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FOLKLORE IN THE MEDIA: PAPER
Close your eyes for a moment and think of a family. A father, a mother, and 2 children. They
live in a shall town, in a beautiful cape cod home. The father ( a business man) spends time with

the chi_ldren, goes to the office every day and brings flower’s to his wife. The mother, a June

sew S |
Cleaver clone, loves and cares for her children anyway she can. She bakes,gow’s,'émd is always

home before the children get off the school bus. The children, adorable, have toys packed to the
ceiling, good food, and enough clothes to keep them warm in the dead of winter.

Is this dream real or a myth? Unfortunately in today’s society that’s what it is. A MYTH.
These perfect homes are the exception not the rule.

Now open your eyes and remember that warm feeling at the pit of your stomach. Now
imagine that after mommy goes to work in the morning or at night when mommy sleep’s, daddy
sneaks into little amy’s room to sexually abuse her. This has beg:n going on for 2 years.

I know what your feeling. Sick to your stomach, you say he’s sick, or how could he do that to
his own child? Most think that something like this will never affect them or a member of their
family? Another myth.

In our society today child abuse isrecognized as a monstrous problem. One associated with
shame and evil people. But yet many people resist in getting involved. I’'m not only talking
about sexual abuse but physical, neglect, emotional and many more.

I purposely chose the work mosterous in my earlier statement to describe who society think’s
the abuser’s is. My paper is not to argue whether the abuser’s are or are not monster’s but to
look at how we get the images of the abuser. Simply put FOLKLORE.

In order for child abuse to be prevented we must combat our folklore and our myth’s

conserning abuse. Who, what , when, and where are the question’s we must think about. My




.. Some of the artlcles deahng with law makmg mclude

Forum debates law to track sex offender’s, Report on sex abuse. of ch11dren

required by law is not ready yet, Apnl’s attenuonls on~ch11d abuse Patton plan to

protect abused kids is dead Guidelines to help pohce nvestigate babxes deaths,

Swamped with abuse cases states faﬂmg to protect chlldre ill atlers handmg of

abused children. These articles tell us that abuse isa homble thmg, somethmg

laws should respond to.

People are begging other’s to get invlovedlil:lj these artwles as wé_il examples:

Prevention of child abuse,child protection: a crisis’ éitqaﬁbn,préfé¢ﬁhg children:

o

.
et

N

L e
)
__,_-}"4'
N




with physical abuse closebeh1ndw1th |

louzed

t

< ¢
(] Q—‘." e A
AT A

""r{l R R
LRSI N SRR

. I‘b;x i3 |
“NON CAMiL,

tion in

facts. T, - T ‘




x

"01. -Headline- Forum debate law to track sex offenders. Rules must balance public, private
rights.

-Date- 05-15-97
-Author-  Wessel
-Sourée- Courier-Journal
02. -Headliﬁe- Hospitals criticized in case of infant girl who died of abuse
-Date- 05-25-97
-Author- Lawson
-Source-  Courier-Journal
03. -Headline- The murder of Sarah Hensen. Suspect past sex offender. Like most inmates,
he quit prison treatment.
-Date- 1-30-97
-Author-  Malone
-Source-  Courier-Journal
04. -Headline- Prevention of child abuse
-Date-
-Author-  Gregory Schaaf
-Source-  Courier-Journal
05. -Headline- Man gets probation in child sex-abuse case
-Date- 8-21-96
-Author-  Staff
-Source-  Courier-Journal

06. -Headline- Conviced molester, 79, won’t face more trials
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08.

09.

10.

11.

-Date- 10-02-96
-Author-  Associates Press

-Source- Courier-Journal

—Headljne— Woman told authorities husband beat baby who died
-Date—-
-Author- Associated Press
-Source- Courier-Journal
-Headline-  Report on sex abuse of children, required buy law , is not ready yet
-Date-
-Author- Associated Press
-Source- Courier-Journal
-Headline- Reader’s Forum
-Date- 5-14-97
-Author- Reader
-Source- Courier-Journal

-Headline- Frontline updates bizarre sex-abue case
-Date- 5-27-97

-Author-  Dorsey

-Source- Courier-Journal

-Headline-  Child protection: ‘A crisis situation’
-Date- 2-26-96

-Author- Reader
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17.

-Source-
-Headline-
-Date-
-Author-
-Source-
-Headline-
-Date-
-Author-
-Source-
-Headline-
-Date-
-Author-
-Source-
-Headline-
-Date-
-Author-
-Source-
-Headline-
-Date-
-Author- _
-Source-
-Headline-

-Date-

Courier-Journal
Protection children: Everyone’s responsibility
5-25-96
Reader
Courier-Journal
April’s attentioln is on child abuse
4-10-96

Staff

Courier-Journal

Patton plan to protect abused kids is is dead
3-28-96
Joesph Gerth
Courier-Journal
Reader’s Forum
2-01-97
Reader
Courier-Jounal
Guidelines to help police investigate babies’ deaths.
7-21-96
Associated Press
Courier-Journal
Study says more children being abused

10-19-96
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19.

20.

-Author-

-Source-

Associated Press

Courier-Journal

-Headline- Database didn’t show sex-abuse convicting of dead tot’s stepfather

-Date-
-Authér—-
-Source-
-Headline-
-Date-
-Author-
-Source-
-Headline-
-Date-

-Author-

-Source-

1-24-97
Quinlan
Courier-Journal
Swamped with abuse cases, states failing to protect children
3-127-96
Robert Pear
Courier-Journal
Bill alters handling of abused children
3-22-96
Joesph Gerth

Courier-Journal
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- T :-gCoun'ér-Jomal

. pors'did everything they could to get -
- him to move — leaving.threatemng ..

. system of . notifyi .—_a._com_mun.ity;
.when a sex offender is in its midst. - -

_ Tirst; it's ineffective, he said.. Those

" i-eat sex offenders successfully; they

© - community.

t, sa
.- everyone who has been convicted of i
sexually abusing-achild willsome:+
- {iay abuse another child.: Feet

Suppose:someone’who:
“onvicted of sexually abusing a
~oved into the net

w essages on his answering machine,
tzping obscene notes to'his door:=. < -
{t"s a matter of balancing a public’

rizht to know .wi

Faum. And it'snot easy. . ~: ~.+
- 37°S NOT BLACK and white,

¢&id Joanne Phitlips, executive direc-:-|.
. tir of Kentuckians- Voice for Crime

-, She was joined by David" Fried--
\13n, general counsel for the Ameri- "
ceqa- Civil Liberties: Union of Ken- -
t:ckv,:and Charles Thomas, director
¢f ‘clinical services for The Family-
Fiace:m A Child Abuse- Treatment -
£ gency, in debating how. and even -
+ aether, a community should be told
\vhena sex offendermovesin.. =7 . -
Last May, President Clinton signed’
¢ Yill, nicknamed “Megan’s Law” for
\egan Kanka. a:7-year-old who was
raped and killed in New Jersey, atleg-
edly by a-neighbor who had two %\-
ar convictions for attacking giris. The
federal law requires states to devisea -

h th:an’ ;r;?ti’w;deg{\l's a
1 1ht to privacy; expents er- |
“(ayv. at a meeting of:'l'he;-_!.oui§villé )

- Kentucky is abont to try to'do that. ™
Sen. Jeff Green, a Mayfield Republi-
can, will sponsor a bill at the General=

Assembly’s next regular session. "7 .

