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EXPERIERCES OF A PRISOKER OF WAR
IN JAPAN AND THE PHILIPPINZES

é The USS OANOPUS was at anchor in Manila Bay on the morn=-
ing of December B, 1941, The Liberty Section of the crew was
ashore, as usual, At 2:00 a.m. the message was received that
Japanese planes had attacked Pearl Harbor; this was an act of
war and we were instructed to act accordingly.

The stimulating effect of war was felt immediately, as all
hands were turned-to to prepare the submarine tender for war.
Blue paint was applied over grey paint to blend the ship with
the blue ocean. All unnecessary material was removed from the
shlp and landed at Cavite. Service anmmunition was placed in
the ready boxes and all possible preparations made to make the
convertod freighter, CANOPUS, defenslve.

At 9:00 a,m., an air raid warning sounded and general
quar ters sounded on the ship but nothing happened in our
vicinity. At 8:00 pem, air raid sounded again, Japanese
planes came and bombed Nicholas Field, The rosy glow of
fuel dumps turning lit the horlzon. Most of the filghter
planes Intended to defend the Philippines were destroyed
in this raid or rendered useless.

The CANOPUS weighed anchor, went in, and docked at Pler
One, ¥anila, Pish nets were spread over the CANOCPUS and red
paint was applied tc the weather decks and super structures
to blend the ship with the near-by red-roofed warehouses.
Most of the supplies, provisions, and fuel oll was removed
from the ship and preparations were made to scuttle the ship
alongside the dock to prevent it from capsizing should the
Japanese bomb her,

Fifty-four Japanese toniers bombed Cavite Navy Yard on
10 December, destroysd the yard, hit the submarine SEA LION,
and badly damaged the SEA DRAGON, The merchant vessels
Sagaland and Kellogs were sunk in the bay. Several other
vessels were damaged and hundreds, perhaps thousands, of
navy yard workers were killed In the rald. Not a plane
was shot down in our area during this raid.

The fifty-four Japanese planes flew In V formation,
eircled the yard, made two practice runs, released their
Y . bambs on the third run, flew a reconnaissance by Corregldor
and returned to their bases in FPormosa., All shlips present
fired on the planes without results, The reason was ocbvious==-
the obsolete three inch AA zuns would shoot 17,000 feet} the
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planes flew from 18,000 to 19,000 fest high. ihere were

our fighter planes? Host of them were still in the plamning
stage. The Philippines were not ready for war, Amerilcans
had cobserved treatles and expected others to do likewise.

Newspaper end radloc accounts of Pearl Harbor minimized
the damage to the flset.

Eighty Japanese transports landed an army at Lingayen
Gulf. Flve other Japancese landings were made simultaneously
on Luzon and five spearheads almed at Manlla and other vital
points commenced to drive, bringing woeful war to the peace-
ful Philippines,

The local radio commentator summed the situation up by
saylng: ™Eighty Japanese transports have landed troops at
Lingayen GulY and the U.3,A.F.F.E. (United 3tates Armed Forces
Far East) have contacted them and, 1f you will pardon my saylng,
are giving them Hell"™, "The little Brown Men from ﬁippon can't
fight with thelr glasses on, and they certainly can't fizht with
them off--Keep 'em Flying." This misrepresented the situation,
however, for most of the landings were unopposed, and the
Amerlcan Army withdrew to Bataan Pininsula as plamned and
mads the herolc stand agalnst super lor foresa and equipment.

All ships end submarines except the CANOPUS, SZA LION,
and S3A DRAGON, QUAIL, TANGER, PIDQEON, PINCH, VAGA, RANGER,
and GENESSZE (all small tuzs and mine sweepers except the
CANOPUS and S84 LION and SEA DRACON) salled for Australla,
The SEA LION was demolished when found to be beyond repair.
The CANOPU3 worked on the SZA DRAGON five days and fitted
her for sea. She made a safe voyage to Australia and played
an important part in the war,

The CANOPUS quickly loaded her supplles, provislons, and
fuel o0ll and left Henlla at midnight 24 December, Huge firas
glowed 1ln the Manlla area as the dmerlicans abandoned the zrsat
city to her fate. Pilipinoes were looting, & demolition squads
were blowing up and destroylng fuel and ammunition dumps.

The CANOPUS anchored in south harbor and went intoc Harivales
Bay and tled up in a cove after daybreak Chrlistmas Day. Branches
were cut from the jungle and piled on deck and some boughs were
tled to the mast to hlde the shlp from the Japanese. Green paint
was applied over the red camouflage palnt, but the camouflage
efforts were ussless. Bombers found the shlp and bombed her,
killing seven of the crew and injuring several. Anti-alrcraft
gunners stayed on thelr stations but they fired at planes with-
out effact, The submarine TROUT brought twenty-one fuse for
the AA guns at Corregildor and the news leaked out of the
stagzering losses at Pearl Harbor, Ths TROUT took 20,000,000
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dollars worth of gold from Corregldor.

The Japanese Army swept south, Hong Kong, Singapore,
Java, Sumatra, the Celebes, and part of Hew Guinoa ware
taken in succession, Bataan and Corregldor stood fast,.

General MacArthur mads his speech, "Bataan and Cor=-
regldor camot eand will not be surrendered, We must fight};
if you retreat you will losse your life. Help lis coming,
hundreds of planes and thousands of men are comlng, but
they have to fight their way through thousands of miles
of enemy infasted waters."” _

#ith the fall of 3ingapore more Japanese forces were
sent to the Phllippines and the fighting was intensified.
Frequent air rafts became more frequent. .

The crew of the CANOPUS was sent ashore at 7:00 a.m.
daily. Oil barrels filled with rags had been set on fire
on the ship's decks, black paint had been applled In places
to give the Japanese the Iimpression that the shilp was a
burned out hulk., Japanese photographers were apparently
deceived, for they didn't tother the ship anymore.

General MacArthur, his wife, son, son's nurse, and
sone of his staff left in P.T. boata in March of 1842,
The P.T. boats took MacArthur to Del Monte in Hindanio
and he was flown to Australla,

The Japanese radlos and phmphlets dropped from planes
appealed to the Pilipinoces to surrender, stating that "Hac-
Aprthur has left and you have no one to protect you now.”
Other pamphlets gave Instructlons on how to surrender., Some
pamphlets had plctures of beautiful girls offering a kiss,
Radio programs from Manila addressed to the Amerlcans at
Bataan were usually as followsa: "And to you smericans
at Rataan, the world's largest self-supporting concentra-
tion camp, why do you continue to fight? You are sick,
bungry, and longing for your loved ones, For you we
dedicate thlis number.” "They're #alting for Ships That
Never Come In", "0ld Folks at Home", "0ld Black Joe",
and "My 0l1d Kentucky fome", would follow.

Days passsd, hunger, malaria, dysentary, and war
casualties took their toll., Defenders of Bataan were
meeting mors and more offensive forces., Our PeTe boats
were gone. Our submarines came no more to be serviced.
B-17's had also flown awsy. Hope was waning. When would

the convoy arrive?
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On April 17, the crew of the CANOPUS worked all night

' removing bedding, clothing, provisions and other useful

articles of food from the CANOPUS, She was scuttled at
daylight to prevent capture by the Japaness. All of her
officers and crew were taken to Corregldor where the crew
and junior officers were put Into the Marine beach defenses.

Bataan surrendered at 8:00 a.m., 18 April 1942, Americans
captured at Bataan made the eighty-one mile march to 0'Donnell
in Tarlac Province known as the "Bataan Death March" or "Death
March to 0'Domell." Prolonged marching without food or water
in the intenss heat killled many prisoners outright and weakened
many mora to the point that thay dled soon.

Pathetlc 8035 was flashed from RBataan's beaches at night
for a week after the surrender, 3Some men managed to get small
boats and rafts and cross %o Corregldor for folir or five days
after the surrender. Men arriving at Corregidor sald the
Japanese weren't accepting surrender and were kllling every-
OlNSe ‘

Correglidor wds in shambles, no buildings stood, Trees
and shruba had been splintored, bombas and artillsry shells
had blown craters Iin all the areas, The one by thrse mile
1sls was cluttersd with rubtle, GCun battorles locatad in
Batangus Province had shelled the isle since February 19542,
and with the fall of Bataan, Japanese moved hundreds of sisge
guns up to the front and shelled the fortress as well as Fort
Huzhes, Frank, and Drum in the bay. Bombers bused at Clark
Fleld could make & round trip flight in half an hour, meeting
very llttle opposition as most of the AA batterles were knocked
out. An estimated 200,000 rounds of artillery shells were
fired at the forts the last ten days of the sleuze,

Food was rationed, We were eating two meals a day cone
slsting of cracked wheat, welners, and coffee. The shelling
and bombing interferred with cooking. Many were getting weak
on the ration.

The arrival of Hay brought increused shelling and bomb=
ing. Submarines had been comlng in to Corregidor and taking
out some men. Thse captaln of the CANOPUS, some radliomen, the
repalr officer and some metalsmitha wers avacuated, Two PBY's
came In and landed in the bay at night and flew some- personnel,
including seven nurses, out, The sltuation was becoming hope-

2388,

At sunset 5 May 1942, a mock battle between small Japanese
vessels was put on at the mouth of HManila Bay to divert attention.
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A% 7:00 pe.u. Japanese batieries commenced firing on

the island, housands of artlllery shella mewod and exploded,
landing barges appcared out of the darkness. Owr machine
gumers &nd infantrymen who survived the barrage, met them.
Tracer ammunition from the Japanese barges threaded vertlcally,
indicating to the Japanese gunners on the beach the location
of the barges. The battle raged all night and into the after-
noon of 6 ¥ay., Casualties were heavy on both sldea., iihen
dawn ocame planes appsared to spot for the artillery, bomb,
gtrafe, and render fthe barren ridges untendabls., Tanks,

flame throwers, and fleld pieces were landed, Ildost of the
snall ships had been sunk by gun fire befors the invasion
commenced. Some ware stlll afloat. OSome wers scuttled.

Many of the wounded had been taken to the rear of the lines
for treatment.

Orders were received to wilthdraw and fight delaylng
action., Tanks with flame throwers were coming, o artillery
was left to knock them out.

The United States flag was hauled down and a white flag
hoisted. Shelling continued and planes strafed,

Military Police with whlte flags were statlonad at the
entrance of the tummels,

#hen the fiznting stopped, order ssemed to break down.
Men started wandering aimlessly around; some started seeking
their buddies; Navy men were trying to [ind thelr shipmates.

In the Queen and Malinta tunnel important papers and
document s ware bein; burned, and papsr monsy was belng
destroyed. The food carefully hoardsd previously was now
free to all who wantad 1t,

Clothing which had also been issued officlally was being
tuken, after meetinz some protast by the quar tsrmaster who
sald no pmore would be issued until tomorrow.

Thousands of Americans and Pilipinoces linsd the tunnels,
men returning from the front lines fell to eatlng the foo04d,
drinking water, and smoking. Orderw wers raceivaed to dlscard
all guns, hand grenades, bayonets and ammunition. Cigarette
smoke billowed from the ranks of unwashed men.

The first Japanese %o arrive at the tunnels were the
tank drivers. They were very thirsty, and having stopped
the tanks, rushed to the tunnels for water. The water system
nad been knocked out but it was put back into commlssion and
drinking water was avallable. A Japaness offlicer came through
the tumel with an Admerican 45 automatic held in both hands.
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~He sald nothing but seemed surprised at the number of men
- 8live af ter the destructive shelling and bombing of the

surface of the isle. There was no ventilatlon in operation
in the tumel, and everyone was smoking endlessly and ponder-
ing their fate,

The captaln of the mine sweep, QUAIL, with elghteen
men escaped in 4 forty foot motor launch from Fort Hughes
about 10:00 p.m. and made the 1,800 mile trip to Australia
as told in his book "South from Corregidor.”

During the nizht more Japanese soldiers came to the
island and more came through the tunnels. They were looking
for watches, fountain pens, rings, money, gold rimmed Zlasses,
and sweet foods such as Jams, jellles, honey, preserves, sugar,
and pineapples. Most of tham could not read Engzlish, and if
a4 can had an attractive label on it, they would thrust a
bayonet in it. If the can contained meat, vegetables, or
ungweeotaned frult, they would discard it. Japansse soon
leamed the word for pinsapples and would ask Americans
for them.,

Outslde the tunnels activity continusd, More occupation
forces arrived. Americans wors pressed into the working
partiss to help bring their bajggage ashore,

Looting contined, A Japanese offlcer asked for two
American officers to gulde him on a tour of iInspection. Two
voluntesred. He took them to a turm in the road, raelieved
them of their money, watches and rings, apologized, and letl
them 20

On the 9th of May orders were received to prepsre to
leave on a five day march and to take some food with us.
Columns of one hundred men were formad four abreast and
marched out of the tunnels arouad the winding road to an
area known &s Ninety Second Garage. BEach incoming column
was counted and recounted by Japaness guards before being
dismissed into the area which was in shamblaes of wreckago
from btombing and shelling.

Some prisoners had been assembled at this area since
surrender. Tractor and truck radiators had been drained
and the water drunk. An emergency ssepaze spring had bsen
dug near the two largs seaplane hangars. & bucket tied on
& lino was In operation continuously to keep the thousands
of thirsty men from perishing, but the spring would be
dipped dry and wvater would have to ssep back ine After
repeated roquests, ths Jupanese allowed prisoners to fom
columns of one hundred men and zo to ¥alintas tumel for
water. Water was flowing throuzh a trouzh that had been
usad as a tollet., Occasionally a Japanese would have an .

7
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American wash a palr of trousers or a shirt in the water.
Prisoners walted thelr turn patliently,

: Working partles were demanded dally by the Japansse
g0 do all types of work. The dead Japaness were burled, but
' dead Americans remained where they had fallen for four or
 five days. Finally the Americans were allowed to bury the
maggot infested, bloated bodies. The nsarest shell hole was
often the grave.

Bomb craters, revetments, and ditches were being used
a8 latrines; %ﬂ?as were multiplying as only Insects can.

No arrangements were made to feed the priscners--every-
one foraged for himself, Groups got together and pooled what
food could be stolen while on working partles, but hunger
reigned in the campound., There waa no shelter., The hangars
had been riddled with shrapnel and gunfire. IEvery group
rigged up sheets, blankets, coats, shelter halves and any-
thing available for shads,

Dysentary was prevelant by now, Jiater was very scarce.
The only bathing available was the sea. HMany misused 1t, and
the beaches were badly contamlinated.

-
g1 v

Working parties started raaoving food from the tumnels
and placing it in small shlps now at the dock. Soveral tons

s : of goods had been stacked near the compound, Other parties
M -. collected guns and amnunition., One party started collecting
W non-ferrous metal and scrap lron.

Thare were some instances of Japanese guards slapping
prisoners and hitting them with rifles, but the treatment
was good compared with that to be recelved later,

Rumors were circulating in the camp and continued to
circulate. One rumor was that flve American transports were
enroute from Australia to take us home.

¥ith the Cermans at Stalingrad, England fiszhting for
life, the Japanese moving unchecked toward Australia--the
future looked very bad for us., Beyond the Paclific, Amerilca
.was forging arms and armor, men were being marshaled, That
America would win we had no doubt, btut America was beyond
gL the Pacifice--the Japanese were hsre.

Seventeen dreary days passed at Ninetly JSecond Carags.
Sun, thirst, hunger, and flles by day; mosquitos and no
21 place to sleep at night. On the night of 23 May a heavy
00 . & rain came. ZEverything and everyone gpot wet, About 9:00
A% p.m. word was passed to prepare to leave at 6:00 a.,m. Long

e
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before day, preparations were being made to leave., Everyone

packed in a blanket, bag, towel, or all artlcles we regarded

as essentlal. Only what could be carried was taken. " Men

who had money, watches, pens, and rings left had hidden them.
One way to conceal small articles was to hide them beneath a

bandage. When & J& anese was searching a column, a man could
start coughing and scratching himself and the Japansse would

usually avold searching him., They secmed to fear gorms.

By 7:00, 23 Hay, all prisoners had formed Into columns
and started marching toward the dodkc. The long column moved
slowly. At the dock area we were assembled in a gravel plt
where the sun was almost unbearabls and we were overcrowded.
FPishing boats were taking men ocut to two rusty frelghters
in the bay. aboard the fishing boat, the Japanese wers
pawing through everyone's pockets and belongings and asking
for money. One took a prisoner's tobacco pouch because it
had & fascinating zipper--imagine his surprise when he found
500 pesos (two hundred fifty dollars) hidden in the tobacco.

