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DOKAL.O c. bGR^IS, HlM.fS"'Ep'

THh P^VELUDE

THE CDHCERHS GK THE COHGRLGA(ION

THE call to WOKSHIP

"HOLi' SPIRIT THOU AkT t(ff:LCDf1E '
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THE COHSif>:Ari jN OF IHE Cf.OSS
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FHEEi>A HUM"f: Wt ACCHP: Ci-OSS A3 A SACREL IRUSf

AND UtLL G'JAkI- Aitl; 'JSt J( RhVEkENiLr.
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HA/iE CGNSLCKATLl' IHiS GJFI TU

BE AH LHiiUNiNli WllNiiSS BEf ORE

QUR LIVES tlAV HL CONSECRATED IN VijLfR SE^^'ICE,
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IN UNISON

ORGANIST

-^DEHOTtS CONGREGAriOl-? STANDING

mCOflE: WE WAN I TO EXIENO A llAR'l AND F'^IEHDlr W£LCO«ie

TO ALL WHO ARE HERE TO WDRS41P WlFH US ON IHIS VERY SPECIAL
DAY. il la UUR f-RAY?? Iha: tOU WILL KECEIVE A ffLESSiHG AS YOU

WORSHIP ANIJ fcLLOWSMfP DtRiNF. ALL Of 'Hi: ACaVJriEE OF ThIS
;.>AY,
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feiOGRAf-'HY" OF OAiiitL FAKITtR i(Ek>^

Rev. Dsnlel Farmer Kerr was born in iiihits County,
Tennessee, il^rch iy iSfl?, to part-'nt'j- of scollii^h anceslr).'.
He ujas resrtd of- & f?r^ «».rd educalso in the coffliBon schools.

In 18o3 (aue i6) he .'oifi&'.i iht I-fc-ds:r£i .1 Arfliy.
enlistirfQ in Comi.idn)' E, 1 hi r' >•-F i f { h K&ntu-ik'' Mounted
Inf.-sn t: y , }U!i C3mm;<nit r',3 ::L Hvd in iRiin/ sjp.gitgenien-.s,
most notable of which were tiiose of Saltworks and Glades-

vil]e. in Virginiit. After rec-Sivui^ his diuch«^rge
in December, 1364, he ^'e turned h:tms ar;d engaged if; the
=au'«ill business fat nin-^ .^edfs^

Pev. Kerr was marrjed on July i--, 16-37 to 'lary A.
D^svis of G. ayscjfi Cou'ity, Ke.ftuLky, She died in 18725
leaving two ;:hildreni one 5-?n Robert H. , anc; a d^uchter
who died in Hprii. iB73. Un Ac^gust 18735 he married
Margaret E. Quisenberry., also of Gf-ayson '"Joursty. In 187^
he traveled in Karfs^s In l^is cajacit/ a' State leclarer
of tl.e I.C.G.I. In t se sawe yea?- he was lice* sed a local
minister of the Hethodist Episcopal Church, issarge B.
Kerr- uas born to the ;Rarria«:e ors A'.igust 13, 1874,

Rev, K^-rr was or-.Uioed bv eitvhop Herrill at
-a'lettib' rj, Kertt'i-fy, Mj 1830. -se^'.-ed j", tfte
Bowli^uj Bf etjn riraAil from I8'c'5 to 1890, ;!e Wcts
appointee tc organize tf.e Fir;t llethodist Episcopal
Church in Boutling Gfeei. He ^orjt^iii<ed pafjtof until
1894. He served Freiiding Elder of the Green River
District of the MetNo.list Episropa'.. C-hur .h from 18?4
to 189o. He Wf(S chaplain jf tlie Eddyvilie Pf^nitentiary
^O!" Ihree vears, 'a^er oraanized e- church in Owensboro
ar»d in ill health, retired fro-^r his last pastorate m
Braves. Counly, in lv03.

He movffd to Florida and engaged in private enterprise
urstil 19'1'4, He returned to Boiling Cirsen in 1922 where
':e died al his residence on ':..la-- Street c.n -lul- 1.0, 1?23.
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KERR ilERURiAL U»»}1"!E1) HEJHOBISf CHURCH

Hre history of Kerr ilemorial United Hethodist Church
begins on ^ Septembei' day in 1690 at the siinual session of
the KenUirky {';onferpii(.& o+ the fiethadist r.piscDPdi Church,
held At Bar Dcurviilej KentucK;/. Bishop Vj.f". fiaiiaiieu
assagne-d to Bowling Gre-sfi Mie Kev. Dariiei rarKer Kerr for
the purpose of o^gr^nijing «• socsel)' of the church B»nd
erecting a 5u.\ table b«i}diny for iioJdi.iC' re-ilgious services.