- ‘I'he—panelistﬁ discussed a Jan: 25°
neident in Greenville in which 16--

“vear-oid’ Sarah Hansen -was* kid-

1:1pped, raped and, killed "after she -

. *jent-to a convenience storetorenta’

- deo.- The suspect, : Robert:: Keith:.
‘ 'poda{J.’ haemntl;thgee ;yearsg‘ in.
:Json fors abusing a 9-year-.
’1d girl. He had been released inyFeb--
~iary 1996 and was living in Green-
rllewith hismother. "7 - . - .0
. Phillips said the government has a-
-=sponsibility to protect the commu--
“ity, not to aﬂow&lople .who have
sexually assaulted children to;"be put ..
ovt in the public without warning.” . .-
. Friedman; however,-gave-several:
*2aspns it's not-a good; idea:to warn.
‘he entire community in most cases.

¥ho prey on children-will simply-g
n ang!het community if theykhg A
aesaid. ., i 37 :
* Second; Friedman said, in order.to’

nwust feel as if they:area:part of the:
is told- about:their:past,’they.
made-to- feel :isolated.* defeating .

purpose of treatment.% 7k
" Both Friedman and Thomas,
_censed-clinieal psychologi id not-

:-MOST - OFTEN; re

“childre
_raped, molested and abused. by-thei
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Hospitals criticiz
in case of infant girl

This story apprared on the front

poge yesterday momtag kut is being.
reprinted today becciw: ¢ some papers

did rot contain the cntinuation of the-
story. .

By GIL LAWSON
‘The Courier-Joumnc{

FRANKFCRT, Ky. — Two hospitals’

failed to report injur =z to a 10-month-

old 3ir! that occurrnt 1n the days and *
wreks before she cied, allegealy at - UK Hospimal
the hanas of her parents, a report is -

sued Friday said. -
__ The report by tae Cabinet for Fem-
ilies and Children rxiticized hospital
officials and state Ceparmment for So-
cial Services workers for not acting
on vosaible signs of abuse. .
Tajna . Curts moved from Lex-
ingon 2 Paducsh with her family
shortly before she died Jan, 11 of in-
temai injuries. Hir mother Myrma
Tharp, and stepfother. Kenneth
Tharp, have ceen charved 'with mur-
der and crizunal assawit, Prosecutors
Rave ssid they plan to seek the death
penzity for Kenneth Tharp, who aileg-
egly deat the baby with his fists.

“After a carerul renew of the facss,

Zlaina's death is a community respon-
sibility, not just 2 DSS (Department
for Soc:al Servicer) resvonsibility.”
wrote lobyn Zap»iusid, a family
services specialist vt o reviewed the
even's that led up 9 Faina’s death.

Both hospitals, towever, deqy mis-
henalieg the situatiyt

Elaina’s last hospry visit came two
days before she cied. vhen sne suf-
fared 1 Dlack eye ¢ was taien 10
“esiern Baptist Heseid in Paducah.
The report said the doctor “noted
concerns about mahar's ctress level
in relation to the chud,"” but there was
no documentation taot the doctor no-
nfied the jocal socal-services office.
The mother blawee ihe injury on
Zlaina's sister.

Elaina also wvas *aken to University
of Xentucky Hospital Dec. i+ for a
black eye and Dec. 7 for a broken
toe. A nospital cocie] worker spoke
with the parents, Sut . here is o gocu.
mentation that a reocrT was filed snth
the Lexingron socal services office,
which alreacy wes :vestigating th
neglect of Elaina's b ~ther. .

“This intormaticn sould have pro-
vided ithe Deparument for Social
Sennces) with the necessary informa-
tion to :nitiate proceedings for
the protection ul Zana,” the cabinet
report said.

it also -aid the Lexington social
services office should have done more
0 investigate prodlems with the girl’s
famiiy before she was born. Social
services had investiyated three re-
norts at the Tharp homen 1994 and
1995. The report said there were signs
that should have prompted socal
workers "“10 deive further into the site

uation,” cuch as a veung mother with .

cossible drug ortleTs experisncing
much stress. Myrra Tharp also was
nbserved bv 1 hea l!_: lepartment em-

ticz

tor of Kentucky Youth Advocates,.
said that is why bospitals and other
caregrvers must report anything suse
picious to social workers. “That is a
serious, fatal omission,” he sard. . ..

Tte reoort also said the: district
court’s office in Favette failed .
mnori!ysodalsuyimm 'ﬂ:’lg;
emergency-protective order g
Myma Tharp against her husband in
DCecember 1996. Court officials hsve
said they mailed copies of the order.

The report recommended that the
cocial services office in Lexington get

. more trainirg on LOW to AssesS fm-

ilisg and that cases be picked for.re---
view. The cabinet said it would comply
with the recommescation for more

the Lexingten social services office of-
fer o train court clerks and the hospi-
tal staff on laws requiring child abuse-
to te reperted as well as the warning
signs of abuse and negject. The cabi-
net said such offers wall be made.-
The cabinet aiso said that a com-
darsbase that lists domestic-vio-
ence orders is now available in Lex-
ington; it was not in 1996,

REUNICNS

pigyes smiing her r-old aauga-
ier repeatealy 12 (0L

Kenneth Toamp I ad previousiy been
cenvicted of sexus! jouse.

A caiinet stater 2t said the fatality
renort “hoes rawe ¢ Miimate concems
atout the Catre mvolvement””
with Slany's {aridy Sefore Cecem-
ber. 3ut the cabiaet noted that the
shortcomings occurred before
Flaina’s birth and that there had been
no reports that Kenneth Tharp was
the perpetrator o! apuse of neglect.




Headline: THE MURDER OF SARAH HANSEN
Suspect past sex offender
Like most inmates, he quif prison treatment

Date: January 30, 1997 Section: NEWS
Page: 1A

Length: 1419
Author: JAMES MALONE, The Courier-Journal  STAFF
Text: ‘

A man charged with raping and killing a Muhlenberg County teen-ager last
weekend was a convicted sex offender who had received minimal treatment
in prison.

And the experience of Robert Keith Woodall is not unusual. State
prison officials say that most inmates imprisoned for sex crimes don't
complete the voluntary sex-offender treatment program, which a new study
suggests can be successful.

