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Halloween (the name) means the evening‘before All Hallows or All Saints' Day,
which is November 1. All Saints' Day is observed by Roman Catholics, Episcopalians
and Lutherans, to honor all the saints in Heaven, whether known or unknown. The day
also used to be called Hallowmass from Old English word hallow, meaning solemnity,
considered one of the most important observances of the church year. It is a day on
which all Catholics are obliged to attend Mass. 1t is preceded by a vigil of preparation on
the evening of October 31. And it is this vigil, All Hallows' Eve or Halloween, that is the
most widely known feature of the observance.

Halloween is a rite with pagan, demonic roots. The Celtic people who lived over
2,000 years ago, feared the evening of October 31st more than any other day of the year.
Tt was the eve of the Lord of the Dead. To celebrate, the people built bonfires, wore
masks and rituals and divination were part of their celebration. However, the American
celebration rests upon Scottish and Irish folk customs which can be traced, in a direct
line, from pre-Christian time. Although Halloween has become a night of celebration to
many, its beginnings were otherwise.

Since then a lot has happened to Halloween. It's has had it's ups and downs
through the decades of celebration. With the threat of hidden razor blades and child
snatching we as Halloweeners look at the celebration in a different light. More
protective than ever through the coming years and traditions changing with every trick or
treat.

These reasons were the cause of my observation. My research came from the
Courier Journal taking one day from the last 5 days of October then dating it back to
1992 from 1996.

When I First went into this research I imagined there were going to be a tremendous

amount of data



found in the Courier Journal but I was proven wrong. I began to think maybe I was
looking at the wrong days but the harder I searched the more I found that almost all the
days I had observed came up with the same conclusion. Nothing, hardly anything on
what [ was researching. There was only 1 article on safety tips to Mothers of trick or
treaters. I had imagined and abundance of these articles would be found but only the
one. This article was almost overlooked if not checked closely with the other articles
surrounding it. During my observation of the data I found that many have forgotten the
worries that go along with Halloween. They are more involved with the celebration of
the feast and the many activities that follow it. Proven by the rest of the data I collected.

Among the other articles found there were only 1 arﬁcle on the telling of Ghost
Stories, 2 on Hauntings , 3 on Mall Advertising, 4, with Advertising Ploys and Comics,
and 5 dealing with Costumes. ~ All seeming to deal with the selling or celebration of the
festivity at hand. Also noting that the closer to Halloween the more articles there were.
More of them being advertisements than anything else. Using Halloween as a way of
drawing us in and selling us our so called needs. Some of the articles used the mall for
children to trick or treat as a way of selling us that it's safer there. But in reality they
draw us for shopping purposes only. A reason behind everything it seems. Through all
the data I had looked through none still dealt with the horrifying tales that could
accompany Halloween. What to what for, beware of and most of all who not to go to
during your tricking. It all seemed to be candy coated for our viewing eyes. Giving you
just enough information for one to digest then taking it away if it to close to handle. As if
there was something we must beware of or ignore.

Halloween has become a holiday as famous as any other celebrated today.
People decorating houses, dressing for the occasion, trick or treating, setting the mood
for the celebration. But I have seen the cycles change and with it the motive of what

Halloween was and what is has become today.



A name used for the purposes other than a celebration and more a ploy. A way of
sucking people into the realm of folktales and money. Isaw nothing but ads for drawing
people into a power packed fantasy of what they established as Halloween. All T saw was
a way of making money for the advertisers. Yes there were some good out of the articles
I had collected. For example the articles on the children dressed in there festive
costumes. But nothing sells more than children being children. We love the aspect of
children having fun and celebrating something we can all can act with them. Yetin
today's society we are frivolous to the fact of what the festival can attribute to. The
excuse of letting lose, doing what we want , and blaming them on others just because of
the time of year it is. Halloween has become more than just a feast ,it's become a way of
drawing in on others wants and fears.

I had never examined Halloween quite like this before. T was always the one
sucked into the latter half of the festivities and now I observe it with improved eyes. No

longer seeing Halloween as just a word but as a celebration of the past and future.
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here she was.: -
I'm in my room;” Lisa told him,
‘He . said,

leep," Lisa sdid. .

ked her.,to: open: the '
cautioned her t

at':the"time,” were: the " cerned for their safety.

S

es home and she overheard " “He would never have told us if

%ihim alking to.Someone:in.the liy- -
ing:

om after she.was!in bed.::

I: thought” you  were: gding to - set.us.

ed,”. shé heard him say.. “What ~ Numerous olher incidents have
‘are you doing walking around the .occurred in-the house, but none
room"".:-. . . nore- fnghtening than the trme

B T R TS ——

alking to.' He yelled back to ask

.‘Never. mind. Go to"
léep.: Of course, I drdn 't get much -
- with what agpeared to be a prllow
She and the six other children in
he' family thought it curious that"
! their - grandfather : often walked .
hrotigh the ‘house at -night bless- -
ng thelr rooms with-holy water.”
Now,.they wonder if he was cqn- -

4] screamed loud, and-Lisa ran
'to the door and tumed on- th

“show him through the house whe
he had seen anything,” Lisa said. -
‘He wouldnt hz\ve wanted to up-:

“house to show him" there ‘'was no"
-one there, she said, “and he jus

.

