr

premises, recelving cuided tours
X  studentsSBost were awed
him at a redsn y.ﬂﬂ e sight gl the gymnasium
p?." ey : %ﬁe la.'g‘r was filled by 9,200
hompson is Western's presi-|fans for the Western-Vanderbilt
dent, Under his direction 11 new| hgsketball came.
buildings have been built here in ITS ULTIMATE st
eipht years.

& Ca-

pacity 1s 13,000, surp i

Dry Thompson said the new the South only by Louisville's
building” W&s designed to fill a Freedom Hall. Present capacity
varigty of “needs of a modern|is 8500 and every seat was filled
|college.” for the game last night, plus at

“All who love Western . :
who are interested in its prog-| An organ concert, featuring
ress cherish this day. organist Clyde Rose, opened the

“This. multi-purpose building night ceremonies before the

o s
which we dedicate opens a new | 82me. L et RS
era of aeademic, athletic, and| K bt Gov. Wilson W. Wyatt ex-

and | least 700 standees.

|cultural possibilities for the ens gnfledc 31‘;'55““_%“‘ *1]{“1 ‘_‘.“1}."‘-’?
|tire geographic grea” Dr. ‘_,ﬁ\'T AL “'T‘” B "‘.‘;--}f?f“t-
Thompson said. his iz a most magnificen

structure that the people of

THE 188,960 square-foot ;.-.U-m_\.|l{{:111,uck}' can be extremely
ture, in addition to E. A. Diddle|proud jof.”

Arena, has 80 air-conditioned| There was a central figure as

|classrooms, @ modern language|the proceedings moved toward

State College, and Gowv. Bert
the dedication of Westérn's |
nd E. A, Diddle Arena,

ena g4

I can't help recalling a dittle|
handbox we played ih bagk in|
the 1920's. (Diddle followersheall
{the gvm 'The Old Red Basn.)

“The gaym was about six by|
six all around and you could
|hardly mova., Well, they banged
us around good and beat uUs, but
| wasn't feeling too bad cause
they still had to come to my
place.” |

The coach said e looked for |
days for a man to referee the|
game and finall found one,
The going rate f@r officials in
those days was $Bor $2 a game.|

“He said to me,” ‘now, Mr.|
Diddle, I'm not going to cheatf
for you." “I told him, I don't
want vou to cheat, just call them !

for the other,

“WELL SIR, we won the fight|
and we won the basketball game

laboratory, several tiered lecture their denouement, and it was
rooms and specialized pooms for t he silver-haired Western bas-
aquatics, gymnastics and other ketball coach, 68-year-old Ed]
physieal e‘du%ﬁtion COUrSes, Diddle.

The main g'}"]" combined with .E|rl;;|-11£:'_: 3w li\i.’]!'l“.l\ at half-|
the auxiliary gym provides four|lime ceremonies during '»\m{‘.h|

basketball @ouirts, three volley- e was presented a new auto-}:
ballSEenptgi2 badminfon and|Mobile and a dedication day|
four handball courts, Located in Plague by the Western S&iub,
front of the building is an olym-|Coach Diddle was gripping®his

pic-size swimming pool. trademark, an everspresent ted
Initial remarks at the after-|towel. A large portrait of Diddle |
noon program were made by|Was given the college. }
Carson Culler, speaking for the Entering the game, Diddle's
Western student body. career record was T84-286. Coach
Other participants were Dr, Ed is the only man to compile
Willson E. Wood, head of the over 700 victories in more than
department of English, rep- 1000 games al one college. Onlyl
resenting the Western faculty; Kansas' now-retired Phog Allen,
|Dr. Merrill W. Schell, president|with /771, has more wins than
of the Alumni Association; and|Diddle, who doesn't plan to re-
|Maxey B. Harlin, representing/tive in the near fubure.”
the Western Board of Regents.| “IT'S GOING to be too muech
The governor was introduced fun in this new arena to retire,”
by Dr. Raymond Cravens, dean said Diddle,
of the college,

“When [ seea a building as=
Spectators: milled around t.hi;:]..bmsﬁ_ 11" 4 this,' Diddle said.

and I swear, I believe that WHSJ
the only baskethall game in hisalt
tory wherg! not one faul SSwas
called. T had instructedsthe Fef-

arce to just call jummp balls d
out. of beunds,” D&,fuﬂ}tﬁ:rl
with a gtin, “T paifhinm 87 900."

Western paid $2999.983 more|
than that for the site where
Diddle's team played last night,
and the ogly persons claiming
foul were the referces, |

h kA

the same for oge side as you do(?
!
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Gov. .Co.mb's Cdﬂ.sl .Facility "Spectacular” ‘
Western Dedicates Giant New
Academic-Athletic Building

Amid solenm academic pomp|basketba

and athletic excitement, West-
ern yesterday dedicated its
giant Academic-Athletic Build-
ing and 8,500-seat E. A. Diddle
Arena. 3
Lk W

“*This is the most spectacular,
the most beautiful and, I think,
the largest structure I have ded-
jeated,” Governor Bert Combs
said in his address during for-
mal dedication ceremonies for
the $3 million fieldhouse and
classroom building. The pro-

gram began at 1:30 p.m. with |

an academic procession,

The day ended in the arena
where 9,200 spectators — the
largest erowd ever to witness
an athletic event in Southern
Kentucky—last night saw West-
ern meet Vanderbilt to open
Coach E. A. Diddle’s 42nd sea-
son as Hilltepper coach. ...