One jnc'!«1h Ir^ter, in aclobt'i-, .•.8^0, the so-:iety was
ofgari^ed with ?.bc'Jt twei/e (fssflibers yho f?ie1 in the Warrefi
County* Lour t Housej ar>d f".?h" iOitie ti!>je thereafter, se^^'Vices
HjE r e tield regularly al 'hi-i place sact) Suf\d;,!/ ffio>nino and
9ven?ng, l.atc-r i. vscc-nt storeroom on lower Main Street was
sec ured ffjuft C jlJ. b/iii W-ight , and pj-f-aching services
tvei-0 held there urtilt the p-resent sanctuary on the corne"
of Twelfth and Adam= «a= ccfsnpletsd in the ?sH of 1B91.

On various occ,-\sions whc-n Rev. Kfrr attended church
cofiferpnt ss riifd me-et ings ic; _u'j isvi ]!ej, he war. a gue&t in
the home of Rr-5. F-knnie Speed, widou of the j.ate Joshua
Fpeed, a or Pfesider-t AtsrahaiT! Llnci)ln'= cabinet and
^:r; influ:?ntjal friend of the President. It was. through
ihe generDsit/ o-^" ^'r?. Spetd and he.- cf God that she
ga<.e fliOO.OO fo;- the purchase of our lot Col, B.F.
Ft oc tor. H iT»i 5si Oil £j ry cifcl^ of the L'-.S-C.b. -^/saS: nas^ed for
Mrs, Speed.

Our three pulpit i hairs we> e a gift of Amos N. Shinkle.,
a m:.21?.anaire layman '-f Lovirijton, ;:entucky. ^aho was also a
very li5er?.l contributo' tv tha taiiidiny cf the c.-u'-ch.

The f^rvt parsonage al 1302 Ada^ns S\r~:et was be-
Qiteathed to the church by one of oy taitliful me^nbers,
Mrs. f«ar/ Cohrcr; F-elcher in 1929.

In d'Tifig the ninxstry o' Rev. urTinvsl Jaggers,
an addition, the present Nora Kerr rooff?, yas acded to the
church building.

The original name of tfte church v^as "First llethodist
Episcopal Church''» At -;he tjffie of unification in 193-7^
during the minist--) of Ryv. ] .n, Pi.ik5i ;ll, the nane uf
of tne chur'..h lae'.s changed to ''t^esr flstr«oriaI rjethodist
Church" in )i.emo»y of the !xr=t orqaniie- 5r,d firs': pastor.
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The f.hitrch experiences i hOiA dr^rndtic growth
during the late 1930'& And early i940"t:.. Dufing £< two-
week revival liorsducted in Hoveffsbet 192-7 b> Evangelist
H.C. v^ev. F'icksfal rfcft:yivt?d ?l periojis into tfie
church fellowBhipj 4i an profession, o' fdiin. The church,
ffiemberiihip <}rsw frc»?ft less th-^n ZOO in i^'3/ Ic o-^er f^OO
in 1944, at this ii.ter uate jibout 70*; of tii? church
scNddI mef:iL:3r5:up, whi^h numt'S-feu Qver 500, were in
re^uisr at'endance, Loui^vjlle cunferenLe re(.:ordj reveai

thd!^ Ke? t tlemorii^l had c<n5 of 1hf inost active charcli
school depar t/iser5 ts in the Conf erence. For several /esrs
t !»e SitroJ l.uenI jn thildren'a -.iepart^c-n t .i/as larger
thar- c.p.y l1f?tnG'5i6t Ch'.tri.h in Bowling Grean. Erffollfuent
in \'ai:al!c«:! f-iblf? B ihci.;! g< !»&? ill;. r.Lifabered over 200.

