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The traditional Dining In Might, developsd over a 1o

o

succaession of decadade

in the British &rmy, is held in high
regard as an excellent promoter of cordiality, comaraderie,

and espirit de corps among officers. Today s dinners continue

# custom which firet arose in the eightesnth century. A&t that

time, barracks were nonezistant, thus officers and men staved

sy @y

@ lodging was available. When a battalion entered a-

town or village, it would haold a parade and group the banners
of the various wunits in a central meeting place. This place
sire the aofficers met

was called the officers Mess 1wl owas wh

'

and recieved their orders from the commander. This meebing
evalved into & dinner.
The custom of dining together was sstablished for good

reasons. The practice fostered comaraderie in large wits in

which many officers would not otherwise be likely to coms in

contact. The dinners entertained gquest in the swroundings of

tradition amd ows

of the regiment. Finally the dinners
would daprove the social etiguette of the officers.
Unlike the British Military,the United States Military

Mas no univers

st of formal Dindng In o rules. The rule
i Fferent from region to region and unit to unit. IN the
East, the dirners arose as stylish affairs among the more
social regular and militia units, such ag those located near

Hoston or Philadelphia. In the Mest, the formal dinners

evoalved as less styvlish svents, as officers in outposts desp
in Indian territery were generally less concerned with pomp

and circumstances.
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Today many wunit

in the United States hold annual

-

3
;

Dimings In to promote cordiality and fellowship asnong the

"~

officers in thelr ranks. Traditions and custons are as varied

as the units. The Dinding In has becoms an int&gfal part of
the officer s social commitments as it enhances bonds of
friendship and espirit de corps.

The Dining In abttended by the avthor was somewhat
different from those held by regular army wunits in that, in

SLE

d of a group of officers, there were officers,the cadret,

and cadets. The Dining In consisted of thres majo partsy; bhe

cocktalls, the Mess, and the speaker.

Turing the cocktsils the cadret and cadets conversed
Lightly over drinks. Maturally the cadret’'s role of teacher

tion, which consisted mainly of

spilled over into the converss

the officer s lending of advice to or relating of stories to

it

the cadet concerning hils caresr. O0F couwrss, this being a
cocktail, the instruction was nobt handed down as it would be
in a classroom, but rather in & more relaved, less rigid wav.

One such story dealt with the relationship between an officer

it
i

and his men. It was told that an officer percisved

uncaring or uﬁk&lfﬂbl@ by his men would be shobt in the
by hisg men during combat. From the cocktails, ﬁveryan@
adjiourned to bthe Mess.

The HMess was more formal ly %tructurmd'tian the

cocktails. [t consist

i

t of three segments; the toasts, the

mzal , and the pointe of order. The tosste were o Mol.of. =

w dd ol T L Wy

the Flag,and to the President of the United States as well
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Crdotic subjects mumt

~irg in the

Twenties., It

considered poor taszte and a2 viclation of e

to o drink Lo

cornish hen

with rice. Each tables lowsst ranking memnber

desigrnated

the gunner, whose duty it w; maintain the wine gla

bretwesn two-thirds full and smphy.

The points of order were a

crexoact b s

ertertal nment anong the Mess. The officers of the Mess wsre

Mr.o Vice and Mr. President, © lon commander . Poinbs

of order are violations of the Mese on the part of individoasl

1 d

eing brought to the att oy of Mhes Vice by anobher

member . Mr. Yice would then confer with Me. President abood

; 1o

the fine, if any, to be ass 2l the member in viold

Fines ranged from bwentv-five cents to & dollar. The points

o~

of dnsults, all in good huoor,

e and resultant volle

wesre the sowrce of ouch enber

nmant for the Me

@ For tie Command Se

S

ar-certt Ma o

retired) Lest

ar W, Conover Jr. He spoke on the attitudes of

society towards velberans from WETD threo Vi

arnd the

tmportance of Yetsrans D

Atter the spesech and some belated points of order, Me.

Fresident dismissed the Ms

The history of the Dining In iy

[
a

tradition. The colonists brouwght the custom of the Dinding In

Trom BEritain where 1t had =

1 wedd

the P00 s From

a central meeting place to s formal dinner in order to

ideally function as a social Foue ot
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oftficers. Once in the United States the Dinings In

aetes and customs of the

diversifised to suit ths the
regions in which various units were located. The carrving
over of custom from the 0ld Countery, Britain, fto the new, bhi
United States and resultant continuvation of tradition in rews
variations is folklore in mﬁch the same manner the singing
games of yvoung black girils in Los Angelos are. The variation
of tradition and custom from region to region is folklors in
much the same manner that the variations of chili across the
country are regional folklore. The story about the officer
getting shot in the back which was told during the cocktails
to the aubthor is ssenplary of labor lore and Fﬁlh legend,
Finally and most importantiy, the Dining In serves an
important purpose in ite as folklore should, It is the one
organized event which allows For a changing of the ”miiy
rigid rules and chain of command in military 1ife. This
providestor inforeal conversation and humor and friendships
to transcend the ranks in the military. The Dining In
containsg all of these aspects of folklore which sre an

integral part of military life.
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