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WORTHY OF RESPEOT

Baccalauerate Sermon
Western ¥ertucky State Collage
Fay 29, 1940

Irvin E. Lunger
President, Transyivanis Collepe

These final deys before your graduation from ﬂos&nrn Kentucky State
Jollege are quite properly a time for recollection, refisction and
resolution, i

Pour years or more apo yo. pradusted from high school, Neither be-
fore nor since were yo. more confident in your inowledge or more
aaturs in your ability to cope succesafully with 1ife, .

¥hen you began your college studies you were startled, you may reoall,
by the diascovery of tne painful limitations of your knowledze and " i
the hezardous state of your intellectual oompetance, The years of
vour collegs sxperience tauzht you the fitness of humility and the
neceasity of diseipiined purpose in your quest for knowledge and y
akill,

r
Kow, as you conclude your collegiate experience, you are wiser -
greater in knowledge and intellsctusl resourcefulness and mors alturt;
in sceial understanding, You have pained & more profound sense of
the myeteries asout and within which deny human grasp or sontral,
Tou understend morse fullv the intricscv and aomplexitv of both the
naturs! and the numen realm. You know mors than you knew before,
You know lese than you nesd to know to deal with life sdequately.
Consequently, you recosnize the nmcessity of sontinued Lntollootull,
technical, scoial and apiritusl growth, '

I did net require the recent events in Paris to remind you that your
11fe will be lived amidst tenslons in an spge of unending crisis, It
is axiomatic thet many of the cartainties you seek snd the sscurities
for which you strive will slude vou. Yet tnere i# no turning back,
Zt 18 the mark of an aducatsd and mature person to confront 1life with
courage and determination and to challenge it with thoughtfulness, |
with dreame ard with Paith,

Draw confidence from your yesrs of preparation. Be hiumble 49 the facs
of' tha ysure which awalt you.® Set vour dourss with firr a=d4 ndble
purpese. Do not minimize the izportance of the econtributien you can
make or the responsidliity which {e yours by virtue of the educational
sdvantages winlch heave bean youre,
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\ It is not my intention this evening to dwsll upon the vears you have . gl
already lived, ¥y concern - and yours ~ is that far grested apan of S
years which awaits you whas you lesave Western Kentucky State Oollege
diploma in hand, , |ﬁ;
y o
I doubt that you face the futurs, despite its uncertainties, with R,

) ' a spirit of resimation, Few of you believe that the future is pre- :
determined and that passive submission to whatever may transpirs ie < 1P
s virtue, PFurthermors, I doutbt that any of you ere indifferent to ¥
the future or dublous as to your responsibility for it. On the other el
hand, I doub! thet you are s0 mbusd with sgelf-sssurance as o belisve :
that the coming days and the troubled world are waiting brestinlessly
for you t¢ teke over, You are certainly more competent then when
you entarsd this indtitution but none of you has all the answers the
age so desperately eeseks. '

“¥nile the tomorrows will not enmslave you againet your will neither
f will they permit you unrestricted freedom, Clroumstances will cer-
tainly limit your opportunities and personsl inadequacies will restrain
you. However, you dare not fail to recognize that the years will
surely vield to disciplined desire, reasonable faith and resolute

purpo..-

11

What will give you the powser to dirsct your 11fe in the face of dis-
couragement and apainst forces which may seem intent upon overwhelming
you?! The answer is cleart the validity of your goals and the intensity
of your degire to achieve them!

Goals differ and the differsnce is important. Some penerste rreater
pever than others, Some heve widar repercussicns than othera, In
the coming years only simnificant objectives will suffice. Lesasr
gosls will cogt you your 1lifs and give nothing in return,

¥e may rate our goals or & scale which ranges from personal gratifi-
cation, on one hand, to social significance on the cther, We may
evaluste our goals in terms of immediate reward and ultimate value,
It e needful to understand what our gosls are, what the cantrul or
ultimate objective im, and whet their realization will mean for self
and poclety.

Whet poals will give direction and drive to your 1life? They are already
evident but their final formulation awaits your decision. Will your
gonl be the acoumuletion of personal wealth? Will it be the acquisition
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Perhaps, beyond the gosls of self sarvice and fulfillment, you '
 have achieved sufficisnt maturity to reslize that the enrichment of

without any regerd for what thelr parents taught them.” They are
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of political, sociml or economic power! Will it be the satisfaction r.‘,: el
of physical yearnings for comfort, conveniemce and security? In .

other worda, will your goals be physical, material, welfish? If L
they are, rest assured that your education will assist you im their
ltm.ﬂt- '

cherish goals of « more humanitarian or altrulstic nature. You may i

the common life holds the greatest measure of reward for personal
living, You may have acquired sufficient wisdom to keep individual
goals in propsr relationship to universul objectives. If you have,
your sducation will aid you in seeking the attairment you desire,

However, beyond the generally acoepted goals which commend themselves
to you, there is one'gosl which properly takes its place abovas all
others. It is to this goal that I would direct your attentien this
oy

If you are to seek happiness and the true satisfaction of personal
and soclal fulfillment in the coming vears, strive to be worthy of

raspect, . ST

I am not saying, strive to be respectabdble. Nor am I saying, strive B
to be popular. I am saying, strive to be wor of respect - so to
live that, whether men honor you or not, you wiil be worthy of
honor.