Woodall's case also highlights the limits of the state's registry that is
supposed to track sex offenders upon their release from prison. Woodall
was not listed in the registry, which is available only to law
enforcement personnel, because his conviction predated the start of the
registry in July 1994.

Woodall, 22, of Greenville, Ky., was arrested Tuesday night and
charged with murder, rape and kidnapping in the death of 16-year-old
Sarah Hansen, also of Greenville. He pleaded not guilty during an
arraignment yesterday morning.

Hansen, a popular honor student, had gone to a convenience store near
her house Saturday night to rent a video and never came home. Her body
was found in a nearby lake a few hours later.

Woodall got out of prison last February after serving 31/2 years of a
five-year sentence for two counts of first-degree sexual abuse. His
sentence was shortened because of time he was credited for good behavior
in prison.

He had pleaded guilty in 1993 to sexually abusing a 9-year-old girl on
two occasions in July 1992, when he was 18. A state corrections official
said Woodall forced the girl to fondle him.

Woodall was indicted on three other counts of sexual abuse against
three other young girls, but those charges were dismissed because of
“"the quality of the evidence,'' said Muhlenberg Commonwealth's Attorney
David Jernigan. While in prison, Woodall completed only eight weeks of a
two-year sex-offender-treatment program, according to Kathi Peterson, who
heads the Corrections Department program.

WOODALL WAS denied parole in March 1994 because he dropped out of the
program the previous fall. A 1986 state law prohibits parole for sex
offenders who don't finish treatment.

Parole Board Chairman Helen Howard-Hughes said Woodall also had besn



, /=76
written up several times for fighting in prison and appeared to have
adjusted poorly to life behind bars in his first year.

Criminologists say sex offenders are more likely than almost any other
criminals to repeat their offenses, but treatment can reduce repeat
offenses.

Peterson said a study to be published shortly will show that between -
1990 and 1995, sex offenders who didn't complete Kentucky's treatment
program before being released from prison were arrested three times as
often for new sex crimes as inmates who finished treatment in prison.

Experts say the repeat-offense rate is actually much higher, but
cffenders are often not caught or the victims don't press charges.

Nationally, the Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers says
that without treatment, up to 40 percent of sex offenders who target
children will re-offend and up to 35 percent of those who attack adult
women will repeat their crimes.

BUT FEW inmates are enrolled in Kentucky's program. In 1994, The
Courier-Journal reported that just 9 percent of sex offenders released
from prison between 1987 and 1994 had completed treatment. Peterson
disputed the newspaper's analysis but said she did not have any data on
the percentage of sex offenders who complete the program in prison. And
she acknowledged that the large majority of inmates don't complete
treatment.

Currently, Peterson said, 350 of Kentucky's 2,000 imprisoned sexual
offenders are enrolled. Peterson said inmates like Woodall who are
serving five or fewer years are much less likely to participate in
treatment than those serving longer sentences. That's because they have
little incentive to complete treatment, she said.

Inmates become eligible to enroll in the two-year treatment program
three years before they are eligible to face the parole board. But with
credit earned for good behavior, a five-year sentence typically becomes
31/2 years, even without parole.

"I don't know what the solution would be other than to have longer
sentences, '' Peterson said.

If short-term sex offenders have little incentive to enroll and
complete the treatment, then the state should motivate them, possibly by
taking away good time, said state Rep. Charles Geveden, D-Wickliffe.

Experts say sex offenders can't be forced to enroll in treatment,
because inmates must admit their problem for the program to help them.

SOME LEGISLATORS yesterday also called for a law that the public be
alerted when a convicted sex offender is released to or moves into a
community. But others urged caution.

State Rep. Brent Yonts, a Democrat who represents Greenville, said his
constituents have contacted him about the issue of public notification -
although some Greenville residents interviewed yesterday sald they were
aware of Woodall's record.

"This is the most tragic, vicious, community-destroying event that's
ever happened in this town,'' he said. ~"This has woke up the community.

7/



This is no longer Mayberry, U.S.A.'' ' A /-

Yonts said he called Gov. Paul Patton yesterday to ask that a law
requiring mandatory community notification of the release of sex
offenders be placed on the agenda for a special session this year. I
don't really appreciate them being let out, and particularly without
warning. '’ -

Kentucky's on-line sex-offender registry has about 325 names, but
neither Woodall nor hundreds of other sex offenders convicted before Juiv
1994 are listed, because of how the legislation was written.

The database- can only be used by law enforcement, but police are not
alerted when an offender moves to town, though offenders are required to
tell the state when they move. ~~Obviously, that's something that needs
to be addressed,'' said -Barbara Jones, general counsel for the Justice
Cabinet.

THE STATE has no way of knowing how many times police have queried the
registry nor does it have any way to determine whether offenders are
faithfully reporting new addresses, said Hansel Hill, who oversees the
LINK offender database for the Kentucky State Police. '

A 1994 federal law required states to create sex-offender registries
open to the public by August 1997. But Jones said subsequent amendments
have created confusion about whether Kentucky must make its registry
public.

The Justice Cabinet and a task force of law-enforcement officials ars
currently evaluating proposed changes in the registry law, including hcw
to track offenders as they move about and exactly what information should
become public, Jones said.

Some question whether the public release of such informatiocn is wise.
Civil libertarians have challenged the constitutionality of these
measures, though courts have generally upheld the legality of state
registry laws.

" "How does it affect your neighbor who is successfully completing a
program; nobody would want him in the neighborhood,'' said Joe Roehrig,
executive director of the Family Center: A Child Abuse Treatment Agency,
in Louisville. '

With treatment, offenders are much more likely to control their
behavior, Roehrig said.

And Geveden said he would have reservations about making the registry
public "“unless it could be shown to me it would perform some useful
service.!'!

“TIf the information served only to embarrass the offender, then it
performs no useful purpose,'' Geveden said, adding he feared vigilante
retribution and useless public alarm if the data were misused.

One state legislator, however, questions the effectiveness of
Lreatment programs for sex offenders and advocated stiffer and swifter
sentences for sericus crimes.