The Americans, numbering about 7,600, were put on
separate ships from the Filipino prisoners.

The hospital staff, nurses, and wounded were left at
Corregldor and removed later. The nurses were taken to
the University of Santo Tomas and repatriated the first
of January, 1943, Kone of the American nurses were molested
to my knowladge. '

The Fourth Marines mascot, SUCHOH, went aboard ship wlth
us. This remarkadble dog survived three years internment at
Cabanatuan. W#hen rangers rescued the prisomers at Cabanatuan,
they were taken to Leyte. The men were sent to Amerlica aboard
ship, but SUCHOW was denled passage, One of the Fourth Marines
was loft to taizs care of him. Both were flown to the States
long befors the ship arrived., SUCHOW dled recently and
recelved an honorabls burial,

Condlitions were crowded beyond imagination on the ship.
Sanitary measures were the crudest, There was enough fresh
water to drink., No food was served.

At dawn on 24 lay ths old freighters welighed anchor and
salled toward ¥anila, Upon anchoring the Americans were
rapidly crowded into landing barges. One barge, usially
towing two barges, would tuke & load of men to within two
or three hundred yards of the beach and force them to jump
into the water, #en who ware reluctant to jump were hit
on the head with a boat hook. Some men lost thelr shoes;

- many abandoned their baggage when it bLecame wetl.
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Americans were formed into colurms of one hundred and
marched on Dewsy Boulevard and halted. Japanese Csalvarymen
flanked the colurmse About 10:00 a.n. the 11 killometer "Mare
of Shame" or "Dewey Boulevard Parade" comanced. :

The tropicel sun was too much for many of the starved
Americans., The sireets were littered wlith collapsed men.
Men who lost their shoes suffered from severely bllstered
feet, Many dropped out, Japanese sentries wore stationed
at all intersections, entrances to bulldings, and al all

allﬂys .

Thousands of Fillpinoes lined the strsets to view ths
parade. Many wept. Some held thelr hands to thelr face
giving the "V" sign. It is belleved that the march was
intended to humiliate the Americans in the presence of the
Filipinoes, to bolster the prestige of the Japanese, and
to foster the empire in Hast Asla, The effect was the ad-
verse of the expecteds The Filipinoes were astounded at
the starved condition of the amall number of imericans who
had resisted Japan's war machine so long.

As ths heat Increased more men discarded thelr packs.
Garbage cans full of water had besn put out and tin cups
to drunk from had bsen placed near the Admiral Hotel., The
water was gone bafore half the column had passed.

Men who were overcome with heat were brought to Billibid
later in a truck. Some were kicked rouzshly by the guards.

Filipino constabulary along the way would whisper ths
number of kilometers to be marched and tell us our destlination.

At 5:00 the last of the column reached Elllibld, the former.
prison of the Philippines., The prison was enclosed in high
walla, and with the breakdown of law and order, all priscners
had been relsagsed and all fixtures, including plumbing, resmoved.

The ship bringing the Filipino prisonsrs had docked, aad
they had been marched directly to Bilibid,

Bilibid was badly overcrowded. Z&very inch of floor space
was taken up. Men slept on the concrete floors as close to-
gether as was possible, We were fed for the first time since
capture--a small amount of rice.

Japanese guards patrolled the top of the wall. 3ame
guarded the gates, othars clrculated among the prisoners
looking for loote Scme of the guards would lower a string
and prisoners who had money would tie 1t on the string.
The Jap would takke a percentage and throw some molasses,
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coconut, popscorn, or some other natlve candy to the man.
Candy was usually contam inated and gome times caused dysentary,
Tprenches were used as latrines.

Some of the “mericans had mediclne and wers trylng to
1 sell it to the ones who had money. «Quinine, sulfa drugs, and
aspirin were worth their welght 1n gold.

Fifteen hundred men left daily. Thelr destination and
fate they would not know. They would be marched to the rall-
road station, elizhty to one hundred men put ln a box car, a
Japanese guard at each door, and the tralm would make the
trip to Cabanatuan, arriving about noon. The men would march
to a school house, camp in the yard overnight, and march %o
Bong a Bong the next day.

The group I went with left on 20 May. The heal in the
car was &lmost unbearable, The Japanese guirds would not
permit the men with dysentery to get out to relleve thensel ves.

e ————— ——— T

Upon arrival at Caebanatuan we wers marched to the school
house, glven some rice, and told to prepare for a twenty
xilometer hike tlhe next day. svaryone was advised to con-
slder his bajsaze snd discerd all unnacessary articles. A
raln came at sunset and after many roquests tho Japanese
permitted the priaonsrs to go under the buildinzs=-not in
them, #hen the rain csased, sane mon reifurned ts the campus
and slept on the damp ground rather than under tha crowded
buildings.

Hde were called at 3:00 a.m., given same rice, assembled
. . in columns of one nundred and marched oato the road, halted,
and told 5o sit down., At 8:00 a.m. the march cormenced. The
sun's heat was starting to absorb the maBture [rom the raln
of the night before, The humidity was high.

Fllipinoes had set up stands along the road and had an
assortment of food for sale such as bolled egzs, calssa peny
sugar, homemade candy, rice cakes, popped rice, btananas, sugar,
peanuts, and tobaccoe. The Japanese guards would not permit
priscners to purchase anything. Fillpanoes trisd to glve
us food-=this was forbidden. An old grey-haired woman, weep=-
ing and mumbl inz something about her son, broke into our ranks
and started 3ivinz out rice cakes. A guard teat her to the
@Qundt

Every two or three miles, guards were changede The fresh
guards started rushing the columns. The sun was Jetting
hotter, and perspiration was rolling from the man, Cantoens
were empty, and no water was avalluble to refill them. Hen
started collapsinz from fatigue, heat, and exhaustlon. The

H



vicious guards would soundly beat all men who collapsed with
thelr rifle butts, atomp them in the stomach, and other vital
places whers men dresad to be hit. Some prisocners rejoined
the column after a few sound blows or klcks with hobbed nail
shoss., All man had an intense dread of fainting. If a
prlsoner was totally unconsclous, a stick with a pisce of
paper attached would be stuck up and a truck hauling rice
would bring him to campe.

At 5:00 p.m. we reached Camp No., 2. It had been bullt
for the Philippine Army, was incomplete, and there was no
water. Bveryone was thirsty; some were ravinge. At sunset
& heavy rain came., e bathed under the eves of the straw-
covered barracks, drank all we wanted, filled every avallable
container, and thus merciful heaven provided agzain.

After sunset a small amount of rice that had been cooked
at Camp No. 3, six kilometers north, arrived by truck.

Tw days were spent at Camp No. 2, and we werse ordered
to prepars to leave. We marched six kllometers back over
the same route to Camp Noe 1 where I spent twenty-one months.

On June 2, groups of 1,500 prisocners from 0'Dormmell in
Tarlac started arrivinz. Thsse men had pertleipated in the
111 -famed "Death March® and were in bad conditlon. Sacma of
them died lmmedlately.

During the month of June, five hundred and ms prisoners
dled at Cabenatuan, Halaris, dysentary, beriberl, diptherla,
and many othar allments took their toll. Many prisoners were
horrible to behold., Thare were no bathing facilltlss, few had
razors, malnutdtion worked differently on individuals, 3ome
got agonizing palns and every bone and mus cla in their tody
seemed to ache. Every remedy was tried--pacing the ground,
soaking feet in water, and massaging feet. Some prisoners
would swell up to grotest proportions, faces would swell
until eyes closad, hands would swoll to boxing zlove sizs,
feat would mswell like footballs; their stomach would swell
then usually death would occur.  The rudimentary mammary
glands of some would swell. Eyes would get Inflamed and
discharge tears constantly when exposed to llznt. Pleces
of pasteboard with narrow crossed slits cut in them were
used by some of ths men., Cod liver oll was very scarce,
and at one time, a practice of placing a drop in the patlents
eyes was tried, Late In 1942 the Japanese conflscated some
drug store stocks and brought some patent madicines in campe.
Such home rapnedies as "Winter Smith's Chill Tonlce", "Six
Sixty-six Chill Tonlc", "Wine of Cardui", "Black Drauzht",
"311ver Pine Healing 011", "Simmons Liver Regulator”, "Syrup
of Popsin®, and many othor famillar home remedles were used,
some of which are no longer on sala in the Tnitad Ztales.

The Pure Food and Uruz Act has changed malters perialning
to labels on bottles ln the Unlited States.

|12
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One man received a bottle of vegetable compound tonioc.
The label recommended the tonic for female ailments and
mothers. The man's allments were not desoridbed on the
bottle, but the Japanese thought medicine was medicine
and should be good for male ailments also.

i The American doctors tried severything to save the men,

r but the diet-~rice and a weed resembling water lily was not
encugh to nourish the bodles wasted by warfare and hardships.
The necessary vitamins were missing.

Rice was fermented and yeast added to try to develop ysast
for the worst caseas of malnutrition. About a half teacup full
would be given each patient on the average. Dysentary was
treated in several ways: charcoal was powdered and eaten,
rice was bolled to a sticky, thick, gumy mass for dysentary
patients, and the crust or rice that stuck to the side of the
; rice pot was gilven to dysentary patients. Some malaria patisnts
were advised to lay in the sun with their blankets ovrer them
when & chill came on to try to aweat off the malaria, Tropical
ulcers were treated by washling the sore as clean as possible
and sunning the area. The ones who had sulfa drugs sorapped
sulfa powder into the wound. Diptheria broke out, killed
hundreds, and would have killed many more if some serum had
not been brought into camp in November of 1942,
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g Bathing facilitles were makeshift., Men who could get
& can, bucket, or a plece of tin made the tubs to bath in.
Baths under the eves of barraciks were a cammon practice.

Flies were a serious menace. Trenches two feet wide,
elght feet deep, and forty fest long were dug and rails thrown
across to keep the weak men from falling in. These trenches
would be filled In a few days, covered with dirt, and new ones
dug. The trenches were ldeal breeding places for flies, md
they bred very rapldly in the favorable climate. A great cam-
paign was launched agalnst thems Every prisoner was ordered
: to kill twenty flliss a day. Later that number was Incressed
Yo one hundred., Bountles were pald Ly the Amerlcans for the

greatast number of rfllss. Many men became fly trappers. A
fly trap over one of the latrines would net & mlli can full
3 of flies in a short time, Putting the flies over a steam
: drum. would kill them, then they would be msasured and a
record made. Many five gallon cana full of flies were
gathered by one man, PFosters similar to Burma Shave Posters
were put up in camp, suwh as: "#ho's golng to dile=-you
or the fly?" "Brood not on beriberi, but'wipe out the
dysentary." "Cau{;ht short, can't make 1t--cover up=-
control flies,” "If you're broke and crave & smoke~-
kill flies."
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July 1942, seven hundrad elghty-five prisoners dled at
Cabanatuan., Ralny sadson set in. Tha dead were buried daily
in trenches tan feet by slx fee$ by three fests The nude
bodlies would ba placed in the common grave and covered up.
8cmetimes the bodies would be above the surface and dirt
would be heaped over them, #1ld dogs scratched into some
of the mounds. Another trench would ba dug for the naxt
day's dead, Sometimes the trenches would be full of walar
and the bodies would be held down with a shovel untlil dirt
could be piled over. Sometimes a Shinto Japanese guard
would place a ci:mrotte on the new mound. IU waan't the
dead men who amoked it howevor. Chaplains conducted burial
services at the burial site latar.

Planks about ons inch by twelve Inches by elght feat
painted white with the names of the dead wrltten diagonally -
across the board were placed on the mowndsa, Thls practice
was discontinued and all boards were removsed, In 1943, the
Jupaness had a detaill of prisonsrs clear the coogan grass
and wesds from the cemetery and carefully shape the mounds.
All were uniform shape., 4 concrete shaft about nine feet
hizh was erected to mark the cemetery. The high death rate
continued until Pebruary, 1943. Colonel Beacher, the American
Camp Commander, announced on Chrlstmas Eve of 1942 that for
the first time in twenty-four hours we had not had a death
in camp.

The Japanesc started feeding us a little better in
Auzust., A few caraboos were brought in and butchered. A
farm was started near the camp. Simple tools ware brought
in from the warehouses and farms In Luzon., Often there
were not enough tools and many prisonsrs had to pull and
carry grass by hand. Thousands of ant hills, same of them
twenty feet in dlamster at thes base and ten feet high, had
to be lsveled off. Scrut trec, vinss, and grass had to be
! clasred from the arsa to make the farme The Japanese having
: farmsd on a small scale in Japan Insisted on tullding hundreds
of tralls and roads running parallel and others intersecting
at right anglss about a hundred yards apart, DIrilscnsrs would |
use a wire to line the roads and would 2lso use & wire to
lay off rows in ths plots, Rows and roads were as atralght |
‘ as a tightly stretched string. The numerous roads wsre a
e great waste in labor and land.

@
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A detall of priscners were sent to Cabanatuan to dig
fertilizer from the city dump. 4&n accumulatlon of debris
for azes past was dug from the dump. Caraboc caris were
us:d to haul the hlack dirt. Later a truck was also used,
Twenty-four men and two guards went down dally snd dug and
sereened the dirt, loaded the carts, and retumed at night.
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Exoreta was taken from the Japanese guard's latrines and
put on the garden. DBecause of the large number of Americans
suffering from @ysentary, excreta was not taken from the Amer-
lcan camp. 01l drums,cut in half suspended in the middle of a
bamboo pole with a wire ball and carried on the shoulders of
two men, were used. Forty men wers assigned to this detall
daily, and as it involved considerable walking the men were
sometimes psrmitted to wear shoes., American officers werse
often assigned to this detail., Orass was pulled and pled
up to decay and become fertilizer,

Work on the farm usually commenced at 7:00 a,m., con=-
tinued until 12:00, then from 1:00 p.m. until 5:00 pem. Two
fifteen minute rest perlos were glven, one before nocn and
one after noon.

An sattempt was made to grow sweet potatoes, corn, radish,
mustard, okra, pepper, onions, cabbage, casaba, papayas, squash,
mongo beans, tomatoss, eggplant, peanuts, watermelon, and rice
on the farm, The hot climate with a rainy season =nd dry season
was sulted for rics,

Swoet potato vines grew rank but produced very small potatoes,
The vines were fuod to the priscners--very few potatoes., The vines
would be pulled loose from the ground except the maln root and
turned upside dowm in the sun in an attempt to make them vield
potatoes., Sweet potato vines huve a bitter, polsstous taste.

Corn ylelded small ears if planted at the right time,
Radish and mustard produced very little because of insscl
pests that ate the plants. An insectlicide made by bolling
tobacco stems in an oil drum was not effective nor was one
made of soap boiled in water, Okra, pepper, eZgplants, and
tomatoes ylelded good crops, but very little was planted.
Peanuts, watermelons, mong beans, cabbage, and onions pro=-
duced poor crops due partly to the soll, partly to the climats.
Casaba and rice produced good crops.

A day on the farm was a day of dread and terror. Japanese
would notify the American camp staff at 8:00 pem. daily of the
number of prisonsers desired for the next day's work. The number
varied daily. Prisoners would assemble near the farm gate at
8:30 a.m., would be organized into groups under an American
group leader, would be counted and recounted (one instance
a gro'p was counted slzhteen times before golng to work),
then the guards would assemble, zet their orders from their
offlcers, and the gate would be opened. Prisonars would march
out and form columns to be counted by the Japanese,

Guards would take over the groups. Some orisoners prayed
sllently to be spared from falling into the zroup under the
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most vicious and hated guards, such as the Japanese sargeant
named Ihaie San (nicknamed "Air Raid"). All guards had nick~
names. 41l survivors from Cabanatuan will remember "Air Raid“&
"Laughing Boy", "Charlie Chaplain", "Hany Many" or "Doneld Duck
"Angel Face", "Mortimer Snerd", "Doll Eyes”, "Bagﬁy Pants®,
"91d Dog Tray", "Pop Huskrat", "Little Muskrat™, "Big Speedo”,
"Little Speedo”, "Hajor Mickey HMousa", "Mable Porky", "Edna
Mae Oliver", and "Dorothy Lamour"., The most unforgettable
American characters on the farm will be "Farmer Jones" and
"Captain Moore",

’

A Japaness guard nicknamed "Muskrat" bad charge of the .
parpenter's detall at Cabanatuan, The carpenters (all Amsrican
priscners) made and repaired tools such as hoass, rakes, shovels,
mauls, litters, trsadmills, bucketa, boxes, threshers, plous,
drags, and harrows by hand, The tools the Amerlcans worked

with were very crude bolos, lmprovlised planes, augers, and
saws,

One of the Japansse guards named "Air Rald" had some rice,
sugar, and bananas nldden in the loft of a shed near the car-
penter shop. When the Japaness offlicers had complsted their
morning inspection of the farm and returned to headquarters,
"Air Raid" would taxe & quantlty of rice to a remote part of

the farm, boil the rice, and have a mid-morning meal of sweet
rice and bananas.

