WILL S. HAYS
HIS LIVE AND WORKS
BY
GEORGE C. GRISE
BACHELOR OF ARTS
WESTERN KENTUCKY STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE
SUBMITTED IN PARTIAL FULF ILLMENT OF THE
REQUIRRMENTS FOR THE DEGREZ OF
MASTER OF ARTS
IN THE .
DEPARTMENT OF- ENGLISH
OF THE
GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION
GEORGE PEABODY COLLEGE FOR TRACHERS

ATGUST 1947

APPROVED:

MAJOR PROFESSOR: ROY P, BASLER

MINOR PROFESSOR: A. L. CRABB

W. C. JONES

DEAN OF THE GRADUATE SCHOOL




ABSTRACT

WILL S. HAYS, HIS LIFE AND WORKS

Will S, Hays was born in Louisville, Kentucky, July 19,
1837, son of Martha Richardson Hays and Hugh Heys. His
schooling stopped with hia first year in college, during
which he tried three different schools. He early started
working for newspapers, and for more than forty years he
was with the leading papers of Louisville, including the

Democrat, the Journal, the Weekly Commercial, and the

Courier=Journal.

Hays!'! fame rests primarily upon his abilities as a .-
song writer. He published more than three hundred songzs
which s0ld more than six million copies. These songs are
mostly sentimental ballads, but he did more serious work in
the form of instrumental solos, orchestral and choral se-
lectiona. He wrote the words and the music to these songs
with very little advanced education and mext to no training
in musie. Hays end his publisher, D. P. Faulds, claimed
for him the original version of "pixie," but there is in-
sufficient evidence to grant him this honor. To have sold
two million copies of ™Mollie Darling™ all over the world
is fame enough. |

Besides writing the lyrics for his songs, Will S. Hays
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published three books of poems dated 1874, 1886, and 1895.
His verse is occasional and sentimental for the most part

and hardly immortal, but it is homey, appealing, and often C e

musical,
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Hays'! fame has not persisted with the general publiec,
but he achieved notable success during his lifetime and
s8till gets an occasional periodical or anthology notice

today.
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.Miss Sto}ll. Though Miss Stoll worked with Mrs. Samuel

(not Samuels, as she spells it) in preparation of her
thesis, it contains errors which are pointed out here.
Mrs. Samuel apparently did not grant her access to her
perents'! love letters or th "Leisure Moments,"™ which Mr.
Sam Hays generously permitted the writer to refer to after
Mrs., Samuel's death., The additional information thus
gained provided more detailed and acourate informatlon
than was otherwise available. A conclusion regarding Hays!
connection with "Dixie"™ was reached in this thesis differ-
ent from that of Miss Stoll's as the result of information
provided by e librarian of the Library of Congress. Gen-
erally speaking, this writer has attempted to investigate
more deeply than did Miss Stoll andihasrprdducdd:ravwork

approximately twice the volume of the other.
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CHAPTER I

HIS LIFE

The man who became known to millions as Will S. ﬁays
was born July 19, 1837, in Loulsville, Kentucky, on Main
Street just above Market. Whether he was christened
Williaml or William Shakespear92 is uncertain, It is like-
ly the "Shekespeare" came later.,

Willfs father was Hugh Hays, an enterprising business
man who had come to the falls of the Ohio from Pennsylwania
in 1832, only forty years after Kentucky became a state.3
Seeing the opportunities 1n the new agricultural lands be=-
yond the mountains, he started menufacturing ferm imple-
ments of wvarious sorts.4 " In partnership with Isasac Cooper
he later sold the famous "0ld Hickory" wagons and "Henry
Clay" plows.5 Not long after settling in Louisville, Hugh
married Miss Martha Richardson of that town.6

Will seens to have been very devoted to his mother for

there are numerous references to her in his songs and poems.

She died when he was only eleven leaving, besides Will,

L. Louisville Times, July 24, 1907, p. l.

2+ Letter from Howard D. McCullough, nephew of Hays,
to writer, June 1, 1947,

3¢ TWede, John D., in Dictionary of American Biography
(New York: Charles Scribmer's Sons, 1952), Viil, 464,

4. Loulisville Courier-Journal, July 24, 1907, p. 1.

6. Hendwritten note by Mrs, F. W, Samuel, Hays! daugh-
ter, Hays Collection.

6+ Loulsville Courier-Journal, loc. cit.
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Three other sons, E. W., Theodore, and Robert. In April

of 1847, realizing that she was on her deathbed, Mrs. Martha
Heys addressed a letter to her son, "Williem Heys,"
seying that she felt "desirous of leaving...e letter, con-
taining, the sentiments, of my affectlonate regard...and
my dying edvice." She implored him to remember her and to
love, honor, and obey his father. Further she admonished
him to read the Scriptures, to pray, and to go to church
consistently es she had done. In words bespeaking a close '
femiliarity with the Bible and religious thought, she con-
cluded the three pege letter with these words:

May you so live, so believe, and so act,

as that when you shall come to die, may

you be received, into everlasting hebitations,

through riches of grace, in Christ Jesus,

and unite with me, and your dear little

brother, and sister, who has (Sic) gone before

us, in singing salvation, to him who sitteth,

on the throne, and to the lamb for ever and for

ever, is the fervent prayer of your ver%
affectionate dying mother, Martha Hays.

Little is mown of the boyhood and early life of Will.
When he was old enough he went to & private preparatory
school run by a Mrs, Yubank, whose reputation at that time
9

in Louisville was well established.  Rarly eovidencing some

interest and ability in music, he was given violin lessons

®. Loulsville Times, (l0C. cite

8. Letter to William Hays from his mother, April 11,
1847, Hays Collection,

9., Louisville Times, loc. cit.
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with Professor Williem Plato, but these lasted only a few

10
weoeks, desplite the fact that Plato was esteemed in his

day as one of those "to whom is due, in large degree, the
11
excellence of musical taste among us." It is not recorded

which of the parties seversed their relations. So far as

is known, Will haé no further musicel education than this,
though he wes amble to perform on virtually any musical in-
strumen.t.l2 Whether more extended musical training would
have helped or reterded hls genius is & matter of interest-
ing conjecture,

In 1856, when Will was nineteen, he was a member of
the Junior Class of the Preparatory Department of Hanover
College, Harover, Indiana.l3 Fo; some reason he did not
atey long there and went to & college in Clarksville,
Tennessee.l4 He appears as one of eighty-three freshmen at
Georgetown College, Georgetown, Kentuoky, during the school
year 1856=57 as "§. S, Hays."15 Though none of these colleges

could give any clue as to his performance while there, it

10.” Temple Bodley and Samuel M. VWilson, History of
Kentucky the Bluegrass Stete (Chicego: The S. J. Clarke

PubIishing Compeny, 1928), IV, 607.

1l. J. Stoddard Johnston, (ed.), Memorial History of
Louisville (Chicagos American Biographical Publishing om-

peny, 1896), II, 96,

12. Biographical Encyclopaedis of Kentucky (Cincinnatis
Jo M, Armstrong and Compeny, 1878), p. 174.

13, Letter from Brma May Hill, Assistant Registrar,
Hanover College, to writer, June 27, 1947.

14, TVede, loe. cit,

15. catalogue, Georgetomm College, Kentucky, 1856-57.




16
seems evident that he was not a serious student.

Whether Will learned anything in hls few college
months is not revealed to us, but he was starting himself
then on the way to temporary feme. In 1856 while at Han-

over he wrote and published his first song, "Little Ones
17

At Home.™ -He had previously written "Evangeling,™ but it was not.

18
publighed until 1862. Vhile at Georgetown Hays be-
19
came known as the "boy poet," and because of his writing

is said to have been nicknamed "Shakespears™ by his
20
clagsmates, a name which he liked and adopted. There is

no incontrovertible evidence on this po&nt,

Some sources say that Will 8. came back to Louisville
. 2l
and immediately went to work for the Democrat as ‘a reporter.
His obituary says that in 1858 he went to work with this

newspaper as mailing clerk, being soon transferred to the
22
writing department as local editor, The city directories

of tho period, however, list him in 1858 as c¢lerk in the
23
firm of Hays and Cooper on East Main, his father's store,

6. Bess A. Ray, (ed.), Biographical and Critical
Materials Pettaining to Kentucky Authors (Louisville: Louis~
ville Free Public Library, 1941, WPA), p. 166,

17. Biographical Encyclopaedia of Kentucky, loc. cit.
18, Tbid.

19, Handwritten note by Mbs. Samuel, Hays Collection.
20. Louisville Times, July 24, 1907, p. 1.

21. Jotm W, Leonard, (ed.), Who's Who In America,
1906-7 (Chicago: A. N, Merquis Company, 1906), p. 806.
22. Lt Louisville City Directory endBusiness Mirror,
1858-9 (Logisville: Hurd and Burrows), pe 81,




In the next directory he was evidently confused with an-

other William Hays, who later appears alongside Will S.,
24
as here by himself, as an engineer, In 1861 Will is still
25
listed &s & clerk. It sesms certain, at anjy rate, that

he was not working during this time for George D. Prentice,
26
editor of the Democrat, as Miss Stoll says, for Mr. Pren-

tice was editor of the Louisville Journal at this period

and was violently at odde most of the time with the edi-
torial staff of the Democrai_;_.27

There is & definite indieation that during the period
prior to the outbreak of the Civil War Hays was connected
with the Democrat, or at least with some newspaper. On
October 1, 1870, & man nemed Hiram Percy Hawkins wrote him
s letter reminding him that ten or twelve years before Hays
hed teken him into his "printing offiece™ and had glven him
s place to sleep after finding the boy cold and hunsry at
the old Louisville post office. The next morning Hays had
given this boy, who was from the Kentucky mountains and on

his way to an uncle's farm, some clothés, three dollars,

and free passage on & steamer to St. Louls which he had

w 24, Henry Temner, Louisville Business Directory and Ad-
vebtiser, 1859-60 (Louisville: Maxwell and Compeny), Pe 1086.

25. Henry Temner, Louisville Business Directory and Ad-
vertiser, 1861 (Louisville: Maxiell and Company), p. 116,

26, Femnie E. Stoll, "will S, Hays," (Unpublished
Master's thesis, University of Kentucky, 1943), p. 7.

27. Johnston, op. cit., p. 67,
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Managed to arrenge. In 1870 the boy was a man, with ser-

vice in the army behind him, owning his unclets farm, mar-

ried, and a recent father. He was writing Hays to tell him

that in accord with € four line poem given to him on thgt cold
2

winter day, he had named his son William Heys Hawkins.
¢This is indicative not only of the faoct that Hays was by this

| time a newspaper man of some sort but also that he had
some acqueintance on the river and was & man of a
sympathetic nature. These discrepancies as to his newspaper
service may be only apparent sinme Hays could have been do-
ing newapaper work simultaneously with his other jobs, work
which may have been of little importance compared with his
other positions.
City directories did not eppear during the Civil War
periocd, and our knowledge of where Till 5. Hays was and what

he was doing then 1s rather uncertain. He was reported in

the Louisville Weekly Commercial, November 24, 1887, as

having been first with the Democrat, and later with the
Journal end Prentlice. Since he was the editor at this time
of the Commercial, this surely is reliahle, One of Hays!
obituarles says he worked on the Journal for a year or two

29
after the War as amanuensis to Prentice. On a poem by

B8, Wirs, Will S. Hays, Scrapbook, quoting letter,
Hays Collection, pp. 103~-5.
29, Louisville Times, July 24, 1907, Pe le
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flays entitled, "Lines to My Best Girl," written in 1864,

there is & note to the effect that this was written in the
30
Journal office. °~ A letter wiitten by him Auwgust 27, 1864,
31
is datelined the Democrat of'fice, This should esteblish

the time of his work with the Journal as well as evidence

the brevity of it. Sinece the city directories for the pericd

32
1865 to 1868 list him as working for the Demoerat, it

seems likely that he continued with that paper up until
.33

its ebsorption by the new Courier-Journal in 1868.

During the Civil War dispatches and poems signed with
his neme or initials and dated from behind the battlefronts
appeared frequently in the Démorrat, while river news, for

which he is supposed to have been responsible, ahrank in
34
volume. Thers is a poem dated June 1, 1861, written at

the Hermitage, Nashville, Tennesses, which appeered in the
36
Sunday Louisville Democrat, called "The American Flag.™

1t was decidedly pro-Union, though Hays is thought by some
36
to hawe been sl ways pro-Confederate. Such dispatches as

_ 30. Mrs. F. fjs Semuel, Her menusoript copies of
Hayst poems, Hays tollsetion,

3l. Letter from Will S, Hays to Belle MeCullough,
August 27, 1864, Hays Colldetion,

32. Fdwards' Annual Directory, City of Louisville

(Louisville: Edwards, (reencugh, and Deved), 1865-66, pb 314

and 1867-68, p. 238.

