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When T began to research my toplc on famous ghost legends
" at Western Kentucky University I was afrald I Would not be able
to flnd‘enough 1nformat10n. The opp051te could not be.more true,
therelare more. ghost bellevers on thls campus then I thought
I noticed that, belleve the story or not the teller of a
ghost story enJoys telling the story as much as the audlenoe '
enJoys hearing it. |

I-Was not. sure how, Iiwas golng to approaoh my informants
about the eubjeot. Talk ahout ghosts;on.oampns'is not-your basic
small talk‘at'a party. lI.remembered‘when_l‘lived in,Schneider
Hall‘alltthose laternight rap sessions when:we did talk about
strangelhappenings in thefdorms. Many nights six or more of
us éirls elept in one‘room withfall the’llghts on, 'The_popular
legend-cycle of ghost stories or?scary stories eaeily fits into
any dornitory situation.across-the'United States. When the l.‘
etory is bélng told thelr is always soneone who says. "Yeah,
thet happeﬁyto my cousin's roommate at aollege" or "My Aunt

J

Bessie's next door nelghbor had that happen to her.

" We ean
always fit the sory to some 51tuatnon in our own 11fe.

This story telling in the dorm is a good Way for the glrls
to get acqualnted. The way the dorms are: arranged, narrow
'corridors and isolated rooms,‘lt.ls difficult for people at
onetend of the hall torCOme‘ln oontaot with'those at'the

other end. Therefore,vsituation's.which attract groups from
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all'ovefethe floor of.onevpartlcular'room helps the indiviuals

feel as a group. | j | _
Glrls)after gettlng over thelr flrst step of gettlng to |

know each other . superflclally, 1nvar1ably end uD late at night

to talk., The-conversetion among the new groups of friends often

lead to‘descriptions of what they have heard about college life,

their past experiences and then the famous line, " Did you
‘hear the story about.......," then someone proceeds to tell
a scary. story that someone told them or they make up along the

way.

After awhlle the story telllng on a floor dles down be—
cause everyone has heard most of ‘the storles. They then use the
storles to scare the new people they invite into their seSS1ons.

The tellers make the ghost storles sound e} belleveable, 1f they

" are not.already true, that soon they are pasfon as truth.

Tale swapping in all surroundlngs is. an ever-changlng

. process., There 1s a constant glve and take by the teller of

the story'and the audience.f These ghost storles bring people

closer together as 'a S1ngle unlt They help.eleV1ate fear of things

.by discussing it in the open eventually frlendshlps are establlshed

because of these storles._
"The Roommatess Death" story can be found at every college.

The version of the story changes to comes degree with eabh tell-

.ing,..The story can change to flt the atmosphere of the school

or something et.{he'school thar can easily be related to the

story.
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Another famous story told is "The Legend of the Babysitter

and the Killer Upstalrs. The story tells of a young girl who
‘comes to baby81t two young chlldren in their home, At 7:30 she

took the children- upstaj_rs and put, them to. bed She went back

downstairs. to watch t.v.. While watching T.V. the phone rang
and there .was this male voice on the other end saying "At 10:30
I'm g01ng to kill the children and then I m going toccome after
you." She thought 1t was a Jjoke and dldn t thlnkwmuch more about
it.. Agaln.the phone rang and there was this male voice on the-
other'end saying " At 10:30 I'm going ‘to knil the children and
then I'm goming after you," |
At this p01nt the girl began to get aplttle scared that

the man might acutually be comlng to klll them all. She thought

nof going up and checking on the chlldren but didn't want to

disturb them. Again the phone rang and the voice said "It's

-getting closer to the time and I'm going to come after the

children and I'm going to get you too."

The girl then.dgcided to call the poice. ‘When they first
heard the glrls report they thought her frlends were just Dlaylng
a joke on her, They told her the next time a phone call from
him cane,thru to keep him on‘the phone as long as ' she could and

they would trace th phone call.

e

b She sat down and tried to watch some more T. V but by this
tlme she could not concentrate on anythlng but- uhe man on the

other end of the phone. Finally, the phone did ring and the man

~said, "I'm comlng in at 10: 30 and I'm going to kill the chlldren
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“,then I m comnng after you. Thedgirl was terrified‘when she hung

up the phone but she had to walt for the pollce to call her.

_pThe pollce d1d call and the offlcer told her "to go out31de

1mmed1ahdy, don t g0 upstalrs- don t do anythlng, Just you

- leave the house: When you get ou there, there will be a pollce— :

. man outside'and he will take care of it."

The’ glrl was terrlfled and thought she should " look in on
the children but remembered What the offlcer had told her about

gettlng out, of the house rlght away So,she went outs1de the

_pollceman told her that they traced the phone call and it was made

on the exten81on from the upstalrs phone.:The whole tlme-the man

. wWas talklng to her from the second floor of the house and he

had murdered ‘both the chlldren who where found mutalated in thler
beds.. Had she waited any longer she would have gotten it to.