The carpenters had been working on &n englne and had lef
a three gallon bucket of gasoline In the shop. :

%hile the prisoners were in camp during the noon hour the
straw-gcovered roof of the tuilding in which "Air Raid" had the
food hidden started smoking. The Japanese guards rushed to
the scene and in the confusion that followed thelr attempt
to put the fire out one of them seized the bucket of gasoline
and dashed 1t on the fire, thinking the bucket contalned water.
The straw roof was snveloped in flames immsdiately. GCates

were opened to the camp and Americans came out and put the
fire out.

At 7:00 a.n. next day eighteen hundred prisoners were
called out to worik on the farm, GCuards came, lined up,
recelved orders from their officers, loaded rifles and
fixed bayonets. CJates wers opened and prlsonars marched
out to be counted by the guards and marched away %o various
detalls on the farm, The elght carpenters were the luast o
be called that mornlng and inastead of golng to the carpentsr

shop they were marched into a teelelum patch and lined up
for exscutlon.

A Japanese orderly ran to headquarters and returned
with the Japaness officer's sword., The Japunese offlcer,
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nicknamed "Bazgy Pants" drew the two-handed sword from the
scabbard, limbered his arms by swinging the sword over the
Briamer's heads The interpreter said to the priscners:
There was a serious fire yesterday and considerable Japanese
property was deatroyed, Which one of you set the bullding
on fire?" None of ths mon spoke.

3 1 "Razgy Pants" stepped forward with the ralsed aword, and
; the interpreter contined: "Don't be brave. #Who set ths bullde
v ing on firs? Thore 1s no nesd for all of you to dle.”

5 A warrant offlcer of the Fourth Marines said: "Thers
o i were no sMmericans in the bullding yesterday." Ths interpreter
1 i asked him if he was surs, ihen the Marine had replled’yes"
(1t to this question, he was asked if hoe had seen any Japanese
b in the bullding. The Harine's reply was "No."
lw : :
62 i A Chiof Boatswains' Mate suggssted that the sun set ths.

building on fire. "Bazgy Panta™ didn't agree. A carpenter
explained to "Bg:zzy Pants”™ that the loft of the bullding had
La several large sacks of tightly packed tobacco steams stored

©q { nsar the roof, explained the danger of spontaneous combustion
oz ! and added that many tobacco barns in Kentucky, Tennassee,
A | Carolina, California, and #ashington burn every year due
TR i to spontaneous cambustion starting fires. dashlington and
iz California are not noted for tobacco culture, but "Brgzy"
certainly had hsard of them even though he hadn't heard of
Kentuck?, Termessee and Carolina. The story convinced simple-
E I minded "Bagzy", and he dismissed the prisoners.
? "Alr Rald" returned at noon and was very angry and
<2 i frightensd. Thinking the carpenters, to escape execution,
23 | had told "Pazgy" about him leaving a lijghted cigzarette in
b33 | the loft, he lined ttem up and tried to force a confesslon
(=54 by slapping the noarest man across the temple with the flatb
o8 side of the boloe The iIntsrpreter came and explained to
T "Alr Reid" that the carpenters blansd the sun for the flre
16 and that "Baggy Pants" was satisfied that the sun had caused
112 the fire and that all was forgotten.
. "Alr Raid® would have recalved a thorough beating with
ac a clud had the carpenters told, and would have, in tum,
& Gf; killed the carpentsars for telling on him.
4 uo ; A Japanese guard tellinz in pldgin English about the
Joi f fire sald the guard who threw the zasoline was "Many-Many
ed Hammer Head",
o Foé]
g o

A very amnoying thinzg happened whlle we were standing
befors "Bagzy's" menacing sword--a guard felt my knees to
S8ce 1f they were knocking--they were.
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. Very fow of the Americans had farmed before and were very
awkward at using farm tools, They had never worked in & hot
climate and were in poor physical condition due to the dlet,

A one of them had any interest in the farm, for rogardless of
. 7"how much the farm produced, the diet was about ths sams,

Same of the guards waere better than others, and various
forms of punlshment was meted out. 4 set of rules was put out
which were "do nots™:

Do not whistle

Do not sing

b Do not talk except in lins of duty

4R Do not cross plots

B Do not smoke except during rest perilods

144 Do not sit

Do not stand idls

Do not 2it on water cans during rest periods
rd Ksep moving and kesp alert

4.«

e 4 Bt X
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Violations of these rules usually brought down the wrath of

the guards on the prlsonsrs, such as slapping, kicking the

prisoners, hittinz them with riflea, belts, or clubs, forcing

them to stand barsheaded in the sun all day with hands held

overread and often with a pick or the teol they werso using

in thelr hands., Thay forced priscners to face aud slep oach

‘other, and often Iinnocent men wero dramm into this to make

5 a palr or a foursomes Prisoners were forced to kneel so

; the short guards could strilie them in the faco casily. Pilok

5 handles would be placed in the bend of their legs and the legs
folded back on the handls, thus cutting off circulation.

r ' wr | | W
Hoid 0 O

4 prisoner was caugt stealing & bar of soap from the tool
house one morningz whille zolnz to work., He was severely Leaten
with a pick handle, foroed to stand &t attention In the sun
holding the bar of soap in his outstretchedmnd until noon.
Each of the thirty Japanese guards walked past the men and
atruck him across the back three times with a rifle knocking
8+ | him down many tlmes. He would be kicked in vital parts until
| i he cot up. #hen the demonstration was over, he wag carried
in camp with a leg bone broken, an arm badly injured, some
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8 ribs cracked, and numerous bad brulses--all for a bar of
4 soap he did not zet alter all.
another man was caught stealing pepper. "Alr Kaid" forced
: ‘ him to eat thrue pods on the spot, pulled & sizn board up
2H which read "Anyone caught pulling the vegetables will be

sgverely punlished”, and blistered the man's traditional
place, He forced the man to stand at attention all morning
holding a pod of pepper in eack hend as a warninz, pfave him
23 & beatinz at nocon, had the sizn changed to read “Anyono
caught stealing the vegetablaes will be shot", "Mable™,
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- the Japanese who counted and kept record of the number of
prisoners on the farm, gave the man forty centavos (twenty
gents) and told him to buy some pepper. The man never liked
" pepper after this,

During dry s -ason a small stream which flowed through
the farm was dammed up in three places and hundreds of five
gallon cans were brouzht in, Some cylinder shaped buckets ware
made and water was carried from the stream to water the plmts.
The hot sun dried the water almost as fast as it could be
poured, A 20,000 gallon water tank was bullt on the farm
end a small pump Installed to pump water to the tank., Irri-
gation ditches were dug in various directions and reservoirs
dug so that water could be gbtalned at various polnts., Canals
were laborously dugz to divert another stream through the farm.

Japanese o{ficers asked Americans to offer sug;estions
and a prize was offered for the best drawing of a devise to
pump water wlthout fuel., Windmills, tread mills, and hydraulic
rems were su:zosteds The prlze was awarded for the drawing
made of a windxelll, but a tread was made, The shalta and even
the chain was made of wood, The chaln links were made Y shape
from a plece of two Inch by six 1lnch by ten Iinch board. A
reservolr twenty fseet deep by about two hundred feeat square
was dugz on the hishest point to store water.

datering detalls were sent out to water the plants at
6:00 pem. until 10:00 pems This practice was dlscontinued
when two prisoners escapad.

Prisonars were forced to work barsfooted on the farm
to lessen thelir chance of sscupe.

o Numerous projects were being carrisd out simultaneously,
Iw and same detalls were more dealrable than others. HHouses were
Lod plcked up and carriad for a kilometer at tlmes by prisoners.

nas One hundred msn cut wood Iin the jungles dally for fuel for

133 the Japancse and Amerlican galleys, Hundres of men were used

bl to build roads. Permansnt detalls were sent to varlous places

e in Luzon, Palawan, Mindanao, Formosa, Manchuko, and Japan,

nt Some detalls such as bullding bridges, roads, airports, docks,

di=z mining, and shipyards were mores undesirabls than the farm.

aoe

A detall of divers was returned to Corregldor to recover
5 about seven milllon silver pesos (three and one half million

b dollars) from the bays Thls money was dumped bafore the fall
poiw of Corregidor., Ths divers recovered about one milllon pesos.
ves The United States had recovered the remalinder of. 1t since.

Bl

;Iog A detall of itime hundred men lsft 0'Domnell and went to

d 3 ﬁ Talabas to bulld a brid:s., 3Seventy of the detall gsurvived
5180
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and were sent to Cabanatuan three months later,

Language difficultles were responaible fof many of the
misunderstandingzs and veatings,.

Starting in Decamber, 1942, officers were paid & small
regular salary a nmonth (about $5,00), ¥en who worked on
the farm wore pald ths following wages: privates, ten
centavos ($.05 a day); corporals and petty officers to
warrant officers, fifteen centavos ($.07% per day); warrant
officers, twenty-five centavos ($.12 per day).
was organized and a few food items were avuilable, but thre
large group could never be supplied.

The interior of the camp at Cabanatuan consisted of
about a hundred buildingzs Most of the buildings were made
of nipa and covered with straw. They were about twenty-four
feet wlde by seventy fset long and had a platform through
the center. Upper and lower bays or shelives floored with
bamboo strips one and one half inches wide and thres-fourths
inch apart were the areas for sleeping, The barracks were

light and cool, but they were 1deal places for bsdbugs, and
they soon inTestad the caup.

Death and disocass were 80 prevalent that the Japanese
guards seldom came in the campe. There was little left for
them to loot anyway. Ouards were eager to trads with the
prisoners and would buy watches, fountaln pens, sxd sulfa
drugs 1f any could be found.

!

The maln road through the camp was called "Broad Way".
Paths between bulldings wore named such as "salden Lane",
"Burro Alley", "Sante Fe Trail", and "Drizzle Drive",

The hsadgquarters wasg called "Times Sqare”. An open area
was called "Polo Grounds”.

A path was made around the camp on the Inside of the
wire fence, American sentries patrolled the lnside of
the camp to prevent zacape., Japanese sentriss patrolled
the outsida of the camp at night and stayed in guard
towers during dayli-ht to guard ths camp.

Prisoners were divided into groups of ten men callsd
shooting squads, If one escaped the remalning nine would
b« shot in retallation, If the entire squad escaped, ten
squads would be shote Slxteen prisonera were shot at
Cabanatuan Camp No., 1 and four at Camp Noe. 3.

Twent y~-8ix hundred and forty-four dlad at Camp Ho. 1
and had been burled in ths cemetery by Hemorlal Day, 1943.
Casualtlies were hi:th st othsar campsa, including 0'Domnaell
at which 1,500 Amnericans diled. '

A commissary
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Two ships loaded with prisonsers wsre torpedosd or bombed
by Americans and casualtlies were high. One ahlp with 1,800
prisoners had four survlvors. A ship with 1,600 prisoners
bad 450 survivors, Thess numbers are from the survivors,

When Japanese offlicers announced that rotallatory measures
would be applied, the saenlor Amerlican officer had all Americans
assexhbled and explalned the sltuation. He Informed all prlaoners
of the distance to the nearest allles (1,800 miles away), stressed
the difflculty and danger that laj; between us and safety, and
pointed out the retaliatory measures of rsduced food and water
and thrsat to shoot ten men in reprisal, Jopansss retaliated
against any Phllipino village cauvght herboring Americans. 4
trlal by General Court Yartlal when the war was over was promised
to all who escapaed,

A Japanese guard company ralded a nelghboring barrio
(village). How many Pilipinoes were killed and why they ralded
the barrio I do not know,; but when the guards returned to camp
in the afterncon, cne of them had a bamboo pole across his
shoulder with a Filipino man's head dangling from it, Americans
rushed to the fence near the road to watch the wisrd procession
pass, and everycne saluted as waus the rule when the guards went
by. Someone commented: "We're not saluting you, you bloody
8.0.B,, we are saluting the Filip ino's head,"

The head was hung from & light pola on the road by the
camp. By afternoon of the followlng day, the hsad had begun
to smell and the flles waere after 1t. The Japanese sentry ocut
1t down, put it in a sack, and gave it to the next Plliplno-
who passod., The Fillipino took it, bowed agaln, replaced hils
hat, and walked away,

Friends tisuall;r ot in the same shooting squad,; = d re~
quested the others rot to eascsare without warninz. They promlsed
not %o stop therm but to o with them,

Kany would have preoferred their chances in the jungle.
3oms men stayed at largze after the surrsnder of fatasn ad
had a wonderful Robinson Crusoce iype exlstance in the v lds,
They even ralsed families and helped overcome the men shortage.

Threse young =nsiyna escaped from Camp lNo. 1 on June 8,
1942, but were captured on Southern Luson In September. They
gave <he numes of three Naval offlcers slain at Corregider and
told the Japanese they had never surrendered but fled and were
trying to reach home. They were brought back to Camp No. 1
and advised to tell the Japunese the truth, They were forced
to get on the stage at the assambly and read a long speech
about the impossibility of escape, the perils of the Jjungle,
and pralse the wonderful opportunities and treatment in camp.
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They were sent to the Japanese military prison camp., Their
treatment was harsh, but that is another storye.

Two colonels and a Havy lleutenant att
shortly after the return of the tire

They were apprshended by the American guards while attempting
to crawl out through an opening f

or & dralnage ditch, Japanese
came in the camp to Invsstigate

the commotion, took the three
officers In custody, beat them ummercifully about the legs
and body, took them to the guard house, bound them in very

uncomfortable positions, and beat them all night, Dur

the following day and night they were beaten and kicked at
évery change of guairds. Filipinoes who passed were required
to strike them. On the worning of the third day a Japanese
burial squad marched past the group with spades, A rifle
squad came, and the prisoners were unbound., Two were still
able to walk, The third, nude except underware trunks, could
not walk, A truck was stopped and all threa were roughly
shoved in and taken to an area near the comer of the camp,

A ghort time afterwards a volley of shots were heard and
the Japanese returned without the prisoners,

empted to escape
e enslgns mentioned above,

Occupants of the bulldings in which the three officers
slept were given thirty days in thelr barracks vith only

rice to sat. Charges: harboring a criminal--Japanese
justice,

Six prisoners were shot one afternocon for go ing under
the fence to buy food from the Filipinoes. Tw were shot
near the hospltal area and four near the main camp area,

Prisoners to be executed were subjected to horrible
-punishment, It is difficult to undertand the orlental mind,
but it 1s belisved that the reason for punishing prisoners
Waz to cause them to regard death as a relief from the punish-
ment., An instance ocowred at the hospital area one night. A
prisoner was supposed to have been trading with a Japansae
guard. He was outside the fence trading with the guard when
& Japanesse officer appeared. The guard blew his whigtle,
selzed hia friend, the prisoner, and bound him to a post,
thus thwarting an escape. The remalnder of the story is

simlilar to others, The prisonsr was beaten almost to death,
marched off, and shot,

A slck priscner hid in a graas fleld, and when the farm
detail was brought in and counted one was missinz, A commotion
followed, and large groups of guards left for the field at sun-
Set. A noise like an indilan war dance could be heard in the
direction of the field and at midnight a Filipino brought
the prisoner in a carabao cart. The body had been badly
mutilated and beaten %o a pulp. All bones had been broken,
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“‘numerous bayonet wounds had been inflected,
Zéhad been shots Group leaders wers s

and the corpse

% ursoned the next morning
8nd were told to Infomm the men of thelr barracks of the
incident as a warning,.

An Insane prisoner crossed the fence one morning at day-
light, left hls woodsn shoas at the

place of crosslng, and went
into a large sweet potato patch and

hid. A thres day man hunt
followed., QGuards searched the field repeatedly without finding
the man. The search was sbandoned on the third day and work
resumed,

A waek later prisoners wers removing decayed grass
from a plls and uncovered the escéped man, He had baan getting
water from a splgot very near a guard shack, axilwhad some raw
re&w swoel potatoss and papayas in the woodpile with him, He
%as In such a weakened condltion that he could not stand.