A "Fiftieth '»nri iv-^r«ar >•" iias ^.fbberved iTi Auqus-t,
l?4i isjiule S(.iv. I, Lpsler lliGee was pastC'r, A pipe organ
was. installed and services wet-e bri^adcast each Sunday
e'-ening over radio staMon {iJLBu,

November 7y F'earl Harbor Day wa-i a Sundav fnany
of L?5 renifmber, The chur ch wasi open for prayer fc<f
those of iJs who were ^orkinc at liome aisd coficerned for
ouf Ic'-e-j ones lhat calied to rei-ve o.^r Country.

A substantial increase in attenJance u^as experienced
at this tiirjB, especially in tfte choir. I his led to
expansion of the choi'' Inft.

In 1942, 'Jiirifit; ins irjinistty of Rev. G, Russell
li-eland. the Iroiise c*:rd let cf Aaams street adjoijiinq
!.he church property were purchased and ase-j as Sunday
School ciassraofns, in 1950, a iT-oder' ed:«caticfial annex
was erected while Rev. 0 .F'. t:oohe»" ^'as pastor. '1r. L.M,
Bostick^ S»'. Qre'4 the plans and supervised the r^rection
of th=' iSii",COO.0-j structuriv. Vi.riouT fffiall i/f<prDveff>ents
ha«.« been frtade S;.{«te the-;.

Atjoui tfiis ti.Tir' ^he propef ty at li:45 C'enter Street
was puj^chased for the parr>onage .Tn 1952 the
house a;id lot at 102 V^asi Tv;elfth Strfctil was purciased.

Under the leacership of thv/ Fes. I.H,. Gweij, the
CORQ! egatj on Bsta??! isfeu a i^ew church, Uestside riethodist,
in February I9;i3.

Ker - riefnorial original sanctuary wa? renovated
in tne f^ll o* IS'SS ancf i Baldwin electric 0!-gv='n was
inst^-.l led. 1fie Cc*iTii»iu:! j on lablt woi pr.'»Eeiited ly ttit-
Ker:-" r3<»)3l;- in tiie san^ie yea-' ir» hanor of Georgie and
Nora Kg! r ort ti-eif siji'.iiilh wfcJdiig rin.i i v€. r sar >•.



The chimes en the crcan wsre qisBn in mernQry of
Urs- Hojiir. Hewton by her grandson, Harold bliley, and
were dedicated Cctoher 20, 1963 by ReVn WiAbur yhiiiev,
Th<? ih-ojerty dd.i^.c^nL ta U;b ch!:f-cji on 'welTth Street

purchased diuing the iTjinisti y of Rev. yhstiey.

ftev. JasTiss Walker :-rid wife, ^nna Kachfe-l^ became
our parsonage faffilv is 1964. During this tifle the
-^.unrise services were begun at the Berkley farsj and
continue totfay. A mejnorii^.i plfqus was presented tc
l^r. Chester Duci-.elt for long ftnd faithfLil service tc
the church. FrancGs F.^r^ier was our orgaiiisf; and Robert
{'rill was oj.tr CliL.rr difector. Later Kev- iijaiker ufiited
these two in !\oly fijatrifBonv. Cn Hay 13. 1966 a
rTseffiorial service was held for the late Geo? qe Bain Kerr,
son of the founder , a chf^rter mefcber cf the con'^jrsgaticn
and a faithful worker in the chi.M-ch for Bevefit/-five years,
A bronze plaque waf- jjr^senied ic. memory cf the fouRtier,
Ke^', Danie] Farther Kerr by hir- gr arsdchi Idrf-n. F '̂ev. I4aiker
held this service.

^he naci^s of our -.ihuf ch becaifie '^.err .leR^orial United
nethodist Church" sn April 1948 by the virtue of the
unification of the tlethodist Church and Ihe Evangelical
United Brethren Church.

FrcfR 1963 to i?69 wargage pf^ywient antf maintenance
e:<pen£es were «ftet from rental incoiiie of the house and
apart-.sents, Ir-. the of ii/Or two of the buildings
were raised to provide space i or '^arkitig.

The parsonage family f'rom 1968-J9/5 was Rev. Joseph
Hu®bje. wife Lucille a^td their three dauohters.

Inaccurate reco; ds iTsaKe it ift.po=siDie to list certain
figures such as the nurrtber of christenings^ snarriaQes,
arsd fun&rals. It :an bt- estimated hcntievsr, that about
400 persons have oeen lakerf mto the church b;- profession
rif -faith since 192;^. 'ihe member-ship i-i !970 was 256.