85, T. D. Clark, History of Kemtucky (New York:
Prentice-Hall, Incorporated, 1937), p. 345.

84, TnRay, op. cit., », 167 >

35. Mrs. F. W. Semuel, Her menuscript copies of Hays!
poems, Hays Collection.

36, Ray, loc. cit.

=
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these, though not always of news wvalue, givé to Hays the
distinction of being Louisville's first war corresPc:ndent.37
In the same year he had a song published by Trip and Cragg
of Louisville called "The Union Forever," a decidedly anti-
secession number done up in red, white and blue colcrs.:58

It is difficult to classify Will 8. Hays as either
Yankee or Rebel. During the War, in 1863 or 1864 or both,
he piloted the steamboat "Gray Eegle™ up and down the
Mississippl between New Orleans and Vicksburg. Though said
to have been oftem under fire, he was never in seriocus
trouble.59 That is, he did not have any trouble until he
composed & song on board the "Gray Eagle®™ During the time
Genseral Benjamin Butler was Federal Commandant of New Orleand.
ﬁearing of this song, entitled, "My Sunny Southern Home,"
General Butler ordered the arrest of its aughor, and he was
placed in jeil end not released until all copies of the song
were destroyed.4o Rlackmar and Compary of Yew Orleans
were the publishers of this song in 1864, and this is prob-
ably the edition in question, because a note by Mrs. Samuel
on a copy of the words of the song says that its second

41
publicetion was after the Tar. A slightly different

87. Goorge Waite, "He virote Dixie Here," Loulsville
Courier-Journal, July 18, 1937. -
38, Bee Appendix A.

39, Louisville Times, July 24, 1907, p. 1.
40, Weite, loc. cit.
41. Hays collection.
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version of Hays' arrest and release is that during his stay
in jail, which was only three days, he wrote tart epigrams
end verses, the wit of which caused General Butler to order
his release,63 but this does not seem to fit the usual
pattern of the General's a.ctions.43 In a letter dated August
19, 1864, to the girl who later became his wife, Will says,
"1 know you will censure me for not writing you ere this,
But I have been captured and naroled, which resulted in

a severe spell of dickness.“44 Haygt handwriting in

this letter is not up to his usual standard, being indic-
ative of some sort of indisposition on his part. It is
doubtful, However, if this letter refers to the New Orleans
%ncarceratien. It was written near Louisville andhad been
preceded 6nly thirteen days before by another, also written
in Louisville,45 This would hardly have given him time to
make a round trip to New Orleans and spend three deys in
jail. During this pericd of the war Kentucky was infested
with bands of guerillas, usually stragglers from the Con-
federate Army after its retreat south,46 and it may have

been one of these bands that captured Hays, though their

42. Louisville.Times, July 24, 1907, nil,

43, Falph V. Harlow, Growth of the United States (Nes
44, Letter from Will 5. Hays to Belle MeCullough,
August 18, 1864, Hays Collection.

45, Letter from Will S, Heys to Belle McCullough,
August 6, 1864, Hays Colldction.

46. Clerk, op. cit., pp. 464-4686.

17




47
activities were generally farther east,

This young lady, to whom Will addressed fifty letters
during the Civil War, was Miss Belle Mcfullough, daughter
of & Louisville furniture store ownef.48 She is said to
have been e very beautiful girl.49 From the letters, which
are extant, and a diary Hays kept during the courtship, a
rough outline of their acguaintance, friendship, love and
marriege gan be traced, even with some indications that it
was not alwayé e smooth courss.

In May, 1863, Hays wrote "Miss Belle McCullough' a
very short note in which he said, "I am composing a little
ballad to be issued soon by Mr. Faulds, It will afford me
no little gratification to have the honor of dedleating it
to yourself,,.Kindly consent to allow me the use of your
name in connection with the dediecation. I shall be pieased
te hear from you and obtain your addres .“50 Just what this
song was, the present writer could not determine, but the
letter shows, at any rate, the degree of formality yet ex-~
isting between Belle and Will. Months later in February,

1864, Will seems not to have gotten very far in his sult as

47, fvid.

48. Letter from Mrs. Wilson Summers, Sr., Shepherds=-
ville, Ky., to writer, June 12, 1947.

49, Statement by “iss Marthe C. Huber, friend of Hays
femily, to writer, June’'13, 1947, personal interview.

50, Letter from Will S. Hays to Belle MoCullough,
May 6, 1863.
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he still addressed the young lady as "Miss Belle.," 1In
flowing and careful script he followed this with, "I will
call and accompany you to church tomorrow evening if you
have mady no previcus engagement, and‘my company will be
agreeable and acceptable."s1 This letter is on +the letterw
head of the "Headquarters Pay District of the Cumberland,®
but if this indicates any military connection, there is no
other evidence of it. A note appended to the latter, ap-
parently in Belle's handwriting, says that he left Louis-
ville soon thereafter for the South, where he remained for
several months. Writing from New Orleans, May 3, 1864, ¥ill
8. mentions a picture and ring Belle had given him which,
along with the salutation, "My dear friend Belle, " indi-
cates a growing friendship. He gives his address as either
Vicksburg or New Orleans, so he was undoubtedly shuttling
between those two places at this time. It is bossible,
also, that this was the seeson of his capture.

The style of letter writing he usually employed really
begins with a laetter dated May 2z, 1864, in which he alter -
neted impassicned prose and verse. ﬁe hed obviously been
spending meny of his evenings with Belle since his return
from the South., In fact, it seems in a latsr latter that

Belle had persuaded him not to go back to New Orleans., It

51. Letter from Will S. Hays to Belle McCullough,
February 6, 1864, Hays Collection.

19
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was Jjust as well, he sald, for the fever which affected
him was bothering him agein, and he was considering golng
into the music business with Tripp end Cragg, Louisville
publishers of some of his songs.sz

Subsequent letters are alternately melancholy and happy,
with repeated references to his illness. Once he roundly
condemned the instigators of the Civil War, but he does55

not indicate which side of the Ohio River they were on.
Will did not think 1t an inappropiate part of his courting

to mention oftén the other girls he knsw and to tell how
much he thought of them. In a hurried little note he asked
Belle for her copy of "My Sumny Southern Home, ™ the song
thet had gotten him into prison, "for a lady friend of mine
who is going to Europe today." >

In an intérview later in life, Hays said that at this
period he was a "regular h 11 of a fallar.“55 = glves moré
detail in a letter to Belle: "And now let me write you in
words which emanete from the gushingfountains of pure wells

of truth, that I mmy for a time be happy in theone sweet

reflection that I em sober nowl" He was humbly bec=zing for-

52. Letter from Will S. Hays to Belle MeCullough,
May 30, lt64, Hays Collection.

53, Letter from Will 5. Hays to Belle McCullough,
June 12, 1864, Hays Collection.

654. Letter from Will S. Hays to Belle McCullough,
July 18, 1864, Hays Collection.

55, Loliisville Courier-dJournal clipping, dat4 unknown,
Hays Collection.
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giveness while blaming his friends for getting him into
trouble., On the next Sunday evening he went to the Baptist
Church at Fourth and Walnut to hear Dr. George C. Lorimer

56
preach a sermon in his behalf.

edn
r

Four days later Will again wrote Belle, this time thenk-
ing her for soem slippers and e watch case she had sent him,si7
indicationg things were resolving themselves to his satisfaction.
Hardly emonth later, however, we find Will in & worse '

situation then ever. He had received a latter from Belle

demanding en apology for some of his actions. "I had almost ';i

hoped that I would have been forgotten by you," he enswereds
"] know and I feel that I have been acting wrong, andhad
I been sober God knows I should never have so acted towﬁrd ;i;
you, ...I was not Will 8. Hays. No} Nol E.HEE.EEEEE’ and ol
how mg face burns with shame when I write the truth to you. O
¥ -
I shell never do so ag‘,ain.“s8 Could this have veen the ij
"fever" that had been incspecitating him previously? j;;
Despite his good intentions and the fact that there were
long periods of sobriety during the remainder of his life,

59
Heys newer stopped drinking entirely.

56. Letter from Will S. Hays to Belle HMcCullough,
August 27, 1864, Hays Collection.

57. Letter from Will 8. Hays to Belle McCullouah
August 31, 1864, Hays Collection.

58, Letter from Will 8, Hays to Belle McCullough,
September 21, 1864, Hays Collection.

59, Statement by Miss Martha ¢, Huber, personsl
interview, Junel3, 1947.




As Will gradually worked back into the good graces
of his beloved, he had the services of a friend named
Wﬁrner who on one occasion took Bells to the theatre and
allowed Will to occupy his seet for a while and talk with
the young 1ady.60 This seems to have been before he tried
to see her again at her home. In December of 1864 ¥ill
made & trip to Lexington and Frenkfort and in a Butbsequent
letter made the most of two brushes along the road with
guerillas.sl Matters progressed more and more smoothly
until in Jenuary of the next year Will, writing to Belle
in a facetious third person, said, "You have sealed the
bonds of love with a kiéss and I am satisfied you will kiss
him again."sa Having been re-accepted by her family, he
was once again seeing her at home;

As was typiecel of hls reporting other narrow escapes,
Hays dramatized an ineident late in this same month in
which someone off top of the stable oprosite his office at
the Democrat fired a rifle at him narrowly missing him ana

63

shattering the window beside which he sat,

By early Febraary he made bold to ask if he might spesak

60, Letter from Will S. Hays to Belle McCullough, Sep-

tember 28, 1864, Hays Collection.
61. Letter from Will S. Hays to BRelle MeCullough, De-

cember 16, 1864, fays Collection.

62. Letter from %Will S. Hays to Belle McCullough, Jan-
uary 8, 1866, Mays Collechtion.
63« Letter from #ill S. Hays to Belle McCullough, January
22, 1865, Hays Collection.
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64
of Belle as "mine." Three months later he said, "We will
65
soon be men and wife."

Hays' letters of early June indicate he was on a trip

to the South, Bowling Green, Kentucky, Nashville, Columbia,

Franklin, Knoxville, andClarksville in Temmessees, and Hunts-

ville, Alebama, bing places he visited. The nature of this T
66 Wi

trip he did not reveal, but referred to it as "dangerous," s
687 .

and told Bslle to "watch out for the Democersat." It is

possible that bhistrip shou@idstrengthen his elaim to be- i

ing a war correspondent. By

In this same month Belle's pet canary died. This seems
68
a small enough tregedy, but it cal e forth Both a-poem
69
and a song by Will S. These are representative of the

occasional nature of the majority of his works. Ho doubt
he achieved the response he sought whenever he wrote such =
poem of song. - et

By the end of Febrmary, 1866, he was writing to his

64. Letter from Will S. Hays to Belle #cCullough,
Februery 3, 1865, Hays Collection.

65. Letter from Will S. Hays to Belle McCullough, :
Mey 18, 1865, Hays Collection. il

66, Letter from 7ill S. Hays to Belle McCuldough, R
June 6, 1865, Hays Collection, ‘ e

67+ Letter from Vill 8. Hays to Belle McCullough, )
June 4, 1866, Hays Collection. E

68, Letter from Will 8. Hays to Belle MeCullough, 2
Junel8, 1865, Hays Collection. g

69. Vill 8. Says, "Canary Song" (Louisvilles:s ILYuis
Tripp, 1865).




70
e "darling wife," they having been merried the latter part
: 71
of the previous year, and his letters were filled with

? intense expressions of devotion.

As pure as the sun light of Heaven that
illumines your pathway this lovely Sabbath
morning is the love that lies deep rooted in my

d heart end only excapes through the windows of

my soul whenever your eyes chance to look into
them...See me two years ago when misfortune claim-
ed me as & poorpitiful object of mercy and

pity. See me now..your happy husband.

Hed I en ocean of tears swimming in my soul

: T would drain it dry with weeping tears of joy

T today...My lips are hot with the dewy nectar

- of love ready and eager to_share with yours

' and to zive kiss for kiss.