""Short of wearing a hat and a beacon that goes off, how are you goin
to keep (a sex offender) out of tha (Hansen's)ﬂyan?" asked State Sen.
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-As president of the Kentucky Coun:

-cil on Child Abuse, I comimendand
-'thank: the Ievxslature -and' the:Gover-
" nor for. their actxons in’ the last Gene*"
~-al Assembly toward one“of our-most

compelling sccietal problems — abuse

.and nezlef‘t of children. The addition-

al fundmz provided to:the Cabmet fcr
Human Resourc==s to. increase-:tha
nur’me; of .case workers in protecnvv

services was.commendable. Now it i3
crucial that those personnel positions

-be fiiled ‘mthout further delay.:No

child or family in Kentucky should t‘ H
denied protection services. becauce
bureaucratic inertia. - - .. :

Of equal 1mportance to the issite of
child abuse was the passage of House
Biil. 755. This legislation :provides

funding for the - preventlon .of .child
abuse through the establishment . 65
_‘parent_eaucanon self-help: and ‘sup-
- port groups.. This critical- component
‘must also-be errecnveiy implemente(.

though' we must bandage: -the
wounds of. child abuse: throuch . pro--

tective ‘services. the” ulnmate ‘goal
- should be to prevent this atrocity to-
~ward our’most valuable Tesource.—
--our chxldren i

GRE:ORY R SCHAAF Presxdent
Kentucxv—@ouncn ‘on Chlld Abuse
. Lexington. Ky: -40503

ﬁqum Q’éu&m&é« A DD,

| Prevention-of child abuse’

Cou&"z‘l ﬂv,,\r,kc— 8-r}-76

ya&
158 Hewasmchcted:xm
chil
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LOVRIER, TOVRMAL /0~ -

ta ‘memuglmtxfn.’snotneeded:,

udge’ Stephient: " Nick®” Frazier: i
- expécted to; sigii-an: order: dis o
- thes 14+ sexual abuse: charges:i |
imse:Anotherludgevnl[be_askedOcr‘ ;
’.Il.tcrdlsmlssa.ﬁnalcount
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Womaﬁ mid
-auti oﬁ*ﬁes
“hushband beat
baby ‘Hh@ ﬁzed

‘%:cc' red ?:'ess

. _,?A.DLC_A::. By. — _\fvma Taap
gxe authcres a. siatement savmg
-sfte warchzg zer! husband beat her 10-
mnm -id daughter several scurs be-
‘fg:e :he babvdied Jan: 11, accercing
" <o 2 document filed Ly a: prosecuicr.
™The docizent also. savs the .babv.
Saina Curss, was allezﬂf" v beaten
3Bverai Smas that day serfore shewas -
; “piken 10 it ermergency room at West-
i 2 Baptis: Hospital, The Paducah
% St recerad x&cze-c'av_ Ste dieg
i sporly afterar
= Myma Tham ..z:d her ht.shnd.’
qe'"‘e:t: Tiarp. are c..arg,*:u With
;wrf'e— ani criminai assauih Com-
Eamweaitr's Arorney Tim  Xalten-
m said “:» iitends (o =e=-c the dM"'
sénzir- agrizst Kenneth. To .the
':,?’_":V - ..D,..-u.e,.
=ane Therss oial is <<::e"u.°a for
Rv 26, Tht coucie are feing "e‘c -
*he Mc::—’ n County Jail without
sond.
The new ‘nformation is incluced in
“"‘ul of particuiars” filed by Xalten-
n McCraciken Circuit Court. The’
: dcc..m-;t sutines the common-
eaith’s case :igainst the Tharss. -
: Du:'.n'?'**e day of Jan. 11. 1887, on.
ore than cne ocezsion. Elsina C.xr“':
=as mesten,” {aitenbach wrole. FAc-
rding o "M crded staterment Zhven
v detl c..r.‘. Jyrna Tharp. <ef fecdart
Kenperh Trzon beat Elaina with his
fissin :h° .=7p [mornicg or eariy after-
" ncon of Jan. il ...and (Myrza) did
- rothing 0 Tivtect me cizild fr“m...'
"Kenneth Toa:"” N
“L.Itenua"" ‘m“d zot comm "*e:'t on-
any of the i r..mancn in the decu-
ment, He hac :aid earifer that My
Tharp is craped with murcer be-.
czuse <here '3 30 evidence that she
did anvthing o keep.her daughter
. from being beaien. Ee said that under
Xentueky law. ¢t aying 0 prevent a
'deamsmeumeasmmmntng
xilicz
., The r‘oc..mw also. Bsts 22 pcten-
' fial wimesses, Inclidig pelice, doc-
:crs. amx:ui..ncs workers and socai
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FRANKFORT Kv —_ A 1994 law re-

* quires an annual report on all cases of

‘sexual abuse-of children in"the state,

- but the first one has been delayed de-

. cause of inadequate staffing znd cum- -

" bersome compilation procedures, orfi-

" ‘clals said.

Former Attornev Generi Chris

- Gorman's Task Force on Chiid Sexual
" Abuse draited the law after f{inding
- that prosecutors. juczes and others

sometimes mishandlea czses.

" Because little or no. information -

_-about such cases had been compiled.

communities had. no way ‘o judge

~-how they were being handled.

The'law, which ‘vent into effect

* July 15 1994, requires the Prosecu-

tor's Advisorv Council and ‘he ittor-

" ney general'soffice to make nukiic at
: _Ieast once a year statistics on the in-
- vestigation,
- convicdon. or acquittal of reople

prosecution. dismissal,

'-c‘ia.rded in Kentuckv with sexually

.- abusmv childrern.

All pmsec.xtors in the state have
cot plied with the law this year, said
Jenu:ifer Schaaf. communications’ di-
rector for the current attoney gener-
al. 3en Chandler.

3u: the report from Gorman s term

at will be Ziven to the state’s Mulﬁ-
Dx< ipiinary Task Force on Child Sex
ual A>use tomorrow in Franidort i m

"cludse information about just.500 of

1,600 charges fiied from July 1.21884,

“'to June 0 1995. The re“ort won't be

made public until Chandler’s office

2dd information- about the other
llLO cases, which' could take uml
May. Schaaf said.

The problem. Gorman said in an in-
terview Friday, was that only enough
money was allotted for one person to
track the cases and compile the re-
port. That person had to create a

comruter database from scratch be-’
cause information from state agencies

was fragmented; unavailable on com-

. puter 3r not available at all.
Anyher problem. zccording to- the-

Gormran report, was_that the “Cabiner

for Zuinan Resources rl\es informa-

-'tmn omybv victim. ard:the Adminis-
trative- Office ‘of the -Courts only by’

defendant. -

After a recsnt:inairy by the Lax--

mgtcn ‘Herald-Leads--about the-re-
port’s status.Chandler’s staff began:
working on a new rian to” comple'e
the reoort and mal .sure. fhe next’

" one is on time: Chandler, who took
-office in January, also might-change

the way information is ‘presented. or'

_add _detiis ‘useful to . the Lpunhc.

Schaif said.

- Although individuai cases were nre-
se'ued by county in he- Gorrr'zm re-
port. the judges and : rosécutors han-
dling the cases were a0t named

. Chandler is making the reoorr a too

priority, Schaaf said. “We're gcing to
commit some kind of:additional- re-

sources to t.bzs and look at: a}.tomat'ng

tha way it's put. together.’