Immediately preceding the

R

\dedicating the athletie portion of
ithe building,

1l game, Lt. Gov. Wil-|building “just think how much|the problem of injecting adren-
Wyatt was introduced more it means to me,” saying alin into the chiefs of govern-
that he left Bowling Green that ment departments to keep them
January four years ago feeling moving,’”’ the governor abserv-
he had promised Western thejed, “‘Our problem with Kelly
gymnasium. {Thompson is to restrain him to
Speaking at the afternoon ses-|a reasonable pace.”
sion of the dual program,| Thompson, who presided over
Combs called the multi-purpose the program, introduced a large
building ‘‘a spectacular eX-|nymber of people who had a
ample of the progress which pole in the building's eonstruc-
Kentucky is achieving.” {tion. Among them ¢ state!
The outgoing governor tﬁldiofﬁcials, Westerns board: of re-|
the crowd of 3,000, which in- gents, Westerns planning C0m|
cluded Western’s faculty array-\mittee and various planners and |
tion he received that night when|ed in academic regalia, that he|puilders.
he told the erowd he would|had dedicated “everything from| ¢The creation of this bni]d-i
take back to Frankfort the mes-|sawmills to toll roads” duringling would have beeh impossible|
sage that Western needed a new|the past four years, in descnb-lwimout the united thinking and
gym was repeated last night. |ing the new building as ffene~ b any people in[
“The arena is the symobl of tacular. AdoZ Uid-’*';*sa " responsibility.’
the union of the athletic with| Combs paid t oBa)jon #4213 ““‘6‘* @ |
the academie,” the lieufenantileadership of We; Ha PIEseH syybiof °B%2 o de by Car-|
governor said last night. He Kelly Thompson, son Culler, representing the stu-|
told the crowd that if they| R i
thoug.ht they were proud of the!

son W,
by Western president Kelly
Thompson as “the man who
really started the ball rolling”
for construction of the new
building, Wyatt extended greet-
ings at the evening program

Wyatt had also extended greet-
ings to a standing room only]
crowd on the occasion celehrat-[
ing Coach Diddle’s 700th win in
January 1960, The standing ova-

A  governor frequently has' Continued on page 3, column 3 |

' Western

Continued from page 1

dent body; Dr. Willson E. Weod,
representing the. faculty; Dr.)
Merrill W. Schell, alumni as-
sociation president; and Maxey
B. Harlin, member of Western’s
Board of Regents,

Wood called the dedication of
|the Academic - Athletic Build-|
ing the “‘culmination of Dr. (H.|
H.) Cherry’s vision. Dr. Cher-|
ry was Western’s first president. |

After the afternoon ceremony,
visitors toured the circular)|
building’s varied facilities dur-
ing an open house which was
observed until 5 p.m. |

The structure being dedicated |
provides Western with 30 class-|
rooms plus offices, for three
departments of the college —
foreign languages, military sci-|
ence and physical education. |

® % #

Constructed over a period of|
more than two years, it has a|
diameter of 100 yards and a

' height of 90 feet from floor lev-

el to the highest point of its
bicyele-wheel type roof.

The E. A. Diddle Arena,
named for Western's colorful|
coach, who was honored during
{halfstime ceremonies last night,
has a seating capacity of ap-
proﬁmately 8,500, which can be
\increased to more than 13,000
|without structural change to the|
| building,
| The present seating includes
| more than 3,000 theatre-type
seats plus permanent bleach-
ers at the second level and pull-
{out bleachers on the floor level.

Also within the building are
an auxiliary gymnasium for
an Qlympic-size swimming pool
and;a variety qg athletic dress-

o (Dally. News Phato)
CEREMONIES DEDICATING Western State : ol
College’s huge Academic-Athletic Building
yesterday afterncon featured an address by

Gov. Bert Combs (center), flanked here on

Y

ing rooms, shower rooms and
equipment stor areas.

The portable stage from which |

|the dedication cergmonies were

{conducted permits the basket-
|ball facility to be converted into
an auditorium for musical and |
theatrical programs, convention|
and lectures, :

When rollout bleachers are re-
moved, the arena floor is con-
verted into three basketball
floors for practice sessions and !
intramural sports.

i

{lper football team,

® w

Dero G. Downing, Western’s
dean of admissions ‘and chair-
man of the dedicatory com-|
mittee, described the facitlity|
and what it would' mean fol
Western during the evening por-
tion of the dedieation. . -
| He was assisted by Western’s |
|{band and choir and the com-
munity ‘chorus, which demon-|
strated the arena’s capabilities
as an auditorium for musical
programs, 3 :
| The program began with
|the Western cheerleaders filing
linto the awena ecarrying bas-
kets of flowers with which they
banked the dais. The cheer-
leaders were followed by the
Ohio Valley Champion Hilltop-

White-uniformed members of
the Pershing Rifle Color Guard
raised the flag as Jeanette Rid-
er Sallee a Western graduate
sang the national anthem ae-
companied by the Western
band.

