Western Kentucky University

TopSCHOLAR®

WKU Archives Records WKU Archives

2018

UA19/16/1 WKU Football Media Guide

WKU Athletic Media Relations

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dIsc_ua_records

b Part of the African American Studies Commons, Higher Education Administration Commons,
Journalism Studies Commons, Mass Communication Commons, Public Relations and Advertising
Commons, Race and Ethnicity Commons, and the Sports Studies Commons

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by TopSCHOLAR®. It has been accepted for inclusion in WKU
Archives Records by an authorized administrator of TopSCHOLAR®. For more information, please contact
topscholar@wku.edu.






@ HEAD COACH MIKE SANFORD

HEAD COACH

MIKE SANFORD

Mike Sanford, one of college The Pursuit’s 5 Goals
football’s brightest offensive minds . Graduate every player
and a former Hilltopper assistant, was . Serve our community
named the 20th head football coach relentlessly
at Western Kentucky University on . Win the C-USA
December 14. Championship

Sanford, a 13-year college ) Defeat a Power 5 team

. annually

coaching veteran who coached . Win a New Year's 6 bowl
quarterbacks on The Hill in 2010,
returned to WKU following six game
seasons of success and achievement Sanford’s rookie campaign began
at Stanford, Boise State and, most with a bang as the Hilltoppers rolled

recently, Notre Dame. past longtime in-state rival Eastern
E SAN FORD FILE Since taki the reins of th Kentucky and raced out to a 5-2
Ince taking overthe reins of the record, one of the best marks in the

program in December 2016, Sanford’s | .. by a first-time head coach

PERSONAL mark on the program both internally through the first seven games.

Born | Feb. 4,1982 and externally has been evident from

Hometown | Lexington, Va. the beginning. Pushed by a program The home campaign concluded

Wife | Anne-Marie he calls “The Pursuit,” Hilltopper with a thrilling triple-overtime

Children | Peyton, Gunnar, and Griffin student-athletes and coaches are victory over Middle Tennessee in
actively pursuing his five chief walk-off fashion, marking the third
program initiatives on a day-to-day consecutive season WKU defeated

PLAYING CAREER (QB) basis from the moment they wake Middle Tennessee. The 2017 se:'nior

College | Bise State (2000-04) up to t.he minute th.ey goto sleep, class also became. the first senior class
including the pursuit of academic to set that mark since 1980. WKU also

success and community involvement. | went to its sixth-straight bowl game

COACHING CAREER

UNLV
2005-06 | Graduate Assistant

STANFORD
2007-08 | Offensive Assistant/Quarterbacks

YALE
2009 | Tight Ends/Fullbacks/Recruiting Coordinator

WKU
2010 | Passing Game Coordinator/Quarterhacks

STANFORD

2011 Running Backs

2012 | Running Backs/Recruiting Coordinator
2013 | Quarterbacks/Wide Receivers/Recruiting
Coordinator

BOISE STATE
2014 | Offensive Coordinator/Quarterbacks

NOTRE DAME
2015-16 | Offensive Coordinator/Quarterbacks

WKU
2017-18 | Head Coach
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under Sanford, who was one of just five rookie head coaches
to take his team to the postseason in 2017.

A former quarterback at Boise State (2000-04), Sanford holds

HEAD COACH MIKE SANFORD @

“Mike has a consistent pattern of
success. He is a proven recruiter,

(1)
coaching experience from three Fiesta Bowls and two Rose . H H m
Bowls, algongpwith playing experience in the Humanitarian, innovator and brlngs passwn and E
Fort Worth and Liberty Bowls. energy to everything he does” =
=
With accomplishments at every level, Sanford spent WKU Director of Athletics Todd Stewart | ™
the previous two seasons as the offensive coordinator/
quarterbacks coach at Notre Dame where he tutored Fighting
Irish quarterback DeShone Kizer to stellar performances while Prior to Notre Dame, Sanford spent one season at his alma
in South Bend. mater, Boise State, in 2014, where he guided a Broncos offense
that was one of just five FBS schools to rank among the top
Kizer had near-record breaking marks in Notre Dame single- | 30 nationally in all four major offensive statistical categories E
game history for rushing yards by a quarterback (second), (scoring, total offense, passing offense and rushing offense). =
touchdown passes (t-second) and total offense (seventh) to go —f
along with the single-season record for rushing touchdowns The Broncos went 12-2 that year, won a Mountain West g
by a quarterback (10) in 2015. Kizer finished his career at Notre | Conference championship and defeated Pac-12 South -
Dame with the best per-game total offense average in school | champion Arizona in the Vizio Fiesta Bowl. Quarterback Grant ;
history (272.2), the highest points responsible for per-game Hedrick led the FBS in completion percentage (70.8), while w
mark (15.6) and the second-best passing efficiency rating ranking seventh in passing yards per attempt (8.91), ninth in
(147.7). passing efficiency (157.2), 13th in passing yardage (3,696) and
14th in total offense per game (306.3).
The Fighting Irish averaged 466.4 yards of total offense per
game in 2015, the third-most in program history and the While Sanford’s development of quarterbacks is well n
most since 2005, to go along with a near-record 34.2 points documented, his work with Boise State running back Jay Ajayi | &
per game that season - three points shy of the program is even more notable. In Sanford’s offense, Ajayi led the FBS :
record. The year was capped by Sanford’s fifth-consecutive in scoring with 13.7 points per game and become the only =
appearance in a New Year’s Six or BCS Bowl Game, the 2016 player in FBS history to record 1,800 rushing yards and 500 m
BattleFrog Fiesta Bowl against Ohio State. receiving yards in the same season. The current Miami Dolphin E
and 2017 Pro Bowler set Boise State single-season records for m
rushing yards (1,823), rushing touchdowns (28), all-purpose =
yards (2,358) and carries (347) under Sanford.
SANFORD’S BOWL EXPERIENCE
=
]
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SANFORD’S PROMINENT PUPILS

Mike White, WKU quarterback

+ Head coach at WKU

+ 2018 NFL Draft 5th Round Selection, 171st overall

+ No. 3 on WKU'’s career all-time passing yards list

- Highest draft selection by a quarterback in WKU history

+  Set WKU records for consecutivity in his senior season
under Sanford

- Became first WKU quarterback to attend both the NFL
Scouting Combine and Senior Bow!