_Gorman said it is umortunate that
the first report wiil be several months

.late, bur at ‘least prosecutors and
judges will know their wor‘{ £ c..s

putlic =c:'unnv. .
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x:c:.h: to° deferd vourseif azainst than

“tke ofsmmb:m’aud

. —evea :rvcu*emnmr.

x.‘atpomtwas.‘_aca;”?mmm’-
wicning “Froctiice” PrEEms <har-doc-
umented‘a. nctcr‘cm ¢xild sex-abuse
_czse in Edenrcn, N.C., over the sast se-
en years:
A “Inpccence Loso
Tze Flea” at 3 -

. might oz KET re-

wrms o e owm
of 3.000 for 1 kixd

s p—y
paoe

-

© RNia Al
. Cig 2ie.

i o3 zarges
mqsz“ohsrderce:ca
" Tze two-hour rezer s alse a

cmg study .In Low pecqie react
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that it ‘qites an hour :

© pewW.
.“Inpceence Lost” 5 smmuing and
- ore-siced. it’s told alzest endreiy T
- the defendants’ poir? of wiew.

Tze prosecution refzeed ‘o0 o oa
caxera or ciscuss case 1o 18 the hizarre
turas ..as taxen since 15840,

(The moest recent Swist occ 'rec ;?s‘
rrday, whken rrosecuicrs 6o alf
~ pending charges agzinst the n ==
Tainicy de:"c..ms in "'° casa, Little
Rascals Day C.re owrer Repert =, Xaily

. Jr. and Xatarm Tawn Yiisen, wEo wEs
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are.'she‘te" _:zth°.m'.‘cur :

Seven reccie. wko worsed at :.‘:e T
s Rascais .,av Care Cemrer were 2
cused of Tmdreds of couznts cx sexually

day-care wWinier 'c; d:sc:clm...'! 2 c:r.d.

Scme rettie. telisve the -c::z:g'ss .
avoived oul ~f thar mcida..t and oTE

The ’es“:z'am of the xids. ages 3 0
5. provided e omv W-da:cs against

“the aconsarl, .
However. iheir claims i:c.‘udedfmles*

ofsex’.:air-.bmabcarﬂr_.mcshi:s.of
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" dren? Where do- the on )
‘away from: abusive sn.ano'zs go?

“'the 'state’s. responsibiity, s

: \oh'ed. Sard- :0021.‘:-::'..

_ me home into a sheiter. Cur cc

FB@TEQT]NG CHQLDREW EVEBYGNE’S ‘

Oy Py

| ‘He!p solve’ the pmblem

" The despe"ate heed for more so-

““'cial workers is just-the tip of the ice--
.-berg. -The-fact that this'siate has’

close. to -60.000 reported cases of
“abuse and neglect is a disgrace.. It

* speaks of the need for awareness.
" education. and™ support of those who
...are-on the front line of this batle.

-Out of the 25,000 sutstantiated
cases, Social. Services has protected
- many f these children by removing -

“them o their Homes_ But Where do -

. you put hundreds of homeiess chil-
. who run

“There are far 100 few fosier & 0.

. accommodate he numbers. AA.e an-

swer-is, wherever the case warker

-can find a bed. This may be in a shal-

ter: 50-to Z00- m the child’s
home. famiiy and: friends. Kennuchy
as less than a haif dozen children's
woergency shelters, and these :.:c.u-
“fes are always at capacit. Tae site

tion has become so criticai \..:1: e.':
0CCasina ¢ase workers have spent ihe
night watching over chiidren

- sleeping bags on the ficor of Secial

Service offices.

- Wake up, Kentucky. The care
protection of our children is no
one’s.’ Appropriating funds
more social ‘workers wiil 2ase
uation. but vou. ihe privaz2 «

can heip solve this problem. Get -
OOR o the

numbers ard face prebiem of

v
i

. abuse I

- church gave Host House a Jiowez A™

small Henrv County churca is mak-
ing quiits. for the children 5 Sods.
“Our :ask kas not been a7 asy one:
We Ha\'e experienced ‘defays, red
tage. and a sundry of ather p-oblems.
But-we have persevered. Hnst: House-:

" will serve 120 children:arzuaily. It

may-seext like a smail dent in the-.
numter needing care. but if we.
change the life of one child, we have-

made 2 difference’ -

“Margaret. Mead caxd

\e'.'er 4o
thoughtful commined citizens can
.change the worid. Indeed. it-is the
onaly- thing that ever Sas.”

We elieve thir the greatest 2 to
the Juture is the suppors of cur \cu.h-
today. Let's work fogether 1o pre- |
serva arg izsure the wrers of { Ken-

recky's greztest asset. cur cf i cren:
"JAN YCUNGLING. Feunder

Hag: He

Y
._:‘.v.u..’.

it =0 we.l.

AL

e ——

Report <uspec‘ed asuse
"~.xr::.z the six years [ was ems .

ved Oy the Deparmment 5" Soeizt

~uch energy was expenged

&y the "':;1::3: <or Humsag Reseurees

D1 c:e:se sud .:c.;wa:ene~ 3 chiid -
rd e legai mandale o e
POm 2ny suspicdons thar a ohilf was
feing mismearad A Marca il ear
wriier. 3. Child Protective Sercoos su
perispn now tells us i ubfic !
5 making 2 ~huge :

abuse and neglect in vour communis

. We ¢id, and decides it was ame !

do somet thing about : ...
I.am speaking of th

‘o.u:...‘_

who comnnse .re ..oam v: direcoors
“ol*Host House; 2 temnro ey :::-::?"

¢y youth shelter lccasé in

Grange, Ky. Host House wili uren
this symmer and w3 aouse cnd
counsel. abused. ..ezzece"_ fetel

homeless vowth and their
f'om Henr-' Qldham.

-Tnmble counties.

- We Yegan by assessizg :::e naecs
of our children in L“Ls
.\nk a deep breath ar

A “vuly grassreots ef fort. we s
help from the state.. ing

wWant i

_porations. .private founcsiions.

and church. o rons.

——-A house -was.purchased wiih the

aid of a private benefactor. Then '-\e
started the major task of conv

o responded with coniridut 'c'-_\.

i 3 REW roof, new mmbm:. PW WiT-

ing. building. materiais. fabor. arnd
cash donations. Sunday-schoo] chu-
dren and wemen's organizations
have collected everything from scap

“to pots and pans. Yout: groups dave

scraped woodwork and removed old
\\_raleaper. One Oldham County

C Vi

ration at

-e.'er.-.zl;

la---_.‘

L
o

Hortine” and o orol
ing ..-mc.a Te 0 T oofcer 0
munimize their owp U
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1 wTier fn n herapparent it
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“that 3 smail Sroua” Q:-----‘eat:“e.'s. “scelal-workess. -therapists:

Aer.> -é..