He was carrled to the Japanese headquarters. The American
Camp Commandér was summored and the burial detail was sant to
the cemstery to dlz a grave. A Japmose dstail took the man
to the cemetery. The story varles at this pointes Ons i3 that

he was dead; another 1s that he died &3 a result of & pistol
bullet fired into his hsad while in the grave, The bumrial
; detall covaered the body the nsxt day.

Low VY
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#While the death rate was hlzh, a man thought to be dead

was placed in a shoed used as & morgue, The bwrilal party
placed the bodles on litters and took them to thse cemetery,
A finger among the plls of corpses was observed to be moving,
The bedy was removed to tha morgue, came out of the coma,

Toim and racoverad. Hs sald the experisnce was too texrifying

32 to relats,

P i ©

Far recrsation in the main camp, smateurs put on shows
q- that were very entertaining under the clrcuustances,
zd
o4

Some
i muslcal Instruments wers obtained and some musical shows
i were put on.

Lecturess by men from every profession were

= i glven. Men with degress from nearly every collsge or univ-
q % arsity could bs found,

¥

Lectures were given on medicine, astronomy, history,
horsemanship, agriculturs, beekeeping, trials and tribulations
of a privats plane owner, insursance rackats, adventures of
soldlers of fortune, cattle ralsing, restaurants and unique
places to sat, rescus of Floyd Collins, death of Colin Kelly
and many mors Interesting sub jects, Subjects pertalning
8o food were the most popular. Ths subjact of sex was
seldom brought up except in some of the shows whare any-

thing could be sald until the chaplaina launched & clean-
up speech campalm,
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Church was held every Sunday,
observed Friday instead of 3unday,

W s e

Sometimes the Japanese
Attendance at church
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25 With the Stars and Stripes”.

G . wWas good, énd,many Jjoined church in camp,

The Japanese showed four or five movies: The Harx Brothers
in "Animal Crackers", "Pinochio", "The Ghost Returns®, "Japanese
Bombing of Pearl Harbor”, and "Asia for Aslatics.

Thirteen hundred prisoners were taken to Bongz & Bong to

‘make the surrender scene for a movie aald to bs called "Down
Of all my days as a prisoner that
day was nearest to a day of outing. A detall was sent to
Corregidor, Bataan, and ¥anila to finish the movie. 3ome of
the Amerlcan tank men caussd a nesr riot in Manila, for the
. Fllipinoes saw them and thought the Americans had returnsd,

The Filiplnoes were badly disappointed. @#hen requusted to

. f11) the 4mserican cantsens, they obliged by £1lling them

with good American whiskey from a secret, prewar stock., All
the boys wanted to become movie actors.

Sate of the dlstingushed men in the camp wore as follows:
Kajor ¥ing (Toby Wing's Father), Arthur A. (one map Amy) #Her-
mouth, Captaln Robinson (Colin Xelly's co-pilot), Governor
Rodgers, Governor of Jole, adviser to the Sultan of Sulu),
and many other prominent men were prasent.

Rumors elrculated through the camp constantly. The collapse
of Germany was a standard ons, A rumor that we were to be 8x-
changsed in South America was persistant, #hen the war was over,
& Japanese was asked 1f it w.as true that the Japanese had triad
to negotlate an exchangs of prisoners, He said that they had
and that Japan offersd exchange of all priscners on the basis
of one American for ten American tralned Japansse tachnicians.
Amerlca was to provide two way transportation and was to zive
the 8an Pedro, Pearl Harbor, and Vancouver fishing fleet to
Japan. He reported that Cordell Hull said: "MNo, we cannot
meet this offer, but we will, however, give Japan a lssaon
in human decency or kill every dammed one of them." The Jap-
anese wanted to know what dammed meant.

News was fairly accurate. All communication was forbidden,
but Filipinoes would smuggle notes in camp. Amerlicans operated
all power plants which supplied lights to the Japanese quarters
and to the perimeter of thse cemp. There wers no lights in
the camp. The Japaness had rados which werse repaired by the
American techniclans, A trick employed by the smericans was
to start a D.C. generator and send D.C. current through the
radio and burn out some of the parts, A spare part was hidden
in the power plmnt and while repairing the burnad out part
the radio would be used and the news obtalned and cireulated,
Jeparating nsws from rumors was difficulbt~-thunderstorms were
fmerican artillesry already moved in. The Japaness controllsed

Hanila nawspaper was smuzslad in camp at tImes, and it wasg a
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" fairly reliable report if reversed casualtiss or numbers were

‘usad,

Ags death and transfer to Japen and other places reduced
the number of priscners, the slze of the camp was reduced,

Ingenlous methods of disposing of the excreta finally

reduced the number of flles, and conssquently, the dysentary
- rate decrouased,

Some Red Cross supplles came into camp at Christmas of
1942, The packazes were part Amerlcan, part Zritlsh, and
part Canadiun. All contalned food and tobacco.

Cne and a halfl packages was issued to each man, The Red
Croes food sevemed to stop the beriberl temporarily. In addition
to food, there was medlcal suppliss, clothing, cizerettes, and

material to mend clothlng and shoes, tollaet articles, and some
athletic equipment,

Japanese guards lssusd the rations daily, and carefully
welghed and recorded all food. #Mmericans worked in the galleys,
and Amerlcuans even supervised them. There were some complaints
about the msn who cooked taking more than thelr share of food.

The galleys of the camp had rice quallies or shallow thin
pote for bolling rice and batterles of resular oil drums set
in mud fornaces for bolling potato vines or any other vegstable,.
The galleys burned wood cut by the Americans in the Jjungls.

Dog meat was never served on the regular mess in the
Fhllippines, but some of the prisoners trapped the wild dozs, and
killed and cooked them in a five gallon tin, They shredded the
meat and elght or ten men would poocl thelr rice and the dog
meat would be mixed with rice and dbaked in a loaf in the firs

¢coals., Rumoval of the head, skin, liver, and intestines of
the doz seemed to remove the siron; dog odor.

An animal resembling a fox, sometimes trapped in the jungle
by the woodw-cutting party, was also eaten. It had a strong odor,.

Small frozs would be saten oftana

The Japanese guards were very fond of snakese Often when
prisoners were laveling ant hills on the farm the guerd would
pay a bounty of four cigurettes for sach snake caught. He
would slap tlie priascner if the snske was killed, OCne guard
called "Snake Zater" would skin the snake allve (the specles
of snake resembled cobra), run a stiff wire down the llve
sneke's throat, completsly throuzh the body, and pass the
snake back and forth through a flame until cookeds The
snake's meat would puff up, be dry and white, and would



aste like a pond peroh.

- As the war progressed raticns were reduced. By the end
“of 1943 rations were again scarce., Saus ZAnerlcan Red Cross
-food, medical suppliss, athletlc equipment, and clothing ware

. again recelved, Also, 25,000 letters that had besen censored

2t in America and in Tokyo, but st11l the Japanese camp authorlties
! isted on censoring the letters again. Two Japanese were

L signed to tha job. It is doubtful if they could read English,
< tut they deluyed distridution considerably. Ten to a hundred
letters came in camp a dey. Anyone getting a lstter with any-
“thing of interest in it was rsquested to post the information
on a bullstin board, Hcat of ths Informetlion was of a persconal
. nature.
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we In March of 1944, five hundred of the most able-bodled
. prisoners ln camp were callad ocut and ordered stripped to the

“"walst. A Japanese inspecting party went through the ranks
and picked out three hundred for a detall to Japan. ¥#We were
gilven dysentary tests affer dysentary teate by the Japanesa.
All enlisted men were glven & Havy blue urniform talzon from
the locker club of Hanila, ZEveryone was given anexira pair
of soxm, soap, equlippad with a cantoeen, meas kit and spoon,
glven & hat, shoas, and pald all ths money owed to him from
the farm. The officers (warrant orricera were not clasaed
a8 officers) wore zlven a rediculcug loocking Japm ese offTicer's
J uniforme. :
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7a warse callad at ten minutes paat mldnight the day ws

left, were gilven sane rice and some rice to take wlth us.
¥a told our friends good-bye baforse turning In the night
bafore, but everycne sasemed to be up to see us off, There

¢ was prolonged walting and finally three trucks were ready

Xt at 4:00 a.m. We wers crowded on the trucks, waved parting,
Aom | and the trucks moved of £ Into the darkneas leaving Cabanatuan
Bi. i behind in the closing gloom. ¥%het tragediss had passed since
isd wo arrived twenty-one months before! W®What lay in store for
us and for our friends we left behind? The mud, rain, bedbugs,
. swelteringz heat, almost unbearabls stench, baaboo slats to sleep
< s on, the farm and 1ts miseries were past memoriss,.

Upon arrival at Cabanatuan we were marched to the awalt-
Ing frelght train and after soms cuffing, gruntinc, and shoving
we waere loaded into box cars that had a two foot layer of fire
wood in them. The traln started about daylight, and unlike
the previcus trip, the guarda permitted us to buy food from
the Fllipinoces., Popped rice candy, a dry r*ce care faintly
- sweet, peanuta, and bananas were avallabls, Tha Philipinoes
.. knew our pliitit and zave the food when possibls., The train
- -Psachud Hmila about 12:30 p.m. %o dlsanbariked; fiTtsen
" were lsft at the atation to load the wood and bazzage on
- frucks., Others marched to Bilibid.

]
1sp

|L__ L]
GO LA

= Fn
Yy L @ e Ma

H'

Lo B O

i
b

f- 13
L




.7,

At Bilibid we were welcomed by many of our shipmates

hom we had not seem since capitulation of Corregldor. Ve
ere glven commlssary privileges and managed to buy some duck
)2ze, peanuts, salt, and bananas in small quantitiss,

Personel packages were glven to the prisoners enroute
Japan. I received a package from home. It had been rifled
d all the valuables taken. One shoe, size six for the right
.foot with some candy in the tos, was in the box. I gave the slve
to & friend who had lost a left foot at Corregldor. Saome razor
lades, handksrthlels, underwear, towels, tooth brush, tooth
powder, chesse and soup cubes was all that remained. The soup
‘oubes and clwese were spolled, I ate them anyway, Packages

. for men now dead were ziven to men who recelved none.

.+ We were kept at Bllibid until 24 March. %Yo were called
_early on the morning of the 24th,marched to the dock, and
put into the hold of a frelghter. The hold was badly over-
- erowded, and very dusty and dirty from having hauled cement
- without being swepts Hot putrid alr arose from the hold.

. There was no ventilation except what alr came throuzh the
hatche.

At noon the freighter saliled, passed Carregldor and
Marivales, stirred many memories, and caused anxisty for

. if condltions were rsduced to the worst, our very last
- chance of escape waa being reduced with every turn of the

| ship's propellere. In Japan the chance of escape would be
. Rero.

Outslide of danlla Bay, submarine alart sounded. All
' prlsoners were ordered below, but the ship mpt through
without mishap., #e were in waters infested with #merican
- submarines and where ships had recently been sunk, &
~ destroyer and plane escort went to Formosa with the three
other ships present. The ship had chromits ore in the hold,
logs, and crates of w1at was thouzht to be plane parts on
the deck. The ship was not marked as carryinz priscners
of war and was thus a legal target for submariness,

Food was very scarce and the small amo.nt of rice was
poorly cooked. A pot on the aftor deck and a half of a
barrel for a fire box was the cooking equiment. Fresh
water was stringently ratimed,s A small amount of raw
fish and a cherry pickled in salt was the usual ncon meal,
Sea weeds wore added to trs rlce s:zrved at night., Nearly
éveryone had a littls extra food brought from Manlla and
ate 1t to help out on thoe reduced rutions.

The ship anchoraed at Tacao, Formosa. 4 forty ship
cenvoy was assembling to go south) a freishter with




usands of troops tied up alongside our ship, Landing
ges, fleld pleces, fire wood, and all types of junk
ttered the deck, The soldiers gseemed to bs iInferior to
usual Japanese soldiers., All Seemed poorly dressed.

More logs were taken aboard,and we salled at sunset
on the third day after arrival, Plane and destroyer esgort

ent along until after dark, then left us. Bad weatherp set
4n and probably saved us from the submarines.

. We arrived and anchored at Shimonosixi. 4 doctor in
& blue uniform with wrapped lezzings came aboard and looked
e prisoners over, felt a few pulses, and leoft the ship,
je salled into the inland sea, All light s # ere turned on.

ips that had been gutted by explosions, a few sunken
cks were visible,

On Zaster Sunday, 9 April 1944, we docked at Osaka,
A few flakes of snow were falling. ZEveryone had a cold.
and was couzhing constantly, Guards arrived to take us

er, but apparently the ship was late and we wore kept
oard that nizht, The ship ot very cold when the bollers
ere securad, lNaw Japansse zuards with new type riflss came
nto the hold for a short tine, gave a few ci:arottes to

Prisoners, couldn't stand the odor, and ot out on
L ]

We wers called at 4:00 8.m., given sume half-cooked
and a small ration of rice to carry with us, and dis-
ked--leaving the Tailoku daru, sleepless nishts on
ded bare stesl decks, and tke crowded hold behind.

- The Americans were marched to the strestcar line, whers
y boarded cars and were taksn to the railroad. The sun
_slhinning, yet thsre was lce on the ground, Stores were
ipty; only a few wsre open. People stared at us, The
sreets had very little traffic. A large sim had a plcturs
& B-17 falling with wings. coming of £, and the writing
Pparen tly urged the Japanese to apply the all-out affort.

. The railroad underpass, at which we were to wait five
ours for the train, was milas from the station, Saveral
arloads of gravel had been dumped in the underpass, and

ere allowed to sit on the gravel,

It was Monday morning, and yet there wers many idle
Ple loitering in the area. A Japanese, who ssemed to
811 of the smerican movie stars, told us that Secrstary
‘ Navy Knox was dead andg volunteered same Information
290Ut the war--tho Japanese people scemed to know very
ittle war news, “han asked about our destination angd

oy neo
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fate, he sald he did not know where we were go ing but that

. we would get better treatment, more food, mall, and see

many of our friends, He thought the war would end soon
but thought 1t mizht continue a hundrsd yearse. .

Pour Japansse zirls were strolling near us.  They wers
plump, rosy-chesked, and clean but shabbily dressed. Two
of them seemed eager to talk, would give us a shy smile,
énd turn eway. No lovers were strolling arm in arm as

Americans do. The guards would not allow them to assoclate
with prisoners, -

The wind was cold, and we wsre in poor physical con-
ditlon, not used to the weather and not dressed for it.
Some of the Americans sprawled in the blocked street in
the sun, more ventured out, and eventually everyone was
in the sun. A4 guard nicknamed "Georing" ordsred us back
In the gloomy shadow. At 4:30 p.m. a passenger traln cams
in. e boardad 1t and would take time about sltting in

the seats. Othsrs sat on thelr bazzage, The traln was
on schedule,

During the ni- ht amall wooden boxas containing barley,
small pleces of squid, pleces of oranges, sea weads, and
plckled radish wers diatributed. Each prisoner recelved
a box and a pair of chop sticks. Some hot water tasting
of tea leaves was given us. When the train approached
a town, we wers required to pull the window shade down.

The guards were lenlent, and it was possible to look out
at times. There was no evidence of bamb ing.

There was no opoortunity to sleep in spite of the
sleepless nights aboard the Taikoku Maru.