Jay Ajayi, Boise State running back

« Offensive coordinator at Boise State

+ 2016 NFL Draft 5th Round Selection, 149th overall

+  Only FBS player to ever record 1,800 rushing yards and
500 receiving yards in a season

+ Led FBSin scoring (13.7) in 2014

Brandon Doughty, WKU quarterback

+  Position coach at WKU

+ 2016 NFL Draft 7th Round Selection, 223rd overall

+ Set 37 WKU game, season and career records while on
The Hill

Kevin Hogan, Stanford quarterback

- Position coach at Stanford

2016 NFL Draft 5th Round Selection, 162nd overall

-« Winningest starting quarterback in Stanford history

» Won two Pac-12 championships (2012, 2013) with
Sanford on coaching staff

DeShone Kizer, Notre Dame quarterback

+ Position coach at Notre Dame

+ 2017 NFL Draft 2nd Round Selection, 52nd overall

- Set Notre Dame career record for points responsible for
per game (15.6) and second-best career efficiency rating
(147.7)

Andrew Luck, Stanford quarterback

- Position assistant at Stanford

+ 2012 NFL Draft 1st Round Selection, 1st overall

+ 2011 and 2010 Heisman Trophy runner-up

« 2011 Walter Camp and Maxwell Award winner

+ 2010 Pac-10 Offensive Player of the Year

+  Set Stanford records for touchdown passes among others

Christian McCaffrey, Stanford running back

«  Chief recruiter at Stanford

2017 NFL Draft 1st Round Selection, 8th overall

-+ Set FBS record for single-season all-purpose yards in 2015
+ 2015 Associated Press Player of the Year

+ 2015 Heisman Trophy runner-up

Solomon Thomas, Stanford defensive end

« Chief recruiter at Stanford

2017 NFL Draft 1st Round Selection, 3rd overall

+ All-Pac-12in 2015 and 2016

+ 2016 Pac-12 Morris Trophy winner

+ 2016 Associated Press, USA Today and FWAA All-American

@ HEAD COACH MIKE SANFORD

Everywhere Sanford has been, great players have followed.
He helped bring in top 15 recruiting classes each of his two
seasons at Notre Dame, the top-rated class in the Mountain
West during his season at Boise State, and back-to-back top 20
national recruiting classes - including a top-five class in 2012
- each of his final two seasons at Stanford while serving as the
program’s recruiting coordinator. Twenty-three members of
the Cardinal’s 2012 and 2013 signing classes were rated in the
top 25 nationally at their respective positions while 22 were
rated at least four stars, including six five-star selections.

During his second stop in Palo Alto, Sanford helped the
Cardinal capture Pac-12 Championships and Rose Bowl|
appearances in both 2012 and 2013, as well as a Fiesta Bowl|
trip to cap the 2011 season. As the running backs coach from
2011-12, Sanford was instrumental in the development of
Doak Walker Award winner and 2013 Rose Bowl offensive MVP
Stepfan Taylor, Stanford’s all-time career leading rusher (4,300).
Taylor set the Cardinal program record for total touchdowns
(45) and is second all-time in career rushing touchdowns
(40). Sanford then moved into the quarterbacks room in 2013
where he mentored then-sophomore Kevin Hogan, a 2016
NFL Draft fifth round selection.

Sanford spent the 2010 season at WKU on Willie Taggart’s
first coaching staff as the passing game coordinator/
quarterbacks coach after one year at Yale - his first full-time
coaching position - where he coached the tight ends, fullbacks
and served as recruiting coordinator in 2009. Sanford spent
two years on Jim Harbaugh's staff at Stanford as an offensive
assistant from 2007-08 and enjoyed a two-year run as a
graduate assistant at UNLV under his father, Mike Sr., then the
head coach of the Rebels.

A father of three, Peyton, Gunnar, and Griffin, Sanford is
married to the former Anne-Marie Mitchell. He earned his
bachelor’s degree in political science from Boise State in 2005.

ol
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EWHITE FILE

PERSONAL

Born | Dec. 2, 1977

Hometown | Dunn, N.C. (Triton HS)
Wife | Kelly

Children | Chase and Macy

PLAYING CAREER (LB)
College | North Carolina State (1998-00)
NFL | New York Giants (2001-02), Tampa Bay
Buccaneers (2003)

COACHING CAREER

SANDERSON HIGH SCHOOL (N.C.)
2003 | Defensive Backs

WESTERN CAROLINA
2004-05 | Defensive Backs/Special Teams

WESTERN MICHIGAN
2006 | Defensive Backs/Special Teams

STANFORD
2007-09 | Defensive Backs

WKU
2010 | Co-Special Teams Coordinator/Defensive Backs

CONNECTICUT
2011-12 | Special Teams Coordinator/Running Backs

NORTH CAROLINA STATE
2013-16 | Co-Special Teams Coordinator/Safeties

WKU
2017 | Defensive Coordinator/Cornerbacks
2018 | Assistant Head Coach/Def. Coordinator/ (Bs

BOWL EXPERIENCE

1998 MicronPC (NC State, Player)

2000 | MicronPC (NC State, Player)

2007 | International (Western Michigan, Coach)
2009 | Sun (Stanford, Coach)

2014 St. Petersburg (NC State, Coach)

2015 | Belk (NC State, Coach)

2016 | Independence (NC State, Coach)

2017 | Cure (WKU, Coach)

COACHING STAFF &3

CLAYTON WHITE

3RD YEAR AT WKU | NORTH CAROLINA STATE, ‘01

A 2017 Frank Broyles Award nominee
for the nation’s top assistant coach
and a 16-year coaching veteran, White
enters his second season as defensive
coordinator and cornerbacks coach
on The Hill following a four-year stint
at his alma mater, NC State, where he
served as co-special team coordinator
and safeties coach.

During White’s first campaign as the
defensive playcaller, the Hilltoppers
enjoyed a historic stretch, holding
opponents to their fewest point totals
through the season’s first seven games
in 15 years and a record over that span
in the FBS era. As injuries claimed
starters along the defensive front and
secondary, White's coaching in the
cornerbacks room developed DeAndre
Farris from a backup into one of the
nation’s top pass defenders.

The pass defense was also one of the
nation’s stingiest in allowing passing
touchdowns as opposing teams found
the end zone just 11 times through the
air all season against the Hilltoppers,

a mark which ranked No. 5 nationally
and just three off the nation’s top
mark. It was the fewest touchdown
passes allowed by a WKU team since
the 2001 team also allowed just 11
touchdown passes and four fewer than
the previous FBS-era low.

Due in large part to the tenacity
of the defensive backfield in White's
4-2-5 scheme, the Hilltoppers finished
ranked No. 40 nationally in pass
defense — an improvement of 79 spots
from the previous season - and No.
4 in pass-happy C-USA, allowing just
206.8 yards per game through the air,
the fewest by a WKU team since the
2013 squad.

At NC State, safety Josh Jones led
the Wolfpack in tackles with 109 and
interceptions with three. NC State’s
defense ranked No. 24 nationally,
allowing just 352.8 yards per game,
and No. 8 nationally in rush defense,
limiting opponents to 108.5 yards per
game on the ground. It was the second
consecutive season the Wolfpack
defense posted a Top 30 rating
nationally.

In 2015, the Wolfpack defense ranked
29th in the FBS in total defense, 39th in
rushing defense, 36th in passing yards
allowed, 29th in first down defense,
42nd in interceptions, 34th in third

down defense and 35th in TFL and
sacks. NC State was also one of only
two schools in the FBS to finish in the
Top 20 in both Kickoff Return and
Punt Return. NC State defensive back
Dontae Johnson, a White disciple, was
selected in the fourth round of the
2014 NFL Draft by the San Francisco
49ers.