During the latter steges of his courtship Will kept a
sort of diary which he called "Leisure Moments" and which
. he gave to Belle upon its completion. It eovers the period
from December 27, 1864, to January 12, 1865,
Enclosed within its one hundred handwritten pages are accounts
of his deily tasks, remarks about friends, male and femals,
and numerous prose and verse expressions of his love for Belle.
Mhat I write," he said in the beginning, "is intended for
your perusal end not for the eyes of ascrutinizing publie
to pesp or pry into to search out its faults and censurs me

because I am its author."™ On the fly leaf is a paragraph

ocalled "The Pledge" which indiocates the feeling of the two

70. Letter from {¥ill 5. Bays to Belle MeCullough, Feb=-
ruary 25, 1866, Hays Collection,

71. Wede, loc.cit.
72+ Ibid. -
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lovers as of Sunday evening, May 28, 1865,
This isto certify that we Pelle McCullough and
7ill S. Hays, both of the city of Louisville, county
of Jefferson, State of Xentucky, do agree and do
pereby solemnly swear to be true friends and love
each other long as we may live. So help us God.
Signed Will S. Hays
Belle MeCullough
There are indications throughout this extended love let-
ter of Will's personal characteristles. Speaking of = &riend
of his who had gotten drunk, he said, "Sometimes I think T
am the only sober boy in town, and often think of how per-
sons used to remark that it would not be long bufore I would
£ill & drunkerd's grave." At another point one leaf of the

book is torn out andithis note is pinned to the next: "Two

pages taken out here because of strong jealous expressions.

I had danced with another partner at the dance at his father's

home." However, despite Belle's care, snouzh is left of

his remarks to indicate a violently Jjealous nature. He-ocon-
tinued his references here to several yound ladies with whom
he seemed quite agreeable. The interspessd verse is un-
polished, mostly balled measure, and effulgent with expres-
sions of 1ove.73

Following the war, Will andhis wife settled down in a

house on Fourth Street between Walngt and Chestnut. He was

T3« Will 8. Hays, "Leisure WMoments," (Unpublished
Diary), Hays Collsction.
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74
at this time river editor of the Democrat, a position he

later gave up to go into business with Louis Tripr at his

75
mhsic store. He was engaged here at 110 Fourth Street as nR
- 76
a music publisher end music instrument dealer  until 1873 P
77
when he became & clerk at the Netional Hotel. It seems to .

have been in this year that someone suggested in a letter to

the Louisville Ledger that Will 8. Hays was a likely candidaete

for councilmen from the Third Ward. Hays' reply is typical

of his robust and unrestrained style.

=
L=

Some highly respectable, responsible, and inter-
ested individual...issued a call in your spicy and
handsome paper yesterday, asking me to lose what little
respectability and character I have by becoming a candi- s
date for Councilman in The Third Ward., Now, I don't know o
what the ward wants, and if I was elected, I couldn't U
give it anything more than it has. The fact is, 1
don't think it can hold anything more. It's full of
epizootic, measles, small-pox, sick nlgzers, barking
dogs, dirty alleys, loafers, bad boys, pretuy girls,

etc., etc., and still isn't satiffied...I supnose the R
people want a change, but I don't propose tnhave any -
man lose & 'good proposition' by taking his place.... T
So I will stay out, and fill the office I now hold at i
the Netional Hotel...Yours Hays-tily,78 13

In 1874 Hays was working with Mr, D, P,_Faulds, one of the
publishers of his musie, at his music store, "but the next

74, FEdwerds' Annual Directory, City of Louisville, 1865-6
(Louisville: Edwards, Greenmough, and Deved), p. S14.

75. Edwards' Fifth Annuel Directory of the City of Louis-
ville, 1869 (Louisville: Edwards, Greenough, and Deved), D. 21 6.

76, FEdwards' Sixth Annuel Directory ofthe City of Louis-
VILLE, 1870 (Louisville: Frdwards, Greenough, and Deved), p. 165. o

77. Caron's Annual Directory of the City of Louisville, 1873 5
(Louisville: Bradley and Gilbert), p. 252.

78. Mrs. %ill S. Hays, Scrapbook, quoting newspaper . =
106-7, Hays Collection. pRosts 9 ¢ PopSrs B

79. Caron's Annual Directory of the City of Louisville, o
1878 (Louisvilles Bradley and Gilbert), p. 269.
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year found him once again back in the newspsaper world as

river editor of the Courier=Journal as well as superintend-
80
ent of the Public Library Hall, the forerunner of the =5

present Louisville Free Publie Libtrary. This information
from eity directories is at variance with that of the gen-
.eral biographies which say that he was with the Courier-
Journel from thedate of its organization in 1868 until his

81
death in 1907, It is possible both sources are correct. oE

O

During the period of the late 1860's and sarly 1870!s,

however, he was certainly active as a riverman on boats ply=-

82 :
ing btetween Pittsburgh and Wew Orleans. It has been suggest- '
ed that he was riding the boats in search of river infor= i,q

83 .'--.‘.I
mation, but when his obituary speaks of him es one of the i

Eh B}
[

84
best known rivermen between these two cities at this period,

it probably means he was actually enpgaged in theoperation }i
of the boats. If not at this period, certainly later he héld .
& master's certificate and did serve as captain on several _id
boats.85 He was judged by his contemporaries as being more

familiar with the history ggd condition of the Ohio River than ;;;

any other man in the West, tf

Resides being river editor of the Courier-Journal, Hays

80. Caron's Annual Directory of the City of Louisville,

1875 (Louisville: ~Rradley and GLlbert), Ps-272«, -
8l. Louisville Courier=Journal, July =24, 1507, p. 1.
82. Wade, loc. cit. o5
83, Letter from John P. Elder to writer, May 29, 1947. e
84, Loulsville Courier-Journal, July 24, 1907, p. 1, ¥
85, Letter from S, M. Carlisle to writer, May 30, 1947,
86. Louisville Commercial, November 24, 1887,
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87
became manager of their job rooms, later becoming a part-

ner with R. ®. Meredith and Compeny, who took over the job
88
rooms and bindery. By 1879, in addition to his newspaper

duties, Hays was a steemboat, railroad, and steamship

89
agent. Ho continued this mixture.of activities the rest

of his life. He told en interviewer in 1898, "Asll, Itve

got to go out and sell a steamboat. I don't know what the
90

h 1's the matter with me that I forgot it."

In 1887 Hays left the Courier-Journal to become the
91
editor of the Louisville Commercisal. He wrote river news,

poems, and songs for this paper during the two years he was

connected with it. A part of the plan of the paper was to
92

present each week an original and copyrighted song of his.

He left this paper to return to the Courier*Journal in 1889.9%

94.
Until his death he remained river editor of that newspaper.

87. Caron's Amnual Directory of the City of Louisville,
1876 (Louisville: Bradley end Gilbert), p. 279.

88, Caron's &nnual Directory of the City of Louisvillas,
1877 (Louisvills: Bredley and 7iibert), p. 269
— 89, Caron's Annual Directory of the City of Louisville,
1879 (Louisville: Bradley end Gilbert), p. 513.

90, Dick ¥ork, Louisville Courier-Journal, December 23,
1898.

91. Caron's Annual Directory of the City of Louisville,
1887 (Louisville: Beedley and Gilbert), p. 221, '

92, Louisville Commercial, Wovember 24, 18B87.

93, Caron's Amnual Directory of the City of Louisville,
188§ (Louisville: DBredley end Gilbert), ps 455.

94, Louisville Courier-Journal, July 24, 1907, p. l.

.
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95
Hays made very little money out of his writings,

and it wes probably in an attempt to reap some of the profit
from his songs and poems that was going to other publishers
that in 1887 he helped orgenize in Louisville the™will S.
Hays Music and Poetry Publishing Company.” Eight other men
were listed as incorporators. The general nature of the bus-
iness, as set forth by the Kentucky General Assembly in
granting the charter, was “the publication, seale and dis-
tribution of the-musiec, songs, and poetry, produced end ar-
ranged by Will S. Hays." Its capital stock was one thousand
dollars, and its charter was for a period of twenty-five
years unless sooner terminated.g6 A mumber of Hays' songs
ceayry the name of this publisher, meny of them being re-
prints of those originally issued by other companies.

By 1895 Hays had published three books of poems. The

first, The Modern Mettin' House and Other Poems, appeared

in 1874, The peesent writer could locate no extant copies
except at the Library of Congress. The second, & mere pem-

phlet like the first, called Songs end Poems, was published

in Louisville in 1886 and is also relatively rare. The last

of the three snd the only one really a book, was Poems and

Songs Ef_Will S. Heys, copyrighted 1895, It is to be Pound

5. Louisville Courier-Journal, clippinz, date unknown,
Hays Collection.

96. Acts, Kentucky General Assembly, 1887-88, III,
70=-71.
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in a number of homes and libraries throughout Kentucky.
How prolific a letter writer Hays was can ohly be ;-

surmised from the few existing samples of those he wrote oL

LA
foa.
i

to Jessemine and Sue Berkley ofGreenville, Kencutky, be-
tween 1897 and 1899, some forty years before his wifle's
death. The Kentucky Library of ﬁéstern Kentucky State Teach-
ers Collese, Bowling Green, has these letters, and accord-
ing to Gayle.Carver of that library, dozens of other letters
from Hays to these ladies were burned several jears ago, in
Mr. Carver's presence, becduse they were thought to be too
Persona.l.97 | i

From the remesining letters ope_g?tg;a varjing impression,
Sue was about twenty-one at the time, Jess was four years
younger, and Hays was some forty years older than they. An-
other sister, Mary, to whoﬁ the-song writer and poet also
wrote, was a nurse for his son-in-law, Dr. F. W. Samuel, -J.
end the acquaintance developed from this relationship.98

In the letters Hays called Sue his "dear little country

99 :

sweetheart"  two weeks after tellingz Jess, her sister,"You

are the only girl I write to...You are the only peach in

97. Statement by Gayle Carver, June 7, 1947, personal
interview,

98. Letier from Miss Sue Barkley to writer, June 23, . -
1947, -

1898, Kenbtucky Library.



100
the basket.™ The elderly gentleman sometimes signed
101

the letters "Billy." "My love, sweetheart, 'tis youes,

103
yours only,# he told Jess later. We are unprepared,

therefore, when we run into what is perhaps the truth that

he loved her with "™ a love like that of a father for his
103 '

favorite child."™ "He wes especially fond of my younger

sister," Miss Sue said in a letter to the present writer,
104
"ag he had an eye for beauty wherever he saw it,"

The last mentioned letter of Hays®' tells of an accident

he sustained that is recorded nowhere élse. He spoke of

having fallen backwards down the steps of the bank and hav-

ing received a blow on the back of his head which caused
105
him a great deal of pain for soms time.

Hays was a member of the Presbyterian Church, but
106 107

whether it was the First, Secong, or the Fourth is a

matter of confusion., Miss Martha ¢. Huber, who attended

100, Letter from Will S. Hays to dJess Berkley, Jenu-
ary 4, 1898, Kentucky Library.

101. -Letter from Will S. Hays to Jess Barkley, April
4, 1898, Kentucky Library.

102, Letter from Will S. Hays to Jess Barkley, Sep=-
tember 18, 1898, Kentucky Library.

103, Letter from Will S, Hays to Jess Barkley, April
26, 1899, Kentucky Library.

104, Letter from Miss Sue Barkley to writer, June 25,
1947, .
105, Letter from Will S. Hays to Jess Barkley, April
26, 1899, Kentucky Library.

106. Letter from Miss Sue Barkley to writer, June 25,
1947.

107. Louisville Times, July 24, 1907, p. 1.
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church with his family, says it was the old Fourth Presby-

terian on Hencock betwsen Mein and Market. His wife and

two children were regulaer attendants, but Mr. Hays saldom
108

went to church, This may account for the obscurity of

his membership.

Though not a church attendant, Hays recognized its
wvalue and wrote verses urging others to g;o.lo9 A great num-
ber of his poems concern religion, generaliy, and its value
to menkind. Even though, as already reported, Hays never
did quit his hebit of drinking--in fact it nearly broke up
his merried lifello --he was for a period of time & lecturer
on the tmmperance platform, having become a convert to that
movement in the 1870's., He seems to have had an instabilaty
in his character, however, which wbuld not hold him to his

112
course.
The pletures of Will 8. Hays showhim with & mustache

and goates in later years, He wore nose glasses and a wing

tipped collar, dressing with the dignity befitting the Ken~

108. Statement by Miss Martha C. Huber, Jume 13, 1947,
personal interview.

109. Will 8. Hays, "Go,™ and "The Ssbbath," Hays Col-
lection.

110, Statement of N¥iss Marthe C. Huber, June 13, 194%,
personel interview.