At 6100 a.m, the traln arrived at Tokyo Station. A
Japanese doctor met the train and took all of the medicine
which the American doctor asslzned to the detall had brought
from Billibld, This laft us again without msdicine., We
disembarked and were rushed to a strsetcar for a ten minute
ride, boarded anothsr train for a five hour ride north,

No sign of spring was evident except a few buds on
Weeping willow branches and winter crops, such as mugs tard,
Were in bloom. Barren, poverty-ridden villazes, rendered
more barren by war and the draln on man power, were built
8long the rallroad, Startled women and children shared at
the train loaded with white prisoners from foreizn lands,

At 1:00 pm, the traln reached Halstachi., e dlsembarked,
Wwere marched to a park, halted, and zlven a barley ball, The
barley was boiled in water and molded by hand into a round
ball about the size of a temnis ball and wrapped in a thin
shaving of wood, The ends of the shaving could not be bent



80 the barley was exposed to dust, dirty hands, and flies
at the ends, ,

When the meal was finished, we were agaln assembled
for marching, The bagz

gzege and siclk men were put on a truck
and hauled to the mining town of Moto Yama (Mountain Top)
about a one hour hike from the station. At the village

we were halted and allowed to rest before starting to climb
steps to our new home about five hundred feet uphill from

the valley, The ¢lizb was nearly vertical, and men were
exhausted by the elimb,

When we marched in the new canp enclosed in a wooden

132D ; fence ten feet hizh, the Japanass Camp Commander ordersd

sl §  assembly on a level between barracks. The llttle dwarf
©d3 f  striking a Napoleonic pose yelled "Kiotski" (Attention)

s ot !  very loud, then screamsd the same word like an exclted

b 1 woman., He seemsd very angry. Cuards rushed between the
e . ranks with fixed bayonets yelling, but they could find
:fﬁ ] no one who was not at attention; then a speech commenced:

“fou are pris&ners of war. You came over the
Pacific Ocean to k11l Japanese soldliers. You

rpiia have fought aszainst the Japanese Empire--a crime

fiaiq for which you cannot be forgiven. You must work.

x;d a ; You must work hard, If you do not work hard, you

63 1o wlll be severely punished. You will be treated

wod 8 £ fairly but not kindly. :

&Jegg The type of worit was not mentioned. The interpreter was a

kind-faced, soft-spoksan, aged Japanese who would close his
spsechas with: "Take care of your healta so you will be
— able to work wnen you return homs someday," ihen the

-4 speech was over, we were dismlssed and told to o in the

X : barracks and rest,

'ﬁiiﬁ; Friends and shipmatss got together in the barracks
0 mort énd were planninz to live in the same groups 1f possible. ,
;maalﬁ Navy and lMarines were together and Army personnel from the
Jﬂsbl~ sams8 units were tozether,

: 1
- At 3:00 p.m. we were assembled, marched down the hill
;ﬁrm(w and zot ocur ba;;aze, and rsturned.
e
_flizik ; The barracks had a hall with no floer on the north
L“wﬂoia slde facing the vallsy and was divided into four rooms

5 el ¥ith a half inch partition between rcoms. At the end

- ‘O each barracks was a "ben jro" (toilst). A pit was dug
. bersath the opening in the stall and the plt was cementad.
PR— The odor was, of course, very offensivae.

5 Lread

The rooms had straw mats sight feet by three fesst by
four inches thlck on the sleeping spaces. There was no
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. fleor, but a board three-fourths inch by twelve inches.

. flush with the mat ran around the 8quare enclosure within
~ the room, A brick fireplace occupied the center of the
‘room. There was no flue. Two twelve inch shelves two

. feet apart around the room

were used to store all baggags.
Windows were sealed shut with paper pasted over seams,

There were lights in the barracks but no chairs or benches.

We weare 1issued three bowls: a large one, a middle-
slze one, and a tsa bowl.

Thls was the first container
we had been l1ssued since capture. All others had been
gotten any way we could,

At sunset we were glven our first meal at the campe=~
a bowl of soup made of Irish potatms flavored with meat,

Two Japanese women were working in the kitchen. They
worked for two days and left,

Amsricans were put in the
galleys.

3even blanisets were issued to each man. The blankets
were not woolen, as were the U.S, Army blankets. The follow-
ing day all woolen blankes ts were confliscated. British and
Aus tralian overcoats were issusd,

Everyone was called out to clean the interior of the
camp. When this job was completed, physical examinations
were glven to all men. Eyes, ears, lung capacity, color
blindness, and many physical strength tests were tried.
Several Jap anese hypodermic inspectlons were given.

A% 3:00 p.m. all men were assembled and marched to
the town theatre during a downpour of rain. Everyone was
wet on arrival. The meeting in the theatre was to ins truct
us emoerning our job, A4ll of the prominent Japanese were
seated

on the stage and everyone was introduced. They would
bow to the prisoners and grin,

Same of the more prominent
ones would say a few words.

The instructor had a chart:
the layout of the mine and also

with some drawings showing
used in the mine with the

drawings of the various tools
Japanese name for them,

! The hope that men placed in rumors that ws. were to be
i leased to Japanese

farmers and to private familles, the
8torles read in Jap

anese papers In the Philippines about
American prisoners of war sseki

ing to marry Japanase girls
Vere not true in our detail nor any other American detail
that I know of,.

Some men cherished the hope that they would te ziven
& Job as a house ser

vant, rlckshaw boy, farmhand or fishere
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~.of Jg anese work clothing similar
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n with & woman for boss. Prisoners were not permitted to
aternlize with elvilians, Many of the Japanesa in this

ea had never seen white men and were amazed at the size .
f the Amerlcans,

Blond, red, and dark curly hair and
ue eyes attracted much attention., Practically all Jap-
anese except bables ars brown-eyed wi

th dark stralght hair,
There was no romance on our part even though man shortage
was evident,

‘ In the lecture in the theatre we were instructed to
work hard, be careful--not to stool in the mine,

"If you
must stool ask your Japanese boss and he will show you
‘where to zo."

Each man was 1ssued a carbide light, hoe with a pointed
blade, a pan with three sides and a bottom with handles on
the sides for lifting 1t whem full of ore, a miner's cap,

- pair of tennis shoes,

pair of wrap leggings, pair of Jap=-
enese sox, can of carbide, and a box of matches, Two suits

to a uniform but of vary
poor quality cloth were also issued.

The sult of ¥avy bluses 1ssued to us in the Philippines
and our American shoes were confiscated and stored in the
warehousse,

On returning to camp, we werse assigned to different
barracks and different rooms. Warrant off lcers were in
charge of the rooms of usually sixteen to aishteen men each,
There w

a8 no compensation for the reponsibility. The room
leader had to set an example as a leader and a hard worker,

The food was not as plantiful in Japan as in the Philippines.
Barley and a grain called "Coreon" wee lssued instead of rice.
Some vegetables such as cabb

age, potatoss, and beans werse
served at times but in such limited quantities that

prisoners
were always hunary.

The staple dlet seemed to be barlsy and radish.
grew To be two to three f

Hadish
in diameter.,

est long and thrse or four inchea
Hight soll was used as fertilizer,

A substance

s resembling psanut butter in appearance
called "Mizo"

was issued daily, It was made of bean meal
&nd salt., This was our only source of salt, Zach man would
receive about one spoonful daily,

On the morning ef the third day, we wers assembled;
lunch and mining equipment had been issued to sach man.
unch consisted of a pration of burley, a spoonful of iizo,
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of radish or a plece of ginger root,
Japane se guards from the mine arrived and took charﬁe of
various details-~I was in the "Jock 0 Soo Soo Caboo group
worked on the nine hundpred foo

t level)-~-and marched the
 Amerlcans down the

steep path to the valley below, into
& tumel, and one-half mile under the hill,

teps led down seven hundred feet to

i here work on the copper viens was in
QW ~~ operation,
| o
e ¥ The first detail to which I was asslgned included a
f  ride in a cable car down 8 nine hundred foot shaft and a
§  walk through narrow, low damp dripping tumels op corridors
s b ald {  to the area assimed,
eid i
12agq ¥ The work was very tiring and dangerous, Thers was no
820 : ventilation and no liits, 4 carbide lamp was used, Watep
2T, 20 : drimped constantly, '
00 ¥
= Some of the detalls cons 1sted of loadlng small cars
about one cubie yard In dsmenslons with rocks from a chuts
bes .1 and pushling the car %o anothep chute and dumping the waste
RECT rocks down into a corridor being filled,
, At noon woric would be halted and lunch eaten. The
Y. | barley would usually be sour and would cause stomach dis~
5~ asi0 order, WJork would be resumed when lunch was over and
exedT carblde lights had been refilled,
~ebasl
-© #dork would continue through the afterncon and usually
- end at 6:00 p.nm, Long hours would bve spent at the shaft.
‘%aiqﬁg - It seems that Japanese and Koreans had priority and. the
¢ amee prisoners would be sent out as space on the elevator was
pevaen avallable.
53 PIoOvw ’
s #hen Americans arrived on the ground level, they would
- march to a corridor and walt until all had arrived beforse
b3 weeca marching one half mile out of the copper mine and then up
g 1h al the hill to the camp,
& The practice of carrying a load of wood up the hill to
toliso burn in the gallsy was also started. Decayed mine timbers
b(pa bos &nd cross tles were brought out of the mine and uged as
aTi®oe% fuel.
<O A bathtub had been Ins talled in camp.--a wooden box,
E dogausl Vater-tight, fourtsen feet square and thruee feet deep,
5 Aol All three hundrod men bathed in the same water, Ths
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on bas -" was warmed by a small coal stove bullt in the side of
‘&fﬁqﬂ, » tub In a water-tisnt Jacket,
s uCiiBV :
o 308 ) An American major angd hospital cogsman who hag come to
50 Mok Japan on a detall three weeks before our detall arrived in
b camps Thay had besn at S8hinagawa and talked with prisoners
e from varlous camps, They had also talked with some prisoners
P ; who bhad besn captured recently; submarine erews and crews
-;‘;a B . from Flying Fortresses shot down were among them,
o3 ,
;;ng::qo The weather was cold, Sanltary arranzements wers very
: poor. Work was hard and the houps wers long. Focd was poor
4T - - 88 well as scarce., These ccndltions started breaking down
"3 ebl1t ¥ the health of the dmericans, Beriberi appeared; dysentary
«fﬁj Al aw and hookworms were Comuon. Pneumonia, colds, and sinusg trouble
s ord-od &  were prevalent, ,
ot - The Japanese zuards wera not as prone to hit prisoners
o [ 306V ' 88 in the Philippines, but there were incidents of severe
";sqqhb i beatings,
ey The weather was cold until late in Hay, when the cherry
’;‘;u;r::cdﬂ trees atarted blooming and the dreary barren hills were more
) ioirq bos cheerful to look at, 1f one had been above ground to see them
;“Cb gioct in daylight. ‘
4A -Cable cars Suspended on wire cables spanned the mountain
_‘fw volasd valleys like spider webs, - The tailings or waste material
o eeb o from the mines were sent to dlstant points from the mine to
¥ ebld T80 be dumped. Ths finely crushed rocks contalned a chemical
- that would k111 pPlants we were told, The water from the
e W streams was used for irrigetion further down stream. The
’“3 32 boe | great pyramid-shapeddles of tallings added more zloom to
+'amsaa 1 the pilcture. The Squeaking cars in nesd of lubrication and
" ey emo8NG - ducking and cable fair-leads cont inually ruming ever reminded
Lefdsllavs us of the dreaded mine and the hard labor in confined Guarters,
e e were ziven a day off out of the mines every two waeks.
. ot OB On the day off, ths tollets were cleaned out and wood would
2 ?;_;“"9‘1155-' be brought from the mines. Decaysd thbers as well &g coal
“; EI;E o3 ¥&e burned in the zalleys.
— #hen the weather zot warm, flies and magzots were pests,
_“&: wb merud Fleas were very numerous and made sleepinz very difficult,
A as :
> ”ﬂo_;i;ug Zach man was issued & blank book and told to keep a
y Tecord of his work and oxperiences In the mine., He was
avad A Promised by the Japanese tha t If he died the diary would
;":t;,a_.m;mg Sent home when the war was o ver,
Sl ot Men were rauctant to write what they actually thought
' Or did, for soms belleved that the Japanese intended to
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pllect the diarles, translate them,
attitude toward Japan was., BHad

o the end, prisoners would havse
Forces arrived if the

end find what the Amerilcan
the Japanese decided to fight
been killed before the Allied
dlaries had contained theip true attitude,

Some of the Americans wrote recipes in the diaries; others

'{wrote names and addresses, The war ended as we wished 1t would,
so the dlarlies were not collected.

\

g On "Yasume" rest days, in additlon to ¢lsaning camp, getting
wood, and clearing the drainage ditches, we were requlred to clean .
and repalr equipment. Cigarettes (tares a day for men who had

worked) were issued on "Yasume" day, as was toilet paper. Toilet

paper was lssued by sheets elght inches by ten inches. Sheets

were counted carefully, Each man usually carried his supply

Some rolled tobacco in it for cizarettes when
“tobacco was avallable,

The strenuous labor and poor food soon weakened the stronge |

83t men, and so many men were in a state of collapse daily that
a night and day shift was started.

¥y legs swelled from beriberi, an
sentary weakened rie to such an extent
detall called "Centa Hara". It was supposed to be lizht duty
for sick men. The duty was abovs ground and consisted of load-
ing waste mud after the rocks had been crushsd and the ore

removad. The work was too much for sieck men, tut I managed
to last until August.

d a severe attack of dy-
that I was put on a

On July 2, 1944, we were lined up for "tinko" muster at
8100 a.m. when a blast sounded at thes mine, The concusion
Was 80 4Zreat that some of the walls of our camp were forced
out of line a foote. 7The dynamite shed had exploded and

S8everal houses were flattened. There was no work for us
that day!

On Auzust 22, we were told to bring all tools from the
mine, The next day wa were given our American shoes, Navy
blues, and paid all the money owad to us from the mine.
Privates were paid ten sen., Jorporals to sargeant and petty
officers to chief petty officers were pald fifteen sen.
Warrant of ficers wore paild twanty-five sen a day for work.
Sick men and men who worked in camp were not paid. Money
Was useless., There was nothing to buy.

#e were ordered to pack our clothing and prspare to
leave the next day. The americans were divided Into three
groups, Ons hundred and fifty went to Ashlo, elzhty went

$0 a dam site west of Tokyo, and the remainder stayed at
Moto Yama,



3 &

: Chinese, Dutch, Javanase, and Americans from other
~areas were sent to replace us.

It 1s believed that the mixing of nationalitles was

to prevent orzanized resistance should the Allles attack
Japan,

Ashlo, my new camp, was located in a valleys. A local
proverb, "A froz in the well ssss no seas,"” described the
area. Steep mountain walls on all sldes keep the sunlizht
out of camp at all times except at noon, The camp was located
across a small stream from the mine and main town,

The work at Ashlo waa similar to that at Moto Yama. The
change of environment was pleasing, however,

de met Americans at Ashio for the firat time who had
had communication with America since the war commenced,
Some of them gave eyewitness accounts of Psarl Harbor,
Some had flown missions or er Surope. Others had bsen shot
down over the Sclomons. Some had bsen taken from the water
when thelr submerines sank. Tha Americans captursd more
recently were not as hardened as the ones taken in the

w8 Philippinss and were willing to talk,

18D

10} The most interssting subject was Amsrica--that fabulous

ches land beyond the facific,

9%

( o3 Manz questions wers asked, such as: "What are new cars
lixet" ihat are new movies 1like?" "W¥hat are new ships like?"
"#hat are new arng, armament, planes, or tactics like?" "What

2018 15 the news about the war as well as things in Amerlca?” Myhen

- BSW do the people in imerica think the war will be over?" was a

Juo questlon always asked by the prisonsrs from ti.e ’hilippines.

27648 :

Jadd There wers thirteen officers at Ashlo. Thrse days after

| our arrival they were transferred to anothar campe 4 Dutehn

| Ha Jor captured 1in Java was in charge of the caip; his assiste-

salm ant was an Australian FPlisht Officer. About one-fourth of

ey Lo the camp was Javanesa, and Javanese Duteh, some ZBritish mer-

v izd chantmen, and some americans capiured at Cuam, 4bout ona-

1120 fifth of the Americans vere from the Hew Mexico Hational 3Zuard

2118 W &nd were of Mexican or Spanish descont. One Chinose merchant

‘;s;a 88aman who spoke very little Znglish was tdere, tut he was

g ead & 8killed at translatinz the Japanese rewspaper., cChing Les,
the Chlnese searan, worksed in the Japanesa quarters, would
take the Japanease newspéapers often before the Jajaunese officers

gveal 8aw them, and get a summary of the contents before returning

quoTs the papsr, The camp kept Informed on the news in this

2 o3 memner, Asho had a¥out three hundred prisoners,
" ool

English, Spanish, Dutch, Javanese, Chiness, and Japanese
Was spoken 1n camp,




36

In addition to the e¢opper mine,

Copper and brass w
Copper and brass m

there was a ¢opper
are brought to the

etal had been collacted
id sent to Japan from all of the empire that ths Army had

ub Jugated. Trinkets, works of art, household utensils,
bells, wateh and clock works, belt buckles,
collar devices, ed and cast into pigs.

The priscners who worked in. the foun
steal bowlg, bells, and small Jewasl

When the camp was searched,

the bowls were conflscated,
‘Japanese officers finally allowed

sections to keep soms of
1 the large cast brass bowls to brin

Z food to the barracks in,

o ! % The weather started turning cold in late September,
1 grass that zrew on the

The
top of the almost vertical mountain

fcross the stream from

_ the camp started furning brown as the

s frost line crept downhill, A dismal ehlll seemed to follow

S . the camp, '

"“3 The food at Ashie was bad as well as scarce, Barley

: f - and radish S0up was served. A small amount of zreens and

e hot water for breakfat was the usual fare,

£2:49 Salt was scarce in Japan., Men who had anything to trade
would exchange 1t with the Koreans 1in the mine for salt.