Prior to his time in Raleigh, White
spent two seasons at Connecticut
(2011-12) coordinating the special
teams and leading the running backs.
While in Storrs, the Huskies tied for the
national lead with three punt returns
for touchdowns and led the Big East
with a 12.5 punt return average, good
for No. 18 nationally. Running back
Lyle McCombs was named an FWAA
Freshman All-American under White’s
direction, becoming just the second
Husky to rush for more than 1,000
yards in his freshman campaign.

White spent one season in Bowling
Green on Willie Taggart's first staff in
2010 with current head coach Mike
Sanford and safeties coach Jami
DeBerry.

A three-year run at Stanford
preceded his first stint on The Hill
where he coached the Cardinal
defensive backs, including future NFL
Pro Bowler Richard Sherman, and
future NFL players Michael Thomas,
Johnson Bademosi and Delano Howell.
The Cardinal rose to as high as No.

14 in the polls in 2009 and reached a
bowl game for the first time since 2001
that year.

White also had stints at Western
Michigan (2006) and Western Carolina
(2004-05) following a three-year
NFL career with the New York Giants
(2001-02) and Tampa Bay Buccaneers
(2003). A three-year letterman at
linebacker at NC State (1998-00), White
ended his career with his name across
the Wolfpack record book in several
categories including career tackles for
loss (33), single-season tackles for loss
(16) and tackles in a single game (23).

A 2001 graduate with a degree in
sport management from NC State,
White and his wife Kelly have two
children, Chase and Macy.

THYINIS

ALISHININN AUOLSIH M3INn3y L1082 S43ddOL11IH

SININOddO
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EJ COACHING STAFF

PERSONAL
Born | Oct. 20, 1979
Hometown | Fremont, Calif.

PLAYING CAREER (WR)
College | Oregon State (1999-00), Montana
State (2001-02)

COACHING CAREER

MONTANA STATE
2004-06 | Wide Receivers/Kick Returners

PROSSER HIGH SCHOOL (WASH.)
2007 | Wide Receivers/Kick Returners

CHATTANOOGA
2008 | Running Backs

EASTERN WASHINGTON
2009-13 | Wide Receivers

BOISE STATE
2014-15 | Wide Receivers
2016 | Passing Game Coordinator/Wide Receivers

WKU
2017-18 | Offensive Coordinator/Wide Receivers

BOWL EXPERIENCE

2000 | Fiesta (Oregon State, Player)
2014 | Fiesta (Boise State, Coach)
2015 | Poinsettia (Boise State, Coach)
2016 | Cactus (Boise State, Coach)
2017 | Cure (WKU, Coach)

MINORITY COACHING
FELLOWSHIPS

2010 | Oakland Raiders
2011 | Indianapolis Colts
2012 | Minnesota Vikings

JUNIOR ADAMS

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR/WIDE RECEIVERS

2ND YEAR AT WKU | MONTANA STATE, ‘04

Junior Adams enters his second
season on The Hill as WKU's offensive
coordinator and wide receiver coach
after a three-year stint at Boise State as
the Broncos’ passing game coordinator
and wide receivers coach.

In his first year on The Hill, Adams
began the development and
maturation process of a receiving
corps that lost two of the program’s
all-time greatest receivers in Taywan
Taylor and Nicholas Norris. With just
two receivers returning who tallied
at least 25 receptions the previous
season in Nacarius Fant (29) and
Lucky Jackson (26), Adams set out to
produce the next great crop of WKU
pass catchers.

Under Adams’ direction, Fant and
tight end Deon Yelder enjoyed
breakout senior seasons as both
etched their names into the record
books in their final year donning the
red and white. Fant’s 74 receptions
in 2017 were a career-best and No.

5 on the school’s all-time chart,
surpassed only by the two legends he
followed and standout receiver Jared
Dangerfield.

Yelder, an afterthought and walk-on
entering 2017 in the offensive game
plan, emerged as one of the nation’s
most talented tight ends and set WKU
records for receiving yards (688) and
points (52) in a season by a tight end.
Following the season, Yelder was
invited to the NFLPA and Senior Bowls
to showcase his ability.

At Boise State, he served as the
Broncos’ passing game coordinator
and wide receivers coach in 2016
and coached wide receivers on the
blue turf since 2014. In 2016, Boise
State posted the first pair of 1,000-
yard receivers in school history in
Thomas Sperbeck and Cedrick Wilson.
Sperbeck finished his career at BSU
as a two-time first-team All-Mountain
West Conference honoree and the
school’s career leader in receiving
yardage with 3,601.

Boise State’s passing game finished
No. 15 nationally in 2016, averaging
298.3 yards per game while ranking
No. 9 in passer rating at 161.38 and
No. 7 in yards per attempt (9.6). Adams
also helped to develop Wilson into one
of the nation’s top big play threats as
his 20.2 yard per catch average ranked

No. 8 nationally.

Adams’evolution as an offensive
mind draws from not only the Boise
State tree, but also from his five
seasons as wide receivers coach at
Eastern Washington under noted
offensive mind Beau Baldwin.
Regularly mentioned as one of the
top passing teams in college football,
the Eagles went to the FCS playoffs in
four of the five seasons Adams was on
staff and won the 2010 FCS National
Championship with consecutive
appearances in the semifinals each
of his final two seasons (2012-13). In
each of Adams'five seasons with the
Eagles, the team finished in the top-10
nationally in passing offense four of
five times including a No. 1 overall
finish in 2011 with a staggering 368.4
passing yards per game.

In 2013, the Eagles ranked fourth-
nationally in the FCS in passing offense
(349.8) and had two receivers ranked
in the top-10 nationally in receiving
yardage. Then-freshman Cooper Kupp
led the nation in receiving yards with
1,691, the fourth-most in FCS history,
while senior Ashton Clark ranked
sixth with 1,233 yards. Kupp went on
to become just the second freshman
wide receiver since 1990 to earn first
team FCS All-America honors (Randy
Moss, 1996), and was also the recipient
of the Jerry Rice Award, given annually
to the top freshman in the FCS. Kupp's
14 consecutive games with a receiving
touchdown also broke the FCS record.

Kupp went on to enjoy a breakout
year in 2015 as he won the Walter
Payton Award, given to the top player
in the FCS.. He set FCS career records
for receiving yards, touchdowns and
receptions.

The 2004 graduate of Montana State
with a degree in sociology, Adams
has also received multiple grants
as a part of the Bill Walsh Minority
Coaching Fellowship which has
given him the opportunity to work
at summer training camps with NFL
teams including the Oakland Raiders
(2010), Indianapolis Colts (2011) and
Minnesota Vikings (2012).

A native of Fremont, Calif,, Adams
got his start in collegiate coaching
at Montana State where he coached
receivers and kick returners from
2004-06.