» Thls story, along with. "The Roommate s Death"cstory are
the popular storles told 1n the dorms.: The-glrls can . ea311yr.
1dent1fy Wrth the baby81tter or the roommate becauseaat one
tlme or another they have all babys1tted and - -they were 11v1ng
in a dormltory. | |

I am sure I have not collected all the ghost 1egends ever

told on_Western's campus but here are the ones 1 found most ;

interesting. I have trled t6 take: the most’ con81stenb vérsion

told about each legend and some of the most blzarre ones. Many

of these ghoetsstoriee'might'not be true but then again you

never KNoW.essiesassiosas
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- THE' AREA.

I 'oollecfed all my 1nf oj:‘metion., f‘i;lorﬁ the ca.m‘llaust of _Westefn'
'Kentucky ﬁoiverSity';"' F‘rom my frlends, the lj;brary, and people
I ‘Eeiked'to oﬁ oanii)us._ I am sure I looked strange carrying.

a pad and pen011 W1th me: but once T got thefball rolllng

everyone was more Jchen anxious' to tell me the:Lr version of ‘

each storyﬂ. '




INF ORMANTS

Name: Suzanne Barton :
Address: 1311 7th Street, Corbln Kentucy
Age: 20 . -

Birthplace: Lexington, Kentucky ‘
Occupation: Student

School Status: Sophomore

Name: Larry Pund
Address: - Santa Claus, Indiana
Age: 21
" Birthplace: Santa Claus, Indlana
Occupation: - Student :
.School Status.‘ Junior

Name: "Susan Budnlk :

Address: 12343 Saddle Ct., Loulsv111e Kentucky
Age: 22 A

Birthplace: Dayton, Ohio

Occupation: - Student

School Status: Senior

Name: Scott Neff :
Address: Route 2, Dale, Indiana-
Age: 20 ' : :
Birthplace: Dale, Indiana .
Occupation: Student

School Status: Junior

Name: - Lawrence Thomas

Address: 2128 Sherwood. Ave., Loulsv1lle, Kentucky
Age: 20

Birthplace: -Louisville,’ Kentucky

Occupation: Student :

School Status .Junlor

Name: Laura Ross .

Address: 6219 Morrhaven drlve, Loulsvnlle, Kentucky
Age: 20 i

Birthplace: Tampa, Florida

Occupation: Student

“School Status: Junior

Name= wKaren Strange BRI : ‘
Address:,. 158 Cannonade Trall Corbin, Kentucky
Age: 19 : ,
Blrthplace. Nashville, Tenn.

Occupation: Student

School Status: Sophomore
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Name: - Jennifer O'Connell
Address: Route 1, Newtown, Penn.
Age: 21 , , '
Bithplace: Newtown, Penn.
Occupation: Student

School Status: Senior

Name: Cherly -Sheperson
Address: 567 Cornish St., Harrodsburg, Kentucky
Age: 23

‘Bithplace: Harrodsburg, Kentucky

Occupation: Bthdent
School;Status. Senior

Name: Michele Morris

Address: 3543 Strauss Ct., Memphls, Tenn.
Age: 20

Biithplace: Wllllamsburg, Penn.
Occupation: Student -

~ School Status: Junior
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THE WEST HALL GHCST.

A young couple ﬁlanﬁéd.tofbé-marfied the week after
'théir finals;‘-The young man iived>in West ﬁall room
102, Theynweht home £heAWeekend'before thislto vist
hié parentsl  The'nigh£ they ﬁére,boming back to séhool
B was_é rainy aﬂd foggy niéht; Itliglnot knéWh‘if the
‘boy dozed ‘OFf at the wheel or the rainy roads caised
the car to hit a trucR coming;in7the oppoéite 1éné.
’.Tﬂe;truck drivef was thréwp from his truck but‘ﬁé
Waé'not,huft,“He Weh£ £b the éid.bf'the coﬁple and»
- fouﬁd the girl.deaduaﬁd %ﬁe.boyﬁﬁaé;on the.&érg§ of
'death.. Thé.laét wprdsifhe boy said wasi”I haVe to get
back to réoﬁ 102.""AEvéry:week béque_thé ééuple waé
suppose to be maxrried tﬁéy'retqrpfto visit West Hall

ron'102.
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' THE BEMIS LAWRENCE GHOST .

A‘bunch of boys are returnlng‘frem a nlght of pantylng
' and are taklng the elevator to there T OOM. The-b
elenator becomes stuck and‘because of preV1ons 1n;
-structlons they kneW they needed to~haversomeone79iinb
on top of “the elevator and punbhf‘hhexreset‘ubot‘bon.. |
One of the boys cllmbed up to éo this. and when he dld.
.the elevator crushed hlm Imt between>floors.' The boys
>.forgot to punch the stop botton before the boy cllmbed
on- top of” the elevator.- The blood of the boy drlpped
down’ 1nto the elevator on all of hlS frlends. Every

‘ﬂyear at the same tlme of the a001dent you can he@r

‘ the ghost of the boy moanlng betWeen floors.4A




" THE RHODES HARLIN GHOST

S A ydﬁng freéhman‘giri'findé‘éollegé lifg.éf hafd f&r

Eg;:’ Being away frém her pérents and‘friendsiat thome

' she_déqidéé to:kill herseif. ﬁei rdommaﬁe and some'\x'
friends siép.hef'thé‘fiﬁéf_nithe‘sheAattemptéq to
jump from1the ch floor. .The“girl waiﬁs untill am