‘Usa Flelds,
fett, and her.
sister, Debble
Brocar, say -

: they have

. seen the '

“ ghostofa .:
woman .

soveral {imes :

-nelghborhood
where they
‘lived aa teen
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many years 'ago. when Carol -
awoke with a headache late one ..
night and got up to get an aspirin.: .
As she turned toward the door in

the darkness, she said, a woman -,
with a look ‘of rage came at.her.

held above her head,,.. * .

light; and when she turned th
light on, it was gone,”. Carol said

After her father was well'up i
years, Carol recalled, she had 't

he complained that there was.
strange womaii‘in his room.:
“I took him to every room in th

said, 'Well she was here.

October 27, 1992
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October 28, 1993

and he was orie.”
. Staff members say that heavy .

commode upstairs often flushes by
tself, and a motion-detecting alarm
in the station frequently goes off
without explanation,Footsteps and
clanging metal are often heard, and -
the police have even been called to '

:: search for.intruders, -

- Lee Hamovitz, a form

S
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YOU LOOK BEWITCHING, MY DEAR:

W

Deeandra David, 6, had on
her Halloween duds as she competed In a costume contest yesterday at the

Kenwick Community Center in Lexington. The city’'s Park and Recreation

Department sponsored a Halloween_party for youngsters 12 and under.

October 28, 1993
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: RN AR . STAFF PHOTQ RY JAMES H WALLACE
Rondo dressed as a ladybug as she performed yesterday whh the Halloween Harp
nsemble at the Ursuline School of Music and Drama In Loulsville, Eight students taking harp lessons
ressed In costumes for thelr recital al the school on Lexington Road.

October 30, 1995

-1y




' Whatever it is, it's catching

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Cassandra Rusle went to a “Howl O-Ween" party dressed like
Logan, her Dalmatian..Pet Food Warehouse of Rosevllle, Mich.,
__sponsored the owner-pet contest over. the weekend i

October 27, 1992
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lion’s share of a beastly task

3 ) I . .
ASSOCIATED PREBS”
on Thursday.

K
2

Eric'Vannitta, 2, .lot his-mane down as he _'look ‘a2 braom to a plle of leaves in front of his ‘home,ln_Upper Arlington, Ohlo,
The 'ybl_mg'slter, had just rptyrneq from a',Ha.Ionypen‘party'at;.a' local library. o o o : ) .

October 30, 1995




STAFF PHOTO BY BILL LUSTER
SCARY SIGHT' Debbie Owen took her dog Tonl on a
Howl-O-Ween Dog Walk last weekend at Bowman Field. The
event was sponsored by the Kentucky Champions Group of
Canine Companions for Independence, an organization that
trains dogs to help the disabled.

October 28, 1993
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Builders Trea'if;t
100 Square Feet FREE!

U VERA; chpic Keeric Rcalfors +.339:8200
8 Cedar Sprmgs Informanon Ccntcr .__.222-3100
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e Only $425
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personal touch. .

0 Mini- bhnds o
o Cenhng fans
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"A Hauntmg Evemng
wnth the Clay Family"

" October 27-31

S's certain you'll feel Cassius Marcellus Clay-a larger-than-life
: ﬂgure called “the Lion of White Hall," and see him, too, when you
+: visit White Hall for "A Haunting Evening With the Clay Family."-
;. Inside, guides lead you from room to room and introduce the
.. Spirits of the past, who come out of the dimness to tell the ten-
Q,' ~_der and the Incredible stories of this illustrious family.

A truly different experience, "A Haunting Evening With The
- Clay Family" should be on your Halloween list.

Tours begin 7 pm & every 20 minutes after
Iast tour 10 pm * 15 persons per tour ® each tour is 45 min. - 1 hr.
$8 per person ¢ reservations only! -

produced by EXU Theatre Dcpt

606-623-9178

Whlte Hall State Historlc Site
- .. Richmond, KY 40475
it 95 0n L5 south of L

imtiéh program hos begunt
s & duy Listen for Option @

October 27, 1992




Saturday October 3ist ® Trick or Treat 6pm-8pm / Costume Contest 6 pm

WE LL HAVE TREATS AND SURPR!SES FOR A FUN SAFE TIME.

RIVEBFALLSMALL

1-65 to Hwy 131 S., Exit 4, Clarksville, IN
81 284 625) '

October 31, 1996

CELEBRATE HALLOWEEN WITH River Falls Mall ... -
o s A NIGHT IN THE MALL FOR ALL THE YOUNG ONES IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD.

October 31, 1996

Celebrate Halloween

TRICK OR TREAT
WITH US! @

17 SATURDAY, <
\Y OCTOBER 31
86 PM - 8 PM

b Special

for Halloween Evcnlng
Unlimited Rides from ”
7:30 pm - 10 pm

Only $2
SAVE $4.00 o

famzly fun park at River Falls Mall
I-65, Exit 4. Hwy. 131, Clarksville i
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Bring Your Little
Monsters To
Oxmoor Center

OXMOOR'S 2ND ANNUAL
CANDY GIVEAWAY

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31
6-8 PM

Over 80 stores will be providing treats for
your little monsters. Pick up a list of
participating retailers at Customer Service.

pating Oxmoor eateries.

While you're al Oxmoor browse through
Oxmoor's 1993 New Car Show going on
through Nov. 1. :

3 7900 Shelbyville Rd. 426-3000

Over 125 specialty stores including
Hess's, Lazarus, Sears and Oxmoor
Gardens, 2nd Level Mezzanine Food Court

Enjoy the 31¢ Howling Specials at partici-
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Westarn Kentucky University

I-21