26 2018 WKU Football Media Guide



E SANFORD FILE

PERSONAL

Born | April 20, 1955
Hometown | Los Altos, Calif.
Wife | Melinda

Children | Lindsay and Mike

PLAYING CAREER (QB)
College | USC (1973-76)

COACHING CAREER

UscC

1977 | Graduate Assistant

SAN DIEGO CITY COLLEGE

1978 | Defensive Coordinator

ARMY

1979-80 | Wide Receivers/Tight Ends

VMI

1981-82 | Quarterbacks/Wide Receivers/Tight Ends
LONG BEACH STATE

1983-84 | Quarterbacks/Wide Receivers
1985-86 | Offensive Coordinator
PURDUE

1987-88 | Quarterbacks

Usc

1989-96 | Wide Receivers

NOTRE DAME

1997-98 | Quarterbacks

SAN DIEGO CHARGERS (NFL)
1999-01 | Wide Receivers

STANFORD

2002 | Offensive Coordinator/Quarterbacks
UTAH

2003-04 | Offensive Coordinator

UNLV

2005-09 | Head Coach

LOUISVILLE

2010-11 | Assistant Head Coach/Offensive Coordinator
UTAH STATE

2012 | Asst. Head Coach/Running Backs/Tight Ends
INDIANA STATE

2013-16 | Head Coach

WKU

2017 | Special Teams Coordinator/Running Backs
2018 | Running Backs

COACHING STAFF &3

MIKE SANFORD, SR.

2ND YEAR AT WKU | USC, ‘77

Mike Sanford Sr. enters his second
season on The Hill as Special Teams
Coordinator/Running Backs coach
under his son, head coach Mike
Sanford, after a four-year stint as
the head coach at Indiana State
which included the program’s first
postseason win since 1983 when the
Sycamores defeated Eastern Kentucky
36-16 in the first round of the FCS
Playoffs in 2014. For his efforts, Sanford
was named the AFCA Region Coach
of the Year.

During his first year on The Hill,
Sanford’s special teams ranked among
the nation’s best in return prevention
as opposing teams returned punts
for a total of just 72 yards, a mark
which ranked No. 37 nationally, on
just 12 returns - No. 31 nationally.
Kickoff specialist Alex Rinella saw his
touchback percentage jump from 27
percent to 38 percent as he put 24 of
his 62 kickoffs into the endzone and
improved his kickoff average from 61.5
yards to 62.1 yards.

Prior to taking the post at Indiana
State, Sanford spent one season as the
Assistant Head Coach at Utah State
under former coach Gary Andersen
where he also mentored the running
backs and tight ends. During the
2012 campaign, the Aggies ranked
26th nationally in Total Offense (460.5
ypg.) and 36th in scoring offense (34.4
ppg.) Running back Kerwynn Williams
earned first-team All-Western Athletic
Conference honors after leading the
conference in all-purpose yards (163.0
ypg.) and rushing (106.4 ypg.).

No stranger to the Bluegrass State,
Sanford spent two seasons at Louisville
as the offensive coordinator and tight
ends coach (2010-11) following a five-
year run as the head coach at UNLV
(2005-09). His 2008 Rebels upset No.
13 Arizona State and tied for the top
redzone scoring offense (.950) in the
nation, matched only by Ohio State,
while allowing just 1.2 sacks per game,
the 15th-best mark nationally. During
his time at UNLV, 29 players earned
All-MWC honors including 2007 MWC
Defensive Player of the Year Beau Bell
and 2006 MWC Freshman of the Year
Ryan Wolfe. Casey Flair set a school
record and tied a MWC mark with 47
consecutive games with a reception in
Sanford’s offense.

Sanford spent two seasons as the

offensive coordinator at Utah under
Urban Meyer as the Utes went 22-2
and won consecutive bowl games
and Mountain West Conference
championships, including the 2005
Fiesta Bowl over Pittsburgh to cap the
2004 season in which Utah finished
undefeated and ranked No. 4 by
the Associated Press. Quarterback
Alex Smith went on to become the
No. 1 overall draft pick in that year’s
NFL Draft, the second No. 1 overall
draft pick Sanford helped develop
(Keyshawn Johnson, 1996, USC).

Prior to Utah, Sanford was
the offensive coordinator and
quarterbacks coach at Stanford (2002),
after a three-year run in the NFL as
the wide receivers coach of the San
Diego Chargers (1999-2001). Sanford’s
collegiate coaching stops include
Notre Dame, USC, Purdue, Long Beach
State, VMI and Army.

At his alma mater, USC, Sanford
coached the wide receivers from
1989-96, a stretch which included the
development of No. 1 overall draft
pick, wide receiver Keyshawn Johnson
(1996) by the New York Jets. Johnson
was a consensus All-American both
years at USC (1994-95) and earned
MVP honors of the 1995 Cotton Bowl
and 1996 Rose Bowl. Johnson was the
third first-round selection coached by
Sanford at wide receiver, joining Curtis
Conway (1992) and Johnnie Morton
(1993).

A native of Los Altos, Calif., Sanford
played collegiately at USC from 1973-
76. Sanford and his wife, Melinda, are
the parents of Lindsay and Mike, and
the grandparents of six.

ONJR. AND SR.

While head coach Mike Sanford
shares the same first and last
name with his father, the two are
not technically junior and senior.
They do not share the same middle
name.

However, for ease of
differentiation, the elder Sanford
carries the “Sr.” suffix.

ALISHININN AUOLSIH M3INn3y L1082 S43ddOL11IH THYINIS
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EJ COACHING STAFF

TJWOODS

PERSONAL

Born | Dec. 2, 1980

Hometown | San Dimas, Calif.

College | Azusa Pacific, ‘02 (Business); Azusa Pacific,
‘05 (M.S., Physical Education)

Wife | Kelly

Children | Madison and McKenzie

PLAYING CAREER (OL)

College | Citrus Junior College (1999), lowa State
(2000), Azusa Pacific (2001-02)

COACHING CAREER

AZUSA PACIFIC
2003 | Graduate Assistant (Offensive Line)
2004-05 | Tight Ends

CITRUS JUNIOR COLLEGE
2006 | Offensive Line/Run Game Coordinator

NEW MEXICO
2007-08 | Graduate Assistant (Offensive Line)

UTAH STATE
2009-10 | Tight Ends/Special Teams
2001-12 | Offensive Line

WISCONSIN
2013-14| Offensive Line

OREGON STATE

2015 | Offensive Line

2016 | Co-Offensive Coordinator/Offensive Line/
Tight Ends

2017 | Run Game Coordinator/Offensive Line

WKU
2018 | Offensive Line

BOWL EXPERIENCE

2007 | New Mexico (New Mexico, Coach)

2011 | Famous Idaho Potato (Utah State, Coach)
2012 | Famous Idaho Potato (Utah State, Coach)
2013 | Capital One (Wisconsin, Coach)

2014 | Outback (Wisconsin, Coach)

1ST YEAR AT WKU | AZUSA PACIFIC, ‘02

TJ Woods serves as the offensive line
coach on head coach Mike Sanford’s
staff, a position he assumed in
February 2018.

Woods came to The Hill following a
three-year stint at Oregon State where
he coached four offensive linemen
to Pac-12 All-Conference honors and
saw two of his linemen, Sean Harlow
and Isaac Seumalo, get their names
called in the NFL Draft. Harlow was a
fourth round selection of the Atlanta
Falcons in 2017 while Seumalo went
in the third round to Philadelphia in
2016 and won a world championship
in Super Bowl LII.