" when most of thé peéple are Quﬁ Qf»ﬂhé dorm. ’Shé Jumps
for'the 9th f19or and her bédy is.splattere& éll over'
“the ground in frqnt‘of Rhodes Harlin."It is believed that
shé_cén be seen somé'nights standing in one of the

windows on the 9th floor.
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THE VAN METER .CHOST

When Van Meter Hell wes first being built end middle. .
aged worker'fell to-hie deafh'whi;e working in the
baleony area. The ghost of this ﬁorkei can'be'seen
.Wanderinglareund in Van Meter Halljat anyitime'of'

fhe‘day or night.»

Aﬁother version of this legend:-

When Van Meter-Hall‘waS first opened to aeting a.

yeung student took his 1ife.eﬁ the.centef of-the :

» stage.; People that have preformed on Van Meter

stage have said they can feel the presense of the

ghost when acting on that spot, He has been seen hldlng

behind props waiting to return to the stage agaln.

. This version of the Van Meter.Ghost seems'far-froh

pdesible but it is a etory,aistudent told ‘me:

' l'Ohe night Henry Hardin was oﬁt dfinking and decided .
>to go up to Van Meter Hall and. sleep it off in the <
balcony. While up there, because of hlS drunkness,;f
he feil from the balcony and there is were he died.
Henry Hafdin_eae be eeen come ﬁigﬁfs, wiﬁh_bottle‘in;_

hand, stumbling around Van Meter Hall.
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THE NORTH HALL GHOST

A few girls were staying in the dorm one weekend and they

were bored. Thé.decided to have a séglance in oné of the
: girlslroom: One of the gifls in&olved in the segiance had
 'a boyfriend die recently in a fatél'accident. -She wanted
" %o call him-back from the dead because she loved him

vefy much. Wﬁen the segiancelstarfed a'b1ue~mist

entered the room. Aé the girlscalled for her boyfriend

to appear'the mist becémé larger and larger. Finally the

girt étatted to the mist and ﬁelling it that she would |

go with him becauée she still loved'him very much.

The Bblue mist surrounded thé girl aﬁd her eyes grew

wide and black. The mist left out the window and the

girl's body laid limp on the floor.- The other girls

called for the dorm mother and she called the doctor.

after examining the girl, the doctor remarked it was the
youﬁgest victim of a herart attack that he has ever

sSeen.,

: e
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THE SCHNETDER HALL GHOST

= A_Youngngirl who'liﬁed'in Schneider Hall was engaged

to a{boy who'Was going‘off to the:army.'.She“manted‘to A

get'marriedvbeforeche.1eftf He. was feellng pressured :
" s0 he broke“the engagement; He. told her 1f he changed
:hls“mrnd about the broken engagement he would call

',her the nlght before he left She.could not be 1n_the

Aroom that nlght s0 she told her roommate to take any

’messages. The roommate Wentadownntheehallcﬁor a minute
and the boyfriend called: to teli.his‘girlfriendAthatla'.

he loved her and the engagement was back on. . This was”'

u,the only chance he had to call her and he was g01ng
to write her When he got to hls base. When the girl

returned home and found no message she went to the!

balcony and Jumped to- her death She 1s‘st111 known

-to be roamlng the halls of Schnelder looklng ﬁor her o

' message she neyer-re01eved.

13
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i _THE_SCHNEIDER HALL GHOST
This story took:place-on‘the seoond floor ofiSChneider
* Hall. TWo gir'ls" 'who':hofh ‘fii'v'ed in New‘York could ot
:Aafford to go home fo the Chrlstmas hollday. They Werei'
'not roommatesbut theynde01ded to stay in the same room
to heep each other company. Theynwere»told ﬁo_keep
fhedr door.looked'and nof to go oﬁﬁ of the. roomufor o
anythlng.' The’glrls were up late.talklngaandooneoof
them: got thlrsty and dec1ded to 80 downthe hall for a coke.'
‘The other girl did not thlnk 1t Was a good idea but she
kreallzed that nobody else was In the dorm el nothlng a
could happen.‘ Flrst flve.mlnutes and the ten mlnutes
went by and the other glrl was gettlng a llttle blt
-.Worrled because.there was nonreason for her roommate
'to be‘gone”soviong.f'Afﬁerwforty;five minutes;she‘heard i
ainbisea"it_was'a dragéinghnoiseiand=She‘could not -
fignre out What;if’wasfand:she-mas ahsolutel&'petrified;f
She dldn t know ‘what to do so she Just Walted for her ;"
, roommmate to come back to the room. And then she“
1heard anorher n01se. It was a soratchlng n01se at .
'fi_the door. At flrst ‘she thought she was hearlng thlngs but |
'_the scratchlng noise per51sted for sometlme and the
. girl. flnally called the pollce When she heard the

‘pollce at her door she opened the door and saw the ‘body
of her roommate lylng there. .Her“flngers were,bloody to

the knuckles from scratching at the door for help;'
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