- They seemed to have considerabl

@ difficulty in getting salt
elso, All bartering was forbidden, naturally, but it was
oarried out secretly anyway. The Japanese were aware of
.25 § the fact that salt would cause

the mento drink more water,
i and water would cause edema or swelling of the limbs if
2.+ | drank 1n large quantities while on the low proteln diet,
3 Af g In November the Japanese army started sending some very
2277 ¥ poor sickly horses to the butcher shop at Ashio, On butchering
I days (about twice monthly), the cart detail would pull the two
we t Whealed cart to the butcher shop and get a burlap bag full of
ol B 8e bones and sometimes a keg of horse bloed. The bones
o e ¥ould be free of meat and would be brought into camp and
w 308 bolled in a barrel, and the broth would he 1ssued to the men
993 Sections. The bones would be divided and sent to diffarent
:jii" 88ctions and would be distributed by this method,
ki ?'"'3 The Japanese butcher was very good to the prisocners.
pama S He often had a battered, dented, rusty, wash basin with a
f‘-*lﬁ Bmall quantity of gravy made from horse blood on an open
o ?.*“3 4ire and would zlve the cart-pulling men a portion, dmericans
g WA ¥ould reciprocate by giving him a clzarette or a puff off of
;_:i ";iﬁ ONe they wers smoking, 1f they had any.

0 Clgzarettes were veary scarce in Japan, Men would beg
,'thﬁ dirty, sickly-looking Koreans for a puff

L off of their




smnall pipes. They would smoke aftepr anyone. There was no
such thing as a discarded cizarette butt.

i
0  _All men at meal time would place their contalners on
oo ‘the line of tables that stood in the center of the barracks,
22 - The man ratloning out the food would fill a small bowl with
Zo barley from the wooden pall and dump one full bowlful in each
AT man's food cmtainer, When each man had received a bowlful,
g if there was any barley left, a spoonful would be added to
| each man's container until the remainder was 8xpended, If
the bucket did not have a bowl of barley for each man and
s the last container was empty when all barley was given out,
N et the man would take a spoonful from each man's container until
g the bowl was full minus one spoonful., Bones and objects that
could not be measursd would be divided into even units or as
S near equal as possible., A man would turn his back to the
S table and the man rationing the food would hold the bone over
’1"1 & contalner and say: "This one?" The man awarding the morsels
e would say: "Yes" or "No". If he sald "yes", the morsel would
2 be placed in that contalner. If he said "no", the morsel
would be held over anothsr plate and so on until all were
t R glven out. Hot water, Soup, and any liquid would be measured
froocl and ratlioned out by a dipper made from a tin can, A handle
e made of wood or bamboo would be secured to the ecan by a nail
or a plece of wire,
':gi; #hen the work detall would arrive at the work project,
::ls the Japanese would line them up facing Tokyo. At 8:00 a.m.,
::;go Japanese would remove their hats, say a prayer of thanks,
;‘adﬂ and pledgs their loyalty to the emperor and bow to the
. bod emperor and the sun.,
A osd The work at Ashio was of the same type as at loto Yama,
I was assignsd to a section where the tailings came out of
EHA & chute, Cabls cars coming downhill on a cable would complete
‘035 & ocircle around the round house, detach from the main cable,
Taid, @d roll on an ovarhead track. Prisoners would seize the
fff‘md ¢ar, push 1t to the chute, allow it to fill, and push it
?EHQ’ &round the house to the main line, and catch another car.
“i,,cu The work was vsry strenuous and continuous. Three men
b ¥ould be assigned to each of the statlons No. 1 and No. 2.
. te , The shifts were elsht hours and the cars came in at one
clioes minute intervals, Tired men with awollen hands and feet
" labored hopslessly for long hours,
j?eqig Dysentary, beriberi, respiratory ailments, and hookworms
i 86emed to prey on all the “mericens. The food lacked the
o if;; Rourishment and body-building properties. Large bolls would
§»£~:no 8Ppear on the men and becoms infected. Bodies became so

thin that the bones were almost exposed.

As autumn passed, the days grew shorter, the nights
1°ngor and colder, The work was divided into thrse shifts
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f elght hours each. One shift went to work at 7130 a.m,
id worked until 4:00 p.m. ZEvening shifts went to work

4300 pem. and stayed until midnight. The morning shfts
re from midnizght until 8:00 a.m.

Sleeping conditions were bad,

barracks and the ground was damp., The platforms for sleeping
were long and unbroken., A draft swept through the barracks
which were one hundred seventy feet long by twenty-eizht feet
wide. More men became 1ll; many were becoming paralyzed in
‘their lsgs. Three dled and one was killed in the mines.

The funerals were gruesome at Ashio, The body would ba
placed in the brig. A Japanese carpenter would mdte a coffin
from one half Inch pine boards and the body would be put in
the coffin. At 4:00 p.m,., men returning from work would place
. the coffin on a cart, Four men would pull the cart to the
. crematory. Wood would be placed In the furnace ani the coffin
shoved in the fire. Two men would return the next day with a
@ clay urn, and under the direction of a Shinto prlest, they would
i gather some ashes from the furnace. Often the bodies weren't
. consumed entiraly and the remalningz bones would be thrown into
fytha yard. The Shinto prlest slappred two men sevaral timas
- while they were sathering ashss of one of thelr frlends with
. chop sticks, @hen a sufficient amount had been sathered, the

- men would carry the urn to the shrine and deposit 1t to await
~the end of the war,

There was no heat in the

L odd
sl The grain we were fed was hard to digest. The Americens
q bua #  requested that brsad be made. The Japanese sent some of the
qeqm® 4 coreon to a mill and had it ground. The meal resembled whole
§ vwheat flour, was mixed with water to a sticky douzh, and was
F § shaped in mounds about the size of a baseball, The bottom
zaw 1 & . of the mound-shaped loaf would have a square openlng to admit
judo A - 8team, The loaves would be placed in a square box that had
rttloc B & lattice bottom, Five or six of the aquare boxes, one loaf
at BB deep, would be stacked over a barrel of bolllng water. The
=~ 180 ~8%eam would pass through the lattice and steam the bread, A
sgotad | flat board top would confine the heat. The top layer would
Bw 2T § be placed at the bottom in succession until. all had been next
- niuyow § %o the barrel, Aftsr about an hour of steaminz, tae pun was
Aa odT ‘done,
edunlm i
s 1odal _ It was chocolats color, the texture of liver, and was
80 heavy and so37y, 1t would sink Instantly. It resembled
-a , ‘& dumpling more than btread, There was no sal: nor rising
‘homesd 8gent added and ths bread was tasteless and hard to disest,
Adstwwon § ° & rectangular solld shaped loaf was substituted for the
~80qUs | ﬁ?ﬂund-ahaped one; roth were the sane size. A4 loaf was con-
d4 ntdd ‘8ldered a ration and supper usually consisted of a loaf of pun
read) and sume zreens, Grasshopper powder (dried zrasshoppers)
-3_5}3?!01 ﬁ
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" testines were sent to the

also serveds The powder resambled fertillzer and smelled

nd tasted like a wet dog smells, It seemed to contaln

v teins, however. Drisd figh heads, fins, and other waste
oroducts of the figh camnariss were served at times, A

&ll amount of fish usually in a bad state of preservation

g also served,

At one time about forty boxes of shark heads and in-
camp, The sharps stomachs were
 full of parrot fish in various states of digestion, and the
- bones and contents of the parrot

fish's stomachs wers in
turn in various states, Wwhen the Intestines ware boiled
the mass was very much like aud and had a very strong odor
of amenia; it smelled like a hor

88 stable. Ho stomach could
retain it, and on the way back up the odor and taste was
disgusting indesd. :

The shark's heads ware edible and w

Some of them were boil

ere carefully rationsd.
ed thres or four t
inge.

imes to prevent spoil=-

In November, about three tons of sweet potato vines were
sent in camp., Prost was ki:iling all non=-frost-proaf plants,
and the gsenerous supply was given to us., All sick men and
men on nlght duty wsre put to work sorting the vines and
cutting them Into pleces thris or four lnches lonz and
sacking them. Leaves wero stripped off, rolled in toilet
pPaper, and smoksd somatines, Svery root that could be found
was eaten raw. Ths roots of potato vines as well as vines

are sweet 1f chewed without cookln; theme The vines would
be boiled In watsr and served;

they were hard s straw when
dry. Most of tha vines wers storod while wet and were coversd
with mildew,

Berlberli, scurvey, dysantary, and other allments due
to malnutrition were disabling 80 many men that only seventy
could be used on tha heavy labor at one time, iisn tpisd
to get lizht duty. No one could be blamed for feliming
1llness--after all, we were telnz forced to labor on a
ration that no «merican in smerica would eat and to labor

for a cause contrary to the cne we fouzht for,

Dysentary and bteriberi finally

weskoersl me to the stage
that I could not stand

the heavy labor. I was sventually assizn-
ed to light labor, such as c¢leaning the barraciks and Zrounds,

Cutting woocd, working on tke road, mendinyg shoes, and pulling
the heavy two wheel cart with thres to ten other men. The
cart detail would haul hgber, grain, coal, food, or any thing
to be trucked. 4 motor truck could not come to the camp;
harrow rodds and stsep cobblestone hills Prevented 1%,
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;hn cart detall was a heavy, hard job, All men had

o rt effort when climbing the hill with a load on
" rt. A straw rope would be attached to ths cart
1% each man in the detall, The guard would sometimes
o s
o The advantagea of the cart detall were the opportunities
e teal food, especially zraln, To stsal from the Japanese
n gaa considered honorabls and ths proper thing to do at any-
oy sime the opportunity presented itself, To steal from the
uZ ricans was frowned upon by all, end yet a few would steal.
od ricans dealt with the stealing among themselves by having
Iﬁi the big:sest man in camp take a service belt, and while the
b e pequired num er of men held the culprit in posltlion, give him
10 beating that made up for all of the cnes he needed and did
3?; not receive at home and in school.
S o Anyone caught stealing from the Japansse was beasn un-
mercifully and forced to stand all day and until late at
=1fi ~ night at attention,
7 The work at camp was almost at a stand still, Several
. oartloads of Chinecse cabbage werse sent in camp, and everyone
o  was stealing and eating them raw. A Javanese was caught
bas ~eating a cabbage and was forced to hold it in outstretched
rod ‘hands in front of the suard house all day. #hen his arms
J3u9 ould waver, a suard would slap him several times and knock
o8B hls arms back into position., ®hen a detall of priscners would
1e¢ 84 pass between the suard house and the man with the cabbaje in
c aswW his hands, he would blte, chew, and awellow three or four
2 918 mouthfuls of the cabbage--hunzer knows no law--by sunset the
od od abbage was reduced to the size of an ‘oranze--but what a way
Cah © eat!l The zuards chanzed and failad to notice the reduced
A3 ‘8lze of the cabbaze. S3everal foolish attempis were made by
e ~ the Japanese to save the catbaze. Soms were hungz on nets
t - Yo dry; some wora cut s=na put in barrels without salt to maxe
Eﬂ?;gi kraut; some were turied upslie down in the zround,
5 4 \
Jeg Oi , dhen food was issued to the Americans, no more stealing
aenlil § Yas permitted. Had we recaeived all of the food that the
aclI®T 8 Jepanese irmy or t-e mining company sent into camp, wa would
5 191 § have fared better.
T

G ¥hen apples, persimmons, or Japanese oranzes were sent
I 3843 in camp, the guards would delay the issuing of them until a
[ o3 P28 "™Yagume" day. The suards would swipe them, and when they

. ) Were isswd, sometizes a small apple would have to be

sod 953_ divided among three men. Frult very seldom was avallable

3 ‘8nd was held until rotten by the guards in many instances,
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By the end of November,

1944, 80 many men were unfit fopr
k that an investization was made and all who were disabled
e sent to Shinagawa at Tokyo, ‘

A1l men deeclared unfit took their gear to the yard and
iaid it out for Inspection. The guards confliscated nearly
everything the men had. Some men had on two pairs of trousers,
but they were compelled to remove and surrender one pair,

_ ¥Woe wers called at 3:00 a,m, the next daye After breakfast
8 ones wno could not walk w

ere hauled in the cart to the high- -
way and two charcoal-burnin; busses wers waltinge The trip

to Tokyo was pleasant, 1f overcrowded, The change of scenery,
_the barren mining camp to the beautiful level land with wintep
i orops growing, was pleasant,

E ~ None of the windows in Tokyo had any merchandise in sight,
. Paople walked about with no apparsnt destination,

¥

b

& We arrived at Shinagawa at sunset, were chacked by the
¢ Japanese guards at the gate, all of our possessions were searched,
.and names and numbers of prisoners were

talkken, Prisoners wers
designated by numbers in Japan. Every camp would assign a
;ditterent number,

. Shilnagawa was the main hospital
and the adjoining areas,

for prisonsars of Tokyo
low, unfloored structures,

All buildings were plain, unpainted,
The buildings were close together;

6 entire area covered about two acrss and was surrounded

by a pine board fence

_ ten feet high with barbed wire at the
top. One buildinz was

used for the Zuards, one was used for
£ the galley and s toreroom,

and the othar buildin:s were barracks
with the same sleepinz arrangements as rezular work camps,

'w« The bathing facilitiss were the worst I encountered in
Japan, The bathtub was & wooden box four by seven feet, three
feet deep, and had a tin bottom in it, Three hundred prisoners
would bath in the same water, A fire would be bullt under the
i tub with what serap wood, coal, paper, or anythinz that could

§ be used ag fuel,

g The men would wet their bodiea, 80ap would be applied,
Tinse off, then set in the tub and scour, A3 more and morse
men bathed,

the water became more contaminated. Men with
Smelly open sores, men with scables, tuberculosis, dysentary,
80d other diseases bathed in the same water. Anothsr trough
°€_.-_:Iatar the

same size as the first stood in the bathhouse.
igla ususally frozen over duringz December, January, and




Some men woulg break the ice and pour the gold

their bodies o ringss off theg foul Smelling,

* of the tub, The ice watepr would have g

iect on the 9kin, and the eolg ¢ould not be
ily. Usually a waprny 8ensation woulg follow,

9+ Shinagawa, calleq "Hell Ho
The only labo

oY e
e ol

quarters, pre-
them dally, angd maint

el "paths 1In the camp,

130 Ld !

aining the muddy

¥ isﬂalaeb

E~293 had baep ralding
ante1Ylb

Tokyo, e would sze them soon,
he assursd us,

td2 ‘
243 Dbasj e
Yoy (WOl

Hen from other canm

P8 gave accounts o
d soms knew our shi

{ their @xXperisnces
Puates and frilunds Lrom thalPhilippinos.
The weather at Tol

py $i £70 was not ag cold as 1t
iine °%§ - in the mountains, 4 alow drizzling
nlg & Y9

: qod ~ Leaden clouds hung low and sddeg thelr 3loom to

v . o

Llaz eady & Tenxyo (muster) wag held at 7;00 Pele, and as was the

edd 3¢ ®ustom in Other camps, 1t wag very strict, 413 Prisonarsg
B Must knee] down and bow to the zuards ag they approach,

i Rulet must pe malntained and very Tlgld diseipline caprisg

£ 0ut, The American Honchg (sargeant) woulg call out in

& Japangse the commands to the men in hig room, report in

vYapanase to the

Japanesa,'and'requirebtha pris
_lount orr ip Japane

onars to

88==glving a ry11 Teport. hen the
Eyeramony was over, all Prisoners went to bed and wore
~8&oon aslesp, :

5,

B About 10:00 PeRe &ip otz slrens moanasy in Tokya,

Al the surrouncin: stationg sounded air rafqg, ~vary light
¥ag pyug out, all prisoners weps called, marcheq out of the

@bﬂildings,and Put 1n trenches about throe feet wide ang five

.;ﬁ?pt deep. They wers ordered to pull a blanyes over theip

¥ .adﬂ 2 " ’

Faint hunp of motors could %8 heard fapr ts dre gouth,
P°°Ping from bengat; Qie blanket I could see search lizht




el1d

Bl (JAWK3ZD
8 Jon aaw
e '16: 1‘1:.3.51

) zasbusy

{bool

dd wmlasq:
ol sdlaqg
1 ""%JE

- »
I ow meds
& barl bna
olvemi A8
v S g3

S
iwen SLu

LRLE!

siypes ed

o

-
T
M
ca Lns

2 T

3 ol &
G EI.':-J n"E
\io mebasd

(xineT
al modauo
[oary Jeum

§ g1 JSIJ;‘ - ' 1
erdl LIU0

G easasgsal
3 szeasgeb
10 Juzwod
¥ YLOMeTnd

oceles aooa

5 wodi

va add LIA .}

LO Jug eaw

axtbilud
«Goeb :80?;

«

-dBw

b;tteries Probing the overcast sky,

Red frires sloweq
293 had come Over and bombed
® returning to theip base. Thig was the
¢k at Japan I had witnessed 8

ince the fga131
all clear sounded,.wayreturnad to the

® a daylight raid,.  We wers

o as belore, but most men managed to
i g8t a look at the wonderful air ships, T

horizon from

without effsect,

ne exploding antlalrerart shellg
tlon ang range,

which they Camas Antlaircrart suna firsgd
White puffs or 3moka from t
4 merked their posl

L 9rs whinned an
d altitude at wh
8r'y crosses goul
tralls as the B-

d zoomed sg they trieq
ich the Be29s ri
d be seem at the

ward end of the vapor 208 flew through

for-
the sty over Tokyo,.