Thompson read a telegram
from Governor-elect Edward T.
Breathitt in which he congra-
tulated the school, Thompson
and Diddle. Western's presi-
dent also introduced and asked
to stand Caldwell County High
School’s _ state ‘ champion foot-|
ball team, eoached by a former
Western athlete, Fred Clayton.




Bowling Green, Ky., Dec. 7—FEarly ar-
rivals‘for the .dedication of one of the
wonders of the World—a place big enough
to seat most of the people who want to see
Uncle Ed iﬁdﬁf‘s teams play basketball—
wound their way up long, curved ramps to
the - majestic entrance of Western Ken-
tucky’s mew Academic-Athletic Building
here Saturday afternoon.

Stranges found the place easily. They
just Iol[iwged the crowd. Hereafter, they
§ 3 will find it just as
easily by simply
asking, “Where is
the Diddle Arena?”

Technically, the
Diddle Arena is the
hall in the center
of the $3,000,000
multi - purpose
building containing
everything from a
swimming pool to
a foreign-language
room with booths
and headsets for
all students.

jut if it hadn’t

__Ed Diddle

Mr. Diddle and his athletes, those

ns might have been much longer
ing. So if you ask a Bowling
r sometime in the future where
he' Academie-Athletic Building is, don’t
%;;ﬁ'rprised if he says, “You mean the

Diddle Arena.”

Dr. Kelly' Thompson, Western's presi-
dent, wa§ So busy greeting arrivals he
hardly had time to don his cap and gown
before Governor Bert Combs appeared in
full regalia and photographers were asking
for: pictures of the two together. Nick
Denes, the ,;cm!)atl coach: Ted Hornback,
assistant bagketball coach, and scads of
others in caps and gowns were welcoming
visitors on all sides. . . . I asked where Mr.
Diddle was: . . . Nobody knew. I went
downstairs and found him. He was showing
Red MeCrocklin, one of early All-Ameri-

_ ¢ans, his new team dressing room.

Never Wore One Before

Too Late To Begin—Asked if he wasn't
going up and get into cap and gown with
the rest, the revered coach, now in his
49d year as coach and 68th year as one of
nature’s noblemen, drawled, “I've never
been in one of those things vet and I'm
too old to start now.”

Mrs. Diddle joined him about that time
and laughed, “That’s just what I said when
they offered to send me an orchid—I
haven't worn one yet. Why start now?”

The beloved pair sat in chairs with the
“common folks” on the arena floor as the
Western Brass Ensemble played “Pomp
and Circumstance” and the procession of
Western “brass” began. . . . It was a long
and impressive entranee ¢f dignitaries.

Then came the choral invocation by the
Western Choir led by Ohm Pauli.

e Ed still s

"bu_ild.ing”s dedication b(gu}«sw

By EARL RUBY, Courier-Journal Sports Editor

6 win g

B m e

ar
‘Miss Elizabeth Summers, & sophdmore
music major from Bowling Greehd was. to
have accompanied the choir on the bright
new organ which was rolled ot ,
ocecasion.
But as Mr. Pauli gesturedé fos
Elizabeth shook her head and al
The electricity hadn’t been turne
the organ wouldn't play. .. . RE
occasion. the kids sang a cappe

it beautifully. Then came’ t

Proudly Guides Tour ' #
- 5
Office Crowded—Before the cte‘owd be-

gan to 'gather, Mr. Diddle . y and |
proudly showed me his baby. .&¢. *They |
say the construction men thréatened to -
strike,” he said, “to make me stay out of
their way, but that's not so. I helped every-
body from the diggers to the roof men
and didn't ask for any pay. . S

“Now here is my office.” . . . It w&>p
crowded with mementos, citations, pic-
tures and stuff we couldn’t turn around.
We backed out into the main lobby where
along one wall are several giant trophy
cases, Coach Diddle pointed to two Sugar
Bowl cups as his most priged possessions.
. . . He showed many njce&]i hted class-
rooms, a swimming pool and then a large
practice basketball court.

“This,” he said, “is biggef  than “the
whole building I played basketball »in
when I went to Centre.” . . . WE e to
another door. “This is our offi€ dress-
ing room,” he said. “Nothing else like i
in America—look, a secret ‘door to:the
rear. If the crowd doesn’t: liké*their" work
all they have to do is undo fhis lateh and
they are gone, and nobody will know
where they went.” [ tgni

We came to the dressing rogm, L_.,'T

“Here is something new, foo." he said
with pride — “a
door opening di-
rectly onto the
court so the play-
ers won't have to
fight the crowd
getting on or off
the court.”