Under Woods' direction, the Oregon
State offense carried the ball for a
school-record 5.2 yards per carry
in 2016 and increased its scoring
average by more than a touchdown
that season. The San Dimas, Calif,,
native was also a leader of men in the
classroom as seven of his offensive
linemen were named to the Pac-12
Conference All-Academic team during
his time in Corvalis.

Prior to Oregon State, Woods served
as the offensive line coach at Wisconsin
where his group helped block for
running back Melvin Gordon during
his monster senior season in 2014
when he won the Doak Walker Award
and was a Heisman Trophy finalist. That
season, Gordon rushed for 2,587 yards,
second-most in a single season in FBS
history, and set the FBS single-game
rushing record with 408 yards.

Behind Woods' offensive line,
Gordon and fellow running back Corey
Clement set the NCAA record for
rushing by two backs with 3,536 yards.
That 2014 season also saw the Badger
offensive front set a school record for
fewest sacks allowed with 13 as well as
a Big Ten Conference record with 4,482
net rushing yards.

In his first season with Wisconsin in
2013, the Badgers set a then-school
record with 3,689 rushing yards to go
along with a school record 450.8 yards
per game of total offense. With Woods'
offensive line leading the way, Gordon
and fellow running back James White
became the first running backs in
NCAA history to each eclipse 1,400
rushing yards in the same season.

All totaled, Woods mentored seven
All-Big Ten players at Wisconsin,

including four All-Americans, and
helped offensive lineman Rob
Havenstein get his name called in the
second round of the 2015 NFL Draft by
the Los Angeles Rams.

Before Wisconsin, Woods spent four
years at Utah State (2009-12) including
the final two directing the offensive
line. The Aggies rewrote the offensive
record books by setting school records
for offense in consecutive seasons,
concluding with 6,108 yards in 2012.
Woods coached five players to All-
Western Athletic Conference honors,
including Tyler Larsen and Philip
Gapelu in 2011 who became the first
duo to USU linemen on the first team
since 1997.

A former player at Azusa Pacific
(2001-02) as well as lowa State and
Citrus Junior College — where he
earned NJCAA All-American honors
in 1999 —- Woods got his coaching
start as a graduate assistant at Azusa
Pacific in 2003. After a two-year run
as the school’s tight ends coach,
where he coached tight end Ricky
Burgan to NAIA All-American honors,
he spent a season coaching the
offensive line at Citrus before going
to New Mexico for two seasons to
serve as a graduate assistant on the
offensive line. Offensive lineman Eric
Cook was drafted from New Mexico
in the seventh round of the 2010 NFL
Draft while Byron Bell was named a
freshman All-American in 2008.

As of his hiring with the Hilltoppers,
seven of Woods'former offensive
line pupils are active on NFL rosters
including Bell, Larsen, Havenstein,
Harlow, Seumalo, Ryan Groy (Buffalo
Bills), and Tyler Marz (Tennessee
Titans).

Woods and his wife, the former Kelly
Williams, have two daughters, Madison
and McKenzie. A 2002 graduate from
Azusa Pacific with a business degree,
Woods continued to pursue his
education and earned his Master’s in
Physical Education from Azusa Pacific
in 2005.
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PERSONAL

Born | Aug. 22,1977
Hometown | Morven, N.C.
Wife | Lauren

Children | Kiara

PLAYING CAREER (LB)
College | Chattanooga (1996-99)

COACHING CAREER

CHATTANOOGA
2000-01 | Defensive Assistant
2002 | Linebackers

GARDNER-WEBB
2003-06 | Defensive Line/Linebackers/Special Teams
Coordinators/Recruiting Coordinator

MIAMI (OHI0)
2007-08 | Defensive Ends/Co-Special Teams
Coordinator

TENNESSEE-MARTIN
2009 | Defensive Line

CHATTANOOGA
2010-11 | Defensive Line/Special Teams

FURMAN
2012-14 | Defensive Line
2015 | Assistant Head Coach/Defensive Line

GEORGIA SOUTHERN
2016 | Defensive Line

WKU
2017 | Defensive Line
2018 | Defensive Line/Recruiting Coordinator

MINORITY COACHING
FELLOWSHIPS

2006 | Cleveland Browns
2008 | Detroit Lions

2010 | Denver Broncos
2013 | San Diego Chargers

BOWL EXPERIENCE
2017 | Cure (WKU, Coach)

COACHING STAFF &3

JIMMY LINDSEY

2ND YEAR AT WKU | CHATTANOOGA, ‘01

Jimmy Lindsey begins his second
season on The Hill as the defensive
ends coach on head coach Mike
Sanford’s staff.

In his first season, Lindsey’s defensive
front battled through injury and grew
together as the season went along
with the steady leadership from
senior tackle Chris Johnson and senior
defensive end Derik Overstreet. By
play No. 2 of the season, however,
Lindsey was already beginning work
on developing depth at the defensive
end position following the loss of
two expected starters at the position,
including end Carson Jordan one the
first play of the season. In stepped
true freshman DeAngelo Malone
who continued to grow as the season
progressed into one of the team’s more
effective true pass rushing specialists.

Defensive tackle Evan Sayner had
developed into an All-Conference
caliber interior defender before an
injury sidelined him midway through
the year. In his place, junior Julien
Lewis emerged and grew into a stout
run-stopped by season’s end, giving
the Hilltoppers a promising front four
heading into 2018. Johnson earned All-
Conference USA honorable mention
accolades after leading all defenders
in quarterback hurries from his tackle
position. And, despite the loss of
experience due to injury up front,
Lindsey’s defensive front still finished
in the top half of C-USA in rush defense
and is expected to make a significant
leap forward in 2018 as Malone,
Sayner, Lewis, Jordan all return along
with promising youth in Jalen Madden
and Jeremy Darvin who got valuable
shapsin 2017.

Prior to coming to WKU, Lindsey
spent one season at Georgia Southern
where he served in a similar capacity.
Prior to working in Statesboro, Lindsey
spent four seasons at Furman as the
defensive line coach and added the
title of assistant head coach in 2015. At
Furman, Lindsey mentored defensive
end Gary Wilkins to All-America honors
during his senior season in 2014 and
a contract with the Oakland Raiders.
Lindsey also helped Furman win a
Southern Conference championship
in2013.

Before Furman, Lindsey spent
two seasons at his alma mater,
Chattanooga, coaching the defensive
line and special teams. In 2011,
four of Lindsey’s defensive linemen
earned All-SoCon honors including
first-teamer Josh Williams. Lindsey also
spent time coaching at Tennessee-
Martin, Miami (OH), Gardner-Webb and
with four NFL teams in the Minority
Coaching Internship program.

During his time at Gardner-Webb
(2003-06), Lindsey coached the
defensive line and linebackers as well
as served as the recruiting coordinator.
One of Lindsey’s products, Harold
Wells, was named the 2004 I-AA
Football Gazette National Defensive
Lineman of the Year, and defensive
end Brian Johnson was drafted by the
Kansas City Chiefs in 2008.