Alr ratds

became daily Occurances, Hight raids Lecame
more frequent, '

Three hundred or Zour hundrsd planeg
¢old night in January, lhousands of tons
were dropped on the tarzet,

a&nd ashes rose into the air. The pr
Prisonsrs to 80 to the i

Were required to £0 to
Smoking was forbldden,

raidaed I'okyo one
of incindary bombs

Shinagawa h

aanf by the

ad largae Quantlties of im
v

erlcan medicineg
fad “ross, but the Japansess nmaincained cus tody
of it, and the amarlcan doctors ware requirsd go appeal to
the Japanese fop medic?

; <08 for the men 83 needed, A certain
- @mount of Japangsa medicine wag en. Men

required to be giv

- With advanceq stage Lion were given an injection
- Of what looked 1lwe { In the thizn daily. G3everal
‘uh Would be siotr witn the aame nesdle without sterilizing

o *» 4 spoonful or é¢rled blood wag given daily,
L ,containing iron

Some tablets
® and scme gulfg druzs wers isausd, Carbagome
®  tablets ygpe given to dysentary Patients,

R A

s Blood wag drawn f{rom a ve
. 1nto the tng

in in the apm
Zh by the Japaness

and 1njected
doector,

M




¢qav

y of 1B

I nsoms
v JSdiw

3 undertaker who would ride a

Dysentary patients would rece

bosame, would report to the
». clothing, and lay on a boar
iined their lower intestine wi
ther was below freezing on the
‘room was unheatad, Tre Japan
lents soundly. A4 blast of ¢

Lt

znﬁajparatus similar to a b

“gaused cramp,

ive ten days treatment
Japanese doctor, remove
d on thelir back while he
th a cystoscope, The
morning I was examined,
886 doctor cuffed scme
old air was injected by
icycle pump. Ths cold aip

I was told by

e diae men who worked on the hospital staff
~ 'that bile had been

taken from the gall bladder of dead
ts and injected into live putients
wWas also told that a dead Amerlcant's
etched out and measured,

tuberculosis patien
in experimentas, I
intestines were str

Dead prisoners were taken from the cémp by a Japanese

blcyele into camp and take the
body out on a trailer behind thes bleycle. The undetaksr

would bring a cubic box thirty-eight inches by thirty-eizht
inches by thirty-eight Inches and a small box twelve inches
by twelve inches by twelve iInches to raturn the ashes in,
Tall bodies had to be broken to get them in the small box,
The ashes of the dead were stored in one end of the barracks,

Food was scarce at Shinagawa, The Japanese seemed to
think that sick men didn't need much food and reduced the
rations in accordance., DIrsad waa served at Shinagao =--

& small loaf about the size of two buns, It was made of

barley meal, was baxed In Tokyo, and was delivered to the
hospital, Each man would receive a loaf at each meal but
-would not raecsive any zrain. A typloal meal was a loaf
of bread and a bowl of thin radish broth., A small asount
of beans was sorved and a amall amount of fish,

Fourtaen pneumonlia patlants wer

had experience !n the hospital corps, I was assisned to help
care for them. Thers weras no beds, only blankets on the
straw mats., The only heat In the room was a charcoal bucket
which was permitted from 5:00 Peme until 6:00 peme 4An Amer-
lcan electrician made a small heating unit that would heat
Water, and with a tea kettle, water was heated for the sick
men, put in their canteens, and put next to their bodies,
The only bed pan was a half of a five gallon can, cut into
ngthwise, that would slide into a wooden box slightly

larger. Thres or four patlents would have to use the pan
before emptying it., Seriously 111 patients would have to

The weather was cold and
The filth and smell of the
s and yet most of the patients

8 kept In a room, Eaving

be 1liftsd up to sit on the box,
8 bed bath was seldom ziven,
Place was difficult to imagine
Pecovered and returned home,
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I was assigned to the job of Japunese bath tobon (bath

geper). My job was to heat the bath water dally for the
I would have to cut the wood to fire the furnacs,

111 the tub, and start the fire about 10:00 a.m. to have
the bath ready by 3100 pe.m. Thils was considered a very
good jobe I could heat canteens of water for the sick
men, could heat water to drink for myself, and could
cook any food that could be stolen from the Japanese.
All heating and cook ng was forbidden by the Japanese,
but one could usually do it without getting caught.

In January 345, a B-29 pllot was brought in campe.

. He was 1n very bad physical condition from starvation
in solitary confinement.

; He was twenty-six ysars old
~ (looked to be fifty) and was from Oregon. He had been
.. flying from an airport in China and was saot down over
. Naiglsakl In November, 1944, He thoucht the war would
“end In eightsen months to two years.

B e TR T o o, I Stk Sy

& When shot down the pilot's bombadier had besn beaten
to death by a mobs. The flyer had had his clothinz torn
off and a humiliating Japmese kimono put on him and nad

been taken through town on & pole and bheaten unmercifully.,

A P s i e

The pilot had bsan questioned many times about his
ship and base from which he was flying., From the B-2

pllot, we got Information about the size and capacity
of the B-29,

His valuables~--ring, watch, and bible had been taken,

but they wire returned to him when he left the place of
- €onfinement for Shinagawa,

o e S

Food improved slightly. Some Red Cross supplies,
Inecluding food, were received and issued to prisoners.

_ The weather was bad during December, January, February,
-‘and part of March. Two snows fell and remzined on the
ground three or four days,.

Late in March, the weather
§ started improving--trees were beginning to bud and the
# miserable winter was past.

5 Synchronlzed motors rumbled empty hombers alonz Tokyo's
~Bkyway of battle, thelr bombs havin: exploded on the sarth
- far below rendering clties to ruins. They headed toward

Qistant bases leaving smoking fires and the prisoners longing

for the day that they could aceo the bombers in thelr
homeward f1i:t,

g mpany
% Alr ralds were more frequent. During February, 1945,

ghter planes appsared overnsad, carrisr-borne fighters




- through the windows seats,

s An aged Japanese woman near u
;the g

47

-4 G-

rted through the sky in a ver

very deflant manner, Zero
wbers were no match for the :

iring the heavy raids on Tokyo, I saw only three

hot down, One cume over camp one day badly damaged.
ot glided it to sea before bailing out,

The Americans were officially notified of Prasident
evel t!'s death, Officers wers required to write an

icle stating what effect Roosevelt's death would have
he war in their op inlons,

The opinions expressed
~that his death would not alter the course of the war
all.

iBy the end of Harch the boills on my head had healed,
~8welling of feet and nhands had reduced, and the dysentary
¥&s under control,

'« On 21 April, five prisoners w
to Ashio. Ws left camp at 7:00 @M., marched to Shinagawa
Station, and boarded a train, A sreat crowd of refuges
8 in the station, Vast suburban areas of Tokyo had
en burned out, rendering many homsless, en, women,
d children slept on the concrete floor., The usually
ean statlon was cluttered with rubblish and smelled
ery strongly of excreta.

Sullen Japanesae, stupid from
¢k of slesp, moved s8lowly at the

guard's orders, ise
08t surely could not have gone tarough the crowd without
the guards. On the train, we were crowded into a small
area with the guards nesar by. Hundreds of Japanese crowded
Anto the train, Hden, women, and children thrust thelr
belongings through the windows of the coaches and c¢limbed
: @dslss, and doorways were packed
with refuges lesaving the world's largest citles, seeking
‘refuge in the country and in sm

aller towns. They were calm
~and took their misadventure as

ere to be transferred baci

§ part of their hard lives,
';-Sqme of them even ventured to s

mile at us.,

s The train could not
‘Many were left behind,

carry all refuges seeking passage,
the ruin wrought by the

#When the train laft the station,

thi bombsrs began to be noticed. Vast
~ &reas formerly factorlss, shops, and homes lay in charred
- rulns; skeletons of meta
- shops, arsenals
Guards forbade

1 marked

s assembly plants,
us to look,

the location of machine
garages, and hangars,
but we managed to see it anyway,
The refugss

: had what possasssions they could carry with
them. Many of them had food,

53 opened her lunch, offersd
uard some of lt, and trisd to slve us some of the barley

i ——
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’,%ﬁa;bning intensified.

- . eertain types of guns ang

~ . in the Unlted States, as enough had bsen built to conclude
- the war.

18 with a few black beans cooked in it,

The guard would
permit 1it,

Upon arrival at the mining camp, we were again seanched
nd returned to the barracks, All of the men at the camp

e very eagor to hear an account of our experiences and
f the news and the dargte to Tokyo.

. The news we had was that a hundred Russian divisions
gere polsed on the Gsrman border walting for tne spring
thaw to commence the zreatsst drive of all times. Germany
ad been bombed thoroughly and fightlng on all sides was
4n estimate of not more than one month
would be required to finish the war in Zurope., Tanks and

planss were no lonzser being made

' With the fall of Germany, Jespan would receive all
attentlon needed, lilstory's zreatest war machine would
be caused to bear on Japan. 4n estimate of one month

to whip Germany and that Auzust 5 would sse Japan prostrate
was not far wron: in the news resume.

The following day, we were taken bsfore the Japanase
doctor and inspscted and acsized to worke I was very thin
and was assligned to camp detall--pulling tho cart and sewing
shoes. The shoes worn by the +mericans in thse minas wore
made of cloth and rubber similar to Amsrican temis shoes,

- They were easily tom and had to be sawed by hand,

. cardens in camp were started., 4 Jg anese ‘ardener
nicknamed "Tumble Bug" .as in charge of the zardeniang,
"Tumble Bug" was an excellet gardener end an industrous
worker. Prisoners preferred "Tumble Bug's" detall with

4ll of 1ts stench to the mines or details with the vicious
guards., #ith gentle hands the old sardener would plant

the ssed, give the youny plants a generous helping of

1iquid excreta, and laborously weave 1little nets beneath
Pumpkins to help the vines support the fruit as it Inecreased

- in size and dangled from the eves of the bulldinis., His

8pecialty sesmed to be radish.

i A disabled prisoner was working with "Tumble" one day.
They were carrying liguid fertilizer from the latrine. The
8all imerican was in front, had one end of the pole on
8 shoulder, "Tumble Bug" had the other end on his shoulder,

When "Tumble” fell down and the keg full of fertilizer poured
‘9ver him. He wiped the fertilizer from his face, went to

the spizot, wasted his clothing and body, smoked nls caseri
(Pipe), and went to worik, but he smelled unlike a rossa.

~ ey

4?‘



Q=

A farm was started about six kilometers from the camp.

en day of rest from the mine was given, all well men as

o1l as sick wnho could go were requirad to go to the farm

nd work, clearing the ground and preparing 1t for planting.

The hill was very steep and rain washed the soil away rapidly,

" put the farm contlnued anyway. The weather was warm in May,
‘and a day on the farm was a pleasure compared to the mine.
ronch of barley was taken with us and eaten in the plot.

‘two occaslons we were permitted to swim in a clear mountain

AR am that flowed bye

" A hen was brought in camp, and the Japanese sar geant
srmounced that chlcikens w:re to be raised. The hen dled
from eating maggols on the fourth day. The sargeant took
one-third of the henj the remainder was given to the fift:en
"sick men who were down with bariberi.

ot

Three zoats were brought in camp, and an announcement

even flavor 1it,.

todida B  that goats were to be ralsed was made. One of the goats
.5 od ¥ was a very young kld--1t died, was skimned, quartered, and
i o B ~boiled in the soup. Thers was hardly encugh zoat meat to
: i

Two plgs were brought in, but food was difficult to
get, end the piss had to be fed on weeds, Four white rabblts
were brought in. Thelr dellcate stomachs could not digest

aci; the coarsa weads. All rabblits dlsd or were killed by rats
olom within a waek. All were eaten by the gsuards or found thelr
ociT way unnoticed Into the soup.
Ten prisoners with two Japanese qusrds were sent out
o alo b every third day with the cart and burlap bazs to gather
;';mnT“ edible weeds for the camp. The weed-gathering detall was
,;;'1cw a pleasant diversion from the smelly camp.

;L"Eif The scensry in the country away from the barren mine
;TZ‘;EQ was beautiful. Flowers bloomed in summer and plants were
( Ziupli arranged in beautiful array.

] Soms of the Red Cross medicine had been sent to the

1;Eoeq3  lador camps. The Japanese ratloned 1t carefully and would
. insist on giving Japanese medicine also. A tablet made

a A 1 ;ﬁtro- the polishings of rice was glven. It was for berl-

e et ~beri, but it was a better food than medicine.

f“}ﬂ*zi; A Jepanese interpreter nicknamed "The Quack' was also

v s gciw docbr. He was present at all sick calls and would

Sl A seribe the treatment. Patlients were burned for all

tqa - 3 ments., I had beriberi. The "Quack™ put ink dots in

‘.:4iq} form on a cross on my stomach, betwsen, and outside

the lezs in a symmetrical pattern. Plsces of punk
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ged on the dots and lighted. The punk would blister
ea., This was hils method of treating berliberi. Some

iers had rows of dots burned on thelr legs; others wsare

" gixteen Japanese guards were sent to Ashio. All spoke
English and all were polite. Amsericans were taken to head-
guarters and questioned dailly. Questions were usually as
" follows: "What 1is your name?” "Where were you born?"

. Mapg you married?" "How many children?™ ™Is it true

that you have bread in your house three times a day in
America?" "What do you think of the Japanese paople?"
It is belisved that the questioning was to get an ldea
of the prisoner'a attitude toward Japan and to learn,if
poss ible, what was to be expected when the war waa over
ag far as Amsricans werse concarnsed,

The isolated town of Ashio was not bambed. When air
raid sounded in the coastal cities, it also aounded thers,
Air raid alert was on almost constantly during July.

August broucht more frequent ailr rald warnings. Priscners
were required to o inslide when a thrue blast warning was
sounded. A fli:ht of bombers passed over camp one night.

Two flew ovsr one morning. Tarzets were belng eliminated
and Ashlo must be on the llst--we knew and hoped.

The camp was ssarched one day, and a can of meat that
a man had hoardsed since the last Hed Cross food had been
issusd was found. The man was accused of stealingz the food
from the Japanese warshouse, was given a thorough beating,
and was forced to stand at attention in front of the guard
house from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. daily for two wesks.
He was given two meals a day and forced to sleep in the
brig. Upon completion of his sentence, he was glven two
woeks rest in camp as the Japanese Camp Commander's guest.

Dutch and Javanese were transferred to & camp six
kilometers north of our camp. This move made a better
arrangement in cemp., The Amerlicans co-operated better,
and with the Dutch and Javanese out of the gzalley, food
was prepared btettar and cleansr.

A rumor was brought in about a biz bomb beinz dropped
on a clty in the scuth. Many people had been killed, accord-
ing to the report.

On August 15, 1945, all work was halted wilthout any
8xplanation, Prisoners were marched in from the mine. A

- Japanese Army truck was sent to the farm to bring the
Prigoners back to camp. 3Zven the heavy cart was hauled
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.iiﬁ the truck. Gates to the caunp were shut and all Japanese
iﬁhﬁrds wore exclted, Some were crying.

WY 2 T

Excitement amonyg the Americans was high also,.

‘as to what was wrong varled. One detall was Informed by the
Korean guard that Jashington and Tokyo were talking.

