THE WAR AT HOME:

WORLD WAR II AND ITS EFFECTS ON BOWLING GREEN, KY

By: Sheryl Reed
December 10, 1990
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The early 1940s weré a time of great confusion. All eyes were
focused on the war raging in Europe and in the Far East. The
United States jOlned the~Allied powers in 1941 after the Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor. Thousands of troops were sent overseas,
while Americans back home felt the subtle effects of war on an

economy and society,
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Every town, great and small, tried to do their part for the war
effort. Bowling Green, Kentucky, was one typical small town.

In the 1940 census,
States declaration o

Saw many sons, brothers, and fathers go off to war.

who remained behind,

a growing war economy.

it claimed 14,585 people. With the United
f war on Japan and Germany, Bowling Green

For those
daily life changed to meet.the needs of
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Many young men volunteered for the services once war began.

Bowling Green had a business college and a state teachers
college, so there were many young people to recruit. 1In
addition, some high school students volunteered. Many

had to wait until the war was over before they could graduate.
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Some Bowling Green women joined various female branches of
the services as well. Many nurses from the county hospital
joined the Nurses Corp. Some went overseas for the Red

Cross; and some joined WACS and WAVES. Most of these were

young women, either in college or not married yet.
)



PN Sl fes - S

L AL e W Sl s

|
i Rk n n
A S . cmng
B Lt B A g - . . W e a
PR T B o e e LA e R 0 &
e . .W,\ T.l%
P n
Py 5 b
[ FE Q-
S =
. Mﬂd
y _ 0T
) o UJ_ “ O g
7
e BQ 2 o g
< 8 = E, T
i = CQH®
! 2= weead =
e | - (oI
A
m|.. [« C Svume nwg
I ] (/] -
~ X S S hoo
= VI L= D
40 o ~p E
| » = X2 @ £u o ©
eyt = ~“HQ 00
N g |
w2 O = 38
[ ] =V Q- O
] P = ~NOE N
_ Q - © 00
= C = SO
: S — = omp,u
A Q == ) LHO0
;\/L . dCtM
Arked | g
' : . o> 3
[Ny L=7
qb -— - N Qi
ke ok
(Vi e BTy
o m Q
OO0 WL
el O Dy
H N DP
00~
> E O N
D =g Q
0.c
~nnP
Qnaoo
E 0 .
O LB 0
L 0 3
[1v] (o]
4 O]
O g Yy
g~ QO @©
mogE >

I4
. o wm—— =

P ke,
o 7 o] SR . : .
P G S

LLUPY




. 84Ts Servucenter Lermon Broy,
- B b Compeny bois giyn G helm
Brova ko Creem & Love's Studo, Prce Bidg.
MA Company The George McGrmley Supply

" Barders Porg Mk Compony

| Tomorro‘w,-.MQnday,Afternoon k

Following Ti_lc‘_l’arad(; at 1:30 o’clock

- % xHEAR* % .
Sgt. ALVIN YORK &

* Hero of Wo'rld War No. 1

THEY GIVE)
THEIR LIVES
You:

of Fort Kn:bx

Come. and do YOUR part to help put Warren Counly
©ver the lop In the 20d War Loan Drive ... They need ° -
your dollars! Warren County has never falled to reach
thelr quota, and we do not want to fail now . .. Attend
this Rally prepared to do yout utmost for our lighting

Gerii Charles I Seott - (¥

This Message Made Possible By The
Following Patriotic Business Firms—

Allea Moter Company Gellowey Motor Compasy
Amerxos Netwonol Beak Hoyet Fraigh Lines
Avtomotng Ports Compeny Hooey Krmt Bakens

Boviog Grorn Livestock ML oty fock Asphalt Ca.
, Soom Fornitors Compony Lite & C:n:n'l_r.v_h:mm Ce.