Lindsey, a 2001 graduate from
Chattanooga with a degree in sports
administration, is married to the
former Lauren Thomas. He has one
daughter, Kiara. Lindsey, a former
linebacker, was a team captain at
Chattanooga during his senior season
in 1999 and the recipient of UTC's
Marco Sheppard Mr. Hustle Award.
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EJ COACHING STAFF

THE DEBERRY FILE

PERSONAL

Born | Nov. 10,1981

Hometown | Franklin, Ky.

Wife | Erika

Children | Emma, Kinlee, and Kyson

PLAYING CAREER (LB)
College | WKU (2000-04)

COACHING CAREER

WKU
2008-09 | Defensive Graduate Assistant
2010-11 | Defensive Quality Control

KANSAS
2012 | Special Teams Quality Control

INDIANA STATE

2013 | Special Teams Coordinator/Tight Ends
2014-15 | Special Teams Coordinator/Safeties
2016 | Pass Defense Coordinator/Defensive Backs

WKU
2017 | Safeties/Recruiting Coordinator
2018 | Safeties/Co-Special Teams Coordinator

BOWL EXPERIENCE
2017 | Cure (WKU, Coach)

JAMI DEBERRY

6TH YEAR AT WKU | WKU'’ 05

Jami DeBerry, a former Hilltopper
national champion, returned to The
Hill in 2017 and enters his second year
leading the safeties after spending
four seasons at Indiana State, including
his final season as the pass defense
coordinator and defensive backs
coach.

In his return as a full-time assistant
coach, DeBerry'’s safeties contributed
to one of the nation’s stingiest pass
defenses. The Hilltoppers allowed just
11 passing touchdowns to opponents
all season, a mark which ranked No.

5 nationally and just three off the
nation’s top mark. It was the fewest
touchdown passes allowed by a WKU
team since the 2001 team also allowed
just 11 touchdown passes and four
fewer than the previous FBS-era low.

Under DeBerry’s tutelage, both
starting safeties earned postseason
accolades as Drell Greene was named
All-Conference USA Honorable
mention while Devon Key was named
to the league’s All-Freshman team.
Greene and Key also finished No. 2
and No. 3, respectively, on the squad
in total tackles while Greene’s pair of
interceptions tied for the team lead.

The Hilltoppers finished ranked No.
40 nationally in pass defense — an
improvement of 79 spots from the
previous season - and No. 4 in pass-
happy C-USA, allowing just 206.8 yards
per game through the air, the fewest
by a WKU team since the 2013 squad.

A former WKU linebacker, DeBerry
was a part of WKU'’s 2002 National
Championship season under coach
Jack Harbaugh, lettering at linebacker,
before serving as quality control and
graduate assistant on defense from
2008-11.

Prior to the 2016 campaign, DeBerry
led the special teams and safeties
for the Sycamores from 2014-15,
highlighted by their 2014 kickoff return
in a crucial game in November against
Missouri State. The play, which utilized
a"hidden ball trick” setup a long return
by freshman Aaron Killebrew resulting
in a game-winning field goal by Eric
Heidorn. The special teams effort was
the No. 3 play on Sportscenter’s Top
Plays that weekend.

As ISU's safety coach, DeBerry guided
Mark Sewall to All-Missouri Valley
Football Conference second team
honors in 2014 as he ranked second
in the league in interceptions (four),
tying with teammate Travis Starks.
On special teams, DeBerry helped
develop snapper Josh Appel and
punter Osborn Umeh to Honorable
Mention and All-Newcomer honors,
respectively.

In 2013, DeBerry coached the
Sycamore special teams and tight
ends and led kick returner LeMonte
Booker to MVFC All-Newcomer honors.
Booker tallied 25 kickoff returns for
578 yards including a 97-yard return
for a score against No. 1 North Dakota
State. Aided by that return, Booker’s
173 kickoff return yards was the single-
game high that year in the MVFC.

DeBerry added a stop at Kansas in
2012 where he served as a quality
control coach on special teams. Prior
to his playing days at WKU, DeBerry,

a Franklin, Ky. native, starred as a
quarterback at Franklin-Simpson
where he threw for 2,020 yards and 20
touchdowns on 149-of-275 passing, to
go along with 464 yards and 15 scores
on the ground as a senior.
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E MAHFFEY FILE

PERSONAL

Born | Nov. 28,1987
Hometown | Grinnell, lowa
Wife | Molly

PLAYING CAREER (TE)
College | Northern lowa (2006-10)

Pro | Baltimore Ravens (2011), Indianapolis Colts
(2012), Miami Dolphins (2012)

COACHING CAREER

NORTHERN IOWA
2013 | Recruiting Coordinator/Tight Ends

NOTRE DAME
2014-15 | Graduate Assistant/Wide Receivers

NORTHERN IOWA
2016 | Co-Offensive Coordinator/Wide Receivers

WKU
2017-18 | Tight Ends

BOWL EXPERIENCE

2014 | Music City (Notre Dame, Coach)
2015 | Fiesta (Notre Dame, Coach)
2017 | Cure (WKU, Coach)

COACHING STAFF &3

RYAN MAHAFFEY

2ND YEAR AT WKU | NORTHERN IOWA, ‘11

Ryan Mahaffey begins his second
season on The Hill as WKU's tight
ends coach following a campaign for
the ages in his first season on Mike
Sanford’s coaching staff.

When Mahaffey opened the door
to his meeting room to begin his first
spring on staff, he found just two tight
ends in the room in walk-on senior
Deon Yelder and redshirt freshman
Kyle Fourtenbary. Between the two,
there were a combined zero catches
and zero receiving yards. By the end of
the 2017 campaign, Yelder would go
on to set WKU records by a tight end
and earn an invitation to the nation’s
most prestigious all-star game, the
Reese’s Senior Bowl.

Yelder, who was given a scholarship
for his fifth - and final - year on The Hill
at the conclusion of spring practices,
set single-season receiving yardage
record (688) by a tight end and tallied
the most points ever by a tight end in a
single season (52). His seven receiving
touchdowns are the second-most by a
tight end in a single season as were his
52 receptions.

Mahaffey came to Bowling Green
following a year at his alma mater,
Northern lowa, where he served as
co-offensive coordinator and wide
receivers coach. The Panthers opened
the 2016 season with a victory over
Big 12 conference member lowa State.
Three players on the offensive side of
the ball for UNI picked up All-Missouri
Valley Football Conference honors
including lineman Trevor Hanson and
Robert Rathje and all-purpose back
Michael Malloy.

Prior to returning to Northern lowa,
Mahaffey spent two seasons at Notre
Dame, including one spent with head
coach Mike Sanford in 2015. Mahaffey
was a part of the coaching staff that
helped the Fighting Irish to a Music
City Bowl win over No. 22 LSU in 2014
and a Fiesta Bowl appearance in 2015.

In Mahaffey’s first coaching stint at
UNI, in 2013, he coached the tight
ends on a team which included current
Arizona Cardinals star, running back
David Johnson.