‘enr the- concerns of the cummumty"" ) ut:
_ that they are beirg:nosey and 'of pro-~-Social 75er
- fessionals. that: they-mav- be seen as
alarm:sr

As’educaticn coordmator fo the
‘Families. . Trazsitié - Progrant
. {mandarory divorcs: sducation i Jef-
ferson. Caun:v). Lwill'continue to in-
Struct’ program fac:lnamr_s o teport:
“any sispacted .abuse that-comes. to
. fight zor- orly in:the program. but in -
“their: ‘otker grofessional roles s -

and” am:r'e:s. S. We have been traifed
by the Cibiner for Human Resources
that it is our job to report any suspi-
cig: nS” of .:‘weor..eﬂ'«ec'andther&
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FRANKFORT Ky — The Senate
.~__-_.kuled Gov. . Paul Patton’s pronosal
..':.ves‘erday to. shift “the fccus cf the |
. state’s - child-protective: servicas so

- that children. can te removed more
. easily from unsafe Komes:.

. ‘Louisville; said the legislation ciume’
. to the Senate tco’late in the session
- for passage and the senators d‘dn’t
jwant to take it up: ;

.. ~'The measure, in- the form of an.
~ amendment *. hasnlv “written. " 'ast
 week, was merved “with Hous: 3ill -
7704 last Thursday and passed oy the

- :Senate Hedlth and Welfare Comumit- -

. tee. But yesterday, Senate leaders .
 sent"the -biil to theAporopriaions .
-and Revenue- Commn‘tee instead of -
. to the ﬂoor for a vote a tradmonal

m7

“able children”. the State’s primary

" Majority Leader David: Karem D- .

.en courts.more-leswa

-homes and. given ‘the Cabinét:lor
" Families and Children thé: authonty

=79

' Iate-secsmn method of. ez.thamzun,
'lee:smuon

Fouse Bill 704 would have funda-';
mentallv changed the way Kentucky
‘handles child abuse -and. -hegléct by

the . “protection’ of---.vzﬂner-

" geal, The law. now places' '-a-gr“éater

eripnasis om gthening " family
lif¢"and keeping children with-thair

families, wmch - critics - think
placed children in danger.
- Patton’s measure wouid have .vvv_-
way in removi:
children from-abusive-and neglectt

Couri ER-TMoRRL =177

‘Shaken Baby Syndmme'

P |

Kentuc! Ly recontly ~lost “another
 child to abuse. Tiventy-three-month-
"old Wesley Clay Rainwater.died re-

cently a5 a result of a form of child
“to. apneat demswns of dlStrCt com . anuse ciled Snaken Baby Syndrome,
JLG"“S to cireuit courts.™

It uld h all d “-or Shalzen Child" Sﬁdrome -Shaken
aiso wo ave owed Ju ’“

Baby ~radrome is not new, but it has.
= only rfcemly bezun ‘to. recaive -the
:ee PATTON “pukiici t, nec.ssary to_educatecare-.

-¥ takers {parents, baby-sitters, teach-
Pag, 9 cai l‘tfnssectmn. 'ers)_c.J‘mt.the dangers_of shaking-

. young children. -

Many- peonle—do—not—mahze—that -
"shaking 1 child, even playrul. shaking, .
can cause serious injury cr even death.
" .When u youngchild is. shaken, his or
" her brain crashes into the skull; caus-

- - ing-tiny-blced véssels on the outside of
“the: brain to burst. The biccd collects

..in the skull, causing pressure on the

“““brain;-s/hich ¢an’ result in sxgmncant
or perx anent damage.
The Kentucky Ccuncil on Caiid
Abuse continues to work to ediicate
.- citizens of the commonweaith abour
child abuse, including Shaken Baby
~“Svndrome. The he"mr:{y Csuncil on
0 Chiid Abuse believes that education
)&\ resuits in prevention. During the next
few moa:ns. Kentuckians will see a
puohc service campaign geared to in-
~form’ the puahc atput Snaken Baby
.Syncroire, The theme of the campaign
is “Never, never shake a:baby!"
I encyurage television and radio
__stations.and. the: print media to pre-
T sent this message:dt-every-oprortuni—
v»~ty -Although we- have™ ‘Jost” Wesley
“Clay Rainwater, ‘we can-heip prevent--

- this-tragedy-from haprening to other
- childrer of the commonwealth by.

~ educatinj the caretakers: Please, nev-"

~er, never hake a baby.” -

GREGUEY R. SCAAA«-, Prﬁsidant
- Kentuckvy Councii on Child Atbuse, Inc.
. - chmgtcn Ky. 40‘103
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ssocatac boess. S e About SJ‘GG—mIan —deaths—a—year
- : .~ . -are atributed to the syndrome,’the:
ATIANTA — Tor the frst time, the - sudden death ‘of"an: mfant‘tha; Te--
Zovernm e"t has -issued investgation - mains. unsr(plamed after a_ thcrough
Zuidelines to helb corcners ecui‘pelice myesuzat:on. It is 'the leacmg cause:

| cistoguish- ~e‘:"'ee: ciE, ez and.  of death among infants ages I moith
L zemicide in infants who dle smcemy. to 1 year, accounting forapout 35 per-.
‘-,::U L

. )

Crar "'e years some. murcers-have  cent of all CIEathS in. that age o‘*oup
tesn mistakenly Classified as ¢Tb
deztn. fermallv newn as S.udﬁen in
Izt TCeath Qvnmum e - -

1'.:8 Cantert icr Disease. Controi mve<";—:anon Wl defe"mme a cause
and Prevenuon yvesierday re: asec . a gther than the svnurome—mcludmg

'Sﬁi':iag"‘ff'—?-—féf-?‘-ct-w suck-things .mm:c:ce child abuse ! or - m

as the pesiden of e rar“’" cccv ‘causas Such as- ‘birth" defectrr
anv ..JS"E":EC ini LI'ES a.AC a e"’- _‘about 15. perc n_t of.