111. Louisville Times, July 24, 1907, p. 1.

112, Letter from iMrs. Nellie Wilder Craik, friend of
the Hays femily, to writer, June 21, 1947.
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tucky colonel that he was. He was rather a depper man of

medium size whose clothes were always neat but often well-
113
worn, for he was never a rich man, In his dressy fashion,

however, he wrote scarf fpins, rings, end a heavy watch

114
chain on which was suspended a gold pllot wheel given to
115

him by Ceptein barry Brown of Pittsburgh in 1882, Mr.
Hays had & brusque manner often punctuated by profanity,
but he "hes a heert in him as large as & church debt, and

no nne in distress has ever applied to him for assistance
116
and gone aeay empty handed." He was usually full of life
117
but was sed at times, His interest in the fnflortunate

is shown by the fact that every year at Christmas:ztime he
vrote a special poem which was printed by the Courier-Journal

118
and sold by the newshoys as a benefit for them.

After turning dovm the race for councilmen in 1873,
Hays continued to hawe very little to do with polities ex-
cept for e period es member of the Louisville Board of Edu-

cation., "He cared nothing for politieal prominence," aaid

113, Letter from George C. Durham, friend of Hays
femily, to vriter, June 9, 1947.

114, Letter from Mrs. Nellie Wilder Creik to writer,
June 21, 1_9490

115, Mrs. F. W. Samuel, Handwritten note, Hays Col-
lection.
116. Work, op. clt,

117. Letter from Mrs. Portika Fullenlove ¥ileox to
vriter, June 13, 1947. )

118, Mrs, F. W. Samuel, Handwritten note, ‘lays Col-
lection.
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119
his obituary, but the Courler-Journel of November 11,

1892, capried this paragraph: "Col. Will S. Hays has been

i- spoken of for the post of Supervising Inspector for this
= : district. It is said he holds a cinch, that he recently
wrote to Mr. Stevenson, and thet gentleman promised to do
= what he could for him." The newly elected vice fresident
must not have done very well for Heys, for it seems that
when the applicetion was presented to president Cleveleand,
he rather contemptuously asked who this poet was who was
seeking such en important job. Hays suffered a good bit of
embarrassment and humiliestion when the whold matter was
aired in the press and stated phat to be the author of
miollie Darling™ wes better than to be Bresident. As a
poet he considered himself the egual of the President.120
Mr. and Mrs, Will S, Hays had twe children, Sam Brown, named
fpr a steambhoat friend,lzl and WMattle Belle, who be=
ceme Mrs., Fauche Warren Samuel.122 They are both deceased
now. The fact of their births having been some distance
apart is said to bte an indication of domestic troubles the

_ 123
Hayses had,

119, Louisville Times, July 24, 1907, p. l.
120. Letter from George 0, Durham to writer, June 9,
1947, g
121. Letter from Mrs., Nellie Wilder Creik to writer,
June 21, 1948,
122. Louisville Courier-Journsl, July 24, 1907, p. 1.
123, Statement by Miss Marthe C. Huber, June 13, 1947,
personal interview.
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Hays was a naturel entertainér, playing the piano,
end being ean excellent singer, It was reported in the press
in 1887 that "most flattering offers have been made to him
by numerous compsbies, which have been declined. The
Colonel has appeared at numbers of private concerts and
picrnics, however, and always scored the most pronuunced
success."l24 One of his favorite numbers was done with his
friend Colin Alfriend. "There was never a benefit enter-
tainment that the song!Twenty Years Ago' was not sung by
Alfriend's heavy voice with accompainament nff piano by Hays
es «oCrowds would gather to hear them, for they both were
popular, full of fun."125 Mr. J. . Middelton of Aberdeenr,
Maryland, recells & program in the basement of the old Wal-
nut Street Baptist Church in Louisville when Hays was his
accompanist for a violin sclo. He recalls, also, thet the
Colonel told a story or two during the evening.l26 Though

never going into it on a large scale, Hays always dabbled in
127

black-face comedy. On the back of the 1886 edition of his

poems is an-advertisement of "Will S. Hays' Great South-

ern Minstrels, The Creme de la Creme of Negro Minstrel-
128
sy, Season 1886-1887,"

124. Louisviile Commerecisl; November 24, 1887.

1256. Hays, Mrs. Wwill S., Scrapbook, Hays Collection.
126, Letter from J. S. Middeltor to writer, June 15, 1947,

127. Wade, loc. cit.

128, ¥Ways, Till S., Songs and Poems (Louisville:
Courier Journal Job Printing Company, 1886), cover.
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Hays was a great story teller, but sometimes children

were sent from the room by cautious parents when he brought

129
up & new story. On the trips he made in later life to

end from New Orleans he wes usuelly the center of interest
130
on the boat as he told stories to the crowd aboard. ig

seems Hays spent a mumber of seasons at French Lick Springs,
Indisna, as professional host to the guests on the strength
of his popularity aﬁd ability to entertain. A letter from
the concern owning the resort on Heys" fifty-fourth birth-
day gives a good idea of his value to them.

1t is the wish of this company to manifest to

you its appreciation of your valuable services

in contributing to the pleasure of its guests,

in popularizing the springs, and in advancing

the interests of the Trenth Lick Springs Company

generally.

The rare versatility of genius with which
nature has endowed you is seldom the heritage of
any men, and rarer still is the power you so emi-
nently possess of utilizing such rare gifts. You
have, with inimitable gracc, welcomed the coming
guests and speeded the parting one.

Your presence here is an additicnel indueing
charm to the many winning attractions of this re-
sorte. '

Horace immortalized in verse the Fons Brundasiae
(Sic), Virgil the Fons Manbrae, while it has been
reserved for the Poet Laureate of old Kentucky to
commemorate in song the virtues of our ovm Fons
Pletonis splendidior vitro.

Inclosed you will find our testamonial and we

129, Lett . Nellie W :
June 21° 1943. er from Mrs. Nellie Wilder Craik to writer,

130. Letter from John P. Elder, Louisville, to writer,
Mey 29, 1947. '
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trust you will accept this inadequate token of
our appreciation of your services.

July 14, 1907, Will S. Hays became ill for the last

time. He had had two strokes of apoplexy within the last
three years which had left him far from a well man during
that periocd. For five days he ley in a semi-consclous
state, seldom recognizing anyone. On July 23 he died, with .
his wife and two children at his bedside.lsz ?h;

The funeral was conducted at his home, 1021 Fourth Avenue,

by the Rev. J« S. Lyon, pastor of the First Presbyterian

Church, with interment following in Cave Hill Cemetery.
A quartet sang two of Hays' religious songs, "Come Unto le,"

and "Enter In," with Professor CGeorge Selby, his life- e
133 s

long friend, playing the organ.
Following the news of Mr. Hays'! death, dozens of tele-

zrams poured in from all up and down the Ohle and Mississippi :P?

134 i
rivers., All steamsrs leaving St. Louis and elsewhere i
| 135 :

flew their flags at half mast. There was hardly a news- ;-F

paper printed along the rivers that did not carry an edi-

torial comment on the death of the man whose sentimsntal

——

131. Letter from French lLick Springs Company to Will
S. Hays, July 19, 1891, copy, Hays Colleection.

132. Louisville, Courier-Journal, July 24, 1907, pe la

133. Newspaper clipping, source and date unknown, Hays
Collectlon.

134. Louisville Times, July 24, 1907, De Lle

135. Newspaper clipping, source and date unknown, ﬂays
Collection.
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é songs, wit, and friendliness had become known to millions,
: Mrs. Hays, active in river affairs in her own right
! with the National Rivers and Harbors Committes, died in

; Louisville Uctober 13, 1955,136

136, Louisville Times, October 14, 1035s

3,
e




CHAPTER TI
HIS MUSIC
When Will S. Hays was seven'years old the first negro
minstrel troupe ever formed was organized in a New ¥ork
boarding house. These, the immortal "Big Four," included
Dan Emmett, generally conceded to be the author of "Dixie"
and the:'men who was & party to the great controversy that
involved Hays over that song.1
The negro minstrel caught on guickly in the days Pefore
the Civil War. Besides negro numbers it soon included in
its repertory Irish and Dutch songs,.end even yodelling,
all done, of course, in black facs.z The minstrels travel-
led not only all over America but to England and Australia,
where they had great successes.3 From the formation of the
Virginias Minstrels in 1843 until the turn of the twentieth
century, numerous black-face troupes amppeared rezularly in
2ll the towns of any size in America. They were in their
prime in the 70's and 80'5.4 And so was Hays.
Practicdlly everything written by Hays shows the in-

fluence of the minstre.. THis appears in hissongs written

1, Dailey Paslman, and 3igmund Spaeth, Gentlemsn, Be
Seated! (Garden City: Doubleday Doran and Company, Inc.,
1928), p. 15.

2. 1Ibid., p. 17.

3. Ibid., p. 155.
4, 1Ibid., p. 174.

31

5




32

for the generél public as well as in those written espe-
¢idlly for the stars of the stage with the semi-circle of
chairs.

That he had a good deal of acguaintance with minstrel
shows is evidenced by the references he made in "Leisure
Moments" to shows he attended. That he must have had some
qualms about their gentility is indicated by his care im
going to see them first Before he took Belle.5

From the nature of his songs, from his acguaintance
with minstrel men and their shows, and from the period in
which he lived, it seems probable that it wes this type of
entertainment that set the style for his musical wofks.

Persons travelling in England and in India have report-
ed hearing Hays' songs being suns there. Viriting in the
Medison, Indiana, Democrat, following Hays! death, A. 3.
Chapman tells of hearing when a boy in England during the
Civil Wer, & song being sung by a group of song pdddlers
that fascinated him. Upon béing told it was written by an
Amerliecan, he bougﬁt it end learned it. This was Hays' big-
gest seller, "Mollie Darling.“ Later‘in Calcutta Mr. Chap-
man was surprised to find that this seme song had preceded
him there smong the English and Americans.

All told, Hays said he wrote the workds and music to354

5. Will S, Hays, "Lelsure Woments," Hays Collsotiom.
6. A. S. Chapman, Madison (Ind.) Democrat, July?, 1907,
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songs which were published, not one of which ever lost money
for its publisher, but most of which he sold too cheaply or
gave away.7 Since the present writer has been able to list
over three hundred of these, it seems likely that his figure
is not exaggerated. The totadl sales of these songs cannot
be compubed accurately, but it was in excess of four million

8
in 1878, eand by Hays' death had exceeded six million

9
coples. Of this number "Mollie Darling" accounted for some

two million.lo "Evangeline," another of the top favorites,
sold 145,000 coples in its first fourteen months of life,
for which Hays would have realized normally over four thousand
dollars, but he did not receive a penny for it.ll This is
typical of what happened to Hays with regerd to payment for
his work. He wrote so prolifically and so popularly that
he should have been a rich man instead of the pcor one he
remained all his life.12

ﬁhys' songs, by the very nature of their occasional

and tonical inspiration, are more descrintive of the age in

which he lived than would have been more classical and last-

7. Work, loc. cit.

8. Biographical Encyclopaedia of Kentucky, loc. cit.

9., ‘James G. Wilson, and Johm Fiske (eds.), Appleton's
Cyclopeedia of Americen Biography (New York: D. Appleton and
Company, 1887), 111, 147.

10. Work, loc. cit.

11, Louisville Gourier-Journal, clipping, date unknown,
Hays Collection.
12, Letter from George O. Durham to writer, June 9, 194%,
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ing work, had he been able to produce it. He wrote of

the river and riverman; of the Civil War as a Northerner

end as & Southerner, as a pacifist and as a war monger;

of love, sometimes happy, often sad; of polities, though

rarely; and of sewing machines, planos, and insurance as
advertisements. He wrote sacred songs, songs advocating
temperance, piano solos, and minstrel song-and-dance num-

bers. His dialect might bs formel English, Irish brogue,

Duteh guttural, Scottish burr, Negro "Africanese," or Ken-
tucky illiteracy. He might eulogize the death of George

D. Prentice--or of Belle's canary. He might be serious of
funnyp or he might, combine the two. He might make musical

love to dozens of girls and swear fidelity to each or turn

his attention to "wife, little ones, and home." He could compose
a violin solo for the people of Hodgenville or an anthem
for the Hopewell Church.15 There was no occasion too
smell for his notice, no moment so profound but that he
would attempt to memorialize it in verse.