McCrocklin, who
is 6 feet, 7 inches
in his shoes, lacked
about four inches
of touching the
ceiling of the
entryway. . .

“Hey,” he grinned, Dr. Kelly Thompson

: . Statt Photel by %

NEW HOME FOR TROPHIES | . . Westefn Kentucky busketbalf cope

Diddle (right) showsshis brother Georgd seme of the tr&ﬁaﬁ-ﬁf}w@-

school's new.Academic-Athletic Building which was declicatedwyest'erday.-' In

the eenter of the building is Diddle Arena, named after the Hilltopper  coach
who sent his 42d#Western team into action last night, *.of° . .

[l
\

“ean all of your P
boys walk upright through here?” .

“I haven't tried 'em,” saids Mr. Diddle,
“but 1 hope I'll have some who havelte
stoop.”

It was a wonderful day and a beautiful
ceremony. Everything was perfect. Lo i
. . . Well, everything but the organiI i
hope Miss Summers will find (it in her .F}O,V}:“FITI_OR :’EP» _‘*3 ;
heart 't'_&'kfnrgi\-'q it. After she gives it a ‘ &:{'Ua:%“\?:;m#n ' 'i(‘_f‘-"‘x’m-\{f‘tf-‘:n- n.#4 A‘;l‘;‘f:
he e 5 o £ 3 LOC0 " Acaderics (i
swift kick, that is. Building. The address vas given 'n 2iddia Arens, where I2-f night 'Wesif}?‘;

tnened fts basketBall Feascitpon n-+. Vanderbils A -

TR R L5 (aamis A EnTAnaee cefier With
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A gty
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JOE CREASON’S
KENTUCKY
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ANY things go into molding the ca-

tﬁ a man. Sometimes it's a

mexhber of his own family who in-
fluenﬁés the way he goes. Another time
it'’s an example set by a friend, or even
a kindness by a stranger that tips the
sqales one way or another, as in this story:
" The fime was early fall in 1928; the
ﬁ?fae ‘the Hilltop campus of Western Ken-
w State College in Bowling Green. A
xnuhg freshman football player from Leb-
g\oa ‘sat depressed on the steps of a class-
" building, bemoaning a practice in-

Py that had forced him to give up his
college gridiron career before it had even

As he sat there immersed in dark
thoughts, Ed Diddle, Western’s basketball
coach who then, as now, was the hero of
every student at the college, happened by
and asked why all the gloom. The boy ex-
plained he'd been advised to give up foot-
ball because of the injury, he was flat
hroke, and was getting ready to go home
and give up college as not being for him,

Diddle waved the boy into his automo-
bile and drove to a Bowling Green bank.

THOMPSON AND DIDDLE
As a coach’s tears went unshared

B J

There he signed a note for $25, and handed
the boy the money.

The boy was Dr. Kelly Thompson, who
just happens to be president of Western
today.

Highly Useful Re!dtmnahlp

The Diddle-Thompson meeting is re-
called here becuuse that kindness of the
big man on the campus to an unknown
freshman was the gesture that changed
Thompson’s life. It also started a relation-
ship between the two men which has been
one of the longest (35 vears) and most har-
monious (not one harsh word) in American
college life.

Thompson not only remained in sehool,
he immediately became a partstime college
publicist, later director of ‘publie relations,
then assistant to the president and finally,
nine years ago, president,

The relationship of the two men reaches
a new plateau today when the building
Thompson has hoped to see go up on the
campus ever since he has been there is
dedicated officially, The structure is the
$3,000,000 Academic-Athletic’ Building, the
center part of which is the E, A. Diddle
Arena, a modern-as-tomorrow basketball
hall named for the veteran coach. The
main building will be dedicated at 1:30
p.m. (C.8.T.), the arena at 6:30, with West-
ern playing Vanderbilt afterwards.

It took years of side-by-side work for
the Diddle-Thompson duo to put Western
in the big-time of college basketball.

It paid off in 1942 when the %eam was
asked to play in the National Invitational
Tournament at Madison Square Garden, a
postseason meet which then was more or
less the Rose Bowl of basketball. Western
finished as runner-up to West Virginia,
losing in the final game 47-45, and its
reputation was made,

Since then it has played against the best
teams in the land, and has participated in
seven other N.LT. tournaments and in the
N.C.A A. meet six times,
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‘Barns”Have Changed

b 00,81
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At Western!
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PAS " PRESENT . . . Western Kentucky ﬁpketball farn will flock to
the &“ - 000 000 plant (right) tonight for the dedication game with Vander-
bilt. 4Sofme Hilltopper fans may even recall the first playing palace for Ed

Diddle’s 1922 csgers (above), called by Western rivals the “Little Red Barn.”
Westm;"play nine seasons in the original *Barn" and t next. 33 in the

Phys Edudeation Butldmg which the Hilltoppers last™ February,
o iy [ - —
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‘f8,500 To See Western Dedication:

