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I chose to do my project on the use of April Fools Day within print media. To gather

my information I viewed back issues of The Park City Daily News from 1990 to the present.
The issues I reviewed were March 31* through April 2™. I found ten different uses of April
Fools Day in the twenty issues I surveyed. There was twenty issues instead of twenty-one due
fact that April 1* of 1991 was on a Sunday. After studying these articles I found several inter-
esting similarities and differences. The following contains uses and examples of April Fool)s Day
within print media.

The first use of April Fools Day I found was in the April 1% issue of 1992. The B.C.
comic strip used the theme to show how April Fools Day can be used as an excuse, Although
April Fools Day is often used as a cop-out this is seldom the case. The motive is usually cbm-
posed of trickery, revenge, and sarcasm. These techniques were fairly common and can be seen
in almost all the samples I collected.

The April 19, 1993 issue used the Born Loser as a fine example of trickery. After Mother
Gargle received a box of candy from Brutus she quickly realized that it was not sweetest day
but in fact April Fools Day. In the April 1%, 1997 issue of the Daily News, Kyda West of _
Bowling Green stated she had fell prey to her father‘s practical joking for years. When West Was
in Louisville, she called her father and told him it W:dS snowing there. “I got him,” she said.
“I finally got him back.” Besides revenge and trickery, sarcasm plays a dominant role among
April Fools Day pranks. In the April 1%, 1994 comic section Dennis the Menace quickly
realizes that the day of pranks is certainly one to be taken seriously.

Among the articles I collected, I found it very interesting the ratio of adults, children, and -

animals used within print media. In the ten articles I reviewed all ten contain the use of adults.
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Only two of the articles made use of animals and a even half were made up of children. One
example of vchildren in the collection appears in the April 2™, 1995 issue. The Family Circus

comic strip. uses April Fools Day to help show tha{)\although cute and sweet , children can often
be cruel and harmful. The March 31¥, 1993 “ Band offers an early joke for April Fool’s” story

is about a Nashville Tennessee band using farm animals on a recent album. The band fools the
producers into thinking the sounds are created by a keyboard while the whole time they were
recorded previously from an actual farm. Adults dominated my entire collection. Their use was
apparent in every sample I obtained. A piece I retrieved from the April 1% 1996 issue of The Park
City Daily News was titled “ Watch your back; adult pranksters are on the prowl. The article told
several tales dealing with adults and April Fools Day. One example used was the story of Bowling
Green Major Eldon Renaud. His prank involved his sister-in-law{Donna Parker} who was visiting
from out of town. She put her new born baby asleep upstairs. The major snuck upstairs and
whispered “mama” into the monitor. She quickly ran upstairs only to find her brother—inilaw
rolling on the floor in laughter.

o \. Of the articles I collected 50% involved co-workers.30% were made up of friends and
X\/Qj% b} only 20% contained the use of sweethearts.In my opinion these results represent the fact that no
" one is safe from the pranks and jokes brought about by April Fools Day. The April 1st,1997

article “ A day of pranks” states “ The origin of this day of foolery is debatable, but one theory
claims it began in 16™ century France when the date of New Years Day was changed from March
25" to Jan. 1. At the time, New Years was celebrated until April 1¥. Some people would play

jokes on those who had forgotten the change.”I’m unaware of the origin of April Fools Day.
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However, I am aware that April showers not only bring may flowers, but also bring on
sarcasm, revenge, and trickery. My advice to one whether friend, foe, co-worker, or even
sweethearts is to keep your guard up and pay attention to your back. No one is safe from the

pranks of April Fools Day. Everyone can fall victim . Even sweet, loveable cats.
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