As a river editor, writer of a river news col:mn for
many yeers, and as friend of many rivermen, it would eeem
inevitable that Will S. should write in this vein, Among

/ 14

the song titles listed, however, only "The Guiding Star,"

used to advertise that boat, was directly infimenced by the

13, See Appendix A.
14, 1Ibid.
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river. Hays' familiarity with the river is more evident
in his poetry and in his columns.

0f Civil Wer songs something has been said already,
but they are worthy of closer study. “The Refugee™ e&nd
"The Wandering Refugee™ are pitiful tales of the unfortunates
of the war period. At the very outset of the war, in
1861, appeared "The Union Forever," but by 1864 Hays had
written the Yenkes-beiting "My Sunny Southern Home." 'The
Drummer Boy of Shiloh". is more pathetic than partisen.
Following the turn of the tide of battle, Hays wrote in
1865 "Sherman and His Gallant Boys in Blue," though by 1872
he felt it safe to pen "God Bless Robert Lse," His true
sentiments, if his actions may be teken as a guide, were
told in the two songs entitled "Let Us Have Peace," and
"oh, I Wish This War Was Over.“15

Yolitically inspt, or at least unfortunate, Hays never-
the less participated in campaigns, through his songs. "Cleve-
land Is the Man" speaks for itself, as does "Tilden and Re-
from." Though no copies could be found, "We've & lan For
Our Leader," written in 1868, and "Put the Right llan at the
Thesl"™ seem to be of a political neture.

Mention has already been made of the two religious songs

of Heys sung at his funeral, “Come Unto Me"™ and "Fnter In,"

15. Ibide.

;
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but there are others. "Save One Bright Crown For Me," "Angels

Meet Me at the Crossroads," "God Helping Us We Will," "Is

Mothér There?™ "The Simmer's Soul," "fhen I am Gone," and .1ﬂ
: X the unpublished "Hppewell Hymn™ indicate his ability in ';E

other than secular work. Concerning the first rendering

of two of the above numbers are stories that are quite ' b
é different. "Enter In" was introduced by Professor C. C. Case
in the Mcody Tabernacle in Louisville with the assistance P
of a choir of three hundred voices.l6 "The Hopewell Hymn," L
: which exists today only as & poem, was composed extempor- ?Ié,
f' aneously by Hays when he and Colonel Jefi Burne, whom he was -1¥

visiting im Henry County, Kentucky, went to a nearby small

churech celled "Hopewell." By special request the man from

Louisville composed and sang this song, accompanying him-
self on the orgen, the mmsioc not being written down either -
then or 1ater.17 . 3

During the 1870's particularly, when Ways was ensaged afi
in temperance lecturing, he wrote several songs dealing with

that subject. With a direct significance are the titles

"Goodbye To Drink" and "Don't Drink Any More."™ "Listen to

My Pragerful Pleading,™ "Out in the Snow," “Papa, Stay
Home, I'm Motherless Now," and “What Will I Do When MMy Mother

16, Vi1l S. Hays, "Enter In," (Louisville: Will S.
Hays Publishing Company, 1888), Cover,

17, Allen M. Trout, "Greetings," Louisvilie Courier-
Journal, September 13, 1941,




wig L.

wi

Is Dead?" deal with situations brought .about or aggravated
by drunkenness.

These latter songs are akin to other sad ones Hays
turned ocut in greater number. Even the titles are sad:
"Down by the Deep Sad Sea,™ "Nobody's Darliné," "The Lone
Greve by the Sea," "The Last Trip," "Dead.but not Forgotten,™
"call Me No More, Mother,"™ "Heaven Claims Her," "Tle Crape

on the Door,"™ and "Bgby's Gone." The works to "The Lone
18

Grave by the Sea" are typical.

I'm sitting in the cotiage door,
Where oft! in days gone by,
We've watceh'd the wild weves kiss the shore,
¥y Mother end I,
But now I'm lsft asd and alecne,
A1l that was dear to me
My Mother dear! I'm weeping by
The lone grave by the sea,
Alone at night I'm kmeeling
By the lone greve by the ses.

The flowers that Mother planted there,
Are fading fast away,

They neter egein will bloom sc fair,
The cottage will decay;

But let that cottage be my home,
No other give to me, -

For I cen wetch by day and night,
The lone grave by the ses,

ind when I die, ohl let me lie, 1¢
Near the lone prave by the ssa.

Will S. Hays sentimentelized the newly freed negro of

the days following the Civil “ar. He wrote posms sbout him

18, See Appendix A.
19. Will S. Hays, "Lone Brave By The Seas, " (Louisville:
Louis Tripp, 1862).

.
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and composed songs in his vernacular. In such songs as
"Dem Good Ole Deys,"™ "Down in de Co'n Fiel',™ "Keep in de
Middle ob de Road," "Hannah, Is You Dar?" and many others
he pictured something of the wistfulness snd humor of the
confused negro. "Keep in de Middle ob de Road" was written
while Hays was in Bowling Green, Kentucky, on one of his
river trips. He said he witnessed a negro woman trying to
get her drunken husband home by half earrying him and con-
stantly admonishing him with the works he used for the song
20
title. It is not unusual for him that here he took a comrone-
place, lowly incident end turned its inspiration to
& religious theme.
I hear dem angels a cellin' loud,
Keep in de middle ob de road.
Dey's a waitin' dar in a great big crowd,
Keep in de middle ob de road.
I see dem stand roun' de big white gate,
We must brebble along 'fore we git too late,

Fo' t* alft'no use fo'! to sit dowT and wait,
Keep in de middle ob ds roagd.

Besides the elready mentioned song, "The Guiding Star,"
Hays wrote at least two others used as advertisements. "Wy
Fischer Pieno" was published by D. H. Baldwin and Company

and distributed free. A handwritten note on a copy of this

20. Work, loc. cit.
2l. Will S, Hays, Poems and Songs (Louisville: OCharles
T. Dearing, 1895), pp. 26, 27.
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musie in the Hays Collection says that "This piano was
3 built special for Colonel Heys end put on exhibition at TFourth
snd Chestnut." "Song of the Sewing ¥achine" extroos the

virtues of the Florence Machine, but its publication was

by J. L. Peters of New York, as were so many of Hays' other &,
songs.22 It may have been that in 1869 the sewing mechine o
was still so much of a novelty that a music publisher weas
gled to put out a song sbout it. §Could it be that Will S.
Hays was the father of the present day radio singing com-
merclal?)

It vas stated in the beginning of this chapter that

Hays' music shows the influence of black-face minstrelsy.

This is evident not only in a general way but in specific

songs, For instance, the cover of "Will You Pemember Me?"
carries the information that this song had been sung by
Con. T. Murphy of Arlington, Kelly end Leon's Minstrels. 3

“Barney Machree" was dedicated to Dan Rryent, Jr., of the

femous Bryant minstrel femily, vwhose father was the one for
23

whom Dan Fmmett wrote "Dixie," according to the popular story.

One of the most famous of the minstrel men was "Happy" Cal
24
Wagner, and for him Hays wrote "I'm A-Gwine Down

55, Will 3. Hays, "Song of the Sewing Wachine,” (New
Yorks J. L. Peters, 1869).

23, Paskman and Speeth, op. cit., p. 185

04. Carl Wittke, Tembo end Bones (Durhem: Duke Uni-

versity Press, 1930), p. 232.
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South" and had the pleasure of knowing he used it in -
his show.25 "Nigger Will be Nigger," written when Hays was ?;}
only twenty-seven, was sung by W. Arlington, according to 5
the cover.26 This was the man who became famous as Billy Arlington if;
and who headea his own company besides béing connected
with other outstandin§7min=trels such as Leon, Kelly, :?_

Donniker, and Cotton. "Sing Darkies Sing" was dedlcated
28

to Dan Frohman, dean of the thmatrical profession in Ce
1875, when the song wes written.zg Other songs by Hays are -
labelled "end sond” or "dance song." e
It was in connection with a minstrel show:-that the Ty
well known song "Evangeline" was popularized. Hays had
been uneble to sell this song and took it to Campbell of =
Campbellts Minstrels who were playing at the time in Cleve-
land. Campbell used it thatnight and was encored five
times. Brainerd, music publisher of Cleveland, had previ=- L
ocusly offered Heys ten dollars for this song and had been
turned down. How with it a success, he became more inter=- o

ested, Hays, however, said, "I up and told him that John

Howard Payne had died in a poor house, that Keyes, who wrote

26. Will S. Heys, "lim A-Gwine Down South" (New York:
J. L. Peters Compeny, 1874}, cover.

26, ™Will S. Hays, "Nigper Will Be Nigger" (Louisville:
Tripp end Cragg, 1864), cover.

27. Paskméant!- and Spaeth, op. cit., p. 156

28. Will S, Hays, "Sing Derkies Sing" (New Yokk: J. L.
Poters Company, 1875). cover.

29, Paskman and Spaeth, op. eit., p. 175.
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the Star Spengled Bemner, had died in destitution, and
that the publishers in America were determined to starve the
composers out; but I would meke him a present of
tEvengeline' to show him how little publishers know of the
value of compositions...Three months later he offered me
five hundred dollars for another song like it, but I re-
fused it, and have nerver written anything for him."50

The story of the composition of this particular song is
of more interest perhaps then is that of its publication.
There are several versions of the story, but in the main
they agree. Hays was visiting in the home of Colonel John
Fible, "Woodland,” in Oldham County, Kentueky, aﬁout the
time he left to go to college. With a party of young people
he attended a dance at the home of fCongressmen Hobert Mal-
lory nearby. On the way home from thedence they stopped
beside a small stream and enza~ed in singing.31 One of the
girls Will hed previously nicknemed "Evangeline™ because of
her resemblance to the ideal pictures of Longfellow's
heroine.

"I'1l]l write you & song,™ Hays said to 'Evangeline,! "if

you'll promise to sing it before we go home."™ Taking up

30. Louisville Courier#Jjournal, clipping, dete unknowr,
" I Am Dying, Mother, Dying," 1865, was also published by
Brainerd, despite Hesys' statement.

3ls Loulsville Times, December 1, 1906,

¢
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some charred sticks from near an old fire, Hays started
writing the words of a song on a new plank fence across
the road. Beneath the words he said he wrote four part
harmony for them to sing there in the moonligh‘b.32 The
next day one of the young ladies copied down the words and
Hays polished and revised them.33 It was some time Wefore
he tried to sell it as a song.

Hayst! songs of the hearth and home run into scores.
There is & nostalgie about many and nearly slways a touch
of sadness. They concern young bebies, ofd fathers, mothers,
and grandmothers, and the place itself. A few of the
titles are indicative of the resty "0ld Gate on the Aill,"
"hy Don't You Come Home?" " Songs Ny Grendmother Sung
(sic)," "My Father's Growing 0ld," "How Much does the Baby
Weight"™ "Kiss Papa Coodnight," "Cow Bells in the Lane," and
myife, Little OGnes and Home." In many of them there is a longing
for the pleasupes and simple joys of days that were
no longer.

Sigmund Speseth has said in one of his book titles, "They
Still Sing of Love,“54 end Hays certalnly did his share. A

mere glance at the names of girls he ueed in his titles

32. Louisville Courier-Journal, clépping, date unknown,
Hays Colléctiom.

33. Louisville Times, December 1, 1906. .

34, -Sasted in Johw T. Howard, Our Americen Music (New
Yorks Thomes Ye¢ Crowell Company, 1931), p. 581.
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reveals something of the vast number of such songs he
wrote. Heindicated interest, musical or personal, in
Lennie, Madelaine, Meggie, Marian, Mary, Faud, Maudie,
Minnie May, Susie, Mollie, Nellie, Néra, snnie, Bellws, Ads,
Julia, Katie, Katy, Kitty, Linnle, Hosephine, Ella Bell,
Jessie, Eily, Evengeline, Genevieve, and Liza Jea.ne.:55

Of all Will S, Hays' songs none has been so popular
as "Mollie Dgrling," published in 1866 by J. L. Peters.36
Contradictory stories are told of the composition of this
song, also, and the fault seems ettributable to the author
for not always giving the same account. The one quoted in
The MusicianSTdiffers, for instance, from the one he told

38
James Tendy Fllis. They differ principally in localse,

however, not in main features. The fact that they vary is
demonstrative of the privilege of a good story teller to
alter his tales, and Hays wes a good story teller.