~
<

By DAVID C. ADAMS

Bluegrass _ basketball
who are anxious to get a
on the state’s entries in the
Ohio Valley Conference  this
season need not look beyond
tonight’s rugged schedule.

fans
line

ing — Western's second
1 ihe
lege 41-24, Diddle’s gr

the Physical Education Btlilﬂ
on February 9, 1931, a§
‘Toppers beat Georgetow)
record im this gym ~'i':[m‘id_$36
victories and 38 defeals. £

: - asl ‘g Feh-
Western Kentucky o pie s u!alllv ”éf) In"fﬂthg:l:m;éat‘:m chst;-
against  Vanderbilt in :lg,gm nibped  Fit Tenneasoe
dedication game of the [Hill- 8079 : R s
toppers’ new $3,000,000 acatlem- 8 ¢ e ¥ {daddy” of bas
ic-athletic building, BOMNhE “granddacdy a3

Murray entertains nationally
rated Bradley and Eastern is
host to highly-regarded Day-
ton. Morehead's defending co-
champion Eagles lift the O,
V.C. lid at Middle Tenncgsee:

All are back-breaking
signments, to say the least.

8-

In other state college action:

Pikeville plays at Berea for
the second straight night, Cum-
berland’s hich-scorine Indians

kethall totes a 754-286 won-lost
record over all,
Western hopes
rely on Diddle
most from some

this season
getting the
talented

e

sophomores and a fine
season from sedior Darel Car-
vier of BristoW. Carrier hit
the basket for 19 points a game

third

last vear.

Keeton At Center

Carrier’s punling mate at
guard will b@ B2Y Rhorer. Ray
Keeton opens al center. Sopho-
mores Bane"Sarrett and either

Ronnie Kidd ©0r Steve Cun-
ningham' start in the front
court,

At Murray, ‘coav}-, Cal Luther
will remind hi$ Veteran Racers
how close the¥ Ydme to knock-

L

ing off Bradley last year
on the Peoria floor. The final
margin of 7978 doesn't show
that Murray lost ai the foul
line.

Luther will assign 6-foof, 8-
inch soph Stewart Johnson to
6-10 Joe Strawder, Bradley's
pivot star, Jim Jennings may
draw LaVerne Tart, the Braves'
No. 2 scorer last season, or
soph Ernie Thompson.

Depends On Sophs

Coach Jim Baechtold of East-
ern. with a front line aver-
acine 6.6, has got balanced

Eastern, Murray In Tough Tests

scoring  in two games and
superb rebounding from 6-8
30b Tolan, Gordon Hatton is
the top Dayton Flyer threat

Bobby Laughlin, with his
Suard-oriented offense, hopes
815 sophomore-dominated
Eagles can regroup from a

pasting at Ohio University. Any
one r|l th

ree NewComers

ﬂ“”l.\ Akin, I'loyd MeCoy and
Tommy Castle—is capahle of
taking the heat off guards

Harold Sergent and Roy Ware.
““‘l ‘I'_'i!'..'lt"'- must \lll[[ 6-3

Larry Stewart of Clinton, Ky.,
at Murfreeshoro
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ﬂoram space. Governor Bert Combs will deliver :le fterno dule heq i v V n W ’
be the prmupl speaker at the evening dedication of E. A. Dlddle Arena. Over 9,500 fans are expecied h bc on ham:l for lhe dedu:ahry game lomghf betweeﬂ the Weslern

Hilltoppers and

the Vanderbilt Commodores.

e S

DediCdtion Of A-A Building And
E.A.Diddle Arena Set For Today

Today another star is added
to the crown of Western. Aftes
days, months, and years of
planning and laboring, the
Academic - Athletic Building
and E. A. Diddle Arena is a
completed reality and is to be
officially dedicated.

Concluding the dedication cer-
emonies, Weslern will battle
Vanderbilt University in the
Topper's opening game of the
1963-64 season. The 8:15 p.m.
game begins Coach E. A. Did-
dle's 42nd year at Western.

Governor Combs To Speak

Governor Bert T. Combs will
deliver the dedicatory address
at the afternoon session. Be-
ginning at 1:30 p.m., the pro-
gram will begin with an aca-
demic procession. Other speak-
ers on the program will repre-
sent the student body, faculty,
alumni, and Board of Regents.

Visitors will be invited to tour
the building during an open
house following the dedication.

The athletic part of the build-

GOV. BERT COMBS

ing will be dedicated in a sep-
arate program beginning at 6:30
p.m. in the E. A. Diddle Arena,
Lieutenant Governor Wilson Wy-

LT. GOV. WILSON W. WYATT
at! will deliver the address dur-
ing the ceremony.

Coach Edgar A. Diddle will
be honored in halftime ceremon-

Students Speak Highly
Of Building And Arena

% By Clair Nichols and
Denney Nachand

More important, possibly,
than any technical or aesthetic
appraisal by experts of West-
ern’s new Academic - Athletic
Building is the opinion of the
student body it will serve,

The general reaction around
eampus has been largely favor-
able. Many students expressed
satisfaction at the excellent ac-
sommodations for athletic con-

tests, the large sealing capacity,
and the easy accessibility to
and from all seats,

The expanded facilities for
physical education classes, both
activity and lecture, are of spe-
cial interest to those majoring
in this field. Tom Carbotti, jun-
ior from Brooklyn, expressed
this opinion:

“The fine dressing rooms and
auxiliary gymnasium will pro-
vide more rooms and genecrally

improve
courses.”