Each year the ^cu'linc Green District oi" the United
Jlethodist Churcfi has carried out tne privilege of sharing
the gift ot ete^'r»al li-fe wxth others arid oive way in parti"
C!.i.Ia.- has been trircugh DUf Sowlii-g Lireeri VoJunteers i^i
hissiot; F'ro^rafli. Cne cf ai\<- voiU'C met,, Andy Stars, went
to Belizej Br;!tish Hofjdttr'as .'epra'-e iling our chur ch in
bu'ldin-^ a s-:.hi;Dl -fur fhe t?.aiives of that region. 1his
was in Acr-l
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K>»aotiel isfg •ione st the p;ir =onage at 102 twelfth
Street. Central healujg ai;d «-j r - conditianing was installed
iu the pr-es^ent educational buildino. In a project
"jas slartsd to lay netf. carpet in the sanctuary, Mora Kerr
rooffi arrd the rea^ entrance.

A pair cf br^ise seven-l-raoched candela&ra was civen
by the Kerr faj?;;!)' i't jj^effiory of iieorge and Nora Kerr.

At confecence in -.lune 1975, f;ev, Joe Hurabie ended
h-.B mir.ii. ?r>' at Ker r neriiOr iai and Kev, J. Marold Coome'
was appointed a^ the new pastor with his wife, Tnidy.

During his jTiini<i» try ?, t Kerr Kev, Coomer startsd the
church newsletter, The Epistle to the Ksrrinthians".
Hew ^ethcdi'rt Hymnals were purc.iossd tcr the sanwtuary.
The old Baldwin organ that wss installed in IPS'? was in
need of repair and after jnuch contids'ation the church
voted to purchase a nt?w Saldwin orga; far the anount of
$96>0.00, floftev was t aised b> contf i Dutions and the
organ w?5 dedicated on Decembe)' i, i?79. Hew flethodist

llymnais wf-re purt.hrfstd i^r the sar. cti-arv.

A jaemorxal fiinc «#fts eitabiislied in iHSfaorv of llrs.

i3race Cole, a faithfui member for nany years. &r. B.C.
Cole, her sen, and one of the stockholders in the Pepsi
Cola industry; gave Kprr tlemoridl a generous airtount of
stock in the coiP.panj' ri^id thus the Memorial Fund was
5 tar ted

Hrs. Robert xFrancss) Hall resigned r-.s our organist
and Urs, Charles (ttary Evelyn K;?rr) Banks "jas hired to
fill the position on a teisporar^ Lasis. In 1979, Hr.
Kevin Bailey Vias hired a= crgcsni st-choir director.

The church re^retftill; accapted the transfer of
Kev. Coom'^-r in tlay 197?. As Rev- Coojuer 'iioved to the
Hodgensville 'Jnited helhodisi C'uu c^s We welcomed our new
parsonage family ?'ev, and Mrs, Kanneth LoveLacs on June 3,
3979,

During th^ (r?if<istry of h'ev. Lovelace, a jiiemoriai
baptismal font was given in »ne?!)Qry of Sara Perkins Ritchell
ty }fer mother, Mrs. Ruth Thurstc^n-

ye had at this 5;ime a parsonace indebtedness of
several ihcusand dollars. A ,)e«tny drive was started to
raise thf' funds to ptty on this note and in ve^y little
f.iiTie the Horjey ^ias ^a'vSed a'iiJ t'ie .scle «ias paid in ft'.ll and
the church was again debt ffye.
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In fla?- 1983 the Annual I'Dnferencfe appointed to our
church Ih'i? Rev. Clifforii Sparks, wift' Betty Alien and
daughlfrr Rarthd Louise, A new bai^y gi'i, Nary Liiidis,
arrived at thi- part-onsqe ii; Harc-f: 1986.

During ths ;!iini = t?y of Res', Sua ks thfr^ psrsor-aqe at
102 Iw&lfth Street was sold a;!d a new Drick parscnaoe was
purchased on Uardenside Wa/. lew carpet and pew pads were
purchased and inst-sile-J. Mew pe^iss !or the choir were
purr:ha5f?d.

A RieiT-o^'ial service 'or '/lillar; daggers v'-'ss held if
•-Tune asid Rev. Harold Coomer aave *he message. Later,
a iiror::e pJaque was placed ift th€= edut-atiorai building as
a memorial to a faithful steward.