Zencz of GI'u‘Z 52 111 the uCJu... ’ Iant qeams the asvnc; salq__
- The investigation.. yh.S ths 'c.mda -
Tedical history 2and anauicosy; are
~Zecgssary icr & xhercugh. L.V85I1°'9-
“tie: sac:x.-..bulcmon Tyaser—= =

i
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 Study says moFé children being abused

Asscciated Press : 85 "eads to stress in the hom .whfc.’z o~ it
s leads o rolesce e sie | FINDINGS ¢
WASEINGTON — The zbuse and  Heaith and Human Services Secre- T

_nec’e'" of -America’s voung neariy ,'rar_ Corna Sheizia reiezsed the re- I"re mmtber of d:x.sed‘
Coubied berween 1986 ang 1563, an ToTt at the Natjsaal CODfE:"’"P on ! chiidren rcse. 107 percent
- ipesease so dramatic thar L relecsa Ckid -\’LSE ace Neglect ind also an- m.n an eslimated S0.8C0 7 o1

_..-*i\‘e“ in the severity ol the prol-  mc unced 328 milion xsz:::e zrantsse | ¢ 1.22 mificni the gsimatec. s i

em rather than one Zased solel 3 numter cf negleclec <. -

B.

iv on  communins orgIiizstons. can (es !
‘?6-‘2"“13“2‘""95‘ ‘eceral swey “3-"”""52 st ind provide ociter | chiiCren rose 114 percent

e bad

LswE L . sarvices cimec :,,re'.er.‘unz sbuse. - Fem g” ZLC to 1_5“, icn. -
Tz c'*r._, uc"a...\ mandaied YWhile theincaence rosethe s | - PR
study: isswed vesterday by the Terart- | _(._c the mumpe: of cuses investgated: | Bl > m rc’;':'_‘;grc
;N ment ~f Eealth’and Human Serices. | by sate agencix remained conSTAL. _'.,,er.c,..‘ JUT )
A Said the escmated number of ::'...cra:z 2 resuit. the nerceatage of cases - re":{_mm‘-*e‘d "C”

% = abusedand meglecred Tose o 181 ‘mil- ik nat stae 5 proteciie senvites 145,700 1o SSSHEC.

i, ~ Top In 1563 — up 98 pervent Tom .\or\e.o ovesdisiied fell Tom 42 per- T,SC,.ucren crs.:rc:e ‘._rer“‘s
142 million In 1689 when the lam re-  centof thelcw = 1886 10 L8 percent | ked 277 ‘gercent ¢ sater r:k
por: was pubdsied. T m ssse L ! i being hamred by ;_ryem

C" weifare workers say the up- - “This pictue c'zgﬂ_ﬂts that 58 .| zppse and.zn §7 ;m
rd trend is continuing. -‘*‘"*;' biame 'c:u,c. DrOECT T SysEm :ms; ‘Tezched creater riek ¢f beinc. ‘:ar"ed
ar'e' .and'alcohel-2buse arc ¢ brezk- s capaTity io tespond.” the rerom | Ev chysical feclec then |
con of tbefamily. - - - = | chiicren with Ecth parenis.

Renita Davis. 2 case manzZarat Eowever. Aiinda Lavzs. of the Unit- Lt
-eariy -cafidhocd ‘program in Laurel,  ed Way in Kansas (ity, Mo. specuiat- i BC.‘Jsdren {rt:m ‘an‘..‘hes wﬂi‘- . T
\Iis:.. said unemploviment is cariy 'o ed that siafes investigated the same T‘-CCI":GS urider $15. CCOwere ™,

piame foracise maguse and —eg"ec' ""::':e" of cases "eause cecpie hay e | 22 Smes mere. lixeh o ._gf'e_r

Tme-lobsshatuou gtoay e or  tecome ‘mistuid with ana*»‘a!“caGE" | meltregiment hen cmwdrer
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Headline: Database didn't show sex-abuse convictions of dead tot's

stepfather
Date: January 24, 1997 Section: NEWS
Page: 12A

Length: 630
Author: MICHAEL QUINLAN, The Courier-Journal STAFF

Text:

State child-welfare officials sald yesterday that they wouldn't have
known about the two child-akuse convictions of a man charged in the death
of his infant stepdaughter even if they had used a criminal-history
database available to them.

Because cf a glitch in the system, Court Net, a computerized record of
misdemeanor and felony offenders set up by the Admlnlstratlve -Office of
the Courts, does not list the 1986 and 1991 sexual-abuse convictions of
Kenneth Tharp, who was indicted this week on criminal abuse charges in
the beating death of 10-month-old Elaina Curtis.

Myrna Curtis Tharp, the girl's mother, also was indicted.

Viola Miller, secretary of the Cabinet for Families and Children,
noted the discrepancy and defended the actions of social workers in the
case. Miller said the workers have been unfairly criticized for not using
the database.

Social workers in McCracken County, where Elaina died, said they
weren't aware of previous trouble in the home and didn't know about
Kenneth Tharp's previous convictions, which happened in other counties.

Although the database lists 39 charges against Tharp since 1986, the
sexual abuse convictions are not listed. More recent probation
violations, however, are listed.

The problem with the system is that more recent charges supplanted the
original or former charges in the database in some cases, said Paul
Isaacs, director of the Administrative Office of the Courts.

“That appears to have happened here,'' he said.

Isaacs said he knew of the problem before the Tharp case and that his
staff was already working to correct it. Some records added to the system
were recorded under an old system that indicated only the most recent
charge, he said.

Cabinet officials acknowledged last week that they were unaware of
Court Net and that its information was readily available to them.

The agency does not do its own criminal- background checks because
federal law permits only law-enforcement agencies to obtain ‘records from
the National Crime Information Computer.

A social worker in Paducah did check with police in Fayette County,
where the family had lived. But police checked records only in that



: _ . -G
county and found only outstanding misdemeanor warrants- against Tharp. /

A statewide database to catalog abuse cases is being developed and is
expected to be operational by summer.

Miller called a news conference yesterday to defend her agency's
handling of the case. She said a review of case records shows that
everyone involved had acted responsibly and taken the proper actions.

Miller said she would like to make those records public but state
confidentiality laws prevent her from doing so. -

T think: there should be an exception when a child has died,'' she
said. "TIf society could learn from a child's death then that child might
not die in vain."

Corrections: -

Because of an editor's error, this story sbout a criminal history
database should have said that Lexington, not McCracken County, social
workers were unaware of Kenneth Tharp's sexual abuse convictions or of
previous trouble in the home of a 10-month-old girl who was beaten to
death Jan. 11. Also, a Lexington social worker checked local police
records. The family moved from Fayette County to Paducah shortly before
the girl died. Tharp has been charged in the death

Graphic:

Viola Miller, secretary of the Cabinet for Families and Children,
defended the actions of social workers in the case of 10-meonth-old Elaina
Curtis, left, who died of massive internal injuries.
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\VASHINGTON —m lcnst 21 statcs

- including Kentucky and Indiana —

~ under court supervision becsuse
~v failed to take proper care of chil. ©

+n who had been abused or neglect- -

. and many of them have flouted .
't ubligutions cven after promising
‘ezal settlements to protect the con-

rutional rights of foster chnldrcn. X

1t reconds show. ., FRARH

‘udives  across - the - tnunn'v have
nd what U.S, District Judre Thum.
tlngan dr.wcrihes g “‘outrngecus
wieneies™ In chitd pmlecﬂan serv-

\nuthcr )udze dt‘ﬁtﬂht! (ha condl:’
s as "1 hleak and chkcnsmn pic-

mid welfare officials in rnunv
-+, swamped with work., are slow
‘vestigate reports of child abuse
actrleet, They often place children
snsafe or overcrowded  foster
«s and proviie them with inad-
¢ medical caresThev afford few |

« snctal services needed 1o keep
ws tugether or reunify them.
they ure delinquent. in finding
nve parents for children lan.
~ng in foster care.
s by the fedewl ananmcm
and luman Services show
ne 'nual aumber of abused or
<ted (nildren has more than
ad .+ last decade, from 14
n to 20 millior. The annual
-er senou.'y injured by abuse, {-
~partment sav~ has quuaruplcd,
D0 10 372,000,
tidren are heine hurt more of-
«J mure serisusiv.” suid Donna |
A. seermtary of health and hue |
CrVICes.