Another P. E. major echoed
that comment,

“Western has done a fine
thing for itself and for physical
education,”” Mike Kenney, sen-
ior from West Hartford, Conn.
and president of the Physical
Education club, said. *“This new
building will be a great aid in

physical  education

Continued on page 11, column 1}

ies to be conducted by the W-
club of former Western athletes.
A number of attending past
Western greats will be intro-
duced. To highlight this part of
the program Coach Diddle will
be presented a 1964 aulomobile
— a token of appreciation from
many of his friends.

The completion of the $3,000,-
000 structure brings to end a
three year long job.

Ground Breaking

Ground breaking ceremonies
began the actual work Novem-
ber 17, 1961. The program was
planned to coincide with West-
ern Founder’s Day. However, at
that time Western's building

committee had been at work on
plans for the giant structure for
more than a year.

Many Western students have
already been initiated to the
fact that the building is a multi-
purpose facilily. The home of
three academic departments, it
provides much needed class-
room and office space for the
college.

Three Departments

Around the circular perimet-
er of the building are 30 master
classrooms, lecture rooms, and
seminar rooms, plus offices for
the faculties of the three de-

Continued on page I'I column 3

“A Fabulous Facility,” '
Says Dr. Thompson

By Jane Trevathan

An elated President Kelly
Thompson terms the all-modern
Academic-Athletic Building and
E. A. Diddle Arena, “‘a fabul-
ous facility that will serve not
only as a great athletic arena
for this geographic area, but
an edifice thal can be used for
all types of communily events,
cultural and business-wise,"

The President continued, ““The
idea for this building came to
me about three years ago. Most
new gyms were being built by
putting them down into the
ground, but I though it would
be better to get above the
ground and capture the space
you would turn over to the soil.
Without taking credit from the
architects or engineers, we did

Continued on page 9, column 1

KELLY THOMPSON J
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Combs, Wyatt To Speak

Park City
Dao. 1, !

Addresses by Gov.

Western Bulldl
Dedication Set

Bert, Following the formal program,

Combs and Lt. Gov. Wilson W, the Western and Vanderbilt Un-

|Wym will highlight the dedica-
of Western State College’s
$3, illion Academic - Athletic
Building and the 8500-seat E.
A. Diddle Arena Saturday.
. & =

Governor Combs’ address is|
'scheduled during the dedication
of the A-A Building beginning
at 1:30 p.m,

Lieutenant Governor Wyatt is|

to speak at the evening dedica-
tion of the Diddle Arena. This
program siarts at 6:30 p.m.
A standing - room - only
lhrough of 9,000—largest indoor
g ever assembled in
Kentucky outside the metropoli-
tan areas of Louisville and Lex-
jington — is expected for the

ievening dedication.

1

iversity ba teams fan-
gle, starting at about 8:15 p.m.
The game wi ark the launch-

ing of Ed Diddle's 42nd season
as Western's head coach.

The college’s graduate i
Club, composed of men who|
have earned letters in a varsity
sport, has scheduled a halftime
ceremony honoring Diddle. Itlr
will be capped with the presen-i
tation of a 1964 car to the vet-
eran coach.

Open house will be observed
in the giant Iding, which is
more than 300 feet in diameter,
from the conclusion of the after-
noon program until 5 p.m. Visi-
tors may tour the building dur-

ling this time.

Here is the dedication pro-
gram for the afternoon:

—"“Pomp And Circum-
stances,” Western brass ensem-
ble, directed by Bennie Beach.

—~Choral Invocation, ¥The
Lord's Prayer,” the Western
choir, directed by Ohm Pauli.

—Bemarks by Carson Culler,
representing the college’s senior
class; Dr, Willson E, Wood,
head o:t the Enghsh d partment,
Dr, M Schell,

peiation, and Ha\P\
Harlin, City, a member of the
college’'s Board of Regents.

—*‘“Alleluia™ hy the Western|
choir,

—Introduction of the dedica-|
tory speaker by Dr. Raymond
Cravens, dean of the college.

—Dedlcatory:;ddress by Gov.
Bert Combs.

—~Choral benediction by the
Western choir.

« 5 0 |

The evening program: |

—Organ concert by Claude
Rose from 6 to 6:30 p.m.

—National Anthem, Mrs. Jcan
nette Rider Sallee soloist, and|
flag-raising ceremony by the |
Pershing Rifle Color Guard., |

—Commentary on the Diddle
Arena by Dero G. Downing,
dedication commiitee chairman,
with participation by the college

choir, band and community
chorus. 4

—Address by Lt. Gov. Wilson
Wyatt.