111 s

When that ancient teacher and missioner, Paul, wrote to his young
friend, Timothy, he sdvised, "For voursalf, concentrate on \rinning
God's approval, on being e worlanan with nethine to be ashamed of,

This is what I mean by beinp worthy of respect., Oongentrete on winuing i)
God's approval - commendetion in lizht of ultimate vhrtue and wisdom, .

Seek to be m workman with no‘hing to be ashamed of. In so doing, you )
will prove yourself worthy of honer.

Elsawhere in hias lettars to Timothy, Paul dssoribes those who are th
unworthy of respect. Such men. he writes, are "utterly self-centered, A
greedy for money, full of big worde , . 4 proud and contmpt.oul, i '

"utterly lacking in gratitudse, purity and normal human affections," . .'I
They are ':un of unsorupulous spsesh® with "no control of themselves.® !
They are "passionate and unprincipled, treecherous, self-willed and _ i o b
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concelited, loving all the time what gives them pleasurs instead of
loving God,”

This age needs more men and women who are worthy of respsct - honor-
able in the sight of Ood,

v

Although you must evem now bear the responsibilities of adulthood,
you are young., Long years lie shead, As you seek to merit the res-
pect of man snd God, you will witness to growing maturity.

Paul told Timothy, "Don't let pecple lock dow: on you becsuss you
are young, see that .they look up o you because you are an example
to them in your speech and behavior, in your love and faith and
sincerity.," These words from the fourth chapter of First Timothy
constitute the text of my brief remarks this evening.

If you speak and act like a beatnick or s self-centered and irres-
ponsible youth, men will 13bic down on you and accord you little
respect, And you will desarve no honor, However, if, ss Paul
wrote, you "turn your back on the turbulent desires of youth and
gtn your positive attention to goodness, faith, lon and peace

in company with all who approach God in sincerity,” you will merit
the respect of your fellows and homor in the sight of Ged.

v

To be worthy of respect, be an exmmple in your speech and behavior.
That is, in what you say and do, deserve honor,

Paul was not referring to the gremmatical correctness of your
speech - important though this is. He was referring to the spirit
in which you aspeak, to what you refrain from saying as well as to
what you rive utterance., I wm reminded of a meeting betwean Stalin
and 11, reported by Robert Sherwpod in his book, ROOSEVEL?T
AND INS, vhen, during a breakdown in the translation of a remark
Ohurchill had made, Stalin chuckled, "I do not understand your words,
but I like your spirit.* Who will forget Socrates' staterent to a
young friend who sought guidence in the art of speaking, "I must
teach you twe things., The cone how to hold your tongue, and the
other m te speak." By the Bigness or the littleneas of your
speech, men will grant or withhold respect,

Behavior, toc, is a key to respest, Goethe once declared that
"behavior is a mirror in which every ome displays his imsge." The

by b
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quality of your actions will reveal themselves in time. What your
sotions defend or procleim will detarmine the respect or disrespect
in which you are held,

I need not further elaborate the relation of speech and behavior to
honor, However, attention needs to be called to their importance
even though their decisive nature is obvious. If you are worthy of
respect, let your speech and behavior defend your claim,

Paul underscored, in his words to Timothy, the essential qualities
vhioch must reveal themselves in speech and bshavior when he urped
his young friend to be an example in love and faith and sincerity.

"The ultimate aim,” he insisted, "is to produce the love which springs
from a pure heart, a good consoience and s genuine faith,' The
supreme triasd of virtue, as Paul described it in the letter to the
Christians of Oorinth, is faith, hope and love - with love the
greatest, VYhen a man is motivated by love of that which is true,
good, beautiful and charitable, when love for one's fellows is a
by-product of a genuine love of God, when man places before self

the highest values the human spirit can perceive, he is worthy of

the respect of God and the honor of nmen,

The quality of falth, too, esrms respect, Without sincere faith in
solf, in man, in God, and in the processes of freedom, 1ife is empty.
"God has not given us the spirit of fear," Paul wrote, but a spirit
of faith., This age calle for faith in the human enterprise, in the
dependable values of the spirit, in the certainty of the vindicatlion
of righteousness, in the unfailing strength and grace of God, It

is in vhat & man places his faith that provides the ultimate clue

to his merit as a person,

Sincerity is the third qualiiy Paul suggests., Certainly insincerity
rarely merits respeot. Honesty end fairmess are fundamental virtues.
Unless & man has integrity ( an inner wholeness and unity of purpose),
unless he is ruled by righteous purpose, unless he will stand firm

in the right eas God enables him to discern the right, he deserves
naither respect nor honor., The desperste lives of dishonnst men of'fer
to the thoughtful person sufficient warning, end the glorious lives
of sincere and honast men and women provide a stirring challenge,

80 love, faith and sincerity - expressing themselves in speech and
behavior - hold the promise of honor among men and the approval of
God, In such respect ies the glory of life,

VI

As you approach the hour of gradustion from Western Kentucky Stats
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Oollege and contemplate vour gomls in life, reveal the measure of
your learning and understandiag. W¥ith your greater kmowledge and
eyperience, with your determination to achieve success and happiness
in the coming years, keep clear before you the finest goal of all
- honor in the sight of God and, if possible, in the opinions of men,

Be an exsmple to your fellows, even ss Psul advised Timothy, 'in
your speech and behavior, in your love and faith and sincerity."
In being worthy of respect, you will honor your college, your
generation and your God.

Galations 511,15-23,25-25
6179
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