Mahaffey graduated from UNIin
the spring of 2011 with a degree
in economics. He signed with the
Baltimore Ravens as an undrafted free
agent in June 2011 and spent time
with the Colts and Miami Dolphins.
With the Colts, Mahaffey saw action in
five games with one reception for five
yards in 2011 before signing with the
Dolphins.

As a Panther, Mahaffey played in 51
career games and tallied 25 catches for
227 yards. He was a two-time second
team All-MVFC selection and was
named to the MVFC All-Newcomer
team as a redshirt freshman in 2007.
He was also named to the MVFC All-
Academic team twice in his career.

Mahaffey is married to the former
Molly Schemm.
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EJ COACHING STAFF

ECRU

PERSONAL

Born | May 29, 1986

Hometown | Riverview, Fla.

Wife | Crysta

Children | Maurice IIl, Allen, and Noah

PLAYING CAREER (LB)
College | Notre Dame (2005-08)
Pro | Sacramento Mountain Lions (2009-11/UFL)

COACHING CAREER

KANSAS

2012 | Defensive Graduate Assistant
2013 | Assistant Director of Operations
2014 | Director of High School Relations

NOTRE DAME
2015 | Defensive Graduate Assistant

INDIANA STATE
2016 | Cornerbacks/Nickelbacks

WKU
2017 | Linebackers
2018 | Linebackers/Co-Special Teams Coordinator

BOWL EXPERIENCE

2005 | Fiesta (Notre Dame, Player)
2006 | Sugar (Notre Dame, Player)
2008 | Hawaii (Notre Dame, Player)
2015 | Fiesta (Notre Dame, Coach)
2017 | Cure (WKU, Coach)

MAURICE CRUM

2ND YEAR AT WKU | NOTRE DAME, ‘09

Maurice Crum, a two-time captain at
Notre Dame with multiple years in the
professional ranks, enters his second
season as WKU’s linebackers coach.

In his first season, Crum'’s experience
at the highest level was put on display
as WKU needed to replace two of
the season’s previous three starting
linebackers, returning only junior Joel
lyiegbuniwe. Under Crum’s direction,
lyiegbuniwe exploded in 2017 en
route to an All-Conference USA
First Team season before the junior
declared for the NFL Draft a year early.
lyiegbuniwe was invited to the NFL
Scouting Combine for his performance
after leading the Hilltoppers in tackles
with 116, the third-most in a single
season in the FBS era, and tackles for
loss with 11.5. lyiegbuniwe also ranked
fourth among all C-USA linebackers in
total tackles.

He became the first Hilltopper taken
in the 2018 NFL Draft - one of two that
year - when he was selected by the
Chicago Bears in the fourth round.

Alongside lyiegbuniwe, linebackers
Masai Whyte and Ben Holt developed
a solid rotation in coordinator Clayton
White's 4-2-5 scheme as Whyte's 64
tackles were fifth-most on the squad
and his pair of forced fumbles tied
lyiegbuniwe for the team lead.

Crum, a standout linebacker at Notre
Dame from 2005-08, spent the 2016
seasons working for Mike Sanford Sr.,
at Indiana State as the cornerbacks and
nickelbacks coach. During his playing
career, Crum played in 50 games with
42 consecutive starts and registered
306 tackles, 23 tackles for loss and
eight sacks. His 306 career tackles rank
11th in Notre Dame history. A two-
time team captain in 2007 and 2008,
Crum was one of only 17 players in
school history to accomplish that feat.

Prior to his time at Indiana State,
Crum was a defensive graduate
assistant at Notre Dame in 2015 which
included an appearance in the Fiesta
Bowl where he worked with Sanford.
Crum’s post-college playing career
included a three-year stint in the UFL
(2009-11) and three seasons on Charlie
Weis' staff at Kansas in various roles
included defensive graduate assistant
(2012), Assistant Director of Operations
(2013) and Director of High School
Relations (2014).

A 2008 graduate of Notre Dame with
a degree in sociology, Crum is married
to the former Crysta Swayzer, and
the couple has three sons, Maurice ll,
Allen and Noah. Crum’s father, Maurice
Sr., was a consensus All-American at
Miami in 1990.
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EMITCHELL FILE

PERSONAL

Born | Oct. 18,1991
Hometown | Los Altos, Calif.
Wife | Megan

PLAYING CAREER (WR)
College | Wheaton College (2010-14)

COACHING CAREER

NOTRE DAME
2015-16 | Offensive Analyst

WKU
2017 | Offensive Graduate Assistant (Wide Receivers)
2018 | Quarterbacks

BOWL EXPERIENCE
2015 | Fiesta (Notre Dame, Coach)
2017 | Cure (WKU, Coach)

COACHING STAFF &3

MATTHEW MITCHELL

ASSISTANT COACH | QUARTERBACKS

2ND YEAR AT WKU | WHEATON, ‘14

Matthew Mitchell enters his second
season on The Hill and first as a full-
time coach as he leads the quarterback
room.

Mitchell initially came to WKU as
an offensive graduate assistant in
2017 where he assisted offensive
coordinator/wide receivers coach
Junior Adams in the wide outs room.

During his first year working with
Adams, the two had the monumental
task of replacing the production lost by
the graduation of the top two receivers
in program history in Taywan Taylor
and Nicholas Norris who combined
for over 7,000 receiving yards in their
career.

With just two receivers returning
who tallied at least 25 receptions the
previous season in Nacarius Fant (29)
and Lucky Jackson (26), Mitchell and
Adams were tasked with developing
the next great crop of WKU pass
catchers.

Fant enjoyed a breakout senior
season as he etched his name into
the record books in his final year
donning the red and white. Fant’s 74
receptions in 2017 were a career-best
and No. 5 on the school’s all-time chart,
surpassed only by the two legends
he followed and standout receiver
Jared Dangerfield. Against Middle
Tennessee, Fant’s 14 receptions were
the second-most in a single game in
program history and the most by a
receiver in the FBS era.

In developing the next group of
WKU stars at receiver, sophomore
Lucky Jackson tallied the third-most
receiving yards by a sophomore in
program history (600) while freshman
Xavier Lane’s 27 receptions were the
fifth-most by a freshman in program
history. Those marks, coupled with true
freshman Jacquez Sloan’s 15.2 yard
per catch average - third on the team
behind only senior Kylen Towner and
Jackson - give WKU a dangerous blend
of speed and experience moving into
2018.

Mitchell came to WKU after two
seasons at Notre Dame where he
worked as an offensive intern and
analyst. During the 2015 season,
Mitchell worked primarily with the
quarterbacks as an offensive intern
under head coach Mike Sanford.

A former wide receiver at Wheaton
(lll.) College (2010-14), Mitchell was
a two-year starter and helped led
the team to two Division Il playoff
berths in 2010 and 2014 and capture
a pair of College Conference of lllinois
and Wisconsin titles (2012, 2014). As
a junior, the Los Altos, Calif., native
led the team in receptions (39) and
receiving yards (399).

A 2014 graduate of Wheaton College
in communications, he is married to
the former Megan Campbell.