—“God Bless America” by the |

college band, chorus and choir.
—‘‘College Heights', sung by|

‘Mrs. Sallee.

| —Western vs Vanderhilt, slart

{ing at about 8:15 p.m.

—Halftime ceremony hononng
‘coach Diddle.

] e Y |
| The multi-purpose Academic-
Athletic Building and Diddle
Arena were designed to fill a
variety of needs for the fast-
growing college.

| e beautiful building will
serve as a much-needed class-

room building, an auditorium
for concerts, lectures and theat-
rical programs, a gymnasium
Ifnr a myriad physical educa-

'tion activities and a huge arena
'where Western’s famous basket-
ball Hilltoppers will perform.

Around its circular perimeter
{are 30 master classrooms, lec-
‘ture rooms and seminar rooms
plus offices for the faculties
lof the three departments housed
there.

The Department of Foreign
Languages has been conducting
classes in several classrooms
and a fully-equipped language
|laboratory there since Sep-
tember. Two other depart-
ments — Military Science gnd
Physical Education — will move
in when the building is com-
pletely finished,
| As an auditorium for concerts,
lectures and dramatic presenta- |
tions, the Arena can have a|
'great impact upon the intellec-
tual and aesthetic enrichment of
the college and its region. The
building and arena will serve as
a cultural center for Southern
‘and Western Kentucky.

As a gymnasium and athletic
‘arena, the building eontains all
the facilities associated with
such a plant—main playing

|floor, auxiliary gymnasium and

classrooms for physical educa-
tion_ classes, swimming pool.
|dresging room faeilities for hoth
| varsity sports and physical edu-
‘cation activities lnd equipment
|rooms.

The E. A, Diddle Arena ranks
among the finest, most modern
campus athletie facilities in the
country, Its ultimate sealing ca-
pacity of more than 13,000 is
surpassed in the South only hy
Freedom Hall in Louisville, Iis
present capacity of approximate
lv 8,500 can be expanded to that
without struetural alterations.

Because of its circular design,
seating in the E. A. Diddle
Arena is better than in most
buildings of similar capacity,
There are no posts or supports
to obstruct the view of specta.
fors in even the most distant
seats,

The increased capacity should

‘also open the way for Western

to play a more attractive inter-
sectional baskethall schedule
than in the past.
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Plans For E.A. Dlddle Arenas

By BERT BORRONE
Daily News Sports Editor
Western officially started the
ball rolling yesterday for the E.
A. Diddle Arena dedication game

against Vanderbilt on Dec. 7.

¥

President Kelly Thompson and
eoach Ed Diddle confirmed the
opponent and officially an-
nounced the date yesterday and
said committees already are at
work on the planned all-day pro-

The Daily News had reported
exclusively more than six weeks

ago that Vanderbilt would be the!
dedication foe in the $2.9 million|

Academic-Athletic Building which
houses the giant arena.

The game will be a mile-
stone even in a career as re-
markable as Diddle’s. It will be
the home-opener of his 42nd sea-
son as Western's head coach.

The previous 41 campaigns pro-
duced 754 victories and 286 de-
feats.

Work on the mammoth building
is proceeding almost on schedule,
despite a bitter winter, and
Thompson said it will be ready
for use before the opening of the
basketball season.

“In fact,” he said, “our foreign
language, physical education and
military science departments
plan to begin their work in the
new building when Western's fall
semester opens in September.”

By the time the 1963-64 basket-|

ball seasons opens, the present
gymnasium is expected to be in
the process of being converted
into a library. There is a pos-
sibility, however, that the Hill-
toppers will play a scrimmage
game in the old gym before mov-
ing to the a:en;a. ’

In additien to the E. A. Diddle

Arena, the

dpener With Vandy Mapped

Academic-Athletic| junction with the observance of

Building will contain 30 master|Founder’s Day, an annual event
classrooms to house the threelheld as close as possible to the

major academic depariments, an
Olympic-size swimming pool, of-
fice facilities for faculty mem-
bers, an auxiliary gymnasium,
dressing rooms and storage
areas.

The arena itself will seat 8,500]

for basketball as it opens, but can
be expanded to 13,000-seat capac-
ity without any structural
changes, A portable stage will
make the arena suitable for use

as an auditorium for large meet-|

ings, theatrical and musical pro-
ductions.

Ground - breaking
for the giant structure were held
on November 15, 1961, when a
bulldozer, rather than the tra-
ditional spade, was used to turm
the first dirt on the site.

More than 1,000 people attended
the ceremonies, held in

birth date of Dr. H. H. Cherry,

who founded Weslern 57 years
ago.
The Academic-Athletic Build-

ing is located on a 12-acre fract
on the Russellville Road, near
the college’s Maintenance Service
Building. It is circular in design, |
with a diameter of over 300 feet|
and a height of %0 feet from play-
ing-floor level to the highest point|
of the roof.

Clark Construction Co., Owens-
boro, is the general contractor.
Frank Cain, Bowling Green,

ceremonies ' and Ben Johnson, Owensbhoro, are

the architects for the spectacular
project.