Ly o

Bovbag Green Realty Company Motor & Electric Supply Co. -~
Betterswerth Motor Compony e s
And Modera Weldmg Company

Pork City Moter Compary Mon:‘ Jeweiry Story
Carpester-Dent-Sublett e’y
'";)--‘ Stores Pork City Deily News
Covengroa Electrucal Sem Puthia & Cimpeny
H«:-tz. Compony Buel Roger)
e Carege Scot Toboecs Cimpany
Deawe Beile Nite Club Seusders Teroce Servics
De+n’, The Women's Siory Stahoe |
J L Dwba & Compaay TriCity Uridities Compeny
Deswmer Florel Company Troy Stscm Lewudry &
Biectre Ploat Board Dry Cléaning Cottpamy
Foaws Bos Lines Warren Rarel Flectiic Conp,” - "
[ ) '-d_ - c"'M Corporetion

War bond rallies were held in almost every town in America.
They would have speakers to discuss the war and to promote
buying war bonds. People could buy these bonds at the rallies,
at movie theatres--where volunteers promoted them before the
attraction, and at banks. Bonds could be bought for $17.50,
25.00, '50.00, and '100.00. Children could buy small war stamps
for a few dollars, as well.




Sponsored by Bowiing GreenLin
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The aluminum drive helped to gather scrap metal to help in war pro-
duction. The fence around Fountain Square Park and around the
cemetary were both taken for the drive. 1In addition, volunteers
went door-to-door to gather aluminum pots and pans.. Combined

with scrap metal collected from other towns, industries were able
to utilize the metal in creating war munitions.
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Red Cross, and other organizations like Bundles for Britain,

were important volunteer groups. They rolled bandages, knitted
caps, scarves, mittens, and sweaters for troops and refuges,

and sent care packages to their relatives overseas. After the

war was over, the Red Cross sent certificates to all its volun-
teers. Many had worked over a thousand hours for the organization.
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Many women also beiéked cookies and made sandwiches for the troops
passing through téwn. Up to four trains came through Bowling
Green every afternoon. Young ladies would frequently take food
to the trains andipass them out to the soldiers. 1In addition, -

the troops would be entertained at dances held by the local
Canteen troops. ‘

AR g,

Manuscripis & Folklife frchivas
Library Special Collections
Western Kentucky University




50 of!

ey

e,

R L)
o]

P

o
< ﬁx\f o
¢ 5% Jarek
b

(o

=
AW

preerrreTy
((f

Even with jobs, money was still scarce and many supplies
rationed. Ration'ca:gg, books, stamps, and coins were found
in every home. Sugar, gasoline, tires, and other items were
in great demand. Women had to learn how to cook without sugar
if they wanted to save the sugar for home canning. Home can-
ning and victory gardens were promoted so that canned goods

could be sent to the troops overseas.




Almost everyone listened to the radio each day to hear how the
war was progressing.! In-addition to news reports, they would
hear a host of war promotional songs. It was very important

to keep moral high in the states. People were told that if
they helped the war effort in every way possible, they could
help bring "the boys" safely home. Songs were just one of many
ways this message was promoted.
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1. IN MAINE A SHIPYARD WORKER SPOKE WITHOU;I’ MUCH THOUGHT...(THE SHIPI).

2 T

3. IN NEW YORK A SAILOR’'S FRIEND GOT CONFIDENTIAL
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-{THE DATE). 4. 1 micHiGA

People were also expected to keep any secret information they
might know to themselves. Many posters and full-page ads were

everywhere claiming "Loose lips sink ships" and "Idle words
make busy subs." '

OFFICIAL U. 9. NAYY PHOTO—I1. N P.




The war raged on for four yYears after the United States became
involved. 1945, however, was a glorious year in that the war
ended in both Europe and Asia. Huge celebrations took place
at Fountain Square Park and on the Court House lawn on both

V-E and V-J Days. ‘
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S } . Troops came home and paraded through towns

to the cheers of thousands of people. The Bowling Green news-
paper claimed that "pandemonium reigned" while "young and olg,
small and great, gathered quickly on the street...while '
countless others celebrated in almost wild abandon."
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The war was finally over. For weeks to come, local newspapers
would talk of the glorious battles and of the patriotic people
who helped to win the war. What was not written, however, was
that World War II profoundly altered society. It pushed the
country into a new age of civilization.
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Sources for the photographs andg collage material can be found
in the Kentucky Library, Western Kentucky University,

Information given in presentation found in various newspapers,
histories, and oral interviews with Bowling Green people.
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