According to the account which has the song composed
in Pittsburgh, Hays said he was ill in a hotel and overheard
the chembermeid, Mollié, talking to an Irish boy in the hall

outside his room. They were seated in a deep bgy window

35, See Appendix A.

36, Will 8. Hays, "Mollie Darling# (New ¥ork: J. L.
Peters, 1866), cover.

37. The Musician, XT (1906), 491.

38. Jemes Tandy Ellis, "Savor of the So0il," Louisville
Courier*Journal, clipping, date unknown, Hays Collection.
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across the hall, aspparently thinking Hays was asleep. He
heard the boy whisper, "Do you love me, Modlie, darling?"
When she did not answer, the boy said, "Let your enswer be a
kiss.™ Hays said that all night those words kept running
through his mind. The next morning he sat dovm at e piano
in the presence of the other hotel guests and played and

sang the first version of what later became his most cele-

" brated song. Mollie, lingering on the edge of the crowd

of listeners, stayed behind after the others had left to
) 39

ask the composer, "An' did yez hear th' answer I gev him?"

TWon't you tell me, Mollie, darling,
That you love none else but me?

For I love you, Meollie, darling--
You are all the world to me.

0, tell me, darling, that you love me,
Put your little hand in mine;

Teke my heart, sweet Mollie, darling,
Say that you will give me thine.

Chorus -
Hollie, fairest, swestest, dearest,
Look up, darling, tell me this.

Do you love me, Mollie Darlingg
Let your answer be a kiss.

The story of this song does not end here, however. Hays
said leter that he was tellting tc a publisher in New York
about it when an old lady ceme in begging money to bury her
dead child. Moved by the story, as he always was by mis=-

fortune, he suggested to the publisher that he give him

" 39. The Pusician, loc. cit.
40. Will S. Hays, Songs and Poems (Louisville: fourier=
Journel Job Printing Company, 1886), p. 4.
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twenty-five dollars for the song. The othee agreed, and
the composer hended the women the money.41. "Nothing ever
gave me as much satisfaction as those two tears that rolled
down that poor woman's cheeks,"™ Hays said later.42

The musical publications of Will S. Hays were not lim-
ited entirely to voeal arrangements. A-ong the numbers he
composed for the piano were "Ray of Love, Polka," "Carris
Maxurka," " Clint McClarty Polka," "Cooing Doves" (six hands),
"Josephine Mazurka," "Lotta Mazurka," and "Lula May Mazurka." Late
in life he put on a performance at Kenyon College at
Hodgenville, Kencutky, before & large and anpreciative
audience. Besides relating some amusing stories and re-
counting the composition éf "Mollie Da&rling", Tays played
on the violin the "Kenyon College Waltz," which he had com-
posed for the occasiog and had dedicated to Miss Ella Popse,

4

who accompenied him.

When the Loulsville Courier-Journal formally entered

its new building on May 16, 1876, part of the ceremony was
the unveiling of a statue of George D. Prentice. "This act
performed, the orchestra rendered with fine effect the
requiem composed for the ocecasion by Mr. Will S. Hays. The

music was exceedingly refined in sentiment, chaste in ex-

41. The Musician, loc, cit,

42, Hodgenville, Kentucky, newspaper clipping, date
unknown, Kentucky Library.

43, 1Ibid.
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pression, fully realizing the reverent apirit of the
44
theme. ¥ So far as can be determined, "“The Prentice

Requiem" was never published.

It is remarkable that the composer of so much musie,

particularly of so much that sold, should have been unable

- ?_ to write that music down, but that was the case with Hays, :»3
Because of his limited background in musiec theory, it was ;1
necessary to have Professor George Selby, organist of Calvary

Episcopal Church, write down the music which Hays played on i:}
45 : Ll

the piano. The number of songs he thus wrote down has been Coa
46 ]

estimated at at least five hundred. Even more remarkable T

than this ability to compose ballads was the ability of Hays

to compose piano solos, violin soleos, end the orchestra num-

ber just mentioned with his slight knowledge of harmony.

Copies of three contracts Hays made with music pub-
lishers have been preserved. They are handwritten, signed -
by Hays and the respective publishers and reveal the amount
of remuneration and the tribulations of the eong writer. On
the letterhead of J. L. Peters of New York is a contract

dated Avgust 1, 1867.

44, Louisville Courier-Jonmnal, Mey 17, 1876.

45, Statement by Sam M. Hays, srandson of %1l S., -
April 17, 1947, personal interview. J;

46, St. Louls newspeper clipping, date and source un- '
known, Hays Collection.
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It is mutuaelly agreed between Will S. Hays of
Louisville Ky andJ. L. Peters of New York, that
the following contract shall exist between them,
the same to commence from this date and to end on
the last day of July 1870--a period of threes years.

J« L. Peters agrees to receive of Will §. Hays )
all the manuscripts of songs that he may compose or P
arvange, and to publish such as he may think profit- 2z
able, with the understanding that Will S. Hays is Y
to write for no other party of parties, during the T
time above menticned, and in consideration of his
writing solely for J. L. Peters, the said J. L.
Peters agrees to pay Will S. Hays two cents and a
half per copy on any piece they mey print of his
compositions so furnished. .

This contract to cease to exist at the end of E
six (sic) years from this date--after which time .

J. L. Peters shall have the sole right and title to P
any piece so published during the period above .
mentioned.

Settlements and peyments to be made guarterly.

{Signed) J. L. Peters
Will S, Hays?®

Whether this contract waes meant to continue for three
or six years is hard to tell, but a little more than e year
later, December 1, 1868, these same two parties entered into =
8 new contract, obviously construed more in Hays' favor. T

I agree to write and compose songs exclusively for
Je L. Peters New York for the term of two years
from this date for twelve hundred dollars per year
payable quarterly. I am to write for him one of
more songs per month during that time.

\8igned) will S, Hays
J. L. Peters?8

The third contract extant is on the letterhesd of George

47, Original Contract, Hays Collection. }E;

48, Original contract, Hays Collection.
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Figure 3--Contrect botween Tildis
J. L« Peters, imsic Fublisher.
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D. Newhall Company of Cincinnati and is dated September 25,

1884,

I hereby agree to write musie for the Geo. D.
Newhell Co. On all peices accepted by them

they are to pay me in cash twenty five dollars

per month and credit my account with Geo D. Wewhall
personally, twenty five dollars until my indebt-
edness to Geo D Newhall is cancelled. The Gso D
Newhall Co to own all music written under this
contract

(Signed) Will S8, Hays
G. D. Newhall

49
Just what the circumstances were under which Hays had gotten
in debt to Mr. Newhall is not revealed, but this is added
proof of his inability to accumulate eny fortune.

Hays' publishers in America were numerous and his pop-
ularity here is obvious, but there is evidence as well that
his songs sold abroad with great success. "ifollie Darling"
was printed in six languagss.so A statement in a Louisvilie
paper some seventy years ago said that "Peters of Mew York,
the great music publisher has recelved from Fnglend a lengthy
1ist of the songs of Will S. Hays reproduced in that Country.
The publication in Fnglend of Mr. Hays' populer songs is

statement goes on to say that at the time Hays had produced

more songs than any other Ffive men in America, his sales

49, Original Contract, Hays Collection.
50, Taite, loc. cit.
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81
being even then some three and a helf million.

In an interview late in life Hays is quoted as say=-
ing, "Long ago I wrote a collection of Scotch songs under
the name of Allan Peecy and they had a great sale. But I
like the negroes snd the Irish, and the sunny South, and
the pretty girls and the river."52 No other evidence of
this collection eould be discovered. We have here, how-

ever, a concise summary of the topics which appeeled to

Hays, the song Writer.

5l. Louisville Courier-Journal, May 17, 1876.
52. Work, 1oc. cits

59
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CHAPTER III

"DIXIEY

The song "Dixie" is synonymous with the South thet
Hays lived in and loved. "It is conceded by all hends

that 'Dixie' is the most popular of the songs of the
1

Souﬁh.“ "Yet, in spite of its Southern associations, Dixie

has come to be.something more than a song ofjust one sec-
tion of the country. There is something indefinably Ameri-
can sbout the tune..eit represents a state of mind common
to all parts of the nation."2

This popularity has not been just of late.- The song
became the war song of the South in 1861 when it was uged
as & quickstep for the Confederate regiments from Louisi-
and.3 That & song of such popularity should have a number
claiments to its authorship is, perhaps, netural. Cich=
ter and Shapiro list fourteen versions that appeared.4 To
Daniel Decatur FEmmett, However, has long been attributed

its authorship. S8ince there was a good deal of controversy

during Emmett's lifetime as to the originator of the song,

%
¥. Nicholas Smith, Stories of Great Hational Songs
(Milwaukee: The Yong Churchman Company, 1898}, p. 179.
2, Hovmrd, op. cit., p. 267
3., TWittke, op. cit,, p. 208.
4, Harry Dichter and Elliott Shapiro, Tarly American

Sheet Music (New York: Re R. Bowker Company, 1941), pp.
105-8,

66
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and since Hays was one of those who claimed the oripginal
version, an examination of the various claims is in order,

In an interview with Edward W. Bok, Emmett said that

he wrote the song in 1859 while a member of the celebrated
Bryant's Minstrels, After a performance of the show one
Saturday night he was asked by Jerry Bryant %o write a ‘ fﬁl
"hooray" or "walk-around# for rehearsel on Monday. He come t-f
pesed the song on Sunday as we now know i'l:.5 Wittke gives a little L
more deteil., He said Emmett looked out the window on that

dreary, reiny Su day and sighed, ™ I wish I were in Dixis," '5§
& phrase customary with showmen in the winter time, h
From this sugrestion, Emmett hummed a tune, played it on

6
hid blolin, added the words, and the song was:born. Firth

Pond and Compeny of New York published this song, which was
copyrighted Jume 21, 1860.7
In spite of this end other evidence, the friends of
Will S. Hays, indeed the Colon=l, himself, claimed the orig=-

inal composition of the words for him. Josiah Combs says,
"He was probably the first men to write the words of 'Dixie,!'
(in 1857) notwithstanding the long-accepted theory that

. 8
Enmet fsic] composed both words and mgsie, in 1858.% He

5., Quoted in Smith, op. cit., pp. 181-2. S
6. Wittke,op. cit., pp. 205-5. L
7. Dichter and Shapiro, op. cit., p. 105. S
8. Josieh Combs, All That's Kentucky (Louisville; e
Jéim P. Morton and Compeny, 1915), p. 44. g

e
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says that when Hays was sixteen years old, he heard an
old darkey pick this tunse on a banjo in thedeep South,
This was, of coéurse, before Emmett's wersion. ™"This leaves
the impression that 'Dixie! is en old plantation song,
sung by the negroes in honor of a benevolent old slave-
holder named Dixie.“9

Professor Thomas J. Firth took up the cudgel in behalf of
Hays in 1922 in a pamphlet entitled “"The Origin of Dixie."
Styling himself the only surviving band master of the War
Between the States, he vigorously denied that Emmett wax
the originator of this song. As to the.melody, he said it
was 8 tune written by an English comboser nemed Charles
Dibdins with words starting, “If I was a soldier, wouldn't
I go," ete. The song was brought by sallors to New Orleans
where some former slaves of Dixy, the aforementioned slave-
holder, "involuntarily" sang:

I wish I was at Dixy's,
I ho, I ho, ete.lD

I musician of that city wrote the melody from hearing it surg
and sent it to D. P, Faulds in Louisville in 1858 with the
name "Dixie" attached. Mr, Firth quotes from the Mémphis

Commercial Appeal of June b, 1308, which carried these words

9, Ibid, .
10. Thomas J. Firth, The Origin of Dixie, fifteenth
edition, Pamphlet, 1922.
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of Mr, Faulds, the muslc publisher:

One afternoon in my mail I received from a
Ngw Orleans house a single sheet of music, en-
titled "Dixie." It was a kind of a dance., WVhen
Werd came down stairs the next morning about
6 o'clock I gave him the music and asked him to
try it on the piano...While Ward was playing the
air, Hays (sic) ceme in..."Will," said I, "here's
a new tune that has just come in. I want you to
write me some Southern nigger words for it." The
piano was a square on, and as Vard went over the
air, Hays wrote the words,..In g short time, en
hour, probebly, he had written four or five verses

eeeIn about two hours time "Dixie™ was written,

arranged and sung.

T at once sent the song upstairs to my engravers.