: The American in charge of the galley requested that
‘food be 1ssued for lunches in the mine next day. He was
told to wait. Darkness came--lights remalned on.

Teniy> was held, No one was slapped. Dawn came, and
Tenkyo was politely held. After breakfast, the dmerican
officer in charge of the camp requested that a working

party be sent to the hill for fire wood %o be burned in
the galley.

I took advantace of the lull and repaired the wooden
tubs, buckets, and stirring sticks for the zalley. On the
second day, we were assemsbled and told that in the future
we need not salute Japanese soldlers, only offlcers were

to be saluted. Zven Japanese officers weren't saluted
henceforth. _

The American who had been punished for having the
can of meat in his possession asked the Japaness offlicer
to return the can of meat, He stated that he had taken

the unjust punishment and had not received the meat which
belonged to him,

The offlcer informed him that sameone had broken into
his office and taken the meat along with his Saki., He
apologized to the American and asked what he could glve

‘him in return for the meat.

The Amer lcan said he wished to bake a cake and needed
flour, suzar, ez:s, skortening, and milk., The Japansse
officer returned the rnext day with two cans of asparagus,
& can of salmon, some barley flour, and some raw sugar.
The next day, he zot three egzs. On the third day, a
quart can of milk was brought in., The American made the
cake as planned, baksd 1t in the coals, put toothpaste
on i1t for icing, and ats it, Food was very scarce; thers
were no cows to be scen in the locality. On Inquiring as

to the source of Lthe milk, a Japanese zuard sald in pldgin
Bnglish "Joman".

¥e wers called Socethier and told not to do anything
to excite the zuards, to remain in camp, and to be qulet.

&-b

T ® Camp Comnmander made a spsech telling of the difficulsties

He said that the

Speculation
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_?ition of toilet paper, a raw silk towel,

' @ness drawers, a strip of cloth on a string

.

wil-

climate was b

ad, that the work was hard, that people spoxe
padly to us,

and that he had done what he could to make

Instructions wore received from MacArthur's head-
quarters not to molest the guards nor clvilians. We were

told that the Jar Crimes Cormias ion would punish the guards.
We wore 8lso Instructsd to paint P.0.%, on fop of our

parracks 30 that planes could identify ihe camps

Pizhter planes came to our camp and flew lowe A
Coronet +“agazinas, 2 pack of cizarettes, a box of matches,
and two packs of mint life savers candy was droppeds Flghter
planes came dally and dropped articles. Cases of clgarettes,
chewinz gun, and clothlng and tollet articles were dropped.

The three goats and two plgs were butchered and cooked
in & stew.

Church was held for the flrst time in camp on Sunday}

there was no chaplain, but the Australlan Flight Officer
preached a stirring sermon.

On 30 August, a B-29 came over, circled, and made &
practice run., It made another run, opened bombays and
dropped three or four toas of food., None of the parachutes
opened and the food smashed Into the slde of the mountalin.

Some of tha cans were badly damaged. Very littls of it was
wastad.

We zathered the food, carrled it to the camp, and stored
it. <Candy, cizarettes, chswing sun, and tollet articles were
i1ssued imedlately, Food requiring cooking was cooked and
a very zood stsw was preparsd for suppsrs "Psas, pears, corn
‘beef, carrots, beans, pesaches, sugar, and even lemon powder
found its way Into the mlxed stew.

A printsd form was ln tne drop mentloninz the fact that
the Japanese zovernment had surrendered. It sald, "The Allled
Governments will fsed you. You wlll Dbe svacuated as soon as

possible. Don't eat too much. #e willl be back in three days."

Another drop was made the next day three kilometers south
of our camp. It was Intended for the camp north of us.

Ho more planes came, but we had plenty of food and every-
one was gettingz rid of mlnutrition allments rapidly.

The Japanese not tc be outdone entirely, sent fish
vegetables and barley in camp. They also issued an extra

pondouche (Jap-
that ties around




3‘:’:?‘;“&3 walst), and some halr tobacco, &nd clgareltss, The Jap-
¥ir§ze se guards would curry our favor and say that they thought
s ere going to Amsrica tomorrow,
‘;J;xsf':b Americans requested that some of thelr favorite bosses
& brod e mine, mostly Koreans, be sent in camp. "Tumble Bug"
- B 1so invited, At 8100 the next day the Koreans invited
.'-‘3"". 3:1 in front of Japansse headquarters, lined up, and appear-
FRRFES ery nervous, When the word was received, men from
i ' us detalls went out and motloned their former bosses
" ollow them, They did, but they had a look of suspicion
*,??egou ‘worry on thelr faces. The surprises thst awalited the
o f% ntals were almost too much for them. Ths work groups
__“":fmdf* sricans had prepared a party for thelr former masters.
Ao gt tes, chewing gun, candy, coffes with suzar, food, .
4T lothing wers glven to them. The Anericans would call
; 1 Hey Honcho" to the Koreans. They would reply, "Honcho
N & now I'm no boss, you're boss).
i 5 . "umble Buz" was such a favorite campared with regular
w.pae ' Japanese guards that everyons zave him somothings All old
PR O] ‘clothinz was dlscarded., 'Tumbls Fug" recelived enough ocloth~
e . ing to last him through life, if he got home with all of it.
potdseng : Septenber came.wlth the cool nights and pleasant days.
beggeub We were not doing any work except camp malntenances. The food
f“‘;:ﬁg and rest had improved everyone considerably. Parties wer:
4% .

s anw ' held at nizht--singing, Joking, and story-telling=--no women.

. : Boards ware nailed up two faet above the regular mat
o i to get above tne fleas, Mapazines, newspapers (dated May

"‘: ':d{ 1945), and a book {Share Leave) bad besn dropped by the
{2:;&; planes, Matters in camp wers all that could be expected.
1;3 ‘.1&7.3(1- .

Plcturses of new ships, planes, and methods of warfare
. were very interesting, but advertisemen ts with the prices
of food were very hard for even us Americans to belleve,

31 bawol §

'Ll,.‘l‘-__
g8l ﬁﬂf i September 3, we were Instructed to be prepared to leave
smeevol  § ag 6100 the next day, Everyone was busy preparing his keep-

eldlaacd §  sares to take with him, exchanging names and addresses with
- ! friends, and making all final preparations to go. Lights
oga - §  remained on all nizht,
o 1o 2o B _
A Reveille was unnecessary the next morning. At 3:00 a.m.
od everyone was up and about. GSreakfast was sorved. We had.
] 82%W 800 K rations and rice with orenge powder and plenty of sugar
©  in it, Xen in the galley continually called for men to
ed i ! come and get second helpings of the swest rice.
pldadsgevy  §
cr::ii; § vere joMen we finished eating, all bowls, tubs, and bugzets

on the table, and the juards were told to help
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_ They fell to stuffing themselves, senslng scue
days

that lay ahead,

_Io"aasambled at 5150 a.m., and were asked 1f an

one wanted
ygay in Japan or if enyone had a family there.

No" was

American flag and an English flag
schutea. Everyone had some of the
e e%  We took the guard's guns, and the Japanesse Camp Commander
nd four of the guards were taken along to act as zuldes. We

de the guurds good-bye and marched out of camp, leaving

d the stench, lice, fleas, bedbugs, mazzots, hunger,
‘,"ork, and memories,

had been made from
brightly colored

At the rallroad station, we boarded a train on which the
isoners from the nelshboringz camp wore on.

" An Amerlcan who had brought a largs roll of the parachute
11k decided it was too heavy to take nomy saw a rose-chesked |
gpanese zlirl In an office, openad the door and walked in to i |

§ give her the sllk, 3She misunderstood hls intentiocns, Jjumped
%t of a low window, and fled.

We took a parting look at our former home. We obsserved
_the part of the yellow F.C.¥. letters that bent over the peak
~ of tne barracks, but we wure soon concerned with other men

~whog although we were only & few mlles apart, we had not seon
_ in months.

£  The train left and Ashio soon lay behind in the mountain

§ canyon. '

- One of the most scenlc trips I have ever taxen was the

trip from Asnio to Yohohama. The morning sun was starting
%o shine in the mountain valleys as we reached the low lands.
Ploturssqus farms and homes with startled Japanese could
be seen as we sped along. The Japanese had causd to be

§ startled, &Every window had a long plece of colorful sllk

§ hanging from the windows, Many of the prisoners, displeased

| at the treatment received at the hands of the Japanese at the
mine, refused to zive any olothing or discarded things to them
and would toss things to Jspanese along the railroad. 4Any
Jepanese zirl who happened to be standing near the rallroad
track would recelive a shower of chewlng gun, clzarettes,

matches, ragjed britches, drawers, or other artlicles that
gould be used by them.

Thouzhts of the past and try.ngz to realize what was
happening at pressnt wore almost too much for one to bLear,

What had happened at homel #hat dld the future have %o
offer?
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1;‘?1311 the small stations, the train would stop and Jap~-
yrnoud § :

s would serve hot water for us., Everyone had soluble.

sa, sugar, and bullion powder and would meke a cup of

r coffee. We ate K rations or candy, gave cigarettes
Japanese who gave the hot water, and waved good-bye
‘gtartled Japanese, ZEvery traln we met going north
e joaded wlith Japanese soldiers going home from the front.
2 of them had large bundles of loot taken in China and

sther places. Thsy appsared sullen and resentful. None of
nem smiled or waved as we passed. One Japanese woman waved
‘held up her hands as 1f In surrender,

The train reached the suburban arsa of Tokyo about 11:00
‘a,m. .In the burned out area, there were hundrads of little

sheped like a chicken coop. Hiles on miles of burned out
districts lay along the rallroad. Japan had recelved payment
4n kind for the treacherous attack on Pearl Harbor.

peb dulls The train arrived at Tokyo's Shinagawa Station. Te
zanagel were politely gulded to another train that left as soon as
v evly all prisonsrs were aboard, One hour later the traln was
o Juo

in Yokohama.,

The American Army had not entered Tokyo at this time.
Tanks, jeeps, and recomaisance cars were at the edge of

d ecd iC Tokyo, but the Army was not to enkr until a few days later.
j[a godw Tokyo was apparently deserted. The people that remalned
nirom b behind were hidden in cellars and garrets.

Never before in the history of modern Japan had a con=-
‘queror set foot on their shores. Japan expected the con-
queror to treat them as they had treated people 1in the

L
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630 _ 'Qfluntries overrun by thelr war machinse.

o1: qitd B

entda -cd ‘i When the traln stopped at Yokohama, elght or ten
PR fmerican Army Hurses were lined up on each side of the

, ysea of £ 3%eps to the coacnes. Zach had a box of candy and zave
wolinpde each priscnar a bar as hs disembarked from the train.

L polposd e

::ﬁss::f Jag The nurses had make up on. They smelled liks the
sTew @alm -;{%‘.’10!01)’ flowers they resembled and reminded one of Angels
feow boas ) ~ from the golden halls--as & matter of fact, we were back

scensgal @ B heaven,
cow oaxad
T Futa et
ed blaoo]

We boarded Army trucks and were driven to the dock
PO&, passed through the medical center, were examined by
ﬂ:,harlcan doctors, sprayed with D.D.T. to rid us of
g 8 and lice, given some clothing, and told to fill out
-, uf meqgad] 8legram to be sent home. Nationalitles wesre separated.

tad sl ng Lee, the Chimaman, was separated from us and we never
10110 bim again.

‘hovels made by propping burned tin together to form a dwelling



Boon as ve were finished with the medical examination,
sent aboard a Duteh hospital ship. The shlp had
yisions end only & glaszs of soup and plsce of bread
‘us for supper. No ane complalned,

t morning for breakfast, we had almost snough to eat.
can Navy tanker alongside wabtsring the hogpital ship
“the remainder of the food needed for the Navy ex-

. We were also glven up-to-date news,

100 a.m. all Americans were ordered onto the docks,
‘snd Navy personnel were separated. The Army went

“and

_ aboard &n Army hospital ship. The Navy was transferred to
.m.58 the U,S.8. WATERMAN and taken to the U.S5.5. 0Z2ARK where we
2levoi® were given more clothing and a place to sleep. e were called
begerz & at 3100 a.m., fed, put in an L.C.X., and sent to the Yokohama
b olag2lh § Alrport. Hundreds of damaged Japanese planes lined the alrport.

sty 2§ The reports about the air battles were evident.

ed ¥ At 9:00 a,m. three C-54s were taxied to the fleld. Ve

{oq ewew§ elimbed aboard and the motors wers reved up. The wished for

sigg Lis§ wind was given and the skymasters lumbered down the runway,

doyeY s2@ lifted from the sround, flew around Tokyo, over Fujiyama,
over Yokohame Bay, and we had an opportunity to look at the

edT task force in the Day that was many times larger than the

(8insTh fleet before the war, All day long the skxymaster rode

(oydoTf.the Asian shles and at sunset landed at Juam. Four years

L 5w oydo?§ %o the day, I had salled westward to China., Today, I was

w baided§ homeward bound.

F &

byl . As the planse approached Guam, I heard an officer remark
s gotewpd that he had stopped there four years bafore., When I looked,
03 fm'xe.f:p‘l recognized him as a doctor who had been a passenger on the
s eiudnpood transport HENDZR3ON. He informed me that a frisnd who had
I 4§ stopped at Guam on our way westward had died in camp only
qed £ three weeks befors the close of the war., B-29s8 lined the
asnsleemis Punways, Others took off on missions., Planes camne and went
od auedd like sea birds from & nesting ground. '

al~q no39

4 At 9:00 a.m. the next day, we were agaln in the ailr,

L odT £ and at dark thet day, we wers at Kawapalien in the idarshalls.
V[ vlevol At 3:00 a,m., the following day, we w:re off for Pearl Harbor.
o3 mowil At 8300 p.m., we landed at Psarl Harbor, remained overnlght,
vevsed xth 8nd Stayed until 7:00 p.m. the next day.

<At 7100 p.m., we took off and were within sizht of

od eW . x
California at 9:30 a.m.
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‘The plane landed, and we were transferred to Oakland

: ,tul. The fed Cross asked us to send telezranse

\E I flew to ¥emphis, Tennessee on September 13, was
e&ted for beriberl, hookworm, and malnutrition, ziven
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weatment, end sent hame on ninety days leave.

rain reached Huntsvlille, Alabama at 3:00 &a.m.

ok me home: Honeysuckle was in bloom and mocking
, wors singing. The full moon was sinking low in the
o sky as the taxi rolled up the drilveway. Lizhts

int on in all houses In the neighborhood. There was no
spe sleep that nlznt. SZveryone was anxious to hear aboutb
v experiences and many questions had to be answered.

'*f':'spent three years and four months a&s & prisoner.

I held the rank of Carpenter (¥arrant 0fficer) when
captured. )
Prisonors recseived pay for the rate or rsank held at

time of capture. Prisoners were advanced in rate or rank
to the equivalent rate or rank of thelr contemporarles.

' Ths President sent a from lstter to each of the re-
ambLo § patriated prisoners. Ths letter addressed to me 1is quoted

w, batw below:

besll

57 evo §

cY 283 § The #White House

5 dopll ] Washington

l2A erd,

eili c3 @

zawerod ] 14 December 1945
P i

ed #8130 Dear Talmadge A. Smlthey,

3co001 1}

oqeasid It glves me special pleasure to walcome you
begroda § back to your natlve shores, and to express, on
i 00Tl behalf of the people of the Unlied 3tatas, tha
eyswort g joy we feel at your deliverance from the hands
oz suils of the enaauy. It 1s a source of profound satis-

| factlon that our efforts to accomplish your re turn

34 ] have been succeasful,
y ¢85 boal

CC:& 2a You have fousht vallantly and have suffered

Ci10 JAR greatly. As your Commander In Chief, I take

xa3d3 bal pride in your past achisvemsnts and express the

i thanks of a zrateful Nation far your services

A : in combat and your steadfastness while a prisoner
ot I8 of war.

May God zrant you happlness and a success-

el
ful future.

Isdlqeold@g

y T
' badaoad
ss/ Harry Truman
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i “Repatriated Naval P.0.,9. have been glven thelr
holce of duty by the Havy,

I never complain about food nor taxes. Taxes

ear high at times, but I will conslder it a privi-
i%.ﬁ'. to live the “merican day even though I have nothing
left.

*'  'This 1is the story as I saw 1t. Thres years and

»ight months have elapsed since I stepped forth from

' Many of the unpleasant Instances have been
My health has improved cons iderably.

I sincerely hope that no others will have a
aimilar experience. There was no fun, pleasure,
or romance involved.