~«feral advisory commnee said

lnq thn( thcy fnlled to-care I'or chll-
- dren beaten .or suunuy abused by
" -their parents, :

i #There were clearly- pmblzms"
.when the National Center for Youth
. Law, a non-proflt law firm, sued Utah
{n 1994, said state Solicitor Generat
Carol Clawson. Gov. Michael Leavitt
agreed to settle the-case six: months
after it was filed in U.S. District
Court, v e

‘. Under.the settlement, Leavitt prom-
ised improvements in virtually. every
aspect of child welfare services. But
an independent panel established un-
der the agreement soid last month
‘thnt the state was flouting 53 of its 92
commitments. ond lawyers for the

« that anuse und neglect were
ading causes of death among
n under 4 and accounted for
.atahties a venr amone all chil-

«f Liederman, executive direc-
the . Child Welfare League of
A, savs socinl workers often
50 to 70 cases each. The
whose standards are viewed
senchmark., recommends no
a2 16 cases per worker.
federnl government provides
*n a2 vear 10 the states for child
on sernces.  The Nanonal
o1y’ Association  recently
‘ongress 1o let each state 1ake
“ a5 a lump sum, or hlock
sith more- {reedom to decide |
- money is spent.
» Clinton administration savs
: he foolish to re-duce federal
.un ang enforcement, in view
bysmal condition; brought to
:nany lawsuits.

‘ns for rise in abuse

+ Matthews, a law professor |
wversity of Califarnia at Los
- *nd several reasons for the
i child abuse and neglect.
zthe s are the crack epidem-
21 inct. w7e in economic-hard-
ating, fr >+ the failure of wel-
=fits ang *w- minimum wage
sace with iration.
L many states Are now cut-
3 assistance, and as a result,
some iamilies ~annot afford
s such as shelter, fuel and
-thimz for thewr children. He-
that. accusations of child ne-
: probably increase, .

ites for poor people say that

wark reguirements for wel-
wents may.also increase alle-
+ child negiect {f parents can-
-r afford. child care.

rates like Utah, which might
- removed ' from the drug
d violence of big cities-such
+ark and Chicagn. have been
¢ class-action lawsuits charg-

' nmnl Beel 3¢ Coblazy
mourly tra
e, 3 BTN

plulmllrs sa!d |hey wouh wion retum
to court to demand.en o~:ment of+
the consent decree.  *

Leavitt, who-has been 11 the: fore
front of Republican gove mars urging
Congress to entrust the ..tates vnlh

ﬁnovponunl

ments ana press mte lesu!nlors for ;

more money,

nccdod 10 nascss their performance.

- Alnh

more f thitlty, ak
that Umh hind not fully o~ lied with

‘the decree, “The litiryics has bes

come & hindrance to e« al Lty to fix
the system = a“diversin, * he said,
“It's the single part of r.y inb thatt

find most difficult. We-n¢-dealing care

with socin{ trends we dei-'t control.”

‘State responsa to ' awsulls

State responves- to biwvsuils - vary

-widely. Some officlals are cooperative
and constructive. secing the suits as

nnd negiccted childrerrhave

-considerably as the state carries out a ;
consent decree ‘approved. by a “U.S."

district judgo:four-years ago. State. :
wide, the numbcr of childrenin foster -
care _has. ~21 percent, from

first countics carrying out the decree,
the avernge time spent in foster-care
hxzsl («Jlecllned !mm more lhnn 300 doys -
to 100

2ul Vlneem. dlreciur of xhe Alu-

conditions-for abused ;

4,625 0 3,650, Since then. And tn the -

sents:ths: Alsbams: children, rgrred.
“'The idds are safer.” he nld. 1 Protec
“tive service. .worhery are do ing. et
~JobR" o imrn'
lﬂgcngumvdxzybnnmt{ fend Fture-of . &

. U nte fee

state officials in contempt o'? 09y fm”"ll“lllt hu bcen n:prod to'state
- failing to-carry out a:courteap roved & bat {t-has:‘contributed:to §
_consent. decree-protecting foster--sl- 47 compilance.Any |
dren in the Kanszs City area; Ti.e fall-
ure, he-said, muned n'ma mn'
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cafety to come

Bill alters
handling
of abused

TOU K p 1L

children

“atton wants

e

>efore family

3; JOSEPYH ERTH
< aff Writer

FRANKFORT, Ky. — LegislationtY
mveiled by Gov. Paul Patton yes-
rerday would f‘undamentaily
~konge the way siate social worke-
»r; handie cases of child abuse and
-extars: Chndren's  safety, not

snevinz children with their fam-
wouid become the prionty.

.n me lem:siatior. — which a Sen-

! ~ste comnuttee passed vesterday

after it was tacked onto an existing
biil — **<he protection of “ulnerabie
children” supplants the “strength-
ing and e"cou._gerr‘ent of ’amuv

| Kentucky
wn s..xd Mo Gener
u-ring  the .
Sonate Health 'Assembly _

art.  Welfare
Cyremi .
- r:mmee\t;g I Rep. Tom
ama; : Surch is

ywse 3ill blecking
T' 4 “Their Dassage cf
voces  mus:  dentistry bill.

nearc 33
{'\‘ '-'.'f-'h.id U-Se 3 Cther
oo _2hotid 58 iniormation and
thei-  muard-
i stcries. 31, 22

inrs and pro- -
teosors.” and 34

The gover-
nor anaounced Tuesday that he
would proose iegislahon :m re-
sponse o growing concerns that
Kentucky's cr.ud urotecnon net is
failing. He saic he wanted to give
covrts more latirude in rer"ovmv
chri#~en {rom abusive and m:f'lect-
fl ! omes and in terminating par-
‘n a rights. But the extent of the
= 9 2arton is seeking in state poli-
id not hecome clear until the
am -dment’s language was un-
vei .4 yesterday.

fenon made his proposal after
Ts Courier-Journai reported that
in ive years. 43 children died of
abus» and neglect at the hands of
pirts and caretakers whom the
>tat= Department for Social Serv-
ices ~was supposed to be watching.
Tha y ~vernor said the need for :m-

224

See PATTON
Page !1, col. 1. this section