Tickets for the dedication game
with Vanderbilt will not be on
sale with regular season tickets,

ibut will be sold on a single-game
con-i basts._




BOWLING GREEN, Ky.—Western Kentucky’s Ed Diddle,
been head basketball coach since 1922, hollUs his famous red towel in front

By TOM POWELL

TENNESSEAN Sports Writer

BGWLING GREEN,
“We'l . be

baek, .aml when we get
back,  we’ll Thave the
mogt beautiful place in
Kentucky to play in/
said Western Kentucky

basketball coach Ed
Diddle yestereday.

DIDDLE WAS standing out-
the fabulousinew Western
eKntucky Arepa which, in
fact, “bears hisg mame. The of-
ficial title for the magpificent
53 million "structure Aca-
demie Athletic Building and
E. A Diddle "Arnea, but no
self-respecting sports  writer
writer will ever call.it this, so.
might as well begin now to
tab it Diddle Arena,

now, there now, but we'll get

back in a few years—hard,”
said the 69-year-old mentor
with a gleam in his eye.

“We've got plenty of parking
space, and we've going to need
it,. the grand old man con-
tinued. Dedication ceremonies
are Dec. 7 when Vanderhilt
furnishes the opposition.

The arena I8 so large that
a complete football field could
be placed in it, spun around,
and none of the edges would
be touched.

SC H OOL President Kelly
Thompson calls the structure
“a fabulous facility

serve not. oniyweas 4 ETEAL
athletic arens for this geo-
graphi¢ area, bul an edifice

that can be used for all types
of community events, cultural

and busin ;
.. Diddle LN g

thing in thhe country like it."
Diddle remarked “T've seen

that \_\‘ill'

who has

this place grow from three
buildings to 40 fome old. We
tried from 1922 to 1930 to get
our first gym and the papers
wrote editorials saying we'd
never fill it, Then we did, the
came back and wrote about
why we didn't build it bigger
in the first place. This one
ought to be big enough,” he
said with a big grin.

THE ROOF 18 840 feet in
diameter on the outside and
300 feet in diameter inside.

The roof is the most unusual
feature of the building. In
afet it's unigue and the men
who made it are now seeking
to patent. their idea. It is
called a bicycleswheel type.

The amazing part is that
1her: :.rc no ﬂlr?ers to, block
anybody's view in. a
that wm ultimately seat ngég
for basketball. Present seatmg
capaeity is 8,500.

The flgor spa.co in th
ing that can, is
188,960 square *feel and even, s
(‘oach Diddle won't be able 10

nild-

of Western's new arena. The edifice will be dedicated Dec. .7 when the Hill-
toppers take on Vanderbilt.

stern's Diddle Arena

red towel
roof fhat is 98
than the

toss his famed
against the
feet higher

tloor,

THE FOREIGN language
department is already in the
new building and during the
Thanksgiving holidays, the
military science and physical
education sections will move
in,

Thompson said proudly,
though humbly, “The idea for
this building came from me
about three years ago. Most
new gyms were being built by
putting them down inte the
ground, but | figured it would
be better to get above the
ground and capture the space
you would turn ‘over to the
soil. Without tak]ng eredit
from ths architects or en-
gineers, aff them

plaving

“land ask the d!;l‘);:i something.

The idea for what we wanted

M. wevhl

on for advice and put
committee.

“You know, they
cafeteria here once and no-
hody ever talked to anybody
who ever cooked food”
Thompson laughed. That didn't
happen this time.

"We got more for our money
than anybody could ever ex-
pect, We think it solves a
great problem,” Thompson
continued.

“THIS
try, you know and now we
not only have a building to
hold basketball crowds but
one that will serve in g0 many
ways every day of & week.
[t houses 30 classFooms, I'm
convinged you'll see more and

@ more circular buildings in the

on a

built a

o future, There is no
“wasted &pace.)” L
Diddle, who e

racked up a peerless
754 wins and 286
of them in the o? arena,

was born right on this campUs’ & mitted he was a bit senti-
a anyhody who -wag'te be '~ mental about leaving his old

ciated with it was called

home.

IS basketball couns;

eady
Return to Cage Prominence

“It's not as easy to pull up
and leave as you might think.®
he coughed, “I've had & lot of
good, happy thoughts and
memories here, and a lot of
sad ones.”

ASKED SOME of his most
nwmmahle moments, Diddle,
said, “There's been so many,”
but we won 89 comsecutive,
games here hefore they got
me, and by one point. T haven't’
forgotten that might."

“Diddle is proud of every:
pe,rt of the arena and shouted,

t thoughtless students wallk-
ing on the sod in front of it.
“That stuff cost §3 a yard!®
wilk around.” You ecan het.,
Mr. Diddle does. .




Staff photos by Jack Corn

BOWLING GREEN, Ky.—Kelly Thompson, president

of Western Kentucky College, looks over blueprints that

are now a reality in the form of the new Academic Athletic
Building and E. A. Diddle Arena.
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