Shortly after the song was publighed Joe H.
McCann, a neesro minstrel, dropped into my store,
which was always a lounging piace for players
and musicians. He heard the air "Dixie.®

"It's an old nigger air *hey's been sipging in
the South to almost any wordd. The negre rousta=-
bouts on the steamboats lead and unload their car-
roes to it," said he.

I had given the song the title "Way Down South
in Dixie," and had 5,000 copies printed,..The words
I copyrighted, but the music was common proberty.

I had sold 30,000 copies of my song before the
war=-al1l in the South.

After the song had attiacted some attention, and
about the time the Southern troons were being mo-
bilized for the Civil War, Col. tays regrote the
words (this was his eecong version) meking a march-
ing song for the famous Buckrer Guards of Lovisville.
These were the words that were considered treason-
able, The first stanza was as follows:

We gwan down to delan' of cotton,
Simmons seeds an' ‘sandy botton,
Away, away, we swan down to Dixde.
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We gwan to teke our guns along,
We gwan to fight and sing dis song,
awey, away, away down South in Dixie,

This version of Fays was copyrighted under the
laws of the Confederate States in 1861,11

As further supporting evidence, Professor Firth pube
lished affidavits from men who said they had heard this tune
played as early as 1858. In fact, he said he was a member
of a band that year in LaGrange, Tennesses, that played
the song from an arrengement by their band Leader. A fac-
simile copy of the muslic for Eb trumpet is reproduced in
this pamphlet as additional proof.12

A slightly different story is that the first writing
of the song was done by Hays and Ward on request of the
Bitckner Guards, The tune used was a Scotch air, "If I nhad
a beau, for & soldier wouvld go." It was given to the glee
club of the Guards, published, and iajor Degph, the mili-
tary mayor of Louisville, tried to suppress it. Dan Tmmett,
being in the South at the time, :rote a different set of
words snd claimed authorship.ld This version was the one
told by Krs, Samuel, Hays! daughter.14

The Filson Clut, historical society of Louisville, be-

came interected in this controversy just prier to the death

11, Ibid.

12- Ibidv N

13. Jolmston, op. cit., p. 87.
14, Waite, lggrfgggr_

o
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of Hays, and before a meeting of that body he presented
his cleims, which are substantially those given by

Professor Firth.

"The original words were changed," said Col. oo
Hays. ™During the wer Gen. Anderson had charge P
of the military operations by the Federsl troops :
in Kentueky, snd he required me to change the words.,

. The original composition was as follows:

When you hear those Rebels yell,
You will see those Yankees run like hell, e
Way down South in Dixie, el

"The song was first sung by a glee club in S
Louisville....When Gen. Anderson heard the song A
evidently he was not teaken with it, He sent A

Henry Dent, his provost marshall for me, and 1

was tgken'into his presence. Anderson ssked me
“if I was the author of the song andl told him

I was, He then sent me to priscn, Fifth snd fireen

streets, telling me that I was roilty of tremson

against the Government, Finally he released me

on condition that I would change the words of the

sonp, which I did, to-wit:

The damn fool Yenkees need not rum,
But wateh uvs and you'll see ﬁ:ni R
Away down South In Digie,l® -

The Filson Club apuointed & committee at this meeting
16
to settle the matter once and for all, Thenewspaper re-
port of the next meeting states that the evidence wes thought

to be conclusive in favor of the prior avthorshiv of the

Lovisville man. The chairman of the committee vwas snid to

be receiving soon n copy of the Faulds editio of "Dixie,"

CollégﬁicLouiSVille Herald, clipping, My (7], 1007, L9

I} o
16. Ibid.
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17
which would be presented at the next meeting of the club,

A search of the club minutes, however, by its librariens
disclosed no definite conclusion, only further talk,ls

The question of who was first with the copyright could
be settled if the records could be found to show these datea.
Since at that time. copyrights were registered with the local
Distriet Court, the Library of Congress mey not have the last

word, but e letter to thewriter from the reference librarien

of the Library's music division comes as close as does eny

information found to settling this confusion. He points out
cettain errors in Professor Firth's treatise. The English
song that Hays purportedly took the tune of "Dixie™ from "is

clearly Henry Rowley Bishop's march and song, wsed wntil quite

recently at West Point as & 'March On.! The title is The

Dashing White Serjeant (sic), and the openirg words go: fl“

1f 7 had & heau

For 8 soldier who'd go
Do you think I'd say no?
No, not It

the tune for this runs as follows. Obviously it has no close S
19 -
connection with 'Dixie,'" oy

e Y T s Al ey, o

]

Q}#JI

17, Iouisville Herald, June 4, 1907.

18, Statement by Miss Ludie J. Kinkead, July 17, 1947,
personal interview.

19. Letter from Richard S, Hill, Library of Congress, to
the writer, June 26, 1947.

TN
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There is no documentary evidence, says the librarian, ::;
for the 1858 date, In the Library of Congress there is a

copy of & song called "Away Down in Dixiets Land" said to

have been sung by Hooley's and Campbell's Minstrels, words by
"Jerry Blossom"™ and musie by "Dixie, Jr."™ D. P, Faulds

of Louisville was the bublisher., Across the title page is
written the date July 21, 1860.20 This date, it will be
noted, is exactly one month later than that of the Firth I

Pond edition. There is no evidence that Hays wrote as ;?Jg

“Jerry Blossom,"™ but if he was working with Faulds in 18560,

he may have used such a nom de plume.

Hays! words, however, “could not be counted in any
case as the 'criginal words' of Dixie, but merely one of
the earliest perodies. They are quite different from FEm- -_f

21 )

mett's words. Hays' (or Jerry BRlossom's) words-were-as follows: _“51

Away Down In Dixie's Land

Oh Dixie am de Paricdise ¢
Wher de reise de cotton and de rice, i
Come eaway, Poy's away boy's away, Down in Dixie
Whar de Gal's grow tall and de Babies small,
And some folks dey don't grow at all,

Come aviey boy's away, boy's away down in Dixie.

Chorus P
Then, come let's go to Dixie, "2
Yah! ho!

We'll sing dis song, de whole night long,

20. See Figure 3, p. 61,
21, Letter from Richard 3. Eill, loc. cit.
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When we get down in Dixie.
Away, away, We'll all be off for Dixie,
Away, away, We'll soon be off for Dixie.

p
Dar wes a girl in Dixia's land,
I 8x'd her for her head snd hand,
Come away boys away, boys away Down in Dixie
Then she smiled an' gib me her consent
I got de Gal away we went,
Come away boys, away, boys away down in Dixie

3
And when she went to bed one night,
She couldn't see for want of light,
Awayl boys, awayl away down in Dixie,
She 1lit de 1lite, as any one mout,
She put it in bed and blowed her gef out,
Awey! boys, away', away down in Dixie.

4
De boy's down dar dey live on chicken;
And de babies like lesses--dey want a lickin,
And away! boys, away! away down in Dixie,
Dar face's am, as broad es a ferm in de Souf,
Like de Mississippi riber got sneg's in de Mouf,
Then away boys, away down in Dixie.

5
Oh come now boys, since you've hesrd our story,
To de land of lirht and glory,
Come away, boys, away! away down in Dixie,
Ol our hearts am gayl we're a happy band,

Good bye! folks now for Dixie'e land, 22
Awayl - boys, awayl away down in Dixie.

The dedication of this song is to Captein J. B. O'Bannon
of Tywopite, Kentucky, Diligent but vain search supports
the belief thet this is a fictitious town neme. Ceptain
0'Bannon, however, was an exceedingly prominent man in Loufge

ville at that time, his home bing fourteen miles east of

22. Jerry Blessom, PAway Down South in Tixie’s Lang"®
(Louisville: D, p. Faulds, 1860), photostat,
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.- 23
there, & general area with which Will! was well acquainted.

Circumatantiel evidence, but little more, whuld make
Will S. Hays and Jerry Blossom one and the same.

This dispute broke out soon after the publication of
these two songs when Pond wrote to Favlds claiming an in-
fringement of his copyright. Faulds. i3 said to have "proved"
to Pond that Hays! version was first published in 1857 or 1868,

To evoid controversy, however, Mr. Faulds agreed
to print no more copies and Col. Pend egreed to
buy from him at the wmarket price all the coples

he had on hand. The errangement was carried out
and all the copies secured by Pond were destroyed.
Mr. Faulds cleimed at the same tise that Col. Pond
had no right to copyright the music, as it was

not original with either Hays or Fmumett. This con-
troversy was left to the Natiomasl Associstion ef
Musie Publishers to settle. When it came up at a
meeting in New York, six different pieces of pub=-
lished music were presented,all bearing the title
"Dixie," ard4 the musie of all being sirilar, though
not altogether alike, showin§4that all had been
adapted from somet ing else,

From this conflicting evidence there must be a lot of
eliminating to get at the facts. There is no wey to do this,
however, after these many years. It does seem entirely prob-
eble "that poerhaps Emmett adapted his song from earlier
Hepro sources." As to the words, there seems to be no

23, Letter from Miss Ludied. Kinkead, Curator and
Librarian, The Filson Club, Louisville, to writer, July 17,
1947,

24, Our Country (magezine), ITI (1907), 9.

25, Dichter and Shapiro,.gg. cit., p. 105,
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question but that the versicn sung today is Emmett's. It
is altogether possible that Will S, Hays and Jerry Blossom
were one and the aame, but even if they were, the copy-
right detes do not bear out Hays' and.Faulds' claims of
priority. Even if this dete had been earlier, it is doubt-
ful if Frmett's words could be called a revision of those
of Ha&s becamse of their differences. There seems to be

no reason to challenge seriously the position of Daniel
Decatur Emmett as the original writer at least of the words
of the present day “YDixie," unless new evidence should come
to light., To Will 5. Hays it seems safe to attribute the
authorship of the words of a song aimilar to "Dixie" but so

different as to be considered original.




CHAFTER IV

HIS POETRY

Will S, Hays was born into the tradition of Southern
poets, where to write & poem was a thing of a few moments
on endfor a certain occasion and not tole taken too seri-
ously. donsequently, most of the verse thus truned out
was medicore.1 Here, too, fiays was of his age.

He seems to have started writing verse simultaneously
with his music, end he continued until the last few weeks
of his life, Just when he wrote his first poem is not known,
but while he was at Georgetown College, he wrote enough to
acquire the appelation ™the boy poet" and perheps to pick
up thename “Shakespeare."2 at this time he wes only nine-
teen years old,

Other than the lyrics for the songs "Little Ones at
Home," "Dear Ones at Home," and "Evangeline," no poem has
been found written prior to 1861 when Hays wrote the "Orphen
Boy's Home™ and the lyries of "The Union Forever." In the next
year he wrote a poem called "The Dance" following a party

3

near O'Bannon's Stetion. Its form indicates thet he wes

able to write somebhing besides the ballad measure which

1.” Edd W, Farks, Sovthern Poets (New York: Ameriocan
Book Company, 1936), Introduction, pp. lxxxiii-xcii,

2. See page 4,

3+ Manuscript copies, Hays Collection. All these manuscript
copies are copies seemingly made by either srs. Will S. Bays
of Mrs. Semuel from newspaper and other sources.
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wes his preferred pattern,

0t the fun that we had et the dance last night,
In the sthool-room in the grove, .
And the faces there, they were fair and bright, L
And the hesrts that were filled with love. .
There was Nannie and Mary,
And Johnny and Harry,
And ever so many who daneed in the hall,
And Bins and Annie,
Indeed there were many,
But Mollie--my Maéllie, the fairest of &ll.

LY

01 her eyes are so brighty and her teeth are so white, P
And her lips set my heart in distress, .
For like grapes just plucked from the vine at night Tu
In deed they should go to the "Press," T
And love's sparkling wine PR
Would flow sweet to mine,
Were the four pressed together in bliss,
And happiness would fly
From her beauvtifuvl eye, 4
When Mollie would give me a kiss.

That “ays did littlé revising andthat he forced his meter ?“j
end rhyme is evident here.
Lines "To Hary," written in the same year for the Sun~

—

day Demoecrat, are in a form which he adopted for meny of -

his poems, gquatrains of rhymed iambic heptameter, written
so that often there is a break between the fourth end fifth § 5
feet, thus riving him the seme rhythm pattern he had in the '
baliad verses with their alternating tetrameter and trimeter

lines,

You may foreet--but do you think that I can
eter forget?

The words of hope you kindly spoke, live, in my
momory yet;
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But tell me, as you were & friend, and answer, I implore:;
Since we were friends together then, say, are we
friends no more?