THYINIS

ALISHININN AUOLSIH M3INn3y L1082 S43ddOL11IH

SININOddO

@WKUFootball

33



EJ COACHING STAFF

THE MARTIN FILE

PERSONAL

Born | Mar. 22
Hometown | Orlando, Fla.
Wife | LaTasha

PLAYING CAREER (DT)
College | WKU (2009-12)

COACHING CAREER

VIRGINIA-WISE
2015 | Defensive Line

WKU

2016 | Defensive Graduate Assistant (Linebackers)
2017 | Defensive Graduate Assistant (Defensive Tackles)
2018 | Defensive Tackles

BOWL EXPERIENCE
2012 | Little Caesar’s (WKU, Player)
2016 | Boca Raton (WKU, Coach)
2017 | Cure (WKU, Coach)

KENNY MARTIN

3RD YEAR AT WKU | WKU, “12

A former defensive lineman for the
Hilltoppers, Kenny Martin returned to
The Hillin 2016 to work as a defensive
graduate assistant and was promoted
to the full-time position coach
following the 2017 season.

In his first season working with the
defensive tackles, Martin’s work with
first-time starter Evan Sayner was
showing major progress as Sayner was
on pace for an All-Conference USA
season before an injury sidelined him
for the second half of the season. In
his place, junior Julien Lewis emerged
and grew into a stout run stopper by
season’s end, giving the Hilltoppers a
promising interior presence heading
into 2018.

Senior Chris Johnson earned All-
Conference USA honorable mention
accolades after leading all WKU
defenders in quarterback hurries from
his tackle position. The Hilltoppers
finished in the top half of C-USA
rushing defenses despite losing two
of their major run stuffers up front to
season ending injuries in Sayner and
freshman Jalen Madden.

In 2016, while working with the
WKU linebackers, senior Keith Brown
set an FBS single-season record for
total tackles with 131 en-route to
earning All-Conference USA First
Team honors along with Pro Football
Focus Second Team All-American
honors. The Hilltoppers finished the
campaign with the No. 2 ranked
rushing defense, surrendering just

ASSISTANT COACH | DEFENSIVE TACKLES

97.2 yards per game. Linebackers Joel
lyiegbuniwe and T.J. McCollum also
added All-C-USA Honorable Mention
honors. The Hilltoppers also led the
conference in scoring defense as they
won their second consecutive league
championship and third consecutive
bowl game.

A four-year letterman for WKU, Martin
played in 48 games with 42 starts from
2009-12 and was a member of WKU’s
first-ever FBS bowl team in the 2012
Little Caesar’s Pizza Bowl.

Martin, a native of Orlando, Fla.,
tallied 6.5 tackles for loss and 72 total
tackles over his career.

Prior to returning to The Hill, Martin
was the defensive line coach at the
University of Virginia-Wise. Martin also
served as the defensive coordinator at
Warren Central High School in Bowling
Green. He got his start in coaching
as the co-defensive coordinator and
defensive line coach at his former high
school, Ocoee High School, in Orlando.

Martin is married to the former
LaTasha Babb.
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Nick Uhlenhopp

Assistant AD/Director of
Football Operations
Second Year at WKU | Graceland ‘02

Nick Uhlenhopp serves as the
Assistant Athletic Director for Football
Operations and is in his second stint
on The Hill.

Uhlenhopp previously spent three seasons at WKU as Director
of Football Operations under former head coach David Elson
and has seen the program since the early stages of the FBS
transition. Prior to his return to Bowling Green, Uhlenhopp
spent one season as the DFO at Western Michigan and
oversaw all areas of the program'’s operation including the
team’s trip to the 2016 Cotton Bowl.

A 2002 graduate of Graceland University, Unlenhopp spent six
years at lowa State as assistant recruiting coordinator (2010-
13) and assistant DFO (2013-15) where he handled a variety
of team needs including travel, team camps, community
service events, recruiting operations, NFL scouts and walk-on
programs.

Uhlenhopp and his wife, Andrea, have two daughters, Laney
and Landry.

Nate Dennison

Director of Recruiting
10th Year at WKU | Ohio State ‘07

Nate Dennison serves as WKU'’s
Director of Recruiting. In this role,
Dennison is responsible for all
on-campus recruiting functions
including official visits, coordinates
with the Western Kentucky University
admissions office and monitors the team’s Academic Progress
Rate (APR) score. He is also responsible for managing all print
and digital recruiting efforts for the Hilltoppers.

Prior to his current position, Dennison spent seven seasons
as WKU'’s Director of Player Personnel. Under Dennison’s
watch, WKU signed the top recruiting class in the Sun Belt in
consecutive seasons, 2012 and 2013, as well as the No. 2 class
in Conference USA in 2014. The 2015 class was rated No. 3 in
the league.

Dennison came to WKU in the summer of 2007, and spent
two seasons as a recruiting graduate assistant. He was
promoted to assistant recruiting coordinator for the 2009
season before taking on a player development title in 2009.

A native of Lore City, Ohio, Dennison attended Ohio State
University, where he earned a degree in sport and leisure
studies in 2007. He spent the 2007 season as a recruiting
intern for the Buckeyes before coming to WKU.

SUPPORT STAFF &

Brian Ditmer

Head Equipment Manager
12th Year at WKU | WKU 12

Brian Ditmer serves as the program’s
Head Equipment Manager, a post he
assumed prior to the 2015 season.

Ditmer spent one year as the assistant
equipment manager for the Hilltoppers after two seasons as
a graduate assistant in the same area. During Ditmer’s time as
head equipment manager, the Hilltoppers have gone through
two jersey redesigns and changed apparel providers from
Russell Athletic to Nike.

Prior to becoming a graduate assistant, Ditmer served as a
student manager from 2007 to 2012.

Ditmer is a member of the American Equipment Managers
Association and the National Society of Collegiate Scholars.

He earned his Bachelor of Science degree in Sports Marketing

from WKU with a minor in Marketing in 2012 as well as his
Masters degree in Sport Media and Branding in 2014.

Zach Grant

Director of Player Personnel
Second Year at WKU | Notre Dame ‘16

Zach Grant serves as WKU'’s Director
of Player Personnel under head coach
Mike Sanford.

Grant, a 2016 graduate of Notre Dame,
is largely responsible for organizing
the acquisition of off-campus talent and the management of
WKU'’s 120-man roster as well as recruiting travel schedules
for Hilltopper coaches and the head coach. Grant spent three
seasons working in the recruiting department at Notre Dame
including the 2016 season as a recruiting personnel assistant
where he worked directly with Sanford.

Following that, Grant worked directly under Notre Dame’s
Director of Player Personnel, David Peloquin.

Ben Hayden

Assistant Equipment Manager
Second Year at WKU | Michigan State‘13

Ben Hayden enters his second season
on The Hill as the Assistant Equipment
Manager.

Hayden came to WKU following

a graduate assistantship at Akron
where he earned his master’s degree in Education. Prior to
his stint there, Hayden spent two seasons as an intern with
the NFL's Detroit Lions (2014-15). A native of East Lansing,
Mich., Hayden attended Michigan State where he worked in
the football equipment room from 2011-13 while earning his
bachelor’s degree in Economics.

Hayden currently volunteers as Young Life’s WKU College Life
Leader.
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