1he Young ® Heart group was for-aed in the spring of
1985. A fellowship of oser '"SO*' years church fafaily. Ihis
very active senior g-'oup !=,'ith a mefvbership or approxi.ftateiy
50 including seme of cur Christian frjends of Westside
United rietliodist Chur::h r eaero: 5tt=d the "eiiowsKip dining
room ant? kitchen. Ue'jt v^nd cabinet tops were ir'staiied

Uie eJectronJc '.a^iilon atcp ou; cliurch jijas given in
mefRor y of RrSv Har> Hall in Lv her children, of which
tracine aiid Virgil 'J;4enri ,>re a psr I. A ffiemurial service
was held that saae year for Hrs. Hall.

Rev. Thomas Tiorriscn^ taile Dee and Son Nike cams to us
in flay 1988. Every Sunday morning Fev. Hot risen had a time
for "Kid Fow^r'', an ifar<^a live, i;?'.-pi ra tio/iai ti^e for
the childreK with a very impiessive lesson for Christian
living and growth.

We are very projd tt«at of<e of uur youth, Christooher
Patterson, has accepted the call to the fflinistfy and was
prese-^ted to the annual charge corrftrence ii-. 1988 with the
blessing and sponsorship of the con>^regation,

The £«r«nt;al corifere.ice in ("^ay i V90 trrn^iferred Rev.
I'lorrison ^nd fa<Rily to the Kdmoiitcn, Kentuck,^ United
Metliudist ('lu/.rch.

Re-v. Robert CctDper aud family -.aoie to kerr in ;1ay 1990.
A dediualed ycfur«g minister makii.g daii;- visits -.o fflembers
and hospitals, and very busy maksng prepara t.\on= and plans
for the one h.uitdi et; anrtivi?? ^as ;• ceie , r a I:on .



Mit- 199-^ r'ro.^eit fo- Ujr It-et i in I'iibSioriE program
was Ihn task to I'tUniid rlelhoiiist Church in flojisarral, a

islaiid in the West Indies. Ihis ctinrcli was destroyed
by hurricane Hugo. We are happy to s^y that our own Carl
E'leli wet? t of\ this mission in June 1V90.

The annual conference of 199? (nov^d Rev. Robert Cooper
and family to the Lo!.ti='.'ill& ereav

Kerr weicomed Rev, &on Dor^'is e-nd wife Poliy as our
parsonage family. I hey arrived .luit in time for Vacation
Bible School and the pianr.inq of the iO^th :.eiebration.

in ''.he >-ear5 1590 thru prt'Se; I day^ uib have ir/slalled
new hea h arid ais' systsrfii, paid off the parsonage csnd
ffnioyed ttie nott- l/iti-ning. bibles, and Heaveiii? High
way Kymnais were given by varicus people in me-Tiory and
hujtor of past and pr'esenl ^nembers nnd io-'Sd ones. Painted
the 5afictUf«ry, Nora Kerr rocm and ^oyers. Replaced the
ceiling in tlie Library and installed nes^ carpet in the
Nora Kerr room aiid fo/ers. flovereu the outside wood
trjfft with vinyl siding as wbll as other cieneral up-keep
of the church prcpt?rty loo rjumsrous to iiSw

Us havs- just bougl't new o.i I Landles rip.d a Brass
Cross for the sanctuary, to he d-'dAcated tooay our 105th.

Th 199^] Kerr becamt- pfd/er partne'*!r. u/.ith Greenhlil
United ilethadist Church. flsese two congregations have
ecijoyed fellou'ship together several liines and we
continue to keep ou- partners in our Prayers for v-isaon
and d1r ec t i^n.

'̂ O" the past fciur years we havt* invited u>0-^Q girls
fro?3 Sirls Ijic.(Girls Club) \o participate in Vacation
Bible Bchool. -his is a tvor' 'iJled, fi=ri filled and
inspira tiona 1 tiine for those working. Having the sound
of fftuch laughter fron.- small vo3 ces as well as the big
voices bring past i-^eTSofies rusliing back fo?' all of us,

•'he fouth have a p-.ont^ily gather ijjg to fellowship,
eat and generally get la know others better, tiiis is being
sponsor^^d by various gtoups in the church.

Gcds work joes on st Ksrr and ue pray that God will
leftd us anc bless us as we strive to ser.'e Hisi.

S-J?