Of the seme period &s the above is "Just for the Old
Love!s Seke," which shows some originality in versification
both as to stanze length and as to type of feet used.

»

Do you ever think of those last sweet words?

Their memory lingers yet.
Do you wonder how you could have seld them,

Aind wongder if T forget?

Vo, dearest, my heart will remember them long,
As I swore that eve by the lakej

And whenever I think, it is loving you still,
Just for the old love's sake.

Aside from fugitive newspaper poems Hays'! verse did not
see publication until his first volume appeared in 1874.

Prior to that date, however, he had fallen in love and had
married Belle McCullougn,8 and his poetic knack had the in-
spiration it nesded. His love letters were often more verse
than prose as he seemed to find the pro;aic medium teo lim-
ited for his purposes. (ns of his earliest letters to Rells,
weitten ¥ay 22, 1864, covers four pazes and contains some
fifty lines of rhymed merse. This, so far as is knovm, was
his first venture at putting verse in his letters, and he

did it with a little trenidation, if exuberance. "I will

compose ycu & little pirce of 'Rime,'" he said, "for I feel

5. Manuscript copy, Hays Collection.

6. Manuscrint copy, Uays rollection.

7. Will S. Havs, The Modern Kettin' Houvse and Other
Poems (Louisville: Courier-Journal Job Fooms, 1874).
8, ©Ses papge 15.
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ag if I could write for & month, provided you will not i
9
show it to any one." o

The golden eye of day, whose rosy light

Hath looked upon us from its world of sapace, - g
¥ . Now wraps its sparkling folds eround it tight U
As if to find some secret hiding place. -

Y But tere thet eye hath closed in blissful rest,

In all its beauty nature to adorn, ,
t+ seeks the sunlit bosom of the west, :
. To be the brighter on tomorrow morn, "L
i Goid night! Thou friend of friends! a fond food night{
May all the orbs of heav'n upon you shine.

And mey the fairest angels robed in white, S E
E'er watch above that faultless form of thine. ;

Bofore the close of this letter Hays switched from the Ea
trenquility of the forecoins ia-bie pentameter to the more ?g;
acid tetrameter as he thinks of what may happen to their ;35
relationship if others ®arry rossip ebout him to Pelie. .“

"hen slanderous ton-ues are stilled in death,

And time will snatch away each liar's pen, -
And throw them--ink and all--ia hell, :
taxr you and I be hap y then. -
And when the day of Judgement comes, ;-
A sorry day to them, Alas! ok
May you and I in fleaven stand .
Thet we may see them as they pass.ll

Some of #%ill's letiers are in a happy mood, and his

Poetry is in like vein, though he ras unpredictable and !

mirht the next moment be melanchely. The following lines sl

g, Tet er from ~ill S. Hays to Reile refullouch, -
Jfay 22, 1864, Hays Nollection. ii-
10. Ibid. .
11. Ihid. .-
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3 $ypify his happier expressions.,

- There's not a murky cloud of doubt
' That shades mv hapry heart,
For Friendship mounts my imner soul
* And bids dull care depart,
: And through the windows of that heart,

Oh{ Belle, your eyes can trace
v The beauties of a love so bright

' Anddgenisl as your facell2

. Relle was at Bellewook Seminary near Anchorapge, Hen-
tucky, at the time of the writing of the above and wag de-
mending readsurances that she had not besn forgotten. 5 e

™ ) reassured her thus:

The Southern sun ne'er closed its eye at eve
Rut what my memory like some swift winged bird
Tlewr back to Bellewood, and built its nest
Upon the branches of the tree of Frisndship;

& And, when the morning woke, I found the sweet

' Bird Memory had returned with goad inteliigence

And nestled in ry bosom, wemry with its mission.
Again end oftentimes I thought of you when you,
As if I were a stranger, had perhaps forgotten,
I am happy now! Tor from your own trus lips
The words have entered the depths of e heart
That is now full of lFope, joy, love, and friendshigp.
Tt seems to me the swestest wordi you e.er spoke
Were these: "I am your friend.,” 4

Typical of the tetrameter quatrains he used frequently
in his letters is the following. It illustrates, toe, his
fondness for inserting his own mame into the lines.

And if my lips can give you praise,
0! Let mine be the first to do it;

i2. " Toetter from Will 8. Hays to RBelle HcCullough,
May 30, 1864, Mays Collection.

13. 1JIbid., marginal note.

14, EBTE., tex of letter.
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Then tell the world that 7ill 3. Hows
Was wyver faithful and you knew it,”~

This is not grest peetry, certainly, but as spontancous,
unrevised verse, it suppasses the usual love letter dogzerel.

In the dark days when Hays was in disfavor with Relle
16

and her parents becsuse of his misdemeenors, h~» wrote piti=-

ful letters, but thers is no verse in them, only prose.
Such real end personel misery did not serve to move him tc
poetry. Vhen metters were straightened out, however, we

find him in the early part of 1B65 overflowing with confi-

.

dence in & shared love.

The birds were made to fo in pairs,

e hanpy and be free.

Sinee (od so constituted them,

Then why not you end me?l7

Could I but see your smiling face

Or sit hreide yon for a while,

Tach clasped in one lon~ swe:t embrace
The world micht frowm--but let us smile. 8

Sometimes in order to finish e stanza or to make a
rhyme, ™ill distorted his moening or said things he had teo
spend paregrephs of prose tryine to explain away. A ouatrain

from "Leisure loments," that lour &ove letter to relle, is

{5, Tettar from 311 8. Jays tc Relle Mofullough,
June 30, 1864, Fars Collection.
18. See pares 12, 13.
17. Letter from 7ill 3. Yeys to Felle Folullounrh, Jan-
uary 28, 1¢65, Hays "cllection.
18. Letter from ™ill S. Hays to Relle Vefullough, Teb-
ruary 3, 1865, Tlays Cellection.
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jllustrative.

They like to heve a lover tell,

As to how to her he will be true,

Put most of them all love bceause ]9
Like me--thev'!'ve nothing else to do.

In these pares Will wrote not only of his love for Relle

but of the aped, the infirm, and other ~irls. He rennrted
meeting a former sirl friend, now married, who, he beligved,
still loved him. ‘le read in her unhappy face her disap-

pointment.

Your cheeks were pale, your lips were thin,
Your veice was scft and low,

You seemed to be the ghost of what

You were two yemnrs ano.

I almost wept that we had met

Or ever met hefore.

But no! Poor mirlt I em still yet

A friend, but nothine more.

The last custrain in this little volume turns back to the
~irl he loves, howevers

She Ynows each imnulse of my heart,

And more, but she alone

ran know me, for to know ny heart

Is but to know her own.

The pamphlet Zays published in 1274 contsins five prems,
four of which are in the dialect of the undducated white

veonls of his day end which fall into rhymine couplets of

{ambic heptemeter. They ars ncsbalzic end philosopnhie, in

g, +1i1l §. Ueys, "Leisure l'cments,” (npublished
diary).

20. Ibid.

21. TIbid.
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tone, upholding and yearning for the old virtues end the

0ld customs, The title piece, "The Modern Yeetin' Wouse,"
concerns the chanres the years heve brought in-places and :Ef_
modes of worship. The matter of elaborate dress, rented b

pews, paid organists, and fine churches he cestigates be-

fore closins with these lines; o
Ther ein't no use o' foolin!'! 'long the road to the -
grave; :
Thar is no use o' dodgin' when yout'se got your _
soul to save, 5?;3

Fine churches, ormins, ecarridges, clothes, rented
pews, an! pelf; .
Don't count that day’é%t lays between yer e
Maker an' yerself. TRt

"Pen Wilkins' Fell" in the same volume tells of the
dangers of fashion and drink. "“Then and Mow" contrasts the IR
fest living of his dey with the woy things were in days rone

by. It ends: T as
Ylell, Pency, I'il tell you whatt!s a fae, the Lord N
is good to us, <
Let's you an' me be good to Wim,an! in Tim -
put our trust, oo
"e'll oray to Fim~~that he will make our pathway o
one of flewers. ¢
Ff white-washed Christians ro to Hell, it's nn
consarn of ours.?

The other dialect pcem im this collectirn is called

"lomen Vs. Wrisky" and concerns the attempts of woman to

break up the drinkines in the whiskey shops by goins thers

22, Will 8. Tays, The ;odern I'éetin' House end Gther N
Poems (Louisvills: Courier-Journel Job Rooms, 1874}, p. 4. L
23. lpid., p. 6. con
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to pray. %hild sympethizinc with their cause, he thonght
they should be at home trylng to pet the farmers to plant
more wheat in place of rye end corn snd in getting law-
makers elect&d who would outlaw 1limuor.
AR Jedge, I'd like ter know one thingz--what rood
kin whimmin do,

When men that meke it go to church an' christian
lives pursuve.

They'll pray thar prayers an' sing thar songs,

an' when the Sunday's o'er,

They'1ll make an' sel} that vhiskey, sir, an' kill

'em by the score.

Ways' other two volumes, the 1886 and 1895 =ditions,
are composed of song lyries and of poems never set to music.
As to poetic worth, the lyriecs do not.enual the others.
Since these latter sre on a variety of subjects they will
be discussed along with his fugitive verse under the arvro-
nriate topic.

ost of the verse llays wrote sppecred in newspa-
vers, either in his ovn column or as = special contribution.
There are in existence, alsop many verses he wrote for auto-
greph books,25 but most of these are short and insignificent.

During the Tivil War Hays had difficulty in deciding

on his stand., His poems of this perioed show a aympathetic

attitude toward those the war caus=d to suffer, whether

24, 1Ibid., D L14.
25, Tetter from Mrs. “ames R. [each, formerly Antigmes
rditer, Courier-Journel, to writer, s#ay 30, 1947.

J
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Nothern or Southern. They show at times & desire for

the preservation of the Union and.et others & sentimental

attachment to the South which mekes the Tinion seem not soO

:, jmnortant. These interests he brought together in poems

such as "Sauct Sue™ and "A Burning Sheme" by having the
268

Yenkee soldier fall in love with the beautiful Rebel giri.
. 0f the poems speaking of the dead of the War none 1s por-
heps better than the one called "Virginiats Dead."

Proud Yother of & race that rearer

The breve and gond of ours,
=, Lol on thy bleeding bosom lie

Thy pale and perished flowers.

Where'er uron her own bright soul
Hosts meet their blood to shed,

Where brightest gleems the victor's sword,
There lie Virrinia's deed.

And where upon the crimsen field
The can‘:on loudest roars,

And hero blood for liberty
4 streaming terrent pours;

Wwhere fiercest slows the bettle's rare,
And Sothern banners spread,

Yhere minions crouch and vassals kreel,
There lie Virginia's dead.

Vthere bright Potomac's classic wave
Tlows softly to the ses,

And Shenandceht's valley smiles
Tn her ceptivity;

mhere sullen Mississirpi rolls,
By foeming torrents fed,

And Tennesse='s smcoth ripple bresks,
There sleep Virginia's dsad.

And where fm*d dreary mountain heights
The frost=-king sternly sate,

28, Mapuseript copies, Hays Collection.
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as Garnett cheered his followers on,.

And nobly met his fabes —,

Where Johnston, Lee, and Beauregsrd
mheir rallent armies led,

Phrough winter snows and troplec suns
There sleep Virginia'fs dead.

And where throush Georgia's flowery mesds
The proud Savannah flows,

And soft o'er faroclinat's brow
Atlantic's pure breeze blows,

Wheré Florida's sweet tropic flowers
Their dewy fragrance shed,

And night winds sigh through orenge groves,
There sleep Virginia's dead.

Where sad Louisiana's eye
books darkly on her chains,
And proud Wew Orleans' noble street
The despot heel profanes;
Where virtue shrinks in dread dismey, -
ind beauty bows her heed,
Where courage spurns the oppressor's joke
There lie Virginiats dead.

"Weeth Alabema's sun-y skies,
{n Teras! burning shore,

Where blncming; rrairies hrightly sweep
Missourit's bosom oter;

Where bold Kentucky's lion heart
Lears to her Mergan's tread,

And tyracts quail at Treedem's cry,
There sleep Virginiats dead.

And w-ere the ocesn's trackless waves
O'er pallid corra=zs sweep,

As, 'mid the canron's thunder peal,
"Neep celleth unto deevn:"

wherever Horor's sword is drawm.
snd Justice rears her heed,

Where heroes fall sand martyrs bleed,
There rest Virginiats de= 2T

Yays had no love for the war and said so in a poem he
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